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blbidTtliMd  mTowo  nputitiaa,  "u  k  k  siid  I 
m^  B  pnidanoB  to  niTe  done,  1  migbt  havo  noir  imm  • 
a  line,  tna  temainBd  tar  life,  or  (who  kmnra  i)  periKps 
for  aome  yean  &fier  death,  the  "  iDgebious  autlioff  of  W»- 
▼eriej."  I  was  ixM,  however,  more  desirous  of  Aia  sort 
of  iminoTtaliqr,  wbidi  mkht  hare  lasted  mue  twentjr  or 
thiitj  yean,  thao  Falataff  of  the  embowdling  which  was 
piDmised  hint  after  the  Sold  of  Shiewsbuir,  by  his  potroa 
the  Prince  of  Waies.  "  Embowel'd  ?  If  you  enHxnrel 
me  to-day,  you  may  powder  and  Mt  me  toHDOROw  1" 

If  my  occupatico  a«  a  romancer  were  taken  both  me, 
I  felt  1  should  have  at  a  late  hour  in  life  to  find  me  mu 
'anoth^;  when  1  oouldbardly  expect  to  acquire  those  - 
new  tricks,  which  are  provertHally  said  not  to  be  learned 
by  those  dogs  who  are  getting  old.  Besides,  I  had  yet 
to  leam  &om  tbaoiblic,  that  my  inlniiiaos  were  d»a- 
neeable ;  and  wUe  Ifiru  OMlured  with  some  patience, 
I  felt  I  had  aD  the  rsntation  which  I  gready  coveted. 
My  memcny  was  well  ■ML  both  with  hUtorical,  local, 
and  traditioaal  notices,  an*  I  had  become  almost  as 
licensed  a  plague  to  the.  public  as  the  well-remembered 
be^ar  of  the  ward,  wbotu  men  dlstingui^  by  their  fe- 
vour,  perhaps  for  no  better  reason  thgo  tliat  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  giving  him  alms,  as  a  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  their  daily  promenade.  Tlie  general  fact  is  un- 
deniable,— all  men  grow  old,  all  men  must  wear  out ; 
but  men  of  ordinary  wisdom,  however  aware  of  the  gen- 
eral fact,  are  unwilling  to  admit  in  their  own  case  vaj 
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special  instances  of  fiulurcf.  *  Indebd,  t1ie]r  can  hardly  be 
expectecf  themselves  to  distinguish  the  effects  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Granada's  apoplexy,  and  are  not  unwilling 
to  pass  over  in  their  composition,  as  instances  of  .mere 
carelessness  or  bad  luck,  what  others  may  consider  as 
symptoms  of  mortal  decay.  I  had  no  choice  save  that  of 
absolutely  laying  aside  tlie  pen,  the  use  of  which  at  my 
time  of  life  was  become  a  habit,  or  to  continue  its  vaga- 
ries, until  the  public  should  let  me  plainly  understand 
they  would  no  more  of  me  ;  a  hint  which  1  was  not  un- 
likely to  meet  with,  and  which  1  was  determined  to  take 
without  waiting  (or  a  repetition.  This  hint,  that  the  rea- 
der may  plainly  understand  me,  I  was  determined  to 
take,  when  the  publication  of  a  new  Waverley  novel 
should  not  be  the  subject  of  some  attention  in  tlie  litera- 
ry world. 

An  accidental  circumstance  decided  my  choice  of  a 
subject  for  the  present  work.  It  was  now  several  years 
since  my  immediate  younger  brother,  Thomas  Scott,  al- 
ready mentkmed  in  these  notes,  had  resided  for  two  or 
three  seasons  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  and,  having  access  to 
the  re^sters  of  that  singular  territory,  had  copied  many 
of  them,  which  he  subjected  to  my  perusal.  These  pa« 
pers  were  put  into  my  hands  while  my  brother  had 
thoughts  of  making  some  literary  use  of  them,  1  do  not 
well  remember  what ;  but  he  never  came  to  any  decision 
on  that  head,  and  grew  tired  oCthe  task  of  transcription. 
The  papers,  I  suppose,  were  lost  in  the  course  of  a  mili- 
tary man's  life.  The  tenor  of  them,  tliat  is,  of  the  most 
remarkable,  remamed  engravedf  on  tlie  memory  of  tlie 
author. 

The  interesting  and  romantic  story  of  William  Chris- 
tian especially  struck  my  fancy.  I  found  the  same  indi- 
vidual, as  well  as  his  father,  particularly  noticed  in  some 
memorials  of  the  island,  preserved  by  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
and  publblied  in  Dr.  Peck's  Desiderata  Curiosa.  This 
gentleman  was  the  son  of  Edward,  formerly  governor  of 
the  island  ;  and  William  himself  was  afterwards  one  of 
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iu  Iwo  Dempsters,  or  supreiiiu  judges.      Boili  fatlicr  and 
•on  embnced  ibc  party  of  the   islanders,  aod  coiiie^leJ 

tdal  ri-hls  ,;luiNjed  liy  ll.u   iv.rl  of  D'.-v\,^  a.-^  KiJig     ■ 

Hiwn  ibe  iJui  i»d  sutiered  dtmii  n 
BilhMih  MiMiii.  Ctptui  Quistiili  {ilaced  faknadf  itlte  , 
knri  flfdwRoaidba^/tf  tb^  iiuflit  be  so  oilM,  «^  ' 
And  tbs  iDMni  oC'  bokfinc  oommtmicitlaa  willi  a  Ami 
mm  hf  tb0  PmUmmm:  Tlie  idand  ma  nimndered  ts 
iIh  PofiuBent  bjr  die  iiiMiigent  Mannaai.  Hie  hi^ 
afhilad  Connteaa  and  faer  aon  were  anerted,  and- eaat 
i^Mo  ptiHMi)  viMra  di^  irare  long  detained,  aBSverr  hh 
Jiflhieady  trailed.  When  the  natontioo  tocA  plaee, 
Ihe  CooaMe,  er  hjr  tide  the  Qaeea-dowaew  of  t£e  Is. 
land,  aeiaed  upoa  ^BUam  DMne,  or  Fur-hured  W^ 
Bam,  ai  WSfiun  Christian  was  tenned,  and  eaosed  him 
•0  be  tried  and  eieoated,  acoording  to  the  laws  of  the  . 
■land,  fir  baTtng  dethroned  hi§  liege  mistross,  and  im- 
pcisaned  her  and  ber  family.  RtKnanceis,  and  readen 
of  nmance,  wU  generaUjr  allow,  that  the  bte  of  Chiu- 
nn,  and  the  ooAtrast  of  his  chajacter  with  that  of  the 
faij^i-niinded,  but  vindicdre  CoustesB  of  Deihy,  lanioua 
durii^  die  eifil  wan  for  ber  valiaiit  defence  of  Laihaa 
House,  contained  the  esseoce  OT  an  interestiu  tale.  I 
faave,  hpweTsr,  dwrit  little  either  on  the  deau  of  Wil- 
liani  Christian,  or  on  the  manner  in  which  Charies  II. 
viewed  that  stretch  of  feudal  power,  and  the  heavy  fine 
irtuch  he  hnpoaed  npoo  the  Derby  estates,  tar  that  ex- 
tent of  jurisdietioa  of  irinch  the  Countess  had  been  giiiltj. 
Vtt  less  have  I  nvta  any  mtuiion  on  tbe  justice  or  gaih 
of  that  actioa,  which  is  totha  day  judged  of  by  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  island  as  they  happen  to  be  cotinected  with 
tbe  Bufierer,  or  pertiapB  as  they  may  look  back  with  tbe 
«ye8of  favour  upon  the  Cavaliflrs  or  Roundheads  of 
^Mse  contentious  days.  I  do  not  conceive  that  I  have 
done  injury  to  the  memory  of  this  gentleman,  or  any  of 
his  descendants  in  his  person  ;  at  the  same  time  I  have 
most  willingly  given  his  representative  an  opportunity  of 
etfltine  in  this  edition  of  the  Novel  what  he  thinks  neces- 
miy  ior  the  vindication  of  bis  ancestor,  and  the  teadec 
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will  find  die  exposition  in  the  Notices,  for  which  Mr. 
Christian  desires  admission.*  I  could  do  no"  less,  con* 
sidering  the  polite  and  gentlemanlike  manner  in  which 
he  stated  feelings  concerning  his  ancestry,  to  which  a 
Scotsman  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  be  indiflferent. 

In  another  respect,  Mr.  Christian  with  justice  com- 
plains, that  Edward  Christian,  described  in  the  romance 
as  the  brother  of  the  gendeman  executed  in  consequenpe 
of  the  Countess's  arbitrary  act  of  authority,  is  portrayed 
as  a  wretch  of  unbounded  depravity,  having  only  ingenui- 
ty and  courage  to  rescue  him  from  abhorrence,  as  well  as 
hatred.  Any  personal  allusion  was  entirely  undesigned 
on  the  part  of  die  author.  Tlie  Edward  Christian  of 
the  tale  is  a  mere  creature  of  the  imaginauon.  Com- 
mentators have  naturally  enough  identified  liim  with  a 
brother  of  William  Chrisdan,  named  Edward,  who  died 
in  prison  after  being  confined  seven  or  eight  years  in 
Peel  Casde,  in  the  year  1650.  Of  him  1  had  no  access 
to  know  any  thing  ;  and  as  1  was  not  aware  that  such  a 
person  had  exbted,  I  could  hardly  be  said  to  have  tra- 
duced his  cliaracter.  It  is  sufficient  for  my  jusdfication, 
that  there  lived  at  the  period  of  my  story  a  person  named 
Edward  Chrisdan,  '^  with  whom  connected,  or  by  wliom 
begot,"  I  am  a  perfect  stranger,  but  who  we  know  to 
have  been  engaged  in  such  actions  as  may  imply  his  hav- 
ing been  guilty  of  any  thing  bad.  The  fact  is,  that  upon 
the  5th  June,  1680,  Tliomas  Blood,  (the  famous  crown- 
stealer,)  Edward  Christian^  Ardiur  O'Brien,  and  others, 
were  found  guilty  of  being  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  (or 
taking  away  the  life  and  character  of  the  celebrated  Duke 
of  Buckingham  ;  but  that  this  Edward  was  the  same  with 
the  brother  of  WiUiam  Christian,  is  impossible,  since  tliat 
brother  died  in  1650  ;  nor  would  1  have  used  his  cliris- 
tened  name  of  Edward,  had  I  supposed  there  was  a 
chance  of  its  being  connected  with  any  existing  family. 
These  genealogical  matters  are  fully  illustrated  in  the 
notes  to  the  Appendix. 

*  Sco  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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I  ought  to  have  mentioned  in  the  former  editions  of 
this  romance,  that  Chariotte  de  la  Tremouille,  Countess 
of  Derby,  represented  as  a  Catholic,  was,  in  fact,  a  French 
Protestant.  For  misrepresenting  the  noble  dame  in  this 
manner,  I  have  only  Lucio's  excuse-^"  1  spoke  accord- 
ing to  the  trick."  In  a  story,  where  the  greater  part  is 
avowedly  fiction,  the  author  is  at  liberty  to  introduce  such 
variations  from  actual  fact  as  his  plot  requires,  or  wliicli 
are  calculated  to  enhance  it ;  m  which  predicament  the 
religion  of  the  Countess  of  Derby,  during  the  Popish 
Plot,  appeared  to  falL  If  I  have  over-estimated  a  ro- 
mancer's privileges  and  immunities,  I  am  afraid  this  is  not 
the  only,  nor  most  important,  case  in  which  I  have  done 
so.  To  speak  big  words,  the  heroic  Countess  has  far  less 
grounds  for  an  action  of  scandal,  than  the  memory  of  Virgil 
might  be  liable  to  for  his  posthumous  scandal  of  Di(k>. 

The  character  of  Fenella,  which,  from  its  peculiarity, 
made  a  favourable  impression  on  tlic  public,  was  far  from 
being  originals  The  fine  sketch  of  JVlignon,  in  Wilhelm 
Meister's  Lehrjahre,  a  celebrated  work  from  the  pen  of 
Goethe,  gave  the  idea. of  such  a  being.  But  the  copy 
will  be  found  greatly  different  from  my  great  prototype ; 
nor  can  I  be  accused  of  borrowing  anything,  save  the  gen- 
eral idea,  firom  an  author,  the  honour  of  his  own  country, 
and  an  example  to  tlie  authors  of  otiier  kingdoms,  to 
whom  all  must  be  proud  to  own  an  obligation. 

Family  tradition  supplied  me  witli  two  circumstances, 
which  are  somewhat  analogous  to  that  in  question.  The 
first  b  an  account  of  a  lawsuit,  taken  from  a  Scottisii  re- 
port of  adjudged  cases,  quoted  in  note  2^3,  vol.  i. 

Tlie  other — of  which  the  editor  has  no  reason  to  doubt, 
having  often  heard  it  from  those  who  were  witnesses  oif 
the  fact — ^relates  to  the  power  of  a  female  in  keeping  % 
secret,  (sarcastically  said  to  be  impossible,)  even  wlien 
that  secret  refers  to  the  exercise  of  her  tongue. 

In  the  middle  of  the  eigliteenth  century,  a  female  wan- 
derer came  to  the  door  of  Mr.  Robert  Scott,  grandfatlier 
of  the  present  autlior,  an  opulent  fanner  in  Roxburgh- 
sliirc,  and  made  signs  that  she  desired  shelter  for  the  night, 
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which,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  was  readily 
granted.  The  next  day  the  country  was  covered  with 
SHOW,  and  the  departure  of  the  wanderer  was  rendered 
impossible.  She  remained  for  many  days,  her  mainie- 
nance  adding  little  to  tlie  expense  of  a  considerable 
household  ;  and  by  the  time  that  the  weather  grew  milder, 
idle  had  learned  to  hold  intercourse  by  signs  with  the 
household  around  her,  and  could  intimate  to  them  that 
she  was  desirous  of  staying  wiiere  she  was,  and  working 
at  the  wheel  and  other  employment,  to  compensate  for 
her  food.  This  was  a  compact  not  unfrequent  at  tliat 
time,  and  the  dumb  woman  entered  upon  her  thritt,  and 
proved  a  useful  member  of  the  patriarchal  household. 
She  was  a  good  spinner,  knitter,  carder,  and  so  forth,  but 
her  excellence  lay  in  Attending  to  the  feeding  and  briug- 
iag  up  the  domestic  poultry.  Her  mode  of  whistling  lo 
call  tbein  together  was  so  peculiarly  elfish  and  shrill,  that 
it  was  thought,  by  those  who  heard  it,  more  like  that  of 
a  fairy  than  a  human  being. 

Id  this  manner  she  lived  three  or  four  years,  nor  was 
there  the  slightest  idea  entertained  in  tiie  family  that  alio 
was  other  than  die  mute  and  deprived  person  she  had  al- 
ways appeared.  .  Dut  in  a  moment  of  surprise,  she 
dropped  the  mask  which  she  had  wom  so  long. 

-It  chanced  upon  a  Sunday  that  the  whole  inhabitants 
of  the  household  were  at  ciiurch  excepting  Dumb  Ldzzie, 
whose  infirmity  was  supposed  to  render  her  incapable  of 
profiting  by  divine  service,  and  who  therefore  stayed  at 
home  to  take  charge  of  the  house.  It  happened  that,  as 
she  was  sittine;  in  the  kitchen,  a  mischievous  sheplierd 
boy,  instead  of  looking  after  his  flock  on  the  lea,  as  was 
his  duty,  slunk  iiilo  tlie  house  to  see  what  he  could  pkik 
up,  Ar  perha])s  nut  of  mere  curiositv.  Being  tempted  by 
something  which  wns  in  his  eyes  a  nicety,  he  put  forth  his 
hand,  unseen,  as  he  conceived,  to  appropriate  it.  The 
dumb  woman  came  suddenly  upon  him,  and  in  the  sur- 
prise, foi^ot  her  part,  and  exclaimed,  in  loud  Scotch,  and 
with  d'istinct  articulation,  "  Ah,  you  little  deevil's  limh  !" 
The  boy,  terrified  more  by  the  character  of  the  persoo 


PETBBIL  or  THE  PSAK. 

who  rebuked  him,  than  by  llic  mere  circumstance  of  hav- 
ing been  tskea  in  the  insigniGcant  offence,  iled  in  great 
dismajr  to  the  cburch,  to  curry  the  miraculous  news  that 
the  dumb  woman  had  found  lier  tongue. 

The  family  returned  home  in  great  surprise,  but  found 
lint  their  inmate  bad  relapsed  into  ber  usuul  mute  condi- 
tioQ,  would  communicate  with  them  only  by  signs,  and  in 
that  manner  denied  positively  what  the  boy  affirmed. 

From  this  time  confidence  was  broken  betwixt  the  other 
inmates  of  the  family  aod  their  dumb,  or  rather  silent, 
guest.  Traps  were  laid  for  the  supposed  impostor,  all  of 
which  she  skilfully  eluded  ;  firearms  were  often  suddenly 
discharged  near  her,  but  never  on  such  occasions  wns  sbe 
seen  to  start.  It  seems  prohaLle,  however,  that  Lizzie 
grew  lired  of  all  this  mistrust,  fur  she  one  morning  disap- 
peared as  she  came,  without  any  ceremony  oDcavc-taking. 

She  was  seen,  it  is  said,  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
English  border,  in  perfect  possession  of  her  speech. 
Whether  this  was  exactly  the  case  or  not,  my  informers 
were  no  way  anxious  in  inquiring,  nor  am  I  able  to  au- 
thenticate the  fact.  The  shepherd-boy  lived  to  be  a  man, 
■nd  always  averred  that  she  had  spoken  distinctly  to  him. 
What  could  he  the  woman's  reason  for  pcrsevei'ing  so  long 
in  a  dbguise  as  unnecessary  as  it  was  severe,  could  never 
be  guessed,  and  was  perhaps  tJie  consequence  of  a  cer- 
tain aberration  of  the  mind.  I  can  only  add,  that  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  the  talc  to  be  perfectly  autJicntic, 
so  far  as  it  is  here  given,  and  it  may  serve  to  parallel  the 
supposed  case  of  Fenella. 


iK^ii/y,  laai.f 
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APPENDIX.    NO.  I. 


T^  following  Notices  were  recommended  to  my  «!- 
tention,  m  the  politest  manner  possible,  by  John  ChristiaDy 
Esq.  of  Milntown,  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  Unrigg,  in 
Cumberland,  Dempster  at  present  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 
This  gentleman  is  naturally  interested  in  the  facts  which 
are  stated,  as  representative  of  the  respectable  family  of 
Christian,  and  lineally  descended  from  William  Dhone, 
put  to  death  by  the  Countess  of  Derby.  I  can  be  no  way 
interested  in  refusing  Mr.  Christian  this  justice,  and  wil«- 
lingly  lend  my  aid  to  extend  the  exculpation  of  the  family. 


HISTORICAL  NOTICES 

or  KDWARD  AKD  WILLIAM  CHEISTIAK  ;  TWO  CHAXi- 
ACTERS  IN  "  PEVERIL  OF  THE    PEAK." 

The  venerable  Dr.  Dryasdust,  in  a  preparatory  dia- 
logue,  apprizes  the  Eidolon,  or  apparition  of  the  author, 
that  he  stood  '^  much  accused  for  adulterating  the  pure 
sources  of  historical  knowledge  ;' *  and  is  answered  by  that 
emanation  of  genius,  ^*  that  he  has  done  some  ^service  to 
the  public  if  he  can  present  to  them  a  lively  fictitious  pic- 
ture, for  which  the  original  anecdote  or  circumstance 
which  he  made  free  to  press  into  his  service,  only  fur- 
nbhed  a  slight  sketch ;"  '^  that  by  introducing  to  the 
busy  and  the  youtliful, 

'  Tralbs  severe  io  ^ry  fiction  dressed,' 

and  by  creating  an  interest  in  fictitious  adventures  ascrib- 
ed to  a  historical  period  and  characters,  the  reader  begins 
next  to  be  anxious  to  learn  what  the  facts  really  were^  and 
bow  ikr  the  novelist  has  justly  represented  them." 
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The  adrenUirea  ascribed  to  "  hnloricsl  cbancters" 
would,  bowerer,  iail  in  thor  monl  aim,  if  fiction  were 
placed  at  variaocfl  with  tnitli ;  if  Hampden,  or  Sydney, 
for  example,  were  painted  as  swindlers  ;  or  Lady  Jane 
Grey,  or  Rachel  Russel,  as  abandoDed  women. 

"  Odiooks !  must  oae  swear  lo  the  tiuth  of  a  mug }" 
although  an  excellent  joke,  were  a  bad  palliation  ra  such 
a  case.  Fancy  may  be  fairly  indulged  in  the  illustrstioa, 
but  not  in  the  perversion  of  fact ;  and  if  the  fictitious 
jncture  should  have  no  general  resemblance  to  the  orig- 
inal, the  flourish  of 

"  Truth*  man  in  ftirj  fictioo  ctroa'd," 

were  but  an  a^raration  of  the  wrong. 

The  family  of  Christian  is  indebted  to  this  splendid 
luminary  of  the  North  for  abundant  notoriety. 

The  William  Christian  represented  on  one  part  as  an 
ungrateful  traitor,  on  the  other  as  the  victim  of  a  judicial 
murder,  and  his  brother  (or  relative)  Edward,  one  of  the 
suite  of  a  Duke*  of  Buckingham,  were  so  far  real  his- 
torical persons.  Whether  the  talents  and  skill  of  Ed- 
ward in  imposing  on  Fenella  a  feigned  silence  of  several 
years,  be  among  the  legitimate  or  supernatural  wonders 
of  this  fertile  genius,  his  fair  readers  do  not  seem  to  be 
agreed.  Whether  the  residue  of  the  canvass,  filled  up 
with  a  masterly  picture  of  the  most  consummate  hypo- 
crite and  Satanic  villain  ever  presented  to  tbe  imagination, 
be  consistent  with  the  historical  character  of  this  individ- 
ual, is  among  the  subjects  of  research  to  which  tbe  novelist 
has  given  a  direct  invitation  in  his  prefatory  chapter. 

English  history  fiimjshes  few  materials  to  aid  the  in- 
vestigation of  transactions  chiefly  confined  to  the  Isle  of 
Man.  Circumstances  led  me,  many  years  ago,  to  visit 
this  ancient  Lilliput ;  whether  as  one  of  those  "  smart 
fellows  worth  talking  to,"  "  in  consequence  of  a  tumble 
from  my  barouche,"  "  as  a  ruined  miner,"  or  as  "  a  dis- 
apjtointed  speculator,"  is  of  no  material  import.     It  may 
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be  that  temparary  embarrassment  drove  me  bto  seclusion, 
without  any  of  the  irresistible  inducements  alluded  to  ; 
and  want  of.  employment,  added  to  the  acquaintance  and 
aid  of  a  zealous  local  antiquary,  gradually  led  to  an  ex- 
amination of  all  accessible  autliorities  on  Uiis  very  subject 
amo^  others.  So  it  happened,  that  I  had  not  landed 
man^iours  before  I  found  the  mournful  ditty  of  '^  Wil- 
liam Dhone"  {broum  or  fair-haired  William^  this  very 
identical  William  Christian)  twanged  through  the  dcmi- 
nasal,  demi-guttural  trumpet  of  the  carman,  and  warbled 
by  the  landlady's  pretty  daughter ;  in  short,  making  as 
great  a  figure  in  its  little  sphere  as  did  once  the  more  im- 
portant ballad  of  Chevy  Chace  in  its  wider  range  ;  the 
burden  of  the  song  purporting  Uiat  William  Dhone  was 
the  mirror  of  virtue  and  patriotism,  and  that  envy,  hatred, 
and  malice,  and  all  uncharitableness,  operate  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  wisest  and  the  best. 

Themes  of  popular  feeling  naturally  attract  the  earliest 
notice  of  a  stranger  ;  and  I  found  the  story  of  tliis  indi- 
vidual, though  abundantly  garbled  and  discoloured  on  tlie 
insular  records,  full  of  circumstances  to  excite  the  deepest 
interest,  but  which,  to  be  rendered  intelligible,  must  be 
approached  by  a  circuitous  route,  in  which  neither  elfin 
page,  nor  maidea  fair,  can  be  tlie  companion  of  our  walk. 

The  loyal  and  celebrated  James,  seventh  Earl  of  Derby , 
was  induced,  by  tlie  circumstances  of  tlie  times,  to  fix  his 
chief  residence  in  the  Isle  of  Man  from  1643  to  1651.* 
During  this  period  he  com|X)scd,  in  the  form  of  a  letterf 
to  lib  son  Charles,  (Lord  Strange,)  an  historical  account 

*  His  coontcM  resided  at  Latham  House  (her  heroic  defence  of  which  if 
well  known)  until  1644  or  6,  when  i^  also  retired  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  A 
contemporary  publication,  the  Affrntrifis  AuiicuSf  by  John  Biricenhead,  sayt, 
"  the  Countesse,  it  seems,  stole  the  Eari's  breeches,  when  he  fled  lonr  since 
into  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  bath  in  his  absence  played  the  Man  at  LaOiani." 
This  insinuation  is  certainly  unjust ;  but  tlic  Earl  seems  to  consider  some  ex- 
planation necessary,  "  why  bo  leO  the  land,  when  ever}*  gallant  spirit  had 
engaeed  himself  (or  king  and  coimt  ry."  T>an<rer  of  revolt  and  invasion  of 
tlic  island  constitute  the  subst;uicr  of  this  explanation.  There  is  reason,  how- 
ever, to  conjecture,  that  he  had  been  disappointed  of  the  command  he  had  <^ 
right  to  expect,  when  he  brouglita  considerable  levy  to  join  theKing[at  York. 
Any  explanation,  in  »l)ort,  might  l>e  listened  to,  except  a  doubt  of  lusloyiJtj 
and  araent  military  spirit,  vihi<-h  were  al>ove  all  impeachment. 

t  Published  in  I'tck's  Desiderata  Curiosa,  in  1779. 
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of  thit  bland,  with  a  sUtemeDt  of  hb  own  proceedings 
there ;  interspersed  with  much  political  advice  for  tna 
guidance  of  lus  successor  ;  TuU  of  acute  observation,  and 
erioeing  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  works  of  Ma- 
cbavelU,  which  it  appears,  by  ■  quotatioa,*  that  be  had 
studied  in  a  Latin  edition.  The  work,  Blthough^>rmall]r 
divided  into  chapters  and  numbered  paragraphs,  is  pro- 
fessedly desultory,-)-  and  furnishes  few  means  of  deier- 
mining  the  tvlativa  dates  of  his  bets,  which  must  accord- 
ingly be  supplied  by  uitemal  evidence,  and  in  some  cases 
by  conjecture. 

He  appears  to  have  been  drawn  thither,  in  1643,  by 
lelteis|  intimating  tlie  danger  of  a  revolt :  the  "  people 
had  begun  the  fashion  of  flnglond  in  murmuring  ;  "  as- 
sembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner  ;  desiring  new  laws,  they 
would  have  no  bishops,  pay  no  tithes  to  the  clergie, 
despised  authority,  rescued  people  committed  by  the 
Governor,"  &c.  ic. 

The  Earl's  first  care  was  to  apply  himself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  these  insurrectionary  movements  ;  and  as  he 
found  some  interruption  to  his  proceedings  in  the  conduct 
of  EdvHird  Cfuitlian,^  an  attempt  shall  be  made,  so  far 
as  our  limits  will  admit,  to  extract  the  Earl's  own  account 
of  this  person.  "  I  was  newlyj|  got  acquainted  with  Cap- 
tain Christian,  whom  I  perceived  to  have  abilities  enough 
to  do  me  service.  I  was  told  he  had  made  a  good  fortune 
in  the  Indies  ;  that  he  was  a  Mankesman  bom."  -  -  "  He 
u  excellent  good  companie  ;  as  rude  as  a  sea  captain 
should  be ;  nit  refined  as  one  that  had  civilized  himself 

*  Peck,  p.  446.— fertiler  MlomDitri  diqaid  uHwrabit. 

tpMfc,446.  "LoatlrUichnllU»knfDaaMral))eet,>*ikipi>nrtDnin« 
Mb«f  walMt. 

1  Pack,  p.  43*. 

4  Fw  ■  kiMory  at  Hit  &mil7.  MUblUlMd  in  the  III*  of  Hu  to  nrly  ■■ 
1491,  lae  HulelwiMa'i  Huury  of  Cumberluid,  vol.  iU.  p.  146.  Twj  bid 
■rcnoudy  baui  HlsbUtfaw)  in  Wijrlaaihin. 

I  lliit  ti  ta  oBinpU  of  Ib0  diffieuHy  of  unuing  the  relativa  daiai)  Iba 
mnl  n'w,  thui  BiniiloyMl  U  the  evliut  in  1613,  nien  to  lEtS,  Um  d«u  of 
Dm  ipMiatBMai  of  E.  Cbruiiiu  i"  >>•  gDvernir  of  Iba  I'le  af  Haa,  which 
•Ac*  bi  had  liU  ItSi,  (SKbevBriU'i  Acconnl  or  the  Iilt>  of  Hu,  pobliibed 
n  1101,  p.  100.)  tiM  E*rl  btier  llHn  Laid  8tnnp,bul  •ppamulj  idune  tlta 
Iswt  in  public  buriaen  deri«(lui  frihM'i  lifotiiM. 
B       VOL.    I. 
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balf  a  year  at  Court,  where  ho  served  tlie  Duke  or  Buck- 
laghun."  -  -  -  "  While  he  governed  here  some  few  years 
he  pleased  me  very  well,"  Sic.  &c.  '-  But  such  is  the 
coodition  of  man,  that  moat  will  have  some  fault  or  other 
to  blurr  all  their  best  vertueti ;  and  liis  was  of  lliat  condi- 
tion whj^i  is  reckoned  witli  drunkenness,  viz.  covttout- 
ncit,  boin  marked  mtk  age  to  incrense  and  c;row  in  man." 
-  -  "  When  a  Prince  has  given  all,  and  the  bvourite  can 
desire  no  more,  they  both  grow  weary  of  one  another."* 
An  account  of  the  Earl's  successive  public  meetingti, 
short,  from  the  limits  of  our  skctcli,  is  extracted  in  a  notef 
from  llie  headings  of  the  cha|>ter3  (apparently  composed 
by  Peck.)  In  the  la^t  of  tliesc  meetings  it  appears  that 
'Edtvanl  Christian  attempted  at  it3  closu  tn  recapitulate 
the  business  of  the  day  :  "Asked  if  we  did  not  agree 
thus  and  ilius,"  mentioning  soinc  things  (^y  '''^  Earl) 
"  be  Lad  instructed  the  people  to  aske ;  which  happily 

■  Peck,  p.  m.  Thrfc  !■  KaontrMU  umae  Dmir  in  HDlrlilnsoo'i  ecdmI- 
ney  nrihc  /^milv  in  his  Ili^lun'  orCuinlvrlnii.l :  I«l  l.r.>ll>cr,  Joliii.  twni  liXtS  ■. 
Cd,  died  voane';  M.  Wllimn,  horn  I'iOS) -hh.  R.hininl,  iMat.  " 

^.   .,,.  .,  J--_  ,^..  . '-Bc  m  S«lievrrill,p.  inojC-i 

rGrr  ihaa  inw,  aBil  bt  mM 
«  frrqacMrd  Iha  t'oart  oTCIiuIh  I-i  and  b« 
(olcctoilaiafilpcrMU  loliaafmvrunr.al  tbiagBiflSorai.    IViinwiB 
mcnlionrd in  dipliu(tFB<nl>viDUsly  of Kutart  afr:  uulEdr-irdtht e«rtfiHir 

Kicw*  to  bare  Iwcd  Ihe  jnon^pst  bmther  of  WiOitim  ChruK^n.  ■  bnnch  of 
Nupr  IbiiuIt, jmsti-cuiiic  tlw  ntoieof  Knnchrtialicii.  wwr  Cuile  R:i>1wn, 
who.  m  wpn  a«  EtltnH,  ira<  iiiii>riMuir<1  io  P('-t  CsMin  in  lit  13. 

t  PrA  3W, «  ic-;.  "  Cbm.  viii,  "Hm  £uI  npp»iM*  b  mceiiae  aC  iha 
BUivM,  cvi-ni  oniii  In  pre  iH  bit  griannivw  ;  iif/oa  wliieb  d'tnc  diiuk  is  mit- 
wil  hin.  wkieb  ha  wIdki  tA,  hrin^  nnf  mily  tar  thnn.  Iivrcfbre'  ri^nlri  and 
diviilm  ihrnt  i  on  iba  a|j|«tuc«l  ilsy  bcapfnamhih  agoodprniil;  ihu  pM- 
}do  girc  in  Uiflr  coinplmnl^  quiclly  nv\  rrliiu.  Chap.  ii.  Auothiv  Bct'linr 
■paoiMnl,  oliM  be  alan  apppan  wiib  a  Jtiml  ninnl.  MaivtHiirinci  •prnG 
oulv  Hauba,  wImIi  ■  mnrt  itmi<^iitK  prrwui  (|>nihal>)T  <'iiphiin  (.'hriiiinD,  a 
liM  jpi-rmnr)  trunlil  himlrr,  hm  ih«  K»rl  rariiiib  h;  ailnn  ahvul  il  apprni- 
iaK  in  f»yat  \  die  HiukCiiiHSa  enal  talkpni  and  wioatiti ;  ihe  Ewf  ■  Kpici 
get  i>  with  lhFinairIwhi.'e>U<:IlKiii.  t'liup.  i.  Thr  in^l  livflitc  ibr  iMwiinir 
avf  Karl  mntulM  willi  fail  o'liirn  whai  in  nii«iM>r:  tiui  tell)  dMon  nmbinp  af 
hi*  ipiw)  niBpan  bodi  iciioili.  dbJ  kecH  hack  hii  una  opiaiua  i  Mndit 
cane  uf  llw  oSvcn.  wbu  he  knaw  wDuLd  b^  ifovhlcHvfna.  ott  of  tfaJc  uaVr 
a^l^ll  "ihcr  inillcr<;  Ihi^  (|>rpii  ril)  fOTpmnr  nripilictnnmrndriti  atal  roun- 
tcUnnibeprapeml.  rbap.ci.  'llie£ar<'icnni*!rciallK  pcnpkalhii  Gnt 
going  ewr^  bii  carriap;  Bl  Ihe  iwc'iOB  In  dio.1b«(  polilionrn,  lo  impmlml, 
latin  moil  coididnn.BDd  to  il«  mcni  dai:TTri'i9.  n>.  Ihem who utond behind 
and  pmrapiad  eihen.  All  tbia^  being  agreed.  CaptaiD  Chrinieii  mnnin^lv 
hrfina  ditUirbance  i  lb«  Eorl'a  reply  aad  ipercta  in  Ibo  penple;  Cbriuian  ii 
■irnke  Maok  j  Mvetal  pMiple  coui'iniUcd  to  priian  and  Aoad,  which  qiucU 


Cd,  died  nNine;  l , ,  -. , 

Aa  Ue  ar  Mu,  ICJ!),  locrordinc  lo  Sadnvrrill,  f.  IM),  KS.)  TJiii  EiU 
wanl'ilrinh  cnnnnl  bn  ptapcrf  eururr  ihaa  IfiiKI,  awl  be  eniiU  an)  r  "  "- — 
wade  a  fiirlan*  ia  lln  Iwlin,  have  frrqi 
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they  had  ftx^t."  Tlie  E^rl  accordingly  rose  in  nralli, 
and,  after  s  short  speech,  "  bade  tlie  court  to  rise,  and  no 
inan  to  spcalc  more." — "  Some,"  he  adds,  "  were  coiit- 
mitted  to  priton,  and  there  abided,  until,  upon  gubmitnon 
uid  assurance  of  Seing  vf.ry  good  and  quiet,  they  were 
released,  and  others  were  put  into  their  rx>oms. — #thouglit 
fit  to  make  them  be  deeply  Jintd;  since  this  tliey  all 
come  in  most  submisse  and  lomng  maaner."*  Pretty 
efficient  means  of  producing  quiet,  if  tlie  despot  be  strong 
enough,  and .  with  it  such  ioee  as  suits  a  despot's  lancy ! 
Ammig  the  pristHiers  were  Edward  Chrittian  and  his . 
brother  William  of  Knockntslien  ;  the  latter  was  released 
in  1644,  on  giving  bond,  among  other  conditions,  not  to 
depart  the  island  mlhoul  Ucenn. 

Of  Edward,  the  Earl  says,  "  I  will  return  imto  Captain 
Christian,  wliose  business  must  be  heard  next  week" 
(cither  in  1644  ur  early  in  1&45.)  "  He  is  still  in  prison, 
and  I  believe  many  wonder  thereat,  as  savmirinf;  of  in- 
justice, and  that  his  trial  should  be  deferred  so  long.'* 
"  Also  his  business  is  of  that  condition  that  it  concerns 
not  hiutself  alone."  "If  a  Jvirie  of  liie  people  do  passe 
upon  him,  (being  he  had  so  cajoled  them  to  believe 
lie  supers  for  their  sakesj)  it  is  likely  they  should  quit 
faiin,  and  then  might  he  laugh  at  us,  whom  I  had  ratlier 
lie  had  betrayed."  "  I  remember  one  said  it  was  much 
safer  to  take  men's  lives  than  their  estates  :  for  their 
children  will  sooner  much  forget  the  death  of  their  father 
than  the  loss  of  their  patrinionie."f  Edw-ard  died  in 
custody  in  Peel  Castle  in  1G50,{  after  an  imprisonment 
of  between  seven  and  eight  years  ;  and  so  far,  at  least,  no 
ground  can  be  discovered  for  that  gratitude  which  is  af- 
terwards said  to  have  been  violated  by  this  family,  un- 
less indeed  we  transplant  ourwlves  to  those  countries 
where  it  is  the  fashion  to  (log  a  public  ofliccr  one  day 
and  replace  him  in  authority  the  next. 

•  P«k,  «9.  t  l'«k,  HG-S. 

1  Fdtluim'i  Tmir,  p.  IGl,  placp«  ihi*  evwii,  (wkilii  >  pfiwmfif  in  Peel  Cm- 
de.)  on  ibn  aallRnily  nfa  t<inil».iiim-,  in  ICGO, "  Jolui  Urcculialeli  brine  ;nT- 
crunr."  N<nr  Jiilin  Grcciibalsii  reascil  u>  bt  sDvuuor  in  IW  ;  tUe  (tue  u 
Drobalil}'  an  errw  iu  iLe  prcasTor  I6M. 
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The  insular  records  detail  with  minutenesss  the 
plaints  of  the  people  relative  to  the  exactions  of  ibe 
church,  and  their  adjustment  by  a  sort  of  public  arbitra- 
tion in  October  1643.  But  it  b  singular,  diat  neither  in 
these  records,  nor  in  the  Earl's  very  studied  narrative  of 
the  moiies  of  discussion,  the  ofiences,  and  the  punish- 
ments,  is  one  word  to  be  found  regarding  the  more  im* 
portant  points  actually  at  issue  between  himself  and  the 
people.  The  foct,  however,  is  fully  enveloped,  as  if  by 
accident,  in  one  of  the  chapters  (xvi.)  of  this  very  desul* 
tory  but  sagacious  performance.  '^  There  comes  this 
Tery  instant  an  occasion  to  me  to  acquaint  you  with  a 
q>ecial  matter,  which,  if  by  reason  of  these  troublesome 
and  dangerous  times,  I  cannot  bring  to  passe  my  intents 
therein,  you  may  in  your  better  lebure  consider  thereof, 
and  make  some  use  hereafter  of  my  present  labors,  in 
the  matter  of  a  certain  holding  in  ths  country,  called  the 
tenure  of  the  straw  ;*  whereby  men  iUnke  their  dwel^ 
lings  are  their  own  anntient  inheritancesy  and  that  they 
may  passe  the  same  to  any,  and  dispose  thereof  vnthoui 
license  iGrom  the  Lord,  but  paying  him  a  bare  small  rent 
like  unto  a  fee-farme  in  England :  wherein  they  are 
much  deceived.'' 

William  the  Conqueror,  among  his  plans  ybr  the  benejk 
^J'hit  English  snbjects,  adopted  that  of  inducing  or  com- 
pellmg  them  to  surrendw  thdr  allodial  lands,  and  re- 
ceive them  back  to  hold  by  feudal  tenure.  The  Earl  of 
Derby  projected  the  surrender  of  a  amilar  right,  in  order 
to.  create  tenures  more  proGtable  to  himself— a  simple 
lease  for  three  lives,  or  twenty-one  years.     The  measure 

was  entirely  novel,  although  the  attempt  to  prevent f 

^— —       .    ■    »  ■  11      — .^»         I    ■    II         II      ,^_^_„ 

*  In  Uw  tnasfer  of  real  ettates  boUi  painiet  came  into  Uw  common  law 
covt,  and  the  craator,  in  Uw  fece  of  tbe  coort,  traatferred  hi»  title  to  tha 
porelMser  by  the  deliveiy  of  a  straw;  wbidiy  befa^  recorded,  was  las  title. 
The  same  practice  provalled  in  the  transfer  of  personal  property.  Sir  Ed- 
ward  Coke,  iv.  69,  when  speaJdnf^  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  says,  *'  upon  tbe  saW 
of  a  horse,  or  any  contract  for  any  other  thin^,  they  make  the  stipulation  per* 
feet  per  trtuHtionem  tttpulcBf**  (by  the  deliyery  of  a  straw.)  Pemps  a  aHMne 
feasible  etymology  of  aHptUatioHf  than  the'  usual  denvatioa  from  stripes  (a 
■take  or  land«mwk),  or  stipt  (a  piece  of  money  or  wages.) 

t  Among  those  instances  in  wMch  *'  the  commands  of  tae  lord  proprietor 
have"  {m  the  empMitic  wordi  of  the  cnimniiriooeri  of  1791,  p.  d7)  ^*  been 
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^ieOBlioa  withont  license  from  the  lord,  for  purposes  of 
alessproGtableexactton,  may  be  traced,  together  with  the 
scenes  of  vii^ence  it  produced,  through  many  passages 
in  the  ancient  records,  which  would  be  inexplicBble  with- 
out this  clue.  ' 

The  Earl  proceeded,  certainly  with  sufiicient  «iera;y 
and  ccnsidenUe  skill,  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  ob- 
ject. In  die  very  year  of  liis  arrival,  Dec.  1643,  he  ap- 
pc»nted  commissioners*  to  compound  for  leases,  consbting 
of  scxne  of  his  principal  ofiicers,  (members  of  council,) 
who  bkd  themselves  been  prevailed  on  by  adequate  con- 
uderaiions  to  surrender  their  estates,  and  are  by  general 
tradition  accused  of  having  conspired  to  delude  iheir  sim- 
ple countrymen  into  the  persuasion,  that  having  no,  title- 
deeds,  their  estates  were  insecure  ;  tliat  leases  were 
title-deeds  ;  and  although  nominally  for  limited  terms, 
declared  the  lands  to  be  descendible  to  their  eldest  sons. 
Il  is  remarkable  that  the  names  of  Ewan  and  William 
Christian,  tvro  of  the  council,  are  alone  excluded  from 
this  commission. 

We  have  already  seen  two  of  the  name  committed  to 
prison.  The  following  notices,  which  abundantly  unfold 
the  ground  of  the  Earl's  hostility  to  the  name  of  Chris- 
tian, relate  to  Ewan  Christian,  the  fattier  of  William 
Dhone,  and  one  of  the  Decmslers  excluded  from  the  com- 
mission. "  One  presented  me  a  petition  a;^«inst  Deem- 
Merf  Christian,  on  the  behalf  of  an  infant  who  is  con- 
ceived to  have  a  right  unto  his  Faruie  Kainsway  (Ron- 
aldswny),  one  of  the  principal  holdings  in  this  country. 


niitrvr)'  Ift  ^fxtd  mid  laudiiMe  unlcr.  and  rhv^ifl  uut  Hidrv 
linii  ntsde.  ihr  inhabiiuiiii  hart,  aai  diUn  do,  untmjhnanaii 

"11,  Eire,  erata,  rtnp 

(Mr  fiberlKa  ntul  ^/,. 


iue  11 


■Med  in  IflU.     lU-pnit  i>r  <'.aiHmi»i<u]Ms  oT  I7J1.    A|^>.  A.,  Nu.  71,  It>:|i. 
of  LawOflicm. 

•  The  «nvmiiir'<«mi>tivi|W.  rPOc-ivw  \  aiiil  Juhn  Cnind,  ilcrnKter. 

t  DcuinnliT.eriilcBlly  Angliriu'd,  llx'  pwuin  tvho  •leem*  ihc  law;  ■  d«- 

o£c«  Brtlum,  idrqlickl  will,  Iho  liaivv  uf  lligsc'ju.lf^i  luil  lawi  u  oAea 
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who,  by  reason  of  his  emineDcie  here,  and  that  he  boldetli 
much  of  the  same  tenure  of  the  straw  in  other  places,  he 
is  soe  observed,  that  certainly  as  I  temper  the  matter 
with  him  in  this,  soe  shall  I  prevail  with  others."*  -  -  • 
*^  By  policief  they  (the  Christians)  are  crept  into  the 
principal  places  of  power,  and  they  be  seated  round  about 
the  country,  and  in  the  heart  of  it ;  they  are  matched 
with  the  best  families,"  inc. 

*^  The  prayer  of  the  petition^  fcmnerly  mentioned  was 
to  this  effect,  that  there  might  be  a  fair  tryal,  and  when 
ike  right  UHU  recovered,  that  /tiwtcU  graunt  ihem  a  lease 
thereof— ihi$  beitig  in  the  tenure  of  the  etrawJ^  -  -  • 
«  Upon  some  conference  with  the  petitioner,  I  find  a 
rnoticm  heretofore  was  made  by  my  commissioners,  that 
the  Deemster  should  give  this  fellow  a  summe  of  money. 
But  he  would  part  with  none,  neverthelesse  now  it  may 
be  he  will,  and  I  hope  be  so  wise  as  to  assure  unto  him- 
self his  holding,  by  compounding  with  me  Tor  the  lease 
of  the  same,  to  which,  if  they  two  agree,  I  shall  grant  it 
him  on  easy  terms.  For  if  he  break  the  ice,  I  may  haply 
catch  some  fish."§ 

The  issue  of  this  piscatory  project  was  but  too  success- 
ful. Ewan  bent  to  the  reign  of  terror,  and  gave  up 
Rooaldsway  to  his  son  William,  who  accepted  tlie  lease, 
and  named  his  own  descendants  for  the  lives.  Still  the 
objects  attained  were  unsubstantial,  as  being  contrary  to 
all  law,  written  or  oral ;  and  the  system  was  incomplete, 
until  sanctioned  by  the  semblance  of  le^slative  confir- 
mation. 

We  have  seen  tliat  tlie  Earl  had  in  the  island  a  con- 
siderable military  force,  and  we  know  from  other  sources|^ 
that  they  lived  in  a  great  measure  at  free  quarters.     We 

•  Peck,  447.  t  lb.  448.  "^ 

t  I  have  asceilaiDed  the  date  or  this  petition  to  be  164S. 

\  Coretotuness  is  not  attribute<l  to  the  head  of  this  family ;  bat  the  Eari 
makes  himself  merry  with  his  8[anaiitry — oataral  children,  it  seems,  look  the 
name  of  their  father,  and  not  of  their  mother,  as  elsewhere.,  and  ''  the  de«m- 
ster  did  not^t  soe  many  for  lust's  sake,  as  In  make  the  niame  of  CWisliaa 
flourish."  Of  him,  or  a  successor  of  the  same  name,  it  is  relaledy  tkal  ho 
"  won  hJSOO  at  play  from  the  Bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  with  which  he  pur- 
chased the  manor  <m  Ewanrig^  in  Cumberland,  still  pomened  by  that  fiunuj.* 

I  Evidence  on  llie  mock  tnal  of  Williaia  Dbdnc. 
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luT»  bis  own  testimony  for  statii^,  that  he  achieved  bis 
objects  by  imprisoning,  until  his  prisoners  "promiied  le 
Ac  good  ;"  and  successively  filling  tbeir  places  with  oth- 
ers, until  they  also  conformed  to  hit  theonf  of  puhUc 
virtue.  And  the'reader  will  be  prepared  to  hear,  without 
surprise,  tlitt  the  same  means  enabled  him,  in  1645,  to 
arrange  a  legislature*  capable  of  yielding  a  forced  assent 
to  this  notable  system  of  aubmissioD  and  loving,  kindness. 

This  is  perbaiH  the  most  convenient  place  for  stating, 
that,  in  the  subsequent  surrender  of  the  Island  to  the 
troops  of  the  Paiiiament,  the  only  stipulation  made  by 
the  Islanders  was,  "  that  they  mi^it  enjoy  their  lands  and 
liberties  as  they  formerly  had."  In  what  manner  this 
stipulation  was  performed,  my  notes  do  not  enable  me  lo 
state.  The  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  propitious  in  other 
respects,  inflicted  on  the  Isle  of  Man  tlie  revival  of  its 
feudal  goi'emment ;  and  the  ailair  of  the  tenures  continued 
to  be  a  theme  of  perpetual  contest  and  unavailing  com- 
plaint, until  finally  adjusted  in  1703,  through  the  media- 
tion of  the  excellent  Bishop  Wilson  in  a  legislative  com- 
promise, known  by  the  name  of  the  Act  of  Settlement, 
whereby  the  people  c^tained  a  full  recognition  of  their 
ancient  rights,  on  condition  of  doubling  the  actual  quit 
rents,  and  consenting  to  alienation  fines,  first  exacted  by 
the  Earl  Jaroes  in  164d.f 

In  1648,  William  Dhone  was  appointed  Receiver  Gen- 
eral ;  and  in  the  same  year  we  find  bis  elder  brother,  John, 
(assistant  Deemster  to  bis  father  Ewan,)  committed  to 
Peel  Castle  on  one  of  these  occasions,  which  strongly 
marks  the  character  of  the  person  and  tbe  times,  and  af- 
fords also  a  glimpse  at  the  feeling  of  the  people,  and  at  the 
condition  of  the  devoted  family  of  Christian.  The  in- 
quisitive will  find  it  in  a  note  ;|  other  readers  will  pass  on. 

■  Wr  Bhnll  use,  hy  an<t  hy,  a  very  <:ii>plr  hifiIiikI  of  pnrkiDi;  a  ju.litlal 
and  te^hlive  body,  by  rcnioviiif;  .-iiid  ri'iiliitiiij  term  tudicu/uud  liy  upa 
and  Ihe  tSDic  DUUHlRir. 

t  Rqwn  of  1791.    Ajip.  A.  Nn.  7t. 

i  A  pcnoD  named  Charles  Vaughmi  k  lirniighi  lo  Iwlje  an  iiifiinnalion, 
■bml  being  in  Engluid,  he  fell  iitio  roii>i>any  wiili  a  vuunr  man  named  Chria- 
liu,  wlui  Mid  he  had  laielv  lelt  llie  I^lc  of  Man.  and  was  in  aearrh  of  « 
t«Ditet,wbswucl«iii(i>P»fli«DieiiiOfficiirj  thai  ia  iMwci  Id  lome  cfiM. 
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Tlie  circumstances  are  familiarly  kno\^*n,  to  the  reader 
of  English  history,  of  the  march  of  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
in  1651,  with  a  corps  from  the  Isle  of  Man  for  the  service 
of  the  King ;  his  joining  the  royal  army  on  tlie  eve  ot 
the  battle  of  Worcester ;  his  flight  and  imprisonment  at 
Chester,  after  that  signal  defeat ;  and  his  trial  and  execu- 
tion at  Bolton  in  Lancashire,  by  the  officers  of  the  Par- 
liament, on  the  15th  October  of  that  year. 

Immediately  afterwafds,  Colonel  Duckenfield,  who 
commanded  at  Chester  on  behalf  of  the  Parliament,  pro- 
ceeded with  an  armament  of  ten  ships  and  a  considerable 
military  force,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

William  Christian  was  condemned  and  executed  in 
1662-3,  for  acts  connected  with  its  surrender,  twelve 
years  before,  which  are  still  involved  in  obscurity  ;  and  it 
will  be  most  acceptable  to  the  general  reader  that  we 
should  pass  over  the  intermediate  period,*  and  leave  the 
facts  regarding  this  individual,  all  of  them  extraordinary, 
and  some  of  peculiar  interest,  to  be  developed  by  the 

tMM«,  ke  s«id.  "  Tbe  Earl  did  cue  the  uikal/itanU  of  tUal  Isle  very  hardly ; 
had  eMiroatcd  great  fines  from  Ibe  inhabitaiibi ;  had  changed  the  ancieni  ten- 
uret,  mud  forced  then  to  take  leases.  l*bal  ho  had  taken  away  one  hundred 
IMNiuiis  a-ycar  from  his  faUicr,  and  bad  kepi  his  iiiirlc  iu  prison  four  or  five 
▼earn.  iMit  if  ever  the  Earl  cam«;  to  England,  he  had  used  the  inhabitants  so 
urdly,  thai  he  was  sure  they  would  never  suflfer  him  to  land  in  that  Uaml 
again."  \a  order  is  givtMi  to  imprison  John  Christian  (probablv  tlic  reputetl 
liead  of  the  family,  hi!i  father  l>cing  advanced  in  years)  iu  Peel  (^astle,  until 
he  entered  into  tMOilit  to  be  of  sood  behaviour,  an'i  not  to  depart  the  Itie 
wkJtout  license. — (luKiilar  KerortU.)  The  vounff  man  in  question  is  said  to 
have  been  the  son  of  William  (!*hriHlian  of  KnttckruHhen. 

*  Some  rcatlcrs  may  desire  an  uullliic  of  this  period.  The  lordship  »f  the 
Island  was  givLMi  to  Lord  Fairfax,  who  deputed  commiaMouers  to  regulate  its 
affairs;  one^of  thorn  (Chalnnor)  pihii<ihcd  an  account  of  the  Islantf  in  IG5G. 
lie  puts  down  William  (.'bristinn  as  Kecci\'er  Gi'ueraJ  iu  IG53.  We  find  his 
name  as  Guvcmor,  fnm  \Cuih  to  ICtiJi),  (Sachcvcrill,p.  101, |  in  which  year  he 
was  succA^eded  by  (*haloncr  h'msclf.  Am^Hi^  tlio  nnomalirs  of  those  timea, 
it  would  seem  that  be  bad  retained  ttic  ofriee  of  Keceivi:r  while  ofliciaiing  as 
Governor ;  and  opi>co})ar*v  having  \,oc\\  alkolirthed,  and  the  receipts  uf  the  see 
added  to  those  ot  the  exr^iequerrhe  had  large  accoiiuls  to  settle,  for  which 
Chaluiier  Ms^uestered  his  eslaie^  m  his  a)>Kt'uce,  ami  imprisoned  and  held  to 
bail  his  brother  John,  for  aidinuf  what  lie  calls  his  escape  ;  his  son  (leor^  re- 
turned from  Knglancl.  by  perniiiisiou  of  LonI  Fairfax,  to  settle  his  fathcr^s  ac- 
counts.  Chalom-r  iniorais  us.  that  the  r^'vennes  of  the  sup|tressed  sec  were 
not  appropriittd  to  the  firlvale  um'  of  IjonI  Fairfax,  wlio,  *•  for  th«*  better  cn- 
couragt*ment  autls4ip}>orlof  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  for  the  promoting 
of  learning,  hath  couterred  all  this  revenue  upon  tne  ministers,  and  also  for 
maintaining  free  schools,  t.  e.  at  Castletown,  Peel,  Douglass,  and  Ramsay.'* 
ChakMier  pays  a  Uberal  tribute  to  the  talents  of  the  clergy,  and  the  learning 
BxA  piety  o.'  the  late  bisliops. 
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record  of  ibe  trial,  and  documents  derived  from  other 


A  mandate  hy  Cbaries,  8th  Earl  or  Derby,  dated  at 
Latham  in  September  1662,  after  descanting  on  the  hein- 
ous sinof  rebellion,  "aggravated  by  its  being  instrumental* 
in  the  death  of  the  Lord  ;  aod  stating  that  he  is  himsfllf 
coDcemed  to  revenge  a  father's  blood,"  orders  William 
Chtistian  to  be  proceeded  against  forthwith,  for  all  his  U- 
l^al  actions  at,  before,  or  after,  the  year  1651,  (a  prei^ 
sweepmg  range.)  The  indictment  charges  him  with 
"  being  the  head  of  an  insurrection  against  the  Countess 
of  Derby  in  1651 ,  assuming  the  power  unio  himself,  and 
depriving  her  Ladyship,  his  Lordship,  and  heiis  thereof." 

A  series  of  depositions  appear  on  record  from  the  3d  to 
the  13th  October,  and  a  reference  by  the  precious  de- 
positaries of  justice  of  that  day,  to  the  twenty -four  Keys,-^ 
*'  Whether  upon  the  examination  taken  and  read  before, 
you  find  Mr.  W.  Christian  of  Honaldsway,  within  com- 
pass of  the  statute  of  the  year  1422, — thai  is,  to  receive 
a  sentence  without  queit,  or  to  be  tried  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law."  This  body,  designated  on  the  record 
"  so  many  of  the  Keys  as  were  then  present,"  were  in 
number  seventeen  ;  but  not  being  yet  sufficiently  select 
to  approve  of  natence  wiikout  trial,  made  their  return. 
To  be  tried  by  course  of  law. 

On  the  26th  November,  it  is  recorded,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Attorney -General  having  proceeded  to  the  jail 
"  with  a  guard  of  soldiers,  to  require  him  (Christian)  to 
the  bar  to  receive  his  trial,  he  refused,  and  denied  to 
come,  and  abide  the  same" — (admirable  courtesy  to  in- 
vite, instead  of  bringing  him  to  the  bar  !)  Whereupon 
the  Governor  demanded  the  law  of  Deemster  Norris,  who 
then  sat  in  judication.     Deemster  John  Christian  having 

*  Sec  Ibe  nmarli  in  Cliriiliaii'i  djins  ^peci'b,  Ihal  the  luie  Esrl  hud  been 
Fxeeulrd  eighl  ilsyi  bcfiiro  Ihe  iniurrcclion. 

._  j  llie  (Iccinik'n)  ami  llio  U-y,  Hlin  uIho,  hIiIt  iIig  loril,  cumpoaoil  Ihe 

branclwt  i<r  Ihp  Ic^^.tlaiivc  IuhIv  ;  anrl  ii  was  ibv  practice  in  (tact  of 

oinli  of  fiuwuiarj  law  lo  Uie  deemilcr)  and  ktj*. 
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not  appeared,  and  Mr.  Edward  Christian*  liis  son,  and 
assistant,  having  diso  forborne  to  sit  in  this  Court,  he  the 
said  Deemster  Norris  craved  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
tlie  twenty-four  Keys ;  and  the  said  Deemster  and  Keys 
deemed  the  law  therein,  to  wit,  that  lie  is  at  tlie  mercy 
of  the  I>ord  for  hfe  and  goods. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  seven  of  the  Keys  were  for- 
merly absent,  on  what  account  we  shall  presendy  see. 
All  this  Tifas  very  cleverly  arranged  by  the  following  re* 
corded  (Mrder,  29th  December — ^^  These  of  the  twenty* 
four  Keys  are  removed  of  that  Company^  in  reference  to 
»y  Honourable  Lord's  order  in  that  behalf;"  enumer- 
ating seven  names,  not  of  the  seventeen  before  mentioned, 
and  naming  seven  others  who  ^'are  swomf  in  their  places." 
The  judicature  is  farther  improved  by  transferring  an 
eighth  individual  of  the  first  seventeen  to  the  council,  and 
filling  his  place  with  another  proper  person.  These  facts 
have  been  related  with  sopie  minuteness  of  detail  for  two 
reasons  ;  Ist,  Although  nearly  equalled  by  some  of  the 
subsequent  proceedings,  they  would  not  be  credited  on 
common  authority ;  and  2d,  They  render  all  comment  un- 
necessary, and  prepare  the  reader  for  any  judgment,  how- 
ever extraordinary,  to  be  expected  from  such  a  tribunal. 

Then  come  the  proceedings  of  the  29tli  December — 
Tlie  Proposals,  as  they  are  named,  to  the  Deemsters,! 
and  twenty-four  Keys  now  assembled,  *^  to  be  answered 
in  point  of  law."  1st,  Any  malefactor,  &c.  being  indicted, 
&c.  and  denying  to  abide  the  law  of  his  country  in  that 
course,  (notwithstanding  any  argument  or  plea  he  may 
oflfer  for  himself,)  and  thereupon  deemed  to  forfeit  body 
and  goods,  he.  whether  he  may  afterwards  obtain  the  same 
benefit,  &c.  he. ;  to  which,  on  the  same  day,  they  an- 


*  Tbe  eraodsoo  of  Eran.  Il  appears  by  the  proceeding  of  the  Kin^  m 
council,  1663^  thnl  "  he  did,  whm  the  court  re/used  to  adnut  of  the  deceased 
%VUiiam  Chriatian^t  piea  of  the  act  of  Indemnity,  make  hu  proteftatim^ 
B^inst  ihcir  illes^al  proaediaf^t^  and  did  willidraw  Kimself,  and  came  to  Engi- 
laod  to  fiulicH  h\n  Majvsty,  and  inif >lore  his  justice/' 

t  The  Commissiuners  of  1791  are  in  doubt  ro|^rdin|er  the  time  when,  and 
the  manner  in  which,  the  keys  were  first  elected  }  this  notable  precedent  bad 
perhaps  not  fallen  under  their  observation. 

I  Hu^b  Caaocl  was  now  added  as  a  second  Deemster. 
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swered  id  the  negative.  It  was  found  practicable,  on  the 
8ist,  to  bring  tlie  prisoner  to  the  bar,  to  hear  his  sentence 
of  bein§  "  shot  to  deaths  that  thereupon  hit  life  may  c/e- 
part  from  his  body  ;"  which  sentence  was  executed  on 
the  2d  of  January,  1663. 

That  he  made  <<  an  excellent  speech"  at  the  place  of 
execution,  is  recorded,  where  we  should  little  expect  to 
find  it,  in  the  Parochial  Register ;  the  accuracy  of  that 
wiiicb  has  been  preserved  as  such  in  the  family  of  a  cler- 
gyman, (and  appears  to  have  been  pruited  on  or  before 
1776,*)  rests  chiefly  on  internal  evidence  ;  and  on  its  ac- 
cordance, In  siflhe  material  points,  with  facts  suppressed 
or  distorted  in  the  Records,  but  established  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Privy  Council.  It  is  tlierefore  given 
without  abbreviation,  and  the  material  points  of  evidence 
io  the  voluminous  depositions  on  both  trialsf  are  extracted 
for  reference  in  a  notc.| 

*  Oie  of  the  copies  in  my  pomcjision  is  itated  to  l>c  transcribed  in  that 
jcar  from  the  prinied  tpeecb,  the  other  as  stated  in  t^p  text. 

t  Oolh  triaii  :  the  finl  is  for  tiic  Miine  purposes  as  the  English  erand  jury, 
with  ihfi  most  especial  difference,  that  evidence  is  admitted  for  the  prigonir. 
Bad  it  thn^  hecomet  what  it  is  fre(|uently  called,  the  first  trial ;  the  second,  if 
ibe  iodiciaient  be  found,  is  in  ail  reM|>ects  like  that  Uy  putty  jur  v  in  EiiHaiid. 

i  This  testimony  will  of  course  be  received  with  dux*  stispic'ion,  ann  con- 
froatcd  with  tlw  oidy  defence  known,  that  of  his  dyin;^  8}>oech.  It  goes  to 
e^taltlisb  thai  Ci>rii>tian  bad  placed  luuii»clf  at  the  hciul  of  an  nssociation 


liaofMat,  coDirar^'  to  her  pmmljtv  to  rommunirate  with  him  in  «ich  a  cnffc  ; 

that  Cbnstian  and  hb  ninociattw  dcclarc<l  that  slio  w«u  aluiut  to  sc:Il  tlM.>ni  ior 

tvopoiec  or  three|MnM*e  a*piccc ;  that  he  told  his  associates,  tliiil  bo  liail  eu- 

icied  into  rom'S|Kindciice  uith  Major  Fox  and  the  Padiaincnt,  and  received 

their aotfaorily  Io  raise  the  country;  Ibat  in  cou^equenco  of  tins  insurrection 

her  bdyshtp  ap|iO'uted  comniissionrrn  to  treat  with  ollien  "  on  the  part  of  the 

cotmlij,"  and  articles  of  Rgrcemont  were  concluded  (see  the  speech)  wliich 

auwheie  now  mppear ;  that  on  the  appearance  of  DuckenlJoJd's  ships,  stand- 

iB!^  for  Ramsay  iiay,  one  of  the  insun^mls  boarded  them  off  Douglas,  "  to 

give  iotcllii^nre  of  the  cnndilion  or  the  country  ;*'  iIm  <lK(posabTe  troops 

■art had  aiider  t^  ^vcrnor,  Sir  Philip  Musgrave,  for  Kamhay  }  tbal  wbvu 

the  shsppiiw  bad  anrbomd,  a  deputation  of  three  persons,  n'r.  John  Christian. 

Ewaa  Cornhey,  and  WilKam  Slaodish,  proceeded  on  board,  to  negotiate  for 

the  siirrcBuer  of  the  Island  (where  William  was  does  not  appear.)    The  dc- 

scrxction  of  the  articles  of  a^i^reeinent,  and  ibi'  silence  of  the  records  re^rdjug 

the  relative  slreufrth  of  the  forces,  leave  us  without  the  nkeaiis  of  determining 

the  de;^ree  of  merit  or  dement  to  be  ascrlbcil  to  these  negotiators,  or  the  prc> 

cise  aothnrttT  nndcr  wliich  they  acle<l ;  but  the  ^icvances  to  be  redressed, 

ire  cleared  from  every  obscurity  by  iho  all-suilicieut  testimony  of  the  teiniA 
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The  last  speech  of  William  Cbristiani  Esq.,  who 
executed  2d  January,  1662-3  i 

'^  Gentlemen,  and  the  rest  of  you  who  Have  accom- 
panied me  this  day  to  the  gate  of  death,  I  know  you  ez- 
rect  I  should  say  something  at  my  departure  ;  and  indeed 
am  in  some  measure  willing  to  satbfy  you,  having  not 
had  the  least  liberty,  since  my  imprisonment,  to  acquaint 
any  with  the  sadness  of  my  sufTerines,  which  flesh  and 
blood  could  not  have  endured,  without  the  power,  and 
assbtance  of  my  most  eracious  and  good  God,  into  whose 
bands  I  do  now  commit  my  poor  soul,  not  doubting  but 
that  I  shall  very  quickly  be  in  the  arms  of  his  mercy. 

<<  I  am,  as  you  now  see,  humed  hither  by  the  power 
of  a  pretended  court  ofjustucy  the  members  whereof,  or 
at  least  the  greatest  part  of  them,  are  by  no  means  quali- 
fied, but  very  ill  befitting  their  new  places.  The  reasons 
you  may  give  yourselves. 

<<  The  cause  for  which  I  am  brought  hither,  as  the 
prompted  and  threatened  jury  has  delivered,  is  high  trea- 
son against  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Derby,  for  that  I 
did,  as  they  say,  in  the'year  Gfty-one»  raise  a  force  against 
her  for  the  suppressing  and  rooting  out  that  family.  How 
unjust  the  accusation  is,  very  few  of  you  that  hear  me 

demanded  from  the  rirton, ''  thcU  they  might  tf^y  that  hmit  amitibtrtimi  am 
formtriy  they  had;  aad  that  it  wai  donamled  whether  they  asked  aay  aMra, 
oat  nothing  else  was  demanded  that  this  ezamiaant  beard  of."  The  takia^  of 
Lojral  Fort  near  Ramsay,  (commanded  by  a  Major  Duckenfiekl,  who 


made  prisoner,)  and  of  Peel  Castle,  appear  on  record  :  but  nothiaf^  could  be 
Ibond  regarding:  the  turrender  of  CfaatU  RueheHf  or  of  the  CtmnUst  of  0er^ 


Eivemors  or  Doin  castles,  m  me  miaaie  oi  ine  nigni'—-i  icon's  nisiorT  or  too 
le  of  Man,  published  in  1T78,  p.  89)  rested  on  the  slightest  sewbianco  of 
truth,  we  should  inevitably  have  found  an  attempt  to  prove  it  in  the  procoe<^ 
logs  of  this  mock  trial.  In  the  absence  of  authentic  details,  the  trMlitioB  omj 
be  adverted  to.  that  her  ladyship,  on  leaminf  the  proreodings  at  Pamaay, 
hastened  to  embark  in  a  vessel  she  had  prepared,  but  was  intefeeptad  bdfoft 


children,  and  fiiends,  in  the  manner  as  we  have  prnpsji)^,  or  M  yoa 
tber  affree  with  Col.  jDockenfield  :  who  beinc  so  aaekji^wrtWaei  bora,  will 
doubtless,  for  his  own  honor,  desd  feiriy  witi  you."  He  wems  aJso  to  m«» 
hoped  at  that  time  that  it  might  influence  bis  own  &te :  and  the  eloqoevC  aad 
affecting  letter  written  immediaiely  before  his  execution,  repeals  the  saoaaad- 
moBitions  to  trtai,    Rolt,  pp.  74  and  84. 
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this  day  but  caa  witness ;  and  that  the  then  rinng  oj  the 
ptople,  in  which  arterwards  1  came  to  he  engaged,  did  not 
■t  all,  or  in  ilie  least  degree,  intend  the  prejudice  or  ruin  of 
tint  family  ;  the  daef  wktreof  being,  om  you  well  remem- 
bar,  dead  eizht  day*,  or  thereohout,  before  that  aetiom 
happened.  But  the  true  cause  of  that  rising,  as*  the  jury 
did  ttoiee  bring  in,  was  to  present  grievances  to  our  Hon- 
ourable Lady ;  which  was  done  by  me,  and  afterwards  ap- 
proved by  her  I^adyship,  under  the  hand  of  her  thm 
secretary,  M.'Trevach,  who  is  yet  living,  loAi'cA  agret' 
matt  hath  tinee,  to  my  own  rvin  and  my  poor  family'$ 
endltu  Morrow,  been  forced  from  me.  The  Lord  God 
liirgive  them  the  injustice  of  their  dealings  with  me,  and 
I  wish  froni  my  heart  it  may  not  be  laid  to  their  charge 
another  day  ! 

"  You  now  see  me  here  a  sacrifice  rendy  to  be  offered 
up  for  that  which  was  the  p'eiervalion  of  yovr  Ueet  and 
fortune*  tohich  were  then  in  hazard,  but  that  I  stood  be- 
iween  you  and  yovr  (then  in  :iti  appearance)  utter  ruin, 
I  wish  you  still  may,  as  hi tlierto,  enjoy  the  sweci  benefit 
and  blessing  of  peace,  though  from  that  minute  until  now 
1  have  still  been  prosecuted  and  persecuted,  nor  have  I 
ever  since  found  a  place  to  rest  myself  in.  Hut  my  God 
\te  for  ever  blessed  and  praised,  who  had]  given  me  so 
large  a  measure  of  patience  ! 

"  What  services  I  have  done  for  that  Noble  Family, 
by  whose  power  I  am  now  to  lake  my  late't  breath,  I  dare 
ippeal  to  ihemse'ves,  wlieilicr  I  have  not  deserved  bet- 
In  things  from  some  of  them,  than  the  sentence  of  my 
bodily  destruction,  and  seizure  of  the  poor  estate  my  son 
ought  to  enjoy,  being  purcliased  and  left  him  hy  his  grand- 
blher.  It  might  have  been  much  better  had  I  not  spent 
it  in  the  service  of  my  Honourable  Lord-of  Derby  and 
his  family  ;  these  things  I  need  not  mention  to  you,  for 
that  most  of  you  are  witnesses  to  it.  I  shall  now  beg 
your  patience  while  I  tell   you    here,  in  the  presence  ol 

■  Tfcu  fiici,  at  mighi  be  cipoeled,  is  iiul  Lq  I*  irjucil  on  ihtf  record  ot  (b« 
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God,  that  I  never  in  all  my  life  acted  any  thing  with  in- 
tention tp  prejudice  my  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  nor 
the  late  Eaii  of  Derby,  nor  the  now  Earl ;  yet  notwith- 
standing, being  in  England  at  the  time  of  his  sacred  Ma- 
jesty's happy  restoration,  I  went  to  London,  with  many 
others,  to  have  a  sight  of  my  gracious  King,  whom  God 
preserve,  and  whom  until  then,  1  never  had  seen.  But  I 
was  not  long  there  when  I  was  arrested  upon  an  action  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds, arid  clapped  up  b  the  Fleet;  un- 
to which  action,  I  being  a  stranger,  could  give  no  bail,  but 
was  tliere  kept  nearly  a  whole  year.  How  I  sufiered  God 
he  knows;  but  at  last,  having  gained  my  liberty,  I  thought 
good  to  advise  with  several  gentlemen  concerning  his  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  Act  of  Indemnity  that  was  then  set  forth,  in 
which  I  thought  myself  concerned  ;  unto  which  they  told 
me,  tliere  was  no  doubt  to  be  made  but  that  all  actions  com- 
mitted in  the  Isle  of  Man,  relating  in  any  kind  to  the  war, 
were  pardoned  by  the  Act  of  Indemnity,  and  all  other 
places  within  his  Majesty's  dominions  and  countries. 
Whereupon,  and  having  been  forced  to  absent  myself 
fifom  my  poor  wife  and  children  near  three  years,  being 
all  that  time  under  persecution,  I  did  with  great  content 
and  satisfaction  return  into  thb  Island,  hoping  then  to  re* 
ceive  the  comfort  and  sweet  enjoyment  of  my  friends  and 
poor  family.  But  alas  !  I  have  fallen  into  the  snare  of 
the  fowler ;  but  my  Grod  shall  ever  be  praised, — though 
be  kill  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him. 

''  I  may  Jusdy  say  no  man  in  this  Island  knows  better 
tlian  myself  the  power  the  Lord  Derby  hath  in  thb  Island, 
subordinate  to  his  sacred  Majesty,  of  which  /  have  given 
a  full  account  in  my  declaration  presented  to  myjudges, 
vAich  I  much  fear  will  never  see  lights*  which  is  no 
smaU  trouble  ta  me. 

,"  It  was  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  Act  of  Indemnity 
gave  me  the  confidence  and  assurance  of  my  safety  ;  on 
which,  and  an  appeal  I  made  to  his  sacred  Majesty  and 
Privy  Council,  from  the  unjustness  of  the   proceedings 

had  against  me,  I  did  much  rely,  being  his  Majesty's  sub- 

^■^■^^  ■ 

*  Tbe  apprehensKNi  was  but  loo  correct 
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JBCt  here,  and  a  denizen  of  England  bolh  by  birth  and 
fortune.  And  i»  regard  I  /tase  diiobeyed  the  poiner  of  my 
Lord  of  Tierby'M  Act  of  Indemaity,  wkick  you  now  look 
i^ion,  and  hit  Majaly't  Act  catt  ovt  at  being  of  no  force, 
1  have  with  greater  violence  been  persecuted  ;  yet  nev- 
enheless  I  do  declare,  that  no  subject  whatever  can  or 
ouglit  to  take  upon  them  acts  of  indemnity  but  his  sacred 
Majesty  only,  nith  the  conGnnation  of  Parliament.     ' 

"  It  b  very  fit  I  should  say  something  as  to  my  educa- 
tion and  FeligitKi.  I  think  1  need  not  inforrn  you,  for  you 
ill  know,  I  was  brought  up  a  son  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, which  was  at  that  time  in  her  splendour  and  glory ; 
and  to  my  endless  comfort  I  have  ever  since  continued  a 
faithful  member,  witness  several  of  my  actions  in  the  late 
times  of  liberty.  And  as  for  government,  1  never  was 
against  monarchy,  which  now,  to  my  soul's  great  satisfac- 
tion, I  have  lived  to  see  is  settled  and  established.  1  am 
well  assured  that  men  of  upright  life  and  conversation 
may  Iiave  the  favourable  countenance  of  our  gracious 
King,  under  whose  happy  government,  God  of  his  infinite 
mercy  long  continue  these  bis  kingdoms  and  dominions. 
And  now  1  do  most  heartily  thank  my  good  God  that  I 
hare  had  so  much  liberty  and  time  to  disburden  myself  of 
leveral  things  that  have  laid  heavy  upon  me  all  the  lime 
of  my  tmprisomnent,  in  which  I  have  not  had  lime  or  lib- 
erty to  tpeak  or  write  any  of  my  thoughts  ;  and  from  my 
soul  I  wish  all  animosity  may  after  my  death  be  quite 
laid  aside,  and  my  death  by  none  be  called  in  question, 
for  I  do  freely  forgive  all  that  have  had  any  hand  in  my 
persecution ;  and  may  our  good  God  preserve  you  all  in 
peace  and  quiet  the  remaincler  of  your  days  ! 

"  Be  ye  all  of  you  his  Majesty's  liege  people,  loyal 
and  faithful  to  his  sacred  Majesty  ;  and  according  to  your 
oath  of  faith  and  fealty  to  my  Honourable  I^rd  of  Derby, 
do  you  likt:te!se,  in  all  ju»l  and  lawful  ways,  observe  his 
commands  ;  and  know  that  you  must  one  clay  p:ive  an  ac- 
count of  all  your  deeds.  And  now  the  bitssing  of  Al- 
mighty God  be  with  you  all,  and  preserve  you  from  violent 
death,  and  keep  you  in  peace  of  conscience  all  youtda'^'a*. 
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'^  I  will  DOW  hasten,  for  my  flesh  is  willing  to  be  dis- 
solved, and  my  spirit  to  be  with  God,  who  hath  given  me 
full  assurance  of  his  mercy  and  pardon  for  all  my  sins,  of 
which  his  unspeakable  goodness  and  loving  kindness  my 
poor  soul  is  exceedingly  satisGed." 

^oit.*  Here  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  passed  some 
time  in  prayer ;  then  rising  exceedingly  cheerful,  he  ad- 
dressed the  soldiers  appointed  for  his  execution,  saying — 
'^  Now  for  you,  who  are  appointed  by  lot  my  execution- 
ers, 1  do  freely  forgive  you."  He  requested  them  and  all 
present  to  pray  for  him,  adding,  '^  There  is  biit  a  thin  veil 
betwixt  me  and  death  ;  once  more  I  request  your  prayers, 
for  DOW  I  take  my  last  farewell." 

The  soldiers  wislied  to  bind  him  to  the  spot  on  which 
}\e  stood.  Ue  said,  '^  Trouble  not  yourselves  or  me  ;  for 
I  that  dare  face  death  in  whatever  form  he  comes,  will  not 
start  at  your  (ire  and  bullets ;  nor  can  the  power  you  have 
deprive  me  of  my  courage."  At  his  desire  a  piece  of 
white  paper  was  given  hiin,  which  with  the  utmost  com- 
posure he  pinned  to  his  preast,  to  direct  them  where  to 
aim ;  and  after  a  short  prayer  addressed  the  soldiers  thus 
— **  Hit*this,  and  you  do  your  own  and  my  work."  And 
presently  after,  stretching  forth  his  arms,  which  was  the 
signal  he  gave  them,  he  was  shot  through  the  heart  and  fell. 

Edward  Christian,  the  nephew,  and  George,  the  son  of 
the  deceased,  lost  no  time  in  appealing  to  his  Majesty  in 
Council  against  this  judicial  murder ;  and  George  was  fur- 
nished with  an  order  ''  to  pass  and  repass,"  &lc.  '^  and 
bring  with  him  such  records  and  persons  as  he  should  de- 
sire, to  make  out  the  truth  of  his  complaint."  Edward 
returned  with  him  to  the  Island  for  that  purpose  ;  for  we 
find  him,  in  April  1663,  compelled,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
the  day,  to  give  bond  '^  that  he  would  at  all  times  appear 
and  answer  to  such  charges  as  might  he  preferred  against 
him,  and  not  depart  the  Lie  without  license y  George 
was  prevented,  by  various  conlrivances,  from  serving  the 
King's  order ;  but  on  presenting  a  second  petition,  the 

'  This  ootc  is  9j)nexfHl  to  all  the  copies  of  the  speech. 
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GorenioT,  Deemster,  and  Membeis  of  Council,  mre 
brought  up  to  London  by  a  Sergeant-at-Anns  ;  sod  these 
KX  persons,  together  with  the  Larl  of  Derby,  being  com- 
pelled to  appear,  a  full  hearing  took  place  before  the  King 
IB  person,  tbe  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Lord 
Chief  Baron,  and  other  Members  of  Council ;  judgment 
ns  extended  on  the  5th  August,  and  that  judgment  was 
on  the  14th  of  the  same  month  ordered  "  to  be  printed 
in  iblio,  in  such  manner  as  Acts  of  Parliament  are 
usually  printed,  and  his  Majesty's  Arms  prefixed." 

This  aviheiitie  doevmenl  designalea  the  persons  brought 
ap  as  "  Membert  of  the  pretended  Court  ofJiulieef" 
declares  "  that  the  general  Act  of  Pardon  and  Amnesty 
did  extend  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  ought  to  have  been 
taken  notice  of  by  the  Judges  b  that  island,  although  it 
Mwl  not  been  pleaded  ;  that  tlie  Court  refused  lo  admit 
the  deceased  William  Christian's  plea  of  llic  Act  of  In- 
demnity," &i£.  "  Full  restitution  is  ordered  to  be  made 
to  his  heirs  of  all  his  estates,  real  and  personal."  Three* 
other  persons  "  who  were  by  the  same  Court  of  Justice 
imprisoned,  and  their  ejtate:^  seised  and  confiscated  urilh- 
«iil  any  legal  trial,"  are  ordered,  together  with  the  Chris- 
tians, "  to  be  restored  to  all  their  estates,  real  and  personal, 
and  to  be  fully  repaired  in  all  the  chaises  and  expenses 
which  ibey  have  been  at  since  their  (irst  imprisonment) 
as  well  in  the  prosecution  of  this  business,  as  in  iheir  jour- 
ney hither,  or  in  any  other  way  thereunto  relating."  The 
jDode  of  raising  funds  for  the  purposes  of  this  restitution 
as  equally  peculiar  and  instructive  ;  tliese  "  sums  of  money 
sre  ordered  to  be  furnished  by  the  Deemsters,  Members, 
«itd  Assistants  of  the  said  Court  of  Justice,"  who  are 
«lirected  "  to  raise  and  make  due  payment  thereof  to  the 
parlies." 

"  And  to  the  end  that  the  blood  ilint  has  been  unjustly 
spill  may  in  some  sort  be  ex|tialed,"  fee.,  the  Deemsters 
are  ordered  to  be  oornmilted  to  the  King's  Bencli  to  bo 

•  Ewai.  Curphey,  Sirauel  lUltlilTc,  ajid  Jolin  C«-»nr,  i.ie»  of  conaiJeisbla 
andcd  propeny. 
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proceeded  agsdnst,  &lc.  Sic.,  and  receive  condign  punish- 
inent.  [It  is  believed  that  thb  part  of  the  order  was 
afterwards  relaxed  or  rendered  nugatory.]  The  three 
Members  of  Council  were  released  on  giving  security  to 
appear,  if  required,  and  to  make  the  restitution  ordered. 
'^  And  in  regard  that  Edward  Christian,  being  one  of  the 
Deemsters  or  Judges  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  did^  u^en  the 
Court  refused  tj  admit  of  the  deceased  fV.  Christianas 
flea  of  the  Act  of  Indemnity^  make  his  protestation 
against  their  illegal  proceedings,  and  did  withdraw  Am* 
sdf  and  come  to  England  to  solicit  his  Majesty  and  im- 
plore his  justice,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Earl  of  Derby  do 
forthwith,  by  commission,  &ic.,  restore  and  appoint  him 
as  Deemster,  so  to  remain  and  continue,  &c.  [which  or- 
der was  disobeyed.]  And  lastly,  that  Henry  Nowell, 
Deputy  Governor,  whose  fault  hath  been  the  not  eompfy^ 
ing  with,  and  yielding  due  obedience  to,  the  order*  of  his 
Majesty  and  this  Board  sent  unto  the  Island,  [O  most 
lame  and  impotent  conclusion  !]  be  permitted  to  return 
to  the  Isle,  and  enforce  the  present  Order  of  the  Kmg  in 
Council." 

Of  the  Earl  of  Derby  no  farther  mention  occurs  in  this 
document.  The  sacrifices  made  by  this  noble  family  in 
support  of  the  royal  cause,  drew  a  large  share  of  indul- 
gence over  the  exceptionable  parts  of  their  conduct ;  but 
the  mortification  necessarily  consequent  on  this  appeal, 
the  incessant  complaints  of  the  people,  and  the  difficulty 
subsequently  experienced  by  them  in  obtaining  access  to 
a  superior  tribunal,  receive  a  curious  illustration  in  an 
order  of  the  King  in  council,  dated  20th  August,  1670, 
on  a  petition  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  "  that  the  clerk  of 
the  council  iti  wailing  receive  no  petition,  appeal,  or  com- 
plaint, against  the  lord  or  government  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
without  having  first  good  security  from  the  complainant 
to  answer  costs,  damages  and  charges." 

*  Tradition,  in  accordance  with  the  dirge  of  William  Db<)ne,  says  that  the 
order  to  stop  proceeding  and  suspend  the  sentence  arrived  on  the  day  pn* 
ceding  that  oi  his  execution. 
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Tie  historical  notices  of  this  kingdom"  of  Ulliput  are 
curious  and  iDslnictive  with  reference  to  other  times  and 
difierent  circumstances,  and  they  have  seemed  to  require 
lotte  comment  or  antiquarian  remark  ;  but  to  condense 
what  may  be  collected  with  regard  to  Edward  Christian, 
the  accomplished  villian  of  Peveril,  the  insinuations  of  liia 
accuserf"  coQStitute  in  themselves  an  abundant  defence. 
When  BO  little  can  be  imputed  by  such  an  adversary,  the 
character  must  indeed  be  invulnerable.  Tradition  as- 
cribes to  him  nothing  but  what  is  amiable,  patriotic,  hon- 
ourable, and  good,  in  all  the  relations  of  public  and  private 
life.  He  died,  after  an  imprisonment  of  seven  or  eight 
years,  the  victim  of  incorrigible  obstinacy,  according  to 
one,  of  ruthless  tyranny,  according  to  another  vocahuU' 
ry  ;  but  resembling  the  character  of  the  Novel  in  nothing 
but  unconquerable  courage. 

Treachery  and  ingratitude  have  been  heaped  on  the 
memory  of  William  Ciii'i:ilian  with  suilirit'itt  jirofusion. 
Regarding  the  (irsl  of  these  crimes  :  if  all  that  lias  been 
affirmed  or  insinuated  in  the  m04:k  trial,  rested  on  a  less 
questionable  basis,  posterity  would  scarcely  pronounce  an 
unanimous  verdict  of  moral  and  political  i^uilt,  against  an 
association  to  subvert  such  a  governnieni  as  is  dcscribeil 
by  its  own  author.  The  pecuHitr  favours  for  which  he  or 
his  family  were  ungrateful,  are  not  to  he  diMjovered  in 
these  proceedings  ;  except,  indeed,  in  the  form  of  "  chas- 
tisements of  the  .Vmighty — blessings  in  disguise."  But 
if  credit  be  given  to  the  dying  words  of  William  Chris- 
ttan,  his  efforts  were  siricily  limited  to  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances,— a  purpose  always  criminal  in  the  eye  of  t!ie 
oppressor.  If  he  had  lived  and  died  on  a  larger  scene, 
his  memory  would  probably  have  survived  among  t!ie 
patriots  and  the  heroes.  In  some  of  the  manuTfipt  nar- 
ratives he  is  di'signated  as  a  niarUjr  for  the  rlsihts  ;mil 
liberties  of  his  rouulrymrii  ;  who  u.ld,  ii>    ilu-ir  homi:ly 

■  E>ri 


83  IHTBOSVCTION  TO 

manner,  that  he  was  condemned  without  trial,  and  mur- 
dered without  remorse. 

We  have  purposely  abstained  from  all  attempt  to  enlist 
the  passions  in  favour  of  the  sufferings  of  a  people,  or  in 
detestation  of  oppressions,  which  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
ascribed  as  much  to  the  character  of  the  times  as  to  that 
of  individuals.  The  naked  facts  of  the  case  (unaided  by 
the  wild  and  plaintive  notes  in  which  the  maidens  of  the 
isle  were  wont  to  bewail  ''  the*  heart-rending  death  of 
fair-haired  fVilliam")  are  sufficient  of  themselves  to 
awaken  tlie  sympathy  of  every  generous  mind  ;  and  it 
were  a  more  worthy  exercise  of  that  despotic  power  over 
the  imagination,  so  eminently  possessed  by  the  Great  Un* 
known,  to  embalm  the  remembrance  of  two  such  men  ia 
his  immortal  pages,  than  to  load  their  memories  with 
crimes,  such  as  no  human  being  ever  committed. 


I  AM  enabled  to  add  the  translation  of  the  lament  over 
the  fair-haired  William  Christian.  It  is  originally  com- 
posed in  the  Manx  language,  and  consists  of  a  sieries  of 
imprecations  of  evil  upon  the  enemies  of  Christian,  and 
prophecies  to  the  same  purpose  : — 

On  du  Death  and  Murder  of  Receiver- Oeneral  WiUiam  Christktn  of  J2o»- 
oldaway,  who  was  shot  near  Hango  Hillf  January  2, 1662. 

1.  In  so  shiAin^  a  scene,  who  would  confidence  place 
In  family  power,  youth,  or  in  personal  grace  T 

No  character's  proof  a^inift  enoiity  foul ; 
And  thy  fate,  William  VhAne,  sickens  our  soul. 

2.  You  are  Derby's  receiver  of  patriot  zeal, 
Replete  with  f^ood  sense,  and  reputed  g^enteel, 
Your  justice  applauded  by  the  voung^  and  tJie  old ; 

An3  thy  fate,  &c. 

3.  A  kind,  able  pntron  both  to  church  and  to  stat^— 
What  rousedf  their  resentment  but  talents  so  great  T 
No  character's  proof  against  enmity  foul ; 

And  thy  fate,  6lc. 

4.  Thy  par.lon,  'lis  rumour'd,  came  over  the  main, 
Nor  fate,  bat  conceai'd  by  a  viljainf  in  grain  : 
'Twas  fear  forced  the  jury  to  a  sentence  so  kmiI  3 

And  thy  fate,  &c. 

*  The  literal  translation  given  to  me  by  a  young  lady. 

t  A  person  named  in  the  next  stanza  is  said  to  have  iotercepted  a  psfdor. 
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TricDpbanl  itoDd  Colcnlt,  be  with'd  for  do  more, 
Whai  Um  fwiile  oT  iha  Cfarisliui*  lay  wck'rinr  in  eon. 


Tointliee 
S.  Wiib  utuliet) 


'  C^  tlw  Cclcoi 

Tlicir  •bon  trill 


It'll,  anil  pollulcd  miih  gore, 
yM,  u  Loehuecoll}'  behre, 
iglil  IIhi  culfinl,  u  Abub  b«[ore  j 

Auil  Uiy  rale,  &r. 
e  famcH  abode  of  (he  Nuog, 
iloud,  1illy.«loruire  vour  luug., 
j't  cudeil,  eiiuici  i>  U>c  whaJej 

And  ihy  rale,  &c. 


._-       .-         Id  peace  wbiJe  be  held  up  hit  h 
leJgfabou/biKHl'i  iccHirge  in  inkjuUy  bold  ; 
Aiid  ihy  fue,  jcc. 


9.  Not  one'i  beard  to  gi 
Nor  luitent  lor  Ihe  iii 
The  poor  raUier  Inud  ii  wrib  ci 


the  coonlry  all  Ih 


ln.1  Hiy  fale,  ke. 
D.  Ballaclogh  and  ihc  Crlnans  niDrl:  sironglv  their  ki 
Not  a  gnul  «r  Ihe  nanie^s  Ihi're  to  welcome  you  in  ; 
III  ibe  power  oT  Ibe  itiaii^n  is  ceiiiercd  die  ubule 

JI.  Tbe  opulenl  Scnriell  on  whicL  die  sea  flowi, 

I>  piecemeal  di*pose<l  of  lo  whom  ilie  Lord  linmi's 
ll  u  bero  widHHil  bread  or  dv-rtuee  from  Ibe  culd  ; 
And  Ih)'  rale,  &c. 
Xl  Tbcy  iiicn  ibcm  in  rain,  Ihal  die  Inw  sniiirhl  tliy  l>l 
For  .11  aiding  Ihe  in»ii.»cn!  never  di.l  ^«^  ; 

Like  ibe  ioole<l-i '  '- ' — ■■■— '  -'  -•  ■  — '  ' 

They  lapguith'd. 


3.  WbcD  the  ihostt  of  ■  tree  no  cflrrupl 
Like  Ibe  briar  or  ibislle,  iIh-t  finaif  d 
Deep,  datli,  uudern  '■-■■■ 


ll  ibj  fale,  &e. 


i.  Perdition,  Ion.  Kizcd  thpin  nhr 

IKaappeu'd  like  ibe  vapour  h  I 

i.  Fmm  vrler  nil  corroding,  In  ho 


Mill  ffom  Eiifriand  ror  William  Cl>r>..iiun,  fonu'l,  il  i<  -aid.  In  il«  fout  of  an 

lero  ewmUid  VfaiMt  llio'ielior'rf'i.  paiflo.'i  artoally  granled,  ll  nould  nu| 
bate  fiulcd  lo  lie  rbarged  as  a  higb  n^ravatiun  in  the  .ubsequcut  proroad 

ii^  ef  Ibe  Pfivr  CeuucU. 
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17.  With  a  book  for  my  pillow,  I  dreamt  as  I  tar. 

That  a  branch  of  the  Christians  woaM  bokf  Roaakhwaj; 
His  couqucsbt  his  topic  with  friends  o'er  a  bowl ; 

And  ihv  fate,  dec. 

WW 

18.  And  now  ibr  a  wish  in  concluding  my  son^,— 

May  th'  Almighty  withhold  me  from  doin^  what's  wrong' | 

Protect  ever^'  mortal  from  enmity  foul. 

For  thy  fate,  William  Dbdno,  sickens  our  soul  !* 

*  It  may  be  recolk^cted,  that  these  verses  are  jgiven  through  the  mcdioni  of 
a  meafer  translation,  and  are  deprived  of  the  aid  of  the  music,  otherwise  we 
sbotjld  certainly  think  the  memory  of  William  Dh6oe  little  boooured  by  lus 
luttjve  bard. 


NO.  II. 


At  t/M  Court  at  WkUehaiL 
tlu:  bth  Auguaty  1G63. 

George  Christian,  son  and  heir  of  William  Christian, 
deceased,  having  exhihitcd  his  complaint  to  bis  Majesty 
in  Council,  that  his  father,  being  at  a  bouse  of  fiis  in  bis 
Majesty's  Isle  of  Man,  was  imprisoned  by  certain  persons 
of  that  island,  pretending  themselves  to  be  a  Court  of 
Justice  ;  that  he  was  by  them  accused  of  high  treason, 
pretended  to  be  committed  against  the  Countess  Dowager 
of  Derby,  in  the  year  1651  ;  and  that  they  thereupon 
proceeded  to  judgment,  and  caused  him  to  be  put  to  death, 
notwithstanding  tlie  act  of  General  Pardon  and  Indemnity, 
whereof  he  claimed  the  benefit ;  and  his  appeal  to  his 
Majesty,  and  humbly  unploring  his  Majesty's  princely 
compassion  towards  the  distressed  widow  and  seven  fath- 
erless children  of  the  deceased  :  His  Majesty  was  gra- 
ciously pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  to  order 
that  Tliomas  Noris  and  Hugh  Cannell,  the  two  judges, 
(by  them  in  that  island  called  Deemsters,)  and  Richard 
Stevenson,  Robert  Calcot,  and  Richard  Tyldesley,  three 
of  the  mcmbei-s  of  the  pretended  Court  of  Justice,  and 
Henry  Howel,  deputy  of  t!ie  said  island,  should  be  forth- 
vni\i  sent  for,  and  brought  up  by  a  sergeant-at-arms  here, 
before  hb  Majesty  in  Council,  to  appear  and  answer  to 
such  accusations  as  should  be  exhibited  against   tbem ; 
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wluch  md  six  penons  being  accordin^y  tnotight  hither 
die  fifieenth  day  of  July  hal  appointed  for  a  fiill  bearing 
of  the  whole  buiiiness,  ihe  Earl  of  Derby  tlien  ako  sunv- 
moned  to  appear,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  tlie  King's 
Heneb,  and  the  Lord  Chief-Baron  of  his  Majesty's  En- 
chequer,  with  the  King's  Council,  learned  in  tbe  laws, 
required  to  be  present,  and  all  the  parties  called  in  with 
their  counsel  and  witnesses,  after  full  hearing  of  the  mat- 
ter on  both  sides,  and  the'  parties  niibdrawn,  the  said 
judges  being  desired  to  deliver  their  opinioa,  did,  in  pre^ 
eace  of  the  King's  Council,  learned  ui  the  laws,  declare 
that  the  Act  of  General  Pardon  and  Indflmnily  did,  and 
ought  to  be  understood  to,  extend  to  the  Isle  of  Mann, 
as  well  as  into  any  other  of  bis  Majesty's  donunions  and 
plantations  beyond  the  seas ;  and  tnat,  being  a  publique 
General  Act  of  Parliainenl,  it  ought  to  iiave  been  taken 
ootice  of  by  the  Judges  in  the  Lsle  of  Mann,  although  it 
bad  not  been  pleaded,  and  although  tliere  were  no  pn^ 
clamations  made  thereof.  His  Majesty  bdi^  therefore 
deeply  sensible  of  this  violation  of  his  Act  of  General 
Pardon,  whereof  his  Majesty  hatli  always  been  very  ten- 
der, and  doth  expect  and  require  that  all  his  subjects  ia 
all  his  dominions  and  plantattous  siiall  enjoy  the  full  bea- 
efit  and  advantage  of  the  same ;  and  having  this  day  taken 
the  busmess  into  fiirtlier  consideration,  and  all  parties 
called  in  and  heard,  did,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  of  the 
Council,  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  persons 
any  way  concerned  in  the  seizure  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
William  Christian,  deceased,  or  instrumental  in  the  ejec- 
tion of  the  widow  and  children  out  of  their  houses  and 
fortune,  do  take  care  tliat  entire  restitution  is  to  be  made 
of  all  the  said  estate,  as  well  real  or  personal,  as  also  all 
damages  sustained,  with  full  satisfaction  for  nil  profits  by 
ibem  received  since  the  said  eslate  liath  been  in  their 
liands  ;  and  that,  whereas  the  said  Williain  Christian,  de- 
ceased, was  one  of  the  two  lives  remaining  in  an  estate 
in  Lancashire,  that  the  detriment  accruing  by  the  untime- 
ly death  of  the  said  William  Christian  ihereui,  or  in  like 
cases,  shall  be  estimated,  and  in  like  manner  fully  re^i- 
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ed.  Tliat  in  rogard  of  the  great  trouble  and  charges  tbo 
complainants  liave  been  at  in  pursuit  of  thb  business,  or- 
dered, that  they  do  exhibit  to  thb  Board  a  true  account, 
upon  oath,  of  all  expences  and  damages  by  them  sustained 
in  tlie  journics  of  themselves  and  witnesses,  and  of  all 
other  their  charges  in  the  following  of  this  business* 

And  whereas  Ewan  Curghe/,  Sammual  Radclifle,  and 
John  Casar,  were  by  the  same  Court  of  Justice  impris- 
oned, and  had  tlieir  estates  seized  and  confiscated,  with- 
out any  legal  trial,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  said  Ewan 
Curghcy,  Sammual  RadcIifTe,  and  John  Casar,  be  like- 
wise reinstated  to  all  their  estates,  real  and  personall,  and 
fully  repaired  in  all  the  chaises  and  expences  which  they 
have  been  at  since  their  fi.jt  imprisonment,  as  well  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  business,  as  in  their  journey  thither, 
or  any  other  way  whatsoever  thereunto  relating.  The 
which  satisfaction,  expences,  and  all  the  sums  of  money 
to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  order,  are  to  be  fiimished 
by  the  Deemsters,  Members,  and  Assistants  of  the  said 
Court  of  Justice,  who  are  hereby  ordered  to  raise  all 
such  the  said  sums,  and  thereof  to  make  due  payment, 
and  give  full  satisfaction  unto  the  parties  respectively 
hereby  appointed  to  receive  it. 

And  to  the  end,  the  guilt  of  blood  which  hath  been 
unjustly  spilt,  may  in  some  sort  be  expiated,  and  his  Ma- 
jesty receive  some  kind  of  satisfaction  for  the  untimely 
loss  of  a  subject,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  said  Thomas  Norris 
and  Hugh  Cannell,  who  decreed  tliis  violent  death,  be 
committed,  and  remain  prisoners  in  the  King's  Bench,  to 
be  proceeded  against  in  the  ordinary  course  of  justice,  so 
to  receive  condign  punishment  according  to  the  merit  o[ 
so  heinous  a  fact. 

Tliat  Richard  Stevenson,  Robert  Calcot,  and  Richard 
Tyldesley,  be  discliarged  from  farther  restraint,  giving 
good  security  to  appear  at  this  Board  whensoever  sum- 
moned, and  not  depart  this  city  until  full  satisfaction  be 
given,  and  all  orders  of  this  Board  whatsoever  relating 
to  this  business  fully  executed  in  the  island.  And  in  re- 
gard, that  upon  the  examination  of  this  business,  it  dotli 
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•pprar,  that  Edward  Christian,  being  one  of  the  Deem- 
Men  or  Judges  in  the  Isle  of  Hann,  did,  when  the  Court 
ItifiMed  to  admit  of  the  deceased  W^liam  Christian's  plea 
of  the  Act  of  Indemnity,  make  his  protestation  against 
dtCMT  in^l  proceedings,  and  did  withdraw  himself,  and 
come  mio  England  to  solicit  his  Majesty,  and  implore  his 
imtice,  it  b  ordered,  ^t  the  Eari  of  Derby  do  forthwith, 
■gr  oomniinioa,  n  due  and  accustomed  nunner,  restore, 
MwUilHlfi.  and  appoint  (lie  said  Edward  Christian,  one 
of  the  Deemsters  or  Judges  of  the  said  island  so  to  remahi 
tut  continue  in  the  due  eiecution  of  the  said  place. 

And  lastly,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Henry  Howell, 
Deputy-GoTemor,  Whose  chaise  hath  been  the  not  com- 
jdying  with,  and  yielding  due  obedience  to,  the  orders  of 
lui  Majesty,  and  this  Beard  sent  into  this  bland,  giving 
gmd  security  to  appear  at  this  Board  whensoever  sum- 
DJoned,  be  forthwith  discharged  from  all  furtlier  restraint, 
and  permitted  to  return  into  the  island  ;  and  he  is  hereby 
strictly  cranmanded  to  employ  the  power  and  authority  he 
£ath,  which  by  virtue  of  his  commission  he  bath  in  that 
Uand,  in  performance  of,  and  obedience  to,  all  com- 
mands and  orders  of  bis  Majesty  and  this  Board  in  this 
whole  business,  or  any  way  relating  thereunto. 


Lord  Chancellor. 
Ittrd  Trtatarer, 
hard.  Privif  Seat. 
Dmkt  of  Albeatarle. 
Lord  Chamberlain. 
Eari  o/Ber/akire. 
Earl  of  St.  Alban. 
Earl  of  Atigletey. 
Earl  of  Snndwick. 
Earl  of  Balk. 
Earl  of  Middlefon. 


Earl  of  Carberrs. 

Lord  Bithop  of  London. 

Lord  Wentwortk, 

Lord  Berkeley. 

Lord  Atklry. 

Sir  William  Crompton. 

Mr.  TVeanrer. 

JUr.  Vice  Chamberlain. 

Mr.  Secretary  Morice. 

Mr.  Secretary  Bennett. 

Richard  Browne, 

CUrk  of  At  CemtciL 
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NO.    III. 


At  the  Court  at  1^'hitekaB, 
Atigutt  im,  1663, 


Present 


The  King's  Most  Excelhut  Majesty 
Lord  Chancellor.  Karl  f/Middleton 


Lord  Treasurer. 
Lord  Prwy  Seal. 
Duke  of  Buckingham. 
Duke  of  Albemarle. 
Lord  Chamberlain. 
Earl  of  Berkshire. 
Earl  of  St.  Jllban. 
Earl  of  Sandwich. 
Earl  of  Anglesey. 
Earl  of  Bath 


*■_ 


Earl  of  Carberry. 

Lord  iitshop  of  London. 

Lord  WentiDorih. 

Lord  Berkeley. 

Lord  Ashley. 

Sir  milium  Crompton. 

Mr.  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain. 

Mr.  Secretary  Mortce* 

Mr.  Secretary  Bennett. 


Po  the  end  the  worlJ  may  tlie  better  take  notice  of 
his  Majesty's  royal  iutentioiiy  to  observe  the  Act  of  In- 
demnity and  Gen(5ral  Pardon  inviolably  for  the  publique 
good  and  satisfaction  of  his  subjects — it  was  this  day  or- 
dered, that  a  copy  of  the  order  of  this  Board  of  the  5th 
inst.,  touching  the  illegal  proceedings  in  the  Isle  of  Mann 
against  William  Christian,  and  putting  him  to  death  con- 
trary to  the  said  Act  of  General  Pardon,  be  sent  unto  hb 
Majesty's  printer,  who  is  commanded  forthwith  to  print 
the  same  in  the  Englisli  letters,  in  folio,  in  such  manner 
as  Acts  of  Parliament  are  usually  printed,  and  his  Majes- 
ty's Arms  prefixed. 

Richard  Bbownk. 


PREFATORY  LETTER, 

FROM 
THE  REVEREND  DOCTOR  DRYASDUST  OF  YORK, 

TO 

CAPTAIN  CLUTTERBUCK,  RESIDING  AT  FAIRY-LODGE,  NFJOI 

KF^NAQUHAIR,  N.  B. 


TKRT   WORTHY   AND   DEAR   SIR, 

•To  your  last  letter  I  might  have  answered  with  the 
classic,  **  Hand  eqvidem  invideo^  miror  magis.^^  For 
though  ray  converse,  from  infancy,  has  been  with  things 
of  antiquity,  yet  I  love  not  ghosts  or  spectres  to  be  com- 
mentators thereon  ;  and  truly  your  account  of  the  con* 
rersation  you  held  with  our  great  parent,  in  the  crypt  or 
most  intimate  recess  of  the  publishers  at  Edinburgh,  had 
upon  me  much  the  efiect  of  the  apparition  of  Hector^s 
phantom  on  the  hero  of  the  ^neid — 

**  Obflapai,  steteruntqae  come.'* 

And,  as  I  said  above,  I  repeat  that  I  wondered  at  the 
Vision,  witliout  envying  you  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our 
great  progenitor.  But  it  seems  that  iie  is  now  permitted 
to  show  himself  to  his  family  more  freely  than  formerly  ; 
or  that  the  old  gentleman  is  turned  somewhat  garrulous 
io  these  latter  days  ;  or,  in  short,  not  to  exhaust  your 
patience  with  conjectures  of  the  cause,  I  also  have  seen 
the  Vision  of  the  Author  of  Waverley.  I  do  not  mean  to 
take  any  undue  stnte  on  myself,  when  I  observe,  that  this 
interview  was  marked  with  circumstances  in  some  degree 
more  formally  coinplnisaiU  tlian  those  which  attended 
vour  meeting  with  him   in  our  worthy  publisher's ;  for 
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yours  had  the  appearance  of  a  fortuitous  rencontre,  where* 
'  as  mine  was  preceded  by  the  communication  of  a  large 
roll  of  papers,  containing  a  new  history,  called  PeyebUi 
or  THE  Peak. 

I  no  sooner  found  that  this  manuscript  conasted  of  a 
narrative,  running  to  the  length  of  perhaps  three  hundred 
and  thirty  pages  in  each  volume,  or  thereabouts,  than  it 
instandy  occurred  to  me  from  whom  this  boon  came ; 
and  having  set  myself  to  peruse  the  written  sheets,  I  be- 
gan to  entertain  strong  expectations  that  I  might,  perad- 
▼enture,  next  see  the  author  himself. 

Again,  it  seems  to  me  a  marked  circumstance,  that 
whereas  an  inner  apartment  of  Mr.  Constable^s  shop  was 
thought  a  place  of  suflScieot  solemnity  for  your  audience, 
our  venerable  senior  was  pleased  to  aflbrd  mine  in  the 
recesses  of  my  own  lodgings,  intra  parietesj  as  it  were, 
and  without  the  chance  of  interruption.  I  must  also 
remark,  that  the  features,  form,  and  dress  of  the  EidoUmf 
as  you  well  term  the  apparition  of  our  parent,  seemed 
to  me  more  precisely  distinct  than  was  vouchsafed  to  yoo 
on  the  former  occasion.  Of  this  hereafter ;  but  heaven 
forbid  I  should  glory  or  set  up  any  claim  of  superiority 
.  over  the  other  descendants  of  our  common  parent,  from 
such  decided  marks  of  his  preference— ZfOiu  proprim 
sordet.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  honour  was  bestowed 
not  on  my  person,  but  my  cloth — that  the  preference 
did  not  elevate  Jonas  Dryasdust  over  Clutterbuck,  but  the 
Doctor  of  Divinity  over  the  Captain.  Cedant  arma .  togm 
—a  maxim  never  to  be  forgotten  at  any  time,  but  especially 
to  be  remembered  when  the  soldier  is  upon  half-pay. 

But  I  bethink  me  that  I  am  keeping  you  all  this  while 
in  the  porch,  and  wearying  you  with  long  inducdont, 
when  you  would  have  me  jproper«r«  in  mediam  rem.  An 
you  will,  it  shall  be  done ;  lot,  as  his  Orace  is  wont  to 
say  of  me  wiltily,  ^*  No  man  tells  a  story  so  well  as 
Dr.  Dryasdust,  when  he  has  once  got  up  to  the  starting- 
post.*'— v/bcote  hoc.     But  to  continue. 

I  had  skimmed  the  cream  of  the  narrative  which  J  had 
received  about  a  week  before,  and  that  witli  no  small  coat 


mtdhmtmmk&i^  tlat  i.wo  obliged  to  use  fCnSng  magu^ 
fien.  Feeling  0117  eyes  a  little  exhausted  towards  the 
eioi«  of  the  a^ood  volume,  I  leaned  back  in  my  easv- 
diiiry  MBd  bmau  to  coosider  whether  several  of  the  ob- 
jeeiialM'#hioE  have  been  patticularly  urg^  against  our 
fttlMr  and  pttion,  might  not  be  eonnderm  as  aj^jing, 
in  an  aspacial  manneri  to  the  papers  I  had  just  perused. 
**  H«rA  aio  figments  enough,"  said  I  to  myself,  *<  to 
oonfiise  the  mareh  of  a  whole  h'-story — anachronisms 
enough  to  overset  all  chronology !  The-  old  gentleman 
kub  broken  all  bounds — abiit^^'evaaii — enipit*^^ 

Am  these  thoughts  passed  through  my  mind,  I  fell  into 
a  fit  of  musing,  which  is  not  uttcommon  with  me  after 
',  when  1  am  altogether  alone,  or  have  no  one  with 
but  my  curate.  I  was  awake,  however ;  forlremem- 
nifing,  in  the  embers  of  the  fire,  a  representatioa 

a  autre,  with  the  towers  of  a  cathedral  in  the  back- 
;  moreover,  I  recollect  gasing  for  a  oertam  time 
4m  tba  eoroely  countenance  of  Dr.  Whiterose,  my  undoy 
hw  the  mothers  side— 4be  same  who  is  mentioned  in  Tas 
n&aar  or  Mid*Lothian — ^whoee  portrait,  graceful  in 
wig  and  canonicals,  hangs  above  my  mantel-piece.  Far- 
tber,  I  remember  marking  the  flowers  in  the  frame  of 
carved  oak,  and  casting  my  eye  on  the  pistols  which  hang 
beneath,  being  the  fire-anos  with  which,  in  the  eventful 
year  1746,  my  uncle  meant  to  have  espoused  the  cause 
af  Prince  Charles  Edward  ;  for,  indeed,  so  little  did  he 
esteem  personal  safety,  in  comparison  of  steady  high— 
church  principle,  that  he  waited  but  the  news  of  the 
Adventurer's  reaching  London  to  hasten  to  join  his 
standard. 

Such  a  doze  as  I  then  enjoyed,  I  find  compatible  with 
indulging  the  best  and  deepest  cogitations  which  at  any 
time  arise  in  my  mind.  I  chew  the  cud  of  sweet  and 
hitter  fancy,  in  a  state  betwixt  sleeping  and  waking,  which 
I  consider  as  so  highly  favourable  to  philosophy,  4hat  I 
liave  no  doubt  some  of  its  most  distinguished  systems 

1*    VOL.   I. 
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have  been  composed  under  its  influence*  My  iervantii^ 
therefore,  instructed  to  tread  as  if  upon  dowa-^oiy  door 
hinges  are  carefully  oiled — and  all  appliances  used  to 
prevent  me  from  being  prematurely  and  harshly  caHed 
back  to  the  broad  waking-day  of  a  laborious  world.  My 
custom,  in  this  particular,  is  so  well  known,  that  the  very 
school-boys  cross  the  alley  on  tip-toe,  betwixt  the  hoan 
of  four  and  five.  My  cell  is  the  very  dwelling  of  Mor- 
pheus. There  is  indeed  a  bawling  knave  of  a  broom- 
man,  quern  ego — but  this  is  matter  for  the  Quarter-Ses- 
sions. 

As  my  head  sunk  back  upon  the  easy-chair  in  the  phi- 
losophical mood  which  I  have  just  described,  and  the 
eyes  of  my  body  began  to  close,  in  order,  doubdeas,  that 
those  of  my  understanding  might  be  the  more  vrideiy 
opened,  I  was  startled  by  a  knock  at  the  door,  of  a  kind 
more  authoritatively  boisterous  than  is  given  at  that  boar 
by  any  visiter  acquainted  with  ray  habits.  I  started  up 
in  my  seat,  and  heard  the  step  of  my  servant  hurrying 
along  the  passage,  followed  by  a  very  heavy  and  measur- 
ed pace,  which  shook  the  long  oak-floored  gallery  in  such 
a  manner,  as  forcibly  to  arrest  my  attention.  **  A  stran- 
ger, sir,  just  arrived  from  Edinburgh  by  the  North  Mail, 
desires  to  speak  with  your  Reverence."  Such  were  the 
words  with  which  Jacob  threw  the  door  to  the  wall ;  and 
the  startled  tone  in  which  he  pronounced  them,  although 
there  was  nothing  particular  in  the  annunciation  itself, 
prepared  me  for  the  approach  of  a  visiter  of  uncommoo 
dignity  and  importance. 

The  Author  of  Waverley  entered,  a  bulky  and  tall 
man,  in  a  travelling  great-coat,  which  covered  a  suit  of 
snufT-brown,  cut  in  imitation  of  that  worn  by  the  great 
Rambler.  His  flapped  hat,  for  he  disdained  the  modem 
frivolities  of  a  travelling  cap,  was  bound  over  his  head 
with  a  large  silk  handkerchief,  so  as  to  protect  his  eara 
from  cold  at  once,  and  from  the  babble  t)f  his  pleasant 
companions  in  the  public  coach  from  which  he  had  just 
alighted.  There  was  somewhat  of  a  sarcastic  shrewdnesa 
and  sense,  which  sat  on  the  heavy  penthouse  of  his  shag- 
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cj  gnj  cycfarow-— his  features  were  in  other  respect 
hrgeljr  shaped,  and  rather  heavy,  than  promising  wit  oi 
nniiis ;  but  he  had  a  notable  projection  of  the  nose,  sinii- 
hr  to  that  line  of  the  Latin  poet, — 

^'  inmodicaiii  sorgii  pro  cuipide  rcMtram." 

A  Stout  walking-stick  stayed  his  hand — a  double  Barce- 
lona protected  his  neck-^his  belly  was  something  promi- 
nent, *'  but  that's  not  much," — his  breeches  were  sub- 
stantial thickset — and  a  pair  of  top-boots,  which  were 
slipped  down  to  ease  his  sturdy  calves,  did  not  conceal 
his  comfortable  travelliog  stockings  of  lamb's  wool, 
wrought,  not  on  the  loom,  but  on  wires,  and  after  the 
venerable  ancient  fashion,  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name 
of  ridgt-and-furrow.  His  age  seemed  to  be  considera- 
bly above  fifty,  but  could  not  amount  to  threescore, 
which  I  observed  with  pleasure,  trusting  tiiere  may  be 
a  good  deal  of  work  had  out  of  him  yet ;  especially 
as  a  general  haleness  of  appearance — the  compass  and 
strength  of  his  voice — the  steadiness  of  his  step — the 
rotundity  of  his  calf — the  depth  of  his  hem,  and  the  so- 
norous emphasis  of  his  sneeze,  were  all  signs  of  a  con* 
stitution  built  for  permanence. 

It  struck  me  forcibly,  as  I  gazed  on  this  portly  person, 
that  he  realized,  in  my  imagination,  the  Stout  Gentleman 
in  No.  II.,  who  aflforded  such  subject  of  varying  specula- 
tion to  our  most  amusing  and  elegant  Utopian  traveller, 
Master  Geofirey  Crayon.  Indeed,  but  for  one  little  trait 
in  the  conduct  of  the  said  Stout  Gentleman — I  mean  the 
gallantry  towards  his  landlady,  a  thing  which  would  great- 
Iv  derogate  from  our  Senior's  character — I  should  be 
disposed  to  conclude  that  Master  Crayon  had,  on  that 
memorable  occasion,  actually  passed  his  time  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Author  of  Waverley.  But  our  worthy  patri- 
arch, be  it  spoken  to  his  praise,  far  from  cultivating  tho 
society  of  the  fair  sex,  seems,  in  avoiding  the  company 
of  womankind,  rather  to  iiuitnte  the  humour  of  our  friend 
and  relation.  Master  Jonathan  Oldbuck,  as  I  was  led  to 
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conjecture,  from  a  circumstance  which  occurred  imme- 
diately after  bis  entrance. 

Having  acknowledged  his  presence  with  fitting  thanks 
and  gratulations,  I  propped  to  my  venerated  visiter^  as 
the  refreshment  best  suited  to  the  hour  of  the  day,  to 
summon  my  cousin  .and  housekeeper,  Miss  Catherine 
Whiterose,  with  the  tea-equipage  ;  but  he  rejected  my 
proposal  with  disdain,  worthy  of  the  Laird  of  Alonkbarns* 
"  No  scandal-broth,"  he  exclaimed  ;  "  no  unidea'd  wo- 
man's chatter  for  me.  Fill  the  frothed  tankard — slice 
the  fatted  rump — I  desire  no  society  but  yours,  and 
no  refreshment  but  what  the  cadk  and  the  gridiron  can 
supply." 

The  beef-steak,  and  toast  and  tankard,  were  speedily 
got  ready ;  and,  whether  an  apparition,  or  a  bodUy  pre- 
sentation, my  visiter  displayed  dexterity  as  a  trencher- 
man, which  might  have  attracted  the  envy  of  a  hungrj 
hunter,  after  a  fox-chase  of  forty  miles.  Neither  did  he 
fail  to  make  some  deep  and  solemn  appeals,  not  only  to 
the  tankard  aforesaid,  but  to  two  decanters  of  London 
particular  Madeira  and  old  Port ;  the  first  of  which  I  had 
extracted  from  its  ripening  place  of  depositation,  within 
reach  of  tlie  genial  warmth  of  the  oven  ;  the  other  from 
a  deep  crypt  in  mine  own  ancient  cellar,  which  whilome 
may  have  held  the  vintages  of  the  victors  of  the  world, 
the  arch  being  composed  of  Roman  brick.  I  could  not 
help  admiring  and  congnitulating  the  old  gentleman  upon 
tlic  vigorous  appetite  which  he  displayed  for  the  genial 
cheer  of  old  England.  "  Sir,"  was  his  reply,  "  I  must 
cat  as  an  Englishman,  to  qualify  myself  for  taking  my 
place  at  one  of  the  most  select  companies  of  right  Eng* 
lish  spirits,  whicU  ever  girdled  in,  and  hewed  asunder, 
a  mount&inous  sirloin,  and  a  generous  plum-pudding." 

I  inquired,  but  with  all  deference  and  modesty,  whith- 
er he  was  bound,  and  to  what  distinguished  society  he 
applied  a  description  so  general.  I  shall  proceed,  in 
hunible  imitation  of  your  example,  to  give  the  subsequent 
dialogue  in  a  dramatic  form,  unless  when  description  be- 
comes necessary. 
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Auikor  of  JVaverley.    To  whom  should  I  apply  such 
descriptioni  save  to  the  only  Society  to  whom  it  cau  b 
thoroughly   applicable — those  unerring '  judges  of  oh 
books  and  old  wine — the  Roxburgh    Club  of  London^ 
Have  you  uot  heard  that  I  have  been  chosen  a  member 
of  that  Society  of  select  Bibliomaniacs  ?^ 

Dryasduit.    (Rummaging  in  hU  pocket.)     I  did  hiear 

something  of  it  from  Captain  Clutterbucky  who  wrote  to 

me — ay,  here  is  his  letter — that  such  a  report  was  current 

among  the  Scottish  antiquaries,  who  were  much  alarmed 

lest  you  should  be  seduced  into  the  heresy  of  preferring 

English  beef  to  seven-year-old  black-faced  mutton,  Mar* 

aschino  to  whisky,  and  turtle  soup  to  cock-a-leekie ;   in 

which  case,  they  must  needs  renounce  you  as  a  lost  man. 

— ^*  But/'  adds  our  friend,  looking  at  the  letter — lib  hand 

is  rather  of  a  military  description,  better  used  to  handle 

the  sword  than  the  pen — ''  Our  friend  is  so  much  upon  the 

SHU  N — the  jAttiiy  1  think  it  is — that  it  must  be  no  light 

temptation  which  wUl  withdraw  him  from  his  incognito." 

Author.  No  light  temptatk>n  unquestionably  ;  but  this 
is  a  powerful  one,  to  hob-or-nob  with  the  lords  of  tlio 
literary  treasures  of  Althorpe  and  Hodnet,  in  Madeira 
negus,  brewed  by  the  classical  .Dibdin — to  share  those 
profound  debates  which  stamp  accurately  on  each  *'  small 
volume,  dark  with  tarnish'd  gold,"  its  collar,  not  of  S.Sl, 
but  of  R.  R. — to  toast  tlie  immortal  memory  of  Caxton, 
Valdarar,  Pynson,  and  the  other  fathers  of  that  great  art, 
which  has  made  all,  and  each  of  us,  what  we  are.  These, 
my  dear  son,  are  temptations,  to  which  you  see  me  now 
in  the  act  of  resigning  that  quiet  chimney-corner  of  life, 
in  which,  unknowing  and  unknown — save  by  means  of 
tlie  hopeful  family  to  which  I  have  given  birth — I  pro- 
posed to  wear  out  the  end  of  life's  evening  gray. 

So  saying,  our  venerable  friend  took  another  emphatic 
touch  of  the  tankard,  as  if  the  very  expression  had 
suggested  that  specific  remedy  against  the  evils  of  life 
recommended  in  the  celebrated  response  of  Johnson's 
uichorite*- 
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'^  Qnm,  Bjr  lad^  mmI  drink  mM  bow.'' 

■ 

When  he  had  placed  on  the  table  the  silver  tankard, 
and  fetched  a  deep  sigh  to  collect  the  respiratioD  which 
the  long  draught  had  interrupted,  I  could  not  help  echoing 
it,  in  a  note  so  pathetically  compassionate,  that  he  fixed 
Ills  eyes  on  nie  with  surprise.  ^*  How  is  this  7*^  said  he, 
somewhat  angrily ;  **  do  you,  the  creature  of  my  will, 
grudge  me  my  preferment  ?  Have  I  dedicated  to  you, 
and  your  feDows,  the  best  hours  of  my  life  for  these  seven 
years  past ;  and  do  you  presume  to  grumble  or  repine, 
because,  in  those  which  are  to  come,  I  seek  for  some 
enjoyment  of  life  in  society  so  congenial  to  my  pursuits?^ 
I  humbled  myself  before  the  ofiended  Senior,  and  pro- 
fessed my  innocence  in  all  that  could  possibly  give  him 
displeasure.  He  seemed  partly  appeased,  but  sutl  bent 
on  me  an  eye  of  suspicion,  while  he  questioned  me 
10  the  words  of  old  Norton,  in  the  ballad  of  the  ^*  Rising 
in  the  North  Country.'' 

Jtdkm'.    WbalwoiMsliimilMnre.fVvDdtNoilgat 

Thou  an  my  yoaugMt  son  and  beir; 
Sonelhiog  lies  brooding  ai  thy  hftax\-~ 

Whatever  it  be,  to  me  dcdare. 

Dryasdust.  Craving,  then,  your  paternal  forgiveness 
for  my  presumption,  I  only  sighed  at  the  possibility  joi 
your  venturing  yourself  amongst  a  body  of  critics,  to 
whom;  in  the  capacity  of  skilful  antiquaries,  the  investi- 
galion  of  truth  is  an  especial  duty,  and  who  may  therefore 
visit  with  the  more  severe  censure  those  aberrations, 
which  it  is  so  often  your  pleasure  to  make  from  the  path 
of  true  history. 

Author.  I  understand  yon.  Ton  mean  to  say  these 
learned  persons  will  have  but  Utile  toleratioo  for  a  m* 
mance,  or  a  6ctitious  narrative,  founded  upon  history  ? 

Dryasdust.  Why,  sir,  I  do  rather  apprehend,  that 
their  respect  for  the  foundation  will  be  such,  that  ihcy  may 
be  apt  to  quarrel  with  the  inconsistent  nature  of  the  super* 
structure  ;  just  as  every  classical  traveller  pours  forth  ex- 
pressions of  sorrow  and  indignation,  when,  in  travelling 


tlvoagh  Orwce,  be  dittaon  to  «w  a  TVufcidi  iioA  rising 
on  dw  rtnas  of  an  IndflDt  templfl. 

Jimtkor,  Bat'Bioc«  m  ctanot  rebuild  (be  temple,  a 
fcJMrk  qay  be  a  pr«tl7  tfait^,  may  it  not  ?  Not  quits  cor- 
net ki  arcluteeture,  strictly  and  claancally  criiktaed  ;  but 
|Weseii(iDg  Mimetbing  uncomcDoa  to  the  eye,  and  sMa»> 
tUng  fiBlistic  to  tbe  iimgnw^cM,  oa  which  the  apectafof  . 
niea  wA  jrieaaura  of  lbs  same  descriptioii  whk^  wises- 
inMn  the  puonl  at  *a  Eastera  tale. 

J97ya«awf.  I  am  unable  to  dispute  with  you  in  meta*^ 
pbor,  sr ;  but  I  most  say,  in  diaohaif  e  of  my  coBsdeneef 
tint  you  mod  much  censured  for  adulterating  the  paw- 
souroea  at  hialorioal  knowledge.  You  spproacb  them,; 
men  say,  Kka  tbe  drunken  yeoman,  wbe,  once  upon  4 
time,  poUuted  the  crystal  spring  whieb  supplied  the  thirst 
of  tat  family,  with  a  score  of  sugar  loaves  and  a  hopt- 
bead  of  ram ;  and  thereby  convened  a  simple  and  whole' 
aoae  beverage  into  a  stupilying,  brudfyiog,  and  inloxicat- 
tf^  fluid ;  sweeter,  indeed,  to  the  taste,  than  tbe  naturri 
lymph,  but,  for  that  very  reawn,  more  sednctirdy  dan- 
gerous. 

Author.  I  allow  your  metaphor.  Doctor  {  but  yet, 
though  good  punch  cannot  supply  the  want  of  spnng> 
water,  it  is,  when  modesdy  used,  no  matum  in  n;  and  I 
shoeM  have  tbonght  it  a  shabby  thing  of  tbe  parson  of  the 
parish,  bad  be  helped  to  drink  out  the  well  on  Saturday 
ui^it,  and  jveached  agsitut  tbe  honest  hospitable  yeoman 
on  Sunday  morning.  I  should  have  anawered  him, 
ibat  the  very  flavour  of  ibe  liauor  should  have  put  bim 
at  once  upon  his  guard ;  and  toat,  if  be  bad  taken  a  drop 
over  mncb,  be  ongfat  to  blame  bis  own  imprudence  mor* 
than  tbe  haapitadtf  of  his  entertainer. 

DrymaAut.  I  profeas  I  do  not  exactly  see  bow  (faji 
sf^Iies. 

Jliuhor.  No ;  you  are  one  of  those  numerous  dispu- 
tants, who  will  never  follow  thmr  metaphor  a  step  fartber 
iban  it  goes  their  own  way.  I  will  explaiii.  A  poor  fol- 
low, like  myself,  weary  wiib  ransacking  his  own  barren 
and  bounded  imagination,  looks  out  for  some  general  sub- 
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ject  in  the  huge  and  boundless  field  of  bistmy)  wfaid 
holds  forth  examples  of  every  kind^lights  on  some  per- 
sonage, or  some  combination  of  circumstances,  or  lome 
striking  trait  of  manners,  which  he  thinks  may  be  tdvaniA- 
geously  used  as  the  basis  of  a  fictitious  narrative— bedn- 
ens  it  with  such  colouring  as  his  skill  suggests — omameoti 
it  with  such  romantic  circumstances  as  may  heighten  the 
general  efiect — invests  it  with  such  shades  of  diaractery 
as  will  best  contrast  with  each  other — and  thinks,  perhaps, 
he  has  done  some  service  to  the  public,  if  he  cao  pre- 
sent to  them  a  lively  fictitious  picture,  for  which  the  orig- 
inal anecdote  or  circumstance,  which  he  made  free  io 
Sress  into  his  service,  only  furnished  a  slight  sketch. 
Tow  I  cannot  perceive  any  harm  in  this.    The  stcxes  of 
history  are  accessible  to  every  one ;  and  are  no  move 
exhausted  or  impoverished  by  the  hints  thus  borrowed 
fixHD  them,  than  the  fountain  is  drained  by  the  water 
which  we  subtract  for  domestic  purposes.     And  in  reply 
to  the  sober  charge  of  falsehood,  against  a  narrative  an- 
nounced positively  to  be  fictitious,  one  can  only  answerj 
by  Prior's  exclamation, 

"  Odbooks,  mast  one  swear  to  ibe  tnitb  of  a  tiM^  V 

Dryasduat,  Nay,  but  I  fear  me  that  you  are  bero 
eluding  the  charge^  Men  do  not  seriously  accuse  you  of 
misrepresenting  history ;  ahhough  I  assure  you  1  have 
seen  some  grave  treatises,  in  which  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary to  contradict  your  assertions. 

Author,  That  certainly  was  to  point  a  discharge  of 
artillery  against  a  wreath  of  morning  mist. 

Dryasduit.  But  besides,  and  especially,  it  is  said  that 
you  are  in  danger  of  causing  histoiy  to  be  neglected^- 
readers  being  contented  with  such  frothy  and  superficial 
knowledse,  as  they  acquire  from  your  works,  to  the  eflfect 
of  inducing  them  to  neglect  the  severer  and  more  accu- 
rate sources  of  information. 

Author.  I  deny  the  consequence.  On  the  contrary, 
I  rather  hope  that  I  have  turned  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic on  various  points,  which  have  received  elucidation  firooi 
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%riten  of  more  leaming  and  research,  in  consequence  of 
njr   Dorels  having  attached   some  interest  to  them.     I 
nught  giro  instances,  but  I  hate  vanity — I  hale  vanity. 
The  hiaiory  of  the  divining  rod  is  well  known — it  is  t 
iHght  valueless  tnig  in  itself,  but  indicates,  by  its  motion^ 
>bore  veins  of  precious  metal  are  concealed  below  the 
earth,  trhich  afterwards  enrich  the  adventurers  by  whom 
Ihey  are  laboriously  and  carefully  wrought.     I  claim  no 
jaore  merit  for  my  historical  hints  ;  but  this  is  somelhing. 
JtryoMdiut.    We  severer  antiquaries,  sir,  may  grant 
■bat  this  is  true ;  to  wit,  that  your  worlcs  mqy  occasionallr 
have  pnt  men  of  solid  judgment  upon  researches,  which 
tb^^  would  not  perhaps  have  otherwise  thought  of  under- 
talcing.     But  ibis  will  leave  you  still  accountable  for  mis- 
leading the  young,  the  indolent,  and  the  giddy,  by  thrusting 
■dXo  their  hands  works,  which,  while  they  have  so  mucli 
tb^   appearance  of  conveying  information,  as  may  prove 
perhaps  a  salve  to  their  consciences  for  employing  their 
leisure  in  the  perusal,  yet  leave  their  giddy  brains  con- 
tented witb  the  crude,  uncertain,  and  often  false  state- 
■**^nis,  which  your  novels  abound  vvilh. 

•Author.      It  would  be  very  unbecoming  in  me,  rever- 

end    Mr,  to  accuse   a  genlieman   of  your  cloih  of  cant  ; 

*">  pray,  is  there  not  something  like  it  in  the  pathos  with 

'^"ich  you  enforce  these  dangers  ?  I  aver,  on  the  contrary, 

"'at  by  introducing  the  busy  and  the  youlliftil  to  "  truths 

'^'^ere  in  fairy  fiction  dressed,"*!  am  doing  a  real  service 

*?    the  more  ingenious  and  the  more  apt  among  them  ;  for 

'"^  love  of  knowledge  wants  but  a  beginning — the  least 

*P«rIt  will  give  fire  when  the  train  is  properly  prepared  ; 

•**€i    hiving  been  interested  in  fictitious  adventures,  as- 

<^'il>eil  to  an  historical  period  and  characters,  the  reader 

"^gins  next  to  be  anxious  to  learn  what  the  facts  really 

•'^fe,  and  how  far  the  novella  has  justly  represcnicd  them. 

But  even  where  the  mind  of  the  more  careless  reader 

'*^mains  satisfied  with  the  light  perusal  he  has  afforded  to 

■  tale  of  fiction,  he  will  still  lay  down  tb,e  book  with  a 

dcgrpe  of  knowledge,  not  Dcrhnps  of  the  most  accurate 
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kind,  but  such  as  be  roigbt  not  otberwise  have  tcquirod. 
Nor  is  this  liniited'  to  minds  of  a  low  and  incurioua  d^ 
scription  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  comprehends  many  per- 
sons otherwise  of  high  talents,  who,  nevertheless,  either 
from  lack  of  time,  or  of  perseverance,  are  willing  to  ait 
down  contented  witli  tlie  slight  information  which  ia  ac- 
quired in  such  a  manner.  The  great  Duke  of  Marlhor^ 
ough,  for  example,  having  quoted,  in  conversation,  some 
fact  of  English  history  rather  inaccurately,  was  requested 
to  name  his  authority.  ''  Shakspeare's  Historical  PlayV' 
answered  the  conqueror  of  Blenheim  ;  '*  the  only  Eag« 
lish  history  I  ever  read  in  my  life."  And  a  hasty  recol- 
lection will  convince  any  of  us  how  much  better  we  are 
acquainted  with  tliose  parts  of  English  history  which  that 
immortal  bard  has  dramatized,  than  with  any  other  por- 
tion of  British  story. 

DrycLsdust.  And  you,  worthy  sir,  are  ambitious  to 
render  a  similar  service  to  posterity  ? 

Author^  May  the  saints  forfend  I  should  be  guilty  of 
such  unfounded  vanity  !  I  only  show  what  has  been  done 
when  there  were  giants  in  the  land.  We  pigmies  of  the 
present  day,  may  at  least,  however,  do  something ;  and  it 
is  well  to  keep  a  pattern  before  our  eyes,  though  that 
prttern  be  inimitable. 

Dryasdust.  Well,  sir,  with  me  you  must  have  your 
own  course  ;  and  for  reasons  well  known  to  you,  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  reply  to  you  in  argument.  But  I  doubt 
if  all  you  have  said  will  reconcile  the  public  to  the  anach- 
ronisms of  your  present  volumes.  Here  you  have  a 
Countess  of  Derby  fetched  out  of  her  cold  grave,  and  sad- 
dled with  a  set  of  adventures  dated  twenty  years  after  her 
death,  besides  being  given  up  as  a  Catholic,  when  she 
was  in  fact  a  zealous  Huguenot. 

Author.  She  may  sue  me  for  damages,  as  in  the  case 
Dido  versus  Virgil. 

Dryasdust.  A  worse  fault  is,  that  your  manners  are 
even  more  incorrect  than  usual.  Your  Puritan  is  faintly 
traced,  in  comparison  to  your  Cameronian. 

Author.  I  agree  to  the  charge  ;  but  although  I  still 
consider  hypocrisy  and  enthusiasm  as  fit  food  for  ridicule. 
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I  

tnd  satire,  yet  I  tm  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  holding 
Btntticism  up'  to  laughter  or  abhorrence,  without  using 
ilouring  which  may  give  offence  lo  the  sincerely  wortliy 
id  religious.  Many  things  are  lawful  which  we  are 
Csft.«ight  are  not  convenient ;  and  there  are  many  tones  of 
fe^fing  which  are  too  respectable  to  be  insulted,  though 
i^r^  do  not  altogether  sympathize  with  them. 

DryoMduit.  Not  to  mention,  my  worthy  sir,  that  per- 
bsB  jw  you  may  think  the  subject  exhausted. 

Jiuihor.  The  devil  take  the  men  of  tliis  generation  for 
pKJVtting  the  worst  construction  on  their  neighbour's  con- 
d«.m«t! 

So  saying,  and  flinging  a  testy  sort  of  adieu  towards  me 

wxch  his  hand,  he  opened  the  door,  and  ran  hastily  down 

itsftirs.    I  started  on  my  feet,  and  rang  for  my  servant, 

wbo  instantly  came.      I  demanded  what  had  become  ojf 

tb^  stranger — he  denied  that  any  such  had  been  admitted 

— *I  pointed  to  the  empty  decanters,  and  he — he — he  had 

^^  assurance  to  intimate  that  such  vacancies  were  some- 

^»iC8  made  when  I  had  no  better  company  than  my  own. 

^  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  doubtful  matter  but 

^ilJ  certainly  imitate  your  example,  in  placing  this  -^lia- 

'^^"■le,  with  ray  present  letter,  at  the  head  of  Peverii  of 

:  Peak. 

1  am,  dear  sir, 

very  much  your  faithful 
and  obedient  servant, 

Jonas  Drtasdi  •t. 

^^9^ichaelma»-dayy  1822| 
York. 
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PETlf^fetL  OF  THE  PEAK 


CHAPTER  I. 


When  civil  dndgeoo  firtt  grew  high, 

And  men  fell  out  thej  knew  not  why  ; 

When  foul  words,  jealousies,  and  fears, 

Set  folk  together  by  the  ears — 

ButUr. 


ILLIAM,  the  Conqueror  of  England,  was,  or  supposed 

"inn  self  to  be,  the  father  of  a  certain  William  Peveril, 

^ho  attended  him  to  the  battle  of  Hastings,  and  there 

•  a ist.i  nguished  himself.     The  liberal-minded  Monarch,  who 

■  nied  in  his  charters  the  veritable  title  of  Gulielmus 

tardus,  was  not  likely  to  let  his  son's  illegitimacy  be 

l>ar  to  the  course  of  his  royal  favour,  when  the  laws 

^Z     S^ngland  were  issued  from  the  mouth  of  the  Norman 

▼»otc>r,  and  the  lands  of  the  Saxons  were  at  his  unlimited 

"*^I>osal.      William  Peveril  obtahied  a  liberal  grant  of 

P'^^pcrty  and  lordships  in  Derbyshire,  and  became  the 

^'^^otor  of  that  Gothic  fortress,  which,  hanging  over  the 

^^Mth  of  the  Devil's  Cavern,  so  well  known  to  tourists, 

g^v-es  the  name  of  Castleton  to  the  adjacent  village. 

Prom  this  feudal  Baron,  who  chose  his  nest  upon  the 

y^\nciples  on  which  an  eagle  selects  her  eyry,  and  built  it 

\f\  such  a  fashion  as  if  he  had  intended  it,  as  an  Irishman 

5^td  of  the  Martello  towers,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  puz- 

^\ing  posterity,  there  was,  or  conceived  iheinsclvcs  to  be, 

descended  ffor  their  pedigree  was  rather  hypothetical) 

i  $n  opulent  family  of  knightly  rank,  in  the  same  county  of 

^  2*      VOL.  I. 
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Derby.  The  great  fief  of  Castletoo,  with  its  adjaceD^ 
wastes  and  forests,  and  all  the  wonders  which  they  coo^ 
tain,  had  been  forfeited  in  King  John's  stormy  days,  hf 
one  William  Peveril,  and  had  been  granted  anew  to  tlNT 
Ijord  Ferrers  of  that  day.  Yet  this  William's  descend- 
ants, though  no  longer  possessed  of  what  they  alleged  to» 
have  been  their  original  property,  were  long  distinguished 
by  the  proud  title  of  Peverils  of  the  Peak,  which  served 
to  mark  their  high  descent,  and  lofty  pretensions. 

In  Charles  the  Second's  time,  the  representative  of  tUi 
ancient  family  was  Sir  Geoffrey  Pevenl,  a  man  who  had 
many  of  the  ordinary  attributes  of  an  old-fashioned  coun- 
try gentleman,  and  very  few  individual  traits  to  distinguish 
him  from  the  general  portrait  of  that  worthy  class  of 
mankind.  He  was  proud  of  small  advantages,  angry  at 
small  disappointments,  incapable  of  forming  any  resolu- 
tion or  opinion  abstracted  from  his  own  prejudices — hs 
wap  proud  of  his  birth,  lavish  in  his  housekeeping,  connv- 
iaf  witl)  those  kindred  and  acquaintances,  who  would  allow 
his  superiority  in  rank — contentious  and  quarrelsome  with 
all  that  crossed  his  pretensions — ^kind  to  the  poor,  except 
when  they  plundered  his  game — a  royalist  in  his  political 
opinions,  and  one  who  detested  alike  a  Roundhead,  a 
poacher,  and  a  Presbyterian.  In  religion  Sir  Geofltey 
was  a  high-churchman,  of  so  exalted  a  strain  that  many 
thought  he  still  nourished  in  private  the  Roman  Catholic 
tenets,  which  his  family  had  only  renounced  in  his  father's 
time,  and  that  he  had  a  dispensation  for  conforming  in 
outward  observances  to  the  Protestant  faith.  There  was 
at  least  such  a  scandal  amongst  the  Puritans,  and  the 
influence  which  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  certainly  appeared 
to  possess  amongst  the  Catholic  gentlemen  of  Derby- 
shire and  Cheshire,  seemed  to  give  countenance  to  the 
rumour. 

Such  was  Sir  Geofirey,  who  might  have  passed  to  his 
grave  without  farther  distinction  than  a  brass-plate  in  the 
chancel,  had  he  not  lived  in  times  which  forced  the  most 
inactive  spirits  into  exertion,  as  a  tempest  influences  the 
sluggish  waters  of  the  deadest  meer.     When  the  civiL 
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broke  out,  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  proud  from  pedi- 

'ee,  and  brave  by  constitution,  raised  a  regiment  for  the 

ing,  and  showed  upon  several  occasions  more  capacity 

roonunand,  than  men  had  heretofore  given  him  credit  for. 

Even  in  the  midst  of  the  civil  turmoil,  he  fell  in  love 

ith,  and  married,  a  beautiful  and  amiable  young  lady  of 

m  noble  bouse  of  Stanley  ;  and  from  that  time  had  the 

ore  merit  in  his  loyalty,  as  it  divorced  him  from  her 

s^^-ciety,  unless  at  very  brief  intervals,  when  his  duty  per- 

ors  M  tted  an  occasional  visit  to  his  home.      Scorning  to  be 

al  M  «ired  from  bis  military  duty  by  domestic  inducements, 

I*^^  veril  of  the  Peak  fought  on  for  several  rough  years  of 

ci  ^%^  il  war,  and  performed  his  part  with  sufficient  gallantry, 

urvCJl  his  regiment  was  surprised  and  cut  to  pieces  by 

I^o jrntK,  Cromwell's  enterprising  and  successful  general  of 

cm,  '^p^alry.     The  defeated  cavalier  escaped  from  the  field  of 

ba.ctle,  and,  like  a  true  descendant  of  William  the  Con- 

q<->  ^ror,  disdaining  submission,  threw  himself  into  his  ob 


tellated  mansion,  which  was  attacked  and  defem 
in  ^  seige  of  that  irregular  kind,  which  caused  the  de- 
*^*"'*Jciion  of  so  many  baronial  residences  during  tlie 
^^-«  xse  of  those  unhappy  wars.     Martindale  Castle,  after 

^^ing  suffered  severely  from  the  cannon  which  Crom- 
^^-^  J  hin>self  brought  against  it,  was  at  length  surrendered 
^^ •  ^2n  in  the  last  extrenn'ty.  Sir  Geoffrey  himself  became 
*  1-^  prisoner,  and  while  iiis  liberty  was  only  restored  upon  a 
P'^^-^^nise  of  remaining  a  peaceful  subject  to  the  common- 
^^*^lth  in  future,  his  former  delinquencies,  as  they  were 

■  ^led  by  the  ruling  party,  were  severely  ])unished  by 


fit) 


and  sequestration. 


lut  neither  his  forced  promise,  nor  the  fear  of  farther 

^"1^  Icasant  consequences  to  his  person  or  property,  could 

P^^^  "^^ent  Peveril  of  the  Peak  from  joining  the  gallant  Earl 

^*     XDerby  the  night  before  the  fatal  engagement  in  Wig- 

B^^'^^lane,  where  the  Earl's   forces  were  dispersed.     Sir 

^^^^llrey  having  had    his  share  in  that  action,  escaped 

^^^li  the  reliqucs  of  the  royalists  after  the  defeat,  to  join 

CUxirles  11.    He  witnessed  also  the  final  defeat  of  Worces- 

^y  where  he  w^as  a  ^^econd  time  made  prisoner;  and  a*;, 
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in  the  opinion  of  Cromwell   and   the  language  of  tJ'^ 
times,  he  was  regarded  as  an  obstinate  malignant,  he  'vr^ 
in  great  danger  of  having  shared  with  the  Eari  of  D^'f'/^ 
his  execution  at  Bolton-Ie-Moor,  having   partaken  "^tvh 
him  the  dangers  of  two  actions.     But  Sir  Geoffirey's  H^ 
was  preserved  by  the  interest  of  a  friend,  who  possess^^ 
influence  in  the  councils  of  Oliver. — ^This  was  a  Mr* 
Bridgenorth,  a  gentleman  of  middling  quahty,  whose  fc- 
ther  had  been  successful' in  some  commercial  adventure 
during  the  peaceful  reign  of  James  L ;  and  who  had  be- 
queathed his  son  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  moderate  patrimony  which  he  inherited  from 
his  father. 

The  substantial,  thougli  small-sized  brick  building  of 
Moultrassie  Hall,  was  but  two  miles  distant  from  Martin- 
dale  Castle,  and  the  young  Bridgenorth  attended  the 
same  school  with  the  heir  of  the  Peverils.  A  sort  of 
cAipanionship,  if  not  intimacy,  took  place  betwixt  them, 
Wich  continued  during  their  youthful  sports — ^the  rather 
that  Bridgenorth,  though  he  did  not  at  heart  admit  Sir 
Geoffrey's  claims  of  superiority  to  the  extent  which  tha 
other's  vanity  would  have  exacted,  paid  deference  in  a 
reasonable  degree  to  the  representative  of  a  family  so 
much  more  ancient  and  important  than  his  own',  without 
conceiving  that  he  in  any  respect  degraded  himself  by 
doing  so. 

Mr.  Bridgenorth  did  not,  however,  carry  his  complai- 
sance so  far  as  to  embrace  Sir  Geoffrey's  side  during  the 
Civil  War.  On  the  contrary,  as  an  active  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  he  rendered  much  assistance  in  arraying  the  militia 
in  the  cause  of  the  Parliament,  and  for  some  lime  held  a 
military  cominis:sion  in  that  service.  This  was  partly  ow- 
ing to  iiis  religious  j:)rinci[)lcs,  for  he  was  a  zealous  Presby- 
terian, partly  to  his  political  ideas,  wliich,  without  bein^ 
absolutely  democratical,  favonredtlie  popular  side  of  the 
great  national  question.  Besides,  he  was  a  moneyed  man 
and  to  a  certain  extent  hnd  a  shrewd  eye  to  his  worldly 
interest.  He  understood  how  to  improve  the  opportuni- 
ties which  civil  war  afforded,  of  advancing  his  fortune,  by 
a  dexterous  use  of  his  capital ;  and  he  was  not  at  a  loss 
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io  perceive  that  these  were  likely  to  be  obtained  by  joio- 
ing  the  Parliament ;    while  tiie  king's  cause,  as  it  was 
managed,  held  out  notiiing  to  the  wealthy  but  a  course  of 
exaction    and   compulsory  loans.       For   these  reasons, 
Xiriclgenorth  became  a  decided  Roundhead,  and  all  friend- 
Ijr  communication  betwixt  his  neighbour  and  him  was  ab- 
r'uptly  broken  asunder.      This  was  done  with  the  less 
acrimony,  that,  during  the  Civil  War,  Sir  Geoffrey  was 
^Iniost  constantly  in  the  field,  following  the  vacillating  and 
cjnhappy   fortunes  of  his  master  ;    while  Major  Bridge* 
g^orth,  who  soon  renounced  active  military  service,  resided 
^- Iiiefly  in  Ix>ndon,  and  only  occasionally  visited  the  Hall. 
Upon  these  visits,  it  was  with  great  j)leasure  he  received 
^J-ie  intelligence,  that  I^dy  Peveril  had  shown  much  kind- 
i3.^ssto  Mrs.  Bridgenorth,  and  had  actually  given  her  and 
ti^T  family  shelter  in  Mailindale  Castle,  when  Moultrassie 
ill  was  threatened  with  pillage  by  a  body  of  Prince  Ru- 
t's ill-disciplined  cavaliers.    This  acquaintance  had bAn 
tured  by  frequent  walks  together,  which  the  vicinity  jf 
ttiGir  places  of  residence  suffered  the  Lady  Peveril  to  have 
wJ*h  Mrs.  Bridgenorth,  who  deemed  herself  much  hon- 
o*-'*"ed  in  being  tlius  admitted  into  the  society  of  so  dis- 
^'"S'^^shed   a  lady.      Major   Bridgenorth   heard   of  this 
S'"^^^"ing  intimacy  with  great  pleasure,  and  he  determined 
t^>    repay  the  obligation,  as  far  as  he  could  without  much 
hurt  to  himself,  by  interfering,  with  all  his  influence,  in 
behalf  of  her  unfortunate  husband.     It  was  chiefly  owing 
^p     ^lajor  Bridgenorth's  mediation,  that  Sir  Geoffrey's 
life  w^as  saved  after  the  battle  of  W^orcester.     He  obtain- 
®"^  liirn  peniiission  to  compound  for  his  estate  on  eftsier 
lernas  than  many  who  had  been  less  obstinate  in  malignan- 
cy ;    and,  finally,  when,  in  order  to  raise  the  money  to  the 
composition,  the  Knight  was  obliged  to  sell  a  considerable 
portion  of  his  patrimony,  Major  Bridgenorth  became  the 
purchaser,  and  that  at  a  larger  price  than  had  been  paid 
to  any  cavalier  under  such  circmnstances,  by  a  member 
cf  the  Committee  for  Sequestrations.     It  is  true,  the  pru- 
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dent  committee-man  did  not,  by  any  means,  lose  sight 
his  own  interest  in  the  transaction,  for  the  price  was,  afte^ 
all,  very  moderate,  and  the  property  lay  adjacent  to  MouL— * 
trassie  Hall,  the  value  of  which  was  at  least  trebled  b; 
tlie  acquisition.  But  then  it  was  also  true,  that  the  unfor" 
tunale  owner  must  have  submitted  to  much  worse  condi 
tions,  had  the  committee-man  used,  as  others  did,  the  ful 
advantages  which  his  situation  gave  him ;  and  Bridge 
north  took  credit  to  himself,  and  received  it  from  othei 
for  having,  on  this  occasion,  fairly  sacrificed  his  interest 
his  liberality. 

Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  tt'^ 
rather  that  Mr.  Bridgenorth  seemed  to  bear  his 
tion  with  great  moderation,  and  was  disposed  to  show 
personally  the  same  deference  in  his  present  sunshine 
prosperity,  which  he  had  exibited  formerly  in  tlieir  earl; 
acmiaintance.     It  is  but  justice  to  Major  Bridgenorth 
oiPbrve,  that  in  this  conduct  he  paid  respect  as  much 
the  misfortunes  as  to  the  pretensions  of  his  far-descended 
neighbour,  and  that,  with  the  frank  generosity  of  a  blunt 
Englishman,  he  conceded  points  of  ceremony  about  which 
he  himself  was  ijidifferent,  merely  because  he  saw  that 
his  doing  so  gave  pleasure  to  Sir  Geoffrey. 

Peveril  of  the  Peak  did  justice  to  his  neighbour's  del- 
icacy, in  consideration  of  which  he  forgot  many  things. 
He  forgot  that  Major  Bridgenorth  was  already  in  posses- 
sion of  a  fair  third  of  his  estate,  and  had  various  pecu- 
niary claims  affecting  the  remainder,  to  die  extent  of 
one-third  more.  He  endeavoured  even  to  forget,  what 
it  was  still  more  difficult  not  to  remember,  the  altered 
situation  in  which  they  and  their  mansions  now  stood  to 
each  other. 

Before  the  Civil  War,  the  superb  battlements  and  tur- 
rets of  Martindale  Castle,  looked  down  on  the  red  brick-"* 
built  hall,  -as  it  stole  Qut  from  the  zrecn  plantations,  just  as 
an  oak  in  Martindale  Chase  would  have  looked  beside  one 
of  the  stunted  and  formal  young;  boerh-trecs  with  which 
Bridgenorth  had  graced  lu*5avrnu(^:  but  afterllie  siege  which 
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ivre   have  commemorated,  the  enlarged  and  augmented 
Hall  was  as  much  predominant  in  the  landscape  over  the 
slinttered  and  blackened  ruins  of  the  Castle,  of  which 
only  one  wing  was  left  habitable,  as  the  youthful  beech, 
all  its  vigour  of  shoot  and  bud,  would  appear  to  the  same 
.ged  oak  stripped  of  its  boughs,  and  rifted  by  lightning, 
i-lialf  laid  in  sliivers  on  the  ground,  and  the  other  re- 
jxisilning  a  blackened  and  unsiraceful  trunk,  rent  and  splin- 
!red,  and   without  either  life  or  leaves.      Sir  Geoffrey 
cyuld  not  but  feel,  that  the  situation  and  prospects  of  the 
^%^'0  neighbours  were  exchanged  as  disadvantageously  for 
ijicnseK  as  the  appearance  of  their  mansions  ;  and  that 
^]jC3Li!^>i  the  authority  of  the  man  in  o(Hce  under  the  Par- 
Ij^inent,  the  sequestrator,  and  the  committee-man,  had 
l^^c:n  only  exerted  for  the  protection  of  the  cavalier  and 
^|j£?  malignant,  they  would  have  been  as  effectual  if  ap- 
-^|i^2d  to  procure  his  utter  ruin  ;  and  that  he  was  become 
^   crlient,  while  his  neighbour  was  elevated  into  a  patr6D. 
rXhere  were  two  considerations,  besides  the  necessity 
of     ^he  case  and  the  constant  advice  of  his  lady,  which 
eniM,h\ed  Peveril  of  the  Peak  to  endure,  with  some  pa- 
tience, this  state  of  degradation.     The  first  was,  that  the 
policies  of  Major  Bridgcnorth  began,  on  many  points,  to 
assimilate  themselves  to  his  own.     As  a  Presbyterian,  he 
was    not  an  utter  encn)y  to  monarchy,  and  had  been  con- 
siderably shocked  at  the  unexpected  trial  and  execution 
of  tile  King  ;  as  a  civilian   and  a  man   of  property,  he 
feare  i  the  domination  of  the  [nililary  ;  and  though  he 
wisKcd  not  to  see  Charles  restored  by  force  of  arms,  yet 
fie  a  rrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  to  bring  hack  the  heir  of 
•Jie   royal  family  on  such  terms  of  conj position  as  might 
'/i5tire  th^  protection  of  those  popular  immunities  and 
privileges  or  which  the  Long  Parliament  had  at  first  con- 
tended, would  be  the  surest  and  most  desirable  termina- 
tion to  the  mutations  in  state  affairs  which  had  agitated  Bri- 
tain.   Indeed,  the  Major's  ideas  on  this  point  approached 
PC  nearly  those  of  his  neighbour,  that  he  had  wellnigh  suf- 
fered Sir   Geoffrey,  who  luul  a  finp:er  in  ahno*it  all  the 
con'*piracics  of  the  Royali.-l<j  to  involve  him  in  the  unfor- 
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tunate  rising  of  Penruddock  ond  Groves  in  the  west,  in 
which  many  of  the  Presbyterian  interest,  as  well  as  the 
cavalier  party,  were  engaged.  And  though  his  habitual 
prudence  eventually  kept  him  out  of  this  and  otlier  dan- 
gers, Major  Bridgcnorth  was  considered,  during  the  last 
years  of  Cromwell's  domination,  and  the  interregoum 
which  succeeded,  as  a  disaffected  person  to  the  Common- 
wealth,  and  a  favourer  of  Charles  Stuart. 

But  besides  this  approximation  to  the  same  political 
opinions,  another  bond  of  intimacy  united  the  families  of 
the  Castle  and  the  Hnll.  Major  Bridgenorth,  fortunatCi 
and  eminently  so  in  all  his  worldly  transactions,  was  vi»t- 
ed  by  severe  and  reiterated  misfortunes  in  his  family,  and 
became,  in  this  particular,  an  object  of  compassion  to  his 
poorer  and  more  decayed  neighbour.  Betwixt  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  VVar  and  the  Restoration,  he  lost  suc- 
cessively a  family  of  no  less  than  six  children,  apparently 
through  a  delicacy  of  constitution,  which  cut  off  the  little 
prattlers  at  the  early  age  when  they  most  wind  themselves 
around  the  heart  of  the  parents. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1658,  Major  Bridgenorth 
was  childless  ;  ere  it  ended,  he  had  a  daughter,  indeed, 
but  her  birth  was  purchased  by  the  death  of  an  affection- 
ate wife,  whose  constitution  had  been  exhausted  by  ma- 
ternal grief,  and  by  the  anxious  and  harrowing  reflection, 
that  from  her  the  children  they  had  lost  derived  that  del- 
icacy of  health,  which  proved  unable  to  undergo  the  tear 
and  wear  of  existence.  The  same  voice  which  told 
Bridgenorth  that  he  was  father  of  a  living  child,  (it  was 
the  friendly  voice  of  Lady  Peveril,)  communicated  to  him 
the  melancholy  intelligence  that  he  was  no  longer  a  hus- 
band. The  feelings  of  Major  Bridgenorth  were  strong 
and  deep,  rather  than  hasty  and  vehement ;  and  his  grief 
assumed  the  form  of  a  sullen  stupor,  from  which  neither 
the  friendly  remonstrances  of  Sir  Geoffrey,  who  did  not 
^il  to  be  with  his  neighbour  at  this  distressing  conjuncture, 
even  though  he  knew  he  must  meet  the  Presbyterian 
pastor,  nor  the  ghostly  exhortations  of  this  latter  person, 
were  able  »o  rouse  the  unfortunate  widower. 
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At  length  Lady  Peveril,  with  the  ready  invention  of  a 
female  sharpened  by  the  sight  of  distress  and  the  feelings 
of-  sympathy,  tried  on  the  sufferer  one  of  those  experi- 
ments by  which  grief  is  often  awakened  from  desponden- 
cy into  tears.  She  placed  in  Bridgenorth's  arms  the 
infant  whose  birth  had  cost  him  so  dear,  and  conjured 
liiin  to  remember  that  his  Alice  was  not  yet  dead,  since 
she  survived  in  the  liclpless  child  she  had  left  to  his  pater- 
nal care. 

"  Take  her  away — ^takc  her  away  !"  said  the  unhappy 
nrssn,  and  they  were  the  first  words  he  had  spoken  ;  ''  let 
riie  not  look  on  her — it  is  but  another  blossom  that  has 
bloomed  to  fade,  and  the  tree  that  bore  it  will  never  flours- 
is  1 1  more  !" 

He  almost  threw  the  child  into  Lady  Peveril's  arms, 
placed  his  hands  before  his  face,  and  wept  aloud.  Lady 
1^^'veril  did  not  say,  "  Be  comforted,"  but  she  ventured 
to    promise  that  the  blossom  should  ripen  to  fruit. 

**  Never,  never  !"  said  Bridgenortb  ;  "  take  the  un- 
ha  r*py  child  away,  and  let  me  only  know  when  I  shall  wear 
"l^ck  for  her— Wear  black  !"  he  exclaimed,  interrupting 
"'■XI  self,  "  what  other  colour  shall  I  wear  during  the  re- 
'^^  ^  i  nder  of  my  life  ?" 

^•*  I  will  take  the  child  for  a  season,"  said  Lady  Pev- 

^«"il,  ««  since  the  sight  of  her  is  so  painful  to  yon  ;  and  the 

''^tl^  Alice  shall  share  tne .nursery  of  our  Julian,  until  it 

^*^54l|  be  pleasure  and  not  pain  for  you  to  look  on  her." 

*'  That  hour  will  never  come,"  said  the  unhappy  fa- 

l^^j.  ;  "  her  doom  is  written — she  will  follow  the  rest — 

^^^cl's  will  be  done. — Lady,  1  thank  you — I  trust  her  to 

y^^'-^r  care  ;  and  I  thank  God  that  my  eye  shall  not  see 

"^r  dying  agonies." 

^Vithout  detaining  the  reader's  attention  longer  on  this 
Painful  theme,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  the   Lady  Peveril 
^^d  undertake  tlie  duties  of  a  mother  to  the  little  orphan  ; 
*^d  pertiaps  it  was  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  her  judi- 
cious treatment  of  the  infant,  that  its  feeble  hold  of  life  was 
Reserved,  since  tlit-  glinimering  sjiark   might  i)robably 
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hnve  been  altogether  smothered,  had  it,  like  the  Major's 
former  children,  undergone  the  over-care  and  over-Dur»* 
ing  of  a  mother  rendered  nervously  cautious  and  anxioiw 
by  so  many  successive  losses.  The  lady  was  the  more 
ready  to  undertake  tliis  charge,  that  she  herself  had  lost 
two  infant  children  ;  and  that  she  attributed  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  third,  now  a  6nc  healthy  child  of  three  years 
old,  to  Julian's  being  subjected  to  rather  a  different  course 
of  diet  and  treatment  than  was  then  generally  praptised. 
She  resolved  to  follow  the  same  regimen  with  the  little 
orphan,  which  she  had  observed  in  the  case  of  ber  own 
boy,  and  it  was  equally  successful.  By  a  more  qmring 
use  of  medicine,  by  a  bolder  admission  of  fresh  air,  by  a 
firm,  yet  cautious  attention  to  encourage  rather  than  to 
supersede  the  exertions  of  nature,  the  puny  infant,  under 
the  care  of  an  excellent  nurse,  gradually  improved  in 
strength  and  in  liveliness. 

Sir  Geoffrey,  like  most  men  of  his  frank  and  good- 
natured  disposition,  was  naturally  fond  of  children,  and  so 
much  compassionated  the  sorrows  of  his  neighbour,  that  he 
entirely  forgot  his  being  a  Presbyterian,  until  it  became 
necessary  that  the  infant  should  be  christened  by  a  teacher 
of  that  persuasion. 

This  was  a  trying  case — the  father  seemed  incapable 
of  giving  direction ;  and  that  the  threshold  of  Martindale 
Castle  should  be  violated  by  {he  heretical  step  of  a  dis- 
senting clergyman,  was  matter  of  horror  to  its  orthodox 
owner.  He  had  seen  the  famous  Hugh  Peters,  with  a 
Bible  in  one  hand  and  a  pistol  in  the  other,  ride  in  triumph 
through  the  court-door  when  Martindale  was  surrendered, 
and  the  bitterness  of  that  hour  had  entered  like  iron  into 
his  soul.  Yet  such  was  Lndy  Peverirs  influence  over 
the  prejudices  of  her  husband,  that  he  was  induced  to 
connive  at  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  a  remote  garden- 
house,  which  was  not  properly  within  the^recinctsof  the 
Casde-wall.  The  lady  even  dared  to  be  present  while 
the  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  reverend  Master 
Solsgracp,  who  had  once  preached  a  sermon  of  three 
hour^^  length  before  the  house  of  Commons,  upon  a  tharJKs- 
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giving  oceasioD  after  the  relioT  of  Exeter.  Sir  Geoflrejr 
Pereril  took  care  to  be  absent  the  whole  day  from  ibe 
Casile,  and  it  whs  only  from  the  great  interest  which  he 
took  in  the  wasiiing,  perfuming,  and  as  it  were  purifica- 
tioQ  of  the  summer-house,  iliat  it  could  have  been  guessed 
be  knew  any  thins;  of  what  had  taken  place  in  it. 

But,  whatever  prejudices  the  good  Knight  might  enter- 
tain against  his  neighbour's  form  of  religion,  they  did  not 
in  any  way  influence  his  feelings  towards  him  as  a  sufferer 
under  severe  affliction.  The  mode  in  which  he  showed 
bis  sympathy  was  ratlier  singular,  but  exactly  suited  the 
character  of  both,  and  tlic  terms  on  which  they  stood  with 
each  other. 

Morning  after  momtng  the  good  Baronet  made  Moul- 
trassie  Hail  the  termination  of  liis  walk  or  ride,  and  said 
a  single  word  of  kindness  as  he  passed.  Somelimcs  he 
entered  the  old  parlour  where  the  proprietor  sat  in  solitary 
wretchedness  and  despondency  ;  but  more  frequently 
(for  Sir  Geoffrey  did  not  pretend  lo  great  talents  of  con- 
versation) he  paused  on  tlic  terrace,  and  stopping  or  halt- 
ing his  horse  by  the  latticed  window,  said  aloiid  to  the 
melancholy  inmate,  "  Flow  is  it  wilh  you.  Master  Bridge- 
north  ?  (the  Knight  would  never  acknowledge  his  neigh- 
bour's military  rank  of  Major  ;)  I  just  looked  in  to  bid  you 
keep  a  good  heart,  man,  and  to  tell  you  that  Juhan  is  well, 
and  little  Alice  is  well,  and  all  arc  well  at  Marliiidale 
Castle."  ' 

A  deep  sigh,  sometimes  coupled  with   "  I  thank  you. 

Sir  Geofiirey  ;  my  graleful  duly  waits  on  Lady  Pevcril," 

*as  generally  Bridgenorth's  only  njiswcr.     But  the  news 

"as  received  on  the  one  pan  wilh  the  kindness  which  was 

■feigned  upon  the  other  ;  it  gradually  became  less  pain- 

'"'  and  more  interesting  ;  the  lutticc  window  was  never 

Erased,  nor  was  the  leathern  easy-chair,  which  stood  next 

'oit,  ever  empty,  when  iho  usuul  hour  of  the  Baronet's 

"■o**! enlary  vibil  appmaeliLd.     At  length  the  expectation 

^'  Hiat  passing  miiuiie  htjcaiiie  the  pivot  upon  which  the 

"loughis  of  poor  Bridifenorlh  turned  duriiiu;  all  llie  rest  of 

ll>B  day.      Most  men  have  known  the  iritlucnce  of  such 
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brief  but  ruling  moments  at  some  period  of  tbeir  livet* 
The  moment  when  a  lover  passes. tlie  window  of  his  mis- 
tress— the  moment  when  the  epicure  hears  the  dinner^ 
bell,  is  that  into  which  is  crowded  the  whole  interest  of 
tlie  day — the  hours  which  precede  it  are  spent  in  antici- 
pation  ;  the  hours  which  follow,  in  reflection  on  what  has 
passed  ;  and  fancy,  dwelling  on  each  brief  circumstance, 
gives  to  seconds  the  duration  of  minutes,  to  minutes  that 
of  hours.  Thus  seated  in  his  lonely  chair,  Bridgenorth 
could  catch  at  a  distance  tlie  stately  step  of  Sir  Geoffireyi* 
or  the  heavy  tramp  of  his  war-horse.  Black  Hastings, 
which  had  borne  him  in  many  an  action  ;  he  could  bear 
the  hum  of  "  The  King 'shall  enjoy  his  own  again,"  or  the 
habitual  whistle  of  "  Cuckolds  and  Rouudheadb,"  die  into 
reverential  silence,  as  the  Knight  approached  the  mansioa 
of  affliction  ;  and  then  came  the  strong  hale  v<Mce  of  the 
huntsman-soldier,  with  its  usual  greeting. 

By  degrees,  the  communication  became  something 
more  protracted,  as  Major  Bridgenorth's  grief,  like  all 
human  feelings,  lost  its  overwhelming  violence,  and  per- 
mitted him  to  attend,  in  some  degree,  to  what  passed 
around  him,  to  discharge  various  duties  which  pressed 
upon  him,  and  to  give  a  share  of  attention  to  tlie  situa^ 
tion  of  the  country,  distracted  as  it  was  by  the  contending 
Actions,  whose  strife  only  temiinated  in  the  Restoration. 
Still,  however,  though  slowly  recovering  from  the  efl[ects 
of  the  shock  w  hicli  he  had  sustained,  Alajor  Bridgenorth 
felt  himself  as  yet  unable  to  make  up  his  mind  to  the  efl^ 
necessary  to  see  his  infant ;  and  though  seperated  by  so 
short  a  distance  from  the  being  in  whose  existence  he  was 
more  interested  than  in  anything  the  world  afibrded,  he 
only  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  windows  of  the 
apartment  where  little  Alice  was  lodged,  and  was  often 
observed  to  watch  tliem  from  the  terrace,  as  they  bright- 
ened in  the  evening  under  the  influence  of  the  setting  sun* 
In  truth,  though  a  strong-minded  man  in  most  respects,, 
be  was  unable  to  lay  aside  the  gloomy  impression  that  this 
remaining  pledge  of  afl^ection  was  soon  to  be  conveyed  to 
that  grave  which  had  already  devoured  all  besides     that 
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was  detr  to  him  ;  and  he  awaited  in  miserable  suspense 
the  moment  when  he  should  hear  that  symptoms  of  the 
fatal  malady  had  begun  tb  show  themselves. 

The  voice  of  Peveril  continued  to  be  that  of  a  com- 
forter, until  the  month  of  April,  1660,  when  it  suddenly 
assumed  a  new  and  different  tone.  *'  The  king  shall  en- 
jay  his  own  again,''  far  from  ceasing,  as  the  hasty  tread 
of  Black  Hastings  came  up  the  avenue,  bore  burden  to 
the  clatter  of  his  hoofs  on  the  paved  court-yard,  as  Sir 
Geofiirey  sprang  from  his  great  war-saddle,  now  once 
more  garnished  with  pistols  of  two  feet  in  length,  and, 
armed  with  steel-cap,  back  and  breast,  and  a  truncheon 
b  his  hand,  he  rushed  into  the  apartment  of  the  astonish- 
ed Major,  with  his  eyes  sparkling,  and  his  cheek  inflamed, 
while  be  called  out,  ''  Up !  up,  neighbour  !  No  time  now 
to  mope  in  the  chimney-comer.  Where  is  your  buff-coat 
and  broadsword,  man  ?  Take  the  true  side  once  in  your 
life,  and  mend  past  mistakes.  The  King  is  all  lenity, 
man — all  royal  nature  and  mercy.  I  will  get  your  full 
pardon." 

*'  What  means  ail  this  ?"  said  Bridgenorth — **  is  all 
irell  with  you — all  well  at  Martindale  Castle,  Sir  Geof- 
frey ?" 

^'  Well  as  you  could  wish  them,  Alice  and  Julian  and 
^H-  But  I  have  news  worth  twenty  of  that — Monk  has 
declared  at  London  against  those  stinking  scoundrels  the 
R^ump.  Fairfax  is  up  in  Yorkshire — for  the  King — for 
th&  King,  man  !  Churchmen,  Presbyterians  and  all,  are 
in  buff  and  bandelier  for  King  Charles.  I  have  a  letter 
from  Fairfax  to  secure  Derby  and  Chesterfield,  with  all 
the  men  I  can  make.  D — n  him,  6ne  that  I  should  take 
orders  from  him  !  But  never  mind  that — all  are  friends 
^^^^9  and  you  and  I,  good  neighbour,  will  charge  abreast, 
*•  S^HkI  neighbours  should.  See  there,  read — ^read— 
fB&>cl — and  then  boot  and  saddle  in  an  instant. 

"  Hey  for  cavaliers— ho  for  cavaliers, 
Pray  for  cavaliers, 
Dub-a«dub,  dub-a-dub, 
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Have  at  old  Bcelxebab, 
Oliver  idiakcs  in  his  bicrl" 

After  thundering  forth  this  elegant  effusion  of  loyal  ah 
thusiasin,  the  sturdy  cavalier's  heart  became  too  full.  He 
threw  himself  on  a  scat,  and  exclaiming,  ^'  Did  ever  I 
think  to  live  to  see  this  happy  day  !"  he  wept,  to  his  owa 
surprise,  as  much  as  to  that  of  Bridgenorth. 

Upon  considering  the  crisis  in  which  the  country  was 
placed,  it  appeared  to  Major  Bridgenorth,  as  it  had  doo^ 
to  Fairfax,  and  other  leaders  of  the  Presbyterian  fBitjTm 
that  their  frank  embracing  of  the  royal  interest  was  th^B 
wisest  and  most  patriotic  measure  which  tliey  could  Vidof^m 
in  the  circumstances,  when  all  ranks  and  classes  of  me^^ 
were,  seeking  refuge  from  the  uncertainty  and  varied  o] 
pression  attending  the  repeated  contests  between  the 
tions  of  Westminster  Hall  and  of  Wallingford  Houi 
Accordingly  he  joined  with  Sir  Geoffrey,  with  less 
thusiasm  indeed,  but  with  equal  sincerity,  taking  su^ 
measures  as  seemed  proper  to  secure  their  part  of 
country  on  the  King's  behalf,  which  was  cfone  as 
fectually  and  peaceably  as  in  other  parts  of  Englam 
The  neighbours  were  both  at  Chesterfield,  when  n< 
arrived  that  the  Kin§  had  landed  in  England ;  and  Si^ 
Geoffrey  instantly  announced  his  purpose  of  waiting  upoi^ 
his  Majesty,  even  before  his  return  to  the  Castle  of  Alar-  ^ 
tindale. 

"  Who  knows,  neighbour,"  he  said,  "  whether  Sir 
Geoffrey  Peveril  will  ever  return  to  Martindale  ?  Titles 
must  be  going  amongst  them  yonder,  and  I  have  deserved 
something  among  the  rest. — I^rd  Peveril  would  sound 
well— or  stay,  Earl  of  Martindale — no,  not  of  Martindalo 
— Earl  of  the  Peak. — Meanwhile,  trust  your  affairs  to  me 
— I  will  see  you  secured — I  would  you  had  been  no  Pres- 
byterian, neighbour — a  knighthood, — I  mean  a  knight- 
bachelor,  not  a  knight-baronet, — would  have  served  your 
turn  well." 

"  I  leave  these  things  to  my  betters.  Sir  Geoffrey,"  said 
the  Major,  "  and  desire  nothing  so  earnestly  as  to  find  all 
well  at  Martindale  when  1  return." 
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**  Ton  win — ^jrou  will  find  them  all  well/*  said  the  Bar* 
onet ;  "  Julian,  Alice,  I^adj  Peveri),  and  ail  of  ihera— ^ 
bear  my  commendations  to  them,  and  kiss  them  all,  neigh- 
bour, Lady  Peveril  and  alJ — you  may  kiss  a  Countess 
when  I  come  back ;  all  will  go  well  with  you  now  you  are 
turned  honest  roan." 

*'  I  always  meant  to  be  so.  Sir  Geofirey,"  said  Bridge- 
north,  calmly. 

**  Well,  well,  well — no  offence  meant,"  said  the  Knight, 

^  all  is  well  now — so  you  to  Mouhrassie  Hall,  and  I  to 

tiThitehalL     Said  I  well,  aha  !  So  ho,  mine  host,  a  stoup 

of  Canary  to  tlie  King's  health  ere  we  get  to  horse — I 

ibrgot,  neighbour — ^you  drink  no  healths."  ^ 

^*  I  wish  the  King's  health  as  sincerely  as  if  I  drank  a 
|Mllon  to  it,"  replied  the  Major  ;  "  and  I  wish  you.  Sir 
&^ofiirey,  all  success  on  your  journey  and  a  safe  return  " 


CHAPTER  II. 

Why  then,  we  will  have  bellowing  of  beeves, 
Broacbiog  oT  barrels,  braiidii>hing  of  spigots  ; 
Blood  shall  flow  freely,  but  it  shall  be  gore 
Of  herds  aiid  flocks,  and  veniiion  and  poultry, 
Joiu'd  to  the  brave  hearts-blood  of  JohD-a-Barleycorn  ! 

OidPiay, 

HATEVER  rewards  Charles  might  have  condescended 

cstow  in  acknowledgement  of  the  sufferings  and  loyalty 

everil  of  the  Peak,  he  had  none  in  his  disposal  equ^ 

^  Vie  pleasure  which  Providence  had  reserved  for  Bridge- 

^■^^  on  his  return  to  Derbyshire.      The  exertion  to 

*^if2h  he  had  been  summoned,  had  had  the  usual  effect 

V;    ^'estoring  to  a  certain  extent  the  activity  and  energy  of 

Y*^  character,  and  he  felt  it  would  be  unbecoming  to  re- 

^P«e  into  the  state  of  lethargic  melancholy  from  which  k 

**^  roused  him.     Time  also  had  its  usual  effect  in  miti- 
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gating  the  subjects  of  liis  regret ;  and  when  he  had  passed 
one  day  at  the  Hall,  in  regretting  ^at  he  could  not  expect 
the  indirect  news  of  his  daughter's  health,  which  Sir 
Geoffrey  used  to  communicate  in  his  almost  daily  call,  be 
reflected  that  it  would  be  in  every  respect  becoming  that 
he  should  pay  a  personal  visit  at  Martindale  Castle,  cany 
thither  the  remembrances  of  the  knight  to  his  lady,  assure 
her  of  his  health,  and  satisfy  himself  respecting  that  of 
his  daughter.  He  armed  liimself  for  the  worst — he  call- 
ed to  recollection  the  thin  cheeks,  faded  eye,  wasted 
band,  pallid  lip,  which  had  marked  the  decaying  health  of 
all  his  former  infants. 

*W  shall  see,"  he  raid,  *'  these  signs  of  mortal!^  once 
more — ^I  shall  once  more  see  a  beloved  being  to  whom  I 
have  given  birth,  gliding  to  the  grave  which  ought  to  in- 
close me  long  before  her.  No  matter — it  is  unmanly  so 
long  to  shrink  from  that  which  must  be — God's  will  be 
done!" 

He  went  accordingly,  on  the  subsequent  morning,  to 
Martindale  Castle,  and  gave  the  lady  the  welcome  as- 
surances of  her  husband's  safety,  and  of  his  hopes  of 
preferment. 

*'  For  the  first,  may  Almighty  God  be  praised  !"  said 
the  Lady  Peveril ;  "  and  be  the  other  as  our  gracious 
and  restored  Sovereign  may  will  it.  We  are  great  enough 
for  our  means,  and  have  means  sufficient  for  contentment, 
though  not  for  splendour.  And  now  I  see,  good  Master 
Bridgenorth,  the  folly  of  putting  faith  in  idle  presenti« 
menls  of  evil.  So  often  bad  Sir  Geoffr^'s  repeated  at- 
tempts in  favour  of  the  Stuarts  led  him  Into  new  misfor- 
tunes, that  when,  the  other  morning,  I  saw  him  once  noore 
dressed  in  his  fatal  armour,  and  heard  the  sound  of  his 
trumpet,  which  liad  been  so  long  silent,  it  seemed  to  me 
as  if  I  saw  his  shroud,  and  heard  his  death-knell.  I  say 
this  to  you,  good  neighbour,  the  ratlier  because  I  fear 
your  own  mind  has  been  harassed  with  anticipations  of 
impending  calamity,  which  it  may  please  God  to  avert 
in  your  case  as  it  has  done  in  mine  ;  and  here  comes  a 
sight  which  bears  good  assurance  of  it.'* 
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The  door  of  tbe  apartment  opened  as  she  spoke,  and 
tivo  lovely  cliildren  entered.  The  eldest,  Julian  Peveril, 
•  line  boy  betivist  four  and  five  years  old,  led  in  his 
liaad,  with  an  air  of  dignified  support  and  aitention,  a  lit- 
tle girl  o(  eighteen  months,  wlio  rolled  and  tottered  along, 
keeping  herself  with  diHicuky  iipright  by  the  assistance 
of  her  elder,  stronger,  and  masculine  companion. 

Bridgenonh  cast  aHiasty  and  fearfiil  glance  upon  the 
counteoance  of  his  daughter,  and,  even  in  that  glimpse, 
perceived,  with  exquisite  deliglit,  that  bis  fears  were  un- 
founded. He  caught  her  in  iiis  arms,  pressed  her  to  bis 
lieart,  aad  tlie  child,  though  at  first  alarmed  at  the  vehe- 
mence of  his  caresses,  |iresently,  as  if  prompted  by  Na- 
ture, smiled  in  reply  to  them.  Again  be  held  her  at  soma 
distance  from  hiiii,  and  enamined  lier  mare  attentively  ; 
lie  satisfied  himself  that  Uie  complexion  of  tlie  young 
cherub  he  bad  in  his  arms  was  not  the  hectic  tinge  of  dis- 
ease, but  tlie  clear  hue  of  ruddy  liealtli ;  and  that,  though 
her  little  frame  was  sliglit,  it  was  firm  and  springy. 

"  I  did  not  lliink  that  it  could  have  been  thus,"  he  said, 
looking  to  Lady  Peveril,  who  had  sat  observing  the  scena 
with  great  pleasure  ;  "  but  praise  be  to  God  in  the  first 
instance,  and  next,  thanks  to  you,  madam,  who  have  been 
bis  instrument." 

"  Jolian  must  lose  bis  play-fellow  now,  I  suppose  ?" 
said  tlie  lady  ;  "  but  the  Hail  is  not  distant,  and  I  will  see 
my  little  charge  often.  Dame  Martha,  tbe  liousekeeper 
at  Moultrassie,  has  sense,  and  is  careful.  I  will  tell  her 
the  rules  1  have  observed  with  little  Alice,  and " 

"  God  forbid  tny  girl  should  ever  come  to  Moultrassie," 
•aid  Major  Bridgenonh,  hastily  ;  "  it  has  been  tbe  grave 
oi'  her  race.  The  air  of  the  low  grounds  suited  them 
not— or  there  is  perhaps  a  fate  connected  with  tbe  mao- 
.sion.     1  will  seek  for  her  some  other  place  of  abode." 

"  Thai  you  shall  not,  under  your  favour  he  it  spoken, 
Major  Bridgonorth,"  answered  the  lady.  "  If  you  do 
so,  we  must  suppose  that  you  are  undervaluing  my  quali- 
ties as  a  nurse.  If  she  goes  not  to  her  father's  house,  she 
•iiall  not  quit  mine.     1  will  keep  the  little  lady  as  s  pledge 
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of  her  safety  and  my  oim  skill ;  and  since  you  are  afraid 
of  the  damp  of  the  low  grounds,  I  hope  you  will  come 
here  frequently  to  visit  her." 

This  was  a  proposal  which  went  to  the  heart  of  Major 
Bfidgenorth.  It  was  precisely  the  point  which  he  would 
have  given  worlds  to  arrive  at,  hut  which  be  saw  do 
chance  of  attaining. 

It  is  too  well  known,  that  those  whose  families  are  bng 
pursued  by  such  a  fatal  disease  as  existed  in  his,  become. 
It  may  be  said,  superstitious  respectmg  its  fatal  efiects^ 
and  ascribe  to  place,  circumstance,  and  individual  care, 
much  more  perhaps  than  tliese  can  in  any  case  contribute 
to  avert  the  fatality  of  constitutional  distemper.  Lady  Pev- 
eril  was  aware  that  this  was  peculiarly  the  impresrioo  of 
her  neighbour  ;  tliat  the  depression  of  his  spirits,  the  ex- 
cess of  his  care,  the  feverishness  of  his  apprehen^ns, 
the  restraint  and  gloom  of  the  solitude  in  which  he  dwelt, 
were  really  calculated  to  produce  tlie  evil  which  most  of 
all  he  dreaded.  She  pitied  him,  she  felt  for  him,  she  was 
grateful  for  former  protection  received  at  his  hands— she 
had  become  interested  in  the  child  itself.  What  female 
fails  to  feel  such  interest  in  the  helpless  creature  she  has 
tended  ?  And  to  sum  the  whole  up,  tlie  dame  had  «  share 
of  human  vanity  ;  and  being  a  sort  of  Lady  Bountiful  in 
her  way,  (for  the  character  was  not  then  confined  to  the 
old  and  the  foolish,)  site  was  proud  of  the  skill  by  which 
she  had  averted  the  probable  attacks  of  hereditary  mala- 
dy,  so  inveterate  in  tlie  family  of  BriJgenorth.  It  need- 
ed not,  perhaps,  in  otiier  cases,  that  so  many  reasons 
should  be  assigned  for  an  act  of  neighbourly  humanity  ; 
but  civil  war  had  so  lately  torn  the  country  asunder,  and 
broken  all  the  usual  ties  of  vicinage  and  good  neighbour- 
hood, that  it  was  unusual  to  see  them  preserved  among 
persons  of  different  political  opinions. 

iSIajor  Bridgenorth  himself  felt  this;  and  while  the 
tear  of  joy  in  his  eye  showed  liow  gladly  he  would  accept 
Lady  Peveril's  proposal,  be  could  not  help  stating  the  ob- 
Tious  inconveniences  attendant  upon  her  scheme,  though 
it  was  in  the  tone  of  one  who  would  gladly  bear  thetn 
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overruled.  "  Madam,"  lie  said,  "  your  kmdaess  makes 
me  the  happiest  and  most  thankful  of  men ;  but  can  it  ba 
ConsisteDt  with  your  own  convenience  ?  Sir  Gcoflrey  has 
bis  opinions  on  many  points,  whicli  have  differed,  and  pro- 
bably do  siill  diffi.T,  from  mine.  He  is  high-born,  and  I 
of  middling  pnrenrage  only.  He  uses  tlie  Church  Ser- 
vice, and  1  the  Catechism  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines  at 
W  esim  i  n  sic  r ' ' 

"  I  hope  you  will  find  prescribed  in  neither  of  tbem," 
said  the  Lady  Pcverit,  "  that  1  may  not  be  a  mother  to 
your  muiherlcss  child.  1  trust,  Master  Bridgcoortb,  the 
joyful  Restoration  of  his  Majesiy,  a  work  wrought  by  the 
direct  hand  of  Providence,  may  be  tlie  means  of  closing 
and  healing  all  civil  and  religious  dissensions  among  us, 
and  that,  instead  of  showing  the  superior  purity  of  our 
faith,  by  persecuting  iliose  who  think  otherwise  from  our- 
selves on  doctrinal  |)oints,  weshall  endeavour  to  show  its 
real  Christian  tendency,  by  emulaliug  each  other  in  ac- 
tions of  good-will  towards  man,  as  tlie  best  way  of  show- 
ing our  love  to  God." 

"  Your  ladyship  speaks  what  your  own  kind  heart  dic> 
tales,"  answered  Bridgenorih,  who  had  his  own  share  of 
tlie  narrow-mindedness  of  the  time  ;  "  and  sure  am  1, 
that  if  all  who  call  themselves  loyalists  and  cavaliers, 
thouglit  like  you — and  like  my  friend  Sir  Geoffrey — (this 
he  added  after  a  moment's  pause,  being  perhaps  rather 
complimentary  than  sincere] — we,  who  thought  it  our 
duty  in  time  past  lo  take  arms  for  freedom  of  conscience, 
and  against  arbitrary  power,  might  now  sit  down  in  peace 
and  contenluient.  But  I  wot  not  how  it  may  fall.  You 
have  sharp  and  hot  spirits  amongst  you  ;  1  will  not  say 
our  power  was  always  moderately  used,  and  revenge  is 
sureet  10  the  race  of  fallen  Adam." 

"  Come,  Master  Briflgenorth,"  said  the  Lady  Peveril, 
gaily,  "  these  evil  omentngs  do  but  point  out  conclusions, 
which,  unless  they  were^o  anticipated,  are  most  unlike- 
ly to  come  to  pass.     You  know  what  Shakspeare  says  ^— 

■  To  Ht  th.!  bonr  b.'^.f.-  ilip  t.i.if  puriui.... 
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But  I  crave  your  pardon — it  is  so  long  since  we  havt 
met,  that  I  forgot  you  love  no  play-books.** 

"  With  reverence  to  your  ladyship,"  said  Bridgenortbi 
*'  I  were  much  to  blame  did  I  need  the  idle  words  of  a 
Warwickshire  stroller,  to  teach  me  my  grateful  duty  to 
your  ladyship  on  this  occasion,  which  appoints  me  to  be 
directed  by  you  in  all  things  which  my  conscience  will 
permit." 

"  Since  you  allow  me  such  influence,  then,"  replied 
the  Lady  Peveril,  '*  1  shall  be  moderate  in  exercinng  it, 
in  order  that  I  may,  in  my  domination  at  least,  give  you  a 
favourable  impression  of  the  new  order  of  things.     So,  iC 
you  will  be  a  subject  of  mine  for  one  day,  neighbour,  I  anrs 
going,  at  my  lord  and  husband's  command,  to  issue  ouC^ 
my  warrants  to  invite  the  whole  neighbourhood  to  a  sol-^ 
emn  feast  at  the  Castle,   on    Thursday  next ;  and  I  not 
only  pray  you  to  be  personally  present  yourself,  but  to 
prevail  on  your  worthy  pastor  and  such  neighbours  and 
friends,  high  and  low,  as  mny  think  in  your  own  way,  to 
meet  with  the  rest  of  the  neighbourhood,  to  rejoice  on  this 
joyful  occasion  of  the  King's  Restoration,  and  thereby  to 
show  that  we  are  to  be  henceforward  a  united  people." 

The  parliamentarian  M^or  was  considerably  embar- 
rassed by  this  proposal.  He  looked  upwards  and  down- 
wards and  around,  cast  his  eye  first  to  the  oak-carved 
ceiling,  and  anon  fixed  it  upon  the  floor  ;  then  threw  it 
around  the  room  till  it  lighted  on  his  child,  the  sight  of 
whom  suggested  another  and  a  better  train  of  reflections 
than  ceiling  and  floor  had  been  able  to  supply. 

"  Madam,"  he  said,  "  I  have  long  been  a  stranger  to 
festivity,  perhn))s  from  constitutional  melancholy,  perhaps 
from  the  depression  which  is  natural  to  a  desolate  and  de- 
prived man,  in  whose  ear  mirth  is  marred,  like  a  pleasant 
air  when  j>erformed  on  a^  misfuofeU  instrument.  But 
though  neither  my  thoughts  nor  temperament  are  jovial 
or  mercurial,  it  becomes  me  to  be  grateful  to  Heaven  for 
the  good  he  has  sent  me  by  the  means  of  your  ladyship. 
David,  the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  did  wash  and  eat 
bread  when  his  beloved  child  was  removed — mine  is  re- 
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Korad  to  me,  snd  shall  I  not  show  gratitude  uoder  ■  bles- 
nng,  when  he  showed  resignstion  under  an  affliction  i 
Uadam,  I  will  wait  on  your  gracious  invitation  with  ac- 
ceptance ;  and  such  of  my  friends  with  whom  I  way 
possesa  influence,  and  whose  presence  your  ladyship  may 
desire,  shall  accompnny  me  to  the  festivity,  that  our  Israel 
may  he  as  one  people." 

Having  spoken  lliese  words  with  an  aspect  which  be- 
longed more  to  a  martyr  tlian  to  a  guest  bidden  to  a  festi- 
val, and  having  kissed,  and  solemnly  blessed  his  little  girl, 
Jlajor  Bridgenorth  took  his  depanure  for  Houltnsn* 
JUalJ. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Hen'i  pelther  wuil  oT  appetite  dot  moulht ; 
Pray  Eieaiui  we  b«  dim  mnl  of  meat  or  aiirth  ! 

X^TEN  upon  ordinary  occasions,  and  where  means  wero 
vsple,  a  great  entertainment  in  those  days  was  not  such 
Sanecure  as  in  modern  times,  when  the  lady  who  pre- 
des  has  but  to  intimate  to  her  menials  the  day  and  hour 
f%icn   she  wills  it  to  take  place.      At  that  simple  period, 
he   lady  was  espccted  to  enter  deeply  into  the  arrange- 
tndit  and  provision  of  the  whole  affair  ;  and  from  a  little 
^s\ller)',  which  communicated  with  her  own  private  apart- 
<neni,  and  looked  down  upon  the  kitchen,  her  shrill  voice 
v<ka  to  be  heard,  from  time  to  time,  like  that  of  the  warn- 
ing spirit  in  a  tempest,  rising  above  the  clash  of  pots  and 
Stew-pans — the  creaking  of  spits — the  clattering  of  mar- 
tow-bones  and  cleavers — the  scolding  of  cooks — and  aJI 
the  other  various  Kinds  of  din  which  form  an  accompani- 
meiil  to  dressing  a  lai^e  dinner. 

But  all  ibis  toil  and  ajixiety  was  more  than  doubled 
la  the  case  of  the  approaching  feast  at  Martindale  Castle^ 
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where  tlie  presiding  Genius  of  the  festivity  was 
provided  with  adequate  means  to  carry  her  hospitable 
purpose  into  effect.     The  tyrannical  conduct  of  husbaod^a^ 
in  such  cases,  is  universal ;  and  1  scarce  know  one  housg-^ 
holder  of  my  acquaintance  who  has  not,  on  some  fll-^ 
omened  and  most  inconvenient  season,  announced  sud*-* 
denly  to  his  innocent  help-mate,  that  he  had  invited 

**  Some  odious  Mnjor  Rock, 
To  drop  in  ut  six  o'clock/' 

to  the  great  discomposure  of  the  lady,  and  the  discredit^ 
perhaps,  of  her  domestic  arrangements. 

Peveril  of  the  Peak  was  still  more  thoughtless;  forh9 
had  directed  his  lady  to  invite  the  whole  honest  men  of 
the  neighbourhood  to  make  good  cheer  at  Martindale 
Castle,  in  honour  of  the  blessed  Restoration  of  his  most 
Sacred  Majesty,  without  precisely  explaining  where  the 
provisions  were  to  come  from.     The  deer-park  had  lain 
waste  ever  since  the  siege  ;    the  dovecot   could  do  little  ^ 
to  furnish  forth  such  an  entertainment ;  the  fish-ponds,  it 
is  true,  were  well   provided,  (which  the  neighbouring 
Presbyterians  noted  as  a  suspicious  circumstance ;)  and 
game  was  to  he  had  for  the  shooting,  upon  the  extensive 
heaths  and  hills  of  Derbyshire.     But  these  wereonlythe 
secondary  parts  of  a  banquet ;  and  the  house-steward  and 
bailiff,  Lady  Peverirs  oi;ly  coadjutors  and  counsellors, 
could  not  agree  how  the  butcher-meal — the  most  substan- 
tial part,  or,  as  it  were,  the  main  body  of  the  entertain- 
ment— was  to  be  supplied.     The  house-steward  threaten- 
ed the  sacrifice  of  a  line  yoke  of  young  bullocks,  which 
the  bailiff,  who  pleaded  the  necessity  of  their  agricultural 
services,  tenaciously  resisted  ;  and  Lady  Peveril's  good 
and  dutiful  nature  did  not  prevent  her  from  making  acme 
impatient  reflections  on  the  want  of  consideration  of  her 
absent  Knight,  who  had  thus  thoughtlessly  placed  her  ia 
so  embarrassing  a  situation. 

These  reflections  were  scarcely  just,  if  a  man  is  onTjr 
responsible  for  such  resolutions  as  he  adopts  when  be  is 
fully  master  of  himself.     Sir  Geoffrey's  loyalty,  like  that 
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of  many  persons  in  bis  situation,  had,  by  dint  of  hopes 
and  fears,  victories  and  defeats,  struggles  and  sufferings, 
all  arising  out  of  the  same  moving  cause,  and  turning,  as 
it  were,  on  the  same  pivot,  acquired  the  character  of  an 
intense  and  enthusiastic  passion  ;.   and  the  singular  and 
surprising  change  of  fortune,  by  which  his  highest  wishes 
were  not  only  gratified,  but  far  exceeded,  occasioned  for 
some  time  a  kind  of   intoxication  of  loyal  rapture  which 
seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  kingdom.     Sir  Geoffrey 
iiad  seen  Charles  and  his  brothers,  and  had  been  received 
Ji>y  the  oierry  monarch  with  that  graceful,  and  at  the  same 
^inie  frank   urbanity,  by  which  he  conciliated  all  who  ap- 
^^roached  him  ;  the  Knight's  services  and  merits  had  been 
^Uy  acknowledged,  and  recompense  had  been  hinted  at, 
not  expressly  promised.     Was  it  for  Peveril  of  the 
^eak,  in  the  jubilee  of  his  spirits,  to  consider  how  his 
wJfe  was  to  find  beef  and  mutton  to  feast  his  neighbours  ? 
Luckily,  however,  for  the  embarrassed  lady,  there  ex- 
isted some  one  who  had  composure  of  mind  sufficient  to 
foresee  this  difficulty.      Just  as  she  had  made  up  her 
mitid,  very  reluctantly,  to  become  debtor  to  Major  Bridge- 
no  rtli  for  the  sum  necessary  to  carry  her  husband's  com- 
inands  into  effect,  and  whilst  she  was  bitterly  regretting 
tbis  fieparture  from  the  strictness  of  her  usual  economy, 
the  steward,  who,  by  the  by,  had  not  been  absolutely  sober 
ftince  the  news  of  the  King's  landing  at  Dover,  burst  into 
tl»e  apartment,   snapping  his  fingers,  and  showing  more 
tnarks  of  delight  than  was  quite  consistent  with  the  digni- 
ty of  my  lady's  lar2;e  parlour.  « 

**  What  means  tliis,  Wliitakcr  ?"  said  the  lady  some- 

^tiat  peevishly  ;    for  she  was  interrupted  in  the  com- 

fncncement  of  a  letter  to  her  neighbour  on  the  unpleas- 

fiDt  busuiess  of  tl)e  proposed  loan, — ''  Is  it  to  be  always 

thus  with  you  ? — Are  you  dreaming  ?" 

"  A  vision  of  good  omen,  I  trust,"  said  the  steward, 
Vfhh  a  triumphant  flourish  of  the  hand  ;  ''  far  better  than 
Pbaroab's,  though,  like  his,  it  be  of  fat  kine." 

"  I    prithee  be  plain,  man,"  said  the  lady,  "  or  fetch 
50iDe  one  who  can  speak  to  purpose." 
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**  Why,  odds-my-life,  madakn,'*  said  the  sfewvd, 
*^  mine  errand  can  speak  for  itself.  Do  you  not  bear 
them  low  ?  Do  you  not  hear  them  bleat  ?  A  yoke  of  lat 
oxen,  and  half  a  score  prime  wethers.  The  castle  b 
victualled  for  this  bout,  let  them  storm  when  they  will ; 

and  Gatherill  may  have  his  d d  Mains  ploughed  lo 

the  boot." 

The  lady,  without  farther  questioning  her  elated  do- 
mestic, rose  and  went  to  the  window,  where  she  certainljr 
beheld  the  oxen  and  sheep  which  had  given  rise  to 
Whitaker's  exultation.  "  Whence  come  they  ?*  said  she^ 
ID  some  surprise. 

**  Let  them  construe  that  who  can,''  answered  WUta- 
ker  ;   **  the  fellow  who  drove  tliem  was  a  west-country- 
man, and  only  said  they  came  from  a  friend  to  help  tt> 
furnisli  out  your  ladyship's  entertainment ;  the  man  wonlA 
not  stay  to  drink — I  am  sorry  he  would  not  stay  to  driok- 
—I  crave  your  ladyship's  pardon  for  not  keeping  him  h^ 
the  ears  to  drink — it  was  not  my  fault." 

"  That  I'll  be  sworn  it  was  not,"  said  the  lady. 

"  Nay,  madam,  by  G — ,  I  assure  you  it  was  not,"  saic^ 
the  zealous  steward  ;  "  for,  rather  than  the  Casde  sboufa^ 
lose  credit,  I  drank  his  health  myself  in  double  ale,  though^ 
I  had  had  my  morning  draught  already.  I  tell  you  the  ' 
naked  truth,  my  lady,  by  G — !" 

*'  It  was  no  great  compulsion,  I  suppose,"  said  the 
lady  ;  '*  but,  Whitakcr,  suppose  you  should  show  your 
joy  on  such  occasions,  by  drinking  and  swearing  a  little 
less,  ^ther  than  a  little  more,  would  it  not  be  as  well, 
think  you  ?" 

"  I  crave  your  ladyship's  pardon,"  said  Whitaker,  with 
much  reverence ;  "  I  hope  I  know  my  place.  I  am  your 
ladyship's  poor  servant ;  and  I  know  it  does  not  become 
me  to  drink  and  swear  like  your  ladyship— that  is,  like  his 
honour.  Sir  Geoffrey,  I  would  say.  But  I  pray  you,  if  I 
am  not  to  drink  and  swenr  after  my  degree,  how  are  men 
to  know  Peveril  of  the  Peak's  steward, — and  I  may  say 
butler  too,  since  I  have  had  the  keys  of  the  cellar  ever 
since  old  Spigots    was  shot  dead  on  the  nortli-west  turret 
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a  black  jack  in  his  hand, — ^I  say,  how  is  an  old  Cav- 
alier like  me  to  be  known  from  those  cuckoldy  Round- 
beads  that  do  nothing  but  fast  and  pray,  if  we  are  not  to 
driuk  and  swear  according  to  our  degree  ?" 

The  lady  was  silent,  for  she  well  knew  speech  availed 
nothing ;  and,  after  a  moment's  pause,  proceeded  to  inti- 
mate to  the  steward  that  she  would  have  the  persons, 
whose  names  were  marked  in  a  written  paper,  which  she 
deliverec{  to  him,  invited  to  the  approaching  banquet. 

Whitaker,  instead  of  receiving  the  list  with  the  rout« 
acquiescence  of  a  modern  major-domo,  carried  it  into 
the  recess  of  one  of  tiie  windows,  and,  adjusting  his  spec- 
tacles, began  to  read  it  to  himself.     The  6rst  names  being 
those  of  distinguished  Cavalier  families  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, he  muttered  over  in  a  tone  of  approbation — paused 
and  pshawed   at  that  of  Bridgenorth — ^}'et  acquiesced, 
vith  the  observation,  "  But  he  is  a  good  neighbour,  so  it 
may  pass  for  once."      But  when  he  read  the  name  and 
siifDame  of  Nehemiah  Solsgrace,  the  Presbyterian  par- 
son, Whitaker's  patience  altogether  forsook  him  ;  and  he 
c'eclared  he  would  as  soon  throw  himself  into  Eldon-hole^ 
ss  consent  that  the  intrusive  old  puritan  howlet,  who  had 
•usurped  the  pulpit  of  a  sound  orthodox  divine,  should 
®*^Of  darken  the  gates  of  Martindale  Castle  by  any  mes- 
sage  or  mediation  of  his.     "  Tiie  false  crop-eared  hypo- 
*^>"ites,"  cried  he,  with  a  hearty  oath,  "  have  had  their 
^^fn  of  the  good  weather.     The  sun  is  on  our  side  of  tlie 
hedge  now,  and  we  will  pay  off  old  scores,  as  sure  as  my 
«^^irie  is  Richard  Whitaker." 

*•  You  presume  on  your  long  services,  Whitaker,  and 
^^  your  master's  absence,  or  you  had  not  dared  to  use 
^^  thus,"  said  the  lady. 

The  unwonted  agitation  of  her  voice  attracted  the  at- 

^^niion  of  the  refractory   steward,    notwithstanding   his 

present  stale  of  elevation  ;  but  he  no  sooner  saw  that  her 

®y^  glistened,  and  her  cheek  reddened,  than  his  obstinacy 

^^is  at  once  subdued.      "  A  murrain  on  me,"  he  said, 

**  but  I  have  made  my  lady  angry  in  good  earnest !  and 
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• 

thai  11  an  oDWonted  sight  (or  to  see. — ^I  cnye  yc 
doDy  mj  lady  !  It  was  not  poor  Dick  Whitaker  c 
your  honourable  commands,  but  only  that  second 
of  double  ale.  We  have  put  a  double  stroke  of 
h,  as  your  ladyship  well  knows,  ever  since  tlu 
Restoration.  To  be  sure  I  hate  a  fanatic  as  I  do  thi 
foot  of  Satan  ;  but  then  your  honourable  ladyshijf 
right  to  invite  Satan  himself,  cloven  foot  and  all* 
tindale  Castle  ;  and  to  send  me  to  hellVgate  with 
of  inntatioo— and  so  your  will  shall  be  done." 

The  invitations  were  sent  round  accordingly,  in 
form  ;  and  one  of  the  bullocks  was  sent  down  to  fa 
ed  whole  at  the  market-place  of  a  little  village 
Martindale-Moultrassie,  which  stood  considerable 
eastward  both  of  the  Castle  and  Hall,  from  wbici: 
its  double  name,  at  about  an  equal  distance  fron 
ao  that,  suppose  a  line  drawn  from  the  one  mano 
to  the  other,  to  be  the  base  of  a  triangle,  tlie  villagi 
have  occupied  the  salient  angle.  As  the  said 
rince  the  late  transference  of  a  part  of  Peveril's  pi 
lielonged  to  Sir  Geofifrey  and  to  Bridgenorth,  m 
equal  portions,  the  lady  judc:cd  it  not  proper  to 
the  right  of  the  latter,  to  add  some  hogsheads  of 
the  popular  festivity. 

In  tiie  meanwhile,  she  could  not  but  suspect  thi 
of  being  the  unknown  friend  who  had  relieved  b 
the  dilemma  arising  from  the  want  of  provision 
abe  esteemed  herself  happy  when  a  visit  from  1 
tbe  day  preceding  the  proposed  entertainment,  ga 
is  she  thought,  an  opportunity  of  expressing  her  gri 
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CHAPTER  IV.         • 

■ 

No,  MN-I  will  not  pledgie — Vm  one  of  those 
Who  Uuok  good  wine  noed«  neither  bush  nor  pre&ce 
To  Biake  it  weleome.    If  yoa  doubt  my  word, 
Fill  the  quart-cup,  and  lee  if  I  will  choke  on't. 

OidPlay, 


was  a  serious  gravity  of  expression  in  the  dis* 
fdA.KXsatioa  with  which  Major  Bridgenorth  replied  to  the 
te.nks  tendered  to  him  by  Lady  Peveril,  for  the  supply 
of  provisiona  which  had  reached  her  Castle  so  opportune- 
ly*       He  seemed  first  not  to  be  aware  what  she  alluded  to, 
■nd.  when  she  explained  the  circumstance,  he  protested 
w>  seriously  that  he  had  no  share  in  the  benefit  conferred, 
^at  Lady  Peveril  was  compelled  to  believe  him  ;  the 
rather  that,  being  a  man  of  a  plain  downright  character, 
™fecting  no  refined  delicacy  of  sentiment,  and  practising 
•Jtnost  a  quaker-like  sincerity  of  expression,  it  would  have 
"^«n  much  contrary  to  his  general  character  to  have  made 
•tich  a  disavowal,  unless  it  were  founded  in  truth. 

**  My  present  visit  to  you,  madam,"  said  he,  "  had  in- 
^ed  some  reference  to  the  festivity  of  to-morrow."  Lady 
f^everil  listened,  but  as  her  visiter  seemed  to  find  some 
^'fficulty  in  expressing  himself,  she  was  compelled  to  ask 
***  explanation. 

.  **  Madam,"  said  the  Major,  "  you  are  not  perhaps  en- 
"fely  ignorant  that  the  more  tender-conscienced  among 
^s  Lave  scruples  at  certain  practices,  so  general  amongst 
?^^r  people  at  times  of  rejoicing,  that  you  may  be  said  to 
insist  upon  tliein  as  articles  of  faith,  or  at  least  greatly  to 
'^sent  their  omission." 

*'  I  trust,  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  the  Lady  Peveril, 
**^^  fully  comprehending  the  drift  of  his  discourse,  "  that 
^^  shall,  as  your  entertainers,  carefully  avoid  all  allusions 
^  reproaches  founded  on  past  misunderstanding." 
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"  We  would  expect  no  less,  madam,  from  your  candour 
and  courtesy,"  said  BridgCDorth  ;  "  but  I  perceive  jroo 
do  not  fully  understand  me.     To  be  plain,  then,  I  allude 
to  the  fashion  of  drinking  healths,  and  pledging  each  other 
in  draughts  •f  strong  liquor,  which  most  among  us  con- 
sider as  a  superfluous  and  sinful  provoking  of  each  other 
to  debauchery,  and  the  excessive  use  of  strong  drink ; 
and  which,  besides,  if  derived,  as  learned  divines  have 
supposed,  from  the  custom  of  the  blinded  Pagans,  who 
made  libations  and  invoked  idols  when  they  drank,  ma/ 
be  justly  said  to  have  something  in  it  heathenish,  and  allied 
to  demon-worship." 

The  lady  had  already  hastily  considered  all  the  topics 
which  were  likely  to  introduce  discord  into  the  propc^ed 
festivity  ;  but  this  very  ridiculous,  yet  fatal  discrepancy  » 
betwixt  the  manners  of  the  parties  on  convivial  occasions  r 
had  entirely  escaped  her.  She  endeavoured  to  sooth  tb^ 
objecting  party,  whose  brows  were  knit  like  one  who  b*-'^ 
fixed  an  o[)inion  by  which  he  was  determined  to  abide* 

"  I  grant,"  she  said,  "  my  good  neiglibour,  tliat  this  ci 
tom  is  at  least  idle,  and  may  be  prejudicial  if  it  leads  to 
cess  in  the  use  of  liquor,  which  is  apt  enougli  to  take  pla< 
without  such  conversation.  But  I  tiiink,  when  it  hath 
this  consequence,  it  is  a  thing  indifierent,  affords  a  unai 
imous  mode  of  expressing  our  good  wishes  to  our  friend^^ 
and  our  loyal  duty  to  our  sovereign  ;  and,  without  mean^*^ 
ing  to  put  any  force  upon  tlie  inclination  of  those  who 
lieve  otherwise,  I  cannot  see  how  I  can  deny  my  guests 
and  friends  the  privilege  of  drinking  a  health  to  the  IGng, 
or  to  my  husband,  after  the  old  English  fashion." 

"  My  lady,"  said  the  Major,  "  if  the  age  of  fashicm 
were  to  command  it,  Popery  is  one  of  the  oldest  English 
fashions  tliat  1  have  heard  of;  but  it  is  our  happiness  that 
we  are  not  benighted  like  our  failiers,  and  therefore  we 
must  act  accordiiif;  to  the  li^ht  that  is  in  us,  and  not  after 
their  darkness.  1  had  myself  the  honour  to  attend  the 
Lord-Keeper  Wliitelocko,  when,  at  the  table  of  the  Cham- 
berlain of  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  he  did  positively  re- 
fuse to  pledge  the  health  of  his  Queen,  Christina,  thereby 
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gpving  great  oflence,  and  putting  in  peril  the  whole  pur* 
pose  of  that  voyage  ;  which  it  is  not  to  be  thought  so  wise 
a  man  would  have  done,  but  that  he  held  such  compli- 
ance a  thing  not  merely  indifTcrent,  but  rather  sinful  and 
damnable." 

"  With  all  respect  to  Whitelocke,"  said  the  Lady  Pev- 
eril,  ''  I  continue  of  my  own  opinion,  though,  heaven 
knows,  I  am  no  friend  to  riot  or  wassail.  I  would  fain 
accommodate  myself  to  your  scruples,  and  will  discourage 
all  other  pledges  ;  but  surely  those  of  the  King  and  of 
Peveril  of  the  Peak  may  be  permitted?" 

"  I  dare  not,"  answered  Bridgenortli,  "  lay  even  the 
mnety-ninth  part  of  a  grain  of  incense  upon  an  altar  erect- 
ed to  Satan." 

"  How,  sir  !"  said  the  lady  ;  "  Do  you  bring  Satan 
in  Co  comparison  with  our  master  King  Charles,  and  with 
noble  lord  and  husband  ?" 

"  Pardon  me,  madam,"  answered  Bridgcnorth,  "  I 
lia^ve  nosuch  thoughts — indeed  they  would  ill  become  me. 
1  do  wish  the  King's  health  and  Sir  GreofTrcy's  devoutly, 
ancl  I  will  pray  for  both.  But  I  see  not  what  good  it 
sbould  do  their  health  if  I  should  prejudice  my  own  by 
q«jaffing  pledges  out  of  quart  flagons." 

**  Since  we  cannot  agree  upon  this  matter,"  said  Lady 

I^everil,  "  we  must  find  some  resource  by  which  to  oflTend 

those  of  neither  party.     Suppose  you  winked  at  our  friends 

drinking  these  pledges,  and  we  should  connive  at  your 

aitting  still  ?" 

■But  nehher  would  this  composition  satisfy  Bridgenorth, 
wiio  Was  of  opinion,  ns  lie  expressed  himself,  that  it  would 
^^  holding  a  candle  to  Beelzebub.  In  fact,  his  temper, 
naturally  stubborn,  was  at  present  rendered  much  more 
^  ^y  Si  previous  conference  witli  his  preacher,  who, 
thoijgl]  a  very  good  man  in  the  main,  was  particularly  and 
illiberally  tenacious  of  the  petty  distinctions  whicii  his. 
*^ct  adopted  i  and,  while  he  thon<];ht  with  considerable 
apprehension  on  the  accession  of  power  which  Pope- 
ry* Prelacy,  and  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  were  like  to  acquire 
^7  Uie  late  Revolution,  became  naturally  anxious  to  put 
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liis  flocic  on  their  guard,  and  prevent  their  being  kidm^ 
ped  by  the  wolf.     He  disliked   extremely   that  Major 
Bridgenorth,  indisputably   the  head  of  the  Presbytenan 
interest  in  that  neighbourhood,  should  have  given  his  osif 
daughter  to  be,  as  he  termed  it,  nursed  by  a  Canaaniti^ 
woman  ;  and  he  told  him  plainly  that  he  liked  not  thi^ 
going  to  feast  in  the  high  places  with  the  uncircumcisedL- 
in  heart,  and  looked  on  the  whole  conviviality  ooiy  as  ^^ 
making-merry  in  the  house  of  Tirzah. 

Upon  receiving  this  rebuke  from  his  pastor,  Bridge—^ 
north  began  to  suspect  he  might  have  been  partly  wrong 
in  the  readiness  which,  in  his  first  ardour  of  gratitude,  he 
had  shown  to  enter  into  intimate  intercourse  with  the  Cas- 
tle of  Marlindale  ;  but  he  was  too  proud  to  avow  this  to 
tiie  preacher,  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  considerable  de- 
bate betwixt  them,  that  it  was  mutually  agreed  their  pres* 
ence  at  the  entertainment  should  depend  upon  the  con* 
dition,  that  no  healths  or  pledges  should  be  given  in  their 
presence.     Bridgenorth,  therefore,  as  the  delegate  snA 
representative  of  his  party,  was  bound  to  stand  firm  against 
all  entreaty,  and  the  lady  became  greatly  embarrassed^ 
She  now  regretted  sincerely  that  her  well-intended  invw^ 
tation  had  ever  been  given,  for  she  foresaw  that  its  rejeo-^ 
tion  was  to  awaken  all  former  subjects  of  quarrel,  and 
perhaps  to  lead  to  new  violences  amongst  people  who  had 
not  many  years  since  been  engaged  in  civil  war.     To 
yield  up  the  disputed  point  to  the  Presbyterians,  would 
have  been  to  offend  the  Cavalier  party,  and  Sir  Geoffrey 
in  particular,  in  the  most  mortal  degree  ;  for  they  made 
it  as  firm  a  point  of  honour  to  give  healths,  and  compel 
others  to  pledge  them,  as  the  Puritans  made  it  a  deep  ar- 
ticle of  religion  to  refuse  both.     At  length  the  lady  chang- 
ed the  discourse,  introduced  that  of  Alajor  Bridgenorth's 
child,  caused  it  to   be  sent   for,    and  put  into  his  arms. 
The  mother's  siratagem  took  effect ;  for,  though  the  Par- 
liamentary  Major  stood  firm,  the  father,  as  in  the  case 
of  tlie  Governor  of  Tilbury,  was  softened,  and  he  agreed 
that  his  friends  should  accept  a  compromise.     This  was, 
(iiat  the  Major  himself,  the  rcvi'.rend  divine,  and  such  of 
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their  friends  as  held  strict  Puritan  tenets,  should  form  a 
separate  party  in  the  Large  Parlour,  while  the  Hall  should 
be  occupied  by  the  jovial  Cavaliers  ;  and  that  each  party 
should  regulate  their  potations  after  their  own  conscience, 
or  after  tlieir  own  fashion. 

Major  Bridgenorth  himself  seemed  greatly  relieved 
after  this  important  matter  had  been  settled.     He  had  held 
it  matter  of  conscience  to  be  stubborn  in  maintaining  his 
-own  opinion,  but  was  heartily  glad  when  he  escaped  from 
the  apparently  inevitable   necessity   of  affronting  Lady 
J*e?eril,  by  the  refusal  of  her  invitation.     He  remained 
Jonger  tlian  usual,  and  spoke  and  smiled  more  than  was 
f  jis  custom.     His  first  care,  on  his  return,  was  to  announce 
Co  the  clergyman  and  his  congregation  the  compromise 
'^'licb  he  had  made,  and  this  not  as  a  matter  for  delibera* 
tion,  but  one  upon  which  he  had  already  resolved  ;  and 
such  was  his  authority  among  them,  that  though  the  preach- 
er Jonged  to  pronounce  a  separation  of  the  parties,  and 
to  exclaim — "  To  your  tents,  O  Israel !"  he'did  not  see 
the  chance  of  being  seconded  by  so  many,  as  would  make 
It  Worth  while  to  disturb  the  unanimous  acquiescence  in 
*heir  delegate's  proposal. 

Nevertheless,  each  party  being  put  upon  the  alert  by 
the    consequences  of  Major  Bridgenoith's  embassy,  so 
J^"^ny  points  of  doubt  and  delicate  discussion  were  started 
'n  SLicces^on,lhat  the  Lady  Povcril,  the  only  nerson,  per- 
haps, who  was  desirous  of  acliievinj!;  an  cfieclual  recon- 
^"iation  between  them,  incurred  in  reward  for  her  good 
>^^teiuions  the  censure  of  both   factions,  and   had   much 
*'^nson  to  regret  her  wcll-mcanl  project  of  bringing  the 
^^pulets  and  Montagues  of  Derbyshire  together  on   the 
s^»ne  occasion  of  public  festivity. 

As  it  was  now  settled  that  the  guests  were  to  form  two 
different  parties,  it  became  not  only  a  subject  of  dispute 
betwixt  themselves,  which  should  be  first  admitted  within 
Ine  Castle  of  Martindale,  but  matter  of  serious  apprehen- 
sion to  Lady  Peveril  and  ilajor  Bridgenorth,  lest,  if  they 
were  to  approach   by  the  same  avrnne  and  entrance,  a 
•l^arrcl  might  take  place  betwixt  them,  and  proceed  to 
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extremities,  even  before  they  reached  tlie  place  of  enter- 
tainiiicnt.  The  lady  believed  she  had  discovered  an  ad- 
mirable expedient  for  preventing  the  possibility  of  such 
iniorfcrciice,  by  directing  that  the  Cavaliers  should  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  principal  entrance,  while  the  Roundheads 
should  enter  the  Castle  through  a  great  breach  which  bad 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  siege,  and  across  which 
there  had  been  since  made  a  sort  of  by-path  to  drive  the 
cattlo  down  to  their  pasture  in  the  wood.  By  tliis  con- 
triviinoe  the  Lady  Peveril  imagined  she  had  altogether 
avoided  the  various  risks  which  might  occur  from  two 
such  parties  encountering  each  other,  and  disputing  for 
precedence.  Several  other  circumstances  of  less  iinpoit- 
ance  were  adjusted  at  the  same  time,  and  apparently  so 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Presbyterian  teacher,  thatp 
in  a  long  lecture  on  the  subject  of  the  Marriage  Garmenty 
he  was  at  the  pains  to  explain  to  his  hearers,  that  outward 
npparel  was  not  alone  meant  by  that  scriptural  expressioD, 
hut  also  a  suitable  frame  of  mind  for  enjoyment  of  peace- 
ful festivity  ;  and  therefore  he  exhorted  the  brethreOi 
that  whatever  might  be  the  errors  of  the  poor  blinded  ma- 
lignants,  with  whom  they  were  in  some  sort  to  eat  and 
drink  upon  the  morrow,  they  ought  not  on  this  occasion 
jto  show  any  evil  will  against  them,  lest  they  should  therein 
become  troublers  of  the  peace  of  Israel. 

Honest  Doctor  Dummerar,  the  ejected  Episcopal  Vicai 
of  Martindiile  cvm  MouUrassie,  preached  to  the  Cavaliers 
on  the  same  subject.  He  had  served  the  cure  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  KebcUion,  and  was  in  high  favoui 
with  Sir  Geoffrey,  not  merely  on  account  of  his  sound 
orthodoxy  and  deep  learning,  but  his  exquisite  skill  in 
])laYing  at  bowls,  and  his  facetious  conversation  over  a  pipa 
and  tankard  of  October.  For  these  latter  accomplish- 
ments, the  Doctor  had  the  honour  to  be  recorded  by  oM 
Century  White  amongst  the  roll  of  lewd,  incompetent,  |Ht>- 
fligate  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England,  whom  he  de- 
nounced to  God  and  man,  on  account  chiefly  oftheheinow 
sin  of  playing  at  games  of  skill  and  chance,  and  of  occasion- 
ally joining  hi  the  social  meetings  of  their  parishioners. 
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Vhciilbe  King's  party  began  to  lose  ground,  DoolflrDim*- 
rar  lefl  bis  vicarage,  and,  betaking  bimself  to  tlw  maft 
red  iipoa  several  occasions,  wlien  acting  o$  CbapUn 
'^' Sir  Geoffrey  Pcvcril's  regiment,  that  his  potlhr  bodUv 
VPcscncc  inciiidcd  a  slout  and  mnsculinc  heart.  WImb  iH 
«*8losi,  and  lie  himself,  with  most  otiicr  lo^  dmMij 
^is  deprived  of  his  living,  he  made  snchsbirtaabs  cook)  | 
9^W  lurking  in  t)ie  garrets  of  old  friends  in  the  Univanitjr, 
Wlin  sliared  with  htrn,  and  such  as  bim,  the  slender  mota* 
or  livHihood  which  the  evil  times  hnd  left  them  ;  ud  nmr 
'y'njhid  in  the  housesofthe  o)i)iressed  and  sequeitrMwl. 
."'■'«tfy,  wIm)  respeeied  at  once  Ids  character  cw)  wSBr*  ■ 
itfis.  >Vln!n  the  Restoration  look  jdace.  Doctor  Dmi^- 
'^rar  emerged  fiorn  some  one  of  bis  hiding-|48oei,  tnd 
^ed  him  tn  Martiadale  Castle,  to  enjoy  the  iriampli  io- 
■^larablB  from  lliis  happy  change. 

Hi»  appesnuKt  at  Uie  Castte  in  his  full  clerical  dress, 
*Hl  tbrwam  raeeptioo  which  he  received  from  Uie  M%bi- 
kouaiDC  S*°*'T>  'lided  not  a  little  to  the  alarm  wiiich  wu 
V^uA^  meoding  hwlf  through  the  purty  wbieb  wen 
■•  ]«lelf  ibe  uppermost.  It  is  true,  Doctor  Dommerw 
fc»n«d  (bosen,  ivortliy  man)  do  extravagant  viewa  of 
"^  "'  or  prafemtant ;  but  tlie  probability  of  hb  being  ■ 
ia  iIm  Kving,  fnnn  which  be  had|^eea  expelled 
Terr  flim^  pretences,  inferrei)  a  severe  blow  to  tfaa 
Prsslnrtenaii  divine,  who  could  not  be  coiisidered  otber- 
me  uiatrts  ui  iatrudcr>  The  interest  of  the  two  proirlw 
en,  tbereibre,  as  well  as  the  sentiments  of  ibeir  flocks, 
*>we  at  direct  variance  ;  and  hers  was  anoUier  faisio^ 
jfcvion  in  tbe  way  of  I^ady  Peveril's  scheme  of  a  gOlHMl ' 
>d  eoRiprebensiTe  bcaltng  ordinance. 

Htfnillnlaiii.  iiB  *4  have  already  hinted,  Dr<  Dam- 
nxrir  beband  as  bandaomely  upon  the  occawm  as  ibtf  . , 
Pmbjterian  incumbent  had  done.  It  is  true,  tbat  in  A 
t^maa  whirh  lie  preached  in  the  Casde  hall  to  several  of 
I'm  moit  dtatingiiislied  cavalier  families,  besides  a  world 
of  bojs  from  tbe  village,  who  went  to  see  the  oorel  cir- 
e  of  a  parson  in  a  cassock  and  surplice,  be  weal 
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ftt  great  length  into  tliejfouliicBB  of  the  varioi 
committed  by  the  rebellious  party  during  tb 
times,  and  greatly  magniBed  tlie  merciful  aod 
nature  of  the  honourable  Lady  of  tlie  ManoTt 
descended  to  look  upon,  or  receive  into  her  iioi 
way  of  friendsliip  and  hospitality,  men  holding  tl 
pies  which  liad  led  to  the  murder  of  the  King- 
ing and  despoiling  his  loyal  subjects — and  the  p 
and  breaking  down  of  the  Church  of  God.  A 
wiped  all  this  handsomely  up  again,  with  the  ob 
that  since  it  was  the  will  of  their  gracious  and  : 
stored  Sovereign,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  worshij 
Peveril,  that  this  contumacious  and  rebellious  rai 
be,  for  a  time,  forborne  by  tlieir  faithful  subjects 
be  highly  proper  that  all  the  loyal  liegemen  si 
the  present,  eschew  subjects  of  dissension  or  qui 
these  sons  of  Shimei  ;  which  lesson  of  patienc 
forced  by  the  comfortable  assurance,  that  they 
long  abstain  from  their  old  rebellious  practices ; 
case,  the  royalists  would  stand  exculpated  be 
and  man,  in  extirpating  them  from  tlie  face  of  I 

The  close  observers  of  the  remarkable  passaf 
times  from  which  we  draw  the  events  of  our  hist 
left  it  upon  record,  that  these  two  several  serroo 
contrary,  doubtless,  to  the  intention  of  the  wortt 
by  whom  they  were  delivered,  had  a  greater  efii 
as|>erating,  than  in  coinposing  the  disputes  bei 
*  two  factions.  Under  such  evil  auspices,  and  wil 
ponding  forebodings  on  the  mind  of  Lady  Pe 
day  of  festivity  nt  length  arrived. 

By  different  routes,  and  fornn'ng  each  a  sort  c 
sion,  as  if  the  adherents  of  each  party  were  dc 
exhibiting  its  strength  and  numbers,  the  two  se^ 
tions  approached  Martindale  Castle  ;  and  so  di 
they  appear  in  dress,  aspec^t,  and  manners,  that  i 
as  if  the  revellers  of  a  hridal  party,  and  the  sa 
«ants  u|^>on  a  fimeral  solemnity,  were  moving  toi 
same  point  from  different  quarters. 
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I         The  Purhanical  party  was  by  far  the  fewer  in  num- 
bers, for  which  two  excellent  reasons  might  be  given.     In 
fie    first  place,  they  had  enjoyed  power  lor  several  years, 
aods  of  course,  became  unpopular  among  the  common 
people,  never  at  any  time  attached  to  those,  who,  being 
ID  cfie  immediate  possession  of  authority,  are  often  obliged 
to  employ  it  in  controlling  their  humours.     Besides,  the 
eoixntry  people  of  England  had,  and  still  have,  an  animated 
attacrhment  to  field  sports,  and  a  natural  unrestrained  jo\n- 
aiiiy  of  disposition,  which  rendered  them  impatient  under 
the    severe  discipline  of  the  fanatical  preachers ;  while 
they  were  not  less  natuniU'y  discontented  with  the  military 
despotism  of  Cromwell's  Major-Gencrals.    Secondly,  the 

C>ple  were  fickle  as  usual,  and  the  return  of  the  King 
A    novelty  in  it, 'and  was  therefore  popular.      The  side 
of  the  Puritans  was  also  deserted  at  this  period  by  a  nu* 
merous  class  of  more  thinking  and  prudential  persons, 
who  never  forsook  them  till  they  became  unfortunate. 
"These  sagacious  personages  were  called  in  that  age  the 
•  Waiters  upon  Providence,  and  deemed  it  a  high  delin- 
9uency  towards  Heaven  if  they  afforded  countenance  to 
■ny  cause  longer  than  it  was  favoured  by  fortune. 

But,  though  thus  forsaken  by  the  fickle  and  the  selfish, 

'  ^lemn  enthusiasm,  a  stern  and  determined  depth  of 

P''>nciplc,  a  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  their  own  mo- 

"^«s,  and  the  manly  English  pride  which  inclined  them 

:^  cling  to  their  former  opinions,  like  the  traveller  in  the 

**tile  to  his  cloak,  the  more  strongly  that  the  tempest  blew 

•""Ound  them,  detained  in  the  ranks  of  the  Puritans  many, 

?^^o,  if  no  longer  formidable  from  numbers,  were  still  so 

Ij5^^ii  their  character.     They  consisted  chiefly  of  the  mid- 

'^5  gentry,  with  others  whom  industry  or  successful 

"Peculations  in  commerce  or  in  mining  had  raised  into 

®'*^!nence — ^the  persons  who  feel  most  umbrage  from  the 

'^ershadowing  aristocracy,  and  are  usually  the  most  velie- 

IJJ^ni  in  defence  of  what  they  hold  to  be  their  rights. 

**>eir  dress  was  in  general  studiously  simple  and  unosten- 

^«ous,or  only  remarkable  by  the  roniradirtory  affectation 

®»  extreme  simplicity  or  carelessness.     The  dark  colour 
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of  tlieir  cloaks,  rarying  from  absolute  black  Id  what 
called  sad-coloured, — their  steeple-crowned  hats^  wA 
tlieir  broad  shadowy  brims — their  long  swords,  suspended 
bjr  a  simple  strap  around  die  loins,  without  sbcMildei4el^ 
sword-knot,  plate,  buckles,  or  any  of  the  other  decon- 
tions  witli  which  the  Cavaliers  loved  to  adorn  their  Irtis^ 
rapiers, — the  shortness  of  their  hair,  which  made  ihev 
ears  appear  of  disproportioned  size,*^above  all,  the  stem 
and  gkiomy  gravity  of  their  looks,  announced  their  b^ 
longing  to  that  class  of  enthusiasts,  wlio,  resolute  and  oe- 
dismaycd,  had  cast  down  the  former  fabric  of  goven- 
nient,  and  who  now  regarded  with  somewhat  ummtb  thaa 
suspicion,  that  which  had  been  so  unexpectedly  labslitalB' 
in  its  stead.    There  was  gloom  in  their  countenancesi  W 
it  was  not  that  of  dejection,  far  less  of  despair.    Thef 
looked  like  veterans  after  a  defeat,  which  may  have  cheek- 
ed their  career  and  woimded  their  pride,  but  has  left  th^s 
courage  undiminished. 

The  melancholy,  now  become  habitual,  which  overeat 
Major  Bridgcnorth's  countenance,  well  quali6cHl  him  #^ 
act  as  the  chief  of  the  group  who  now  advanced  from  tb 
village.  When  they  reached  the  point  by  which  they  wen 
first  to  turn  aside  into  the  wood  which  surrounded  th^^ 
Castle,  they  felt  a  momentary  impression  of  degradation,^ 
as  if  they  were  yielding  the  high-road  to  their  old  and  oft- 
defeated  enemies  the  Cavaliers.  When  they  began  to 
iiscend  the  winding  path,  which  had  been  the  daily  pas- 
sage of  the  cattle,  the  opening  of  the  wooded  glade  gave 
them  a  view  of  the  castle-ditch,  half  choked  with  the 
rubbisli  of  tlie  breach,  and  of  the  breach  itself,  which  was 
made  at  the  angle  of  a  large  square  flanking-towcr,  one 
half  of  which  had  been  battered  into  ruins,  while  the  other 
fragment  remained  in  a  state  strangely  shattered  and  pre- 
carious, and  seemed  to  be  tottering  above  the  huge  aper- 
ture in  the  wall.  A  stern  still  stnilc  was  exchanged  among 
the  Puritans,  as  the  sight  reminded  them  of  the  victories 
of  former  days.  Holdfast  Clegg,  a  millwright  of  Derby, 
who  had  been  himself  active  at  the  siege,  pointed  to  the 
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krench,  ind  Mtid,  with  a  grim  smile  to  Mr.  SoI^;nce,  ■■  I 
Ktde  tbouglit,  that  when  my  own  haail  helped  to  level  tha 
cumoo  which  Oliver  pointed  against  yon  lower,  we  slrauld 
have  been  obliged  to  climb  like  foxefl  up  tiie  very  walls 
which  we  won  by  our  bow  and  by  our  spear.  Meibouglit 
diese  nalignonts  had  then  enough  of  shutting  their  gates 
and  making  high  their  horn  against  us." 

**  Be  palienl,  my  brolhrr,"  said  S6lsgrace  ;  "  be  pa- 
tirat,  UM  let  not  thy  soul  be  disquieted.  We  enter  not 
ihii  high  place  disboDourably,  seeing  we  ascend  by  the 
pte  which  the  Lord  opened  to  the  godly<" 

The  words  of  the  putor  were  like  a  iptrk  to  gunpoip- 
4cr.  ^K  couDlenaBcea  of  the  mounrul  retintie  auddenly 
•spaaded,  and,  accepting  what  had  fallen  from  bira  as  as 
flmen  and  a  Kglit  from  heaven  lionr  they  were  to  interpret 
tbeir  [M«sent  siuutioa,  they  uplifted,  with  one  consent,  one 
of  the  triumphant  songs  in  which  the  Israelites  celebrated 
tla«  victories  which  had  been  vouchsafed  to  them  over  tha 
n  inhabitants  of  the  Promised  Land  : 


lad  wiBd  bhim  taokc  away, 
8a  ip  ibe  prapnre  oTlbe  L«rI, 
The  wkknl  ikall  decay. 


"  Tboq  dUN,  O  Loid,  uea^  on  Ugh, 

And  eaptivg  M'd  tbcm  ill, 
Wko,  in  UBMf  (MM,  Iby  rha«n  Sodl 

In  boadBE<  did  cnihral." 

These  sounds  of  devotional  triumph  reached  the  joy- 
ods  band  of  the  Cavaliers,  who,  decli^  ta  whatever ponif 
i*     rei..    I' 
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their  repeated  misfortunes  and  impoverislunent  had  leA 
them,  were  moving  towards  the  same  pcHnt,  though  bjr  ■ 
^  difierent  road,  and  were  filling  the  principal  avenue  Id 
the  Castle  will)  tiptoe  mirth  and  revelry.     The  two  pai^ 
tics  were  strongly  conlrnsted  ;  for,  during  that  period  of 
civil  dissension,  the  manners  of  tlie  difierent  factioos  dip* 
tinguished   tlieni    as   eompletuly  as  separate    uuiibrmi 
might  have  done.     If  the  Puritan  was  afiectedly  plaio 
in  his  dress,  and  ridiculously  precise  in  his  manners,  the 
Cavalier  often  carried  his  love  of  ornament  into  tawdnr 
finery,  and  his  contempt  of  hyi)ocrisy  into  licentious  pro^ 
ligacy.     Gay  gallant  fellows,  young  and  old,  thnuged 
together  towards  the  ancient  Castle,  whh  general  aad 
joyous  manifestation  of  those  spirits,  which,  as  they  had 
been  buoyant  enough  to  support  their  owners  during  the 
wofbt  of  times,  as  they  termed  Oliver's  usurpation,  were 
now  so  inflated  as  to  transport  them  nearly  beyond  ihe 
reach  of  sober  reason.     Feathers  waved,  lace  glittered^ 
spears  jingled,  steeds  caracoled ;  and  here  and  there  a  pe^* 
roncl  or  pistol  was  fired  offhy  some  one,  who  found  his  ov'bi 
natural  talents  for  making  a  noise  inadequate  to  the  dis* 
nity  of  the  occasion.     Koys, — for,  as  we  said  before,  tlj^ 
rabble  were  with  the  uppermost  party,  as  usual, — halloo*** 
and  whooped,  "  Down  with  the  Rump,"  and  "  Fie  up'*** 
Oliver  !"  ftlusical  instruments,  of  as  many  difTercnt  fas*** 
ions  as  were  then  in  use,  played  all  at  once,  and  witli^^ 
any  regard  to  each  other's  tune ;  and  the  glee  of  the 
casion,  while  it  reconciled  the  pride  of  the  high-bom 
the  party  to  fraternize  with  the  general  rout,  derived 
additional  zest  from  the  conscious  triumph,  that  their  (? 
ultation  was  heard   hy  their  neighbours,  the  crest-fall 
Roundheads. 

When  the  loud  and  sonorous  swell  of  the  psalm-tuir 
multiplied  by  all  the  echoes  of  the  clilTs  and  ruinous  hal 
came  full  upon  their  ear,  as  if  to  warn  them  how  little  thc:^ 
were  to  reckon  upr>n  the  depression  of  their  adversaric 
at  first  it  was  answered  witli  a  scornful   laugh,  raised 
as  much  height  as  the  scoffers'  lungs  would  permit,  r 
order  that  it  might  carry  to  the  psalinotjjsts  the  contem 
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ofiliaranditdrs ;  but  this  was  a  forced  exertion  of  party 

i|)leeo.     There   is  sotnetliiog  in   melancholy  feelings 

BXire  JMtural  to  an  imperfect  and  suffering  stole  than  in 

those  of  gaiety,  and  when  they  are  brought  into  collision, 

ibe  former  seldom  fail    to  triumph.     If  a  funeral-train 

ind  ircdding-procession  were  to  meet  unexpectedly,  it 

viil  readily  be  allowed  that  the  mirth  of  the  lust  would 

be  speedily  merged  in  the  gloom  of  the  other.       Dut  the 

Cavaliers,  moreover,  had  sympathies  of  a  difierent  kind. 

Tbe  psalni-tune,  which  now  came  rolUng  on  their  ear, 

lad  been  heard  too  often,  and  upon  too  many  occasions 

hid  preceded  victory  gained  over  the  malignants,  to  pcr- 

Biit  them,  even  in  their  triumph,  to  hear  it  without  enio- 

lioo.     There  was  a  sort  of  pause,  of  which  the  parly 

iheoiselres  seemed  rather  ashamed,  until  the  silence  was 

biokea  by  tlie  stout  old  knight,  Sir  Jasper  Cranbournc, 

viKne  gallantry  was  so  universally  acknowledged,  that 

he  could  afford,  if  we  may  use  such  an  expression,  to 

coofeas  emotions,  which  men  whose  courage  was  in  any 

respect  liable  to  suspicion,  would  have  thought  it  more 

fiudent  to  conceal. 

"Adad/'  said  the  old  knight,  ^^  may  I  never  taste 
darct  agab,  if  that  is  not  the  very  tune  with  which 
the  prick-eared  villains  began  their  onset  at  Wiggan- 
iane,  where  they  trowled  us  down  like  so  many  nine- 
pioa!  Faith,  neighbours,  to  say  truth,  and  shame  the 
devil,  I  did  not  like  the  sound  of  it  above  half." 

"  If  I  thought  the  ronndheaded  rogues  did  it  in  scorn 
of  us,"  said  Dick  Wildbloodof  tbe  Dale,  "  I  would  cudgel 
their  psalmody  out  of  their  peasanily  throats  with  lliis  very 
truncheon ;"  a  motion  which,  being  seconded  by  old 
Roger  Raine,  the  drunken  tapster  of  the  Pevcril  arms 
in  the  village,  might  have  brought  on  a  general  battle,  but 
that  Sir  Jasper  forbade  the  feud. 

"  We'll  have  no  ranting,  Dick,"  said  the  old  Knight 
to  the  young  Franklin  ;  *'  adad,  man,  we'll  have  none, 
fcr  three  reasons  ;  first,  because  it  would  be  ungentle  to 
Lady  Peveril ;  then,  because  it  is  against  the  King's 
peace ;    and,  lastly.  Dick,  because  if  we  did  set  on  tiic 
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psalm-singing  knaves,  thou  mightesi  come  by  the 
my  boy,  as  has  chanced  to  thee  before.** 

"  Who,  I !  Sir  Jasper  I  answered  Dick — **  I 
by  the  worst ! — Fll  be  d— d  if  it  ever  happened  bat 
in  that  accursed  lane,  where  we  bad  no  more  flank, 
front,  or  rear,  than  if  we  had  been  so  many  herrings  in  « 
barrel." 

"  That  was  the  reason,  I  fancy,"  answered  Sir  Jasper, 
**  that  you,  to  mend  the  matter,  scrambled  into  the  bedge 
and  stuck  there,  horse  and  man,  till  I  beat  thee  tbroi^h 
it  with  my  leading-staff;  and  then,  instead  of  charging  to 
tlie  front,  you  went  right-about,  and  away  as  fast  as  your 
feet  could  carry  you." 

Tliis  reminiscence  produced  a  laugh  at  Dick's  expense, 
who  was  known,  or  at  least  suspected,  to  have  mora 
tongue  in  his  head  than  mettle  in  his  bosom.  And  this 
sort  of  rallying  on  the  part  of  the  Knight  having  fortu« 
nately  abated  the  resentment  which  had  begun  to  awak- 
en in  the  bicasts  of  the  royalist  cavalcade,  farther  cause 
for  offence  was  removed,  by  the  sudden  ceasing  of  the 
sounds  which  they  had  been  disposed  to  interpret  into 
those  of  premeditated  insult. 

This  was  owing  to  the  arrival  of  the  Puritans  at  the 
bottom  of  the  large  and  wide  breach,  which  had  been 
formerly  made  in  the  wall  of  the  Castle  by  their  victo- 
rious cannon.  The  sight  of  its  gaping  heaps  of  rubbish, 
and  disjointed  masses  of  building,  up  which  slowly  winded 
a  narrow  and  steep  path,  such  as  is  made  amongst  an« 
cient  ruins  by  the  rare  passage  of  those  who  occasionally 
visit  them,  was  calculated,  when  contrasted  with  the  grey 
and  solid  massiveness  of  the  towers  and  curtains  which 
yet  stood  uninjured,  to  remind  them  of  their  victory  over 
the  stronghold  of  their  enemies,  and  how  they  had  bound 
nobles  and  princes  with  fetters  of  iron. 

But  feelings  more  suitable  to  the  purpose  of  their  visit 
to  Martindale  Castle,  were  awakened  in  the  bosoms  even 
of  these  stem  sectaries,  wh^n  the  Lady  of  the  Castle, 
still  in  tlie  very  prime  of  beauty  and  of  womanhood,  ap* 
peared  at  the  top  of  the  breach  with  her  principal  (bniale 
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■Itenflants,  fo  receive  her  guests  with  the  honour  and 
courtesy  becoming  her  invitation.  She  had  laid  aside  the 
black  dress  whicli  had  been  h^r  sole  attire  for  several 
years,  and  was  arrayed  with  a  splendour  not  unbecoming 
bar  high  descent  and  quality.  Jewels,  indeed,  she  had 
none  ;  but  her  long  and  dark  hnir  was  surmounted  with 
a  chapleC  made  of  oak-leaves,  interspersed  with  lilies ; 
the  former  being  tlie  emblem  of  the  King's  preservation 
in  the  roy^l  Onk,  and  the  latter,  of  his  happy  Restora- 
tion. What  rendered  her  presence  still  more  interesting 
to  those  who  looked  on  her,  was  the  presence  of  the  two 
cbilrfren  whom  she  held  in  ehher  hand ;  one  of  whom 
was  well  known  to  them  all  to  be  the  child  of  their  lead- 
er, Major  Bridgenorth,  who  had  been  restored  to  life  and 
beahh  by  the  almost  maternal  care  of  the  Lady  Peveril. 

If  even  the  inferior  persons  of  the  party  felt  the  heal- 
ing influence  of  her  presence,  thus  accompanied,  poor 
Dridgenorth  was  almost  overwhelmed  with  it.  Tho 
strictness  of  his  cast  and  manners  permitted  him  not  to 
sink  on  his  knee,  and  kiss  the  hand  which  held  his  little 
orphan;  but  the  deepness  of  his  ol>cisance — the  faltering 
tremor  of  his  voice — and  the  glistening  of  his  eye,  show- 
ed a  grateful  respect  for  the  lady  wjiom  he  addressed— 
deeper  and  more  reverential  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pressed even  by  Persian  prostration.  A  few  courteous 
and  mild  words,  expressive  of  the  pleasure  she  found  in 
once  more  seeing  her  neighbours  as  her  friends — a  few 
kind  inquiries,  addressed  to  the  principal  individuals 
among  her  guests,  concerning  their  families  and  connex- 
ions, completed  her  triumph  over  angry  thoughts  and 
dangerous  recollections,  and  disposed  men's  bosoms  to 
sympathize  with  the  purposes  of  the  meeting. 

Even  Solsgrare  himself,  although  imagining  hiin<;elf 
bound  by  bis  oflice  and  duty  to  watch  over  and  counter^ 
art  the  wiles  of  the  **  Amalekitish  woman,"  did  not  es- 
cape llie  sympathetic  infection ;  being  so  much  struck 
with  the  marks  of  peace  an(l  good-will  exhiliitod  by  Lady 
Peveril,  that  he  immediately  raised  the  psnim, 
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"  O  what  a  luippy  thing  it  ii, 

Awl  jo)ful,ibr  to  sec 
Drelhrcn  to  d«  dl  ic^ctlier  is 

FricDckliip  ami  uuily  V  , 

Accepting  this  salutation  as  a  mark  of  courteqr  repiidv 
the  Lady  Pevcril  marshalled  in  person  this  party  of  her 
guests  to  the  apartment,  where  ample  good  cheer  wis 
provided  for  them ;  and  bad  even  tiie  patience  to  remain 
while  Master  Nehemiah  Soisgrace  pronounced  a  bene- 
diction of  portentous  length,  as  an  introduction  to  the 
banquet.     Her  presence  u'as  in  some  measure  a  restnMC 
on  the  worthy  divine,  whose  prolusion  lasted  the  longer, 
and  was  the  more  intricate  and  embarrassed,  that  he  feh 
himself  debarred  from  rounding  it  off  by  his  usual  aUilB* 
rative  petition  for  deliverance  from  Popery,  Prelacy,  aoA 
Peverii  of  the  Peak,  which  had  became  so  habitDal  V> 
him,  that,  after  various  attempts  to  conclude  with 
other  form  of  words,  he  found  himself  at  last  obliged  *^^ 
pronounce  tlie  first  words  of  his  usual /brvitcJa  aloud,  ■ 
mutter  the  rest  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  intellii 
even  by  those  who  stood  nearest  to  him. 

The  minister's  silence  was  followed  by  all  the 
sounds  which  announce  the  onset  of  a  hungry  com 
on  a  well-furnished  table  ;  and  at  the  same  time  gave 
lady  an  opportunity  to  leave  the  apartment,  and  look 
llie  accommodsition  of  her  other  company.     She  fel 
indeed,  that  it  was  high  time  to  do  so  ;  and  that  the 
nlist  guests  might  be  disposed  to  misapprehend,  or 
to  resent,  the  prior  attentions  which  she  had  tlioughc 
pnident  to  offer  to  the  Puritans. 

These  apprehensions  were  not  altogether  ill-ibund^ 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  steward  had  displayed  the  ro; 
standard,  with  its  proud  molto  of  Tatiiiem  Triumpka 
f»n  one  of  the  great  towers  which  flanked  the   main  e 
trance  of  the  Castle  ;   while,  from  the  other,  floated 
banner  of  Pevcril  of  tlie  Peak,  under  which  many  of 
who  now  approached  had  fought  during  all  the  vici 
tudes  of  civil  war.     It  was  in  vain  he  repeated  his  clai 
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orous^*'  Welcome,  noble  Cavaliers  !  welcome,  generous 
gentlemen  !"  There  was  a  slight  murmur  amongst  them, 
that  their  welcome  ought  to  have  come  from  the  moulli 
of  ilie  Cotonel's  ludy — not  from  that  of  a  menial.     Sir 
Jasper  Cranbourne,  who  had  sense  as  well  as  spirit  and 
courage,  and  who  was  aware  of  his  fair  cousin's  motives, 
having  been  indeed  consulted  by  her  upon  all  the  arrange- 
ments which  she  had  adopted,  saw  matters  were  in  such 
a  state  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  conducting  the 
guests  to  the  banquctting  apartment,  where  a  fortunate  di- 
version from  all  tiiese  topics  of  rising  discontent  might 
be  made,  at  the  expense  of  the  good  cheer  of  all  sorts, 
which  the  lady's  care  had  so  liberally  provided. 

The  stratagem  of  die  old  soldier  succeeded  in  its  ut- 
most extent.     He  assumed  the  great  oaken-chair  usually 
occupied  by  the  steward  at  his  audits ;  and  Dr.  Dum- 
merar  having  pronounced  a  brief  lutin  benediction,  (which 
iras  not  the  less  esteemed  by  the  hearers  that  none  of 
tlium  understood  it,)  Sir  Jasper  exhorted  the  company 
Co  whet  their  appetites  to  the  dinner  by  a  brinmiing  cup 
(o  his  Majesty's  heahb,  filled  as  high  and  as  deep  as  their 
goLlets  would  permit.     In  a  moment  all  was  bustle,  with 
tlic  clang  of  wine-cups  and  of  flagons.     In  another  mo- 
rn c^nt  the  guests  were  on  their  feet  like  so  many  statues, 
all  hushed  as  death,  but  with  eyes  glancing  with  expec- 
tation, and  hands  outstretched,  which    displayed   their 
loyal  brimmers.     The  voice  of  Sir  Jasper,  clear,  sono- 
rous, and  emphatic,  as  the  sound  of  his  war-trumi>et, 
announced  the  health  of  the  restored  Monarch,  hastily 
eciiocd  back  by  the  assemblage,  impatient  to  render  it 
due  homage.      Another  brirf  pause  was  filled  by  the 
c1  raining  of  their  cups,  and  the  mustering  breath  to  join 
in  a  shout  so  loud,  that  not  only  the  rafters  of  the  old 
hall  trembled  while  they  echoed  it  back,  but  the  garlands 
^^  oaken  boughs  and  flowers  with  which  ihey  were  dcco- 
"j^^ed,  waved  wildly,  and  rustled  as  if  agitated  by  a  sud- 
«ien  whirlwind.      Tliis  rite  observed,  the  company  pro- 
ceotled  to  assail   the   good   cheer  with  which  the  table 
?roaiied,  animated  as  thi*y   were  to  the  attack  both  by 
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mirth  aod  melody,  for  tbcy  were  attended  by  ^  the 
minstrels  of  the  district,  who,  like  the  Episcopal  dergy, 
had  been  put  to  silence  during  the  reign  of  the  self-ea- 
titled  saints  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  social  occupa« 
tion  of  good  eating  and  drinking,  tlie  exchange  of  pledgee 
betwixt  old  neighbours  who  had  been  fellow*soldiera  in 
the  moment  of  resistance — fellow-sufTerers  iu  the  time  of 
depression  and  subjugation,  and  were  now  partners  in 
I  he  same  general  subject  of  congratulation,  soon  wiped 
from  their  memory  the  trilling  chusc  of  complaint,  which 
in  tlie  minds  of  some  had  darkened  the  festivity  of  tlie 
day  ;  so  that  wlien  the  Lady  Peveril  walked  into  the  hall, 
accompanied  as  before  with  the  children  and  her  feranle 
attendants,  she  was  welcomed  widi  the  acclamations  due 
to  the  mistress  of  the  banquet  and  of  tlie  Castle— die 
dame  of  the  noble  Knight,  who  had  led  most  of  thera  to 
battle  with  an  undaunted  and  persevering  valour,  which 
was  worthy  of  better  success. 

Her  address  to  them  was  brief  and  matronly,  yet  spoken 
with  so  much  feeling  as  found  its  way  to  every  bosom.  Slie 
apologized  for  the  lateness  of  her  personal  welcome,  by  re- 
minding them  that  there  were  then  present  in  Martindale 
Castle  that  day,  persons  whom  recent  happy  events  had 
converted  from  enemies  into  friends,  but  on  wliom  the 
latter  character  was  so  recently  imposed,  that  she  dared 
not  neglect  with  them  any  point  of  ceremonial.  But 
those  whom  she  now  addresser!,  were  the  best,  tlie  dear- 
est, the  most  faithfid  friends  of  her  husband^s  house,  to 
whom  and  to  their  valour,  Peveril  had  not  only  owed 
those  successes  which  had  given  them  and  him  fame  dur- 
i;ig  tlie  late  unhappy  times,  but  to  whose  courage  she  in 
pnrlicuhir  had  owed  the  preservation  of  their  leader's 
life,  even  wlien  it  could  not  avert  defeat.  A  word  or 
two  of  heartfelt  conf!;ratu1ation  on  the  happy  restoration 
of  the  royal  line  and  authority,  completed  all  which  she 
had  boldness  to  add,  and,  bowing  gracefully  round  her, 
she  lifted  a  cup  to  her  lips  as  if  to  welcome  her  guests. 

There  still  remained,  and  especially  amongst  the  old 
Cavaliers  of  the  period,  some  glimmering  of  that  spirit 
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which  iiu|iired  Froissart,  wbcn  lie  declares  tliat  i  Knight 
bath  double  courage  at  need,  wlien  animated  by  the  kraks 
«nd  words  of  a  beautiful  and  virtuous  woman.  Tt  was 
not  until  the  reign  which  whs  commencin,';  at  the  moment 
WB  are  treating  of,  tliat  tlic  unbounded  licentre  of  llic  ago 
mtroducing  a  general  course  of  profligncy,  degraded  the 
female  sex  irtto  mere  servants  of  [ileasurc,  and,  in  so  dol- 
ing, deprived  society  of  that  nolile  tone  of  feeling  towards 
ibe  sex,  which,  considered  as  a  spur  to  "  raise  llic  clear 
spirit,"  is  superior  to  every  oilier  impulse,  save  those  of 
ruli.^ion  and  of  patriotism.  The  beams  of  the  ancient 
ball  of  Manindale  Gastle  instantly  rung  with  a  shout  louder 
and  shriller  than  that  at  which  they  had  so  lately  trem- 
bled, and  the  names  of  the  Knight  nf  the  Peak  and  iiis 
lady  were  proclaimed  amid  waving  of  caps  and  hats,  and 
univennl  wishes  for  Iheir  health  and  happiness. 

Under  these  anspices  the  Lady  Feverit  glided  from  the 
halt,  and  kTi  free  space  for  tlic  revelry  of  the  evening. 

That  of  the  Cavaliers  may  be  easily  conceived,  since 
it  had  the  usual  accompaniments  of  singing,  jesting,  qunST- 
ing  of  iieahhs,  and  playing  of  tunes,  which  have  in  almost 
every  age  and  quarter  of  the  world  been  the  accompani- 
ments of  festive  cheer.  The  enjoyments  of  the  Puritans 
were  of  a  different  and  leas  noisy  character.  They  nei- 
ther sung,  jested,  heard  music,  nor  drank  healths  ;  and 
yet  ihcy  scemeri  not  the  less,  in  their  own  phrase,  to 
enjoy  the  creature-comforts  which  ihc  frailty  of  humanity 
rendered  grateful  to  their  oiitward  man.  Old  Whitnker 
even  protested,  that,  though  imlch  the  smaller  parly  in 
|i'iiiit  of  nnmlicrs,  they  discussed  nearly  as  much  sack  and 
claret  as  his  own  more  jovial  associates.  But  those  who 
considered  die  steward's  prejudices,  were  inclined  to 
think,  that,  in  order  to  produce  such  a  result,  ho  must 
have  thrown  in  his  own  hy-ilrinkings — no  inconbirlrrabto 
rtem to  the  sum  total  nf  the  Prtsbyipriiin  potation?. 

Without  adopting  such  a  partial  and  scandalous  report, 
we  shall  only  say.  that  on  this  occasion  as  on  most  others, 
the  rareness  of  indulgence  iironiottid  ilie  sense  of  enjoy- 
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iDCiit,  and  that  those  who  made  absUneiice,  or  at  bt 
moderation,  a  point  of  religious  principle,  eojoyed  dia 
social  meeting  the  better  that  such  opportunities  raid 
presented  themselves.  If  they  did  not  actually  drii 
each  other's  heahhs,  they  at  least  showed,  by  lookia 
and  nodding  to  each  other  as  tliey  raised  their  ghaae 
tliat  they  all  were  sharing  the  same  festive  grati6catio 
of  the  appetite,  and  felt  it  enhanced,  because  it  was  i 
the  same  time  enjoyed  by  their  friends  and  neighbour! 
Religion,  as  it  was  the  principal  topic  of  their  though] 
became  also  the  chief  subject  of  their  conversation,  an 
as  they  sat  together  in  small  separate  knots,  they  discuH 
cd  doctrinal  and  metaphysical  points  of  belief,  babnca 
the  merits  of  various  preachers,  compared  tlie  creeds  o 
contending  sects,  and  fortified  by  scriptural  quotalioi 
those  which  they  favoured.  Some  contests  arose  in  lb 
course  of  tiiese  debates,  which  might  have  proceeded  b 
ther  tlian  was  seemly,  but  for  the  cautious  interference < 
Major  Bridgenorth.  He  suppresssed  also,  in  the  vei 
bud,  a  dispute  betwixt  Gaffer  Hodgeson  of  ChameiyC 
and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Solsgrace,  upon  the  tender  subje 
of  lay-preaching  and  lay-ministering  ;  nor  did  he  tbk 
it  altogether  prudent  or  decent  to  indulge  the  wishes 
some  of  the  warmer  enthusiasts  of  the  party,  who  ft 
dis|)osed  to  make  the  rest  partakers  of  tlieir  gifts  in  e: 
temporaneous  prayer  and  exposition.  These  were  al 
surdities  that  belonged  to  the  time,  which,  however,  tl 
Major  had  sense  enough  to  perceive  were  unfitte 
whether  the  offspring  of  hypocrisy  or  enthusiasm,  for  tl 
present  time  and  pla^e. 

The  Mujor  was  also  instrumental  in  breaking  up  tl 
pnrty  at  an  early  and  decorous  hour,  so  that  they  left  tl 
Castle  long  before  their  rivals,  the  Cavaliers,  had  read 
cd  the  s|)ring-tide  of  their  nierriment ;  an  arrangemei 
which  afforded  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  lady,  wl 
dreaded  the  conseqiienres  which  niii;hi  not  improbab 
havo  taken  place,  had  both  parties  met  at  the  same  p( 
riod  and  point  of  retreat. 
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It  was  near  midnight  ere  the  greater  part  of  the  Cav- 
fiers,  meaning  such  as  were  able  to  effect  their  depar- 
tore  without  assistance,  withdrew  to  tlie  village  of  Martin- 
dale-Mouhrassie,  with  the  bcne6t  of  the  broad  moon  to 
■levent  tlie  chance  of  accidents.  Tlieir  sliouts,  aiid  tho 
Bwden  of  their  roaring  chorus  of — 


'*  The  Kins  linJl  e^|oy  bif  own  agam  !' 


beard  with  no  small  pleasure  by  the  lady,  heartily 
gM  that  the  riot  of  the  day  was  over  without  the  occur- 
CDte  of  any  unpleasing  accident.      The  rejoicing  was 
■m,  however,  entirely  ended  ;  for  the  elevated  Cavaliers, 
fadbg  some  of  the  villagers  still  on  foot  around  a  bon6re 
Qa  the  street,  struck  merrily  in  with  them — sent  to  Roger 
Raioe  of  the  Peveril  Arms,  the  loyal  publican  whom  we 
kfe  already  mentioned,  for  two  tubs  of  merry  stingo, 
(is  it  was  termed,)  and  lent  their  own  powerful  assistance 
H  the  Suiting  it  off  to  the  health  of  the  King  and  the  loynl 
General  Monk.    Their  shouts  for  a  long  time  disturb- 
d)  tod  even  alarmed  the  little  village,  but  no  cnthusi- 
>ni  b  able  to  withstand  for  ever  the  natural  consequen- 
ces of  late  hours,  and  potations  pottle-deep.     The  tumult 
tf  the  exuhing  royalists  at  last  sunk  into  silence,  and  the 
iKoo  and  the  owl  were  left  in  undisturbed  sovereignty 
<^  the  old  tower  of  the  village  church,  which,  rising 
^hite  above  a  circle  of  knotty  oaks,  was  tenanted  by  the 
M,  and  silvered  by  the  planet.^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

'    Twat  when  they  raised,  'mid  sap  and  siege. 
The  banDrrs  of  ihetr  rightfiil  Ifege, 

Al  iheir  sbe-oafttaiirs  call, 
Who,  miracle  of  woman  kind  ! 
Lent  mrttle  to  ibc  meanest  bind 
Thai  manu*d  her  castle  wall. 

WiUim  8,  Ram. 

4 

On  tlic  morning  succeeding  the  feast,  the  Ladj 
eril,  raligued  with  the  exertions  and  the  apprehensi 
the  fonner  dayy  kept  her  apartment  for  two  or  tliree 
later  than  her  own  active  habits,  and  the  matutinal  c 
of  the  time,  rendered  usual.  Meanwliile,  Mistress 
mere,  a  person  of  great  trust  in  the  family,  and  w 
sumed  much  authority  in  her  mistress's  absence,  la 
orders  upon  Deborah,  the  governante,  immediatt 
carry  the  children  to  their  airing  in  the  park,  and 
let  any  one  enter  tlie  gilded  chamber,  which  was  v 
their  sporting-place.  Deborah,  who  often  rebellet 
sometimes  successfully,  against  the  deputed  autbo 
EHesmere,  privately  resolved  that  it  was  about  t( 
and  that  the  gilded  chamber  was  a  more  suitable  pli 
the  children's  exercise  than  the  wet  grass  of  the  pi 
a  raw  morning. 

But  a  woman's  brain  is  sometimes  as  inconstaD 
])opular  assembly  ;  and  presently  after  she  had  vote 
morning  was  like  to  be  rainy,  and  that  the  gilded  t 
bcr  was  the  fittest  play-room  for  the  children,  Mi 
Deborah  came  to  the  somewhat  inconsistent  resol 
that  the  park  was  the  fittest  place  for  her  own  trn 
walk.  It  is  certain,  that  during  the  unrestrained  jo' 
of  the  preceding  evening,  she  had  danced  till  mi< 
with  Launce  Outram,  the  park-keeper  ;  but  how  f 
seeing  him  just  pass  the  window  in  his  woodland 
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mrith  a  feather  in  bis  hat,  and  a  cross-bow  under  his  army 
influenced  tlie  discrepancy  of  the  opinions  Mistress  Deb- 
orah formed  concerning  the  weather,  we  are  far  from  pre- 
suming to  guess.     It  is  enough  for  us,  that,  so  soon  as 
Mistress  Ellesmere's  back  was  turned,  Mistress  Deborah 
carried  the  children  into  the  gilded  cliamber,  not  williout 
a  strict  charge  (for  we  must  do  her  justice)  to  master 
Julian  to  take  care  of  his  little  wife,  mistress  Alice  ;  and 
tlien,  having  taken  so  satisfactory  a  precaution,  she  herself 
glided  into  the  park  by  the  glass-door  of  the  still-room, 
which  was  nearly  opposite  to  the  great  breach. 

The  gilded  chamber  in  which  the  children  were,  by 

this  arrangement,  left  to  amuse  themselves,  widiout  belter 

guardianship  than  what  Julian's  manhood  afforded,  was  a 

large  apartment,  hung  with  stamped  Spanish  leatlier,  cu- 

Houaly  gilded,  representing,  in  a  manner  now  obsolete, 

b^U  far  from  unpleasing,  a  series  of  tilts  and  combats  be- 

'^^iit  the  Saracens  of  Grenada,  and  the  Spaniards  under 

^l^e  command  of  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella, 

^  tjrJDg  tliat  memorable  siege  which  was  terminated  by  the 

5^Vertlirow  of  the  last  fragments  of  the  Moorish  empire 

**^   Spain. 

Tbc  little  Julian  was  careering  about  the  room  for  the 
^  ^>iusement  of  his  infant  friend,  as  well  as  his  own,  mim- 
'^^  liing  with  a  reed  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  Abenccr- 
^ges  and  Zegris  engaged  in  the  eastern, sport  of  hurling 
I  ^^«  JERiD,  or  javelin  ;  and  at  times  sitting  down  beside 
^^i^r,  and  caressing  her  into  silence  and  good-humour, 
^^''  1  jen  the  petulant  or  timid  child  chose  to  become  tired  of 
'^^^  tnaining  an  inactive  spectator  of  his  boisterous  sport  ; 
^^*}]eu,  on  a  sudden,  he  observed  one  of  the  panelled  com- 
Po  rtinents  of  the  leather  hangings  slide  apart,  so  as  to  show 
*-    fair  hand,  with  its  fingers  resting  upon  its  edge,  prepar- 
ed, it  would  seem,  to  push  it  still  farther  back.     Julian 
^"^us  much  surprised  ;  and  somewhat  frightened,  at  what 
\ie  witnessed,  for  the  tales  of  the  nursery  had  strongly  im- 
pressed on  his  mind  the  terrors  of  the  invisible  world. 
Vet,  naturally  bold  and  high-spirited,  tlie  little  champion 
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placed  himself  beside  bis  defenceless  sistieri  coatinuii^  19 
brandish  his  weapon  in  her  defence,  as  boldly  as  he  had 
himsolf  been  an  Abcnccrrage  of  Grenada. 

The  panel,  on  which  his  eye  was  fixed,  gra(]ually  con- 
tinued to  slide  back,  and  display  more  and  motB  the 
form  to  which  the  iiand  appertained,  until,  in  the  dark 
aperture  which  was  disclosed,  tlie  children  saw  the  figure 
of  a  lady  in  a  mourning;  dress,  past  the  meridian  of  life, 
but  whose  countenance  still  retained  traces  of  great  beauty, 
although  the  predominant  character  botli  of  her  features 
and  person  was  an  air  of  almost  royal  dignity.  After 
pausing  a  moment  on  tlie  tlireshold  of  the  portal  which 
she  had  thus  unexpectedly  disclosed,  and  looking  with 
some  surprise  at  the  children,  whom  she  bad  not  probably 
observed  while  engaged  with  the  management  of  the  pan* 
el,  the  stranger  stepped  into  the  apartment,  and  the 
panel,  upon  a  touch  of  a  spring,  closed  behind  her  ao 
suddenly,  that  Julian  almost  doubted  it  had  ever  been 
open,  and  began  to  apprehend  tliat  the  whole  apparition 
bad  been  a  delusion.^ 

The  stately  lady,  however,  advanced  to  liim,  and  aaidf 
"  Are  not  you  the  lillle  Pcvcril  ?" 

'*  Yes,"  said  tlie  boy,  reddening,  not  altogether  widiout 
a  juvenile  feeling  of  that  rule  of  chivalry  which  forbade 
any  one  to  disown  his  name,  whatever  danger  might  be 
annexed  to  the  avowal  of  it. 

*'  Then,"  said  the  stately  stranger,  "  go  to  your  moth- 
er's room,  and  tell  her  to  come  instantly  to  speak  with  me.** 

*'  ]  wo'not,"  said  the  little  Julian. 

*'  How  !"  said  the  lady, — "  so  young  and  so  disobedi- 
ent ? — but  you  do  hut  follow  the  fashion  of  the  time. 
Why  will  you  not  go,  my  pretty  boy,  when  I  ask  it  of  you 
as  a  favour  ?" 

"  I  would  go,  madam,"  said  the  boy,  "  but" — and  he 
stopped  short,  still  drawing  back  as  the  lady  advanced  on 
him,  but  still  holding  by  the  hand  AUce  Bridgenorth,  who, 
too  young  to  understand  the  nature  of  thedialogue,  clung, 
trembling,  to  her  companion. 
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Tbe  stranger  saw  his  embnrrassmcDt,  smilcdy  and  re- 
Baioed  standing  fast,  while  she  asked  the  child  once  more, 
**  What  are  you  afraid  of,  my  brave  hoy — and  wliy  should 
fou  not  go  to  your  mother  on  my  errand  ?'' 
**  Because,"  answered  Julian,  firmly,  "  if  I  go,  litile 
'    Alice  must  stay  alone  with  you." 

''You  are  a  gallant  fellow,"  said  the  lady,  "  and  will 
DOC  disgrace  your  blood,  which  never  left  the  weak  witii- 
oat  protection." 

TW  boy  understood  her  not,  and  still  gazed  witli  anx- 
ioai  apprehension,  first  on  her  who  addressed  him,  and 
iheo  upon  his  little  companion,  whose  eyes,  with  the  va- 
CMt  glance  of  infancy,  wandered  from  the  figure  of  the 
hdy  to  that  of  her  companion  and  protector,  and  at  length, 
infected  by  a  portion  of  tlie  fear  which  tbe  latter's  mag- 
nmmous  efibrts  could  not  entirely  conceal,  she  flew  into 
kha's  arms,  and,  clinging  to  him,  greatly  augmented  his 
ibmi,  and,  by  screaming  aloud,  rendered  it  very  difiicult 
far  him  to  avoid  the  sympathetic  fear  which  impelled  him 
to  do  the  same. 

There  was  sometliing  in  the  manner  and  bearing  of  this 

nexpccted  inmate,  which  might  justify  awe  at  least,  if 

HOC  fear,  when  joined  to  the  singular  and  mysterious 

oode  in  which  she  had  made  her  appearance.     Her  dress 

vas  not  remarkable,  being  the  hood  and  female  riding 

ittire  of  the  time,  such  as  was  worn  by  the  Jnferior  class 

of  gentlewomen  ;  but  her  black  hair  was  very  long,  and, 

sereral  locks  having  escaped  from  under  her  hood,  hung 

down  dishevelled  on  her  neck  and  shoulders.     Her  eyes 

were  deep  black,  keen,  and  piercing,  and  her  features  had 

something  of  a  foreign  expression.     When  she  spoke,  her 

language  was  marked  by  a  slight  foreign  accent,  although, 

ia  construction,  it  was  pure  English.     Her  slightest  tone 

and  gesture  had  tlie  air  of  one  accustomed  to  command 

and  to  be  obeyed  ;  the  recollection  of  which  probably 

masted  to  Julian  the  apology  he  afterwards  made  for 

being  frightened,  that  he  took  die  stranger  for  an  *'  en 

chanted  queen." 
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While  the  stranger  lady  and  the  children  thus  coal 
od  each  other,  two  persons  entered  almost  at  the 
instant,  but  from  different  doors,  whose  baste  showei 
tliey  had  been  alarmed  by  the  screams  of  tlie  latter. 

The  first  was  Major  Bridgenorth,  whose  ears  had 
alarmed  with  the  cries  of  his  child  as  he  entered  the 
which  corresponded  with  what  was  called  the  gilded  c 
bcr.  His  intention  had  been  to  remain  in  the  more 
lie  apartment,  until  the  Lady  Peveril  should  make 
appearance,  whh  the  good-natured  purpose  of  assurioj 
that  the  preceding  day  of  tumult  had  passed  io  c 
respect  agreeably  to  his  friends,  and  without  any  of  I 
alarming  consequences  which  might  have  been  appreh 
ed  from. a  collision  betwixt  the  parties.  But  when 
considered  how  severely  he  had  been  agitated  by  a| 
hensions  for  his  cliild*s  safety  and  health,  too  well  iug 
by  the  fate  of  tliose  who  had  preceded  her,  it  will  » 
thought  surprising  that  the  infantine  screams  of  Alic 
duced  him  to  break  through  the  barriers  of  Ibrm, 
intrude  farther  into  the  interior  of  the  house  than  a  i 
of  strict  propriety  might  have  warranted. 

He  burst  into  the  gilded  chamber,  therefore,  by  a 
door  and  narrow  passage,  which  communicated  bel 
that  apartment  and  the  hall,  and,  snatching  the  child  i 
his  arms,  endeavoured,  by  a  thousand  caresses,  to  , 
the  screams  which  burst  yet  more  violently  from  the 
girl,  on  beholding  herself  in  the  arms  of  one  to  w 
voice  and  manner  she  was,  but  for  one  brief  interviev 
entire  stranger. 

Of  course,  Alice's  shrieks  were  redoubled,  and  sec 
ed  by  those  of  Julian  Peveril,  who,  on  the  appearam 
this  second  intruder,  was  frightened  into  resignatk 
every  more  manly  idea  of  rescue  than  that  which  coi 
ed  in  invoking  assistance  at  the  very  top  of  his  lungs 

Alarmed  by  this  noise,  which  in  half  a  minute  bee 
very  clamorous.  Lady  Peveril,  with  whose  apartmen 
gilded  chamber  was  connected  by  a  private  door  of  c 
munication  opening  into  her  wardrobe,  entered  on 
scene.     The  instant  she  appeared,  the  little  Alice,  e 
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eating  bcrscir  froni  ttic  grasp  of  her  fallier,  ran  towards 

Iwr  protectress,  sad  ivlicn  slic  had  once  taken  hold  of  her 

■luds,  not  only  became  silent,  but   turned  lier  Isrge  blue 

eyes,  in  tvliicii  Llie  tears  were  still  glistening,  with  a  look 

''-         of  wonder  rather  than  alarm,  towards  the  strange  lady. 

^         Juliao  manfully  brondislicd  liis  reed,  a  weapon   which  lie 

""        liid  Dcvcr  parted  with  during  the  wliole  alarm,  and  stood 

prefmred  to  assist  his  mother,  iT  there  sliould   be  danger 

ia  [lie  encounter  betwixt  her  and  the  stranger. 

1^  lu  fact,  it  might  have  puzzled  an  older  person  to  ac- 

'ouoi  for  the  sudden  and  confused  pause  which  the  Lady 

Pcveril  made,  as  she  gazed  on  her  unex|)ectcd  guest,  as 

>'  dubious  irhether  siie  did  or  did  not  recognize,  in  her 

*(ill  beautiful  though  wasted  and  emaciated  features,  a 

'ounienance  which  slie  had  known  well  under  far  didbrent 

Circumstances. 

The  stranger  seemed  to  understand  her  cause  of  hesl- 
'^tion,  for  she  said  in  that  heurt-tlirilbng  voice  which  was 
Peculiarly  her  own — 

"  Time  and  misfortune  have  changed  me  much,  Mar- 
S^rei — thai  every  mirror  lells  mc — yet,  mctliinks,  Mar- 
^^rct  Stanley  might  still  have  known  Charlotte  de  la 
■*■  fcinotiilie." 

The  Lady  Peveril  was  little  in  the  custom  of  giving 
^^  ay  to  sudden  emotion,  but  in  the  present  case  she  threw 
^^^rself  on  her  knees  in  a  rajiture  of  mingled  joy  and 
f^  ''ief,  and  half  embracing  tliose  of  the  stranger,  cxciaim- 
^'J,in  broken  language — 

"  My  kind,  my  noble  benefactress — the  princely  Count- 
^Sg  of  Derby — the  royal  Queen  in  Alan — could  1  doubt 
T'^uT  voice,  your  features,  for  a  moment — O,  forgive,  for- 
K*  ve  me  ."* 

The  Countess  raised  the  suppliant  kinswoman  of  her 

'*'«sljand'»  house,  with    all  the  grace  of  one    accustomed 

i^oni  early  birth  to  receive  homage  and  to  grant  proiec- 

*"»on.    She  kissed  the  Ijady  Peveril's  forohoad,  and  pass- 

^(i  her  hand  in  a  caressing  manner  over  her  face  as  she 

»aid~< 
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"  You  too  are  changed,  n^y  fair  cousin,  but  it 
change  becomes  you,  from  a  pretty  and  timid  maidf 
a  sage  and  comely  matron.  But  my  own  memory,  m 
I  once  held  a  good  one,  has  failed  me  strangely,  if 
gentleman  be  Sir  Creoffrey  Peveril." 

**  A  kind  and  good  neighbour  only,  madam,**  said  I 
Peveril  ;  "  Sir  Geofirey  is  at  Court." 

**  I  understood  so  much,"  said  the  Countess  of  Dc 
**  when  I  arrived  here  last  night." 

"  How,  madam  !"  said  Lady  Peveril — **  Did  joi 
rive  at  Martindale  Castle — at  the  house  of  Margaret  S 
ley,  where  you  have  such  right  to  command,  and  did 
announce  your  presence  to  her  ?" 

^*  O,  I  know  you  are  a  dutiful  subject,  Margaret," 
swered  the  Countess,  **  though  it  be  in  these  days  t 
character — but  it  was  our  pleasure,"  she  added  wi 
smile,  **  to  travel  incognito— and  finding  you  engage 
general  hospitality,  we  desired  not  to  disturb  you  witl 
royal  presence." 

*'  But  how  and  where  were  you  lodged,  madam?" 
Lady  Peveril  ;  *'  or  why  sliould  you  have  kept  sec 
visit  which  would,  if  made,  have  augmented  tenfok 
happiness  of  every  true  heart  tliat  rejoiced  here  ye 
day  ?" 

"  My  lodging  was  well  cared  for  by  Ellcsmere^ 
Ellesniere  now,  as  she  was  formerly  mine — she  has  a 
as  quarter-master  ere  now,  you  know,  and  on  a  bro 
scale  ;  you  must  excuse  her — she  had  my  positive  c 
to  lodge  me  in  die  most  secret  part  of  your  Castle— ( 
she  pointed  to  the  sliding  panel) — she  obeyed  orde 
that,  and  I  suppose  also  in  sending  you  now  hither." 

"  Indeed  1  have  not  yet  seen  her,"  said  the  lady,  •* 
therefore  was  totally  ignorant  of  a  visit  so  joyful,  so 
prising. ' 

"  And  I,"  said  the  Countess,  **  was  equally  surpi 
to  find  none  but  these  beautiful  children  in  the  aparti 
where  I  thought  I  heard  you  moving.  Our  Ellesinerc 
become  silly — your  good-nature  has  spoiled  her — she 
forgotten  the  discipline  she  learned  under  me." 
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**  I  nv  ber  nin  tbrough  the  wixmI,"  said  the  Lady  Per- 
^,  after  a  moment's  recollection,  "  undoubledl/  to  seek. 
I      ^  person  who  has  charge  of  the  cliildren,  in  oHer  to 
I      temove  them." 

!  "  Your  onn  darlings,  1  doubt  not,"  said  tlie  Counten, 
)  lookiiig  at  the  children.  "  Margaret,  Providence  hat 
'      blessvd  you." 

"  That  19  my  son,"  said  Lndy  Puveril,  pointing  to  Ju- 
Ein,  wlio  stood  devouring  their  discourse  with  greedy  ear ; 
"  the  little  girl — I  may  call  niiite  too."     Major  Bridge- 
nartli,  who  had,  in  the  meantime,  again  taken  up  his  in- 
fuit,  and  was  engaged  in  caressing  it,  set  it  down  ss  the 
Couuicss  of  Derby  spoke,  sighed  deeply,  and  walked  to- 
wards the  oriel  wiodow.       He  was  weJl  aware  that  tim 
ordinary  rules  of  courtesy  would  have  rendered  it  proper 
ibai  he  sliould  withdraw  entirely,  or  at  least  offer  to  do  so ; 
l)<it  he  was  not  a  man  of  ceremonious  politeness,  and  ho 
'>ad  B  particular  interest  in  the  subjects  on  which  tlie 
^untess's  discourse  was  likely  to  ttirn,  which  induced 
hiiD  to  dispense  with  ceremony.     The  ladies  seemed  tn- 
dtied  scarce  to  notice  ha  presence.     The  Countess  had 
'Kitr  assumed  a  chair,  and  motioned  to  the  Lady  Peveril 
***_  ai  upon  a  stool  which  was  placed  by  her  side.     "  We 
**"»11  liave  old  times  once  more,  though  there  are  here  no 
''^-'^ritig  of  rebel  guns  to  drive  you  to  take  refuge  at  mjr 
*"<Je,  and  almost  in  my  pocket." 

"  1  havea  gun,  madam,"  said  hiilc  Julian,  "  and  tlie 
r*^  rk-keeper  is  to  teach  me  how  to  fire  it  nest  year." 

"  I  will  list  you  for  my  soldier,  then,"  said  tlie  Countess. 
.  "  Ladies  have  no  soldiers,"  said  the  boy,  looking  wisK 
'*-«llyathcr. 

.  "  He  has  ihe  true  masculine  contempt  of  our  frail  sex, 
See,"  said  the  Countess ;  "  it  is  born  witli  the  insolent 
*^  •■•  i-lyls  of  mankind,  and  sliows  iiself  as  soon  as  tlicy  are 
'^^^t  of  their  long  clothes.— Did  EHesmcre  never  tell  you 
^^  Idlliain-Housc  and  Charlotte  of  Derby,  my  lillte 
'**^sipr  ?" 

"  A  thousand  lliniisand  linns,"  saiil  ibi'  l>oy,  coliinrin^  ; 
"  auil  how  the  Queen  of  Man  defended  it  six  weeks 
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against  three  thousand  Roundheads,  under  Rogue  Har- 
rison the  butcher.'' 

"  It  was  your  mother  defended  Lfatharo-Houae,**  saM 
the  Countess,  ^'  not  I,  my  litlle  soldier — Hadst  tbaa  beei 
lliere,  ciiou  liadst  been  the  best  captain  of  the  three." 

"  Do  not  say  so,  madnm,"  said  the  boy,  **  for  mamma 
would  not  touch  a  gun  for  all  the  universe.'^ 

*'  Not  I,  indeed,  Julian,"  said  his  mother  ;  "  there  I 
was  for  certain,  but  as  useless  a  part  of  the  garrison — ^" 

"  You  forget,"  said  the  Countess,  "  you  nursed  our 
hospital,  and  made  lint  for  the  soldiers'  wounds." 

*'  But  did  not  papa  come  to  help  you  ?*  said  Jufiao. 

"  Papa  came  at  last,"  said  the  Countess,  **  and  so  did 
Prince  Rupert — but  not,  I  think,  till  they  were  bolii 
heartily  wished  for. — Do  you  remember  that  momingi 
Margaret,  when  the  roundheaded  knaves,  that  kept  us  pent 
up  so  long,  retreated  without  bag  or  baggage,  at  the  fint 
glance  of  the  Prince's  standards  appearing  on  the  hill*^ 
and  how  you  took  every  high-crested  captain  you  saw  (°ar 
Peveril  of  the  Peak,  that  had  been  your  partner  thre« 
mouths  before  at  the  Queen's  mask  ?    Nay,  never  W**^^ 
for  the  thought  of  it — it  was  an  honest  affection — ^^^ 
though  it  was  the  music  of  trumpets  that  accompani^ 
you  both  to  the  old  chapel,  which  was  almost  entire '^ 
ruined  by  the  enemy's  bullets  ;  and  though  Prince  R  ^^ 
pert,  when  he  gave  you  away  at  the  altar,  was  clad  in  bc^ 
and  bandalier,  with  pistols  in  his  belt,  yet  I  trust 
warlike  signs  were  no  type  of  future  discord  ?'* 

**  Heaven  iias  been  kind  to  me,"  said  Lady   Pcveri 
^'  in  blessing  me  with  an  aflbctionate  husband." 

*'  And  in  preserving  him  to  you,"  said  the  Countess 
with  a  deep  sigh  ;  *'  while  mine,  alas  !  sealed  with  hi 
blood  his  devotion  to  his  king^— O,  had  lie  lived  to  see 
this  day  !" 

"  Alas  !  alas  !  that  he  was  not  permitted  !"  ans^vered 
Lady  Peveril  ;  ^'  how  had  that  brave  and  noble  Earl  re- 
joired  in  the  unhoped-for  redemption  of  our  captivity  !'* 

The  C'ountess  looked  on  Lady  Peveril  with  an  air  of 
surprise. 
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*'  Tiiou  hast  not  then  heord,  cousin,  how  it  stands  with 
our  house  ? — How  indeed  had  my  noble  lord  wondered, 
had  he  been  told  that  the  very  nionarch  for  whom  he  hacl 
laid  down  his  noble  life  on  tlie  scaffold  at  Bolton-le-Moor, 
should  make  it  his  Grst  act  of  restored  monarchy  to  com- 
plete the  destruction  of  our  property,  already  well  nigh 
ruined  in  the  royal  cause,  and  to  persecute  mc  his  widow !" 
"  You  astonish  me,  madam  !"  said  the  Lady  Pevcril ; 
"  it  cannot  he,  that  you — that  you,  the  wife  of  the  gallant, 
the  faithful,  tlic  murdered  EnrI — ^}'ou.  Countess  of  Der- 
by, and  Queen  in  Alan — you,  who  took  on  you  even  the 
character  of  a  soldier,  and  seemed  a  man  when  so  many 
men  proved  women — that  tou  should  sustain  evil  from  the 
event  which  has  fulfill'jd — exceeded — the  hopes  of  every 
faithful  subjc*ct — it  cannot  be  !" 

^'  Thou  art  as  simple,  I  sec,  in  this  world's  knowledge 

as  ever,  my  fair  cousin,"  answered  the  Countess.     "  This 

Restoration,  which  has  given  others  security,  has  placed 

me  in  danger — ^this  change  which  relieved  ^ther  royalists, 

soarce  Ies8  zealous,  I  presume  to  think,  than  I — has  sent 

rne  here  a  fugitive,  and  in  concealment,  to  beg  shelter 

and  assistance  from  you,  fair  cousin." 

"  From  me,"  answered  the  Lady  Peveril — *•  from  me, 

Ijose  youth  your  kindness  sheltered — from   the   wife  of 

cveril,  your  gallant  lord's  companion  in  arms — you  have 

&     rii^ht  to  command  every  thing  ;  but,  alas  !  that  you 

^^'j'jnld  need  such  assistance  as  I  can  remier — forgive  ine, 

^*«  11  it  seems  like  some  ill-omened  vision  of  the  vivAix. — 1 

'  5>ten  to  your  words  as  if  1  hoped  to  be  relieved  from  their 

pJ^inful  import  by  awaking." 

"  It  is  indeed  a  dream — a  vision,"  said  the  Countess 

*^«    Derby  ;  "  but  it  needs  no  seer  to  read  it — the  expluna- 

^*^^n  hath  been  long  since   given — Put  not  your  faiih  i:i 

P'"iiiccs.      1  can  soon  remove  your  surprise. — This  gen- 

^^^Mnan,  your  friend,  is  doubtless  honest  ?" 

The  Lady  Peveril  well  knew  that  the  Cavaliers,  like 
**Uicr  factions,  usurped  to  ihemsclvcs  the   exclusive  de- 
nomination of  the  honest  ])nrry,  and  she  felt  some  difliculty 
7     vol*.   I. 
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in  explaining  that  her  visiter  was  not  honest  in  that 
of  the  word. 

"  Had  we  not  better  retire,  madam,"  she  said  to  d 
Countess,  rising,  as  if  in  order  to  attend  her.  But  ih 
Countess  retained  her  seat. 

'^  It  was  but  a  question  of  habit,''  she  said  ;  "  the  gsi 
ticman's  principles  are  nothing  to  me,  for  what  I  hate  I 
tell  you  is  widely  biased,  and  I  care  not  who  bears  m; 
share  of  it.  You  remember — ^}'ou  must  have  heard,  h 
I  think  Margaret  Stanley  would  not  be  indiflercnt  to  aq 
fate — that  after  my  husband's  murder  at  Bolton,  1  tool 
up  the  standard  which  he  never  dropped  until  his  death 
and  displayed  it  with  my  own  hand  in  our  Sovereignty  ai 
Man." 

"  I  did  indeed  hear  so,  madam,"  said  the  Lady  Pew- 
ril  ;  ^'  and  that  you  had  bidden  a  bold  deBance  to  tbe 
rebel  government,  even  after  all  other  parts  of  Britain  hii 
submitted  to  them.  My  husband.  Sir  Geoffrey,  deap- 
ed  at  one  time  to  have  gone  to  your  assistance  with  soai8 
few  followers ;  but  we  learned  that  the  island  was  render- 
ed to  the  Parliament  party,  and  tliat  you,  dearest  ladfi 
were  thrown  into  prison." 

'^  But  you  heard  not,"  said  the  Countess,  "  how  th>' 
disaster  befell  me. — Margaret,  I  would  have  held  out  lb* 
island  against  the  knaves  as  long  as  the  sea  continued  ^ 
flow  around  it.  Till  the  shoals  which  surround  it  had  b< 
come  safe  anchorage — ^till  its  precipices  had  melted  benea^ 
the  sunshine — till  of  all  its  strong  abodes  and  castles,  la 
one  stone  remained  u]>on  another,  would  I  have  defend! 
against  these  villanous  hypocritical  re1)els  my  dear  his 
liand's  hereditary  dominion.  The  little  kingdom  of  Ms 
should  have  been  yielded  only  when  not  an  ann  was  le 
to  wield  a  sword,  not  a  finger  to  draw  a  trigger  in  its  di 
fence.  But  treachery  did  what  force  could  never  hai 
done.  When  we  had  foiled  various  attempts  upon  tl 
island  by  ojion  force — treason  accomplished  what  Blak 
and  I^i\v>u)n,  with  their  (loutinp; castles,  had  found  too  ha: 
ardour  an  entcrpri'/e — ii  base  rebel,  whom  we  had  nur 
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)ur  own  bosoms,  betrayed  us  to  tbe  enemj.     Tin's 

I  uras  named  Christian *' 

jor  Bridgenonli  started  and  turned  towards  the 
•r,  but  instantly  seemed  to  recollect  bimseir,  and 
averted  his  face.  The  Countess  proceeded,  with- 
iticing  the  interruption,  which,  however,  ratlier  siir- 

Lady  Pcveril,  who  was  acquainted  with  her  neigh- 
i  general  habits  of  indifTurence  and  apatliy,  and 
ore  tbe  more  surprised  at  his  testifying  such  sudden 
otns  of  interest.  She  would  once  again  have  mov- 
5  Countess  to  retire  to  another  apartment,  but  Lady 
J  proceeded  with  too  much  vehemence  to  endure  in- 
rtion. 

his  Christian/'  slie  said,  "had  eat  of  my  lord  liis  sov- 
I's  bread,  and  drunk  of  his  cup,  even  from  cliildhood 
his  fathers  had  been  faithful  servants  to  the  bouse  of 
and  Derby,  lie  himself  had  fought  bmvely  by  my 
ind*s  side,  and  enjoyed  all  his  confidence  ;  and  when 
irincely  Earl  was  martyred  by  the  rebels,  he  re- 
nended  to  me,  amongst  other  instructions  communi- 
I  in  the  last  message  I  received  from  him,  to  continue 
oufidence  in  Christian's  fidelity.  I  obeyed,  although 
"er  loved  the  man.  He  was  cold  and  phlegmatic, 
nterly  devoid  of  that  sacred  fire  wliicli  is  the  incen- 
0  noble  dee<ls,  suspected  too  of  leaning  to  the  cold 
physics  of  cnlvinistic  subtlety.       But  he  was  brave, 

and  experienced,  and,  as  the  event  proved,  )>os- 
d  but  too  mtich  interest  with  the  islanders.  Wiien 
•  rude  people  saw  themselves  without  hope  of  relief, 
iressed  liy  a  blockade,  which  brought  want  and  dis- 
iato  their  island,  they  began  to  fall  off  from  the  faith 
h  they  had  hitherto  shown.** 

What  !"  said  the  Lady  Peveril,  "  could  they  forj^et 
was  due  to  the  widow  of  their  benefactor — she  who 
ihared  with  the  generous  Derby  the  task  of  bettering 
condition  ?*' 

Do  not  blame  them,"  said  the  Countess  ;  "  the 
herd  acted  but  according  to  their  kind — ^in  present 
?ss  they  forgot  former  benefits,  and,  iiursed  in  lUevY 
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earthen  liovcls,  with  spirits  suited  to  their  dwelliags,  lliej 
were  incapable  of  feeling  the  glory  which  is  attached  JM 
constancy  in  sufTering.      But  that  Christian  should  have 
iieaded  their  revolt — that  he,  bom  a  gentlemani  aod  bred 
under  my  murdered  Derby's  own  care  in  all  that  wat 
chivalrous  and  noble — that  he  should  have  forget  a  hun- 
dred benefits — wliy  do  1  talk  of  benefits  ? — that  he  slnold 
have  forgotten  that  kindly  intercourse  which  binds  man  lo 
man  far  more  than  the  reciprocity  of  obligation — that  be 
should  have  headed  the  rufQans  who  broke  suddenly  iolD 
my  apartment — immured  me  with  my  infants  in  one  of 
my  own  castles,  and  assumed  or  usurped  the  tyranny  of 
the  island — that  this  should  have  been  done  by  WiUiaa 
Christian,  my  vassal,  my  servant,  my  friend,  was  a  deed 
of  ungrateful  treachery,  which  even  this  age  of  trcaiQB 
will  scarcely  parallel !" 

"  And  you  were  tlien  imprisoned,"   said  the  Li^f 
Peveril,  "  and  in  your  own  sovereignty  ?" 

"  For  more  than  seven  years  I  have  endured  strict  cap* 
tivity,"  said  the  Countess.      ^'  I  was  indeed  offered  foy 
liberty,  and  even  some  means  of  support,  if  I  would  ba^^ 
consented  to  leave  the  island,  and  pledge  my  word  tlia^  * 
would  not  endeavour  to  repossess  my  son  in  his  fatbef  ^ 
rii^hts.     But  they  iittle   knew  the  princely  house  frO*^ 
which  I  s|>rin.g,    and  as  little  the  royal  house  of  Stanl^' 
uliich  I  upliold,  who  hoped  to  humble  Charlotte  of  Tre^' 
ouillo  into  so  base  a  composition.     I  would  rather  ha^ 
starved  in  the  darkest  and  lowest  vault  of  Kushin  Caslf  ^ 
tJKin  have  consented  to  aught  which  might  diminish    ^ 
one  hair's  breadth  the  rigjit  of  my  son  over  his  father^ 
wjvcreignty." 

"  And  could  not  your  firmness,  in  a  case  where  hop^ 
seemed  lost,  induce  them  to  be  generous,  and  dismal 
you  without  conditions  ?" 

'*  They  knew  me  better  than  thou  dost,  wench,"  an-^ 
Kwercd  the  Countess  ;  ''  once  at  liberty,  I  had  not  bc-.ii 
Ion;;  uithmii  the  means  of  disturbing  their  usurpatioDy 
and  (Hiri.nian  would  have  as  soon  uncaged  a  lioness  to 
coiubat  with,  as  have  given  me  the  slightest  (lowcrof 
returning  to  the  struggle  with  him.     But  time  had  liberty 
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Hid  revenge  in  store — >I  liad  still  fricndx  and  parti.<uins  In 

be  island,  tlxiugb  they  were  roin|ielled  to  give  way  to 

the  stonn.     Even  among  the  iHlancIera  at  larve.  niosl  liad 

koen  disappointed  in  tlie  efiWcts  which  tliey  expected  froni 

ibi  chuige  of  poner.     They  were  loaded  with  exactions 

kj  their  new  nuislcn,  their  privileges  were  abridged,  and 

I    Aeir  inununitics  altolisheil,  under  the  pretext  of  reducing; 

dMm  tothe  same  contlltion  with  the  other  subjects  of  thu 

'   pretended  republic.      When   the  news  arrived  of  the 

f  dances  which  were  current  in  Britain,  tliese  sentiments 

;    *ne  privately  communicated  to  me.     Calcott  and  others 

!'  lEled  witii  great  zeai  and  fidelity  ;  and  a  rising,  eficct- 
.  td  u  suddenly  and  efibctually  as  thni  which  had  made  ine 
':  I  nptivp,  placed  me  at  liberty  and  in  possession  of  the 
SarercigHty  of  Man,  as  Regent  for  iny  son,  the  youthful 
Earl  of  Derby.  Do  you  iliink  I  enjoyed  that  so\-creigiity 
bog  niihout  doing  justice  on  that  traitor  Christian  V 

"  How,  madam,"  said  Lady  Peveril,  who,  though  die 
Inew  ilie  high  and  amLitiousi  spirit  of  the  Countess,  scarce 
■MJcipated  the  cittremities  to  which  it  was  capable  of  hur- 
ifioG  ber — "  Have  you  imprisoned  Christian  f" 

"  Ay,  wench — in  that  sure  prison  which  felon  never 
l*eilu  from,"  answered  the  Countess. 

Biidgenorth,  who  bad  huoosibly  approached  them,  and 
>»  listening  wiib  an  agoajr  of  Jnierest  which  lie  was  un- 
■ble  any  longer  to  jappnHr  broke  in  witli  the  stern  ex- 
Hiuiatioii— 

"  Lady,  I  trust  \^ 

The  Countess  MttvpSfi  l""^ 


) 


1  linow  not  i^l^iliyoa  tttt  who  question— and  yon 

i«xr  Dqh^ffwheryyeu^ieakto  me  of  (hat  which  I  dare, 

ypn  soem  interested  in  tlie  fate  of 

ihii  CdlS&0,  find  yoU.»h«U  hair  it. — I  was  no  sooner 

(twed  inpbsstssloii  of  my  rigbUul  Jiower,  than  I  ordered 

ibe  Dempster  of  the  iMaod  to  bolffihBin  the  traitor  a  High 

un  ol' Justice,  with  all  the  lornj^^^  of  the  islc,asprc- 

Iftd  in  iu  oldest  records.    Tlieicfturt  was  lield  in  the 

■Wwwrbefore^ieTJftiia^Pt'lffrfl  the  Keys  of  the  island, 

*B«nWed  under  the  vaulted  cope  of  heaven,  and  seated 

!•      TOL.    I. 
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on  the  terrace  of  llio  Zonwald  Hill,  nhcre  of  old  Vtm 
and  Sculd  livid  tlicir  courts  of  judgment.  Tlie  ciimii 
was  licard  at  length  in  iiis  onii  dcfunce,  whicli  amoanUi 
to  little  more  than  those  sjieciuus  allegations  of  puUc 
constderjtion,  ivliicli  are  ever  URcd  to  colour  tlie  ugly  bstt 
of  treason,  ilu  was  fully  convicted  of  bis  crime,  indhi 
received  the  doom  of  a  traitor." 

"  Dut  which,  I  trust,  is  not  yet  executed  ?"  said  I^ 
Peveril,  not  without  an  invohinisry  shudder. 

'■  You  are  a  fool,  illlargarct,"  aaid  the  Countess  shup- 
)y  ;  "  think  you  1  delayed  such  an  act  of  justice,  uHlil 
some  wretched  intrigues  of  the  new  Eiiglisli  Court  du^ 
liAve  proinpied  their  interference  ?  No,  wencli — he  pwf 
cd  from  the  judgment-scat  to  the  place  of  ezecutioa* 
with  no  farther  delay  than  might  be  necessary  for  biS 
soul's  sake.  He  vas  shot  to  death  by  a  file  of  inusketeo* 
in  the  conuiion  place  of  execution,  called  Hango-bill.^ 

IIridt;enorth  clasped  his  hands  together,  wiung  them^ 
and  groaned  bitterly. 

"  As  you  seem  interested  for  this  criminal,"  added  ib^ 
Countess,  addressing  Bridgenortli,  "  I  do  him  but  ju^" 
lice  in  rejiorting  to  you,  that  his  death  was  Grm  u^ 
manly,  becojnini;  the  general  tenor  of  his  life,  which,  bu* 
for  that  gross  act  of  traitorous  ingratiiiide,  hud  been  fa>^ 
and  honourable.  But  what  of  that  ?  The  hypocrite  is  ' 
suint,  and  the  fulse  truitorv  nao  of-Jionour,  till  opporti'' 
nity,  that  faithful  tuuchstooe*  provfl^  their  oietid  to  b' 
base."  ■* 

"  It  is  false,  woman — il  is  fulse  !"  suid  Bi  idgeuortlr ' 
110  longer  suppressing  Wis  indignation. 

"  W  hat  means  tlils  bennitg,  Makier  Britkeiiorlli  }^ 
said  Lady  Poveril,  ii;uch  surprised.  '*  Wlniv  is  this 
Christian  to  yon,  th:it  you  should  insult  the  Cou^te^  of' 
Derby  under  my  roof?" 

'*  Speak  not  to  me  of  Couirtowei  and  of  ceremonies," 
said  Bridgcnorth  ;  **  gnef  uai  wawtr  letva  me  aoJeiaim 
for  idle  observances,  te  bumoar  m  naky  of  antgjnum, 
children. — O  '"liri  linn— rmlli]-  rrTlTriTlTij-|f  ihtMMrti 
lliou  didst  bear  I  My  friend — my  brother — the  brother  of 
my  blc^sci  .\li(-c- — the  only  friend  of  my  desolate  estate  > 
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art  thou  then  cruelly  murdered  by  a  female  fury,  who,  but 

for  thee,  had  deservedly  paid  witli  her  own  blood  that  of 

God's  ssiints,  which  she,  as  well  as  her  tyrant  husband, 

had  spilled   like  water  ! — Yes,  cruel    njurderess  !"  he 

continued,  addressing  the  Countess,    **  he  whom  thou 

bast  butchered  in  thy  insane  vengeapce,  sacriGed  for  many 

a  ye&r  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience  to  the  interest 

of  thy  family,  and  did  not  desert  it  till  thy  frantic  zeal  for 

royalty  had  well  nigh  brought  to  utter  perdition  the  little 

community  in  which  he  was  born.     Even  in  confining 

thee,  be  acted  but  as  tiie  friends  of  the  madman,  who 

bind  him  with  iron  for  his  own  preservation  ;  and  for  thee, 

«s  I  can  bear  witness,  he  was  the  only  barrier  between 

Jihee  and  the  wrath  of  the  Commons  of  England  ;    and 

iiul  for  Iris  earnest  remonstrances,  thou  hadst  suffered  tlio 

j)cnalty  of  thy  malignancy,  even  like  the  wicked  wife  of 

^hab." 

**  Master  Bridgenortli,"  said  Lady  Pevcril,  '*  I  will 
allow  for  your  impatience  upon  hearing  these  unpleas- 
K  ng  tidings  ;  but  there  is  neither  use  nor  propriety  in  far- 
K.ljer  urging  tliis  question.  If  in  your  grief  you  forget 
c^tlier  restraints,  1  pray  you  to  remember  that  the  Couut- 
E^ss  is  my  guest  and  kinswoman,  and  is  under  such  pro- 
L<:ciion  as  1  can  afford  her.  I  beseech  you^  in  simple 
crourtesy,  to  withdraw,  as  what  must  needs  be  the  best 
a  sid  most  becoming  course  in  these  trying  circumstances." 
"  Nay,  let  him  remain,"-  said  the  Countess,  regarding 
Ijiin  with  composure,  not  unminglcd  with  triumph  ;  "  I 
r-ould  nof  have  it  otherwise  ;  1  would  not  that  my  re- 
LTC^nge  should  be  summed  up  in  the  stinted  gratification 
uvbich  Christian's  death  hath  aflbrded.  This  man's  rude 
and  clamorous  grief  only  proves  tliat  the  retribution  I  have 
dcah  has  been  more  widely  felt  than  by  the  wretched 
sufferer  himself.  I  would  I  knew  that  it  had  but  made 
sore  as  many  rebel  hearts,  as  there  were  loyal  breasts  af- 
flicted by  the  death  of  my  princely  Derby !" 

"  So  please  you,  madam,"  said  Lady  Pcveril,  "  since 
Master  Bridgenorlh  hath  not  the  manners  to  leave  us  upon 
«ny  request,  we  will,  if  your  ladyship  lists,  leave  him,  and 
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retire  to  my  apartment. — Farewell,  Master  Bridgenoidi ; 
we  will  meet  hereafter  on  better  terms." 

**  Pardon  me,  madam,"  said  the  Major,  wlio  had  beeo 
striding  hastily  through  tlie  room,  but  now  stood  fast,  and 
drew  himself  up,  as  one  who  has  taken  a  resolutioo  ^-^ 
**  to  yourself  I  have  nothing  to  say  but  what  is  respectful ; 
but  to  this  woman  I  must  speak  as  a  magistrate.  She 
lias  confessed  a  nmrder  in  my  presence— the  murder  too 
of  my  brotiier*in-law — as  a  man,  and  as  a  magistrate,  I 
cannot  permit  lier  to  |miss  from  hence,  excepting  under 
SMch  custody  as  may  prevent  her  fartlier  flight.  She  has 
already  ccmfesscd  that  slie  is  a  fugitive,  and  in  search  of 
a  place  of  concealment,  until  slie  should  be  able  to  es- 
cape into  foreign  parts. — Charbtte,  Countess  of  Derby, 
I  attach  thee  of  tlic  crime  of  wliich  thou  hast  but  now 
made  thy  boast." 

"  I  shall  not  obey  your  arrest,"  said  the  Countess, 
composedly ;  **  I  was  born  to  give,  but  not  to  receive 
such  orders.  What  have  your  English  laws  to  do  with 
my  act^  of  Justice  and  of  government,  witliin  my  son's 
hcreditaiy  kingdom  ?  Am  I  not  Queen  in  Man,  as  well 
as  Countess  of  Dciby  >  A  feudatory  Sovereign  indeed ; 
but  yet  independent  so  long  as  my  dues  of  homage  are 
duly  discharged.     What  right  can  you  assert  over  me  ?* 

"  That  given  by  the  precept  of  scripture,"  answered 
Bridgenorth— "  *  Wlioso  spilleth  man's  blood,  by  man 
shall  his  blood  be  spilled.'  Think  not  that  the  barbarous 
privileges  of  ancient  feudal  customs  will  avail  to  screen 
you  from  the  pnuishinent  due  for  an  Englishman  murder- 
ed upon  pretexts  inconsistent  with  the  act  of  indemnity." 

"  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  Lady  Pevcril,  « if  hj 
fair  terms  you  desist  not  from  your  present  purpose,  I  tell 
you  that  1  neither  dare,  nor  will,  permit  any  violence 
agamst  this  honourable  lady,  within  the  walls  of  mv  hus- 
band's Castle."  ^ 

"  You  will  find  yourself  unable  to  prevent  me  from 
executing  my  duty,  madam,"  said  Bridgenorili,  whose 
native  obstinacy  now  came  in  aid  of  his  grief  and  desire 
of  revenge  j  "  I  am  a  mngislratc,  and  act  by  authority." 
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"  I  know  not  tlial,"  said  l^iy  Peveril.     "  Tliat  you 

were  a  magistrate,  Master  Biidgcnortl),  under  (lie  lale 
usurping  powers,  I  know  well  ;  but  till  I  hear  of  your 
liiving  a  coinmision  iu  ilie  name  of  tlic  King,  I  rioiv  hesi- 
tate to  obey  you  as  sucli." 

"  I  shall  sianil  on  small  ceremony,"  said  Bridgenortli. 
**  Were  I  no  magistrate,  every  man  has  title  to  arrest  for 
murder  against  tlie  terms  of  ihc  indemnities  held  out  by 
the  King's  proclamations,  and  I  will  make  my  point  good." 
"  Wlial  tndemaiiics  P  What  proclamations  i"  said  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  indignantly.  "  Charles  Stuart  may, 
if  he  pleases,  (and  it  doth  seem  to  please  him,)  consort 
with  (hose  whose  hands  have  been  red  wirii  the  blood, 
■ud  blackened  with  the  plunder,  of  his  father  and  of  his 
loyal  subjects.  He  may  forgive  tliem  if  he  will,  and 
couQt  tlidr  deeds  good  scrvire.  What  has  that  to  do  wltli 
(his  Christian's  offence  against  me  and  mine  ?  Born  a 
Maiiksman — bred  and  nursed  in  (he  island — he  broke  tho 
laws  under  which  he  lived,  and  died  for  the  breach  of 
them,  after  the  fair  trial  which  they  allowed. — Metliinks, 
Margaret,  we  have  enough  of  this  peevish  and  foolish 
magistrate — I  attend  you  to  your  apartment." 

Major  Bridgenorth  placed  himself  betwixt  them  and 
the  door,  in  a  manner  which  showed  him  determined  to 
interrupt  llieir  passage  ;  wlien  the  Lady  Peveril,  who 
thought  she  had  already  shown  more  deference  to  hun 
in  ibis  matter  ihan  her  husband  was  likely  lo  approve  of, 
raised  her  voice,  and  called  loudly  on  her  steward,  Wlilla- 
kiT.  That  alert  person,  who  had  heard  high  talking,  and 
a  female  voice  with  which  he  was  unacquainted,  had  re- 
mained for  several  minutes  stationed  in  tlie  anteroom, 
n>uch  a^icted  with  the  anxiety  of  Ids  own  curiosity.  Of 
course  be  entered  in  an  instant. 

**  Let  lliree  of  the  men  instantly  take  arms,"  said  his 
lady  ;  "  bring  them  into  the  aiiicroom,  and  wait  my  fat- 
Iher  orders." 
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Too  riwU  hmrt  bo  wone  prim  Ihu  ny  thmmbatf 
Nor  JaUor  tban  myaeli: 

Ths  command  which  Lady  Peveril  laid  on  her  do- 
mestics to  arm  themselves,  was  so  unlike  the  usual  gentle 
acquiescence  of  her  manners,  tliat  Major  Bridgenorth 
was  astonished.  "  How  meaa  you,  madam  ?**  said  be  ; 
*^  I  thought  myself  under  a  friendly  roof.** 

*<  And  you  are  so,  Master  Bridgenorth,**  said  the  Lady 
Peveril,  without  departing  from  the  natural  calmness  of 
her  voice  and  manner  ;  **  but  it  is  a  roof  which  must  not 
be  violated  by  the  outrage  of  one  friend  against  another." 

**  It  is  well,  madam,*'  said  Bridgenorth,  turning  to  the 
door  of  the  apartment.  **  The  worthy  Master  Solsgrace 
lias  already  foretold,  that  the  time  was  returned  when 
high  houses  and  proud  names  should  be  once  more  an 
excuse  for  the  crimes  of  those  who  inhabit  the  one  and 
bear  the  other.  I  believed  him  not,  but  now  see  he  is 
wiser  than  L  Yet  think  not  I  will  endure  this  tamely. 
The  blood  of  my  brother— of  the  friend  of  my  bosom-^ 
shall  not  long  call  from  the  altar,  *  How  long,  O  Lord, 
how  long !'  If  there  is  one  spark  of  justice  left  in  this 
unhappy  England,  that  proud  woman  and  I  shall  meet 
where  she  can  have  no  partial  friend  to  protect  her.'* 

So  saying,  he  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment,  when 
Lady  Peveril  said,  "  You  depart  not  from  this  place. 
Master  Bridgenortli,  unless  you  give  roe  your  word  to  re* 
Dounce  all  purpose  against  the  noble  Countess's  liberty 
upon  the  present  occasion.'* 

"  I  would  sooner,"  he  answered,  "  subscribe  to  my 
own  dishonour,  madam,  written  down  in  express  words, 
thaii  to  any  such  composition.  If  any  man  offers  to  in- 
terrupt me,  hb   blood  be  on   his   head!"      As  Major 
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Bridgenorlli  spoke,  Whilaker  tbrew  open  the  door,  and 
showed  that,  ivitli  the  alertness  of  an  old  soldier,  who  was 
Dol  displeased  at  seeing  things  lend  once  more  towards  a 
Mate  of  warfare,  he  had  got  with  liiin  four  stout  felkms  in 
tlie  Knight  of  the  Peak's  livery,  well  armed  with  swords 
and  carabines,  buff-coats,  and  pialoU  at  their  girdles.    ' 

"  I  will  see,"  said  Major  Bridgenorlh,  "  if  any  of 
these  men  be  so  desperate  as  to  stop  me,  a  free-Mtra 
Englishman,  and  a  magistrate,  in  the  tlischarge  of  my 
duly." 

So  saying,  lie  advanced  upon  Wliitaker  and  bis  armed 
assistants,  with  his  baud  on  the  hilt  of  his  sword. 

**  Do  not  be  so  desperate,  Master  Bridgenortb,"  ex- 
claimed Lady  Peveril  ;  and  added,  in  the  same  moment, 
"  Lay  hold  -upon,  and  disarm  him,  Wliitaker  ;  but  do 
lu'in  no  injury." 

Her  commands  were  obeyed.  Bridgenortb,  though  8 
man  of  moral  resolution,  was  not  one  of  those  who  ui>- 
dertake  to  cope  in  person  with  odds  of  a  description  so 
formidable.  He  half  drew  his  sword,  and  offered  sucli 
show  of  resistance  as  made  it  necessary  to  secure  him  by 
■dual  force  ;  but  then  yielded  up  his  weapon,  and  du- 
clared,  that,  submitting  to  force  which  one  man  was  una- 
ble to  resist,  he  made  those  who  commanded,  and  who 
employed  it,  responsible  for  assailing  his  liberty  without  a 
legal  warrant. 

"  Never  mind  a  worrant  on  a  pinch,  Master  Bndge- 
nortli,"'  said  old  Wliitaker  ;  "  sure  enough  you  have  often 
acted  ii[K)n  a  worse  yourself.  My  lady's  word  is  as  good 
a  warrant,  sure,  as  Old  Noll's  commission  ;  and  you  bore 
that  many  a  day.  Master  Bridgenortti,  and,  moreover, 
you  laid  iiie  in  the  stocks  for  drinking  the  King's  health, 
Ala'tler  Bridgenorth,  and  never  cared  a  fartliing  about  the 
laws  of  England." 

"  Hold  your  saucy  tongue,  Whitaker,"  said  the  Lady 
Pevuril ;  "  and  do  you,  Master  Bridgenorth,  not  take  it  to 
heart  thai  you  are  deuined  prisoner  for  a  few  hours,  until 
th(i  CuuniL'SS  of  DL'rhy  cnn  have  nuiliing  to  fear  from 
your  imrsuil.  I  could  easily  send  an  escort  with  her  iha: 
iii^ht  bid    defiance  to  any  force  you  could  nraalci  \  \ik&. 
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I  ivisli,  Heaven  knows^  to  bury  die  remembrance  of  oH 
riril  dissensions,  not  to  awaken  new.  Once  more,  wil 
you  think  better  on  it — assume  your  sword  again,  imf 
forgot  wliom  you  have  now  seen  at  Afartindale  Castle  ?** 

"  Never  !"  said  Bridgenorth.  "  The  crime  of  this 
cruel  woman  will  be  the  last  of  human  injuries  which  I 
can  forget.  The  last  tliouglit  of  earthly  kind  wbidi  wS 
leave  me,  will  be  the  desire  that  justice  shall  be  doQe  oa 
her." 

**  If  such  be  your  sentiments,"   said   Lady  Peverili   • 
**  though  they  are  more  allied  to  revenge  than  to  jusdce« 
I  must  provide  for  my  friend's  safety,  by  putting  restnif^ 
upon  your  person.      In  this  room  you  will  be  sapplie<^ 
with  every  necessary  of  life,  and  every  convenience  ^ 
and  a  message  shall  relieve  your  domestics  of  the  anxiet^' 
which  your  absence  from  the  Hall  is  not  unlikely  to  oo"'^ 
casion.    When  a  few  hours,  at  most  two  days,  are  over^ 
I  will  myself  relieve  you  from  con6nement,  and  demaoa 
your  pardon  for  now  acting  as  your  obstinacy  compels  ma 
to  do," 

The  Major  made  no  answer,  but  that  'he  was  in  her 
hands,  and  must  submit  to  her  pleasure ;  and  then  turn- 
ed sullenly  to  the  window,  as  if  desirous  to  be  rid  of 
their  presence. 

The  Countess  and  the  Lady  Peveril  left  the  apartment 
arm  in  arm  ;  and  the  lady  issued  forth  her  directions  to 
Whitaker  concerning  the  mode  in  which  she  was  desirous 
that  Bridgenorth  should  be  guarded  and  treated  during 
his  tem})orary  confinement  ;  at  the  same  time  explaining 
to  him,  that  the  safety  of  the  Countess  of  Derby  required 
that  he  should  be  closely  watched. 

In  all  proposals  for  the  prisoner's  scciirity,  such  as  the 
regular  relief  of  guards,  and  the  like,  Whitaker  joyfully 
acquiesced,  and  undertook,  body  for  body,  that  he  should 
]ye  detained  in  captivity  for  tiie  necessary  period.  But 
the  old  steward  was  not  half  so  docile  when  it  came  to 
be  considered  iiow  the  captive's  bedding  and  table  sliould 
be  supplied  ;  and  he  thouf^lit  Lady  Peveril  displayed  a 
very  undue  drgroo  of  attention  to  her  prisoner's  com- 
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Ibrts.  "  I  wRrrant/*  he  said,  "  that  the  cuci  oUf 
Roundhead  ate  enough  of  our  fat  beef  yesterday  to  serve 
him  for  a  month  ;  and  a  little  fasting  will  do  his  health 
good.  Marry,  for  drink,  he  shall  have  plenty  of  cold 
water  to  cool  his  hot  liver,  which  I  will  be  bound  is  still 
hissing  with  the  strong  liquors  of  yesterday.  And  as  for 
bedding,  there  arc  the  fine  dry  boards — more  wholesome 
than  the  wet  straw  I  lay  upon  when  I  was  in  tlie  stocks,  I 
trow." 

"  Whitaker,"  said  the  lady,  peremptorily,  "  I  desire  you 
to  provide  Master  Bridgenorth's  bedding  and  food  in  tho 
way  I  have  already  signified  to  you  ;  and  to  behave  your- 
self towards  him  in  all  civility." 

"  Lack-a-day  !  yes,  my  lady,"  said  Whitaker ;  "  you 
shall  have  all  your  directions  punctually  obeyed  ;  but,  as 
an  old  servant,  I  cannot  but  speak  my  mind." 

The  ladies  retired  after  this  conference  with  tlie  stew- 
ard in  the  antechamber,  and  were  soon  seated  in  anoth- 
^sr  apartment,  which  was  peculiarly  dedicated  to  the  use 
of  tlie  mistress  of  the  mansion — having,  on  the  one  side, 
Access  to  the  family  bed-room ;  and,  on  tlie  other,  to  the 
^till*room  which  communicated  with  the  garden.  There 
^^as  also  a  small  door  which,  ascending  a  few  steps,  led  to 
tliat  balcony,  already  mentioned,  that  overhung  the  kitch- 
c?n  ;  and  tlie  same  passage,  by  a  separate  door,  admitted  to 
llie  principal  gallery  in  the  chapel ;  so  that  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  affairs  of  the  Castle  were  placed  almost  at  once 
within  reach  of  the  same  regulating  and  directing  eye.^ 

In  the  tapestried  room,  from  which  issued  tliese  various 
sally-ports,  the  Countess  and  Lady  Peverll  were  speedily 
seated  ;    and  tlie  former,  smiling  upon  the  latter,  said,  as 
elie  took  her  hand,    "  Two  things  have  happened  to-day 
which  might  have  surprised  me,  if  anything  ought  to  sur- 
prise! me  in  such  times  ; — the  first  is,  that  yonder  round- 
iieaded   fellow  should  have  dared  to  use  such  insolence 
in  tilt'  house  of  Peveril  of  the  Peiik.      If  your  husband 
u  yet  the  same  honest  and  downright  cavalier  whom  I 
oace  know,  and  had  chanced  to  be  at  home,  he  would 
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have  thrown  the  knave  out  of  window.  Dut  wbat  I 
der  at  still  more,  IVlargarct,  is  your  generalship.  I  baidlf 
thought  you  had  courage  sufficient  to  have  taken  such  d^ 
cided  measures,  after  keeping  on  terms  with  the  man  so 
long.  When  lie  spoke  of  justices  and  warrants,  yoa 
looked  so  overawed  that  I  tliought  I  felt  the  clutch  of  ths 
parish-beadles  on  my  shoulder,  to  drag  me  to  prison  aia 
vagrant." 

'*  We  owe  Master  Bridgenorih  some  deference,  my 
dearest  lady,"  answered  the  Lady  Peveril  ;  **  he  btf 
served  us  often,  and  kindly,  in  these  late  times  ;  bi 
neitlier  he,  nor  any  one  else,  shall  insult  the  Countess  flf 
Derby  in  the  house  of  Margaret  Stanley." 

'*  Thou  art  become  a  perfect  heroine,  Margaret,"  re- 
plied the  Countess. 

*^  Two  sieges,  and  alarms  innumerable,"  said  Isif 
Peveril,  *'  may  have  taught  me  presence  of  mind.  Mf 
courage  is,  I  believe,  as  slender  as  ever." 

"  Presence  of  mind  is  courage,"  answered  the  Counl^ 
ess.  "  Real  valour  consists  not  in  being  insensible  to  dan-' 
ger,  but  in  being  prompt  to  confront  and  disarm  it 
we  may  have  present  occasion  for  all  that  we 
she  added,  with  some  slight  emotion,  **  for  I  hear  tiia 
trampling  of  horses'  stepson  the  pa  vement  of  the  court.* 
In  one  moment,  the  boy  Julian,  breathless  with  joy,  came 
ilying  into  the  room,  to  say  that  papa  was  returned,  with 
I^iniin;;ton  and  Sam  Brewer ;  and  that  he  was  himself  to 
lide  Black  Hastings  to  the  stable.  In  the  second,  the 
tramp  of  the  honest  Knight's  heavy  jack-boots  was  beard, 
as,  in  his  haste  to  sec  his  lady,  he  ascended  the  staircase 
by  two  steps  at  a  time.  He  burst  into  tlie  room  ;  hit 
manly  countenance  and  disordered  dress  showing  marics 
that  he  had  been  riding  fast  ;  and  without  looking  to  any 
one  else,  caught  his  c^ood  lady  in  his  arms,  and  kissed  her 
a  dozen  of  times. — Blushinji;,  and  with  some  diflicultyy 
Lady  Peveril  cxtriialcd  herself  from  Sir  Geoffrey's  arms ; 
and  in  a  voice  of  bashful  and  gentle  rebuke,  bid  him,  for 
^hame,  observe  who  was  in  tlie  room. 
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■ 

**  Oiie,"   said  the  Countess^  advancing  to  hiin,  "  who 
is  right  glad  to  see  that  Sir  Geoflrey  Peveril,  though  turn- 
ed courtier  and  favourite,  still  values  the  treasure  which 
she  had  some  share  in  bestowing  upon  him.     You  cannot 
have  forgot  the  raising  of  the  leaguer  of  Lai  ham-house?'' 
"  The  noble  Countess  of  Derby  !"  said  Sir  Geoffrey, 
doffing  his  plumed  hat  with  an  air  of  deep  deference,  and 
kissing  with  much  reverence  the  hand  which  she  held  out 
to  liini ;    'M  am  as  glad  to  see  your  ladyship  in  my  poor 
bouse,  as  I  would  be  to  hear  that  they  had  found  a  vein 
of  lead  in  the  Brown  Tor.     I  rode  hard,  in  the  hope  of 
bemg  your  escort  tiirough  the  country.     I  feared  you 
might  have  fallen  into  bad  hands,  hearing  there  was  a 
kuave  sent  out  with  a  warrant  from  the  Council." 
"  When  heard  you  so  ?  and  from  whom  ? 
"  It  was  from  Cholmondley  of  Vale-Royal,"  said  Sir  Ge- 
ofiery  ;  '^he  is  come  down  to  make  provision  for  your  safety 
through  Cheshire  ;  and  I  promised  to  bring  you  there  in 
safety.      Prince  Rupert,  Ormond,  and  other  friends,  do 
not  doubt  the  matter  will  be  driven  to  a  fine  ;    but  (hey 
say  the  Chancellor,  and  Harry  Bcnnet,  and  some  others 
of  the  over-sea  counsellors,  are  furious  at  what  tlicy  call 
a  breach  of  the  King's  proclamation.     Hang-thcm,  say  I ! 
^hey  left  us  to  bear  all  the  beating ;  and  now  tliey  are 
incensed  tiiat  we  should  wish  to  clear  scores  with  those 
who  rode  us  like  night-marcs  !" 

^  What  did  they  talk  of  for  my  chastisement  ?"  said 
the  Countess. 

'*  1  wot  not,"  said  Sur  Geoffrey  ;  "  some  friends,  as  I 
laid,  from  our  kind  Cheshire,  and  others,  tried  to  bring  it 
to  a  fine ;  but  some,  again,  spoke  of  nothing  but  the 
Tower,  and  a  long  imprisonment." 

^  I  have  suflTored  imprisonment  long  enough  for  King 
Charles's  sake,"  said  the  Countess  ;  ''  and  have  no  mind 
to  undergo  it  at  his  hand.  Besides,  if  I  am  removed 
from  the  personal  superintendence  of  my  son's  dominions 
in  Man,  I  know  not  what  new  usurpation  may  be  attempt- 
^  tlicrc.    .  1  must  be  obliged  to  you,  cousin,  to  contrive 
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that  I  may  get  in  security  to  Vale-Royal,  and  fi 
I  kjfiow  I  shall  be  guarded  safely  to  Liverpool. 

*^  You  may  rely  on  my  guidance  and  protec 
lady,"  answered  her  host,   ^*  though  you  had 
at  midnight,  and  with  the  rogue's  head  in  your 
Judith  in  the  Holy  Apocrypha,  which  I  joy  to 
more  read  in  churches." 

^  Do  the  gcntiy  resort  much  to  the  Court  ? 
kdy. 

"  Ay,  madam,"  replied  Sir  Geoffrey ;   **  ai 
ing  to  our  saying,  when  miners  do  begin  to  boi 
parts,  it  is  for  the  Grace  of  God^  and  what 
may  findJ^ 

**  Meet  the  old  Cavaliers  with  much  couo 
continued  the  Countess. 

**  Faith,  madam,  to  speak  truth,"  replied  tl 
^  the  King  hath  so  gracious  a  manner,  that  it  m 
man's  hopes  blossom,  though  we  have  seen  bi 
have  ripened  into  fruit." 

^*  You  have  not,  yourself,  my  cousin,"  am 
Countess,  *'  had  room  to  complain  of  ingratitud 
Few  have  less  deserved  it  at  the  King's  hand." 

Sir  Geoffrey  was  unwilling,  like  most  pruder 
to  own  the  existence  of  expectations  which  fa 
fallacious,  yet  had  too  little  art  in  his  character 
his  disappointment  entirely.  "  Who  ?  I,  mai 
said  ;  **  Alas  !  what  should  a  poor  country  kni| 
from  the  King,  besides  the  pleasure  of  seeii 
Whitehall  once  more,  and  enjoying  his  own  ag; 
his  Majesty  was  very  gracious  when  I  was  pres< 
spoke  to  me  of  Worcester,  and  of  my  horse  BI 
logs— he  had  foreot  his  name  though — faith, 
too,  1  believe,  had  not  Prince  Rupert  whisp 
him.  And  I  saw  some  old  friends,  such  as  his 
Qrmond,  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale,  Sir  Ph 
grave,  and  so  ibrtli ;  and  had  a  jolly  rouse  or  t 
tune  of  old  tunes." 

*^  I  should  have  thought  so  many  wounds  rec 
many  dangers  rbked — such  considerable  losses 
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— aothing  more  Uibr  a  few  smooth  words,"  said  the 
Countess. 

"  Kay,  my  lady,  ihcro  nere  olher  friends  of  mine  who 
haid  tlie  same  thought,"  answered  Peveril.  "  Some 
were  of  opinion  tliat  the  loss  of  so  many  hundred  acres  of 
b  huid  was  worth  some  reward  of  honour  at  least ;  and 
there  were,  wlio  thought  my  descent  from  William  the 
Caoqueror — craving  your  ladyship's  pardon  for  boasting 
it  in  your  presence — ^^vould  not  itave  hecome  a  higlier 
mk  fx  title  worse  tlian  the  i>ed!gree  of  some  who  have 
Iwea  promoted.  But  what  said  the  witty  Duke  of  Duck- 
■^am,  Ibrsooth  ?  (whose  grandsirc  was  a  Lei'slershira 
Ki^t — rather  poorer,  and  scarce  so  weil-hora  as  mysell) 
Why,  he  said,  that  if  all  of  my  degree  who  deserved  well 
of  the  King  in  the  late  limes  were  to  be  made  peers,  the 
House  of  I»rds  must  meet  upon  Salisbury  Plain  1" 

"  And  that  Ijad  jest  p.issed  for  a  good  argument  !** 
«id  llie  Countess  ;  "  and  well  it  might,  where  good  ar- 
guments pass  for  bad  jests. — But  here  comes  one  1  must 
M  acquainted  with." 

This  was  little  Julian,  who  now  rc-entired  the  hall, 
kading  his  little  sister,  as  if  he  had  brought  her  to  hear 
vilness  to  the  boastful  tale  which  he  told  his  father,  of  his 
Inving  manfully  ridden  Black  Hastings  to  the  stablo-yard 
tlone  in  the  saddle  ;  and  that  Saunders,  though  he  walked 
V  the  horse's  head,  did  not  once  put  his  hand  upon  the 
icin,  and  Brewer,  though  he  stood  beside  him,  scarce 
Wd  him  by   the     knee.  The  father  kissed  the  boy 

heartily  ;  and  the  Countess,  calling  him  to  her  so  soon  as 
Sir  GeoSrey  had  set  him  down,  kissed  his  forehead  also, 
and  than  surveyed  all  his  features  with  a  keen  and  pene- 
iMting  eye. 

"  He  is  a  true  Peveril,"  said  she,  "  mixed  as  lie  should 
W  with  some  touch  of  the  Stanley.  Cousin,  you  must 
paot  me  my  boon,  and  wlien  I  am  safely  established,  and 
flsve  my  present  affair  arranged,  you  must  let  me  have 
this  liulu  Julian  of  yours  some  lime  hence,  to  be  nurtured 
»  my  house,  held  as  my  page,  and  the  play-fellow  of  th« 
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little  Derby.  1  trust  in  Heaven,  tiiey  will  be  sucb  fricndi 
as  their  futliers  bnve  been,  and  may  God  send  Chein  oion 
fortunate  times  !"^ 

"  Marry,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  proposal  wjtii  all  nj 
heart,  madam,"  said  the  Knight.  *'  There  are  so  luu/ 
noble  houses  decayed,  and  so  many  more  in  which  the 
exercise  and  discipline  for  the  training  of  noble  youths  h 
given  up  and  neglected,  that  I  have  often  feared  I  mitfC 
have  kept  Oil  to  be  young  master  at  luMne  }  and  I  harv 
had  too  little  nurture  niys«;lf  to  teach  him  much,  and  so 
lie  would  have  been  a  mere  hunting  hawking  Knight  of 
Derbyshire.  But  in  your  ladyship's  household,  lad 
with  the  noble  young  Eurl,  he  will  havo  all,  and  mon 
than  all,  the  education  which  1  coidd  desire." 

**  There  shall  be  no  distinction  betwixt  them,  couaiiii 
aaid  the  Countess  ;  <'  Margaret  Stanley's  son  sliall  be  if 
much  the  object  of  care  to  me  as  my  own,  since  you  ai^ 
kindly  disposed  to  intrust  him  to  my  charge. — You  look' 
pale,  Margaret,"  she  continued,  '*  and  tlie  tear  standi 


in  your  eye  ?  Do  not  bo  so  loolish,  my  love-^what  I  a 
is  better  than  you  can  desire  for  your  boy  ;  for  die  hous9 
of  my  father,  the  Diike  de  la  Tremouille,  was  the  mcsl 
famous  school  of  chivalry  in  France  ;  nor  have  I  degen- 
erated from  him,  or  siiftorod  any  relaxation  in  that  noble 
discipline  which  trained  young  gentlemen  to  do  honour 
to  their  race.  You  can  promise  your  Julian  no  such 
advantages,  if  yon  train  him  up  a  mere  homc-Jbred 
youth." 

"  1  acknowledge  the  importance  of  the  favour,  madam,** 
said  Lady  Pevcril,  "  and  must  acquiesce  in  what  your 
ladyship  honours  us  hy  pro|)osing,  and  Sir  Geoffrey  ap- 
proves of  ;   but  Julian  is  an  only  child,  and " 

"  An  only  son,"  said  the  Countess,  "  but  surely  not 
an  only  child.  You  ])ay  too  hi<;h  deference  to  our  raas* 
ters,  the  male  sex,  if  you  allow  Julian  to  engross  all  your 
affection,  and  spare  none  for  this  beautiful  girl." 

So  saying,  she  set  down  Julian,  and,  taking  Alice 
Bridgenorth  on  her  lap,  began  to  caress  her ;  and  there 
was,  notwithstanding  her  masculine  character,  something 


oT-  kw  widb  and  in  tbe  CMI  oT^ber 

l|n^;#M-lkii4Md  nmedbujy  *ded.  Rod  lepM 
tlN^«nib  of  Smiaem.    TUa  miMakft  wdbwrt^ad 
mail  raoMdiiigtjr.    Kooiiii^lbeblinil  inpMn-. 
ktt  koAMwl'a  ofaancter,  hit  ifnoioa  la  th* 
<f  ihedfMwd  Earl  of  Derby,  and  im  cortaa-. 
f—B ralioa  far  hU  widow,  ihe  was  alarawd  fcr 
of  hk  baariog  dw  conduct  «f  Bridgp- 
■HtfnJng.  and  was  panicalaify  dotrooi  that  bo 
aot  laua  k  nn  from  lieraelf  is  private,  aad  alter 
But  iha  Coaplaw'a  enor  lod  lo  a  maw 


■i^Mf  sHi  nadam,"  aaawafed  Sir  ( 
I  aooaof  ouni  1  with  Jio  wefB.  Sbe  Moogitea 
Jlfcowhafd  by — a  gpod  nao,  and,  lo  h^  trulb,  a  good 
^Mrffcgag  ■though  be  waacaniad  off  from  hit  aBegSnco 
jhT~  ^ta  tiiBM  bf  a  d  ■  d  FreBbjrtoian  noinidrel, 
jmo  oaDs  himaelf  a  paraoo,  and  nbom  I  hope  tafateh 
Ifmm  kam  hia  percb  praa^otlf ,  with  a  wannioo  to  Vm  1 
Jfm  baa  been  cock  of  llw  roost  long  eoougb.— llMn  n 
jillliR  {aefclo  10  awiteb  tfae  Genera  cloak  with,  I-can 
^^tb«8oaH«ced  rogues  that  nnich.  But  das  child  is 
SaJaadiur  of  BrMkeoortb— neighbour  Bridgenortb,  of 
Hbaluawu  Hall." 

b?  aaidtbeCounteH;  "Itbou^Ihad 
IT  the  honourable  names  in  Derbjahire— I  re- 
r  Botfaing  of  Bridgenortb. — But  stay — was  there 
WM  a  sequeslralor'  and  comraittee-man  ol  that  uamef 
jPaa,  it  canoot  be  be." 

PereiS  took  some  shams  to  himself  as  he  replied, 
^  Itisibe  vtif  man  whom  jroor  ladyship  meaiu,  hnd  you 
tPtty  coooeira  the  reloefaoce  with  which  I  submitted  to 
vatwe  good  oSices  from  one  of  his  kidney ;  but  had  1 
Aot  dooe  so,  I  should  have  scarce  koown  how  to  find  a 
noTto  cover  Dame  Margaret's  head." 

Tbe  Countess,  as  he  spoke,  raised  the  child  gently  from 
bar  lap,  and  placed  it  upon  the  carpet,  though  Utile  Alice 
Aamei  a  disinclination  lo  the  change  of  place,  which  tba 
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Lady  of  Derby  and  Man  would  certainly  have  uidu%ed 
in  a  child  of  patrician  descent  and  loyal  parentage. 

"  I  blame  you  not,"  slie  said  }  <'  no  one  knows  what 
temptation  wii]  bring  us  down  to.  Yet  I  did  think  Pev- 
eril  of  tlie  Peak  would  have  resided  in  its  deepest  cavervi 
sooner  than  owed  an  obligation  to  a  regicide." 

'<  Nay,  madam,"  answered  the  Knight,  *'  my  neigh- 
bour is  bad  enough,  but  not  so  bad  as  you  would  make 
liiui ;  he  is  but  a  Presbyterian — tliat  I  must  confess— 4Ni 
not  an  Independent." 

**  A  variety  of  the  same  monster,"  said  the  Counteai^ 
**  who  halloo'd  while  the  others  hunted,  and  bound  ibc 
victim  whom  the  Independents  massacred.  Betwixt  such 
sects  I  prefer  the  Independents.  They  are  at  least  boUi 
bare-faced,  merciless  villains,  have  more  of  the  tiger  B 
them,  and  less  of  the  crocodile.  I  have  no  doubt  it  wtf 
that  worthy  gentleman  who  took  it  upon  him  this  moni' 
ing " 

She  stopped  short,  feu*  she  saw  Lady  Peveril  was  vex*^ 
cd  and  embarrassed. 

^*  I  am,"  she  said,   "  the  most  luckless  of  beings.    1 
have  said  something,  I  know  not  what,  to  distress  }'oa, 
Margaret — Mystcr}'  is  a  bad  tiling,  and  betwixt  us  there 
should  be  none." 

"  Tlicre  is  none,  madam,"  said  Lady  Peveril,  some- 
thing iinpntieutly  ;  "  I  waitetl  but  an  opportunity  to  tell 
my  husband  what  had  happened. — Sir  Geoffrey,  Master 
Bridgenorth  vvns  unfortunately  here  when  the  Lady  Der- 
by and  I  met ;  and  he  thought  it  part  of  his  duty  to  speak 
of " 

"  To  speak  of  what  ?"  said  the  Knight,  bending  his 
brows.  "  You  were  ever  something  too  fond,  dame,  of 
giving  way  to  the  usurpation  of  such  people." 

"  I  only  mean,"  said  Lady  Peveril,  "  that  as  the  per- 
son— he  to  whom  Lady  Derby's  story  related — was  the 
brotlier  of  his  late  lady,  be  threatened — but  I  cannot 
think  that  he  was  serious." 

"  Threaten  ? — threaten  the  Lady  of  Derby  and  Man 
in  my  house  ! — tJic  widow  of  my  friend — the  noble  Char- 
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loite  of  Laibam-Hotise  ! — by  Heaven  !  the  prick-eared 
dave  sinll  onstrer  it.  How  comes  it  that  i»y  knaves 
threw  brm  not  out  of  ihe  window  ?" 

**  Alas  !  Sir  Geoffrey,  yoir  forget  liow  much  we  ow« 
Um,"  said  the  Lady. 

"  Owe  him  !"  snid  tlie  Kiiiglit,  siJII  more  indignant ; 
fcr  in  bis  singleness  of  apprelienuon  be  conceived  that 
Iria  wife  alluded  to  pecuniary  obligations, — "  if  1  do  owe 
him  some  money,  batli  be  not  sccnriiy  for  it  f  snd  must 
he  have  ibe  right,  over  and  above,  to  domineer  and  play 
dw  iMgistrate  in  MarlinilBle  Castle  ? — Where  is  he  t — 
what  have  you  made  of  bim  ?  I  will — I  must  speak  with 
Um." 

"  Be  patient,  Sir  Geoffrey,"  said  the  Countess,  wlio 
■Off  discerned  the  cause  of  her  kinswoman's  appreben- 
■Da ;  "  and  be  assured  I  did  not  need  your  chivalry  to 
defend  me  ag.iinst  this  discourteous  fuitour,  as  Morte 
d'Ariliur  would  have  called  bim.  I  promise  you  my 
kinswoman  bath  fully  rigbted  my  wrong ;  and  I  am  so 
pleased  to  owe  my  delivernncc  entirely  to  her  gallantry, 
that  I  charge  and  command  you,  as  a  true  knight,  not  to 
miagle  in  the  adventure  of  another." 

I^dy  Peveril,  wlio  knew  ber  husband's  blunt  and  im- 
pitlent  temper,  and  pcrcetvcd  that  be  was  becoming 
Ugly,  now  took  up  the  siory,  and  plainly  and  simply 
pointed  out  the  cause  of  Master  Bridgenortb's  ialerfcr- 
ence. 

"  I  am  sorry  for  it,"  said  the  Knight ;  "  I  Oiought  ho 
Ixid  more  sense  ;  and  tbot  this  liappy  change  might  have 
''One  some  good  upon  him.  But  you  should  have  told 
^  ibis  instantly — It  consists  not  with  my  honour  that  lie 
''lould  be  kept  prisoner  in  this  house,  as  if  I  feared  any- 
tliing  he  could  do  to  annoy  the  noble  Countess,  while  she 
'■Under  my  roof,  or  within  twenty  mites  of  tbls  Castle. 

So  saying,  and  bowing  to  the  Countess,  he  went  straight 
)"  tlio  gilded  cimuiber,  leaving  Lady  IVvcril  in  great  anx- 
Wy  for  iho  •vent  pf  an  angry  meeting  between  a  temper 
^y  as  that  of  bcr  husband,  unil  stubborn  like  thai  of 
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Brtdgenotlh.     Her  apprehensions  were,  howevi 
cessary  ;  for  tlic  meeting  was  not  fated  to  take  j 

When  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  having  dismissed  1 
and  hid  sentinels,  entered  tlie  gilded  chamber, 
he  expected  to  find  his  captive,  the  prisoner  bai 
ed,  and  it  was  easy  to  sec  in  what  manner.  Th 
panel  had,  in  the  hurry  of  tlie  moment,  escii 
memory  of  I^dy  Peveril,  and  of  W hiiaker,  the  i 
sons  who  knew  anything  of  it.  *  It  was  probabi 
chink  had  remained  op*n,  sufl^cient  to  indicate 
ence  to  Bridgenorth ;  who,  withdrawing  it  altogel 
found  his  way  into  the  secret  apartment  with 
communicated,  and  from  thence  to  the  poster 
Castle  by  another  secret  passage,  which  had  be 
ed  in  the  thickness  of  tlie  wall,  as  is  not  ua 
in  ancient  man&ions  ;  the  lords  of  which  were  lia 
many  mutations  of  fortune,  that  they  usually  coo 
secure  some  iurking-place  and  secret  mode  ol 
from  their  fortresses.  Tliat  Bridgenorth  had  dL 
and  availed  himself  of  this  secret  mode  of  reti 
evident ;  because  the  private  doors  communical 
tlie  postern  and  the  sliding  panel  in  the  gilded  c 
were  both  leit  open. 

Sir  GcofTroy  returned  to  d)c  ladies  widi  looks 
plexily.  While  he  deemed  Bridgenorth  witliin  h 
he  was  a])prcliensii'e  of  notliing  he  could  do  ;  fo 
iiimsclf  his  superior  in  personal  strength,  and  in  : 
cies  of  courage  which  induces  a  man  to  rush, 
hesitation,  upon  personal  danger.  But  when  a 
Cance,  he  had  been  for  many  years  accustomed 
sider  Bridgenorth*s  power  and  influence  as  sc 
formidable ;  and  notwithstanding  the  late  change  c 
his  ideas  so  naturally  reverted  to  his  neighbour  ai 
crful  friend  or  dangerous  enemy,  that  he  felt  mor 
hension  on  the  Countess's  score,  than  he  was  \\ 
Acknowledge  even  to  himself.  The  Countess  < 
his  downcast  and  anxious  brow,  and  roqu(*>ted 
if  her  stay  there  was  likely  to  involve  him  in  any 
or  in  any  dan;<;er. 
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**  The  trouble  should  be  welcome,"  said  Sir  Geofiref, 
**  and  more  ivclcoine  ilic  danger  ivhicli  should  come  on 
such  an  account.  My  [ilun  wua,  diiil  your  ladyship  should 
bavc  honoured  Miirtiudnle  vvitli  a  Tl'w  days'  residence, 
wbicb  might  have  been  kept  private  until  tlie  search  after 
you  was  ended.  Hud  1  seen  this  fellow  Unilgenorth,  1 
have  no  doubt  1  could  have  compelled  him  to  act  dis- 
creetly ;  but  he  is  now  at  liberty,  and  will  keep  out  of 
my  reach  ;  and,  nhat  is  worse,  he  has  the  secret  of  tlio 
priest's  chamber." 

Here  Uie  Knight  paused,  and  seemed  much  embar- 
lused. 

"  You  can,  then,  neither  conceal  oor  protect  me  ?** 
Nid  the  Countess. 

<*  Pardon,  my  honoured  lady,"  answered  tlie  Kaigt*V 
"  ud  let  me  say  out  my  say.  The  plain  truth  is,  that  tUi 
min  bath  many  friends  among  the  Presliytcriaos  here, 
vim  are  more  numerous  than  1  would  wish  tltem }  and  if 
bt  falls  in  with  the  pursuivant  fellow  who  carries  ie  war- 
rant of  the  Privy  Council,  It  is  likely  he  will  back  biin 
villi  force  sufCcicnt  to  try  to  execute  it.  And  I  doubt 
wbeilier  any  of  our  own  friends  can  be  summoned  together 
HI  liasle,  sufljcieot  to  resist  such  a  power  as  they  ore  Uke 
to  bring  together." 

"  Nor  would  1  wish  any  friends  to  take  arms,  in  my 
name,  against  the  King's  warrant.  Sir  Geoffiey,"  said  the 
Coiiaifis, 

"  S\:.y,  for  that  lUJitler,"  replied  the  Knight,  ''  an  his 
llajesiy  will  grant  warrants  against  his  best  friends,  lis 
■nust  look  to  have  tliem  resisted,  lint  the  best  I  can 
■biiik  of  in  this  etiiei^encc  is — though  the  proposal  be 
wmetliing  inhospitable— tliat  your  ludysliip  slfould  take 
presently  to  horse,  if  your  fatigue  will  permit.  I  will 
mount  also,  with  some  brisk  felluivs,  who  will  lodge  you 
lafe  at  Vale-Koyal,  thoii!;li  tlie  Slieriff  stopped  the  way 
fi'li  ii  whole  pvsie  comllatus." 

The  Couiiioss  of  Derby  ;villi,i-!y  acquiesced  in  this 
pro|)osal.  She  had  eiijnycil  ;i  night's  soiuui  repose  in  tlio 
)irivaic  cliamlx'r,  to  which  Ellcsincre  had  guided  hec  on 
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the  preceding  evening,  and  was  quite  ready  to 

lier  route,  or  fliglit — ^^  she  scarce  knew,"  she  said,  "  wfaicH 

of  the  two  she  sliould  term  it." 

Lady  Peveril  wept  at  the  necessity  which  scened  to 
hurry  her  earliest  friend  and  protectress  from  under  her 
roof,  at  the  instant  wiien  the  clouds  of  adversity  wen 
gatliering  around  her  ;  but  she  saw  no  alternative  equallj 
safe.  Nay,  however  strong  her  attachment  to  Liady  Der- 
by, she  could  not  but  be  more  readily  reconciled  to  her 
hasty  departure,  when  she  considered  the  inconvenience, 
and  even  danger,  in  which  her  presence,  at  such  a  time, 
and  in  such  circumstances,  was  like  to  involve  a  raao  m 
bold  and  hot-tempered  as  her  husband  Sir  Geofli^y. 

While  Lady  Peveril,  therefore,  made  every  arrange* 
ment  which  time  permitted  and  circumstances  requiiedi 
for  llie  Countess  prosecuting  her  journey,  her  husbaml, 
whose  spirits  always  rose  with  tlie  prospect  of  actioBi 
issued  his  orders  to  Whitakcr  to  get  together  a  few  stoil 
fellows,  with  back   and    breast-pieces,  and   afeel-capi. 
^'  There  arc  the  two  lackeys,  and  Outram  and  Saundeiny 
besides  die  other  groom  fellow,  and  Roger  Raine,  and  Ui 
son  ;   but  bid  Roger  not  come  drunk  again  ;--chy8el( 
young  Dick  of  the  Dale  and  his  servant,  and  a  file  or 
two  of  the  tenants, — we  shall  be  enough  for  any  forca 
they  can  make.    All  these  arc  fellows  that  will  strike  liardi 
and  ask  no  question  why — their  hands  are  ever  readier 
than  their  tongues,  and  their  mouths  are  more  made  for 
drinking  than  speaking." 

Whitakcr,  apprized  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  asked 
if  he  sliould  not  warn  Sir  Jasper  Cranbourne. 

"  Not  a  word  to  him  as  you  live,"  said  the  Knighl ; 
*'  this  may  be  an  outlawry,  as  they  call  it,  for  what  I 
know  ;  and  dicrefore  I  will  bring  no  lands  or  tenements 
into  peril,  saving  mine  own.  Sir  Jasper  hath  had  a  trou- 
blesome time  of  it  for  many  a  year.  By  my  will  he  shall 
sit  quiet  for  die  rest  of 's  days." 
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CHAPTER  VU. 

Mrt.  UtAMt/.    GdoI  peopfe,  bring  ■  iekuo  or  lira. 

Utnr^  IV.  Pb*  I. 

The  followers  of  Peveril  were  so  well  accustomed  lo 
the  sound  of  "  Boot  and  Saddle,"  tlial  tliey  were  soon 
mounted  and  in  order ;  and  in  all  the  form,  and  with 
•Dine  of  llie  dignity  of  danger,  proceeded  lo  escort  ilie 
Countess  of  Derby  through  the  hilly  and  desert  track 
of  country  which  connects  the  frontier  of  the  shire  with 
tlie  neighbouring  county  of  Cheshire.  The  cavalcade 
inored  with  considerable  precaution,  which  they  had  been 
taught  by  the  discipline  of  tlie  Civil  Wars.  One  wary 
and  well-mounted  trooper  rode  about  two  hundred  yards 
in  advance  ;  followed,  at  about  half  that  distance,  by  two 
more,  with  their  carabines  advanced,  as  if  ready  for  ac- 
tion. About  one  hundred  yards  behind  the  advance  came 
llie  main  body  ;  where  the  Countess  of  Derby,  mounted 
on  Lady  Peveril'a  ambling  palfrey,  (for  her  own  had 
been  exhausted  by  the  journey  from  London  to  Marlin- 
dale  Castle,)  accompanied  by  one  groom,  of  approved 
fidelity,  tind  one  waiting-maid,  was  attended  and  guarded 
by  the  Knight  of  the  Peak  and  three  files  of  good  and 
practised  horsemen.  In  the  rear  came  Whitakcr,  with 
jjance  Outram,  as  men  of  especial  trust,  to  whom  the  cov- 
ering the  retreut  was  confided.  They  rode,  as  the  Span- 
ish proverb  expresses  it,  "  with  the  beard  on  the  shoul- 
der," looking  around,  that  is,  from  time  to  time,  and 
using  every  precaution  to  have  the  s|)ccdicst  knowledge 
of  nny  pursuit  which  might  take  place. 

But,  however  wi^e  in  discipline,  Peveril  and  his  follow- 
ers WL'ru  sonietvhnt  remiss  in  civil  pnlicy.  The  Knight 
liad  Lummnnicalud  to  Whituker,  thuuj^h  witliout  any  aj>- 
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parent  necessity,  the  precise  nature  of  ihcir  present  ex- 
])edition  ;  and  VVIiitakcr  was  equally  commuDicative  10 
his  comrade  Lance,  tiie  keeper.     ''  It  is  strange  enougi^ 
Master  Whitaker,"  said  the  latter,  when  lie  had  heard  liM 
case,  "  and  I  wish  you,  being  a  wise  man,  would  expound 
il ; — why,  when  wc  have  been  wisliing  for  the  King— tod 
praying  for  the  King — and  fighting  for  the  King — and 
dying  for  the  King,  for  these  twenty  years,  the  first  thing 
we  find  to  do  on  his  return,  is  to  get  into  harness  to  resist 
his  warrant  ?" 

"  Pooh  !  you  silly  fellow,"  said  Whitaker,  "  that  is  il 
you  know  of  the  true  bottom  of  our  quarrel !  Why,  maDi 
we  fought  for  the  King's  person  against  his  warrant,  il 
along  from  the  very  beginning ;  for  1  remember  the  rogue^ 
proclamations,  and  so  forth,  always  ran  in  the  name  of  tin 
King  and  Parliament." 

"  Ay  !  was  it  even  so  ?''  replied  Lance.  "  Nay,  tbeflb 
if  they  begin  the  old  game  so  soon  again,  and  send  out 
warrants  in  the  King's  name  against  his  loyal  subjects,  wd 
fare  our  stout  Knight,  say  I,  who  is  ready  to  take  then 
down  in  tiicir  stocking-soles.  And  if  Bridgenortb  takei 
the  chase  after  us,  I  shall  not  be  sorry  to  have  a  knock 
at  him  for  one." 

"  Why,  the  man,  bating  he  is  a  pestilent  Roundbew 
and  Puritan,"  said  Whitaker,  '*  is  no  bad  neighbour- 
What  has  he  done  to  thee,  man  ?" 

"  He  has  poached  on  the  manor,"  answered  the  keeper* 

"  The  devil  he  has  !"  replied  Whitaker.  "  Tbott 
must  be  jesting.  Lance.  Bridgenorth  is  neither  hunttf 
nor  hawker  ;  he  hath  not  so  much  of  honesty  in  biin.'' 

'^  Ay,  but  he  runs  after  game  you  little  think  of,  with 
his  sour,  melancholy  face,  tiiat  would  scare  babes  9P» 
curdle  milk,"  answered  Lance. 

"  Thou  canst  not  mean  the  wenches  ?"  said  Whil** 
ker  ;  "  why,  he  hath  been  melancholy  mad  with  mopitiR 
for  the  death  of  his  wife.  Thou  knowest  our  lady  totl^ 
the  child,  for  fear  he  should  strangle  it  for  putting  ti^ 
in  mind  of  its  mother,  in  some  of  his  tantrums.  Undo' 
her  favour,  and   among  friends,  there  are  many  poo^ 
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Cavaliers'  cliildren,  that  care  would  be  better  bestowed 
upon — But  lo  thy  talc." 

*'  Why,  thus  it  runs,"  said  Lance.  *'  I  tliink  you  may 
bave  noticed,  Muster  Wliitaker,  that  a  certain  Mistress 
Deborah  bath  manirested  a  certain  favour  for  a  ccrlain 
person  in  a  certain  househuld." 

"  For  thyself,  to  wit,"  answered  Wliitaker  j  "  Lance 
Outram,  thou  art  t!ie  vainest  coxcoinb^^^" 

"  Coxcomb  ?"  said  Lance  ;  "  why,  'twas  but  last  night 
die  wbole  family  saw  her,  as  one  would  say,  fling  herself 
U  my  head." 

"  I  would  she  bad  been  a  hriclc>bat,  then,  to  have  bro- 
ken it,  for  thy  impertinence  and  conceit,"  said  the  steward. 
"  Well,  but  do  but  hearken.  The  next  morning — that 
is  this  very  blessed  morning — I  thought  of  going  to  lodge 
a  buck  in  the  park,  judging  a  bit  of  venison  might  be 
wanted  in  the  larder,  after  yesterday's  wassail ;  and,  as  I 
passed  under  the  nursery-window,  1  did  but  just  look  up 
to  see  what  madam  governanie  was  about ;  and  so  1  saw 
ber,  through  the  casement,  whip  on  her  hood  and  scarf  as 
■oon  as  she  had  a  gliin|isc  of  me.  Immediately  after,  I 
av  the  still-room  door  open,  and  made  sure  she  was  com- 
ing through  the  garden,  and  so  over  the  breach  and  down 
■o  the  park  ;  and  so,  thought  I,  '  Aha,  Mistress  Deb,  if 
you  are  so  ready  to  dance  after  my  pipe  and  tabor,  I  will 
give  you  a  couranto  before  you  shall  come  up  with  me.' 
Aod  so  I  went  down  Iv}--tod  Dingle,  where  the  copse  is 
tangled,  and  the  ground  swampy,  and  round  by  Haxley- 
"Ottom,  thinking  all  the  while  she  was  following,  and 
Isughing  in  my  sleeve  at  the  round  I  was  giving  her." 

•'  You  deserved  to  be  ducked  for  it,"  said  Wbitaker, 
**  for  a  weather-headed  puppy  ;  but  what  is  all  tliis  Jack- 
t-Aantcm  story  to  Bridgenorth  ?" 

"  Why,  it  was  all  along  of  he,  man,"  continued  Lance, 
**  ihal  is,  of  Bridgenorth,  that  she  did  not  follotv  me— 
Gad,  I  first  walked  slow,  and  then  stopped,  and  then 
luraed  back  a  little,  and  then  bc^nn  to  wonder  what  sho 
lad  madj  of  herself,  and  to  think  1  had  borne  myself 
■otneiliing  like  a  jack-ass  in  the  mallei'  " 
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'<  That  I  deny,"  said  Wliitaker,  "  never  jackass  IM 
would  have  borne  him  better — but  go  on." 

"  Why,  turning  my  face  towards  the  Castle,  1  went  back 
as  if  I  had  my  nose  bleeding,  when  just  by  the  Copttf 
thorn,  which  stands,  you  know,  a  flight-shot  from  the 
postcrn-gate,  I  saw  Madam  Deb  in  close  conference  w/k 
the  enemy." 

"  What  enemy  ?"  said  the  steward. 

"  What  enemy  !  Why,  who  but  Bridgenorth  ?  TIot 
kept  out  of  sight,  and  among  the  copse  ;  but,  thought  h 
it  is  hard  if  I  cannot  stalk  you,  that  have  stalked  so  maaj 
bucks.  If  so,  I  had  better  give  my  shafts  to  be  pudding- 
pins.  So  I  cast  round  the  tliicket,  to  watch  theur  waters  | 
and,  may  I  never  bend  cross-bow  again,  if  I  did  not  see 
bim  give  her  gold,  and  squeeze  her  by  the  hand  !" 

**  And  was  that  all  you  saw  pass  between  them  P*  mi 
the  steward. 

'^  Faith,  and  it  was  enough  to  dismount  me  from  mf 
hobby,"  said  Lance.  **  What !  when  1  thought  I  had  the 
prettiest  girl  in  the  Castle  dancing  after  my  whistle,  tP 
find  that  she  gave  me  the  bag  to  hold,  and  was  smugglkf 
in  a  corner  with  a  rich  old  Puritan  !" 

''  Credit  me,  Lance,  it  is  not  as  tliou  thinkest,"  said 
Whitaker.  ^'  Bridgenorth  cares  not  for  these  amoroue 
toys,  and  thou  thinkest  of  nothing  else.  But  it  is  fitting 
our  Knight  should  know  that  he  has  met  with  Deborah  iis 
secret,  and  given  her  gold ;  for  never  Puritan  gave  goU 
yet,  but  it  was  earnest  for  some  devil's  work  done,  or  to 
be  done." 

''  Nay,  but,"  said  Lance,  "  I  would  not  be  such  a  dog- 
bolt  as  to  go  and  betray  the  girl  to  our  master.  She  hath 
a  right  to  follow  her  fancy,  as  the  dame  said  who  kissed 
her  cow— only  I  do  not  much  approve  her  choice,  that  is 
all.  He  cannot  be  six  years  short  of  Gfty ;  and  a  verjuice 
countenance,  under  the  pent-house  of  a  slouched  beaver, 
and  bag  of  meagre  dried  bones,  swaddled  up  in  a  black 
cloak,  is  no  such  temptation,  methinks." 

^*  I  tell  you  once  more,"  said  Whitaker,  '^  you  are  rois- 
laken  ;  and  that  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  any  matter 
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of  love  between  them,  but  otily  some  intrigue,  concerning, 
perhaps,  this  same  noble  Countess  of  Derby.  I  tell  thee, 
h  behoves  my  master  to  know  it,  and  I  will  presently  tell 
k  ID  him." 

So  saying,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  remonstrances  which 
Lance  continued  to  make  on  behalf  of  Mistress  Deborah, 
the  steward  rode  up  to  the  main  body  of  their  little  party, 
and  mentioned  to  the  Knight  and  the  Countess  of  Derby 
what  he  had  just  beard  from  the  keeper,  adding  at  tlie 
nme  time  his  own  suspicions,  that  Master  Bridgcnortli  of 
liooltrassie-Hall  was  desirous  to  keep  up  some  system  of 
opial  in  the  Castle  of  Martindale,  cither  in  order  to  se- 
cnre  his  menaced  vengeance  on  the  Countess  of  Derby, 
u  authoress  of  his  brother-in-law's  death,  or  for  some 
nkaown,  but  probably  sinister  purpose. 

The  Knight  of  the  Peak  was  filled  witli  high  resentment 
It  Whitaker's  communication.  According  to  his  preju- 
dices, those  of  the  opposite  faction  were  supposed  to 
mke  up  by  wit  and  intrigue  what  they  wanted  in  open 
brce  ;  and  he  now  hastily  conceived  tliat  his  neighbour, 
those  prudence  he  always  respected,  and  sometimes  even 
dreaded,  was  maintaining,  for  bis  private  purposes,  a  clan- 
destine correspondence  with  a  member  of  his  family.  If 
tbis  was  for  the  betrayal  of  his  noble  guest,  it  argued  at 
once  treachery  and  presumption  ;  or,  viewing  tlie  whole 
K  Lance  had  done,  a  criminal  intrigue  with  a  woman  so 
oear  the  person  of  Lady  Pevcril,  was  in  itself,  he  deemed, 
a  piece  of  sovereign  impertinence  and  disrespect  on  tlie 
part  of  such  a  person  as  Bridgenorth,  against  whom  Sir 
Geoffrey's  anger  was  kindled  accordingly. 

Whitaker  had  scarce  regained  his  post  in  tlie  rear,  when 
he  again  quitted  it,  and  galloped  to  the  main  body  with 
more  speed  tlian  before,  with  the  unpleasing  tidings  that 
ibey  were  pursued  by  half  a  score  of  horsemen,  and 
better. 

«  Ride  on  briskly  to  Hartley-nick,"  said  the  Knight, 
"  and  there,  witli  God  to  help,  we  will  bide  tlie  knaves. — 
Countess  of  Derby — one  word  and  a  short  one — Fare- 

*  9*      VOL.    I 
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well ! — ^you  must  ride  forward  with  Whitaker  and  aDodwr 
careful  fellow,  and  let  me  alooe  to  see  that  no  one  treadi 
on  your  skirts." 

''  I  will  abide  with  you  and  stand  them,"  said  the 
Countess ;  ^*  you  know  of  old,  I  fear  not  to  look  on  man's 
work," 

**  You  must  ride  on,  madam,"  said  the  Knight,  **  for  the 
sake  of  the  young  Earl,  and  the  rest  of  my  noble  friend's 
family.     There  is  no  manly  work  which  can  be  worth 

C>  looking  upon  ;  it  is  but  child's  play  that  these  fel- 
bring  with  them." 

As  she  yielded  a  reluctant  consent  to  continue  her 
flight,  they  reached  the  bottom  of  Hartley-nick,  a  paas 
very  steep  and  craggy,  and  where  the  road,  or  rather  path, 
which  had  hitherto  passed  over  more  open  ground,  be- 
came pent  up  and  confined,  betwixt  copsewood  on  the  one 
side,  and,  on  the  other,  the  precipitous  bank  of  a  moun- 
tain-stream. 

The  Countess  of  Derby,  after  an  affectionate  adieu  ID 
Sir  Geoffrey,  and  having  requested  him  to  convey  btf 
kind  commendations  to  her  little  page-elect  and  his  moth- 
er, proceeded  up  the  pass  at  a  round  pace,  and,  with  her 
attendants  and  escort,  was  soon  out  of  sight.  Immedi- 
ately after  she  had  disappeared,  the  pursuers  came  up 
with  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  who  had  divided  and  drawn  up 
his  party  so  as  A>mpletely  to  occupy  the  road  at  three 
different  points. 

The  opposite  party  \i'as  led,  as  Sir  Geoffi-ey  had  ex- 
pected, by  Major  Bridgenorth.  At  his  side  was  a  person 
in  black,  with  a  silver  grey-hound  on  his  arm  ;  and  he 
was  followed  by  about  eight  or  ten  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Martindale-Moultrassie,  two  or  three  of  whom 
were  officers  of  the  peace,  and  others  were  personally 
known  to  Sir  Geof&ey  as  favourers  of  the  subverted  gov- 
ernment. 

As  the  party  rode  briskly  up,  Sir  Geoffrey  called  to 
them  to  halt ;  and  as  they  continued  advancing,  he  order- 
ed his  own  people  to  present  their  pistols  and  carabines 
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aod  after  assuming  that  meancing  attitude,  lie  repeated, 
with  a  voice  of  iliuudcr,  "  Hult,  or  we  6re  !" 

Tbe  olber  party  liuUed  accordingly,  and  Major  Bridge- 
nortli  advanced,  as  if  to  parley. 

"  Why,  iiow  now,  noiglibour  ?"  said  Sir  Geoffi-ey,  as  if 
he  liad  at  that  moment  recognized  liiiii  for  the  first  lime, 
—"  wliat  makes  you  ride  so  sliarp  this  morning  ?  Are  you 
not  afraid  to  harm  your  horse,  or  spoil  your  spurs  i" 

"  Sir  Geoffrey,"  said  the  Major,  "  1  bsve  no  time  for 
jesting — I  Bin  on  the  King's  afiairs." 

"  Are  you  sure  it  is  not  upon  old  Noll's,  neighbour  ? 
You  use  to  bold  his  tlie  belter  errand,"  said  the  Knight, 
with  a  smile,  which  garc  occaaon  to  a  borse-langh  among 
bis  followers. 

**  Show  him  your  warrant,"  said  Bridgeaortfa  to  the 
nun  in  black  formerly  menuoned,  who  was  a  pursuivant. 
Then  taking  the  warrant  from  the  officer,  he  gave  it  to 
Sir  Geoffrey — "  To  this  at  least  you  will  pay  regard." 

"  Tlie  same  regard  which  you  would  hare  paid  to  it  s 

aonth  back  or  so,"  said  the  Knight,  tearing  the  warrant 

to  shreds. — "  Whut  a  plague  do  you  stare  at  ?  Do  you 

)lunk  you  have  a  monopoly  of  rebellion,  and  that  we  have 

not  a  ri^t  to  show  a  trick  of  disobedience  in  our  lum  ?" 

"  Make  way,  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,"  said  Bridgcnorth, 

**  or  you  will  compel  me  to  do  that  1  may  be  sorry  for. 

I  am  in  thb  matter  the  avenger  of  the  bibod  of  one  of  the 

Lord's  saints,  and  1  will  follow  the  chase  while  Heaven 

grants  me  an  arm  to  make  my  way." 

"'  You  shall  make  no  way  here,  but  at  your  peril,"  said 
Sir  Geoffrey  ;  "  Uiis  b  my  ground — I  have  been  harass- 
ed enough  for  these  twenty  years  by  saints,  as  you  call 
yourselves.      I  tell  you,  master,  you  shall  neither  violate 
the  security  of  my  house,  nor  pursue  my  friends  over  tho 
grounds,  nor  tamper,  as  you  have  done,  amongst  my  ser- 
vants, with  impunity.     1  have  had  you  in  respect  for  cer- 
tain kind  doings,  wliicli  I  will   not  either  forget  or  deny, 
and  you  will  find  it  diflicuU  to  make  mc  draw  a  sword  or 
bend  a  pistol  against  you  ;  but  offer  any  hostile  movement, 
or  presume  to  advauce  a  fool,  and  I  ivill  make  sure  of  ^ou 
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presently.  And  for  these  rascals,  who  come  hitherto 
annoy  a  noble  lady  on  my  bounds,  unless  you  draw  then 
off,  1  will  presently  send  some  of  them  to  the  devil  befera 
their  time." 

"  Make  room  at  your  proper  peril,"  said  Major  Bridgi^ 
north  ;  and  he  put  his  right  hand  on  his  bolster-piattiL 
Sir  Geoffrey  closed  with  him  instantly,  seized  him  by  the 
collar,  and  spurred  Black  Hastings,  checking  him  at  tiie 
same  time,  so  that  the  horse  made  a  courbette,  and  brougbc 
tlie  full  weight  of  his  chest  against  the  counter  of  tiw 
other.     A  ready  soldier  might,  in  Bridgenortb's  situatioB) 
have  rid  himself  of  his  adversary  with  a  bullet*     Bdl 
Bridgenorth's  courage,  notwithstanding  his  having  served 
some  time  with  the  Parliament  army,  was  rather  of  a  dfl 
than  a  military  character ;  and  be  was  inferior  to  his  ad* 
versacy  not  only  in  strength  and  horsemanship,  but  ali» 
and  especially  in  the  daring  and  decisive  resolution  wUcb 
made  Sir  Geoffrey  thrust  himself  readily  into  peraooal 
contest.    While,  therefore,  they  tugged  and  grappled  to* 
gether  upon  terms  which  bore  such  little  accordance  with 
their  long  acquaintance  and  close  neigbourhood,  it  was  no 
wonder  that  Bridgenortli  should  be  unhorsed  with  much 
violence.    While  Sir  Geoffrey  sprung  from  the  saddle, 
the  party  of  Bridgenorth  advanced  to  rescue  their  leader, 
and  tliat  of  the  Knight  to  oppose  them.      Swords  were 
unsheathed,  and'fiistols  presented  ;  but  Sir  GeofErey,  with 
the  voice  of  a  herald,  commanded  both  parties  to  stand 
back  and  to  keep  the  peace. 

The  pursuivant  took  the  hint,  and  easily  found  a  reason 
for  not  prosecuting  a  dangerous  duty.  **  The  warrant," 
he  said,  '^  was  destroyed.  They  that  did  it  must  be  an- 
swerable to  the  Council  ;  for  his  part,  he  could  proceed 
no  farther  without  his  commission." 

'*  Well  said,  and  like  a  peaceable  fellow  !"  said  Sir 
Geoffrey. — "  Let  him  have  refreshment  at  tfte  Castle^— 
his  nag  is  sorely  out  of  condition. — Come,  neighbour 
Bridgenortli,  get  up,  man — I  tnist  you  have  had  no  huit 
in  this  mad  affray  ?  I  was  loath  to  lay  hand  on  you,  man, 
till  you  plucked  out  your  pctronel/' 
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Aa  be  spoke  thus,  he  aided  (lie  Major  to  rise.  Tlie 
pursuivant,  meanwhile,  dreiv  aside  ;  and  with  him  (he 
(KMistahle  and  lieadborough,  who  were  not  without  some 
tacit  auspicioi],  thai  lliough  Pevcril  was  interrupting  the 
direct  course  of  law  in  this  mnltcr,  yet  he  was  likely  to 
have  Ilia  ofience  considered  by  r&vourable  judges  ;  and 
therefore  it  might  be  as  much  for  their  interest  and  safety 
to  give  way  as  to  oppose  him.  But  the  rest  of  (he  parly, 
friends  of  Bridgenortli,  and  of  his  principles,  kept  ihcir 
ground  notwithstanding  this  defection,  and  seemed,  from 
ifaeir  hioks,  sternly  determined  to  rule  their  conduct  by 
that  of  their  leader,  whatever  it  might  be. 

But  it  was  evident  that  Bridgenorlh  did  not  intend  to 
renew  the  struggle.  He  shook  himself  rather  roughly 
free  bom  the  hands  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  ;  but  it  was 
not  to  draw  bis  sword.  On  Uie  contrary,  he  mounted  his 
hone  with  a  sullen  and  dejected  air  ;  and,  making  a  sign 
to  bii  followers,  turned  hack  the  same  road  which  lis 
bid  come.  Sir  Geoffrey  looked  after  him  for  some  min- 
uivi.  "  Now,  there  goes  a  man,"  said  he,  "  who  would 
hire  been  a  right  honest  fellow  had  he  not  been  a  Pres- 
byterian. But  there  is  no  heartiness  about  tliem — they 
can  never  forgive  a  fair  fall  upon  the  sod — they  bear  mal- 
ice, and  that  I  hate  as  1  do  a  blaek  cloak,  or  a  Geneva 
Kult-cip,  and  a  pair  of  long  ears  rising  on  each  side  on't, 
like  two  chimneys  at  ttie  gable  ends  of  a  thatched  collage. 
^Iiey  are  as  sly  as  the  devil  to  boot ;  and,  ttierefore, 
I'ance  Outram,  take  two  with  you,  and  keep  after  tliem, 
^Ihil  Ihcy  may  not  turn  our  flank,  and  get  on  tlie  track  of 
die  Countess  again  after  all." 

"  1  had  as  soon  they  should  course  my  lady's  while 

lame  doe,"  answered  Lance,  in  the  spirit  of  his  calling. 

^e  proceeded  to  execute  his  masiei's  orders  by  dogging 

Major  liridgenorth  at  a  distance,  and  observing  his  course 

f        from  such  heights  as  commanded  the  country.     But  it 

i        wa*  Boon  evident  titat   no  manoiuvrc  was  intended,  and 

,        ihailhe  Major  was  taking  the  direct  road  homeward. 

*^hcn  this  was  ascertained,  Sir  Geoflroy  dismissed  mosl 
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of  his  followors  ;  and  retaining  only  his  own  domesticSi 
rode  hastily  forward  to  overtake  tlie  Countess* 

It  is  only  necessary  to  say  fartlier,  that  be  completed 
his  purpose  of  escorting  the  Countess  of  Derby  to  Vale- 
Royal,  without  meeting  any  farther  hinderance  by  the  way. 
The  lord  of  the  mansion  readily  undertook  to  condiict 
the  high-minded  lady  to  Liverpool,  and  the  task  of  seeing 
her  safely  embarked  for  her  son's  hereditary  doininioiis, 
where  there  was  no  doubt  of  her  remaining  in  persoail 
safety  until  the  accusation  against  her  for  breach  of  the 
Royal  Indemnity,  by  the  execution  of  Christian,  couU  bt 
brought  to  some  compromise. 

For  a  length  of  time  this  was  no  easy  matter.     Claren- 
don, then  at  the  head  of  Charles's  ad  minbtratioD,  consid- 
ered her  rash  action,  though  dictated  by  motives  which  tin 
human  breast  must,  in  some  respects,  sympatliize  with,  t» 
calculated  to  shake  the  restored  tranquillity  of  England^ 
by  exciting  die  doubts  and  jealousies  of  those  who  bad 
to  apprehend  the  consequences  of  what  is  called,  in 
own  days,  a  reaction.     At  the  same  time,  the  high 
vices  of  this  distinguished    family — the  merits  of  the 
Countess  herself — the  memory  of  her  gallant  husband^ 
and  the  very  peculiar  circumstances  of  jurisdiction  which 
took  the  case  out  of  all  common  rules,  pleaded  strongly 
in  her  favour  ;  and  the  death  of  Christian  was  at  length 
only  punished  by  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  fine,  amount- 
ing, we  believe,  to  many  thousand  pounds  ;  which  was 
levied,  whh  great  difBculty,  out  of  the  shattered  estates 
of  the  young  Earl  of  Derby. 
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CHAPTER  VIU. 


Ladt  Pevehtl  remained  in  no  small  onxtcty  for  sev- 
eral liours  after  tier  husband  and  the  Countess  had  de- 
parted from  Martindate  Castle  ;  more  especially  when 
she  learned  that  Mnjor  Bridgenorth,  concerning  wbosB 
mutions  she  made  private  inquiry,  had  taken  horse  with  a 
party,  and  was  gone  to  the  westward  in  the  same  direction 
whh  Sir  Geoffrey. 

At  length  her  immediate  uneasiness  in  regard  to  ihs 
safety  of  her  husband  and  the  Countess  was  removed,  by 
the  arrival  of  Whitaker,  with  her  husband's  commendit- 
Cinns,  and  an  account  of  the  scuffle  betwiict  himself  and 
2UBJor  Bridgenorth. 

I^ady  Pcveril  shuddered  to  sec  how  nearly  they  hail 

XI  pproaclied   to  renewal  of  the  scenes  of  civil  discord  ; 

nod  wliile  she  was  thankful  to  Heaven  for  her  husband's 

i  minediate  preservation,  she  could  not  help  feeling  both 

j-«gret  and  apprehension  for  the  consecjuences  of  his  qnar- 

rc\  wilh  Major  Bridgenorth.     Tliey  had  now  lost  an  old 

friend,  who  had  showed  himself  such  under  those  circum- 

slmires  of  adversity  by  which  friendship  is  most  severely 

^arivd;  and  she  could  not  disguise  from  herself,  that  Bridge- 

^^lonh,  thus  irritated,  might  be  a  troublesome,  if  not  a  dan- 

g*^roii5  enemy.     His  rights  as  a  creditor,  he  had  hitherto 

"sed  with  gentleness  ;    but  if  he  should  employ  rigour, 

I*ady  Peveril,  whose  attention  to  domestic  economy  had 

I       made  her  nmch  better  acqnaintod  with  her  husband't 

\       affairs  titan   lie  was   himself,  foresaw  considerable  incon- 

l       lenience  from  the  measures  which  the  law  put  in  his 

I       |wcr.      She  coniforlcd    herself  wiili   the  recollection, 

I      IwKevcr,  that  she  had  still  a  strong  huld  ou  Biidgcuortli 
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through  his  paternal  afiection,  and  from  the  fixed 
which  he  liad  hitherto  manifested,  tliat  his  daughter^ 
heahh  could  only  flourish  while  under  her  charge.    Bol 
any  cxpcctaiions  of  rccouciUation  which  Lady  Peveril 
inii;ht  probahly  have  founded  on  this  circumsCaDcey 
frustrated  by  an  incident  which  took  place  in  the 
of  the  following  morning. 

Tlie  govemantc,  Mistress  Deborah,  who  lias  been  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  went  forth,  as  usual,  with  the  children,  to 
take  their  morning  exercise  in  the  Park  accompanied  by 
Rachel,  a  girl  who  acted  occasionally  as  her  assistant  in 
attending  upon  them.  But  not  as  usual  did  she  retunu 
It  was  near  the  hour  of  breakfast,  when  Ellesinere,  wilk 
an  unwonted  degree  of  primness  in  her  mouth  and  man- 
ner, came  to  acquaint  her  lady  tliat  Mistress  Deborah  had 
not  tliought  proper  to  come  back  from  the  Park,  tbou^ 
the  breakfast  hour  approached  so  near. 

*^  She  will  come,  then,  presently,"  said  Lady  Peveril, 
whh  indifference.  ; 

Ellesmere  gave  a  short  and  doubtful  cough,  and  thfai 
proceeded  to  say,  that  Rachel  had  been  sent  home  with 
little  Master  Julian,  and  Mistress  Deborah  had  been 
pleased  to  say,  she  would  walk  on  with  Miss  Bridgenorth 
as  far  as  Moultrassie  Holt ;  which  was  a  point  at  which 
the  property  of  die  Major,  as  matters  now  stood,  bounded 
tliat  of  Sir  Geoflirey  Peveril. 

"  Is  the  wench  tunied  silly,"  exclaimed  the  lady,  some- 
thing angrily,  "  that  she  does  not  obey  my  orders,  and 
return  at  regular  hours?"  -m 

'^  She  may  be  turning  silly,"  said  Ellesmere,  mystcri- V 
ously  ;  ''  or  she  may  be  turning  too  sly  ;    and  I  think  it 
were  as  well  your  ladyship  looked  to  h." 

"  Looked  to  what,  Ellesmere  ?"  said  tlie  lady,  impa- 
tiently. '*  You  are  strangely  oracular  this  morning.  If 
you  know  anything  to  the  prejudice  of  this  young  woman, 
I  pray  you  speak  it  out." 

"  I  prrjudice  !"  said  Ellcsnierc  ;  "  I  scorn  to  preju- 
dice M)nn,  woman,  or  child,  in  the  way  of  a  fellow-ser 
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▼ant  ;   only  I  wish  your  ladyship  to  look  about  you,  and 
use  your  own  eye»---that  is  alL'^ 

^  You  bid  me  use  my  own  eyes,  Ellesmere  ;  but  1 
■uspect,"  answered  the  lady,  ^'  you  would  be  better 
pleased  were  I  contented  to  see  through  your  spectacles. 
1  chai^  you — and  you  know  I  will  be  obeyed — I  charge 
you  to  tell  me  what  you  know  or  suspect  about  this  girl, 
Deborah  Debbitch." 

**  /  see  through  spectacles  !"  exclaimed  the  indignant 
Abigail.  *'  Your  ladyship  will  pardon  me  in  that,  for  I 
never  use  them,  unless  a  pair  that  belonged  to  my  poor 
niotiier,whKhIputon  when  your  ladyship  wants  your  pin- 
ners curiously  wrought.  No  woman  above  sixteen  ever 
did  white-seam  without  barnacles.  And  then  as  to  sus- 
pecting, I  suspect  nothing ;  for  as  your  ladyship  hath  taken 
Mistress  Deborah  Debbitch  from  under  my  hand,  to  be 
sure  it  is  neither  bread  nor  butter  of  mine.  Only," 
(here  she  began  to  speak  with  her  lips  shut,  so  as  scarce 
to  permit  a  sound  to  issue,  and  mincing  her  words  as  if 
she  pinched  off  the  ends  of  them  before  she  suffered  them 
to  escape) — '*  only,  madam,  if  Mistress  Deborah  goes  so 
often  of  a  morning  to  Mouhrassie  Holt,  why,  I  should  not 
be  surprised  if  she  should  never  6nd  the  way  back  again." 
"  Once  more,  what  do  you  mean,  Ellesmere  ?  You 
vere  wont  to  have  some  sense — let  me  know  distinctly 
what  the  matter  is." 

^*  Only,  madam,"  pursued  the  Abigail,  **  that  since 
l)rids:cnorth  came  back  from  Chesterfield,  and  saw  you 
at  \h'i  Castle  il.nll.  Mistress  Deborah  has  been  pleased  to 
<*nrry  the  children  every  morning  to  that  place  ;  and  it 
bas  so  happened  that  she  has  often  met  the  Major,  n« 
ihrycnll  him,  there  in  his  walks  ;  for  he  can  walk  about 
now  like  other  folks  ;  and  I  warrant  you  she  hath  not 
l>cen  the  worse  of  the  meeting-— one  way  at  least,  for  she 
I'atli  boiii^lit  a  new  hood  might  serve  yourself,  madam  ; 
l*'ii  wliethcr  she  iinth  had  aiiytliini;  in  hand  besides  a  piece 
of  money,  no  doubt  your  ladyship  is  best  judge." 

lU      VOL.    1. 
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Liady  Peveril,  who  readily  adopted  the  more  good* 
natured  constructioo  of  the  govemante's  motivcfSf  could 
not  help  laughing  at  the  idea  of  a  man  of  Bridgeiiorth*fl 
precise  appearance,  strict  principles,  and  reserved  habitfi 
being  suspected  of  a  design  of  gallantry ;  and  readOy 
concluded,  that  Mistress  Deborah  had  found  her  adva»- 
lage  in  gratifying  his  parental  afiection  by  a  frequent  sight 
of  his  daughter  during  the  few  days  which  intenrened 
betwixt  his  6rst  seeing  little  Alice  at  the  Castle,  and  the 
events  which  had  followed.  But  she  was  somewhat  sur^ 
prised,  when,  an  hour  after  the  usual  breakfast  hour,  dur- 
ing which  neither  the  child  nor  Mistress  Deborah  ap- 
peared, Major  Bridgenorth's  only  man-servant  arrived  aft 
the  Castle  on  horseback,  dressed  as  for  a  journey ;  and 
having  delivered  a  letter  addressed  to  herself,  and  an- 
otiier  to  Mistress  Elllesmere,  rode  away  without  waiting 
any  answer. 

There  woaM  have  been  nothing  remarkable  in  tUsi 
had  any  other  person  been  concerned ;  but  Major  Bridge- 
north  was  so  very  quiet  and  orderly  in  all  his  proceediDgi 
— «o  little  liable  to  act  hastily  or  by  impulse,  that  the 
least  appearance  of  bustle  where  he  was  concerned,  ex- 
cited surprise  and  curiosity. 

Lady  Peveril  broke  her  letter  hastily  open,  and  found 
that  it  contained  the  folk>wing  lines  : — 

**  For  the  Hands  of  the  Honovrnble  and  Honoured  Ijod^ 

Peveril— These : 

•*  Madam — Please  it  your  Ijailyship,  w 

**•  I  write  more  to  excuse  myself  to  your  ladyship,  than 
to  accuse  cither  you  or  others,  in  respect  that  I  am  sen- 
sible it  becomes  our  frail  nature  better  to  confess  our 
own  imperfections,  than  to  complain  of  those  of  others. 
Neither  do  I  mean  to  speak  of  past  times,  particularly  in 
respect  of  your  worthy  ladyship,  being  sensible  that  if  I 
hare  served  you  in  that  period  when  our  Israel  might  be 
called  triumphant,  you  have  more  than  requited  me,  in 
giving  to  my  arms  a  child,  redeemed,  as  it  were,  from  the 
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n]«  of  the  ahsdow  of  detth.  And,  tberafore,  u  I  heart- 
i|j  fot^ire  to  your  ladyship  the  uakiod  aad  violent  meat* 
ura  which  you  dealt  to  me  at  our  last  meeting,  (seeing  that 
tbe  woman  who  was  the  cause  of  strife  is  accounted  one 
of  your  kindred  people,}  1  do  entreat  you,  in  like  nuD- 
ner,  to  pardon  my  enticing  away  fnMO  your  service 
the  young  woman  called  Deborah  Debbitch,  whose  nur- 
ture, instructed  as  she  bath  been  under  your  ladyship's  di- 
raction,  is,  it  may  be,  indispensable  to  the  health  of  my 
dearest  child.  1  had  purposed,  madam,  with  your  gra- 
cious permission,  that  Alice  sliould  have  remained  at  Mar* 
tndale  Castle,  under  your  kind  charge,  until  she  could  so 
&r  discern  betwixt  good  and  evil,  diat  it  sliould  be  mat- 
ter of  conscience  lo  teach  lier  ibe  way  in  which  she 
•faould  go.  For  it  is  not  unknown  to  your  ladysliip,  and 
in  no  way  do  I  speak  it  reproaclifully,  but  rather  sorrow- 
fully, that  B  person  so  excellently  gifted  as  yourself — 1 
mean  touching  natural  quahlics — has  not  yel  received  that 
true  light  which  is  a  hmp  to  the  paths,  but  are  contented 
to  stumble  in  darkness,  and  among  tbe  graves  of  dead 
men.  It  has  been  my  prayer  in  the  watches  of  the  night, 
tliat  your  ladyship  should  cense  from  the  doctrine  wliich 
causcth  to  err  ;  but  I  grieve  to  say,  that  our  candlestick 
being  about  to  he  removed,  the  land  will  most  likely  be 
involved  in  deeper  darkness  than  ever;  and  the  return  of 
the  King,  to  nhich  1  and  many  looked  forward  as  a  man- 
ifestation of  divine  favour,  seems  to  prove  Utile  else  than 
*  pennilted  iriiunph  of  the  Prince  of  the  Air,  who  sctteth 
about  to  restore  his  Vaniiy-fair  of  liisliops,  deans,  and  such 
like,  cxtniding  the  peaceful  ministers  of  die  word,  whose 
labours  li.ive  proved  fuidiful  to  many  hungry  souls.  So, 
hearing  from  a  sure  band,  that  commission  has  gone  forth 
to  restore  these  dumb  dogs,  the  followers  of  Laud  and 
ni  Williams,  who  were  cast  forth  by  the  late  Parliament, 
and  llial  an  Act  of  Conforinily,  or  nidior,  of  doformity  of 
\ii>rRlii|i,  was  In  be  cxpcoti-d,  it  is  my  jiurpose  lo  Hy  from 
the  wrnili  lo  come,  and  to  seek  somo  corner  where  1  may 
dwell  in  peace,  and  enjoy  liborly  of  conscience.  For 
wIk)  would  abide  in  the  sanctuary,  after  tlic  carved  work 
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thereof  is  broken  down,  and  when  it  hath  been  n 

flace  for  owls,  and  satyrs  of  the  wilderness  ?^Aiid 
blame  myself,  madam,  that  I  went  in  the  singlei 
my  heart  too  readily  into  that  carousing  in  the  bo 
feasting,  wherein  my  love  of  union,  and  my  desire  li 
respect  to  your  ladyship,  were  made  a  snare  to  me. 
trust  it  will  be  an  atonement,  tliat  I  am  now  about  to 
mysolf  from  the  place  of  my  birth,  and  the  house 
fathers,  as  well  as  from  the  place  which  holdcth  th 
of  those  pledges  of  my  afiection.     I  have  also  to  re 
ber,  that  in  this  land  my  honour,  (after  the  worldl; 
mation,)  hatli  been  abated,  and  my  utility  circumse 
by  your  husband.  Sir  GeoflTrcy  Peveril ;  and  that  « 
any  chance  of  my  obtaining  reparation  at  his  hand,  v 
by  I  may  say  the  hand  of  a  kinsman  was  lifted  up  a 
ray  credit  and  my  life.      These  things  are  bitter 
taste  of  the  old  Adam  ;   wlierefore,  to  prevent  ( 
bickerings,  and,  it  may  be,  bloodslicd,  it  is  better 
leave  this  land  for  a  time.      The  affairs  which  rem 
be  settled  between  Sir  Geoffrey  and  myself,  I  shall 
in  the  hand  of  the  riglitcous  Master  Joachim  Wii 
Fight,  an  attorney  in  Chester,  who  will  arrange  then 
such  attention  to  Sir  Geoffrey's  convenience,  as  Ji 
and  the  due  exercise  of  the  law,  will  permit ;    foi 
trust  I  shall  have  grace  to  resist  the  temptation  to 
the  weapons  of  carnal  warfare  llic  instrunicurs  of  n 
venge,  so  I  scorn  to  effect  it  tlirough  the  means  of  '. 
mon.     Wishing,  madam,  that  the  Lord  may  gran 
every  blessing,  and,  in  especial,  that  which  is  ov 
otiicrs,  namely,  the  true  knowledge  of  His  way, 
'^  I  remain,  your  devoted  servant  to  command, 

Ralph  Buidgen< 
"  IVritten  at  MotJirassie-Hally  this  tenth 
day  of  July,  liiCO.*' 

So  soon  as  I^ady  Peveril  had  perused  this  1on{ 
singular  homily,  in  which  it  seemed  to  her  that  her  i 
bour  sliowed  more  spirit  of  religious  fanaticism  tha 
eould  have  supposed  him  possessed  of,  she  looked  u 
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Wirfd  Ellesmcre, — rvidia  counlenance  in  which  morllA^' 
•nation,  and  an  affected  air  of  contempt,  seemed  to  sim 
s!e  logcdier, — who,  lired  with  watching  the  expression 
'W  roidress's  counlenance,  applied  for  confirmation 
^r  suKpicions  in  plain  terms.  ^ 

"  ]  suppose,  madam,"  said  the  waiting-woman,  "  Hm 
■mdo  fool  luIeDda  to  marry  the  wench  ?     They  say  htl 
I  ^>*i  M  abift  ilie  country.     Truly  it's  time,  indeed  ;  I 
P  waiilet  that  tJie  whole  neighbourhood  would  laugh  him : 
•Corn,  I  ^lould  not  be  surprised  if  Lance  Ouiram,  I' 
^e«pcr,  gave  him  a  buck's  liead  to  bear  ;    for  that  is 
"»   liie  way  of  hia  office." 

•'  There  is  no  great  occasion  for  your  spite  at  preset 
Kllesmere,"  replied  her  lady.  "My  letter  says  no 
mg  of  marriage ;  but  it  would  appear  that  Master  Brid;^ 
i*Orlh,  being  lo  leave  this  country,  has  engaged  Deborall 
to  take  care  of  his  child  ;  and  I  am  sure  1  am  hcarliljr 
Slad  of  it,  for  the  infant's  sake." 

•*  And  1  am  glad  of  it  for  my  own,"  said  Ellesmere; 
**  and,  indeed,  for  the  sake  of  the  wiiole  house. — And 
your  ladyship  thinks  she  ia  not  like  to  he  married  to  him  ? 
■^roih,  1  could  never  see  how  he  should  be  such  an  idiot ; 
out  perhaps  she  is  going  to  do  worse,  for  she  speaks  here 
<*''  coming  to  high  preferment,  and  that  scarce  (uunes  bj 
fc'iwx  Mnitsa  mnr-ft^ajn ;  ibeo  aha  writes  bm  wham 
•■^ritagbv  lUngi^Mif  ImremulntKrf'lbe  waidrotw 


|kv  en*  Id  B^  »ge  wd  e^iwience,  fbnootb,  u  if  abt 
■Wwdad  to  raoaawMml  the  dear  little  jewd  to  ma ;  and. 
'.''*■■•  to  ^eikflf  taw  ag»r-but  I  will  bmdle  away  bar 
M|p  to  thti^iBO,  with  a  witoeaa  1" 

"  i>B  it  with  aD  ciriEty,**  aaid  die  lady ;  **  and  let 
^V^itafc*  aaod  her  the  wane  ibr  wlitch  dn'bu  served^ 
■nd  a  bn»d-|Hece  over  aod  above  ;  for,  ihou^  ^  lisbt- 
beaded  youDg  woman,  she  was  kind  lo  the  childreo." 

"  I  hoow  who  U  kind  to  their  serrants,  madam,  and 
Wxdd  wptil  ifae  best  ever  pinned  a  gown." 

"  I  apnled  a  good  one,  Ellesinere,  wheo  1  spoiled  thee," 
i^  the  kdy ;   "  but  tell  Mrs.  Deborah  to  kisa  the  littls 

10*     TOL.  1. 
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Alice  for  me,  and  to  otkr  my  good  wishes  to 
BridgeiKMthy  for  his  temporal  and  future  happmeaB." 
She   permitted  no  observation  or  leplyf  but 
missed  her  attendant,  widiout  entering  into  farther 
ulars. 

When  EUcsmere  had  witlidrawn,  Lady  Peveril  hegum 
to  reflect,  with  much  feeling  of  compassion,  on  the  letter' 
of  Major  Bridgcnorth  ;    a  person  in  whom  there 
certainly  many  excellent  qualities,  but  wliom  a  series 
domestic  misfortunes,  and  the  increasing  gloom  of  a  fl 
cere,  yet  stern  feeling  of  devotion,  rendered  lonely  tnA 
unhappy  ;   and  she  had  more  than  one  anuous  tIiou^>^ 
(or  tlie  happiness  of  the  little  Alice,  brought  up,  as  sb^ 
was  likciy  to  be,  under  such  a  father.     SliU  the  remor^* 
of  Bridgenorth  was,  on  the  whole,  a  desirable  event ;  tk^ 
while  he  remained  at  the  Hall,  it  was  but  too  likely  th^^ 
lome  accidental  collision  with  Sir  Geoffi*ey  might  give  rii 
to  a  rencontre  betwixt  tliem,  more  fatal  than  the  last 
been. 

In  the  meanwhile,  she  could  not  help  expressing 
Doctor  Dummerar  her  surprise  and  sorrow,  that  aU  wbid^ 
she  had  done  and  attempted,  to  establish  peace  and  una-^ 
nimity  betwixt  the  contending  factions,  had  been  perverse- 
ly fated  to  turn  out  the  very  reverse  of  what  she  bad 
aimed  at. 

"  But  for  my  unhappy  invitation,"  she  said,  **  Bridge- 
north  would  not  hai'^e  been  at  the  Castle  on  the  morning 
which  succeeded  the  feast,  would  not  have  seen  the 
Countess,  and  would  not  have  incurred  the  resentment 
and  opposition  of  my  husband.  And  but  for  the  King*i 
return,  an  event  which  was  so  anxiously  expected  as  the 
termination  of  all  our  ealamities,  neither  the  noble  lady 
nor  ourselves  had  been  engaged  in  this  new  path  of  diffi- 
culty and  danger." 

"  Honoured  madam,"  said  Doctor  Dummerar,  "  were 
the  afiairs  of  this  world  to  be  guided  implicitly  by  human 
wisdom,  or  were  they  uniformly  to  fall  out  according  to 
the  conjectures  of  human  forcsii^ht,  events  would  no  long- 
er be  under  the  domination  of  that  time  and   chance 
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^  ■'         irhich  happen  unto  all  men,  since  we  should,  in  the  one 

I        case,  work  out  our  own  purposes  to  a  certainty,  by  our 

I        own  skill,  and,  in  the  other,  regulate  our  conduct  accord- 

'f        Bg  to  die  views  of  unerring  prescience.      But  man  is, 

vlule  in  this  vale  of  tears,  like  an  uninstructed  bowler,  so 

''~         to  speak,  who  thinks  to  attain  tlic  jack  by  delivering  his 

;;  iottl  straight  forward  upon  it,  being  ignorant  tliat  ihoro 

'         j^  a  concealed  bias  within  the  spheroid,  which  will  make 

^        "i  in  all  probability,  swerve  away,  and  lose  the  cast." 

'  Having  spoken  this  with  a  sententious  air,  the  Doctor 

'       look  his  shovel-shaped  hat,  and  went  down  to  the  Castle 

Si'een,  to  conclude  a  match  of  bowls  with  Whitaker,  which 

''<&d  probably  suggested  this  notable  illustration  of  the  un- 

^c^rtain  course  of  human  events. 

Two  days  afterwards,  Sir  GeofTrcy  arrived.  He  had 
,^ajted  at  Vale-Royal  till  he  heard  of  tlie  Countess's  be- 
■Og  s^rtbly  embarked  for  Man,  and  then  had  posted  home- 
ward to  his  Casde  and  Dame  Margaret.  On  his  way,  he 
l^amed  from  some  of  his  attendants,  the  mode  in  which 
■>is  lady  had  conducted  the  entertainment  which  she  had 
piven  to  the  neighbourhood  at  his  order  ;  and  notwith- 
*t  at  tiding  the  great  deference  he  usually  showed  in  cases 
^'liere  Lady  Peveril  was  concerned,  he  heard  of  her  lib- 
erality towards  the  Presbyterian  party  with  great  indig- 
os tion. 

*'  I  could  have  admitted  Bridgenorth,"  he  said,  "  for 

hc^    rJways  bore  him  in  neii^hbourly  and  kindly  fashion  till 

^l^is  last  career — I  could  have  endured  him,  so  he  would 

l*iive  drunk  the  King's  heallli,  like  a  true  man — but  to 

l>ring  that  snuffling  scoundrel  Solsgrace,  with  all  his  beg- 

S^riy,  long-eared  congregation,  to  hold  a  conventicle  in 

niy  father's  house — to  let  them  domineer  it  as  they  listed 

— -why,  I  would  not  have  permitted  them  such  liberty, 

when  they  held  their  head  the  highest !     They  never,  iu 

die  worst  of  times,  found  any  way  into  Martindale  Castlo 

but  what  Noll's  cannon  made  for  them  ;    and  that  they 

should  come  and  cant  there,  when  good  King  Charles  is 

returned — by  my  hand,  Dame  Margaret  shall  hear  of  it !" 
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But,  notwithstanding  tliese  ireful  resolotioDS, 
altogether  subsided  in  the  honest  Knight's  breast, 
be  saw  the  fair  features  of  his  lady  lightened  with 
tionate  joy  at  his  return  in  safety.  As  he  took  beriabil  i 
arms  and  kissed  her,  he  forgave  her  ere  be  mentioned  kp  j 
offence.  ^  'J 

^'  Thou  hast  played  the  knave  with  roe,  Meg,"  he  ai^ 
sliaking  bis  head,  and  smiling  at  the  same  timef  "  mk 
thou  knowest  in  what  matter }  but  I  think  thou  art  titt 
church-woman,  and  didst  only  act  from  some  silly  wooH^ 
isli  fancy  of  keeping  fair  with  tliese  roguish  Rouodfaeadit  j 
But  let  me  have  no  more  of  this.  I  had  rather  liailiir  ( 
dale  Castle  were  again  rent  by  their  bullets,  tbaa  recchi  • 
any  of  tl»e  knaves  in  the  way  of  friendship— I  ahriyt  ; 
except  Ralph  Bridgenorth  of  the  Hall,  if  be  should  cooM  i 
to  his  senses  again." 

Lady  Peveril  was  here  under  tlie  necessity  of  ezpUvr 
ing  what  she  had  heard  of  Master  Bridgenorth— 4be  dii* 
appearance  of  the  govcrnante  with  bis  daughter,  lai 
placed  Bridgenortli's  letter  in  his  hand.  Sir  Geoffivf 
shook  his  liead  at  first,  and  then  laughed  extremely,  H 
the  idea  that  there  was  some  little  love  intrigue  betweaa 
Bridgenorth  and  Mistress  Deborah. 

**  It  is  the  tme  end  of  a  dissenter,"  he  said,  *'  lo  mar- 
ry his  own  mnid-scrvant,  or  some  other  |)erson's.  DebiH 
rah  is  a  good  likely  wench,  and  on  the  merrier  side  of 
thirty,  as  I  should  think." 

"  Nay,  nay,"  said  tlie  Lndy  Peveril,  "  you  are  as  uh 
charitable  as  Ellesmerc — I  believe  it  but  to  be  affection 
10  his  child." 

^'  Pshaw  !  pshaw  !"  answered  the  Knight,  "women  act. 
eternally  thinking  of  children  ;  but  among  men,  dame, 
many  one  caresses  the  infant  that  he  may  kiss  the  child's 
maid;  and  whero's  tlie  wonder  or  the  harm  either,  if  Bridge- 
north  should  marry  the  wench  ?  Her  father  is  a  substan- 
tial yeoman  ;  his  family  has  had  the  same  fann  sfaice 
Bos  worth-field — as  goocl  a  pedigree  as  that  of  the  greal- 
grandson  of  a  Chesterfield  brewer,  I  trow.  But  let  09 
hear  what  he  says  for  himself — I  shall  spell  it  out  if  Acrm 
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h  any  n^tery  in  die  letter  almiit  love  and  likinj;,  tbongh 
k  tnigiil  escnpe  your  innocence,  Datne  Margaret." 

The  Knight  of  the  Peak  begnii  to  penise  llic  letter 
•ccordingly,  but  nas  much  embarrassed  by  the  peculiar 
Imngiiage  in  wliich  it  was  couched.  "  What  he  mcani 
by  moving  of  candlesticks,  and  breaking  down  of  carved 
Work  in  the  church,  1  cannot  guess  ;  unless  he  means  to 
^ng  hack  tlie  large  silver  candlesticks  which  my  grand- 
>re  gave  to  be  placed  on  the  allar  at  AlartindaJe-MouI- 
trusie ;  and  which  his  crop-eared  friends,  like  sacrilegioua 
villains  as  they  arc,  stole  and  nieitcd  down.  And  in  like 
naaner,  the  only  breaking  I  know  of,  was  when  they 
ptilled  down  ilie  rails  of  the  communion-table,  (for  which 
some  of  their  fingers  are  hot  enough  by  this  time,)  and 
*hen  the  brass  ornaments  were  torn  down  from  the  Pev- 
eril  raonuinenis;  and  that  was  breaking  and  removing 
i^ith  a  vengeance.  However,  dame,  the  upshot  is,  that 
poor  Brldgenonh  is  going  to  leave  the  ncighhourliood.  I 
■*n  truly  sorry  for  it,  though  1  never  saw  him  oftcner  than 
oncea-day,  and  never  spoke  to  him  above  two  words. 
But  I  see  liow  it  is — that  little  sbnke  by  the  shouMer  stirks 
>n  his  stomach  ;  and  yet,  Meg,  I  did  but  lift  him  out  of 
iKc  saddle  as  1  might  have  lifted  thee  into  it,  ItTargnrct— 
1  Was  careful  not  lo  hurt  him  ;  and  I  did  not  think  liim 
o  tender  in  point  of  honour  as  to  mind  such  a  tiling 
much.  But  I  see  plainly  where  his  sore  lies  ;  and  1  nar- 
f^nt  you  I  will  manage  that  he  stays  ot  the  Hall,  and  that 
yoii  get  bnck  Julian's  little  companion.  Faith,  I  am  sorry 
Myself  at  the  thought  of  losing  the  baby,  and  of  having 
to  choose  another  ridu  when  it  is  not  hunting  weather, 
than  round  by  the  Hall,  with  a  word  at  the  window." 

"  1  should  be  very  glad,  Sir  Geoffrey,"  said  Lady 
Pcveril,  "  that  you  could  come  lo  a  reconciliation  with 
this  Hortliy  man,  for  such  I  must  hold  Master  Bridgu- 
iwnh  to  lie." 

"  Bill  for  his  dissenting  principles,  as  good  a  neighbour 
Wfvcr  lived,"  said  Sir  Geoflh^y. 

"  But  I  scarce  see,"  continued  the  lady,  "  any  possi- 
bility of  bringing  about  a  conclusion  so  desinible." 
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**  Tush,  dame/'  answered  the  Knight ;  *^  ihoa 
little  of  such  matters.      I  know  the  foot  he  hahs  opoiii 
and  you  shall  sec  hira  go  as  sound  as  ever." 

liidy  Peveril  had,  from  her  sincere  affection  and  aoaad 
sense,  as  good  a  right  to  claim  the  full  confidence  of  her 
husband,  as  any  woman  in  Derbyshire  ;    and,  upon  thb 
occasion,  to  confess  the  truth,  she  had  more  anxiety  lo 
know  his  purpose  than  her  sense  of  tiieir  mutual  and  sep- 
arate duties  permitted  her  in  general  to  entertain.    Sbt 
could  not  imagine  what  mode  of  reconciliation  with  In 
neighbour.  Sir  Geoffrey  (no  very  acute  judge  of  niankiml 
or  their  peculiarities)  could  have  devised  which  might  doI 
lie  disclosed  to  her  ;   and  she  felt  some  secret  anzietjr 
lest  the  means  resorted  to  might  be  so  ill-chosen  as  to 
render  the  breach  rather  wider.     But  Sir  Geoffrey  woald    - 
give  no  o|)ening  for  farther  inquiry.      He  had  been  kag 
onough  colonel  of  a  regiment  abroad,  to  value  himself  oa 
the  right  of  absolute  command  at  home ;   and  to  all  tba 
hints  which  his  lady's  ingenuity  could  devise  and  throf^ 
out,  lie  only  answered,  *^  Patience,  Dame  Margaret,  pn^ 
tience.     This  is  no  case  for  thy  handling.    Thou  shat^ 
know  enough  on't  by  and  by,  dame. — Go  look  to  Julian  ^-^ 
Will  the  boy  never  have  done  crying  for  lack  of  that  little 
sprout  of  a  Roundhead  ?    But  we  will  have  little  Alic 
back  with  us  in  two  or  three  days,  and  all  will  be  well 
again." 

As  the  good  Knight  spoke  these  words,  a  post  winded 
his  horn  in  the  court,  and  a  large  packet  was  brought  in, 
addressed  to  the  worshipful  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  so  fortli  ;  for  he  had  been  placed  in 
authority  so  soon  as  the  Kuig's  Restoration  was  put  upon 
n  settled  basis.  Upon  opening  the  packet,  which  lie  did 
with  no  small  feeling  of  iin|)ortance,  he  found  that  it  con* 
tained  the  warrant  which  lie  had  solicited  for  replacing 
Doctor  Dummcrnr  in  the  pnrisli,  from  which  he  had  been 
forcibly  ejected  during  the  usurpation.^^ 

Few  incidents  could  have  given  more  delight  to  Sir 
Geoffrey.  He  could  forgive  a  stout  able-bodied  sectary 
or  non-conformist,  who  cnfori;cd  his  doctrines  in  the  field 
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by  donnri^  blows  on  Uie  casques  and  cuirasses  of  him- 
self and  otfaer  Cavoliers.  But  he  remembered,  witli  mmt 
▼indictive  accuracy,  iho  triumphnnt  entrance  of  Hugh 
Peters  through  the  breach  of  his  Castle ;  and  for  his  sake, 
vilbout  nicely  distingui siting  betwixt  sects  or  their  teach- 
ers, ho  held  all  vho  mounted  a  pulpit  witJiout  warrant 
from  the  Churrli  of  England — perhaps  he  iniglit  also  in 
private  except  that  of  Koine — to  be  disdirbere  of  tlie  pub- 
lic trantjdilltly — serlucers  of  llie  cnngrcgnrion  from  tbcir 
lawful  preachers — instigators  of  tlie  lute  Civil  War — and 
men  well  disposed  to  risk  the  fate  of  a  new  one. 

Then,  on  the  other  hand,  besides  gratifying  his  dislike 
W  Solsgrace,  he  saw  much  saticfaction  in  the  task  of  re- 
placing bis  old  friend  and  associate  in  sport  and  in  danger, 
the  worthjr  Doctor  Dummerar,  in  his  legitimate  rights, 
and  in  the  ease  and  comforts  of  his  vicarage.  He  commu- 
nicated the  contents  of  tlie  packet,  with  great  triumph,  to 
his  lady  who  now  perceived  the  sense  of  the  myeicrtous 
paragraph  in  Major  Bridgenorth's  k-ttcr,  concerning  the 
removal  of  the  candlestick,  and  the  extinction  of  light  and 
doctrine  in  the  lajail.  She  pointed  this  out  to  Sir  Geof- 
frey, and  cndeBvoured  to  persuade  liiin  that  a  door  ivas 
now  opened  (o  reconciliation  with  his  neighbour,  hy  exe- 
cuting die  commission  which  he  had  received  in  an  easy 
and  moderate  manner,  after  due  delay,  and  with  all  re- 
spect to  the  feelings  holh  of  Solsgrace  and  his  congre- 
gation, which  circumstances  admitted  of.  Tliis,  the  laily 
argued,  would  be  doing  no  injury  whaieier  to  Doctor 
Uunimerar  ; — nay,  might  lie  the  means  of  reconciling 
many  to  his  ministry,  who  might  otherwise  he  disgusted 
'Willi  it  forever,  by  (he  premature  expulsion  of  a  favourits 
prencber. 

There  was  murh  wisdom,  as  well  as  ino<lcralion,  in  this 
sdiicc  ;  and  nt  another  lime.  Sir  Geoffrey  would  have 
liad  sense  enough  In  liavt;  ndoptuil  it.  But  who  can  act 
roin|K>sedly  or  pnidcnily  in  Uie  hour  of  triumph  ?  The 
(jectioii  of  Mr.  Solsf^roce  was  so  Iwsiily  executed,  as  to 
give  it  some  a|)])cnranee  of  persecution  ;  though,  more 
jiisily  considered,  it  was  die  icsioring  of  his  predcc 
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lo  bis  legal  rights.  Solsgrace  Iiimself  seemed  lo  I 
sirous  to  make  his  sufferings  as  manifest  as  possible. 
held  out  to  the  last  ;  and  on  the  Sabbath  after  h 
received  intimation  of  his  ejection,  attempted  to 
his  way  to  the  pulpit,  as  usual,  supported  by  1 
Bridgenorth's  attorney,  Win-the-Fight,  and  a  few  » 
followers. 

Just  as  this  party  came  into  the  churchyard  on  di 
side,  Dr.  Dummerar,  dressed  in  full  pontificals,  io 
of  triumphal  procession,  accompanied  by  Peveril  c 
Peak,  Sir  Jasper  Cranbourne,  aud  other  Cavaliera  c 
tinction,  entered  at  the  other. 
^  To  prevent  an  actual  struggle  in  the  church,  Hn 

f  ish-officers  were  sent  to  prevent  the  farther  approi 

/  tlie  Presbyterian  minister  ;  which  was  efiected  w 
farther  damage  than  a  broken  head,  inflicted  by  ] 
Raine,  the  drunken  innkeeper  of  the  Peveril  armai 
the  Presbyterian  attorney  of  Chesterfield. 

Unsubdued  in  spirit,  though  compelled  to  tHm 
superior  force,  the  undaunted  Mr.  Solsgrace  retired 
vicarage  ;  where,  under  some  legal  pretext  whic 
been  started  by  Mr.  Win-the-Fight,  (in  that  day  ui 
named,)  he  attempted  to  maintain  himself — bolted 
—-barred  windows — and,  as  report  said,  ^though  fal 
made  provision  of  fire-arms  to  resist  the  officen 
scene  of  clamour  and  scandal  accordingly  took  | 
which  being  reported  to  Sir  Geoffrey,  he  came  in  p 
with  some  of  his  attendants  carrying  arms— force 
outer-gate  and  inner-doors  of  the  house ;  and  proce 
lo  the  study,  found  no  other  garrison  save  the  Prei 
rian  parson,  with  the  attorney,  who  gave  up  possess 
the  premises,  after  making  protcstution  against  tb 
lence  diat  had  been  used. 

The  rabble  of  the  village  being  by  this  time  all  h 
tion.  Sir  Geoffrey,  Iwlh  in  prudence  and  in  good-ni 
saw  the  propriety  of  escorting  Ills  prisoners,  for  so 
might  be  termed,  snfcly  through  the  tumuh  ;  and  ac 
ingly  conveyed  them  in  person,  througli  much  uois 


PBTBBIL  aw  TUB  PBAK.  ISl 

clamour,  u  Eir  aa  the  avenue  of  Moultnusie-Hall,  which 
they  chose  fcH-  the  place  of  their  retreat. 

But  the  absence  of  Sir  GeoSrey  g-ave  the  rein  to  soma 
dtaorders,  which,  if  present,  he  would  assuredly  have  re- 
strained. Some  of  the  minister's  books  were  torn  and 
flung  abotit  as  treasonable  and  seditious  irash,  by  tiie  zeal- 
ous parislk-ofiicers  or  their  nssistnnls.  A  quantity  of  his 
ale  n-as  drunk  up  in  hcaltiis  to  liic  King,  and  Peveril 
uf  the  Peak.  And,  riuaily,  the  boys,  niio  bore  tlic  ex- 
parson  no  good  will  lor  bJa  tyrannical  interference  with 
their  games  at  skitiles,  foot-bnll,  om\  so  forth,  and,  more- 
over, remembered  the  unmcrcifnl  length  of  his  sermons, 
dressed  up  an  cfligy  with  his  Geneva  goivn  and  band,  and 
Lis  sfeeple-crotvned  lial,  wliich  iliey  paraded  ihrough  the 
village,  and  burnt  on  the  spot  whilom  occupied  by  a  stately 
ilajr-pole,  which  Solsgrace  had  formerly  hewed  down 
vith  his  own  reverend  hands. 

Sir  Geoffrey  was  vexed  at  all  this,  and  sent  to  Mr. 
Solsgrace,  offering  satisfaction  for  the  goods  which  he 
liad  lost }  but  tlio  Calvinislical  divine  replied,  "  From  a 
ibroad  to  a  shoe-latch cl,  I  will  not  lake  anything  that  is 
tliine.  Let  tlie  sliaine  of  the  work  of  thy  lianiis  abide 
k'itli  thee." 

Considerable  scandal,  indeed,  arose  against  Sir  Geof- 

ucy  Peverll,  as  having  proceeded  with  indecent  severity 

■nd  basle  upon  this  occasion  ;  and  rumour   took  care  to 

make  the  usual  additions  lo  liie  reality.     Il  was  currently 

feporied,  that  the  desperate  Cavalier,  Pevcril  of  the  Peak, 

hiid  fallen  on  a  Presbyterian  congregation,  while  engaged 

ill  the  peaceable  exercise  of  rdigion,  wiiii  a  band  of  armed 

nivn — had  slain  some,  desperately  wounded  many  more, 

■nd  finally  pursued  the  preacher  to  his  vicarage,  which  ho 

Wilt  to  the  ground.       Some  alleged  the  clergyman  had 

perishcil  i;i  the  flames  ;  and  the  most  miiigaied  re|iort 

We,  lluit  be  had  only  boi-n  able  to  e.scnpc,  by  disposing 

I'is  goivn,  rap,  tiuil  bmiii,  noar  n  window,  in  such  a  mun- 

ntr  as  lo  iletrivc  llieiu  uiili  ihi:  idea  of  his  person  being 

sllQ  snrrounilcd   lt>  flaiiics,  while     lie    himself    lied    by 

1 1     vol..   1, 


1S3  rKV£RIl«  OF  TUB  VBAK. 

the  back  part  of  the  boose.  And  although  few  p 
believed  in  )he  extent  of  the  atrocities  thus  imputed  I 
honest  Cavalier,  yet  still  enough  of  obloquy  attack 
him  to  infer  very  serious  consequences,  as  the  readc 
learn  at  a  future  period  of  our  history. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Betaut.    Til  a  cfaallengey  sir,  is  it  nol  T 
OtmltmoH,    Tis  an  inviliiii^  lo  the  field. 

For  a  day  or  two  after  his  forcible  expulsioa  60 
vicarage,  Mr.  Solsgrace  continued  his  residence  at  i 
trassie-Hall,  where  the  natural  melancholy  attendi 
bis  situation  added  to  the  gloom  of  the  owner  < 
mansion.  In  the  morning,  the  ejected  divine  mac 
cursions  to  different  families  in  the  neighbourixM 
whom  his  ministry  had  been  acceptable  in  the  days 
prosperity,  and  from  whose  grateful  recollections  a 
period  he  now  found  sympathy  and  consolation.  I: 
not  require  to  be  condoled  with^  because  he  was  de| 
of  an  easy  and  competent  maintenance,  and  thru 
upon  the  common  of  life,  after  he  had  reason  to  su 
he  would  be  no  longer  liable  to  such  mutations  of  fo 
The  piety  of  Mr.  Solsgrace  was  sincere  ;  and  if  b 
many  of  the  uncharitable  prejudices  against  other 
which  polemical  controversy  had  generated,  and  the 
War  brought  to  a  head,  he  had  also  that  deep  ae 
duty,  by  which  enthusiasm  is  so  often  digni6ed,  am 
Jus  very  life  little,  if  called  upon  to  lay  it  down  in  ai 
tion  of  the  doctrines  in  which  he  believed.  But  h 
soon  to  prepare  for  leaving  the  district  which  HeaF< 
conceived,  had  assigned  to  him  as  his  corner  of  the 
yard  ;  he  was  to  abandon  his  flock  to  the  wolf — ^ 
forsake  tliose  witli  whom  he  had  held  sweet  coui 
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t^Dus  cnmmunion— was  to  leave  ibo  recently  convened 
to  relapse  into  false  doctrines,  and  forsake  the  tvavcring, 
vhim  liis  rontiniieil  cares  iiiiglit  bnvc  direcled  into  the 
rijiil  path — tlicsc  ivcrc  of  llictnselves  deep  causes  of  sor- 
row, and  were  aggravated,  dntihtlcss,  ))y  (hose  natural 
feelings  wiili  whicli  all  men,  cs[)ecia}]y  tliose  whose  duties 
w  habits  have  conlined  them  lo  a  limited  circle,  regard 
iIk  separation  from  wonted  scenes,  and  their  acctistamcd 
lnunis  of  solitary  musing,  or  social  intercourse. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  plan  of  plucing  Mr.  SolSgrace  M 
tbe  head  of  a  non-conforming  congregnlinn  in  his  present 
piriih,  which  his  followers  would  have  readily  consented 
taendow  with  asufiicieni  revenue.  Dut although  the  act 
Inr  universal  conformity  was  not  yet  passed,  such  a  mea»- 
■re  wns  understood  to  be  impending,  and  tlierc  existed  a 
geaenl  opinion  among  the  PrL-sliyterians,  diat  in  no  hands 
*a!  it  likely  to  he  more  strictly  enforced,  than  in  those  of 
nreril  of  the  Pcatc.  Solsgracc  himself  considered  not 
inly  his  personal  danger  as  being  considerable, — for,  as- 
Kniing  perhnps  more  consequence  than  was  actually  at- 
iHhed  to  him  or  his  productions,  he  conceived  the  honest 
Knight  to  be  his  mortal  and  determined  enemy, — but  ho 
■bo  conceived  that  he  should  serve  the  cause  of  his  church 
ij  absenting  himself  from  Derbyshire. 

"  Less  k^own  pastors,"  lie  said,  *'  though  perhaps  more 
■orihy  of  the  name,  may  be  permitted  to  assemble  the 
■nttered  flocks  in  caverns  or  in  secret  wilds,  and  to  diem 
'hill  tlie  gleaning  of  the  grapes  of  E]thraim  be  better  than 
the  vintage  of  Abiezcr.  Hut  I,  that  have  so  often  carried 
'he  banner  forth  against  ibe  mighty — 1,  whose  tongue  hath 
tniiSed,  morning  and  evening,  like  the  watchman  upon 
the  tower,  against  Popery,  Prelacy,  and  the  tyrant  of  (he 
Peik — for  me  to  abide  here,  were  but  to  bring  tlie  sword 
"f  liloudy  vengeance  amongst  you,  that  ihRshophcrd  might 
l««iniiien,  and  the  sbeep  scallci-cd.  The  slieilders  of 
lilood  have  already  assailed  me,  even  within  that  ground 
»hiHi  they  themselves  call  r onset- rated  ;  and  yourselvei 
Iiave  seen  the  scalp  of  the  rI|;Iiteous  broken,  as  he  defend- 
^  my  cause.     Tliercfore.  I  will  put  on  my  sanduls,  ttt\A 
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gird  my  loins,  and  depart  to  a  far  coiintiy,  and  then  < 
as  my  duty  shall  call  upon  mc,  whether  it  be  to  act  or 
suffer — to  bear  testimony  at  the  stake  or  in  the  pulpit.*^ 

Such  were  the  sentiments  which  Mr.  Solsgracc  expre 
ed  to  his  desponding  friends,  and  which  he  etpatiai 
upon  at  more  length  with  Major  Bridgeoorth ;  not  failii 
with  friendly  zeal,  to  rebuke  the  haste  which  the  hti 
had  shown  to  thrust  out  the  hand  of  fellowsliip  to  I 
Amalekite  woman,  whereby  he  reminded  bun,  *'  He  h 
been  rendered  her  slave  and  bondsman  for  a  season,  li 
Sampson,  betrayed  by  Delilah,  and  might  have  remain 
longer  in  the  house  of  Dagon,  had  not  Heaves  pointed 
liim  a  way  out  of  the  snare.  Also,  it  sprung  origiDa 
from  the  Major's  going  up  to  feast  in  the  high  place 
Baal,  that  he  who  was  the  champion  of  the  truth  « 
stricken  down,  and  put  to  shame  by  the  eoemy,  even 
thcprcscnce  of  the  host." 

These  objurgations  seeming  to  give  some  offence 
Major  Bridgcnorth,  who  liked,  no  better  than  any  oti 
man,  to  hear  of  his  own  mishaps,  and  at  the  same  time 
have  tliem  imputed  to  his  own  misconduct,  the  won 
divine  proceeded  to  take  shame  to  himself  for  his  o 
sinful  compliance  in  that  matter  ;  for  to  the  ven^u 
justly  due  for  that  unhappy  dinner  at  Martindale  Casi 
(which  was,  he  said,  a  crying  of  peace  when*there  v 
no  peace,  and  a  dwelling  in  the  tents  of  sin,)  he  impui 
his  ejection  from  his  living,  wiiii  the  destruction  of  so 
of  his  most  pithy  and  highly  prized  volumes  of  divini 
witii  the  loss  of  his  cap,  gown,  and  band,  and  a  dou 
hogshead  of  choice  Derby  ale. 

The  mind  of  Major  Bridgcnorth  was  strongly  tioi 
with  devotional  feeling,  which  his  late  misfortunes  had  n 
dercd  more  deep  and  solemn  ;  and  it  is  therefore  i)o  w< 
der,  that,  when  he  heard  these  arguments  urged  again  a 
again,  by  a  pastor  whom  lie  so  much  respected,  and  n 
was  now  a  confessor  in  the  cause  of  their  joint  faith, 
began  to  look  back  with  disapproval  on  his  own  condu 
and  to  suspect  that  he  had  permitted  himself  to  be  sedi 
cd  by  gratitude  towards  I^ndy  Peveril,  and  by  lier  spei 
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•rguinenls  in  favour  of  a  mutual  and  tolerating  liberality 
of  sentiments,  into  an  action  wliicli  had  a  tendency  to 
compromise  his  religious  and  political  principles. 

One  fDorning,  as  Major  Bridgenartti  had  wearied  him- 
self witli  several  d'jiails  respecting  the  arrangement  of  hii 
K^^rs,  he  was  reposing  in  llie  leathern  easy-chair,  besids 
tl*e  latticed  window,  a  posture  which,  by  natural  associa- 
tion, recalled  to  liim  ilie  memory  of  former  times,  and 
the  feelings  with  which  be  was  wont  to  expect  the  recur- 
ring visit  of  Sir  GeofSrey,  who  brought  him  news  of  his 
child's  welfare, — "  Surely,"  he  said,  thinking,  as  it  were, 
mioud,  "  there  was  no  sin  in  the  kindness  with  whicb  I 
tben  regarded  that  man." 

Solsgrace,  who  was  in  tlic  apartment,  and  guessed  what 
passed  through  his  friend's  mind,  acquainted  as  he  waa 
with  every  point  of  bis  history,  replied — "  When  God 
Mused  Elijah  to  be  fed  by  ravens,  while  hiding  at  the 
brook  Cherith,  we  bear  not  of  his  fondUng  tlie  unclean 
Urds,  whom,  contrary  to  their  mvening  nature,  a  miracle 
compelled  to  minister  to  him." 

"it  may  be  so,"  answered  Bridgcnortfa,  "  yet  the  flap 
of  (heir  wings  must  have  been  gracious  in  the  ear  of  tlie 
Auiished  prophet,  like  the  tread  of  his  horse  in  mine. 
The  ravens,  doubtless,  resumed  their  nature  when  the 
K»on  was  passed,  and  even  so  it  has  fared  with  him.— 
"  Hark  I"  be  exclaimed,  starting,  "  I  hear  his  horse's 
Iwof-tramp  even  now." 

1[  was  seldom  that  the  echoes  of  (liat  silent  house  an^ 
court-yard  were  awakened  by  tbe  trampling  of  horses, 
Uit  sucb  was  now  the  case. 

Both  Bridgenortb  and  Solsgrace  were  surprised  at  tbe 
nuad,  and  even  disposed  to  anticipate  some  farther  op- 
pntsion  on  tbe  part  of  government,  when  the  Major's  old 
■errant  introduced,  with  little  ceremony,  (for  his  manners 
vere  nearly  as  piuin  as  his  mastic's,}  a  tall  gentleman,  on 
ihe  farther  side  of  middle  life,  whose  vest  and  cloak,  long 
b*ir,  slouched  hat,  and  drooping  feather,  announced  him 
u  I  Cavalier.      He  boned  formally,  but  courteously,  to 

II*      VOL.    1, 
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both  gentlemen,  and  said,  that  lie  was  "  Sir  Jasper  Cntf' 
bourne,  charged  iviih  an  especial  message  to  Master  lUp^^ 
Bridgenorth  of  Mouhrasste-Hall,  by  his  IxMiourabfe 
Sir  GeoflSrey  Pevcril  of  the  Peak,  and  that  ho  reqoi 
to  know  whether  Master  Bridgenorth  vrovld  be  pleased 
receive  his  acquittal  of  commission  here  or  elsewhere.' 

**  Any  thing  which  Sir  GcoflTrey  Peveril  can  have 
say  to  me,"  saiil  Major  Bridgenorth^  **  may  be  told  in- 
stantly, and  before  n)y  friend,  from  whom  I  have  ao 
secrets." 

"  The  presence  of  any  other  friend  were,  instead 
licing  objcirtionable,  the  thing  in  the  world  most  to  be  de- 
sired," said  Sir  Jasper,  after  a  moment's  besitatioD,  aid 
looking  at  Mr.  Solsgrace  ;  "  but  this  gentleman  seems  lo 
be  a  sort  of  clergyman." 

"  I  am  not  conscious  of  any  secrets,"  answered  Bridge- 
north, "  nor  do  I  desire  to  have  any,  in  which  a  deigj- 
man  is  an  unfitting  confidant." 

"  At  your  pleasure,"  replied  Sir  Jasper.     "  Tlic  coa^ 
fidcnce,  for  aught  i  know,  niny  be  well  enough  chosen,  fsT 
your  divines  (always  under  your  favour)  have  proved  tiO 
enemies  to  such  matters  as  I  am-to  treat  with  you  npoo* 

"  Proceed,  sir,"  answered  RFr.  Bridgenorth,  gravely  5 
*'  and  I  pray  you  to  be  seated,  unless  it  is  rather  jouM^ 
pleasure  to  stand." 

*'  I  must,  in  the  first  place,  deliver  myself  of  my  sma^' 
commission,"  answered  Sir  Jasper,  drawing  himself  up  ^ 
'4f  and  it  will  be  after  I  have  seen  the  reception  tbere*^^ 
of,  that  I  shall  know  whether  I  am,  or  am  not,  to  si^ 
down  at  Mouhrassic-Hall. — Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  Mastei^ 
Bridgenorth,  hath  carefully  considered  with  himself  the 
unhappy  circumstances  which  at  present  separate  you  aa 
neighbours.     And  he  remembers  many  passages  in  for^ 
mer  times — I  speak  his  very  words — which  incline  him 
to  do  all  that  can  |K)ssibly  consist  with  his  honour,  to  wipe 
out  unkindness  between  you ;    and  for  this  desirable  oib- 
ject,  he  is  willing  to  condescend  in  a  degree,  which,  as 
you  could  not  have  expected,  it  will  no  doubt  give  you 
great  pleasure  to  learn." 
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"  Albw  me  to  say,  Sir  Jasper,"  said  Bridgenorth, 
*'  that  this  is  unnecessary.  I  have  made  no  complaints 
of  Sir  GeofTrcy — I  have  required  no  submission  from  him 
-~-I  am  about  to  leave  tliis  country  ;  and  what  afiairs  we 
a  nay  have  togetlier,  can  be  as  well  settled  by  others  as 
L»y  ourselves." 

*'  In  a  word,"  said  the  divine,  *'  tlie  worthy  Major 
^3ridgenortli  bath  had  enough  of  trafficking  with  the  un- 
godly, and  will  no  longer,  on  any  terms,  consort  with 
«.Jiem." 

**  Gentlemen  both,"  said  Sir  Jasper,  with  imperturba- 
ble politeness,  bowing,  "  you  greatly  mistake  the  tenor 
T  my  commission,  which  you  will  do  as  well  to  hear  out, 
fore  making  any  reply  to  it. — I  think,  Master  Bridge- 
viorth,  you  cannot  but  remember  your  letter  to  the  Lady 
I^€\'eril,  of  which  I  have  here  a  rough  copy,  in  which  you 
oomplain  of  the  hard  measure  which  you  have  received 
At  Sir  Geoffrey's  hand,  and  in  particular,  when  he  pulled 
you  from  your  horse  at  or  near  Hartley-nick.     Now,  Sir 
Geoffrey  thinks  so  well  of  you,  as  to  believe,  that,  were 
it  not  for  the  wide  difference  betwixt  his  descent  and 
rank  and  your  own,  you  would  have  sought  to  bring  this 
Kiaatter  to  a  gentlemanlike  arbitrement,  as  the  only  mode 
w hereby  your  stain  may  bo  honourably  wiped   away. 
^Vherefore,  in  tliis  slight  note,  he  gives  you,  in  his  gener- 
osity, tlie  offer  of  what  you,  in  your  modesty,  (for  to 
nothing  else  does  he  impute  your  acquiescence,)  have 
declined  to  demand  of  him.     And  witiial,  I  bring  you  tlvi 
measure  of  his  weapon ;  and  when  you  have  accepted 
tlie  cartel  which  I  now  offer  you,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
settle  the  time,  place,  and  other  circumstances  of  your 
meeting." 

'^  And  I,"  said  Solsgrace,  witli  a  solemn  voice,  "  should 
tlie  author  of  evil  tempt  my  friend  to  accept  of  so  blood- 
thirsty a  proposal,  would  be  the  first  to  pronounce  against 
him  sentence  of  the  greater  excommunication." 

"  It  is  not  you  whom  I  address,  reverend  sir,"  replied 
the  envoy  ;  "  your  interest,  not  unnaturally,  may  deter- 
ouoe  you  to  be  more  anxious  about  your  patron's  life 
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than  about  his  honour.     I  must  know  from  1 
which  he  is  disposed  to  give  the  preference." 

So  saying,  and  with  a  graceful  bow,  he  again 
the  challenge  to  Alajor  Bridgenorth.  There 
ously  a  stniggle  in  that  gentleman's  bosom,  be 
suggestions  of  human  honour  and  those  of  relig 
ciple  ;  but  the  latter  prevailed.  He  calmly  w 
ceiving  the  paper  which  Sir  Jasper  offered  to 
spoke  to  the  following  purpose : — "  It  may  not 
to  you,  Sir  Jasper,  that  since  the  general  pour 
Christian  light  upon  this  kingdom,  many  solid  i 
been  led-  to  doubt  whether  the  shedding  human 
the  hand  of  a  fellow-creature  be  in  any  respect  j 
And  altliough  this  rule  appears  to  me  to  be  so 
plicable  to  our  state  in  this  stage  of  trial,  seeing 
non-resistance,  if  general,  would  surrender  oui 
religious  rights  into  the  hands  of  whatsoever  c 
rants  might  usurp  the  same  ;  yet  I  am,  and  hi 
inclined  to  limit  the  use  of  carnal  arms  to  tb 
necessary  self-defence,  whether  such  regards 
person,  or  the  protection  of  our  country  against 
or  of  our  rights  of  property,  and  the  freedo 
laws  and  of  our  conscience,  s^inst  usurping 
And  as  I  have  never  shown  myself  unwilling  to 
sword  in  any  of  the  latter  causes,  so  you  shall  e 
suffering  it  now  to  remain  in  the  scabbard,  wh( 
sustained  a  grievous  injury,  the  man  who  inflict 
■tons  me  to  combat,  either  upon  an  idle  puncti 
is  more  likely,  in  mere  bravado." 
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'  honoured  sword  fw  the  space  of  some  few  minutes,  and 
jou  Kill  either  live  or  die  a  noble  and  honoured  geotle- 
man.  Besides,  that  the  Knigbt's  exijuisiie  skill  offence 
niiiy  enable  him,  as  his  good-nature  will  incline  him,  to 
disannyoii  with  some  flesh  wound,  little  to  the  damage 
of  your  person,  and  greatly  to  the  bencGt  of  jour  reputa- 
tion." 

"'Hie  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked,"  said  Master 
Snligrace,  emphatically,  by  way  of  commenting  on  this 
■peech,  which  Sir  Jasper  had  uttered  very  patlielically^ 
"  are  cruel," 

"  I  proy  to  hare  no  farther  interruption  from  your 
''everence,"  said  Sir  Jasper  ;  "  especially  as  I  think  this 
■  Sliir very  little  concerns  you;  and  I  entreat  that  you 
permit  me  to  discharge  myself  regularly  of  my  commis- 
»ion  from  my  wortliy  friend." 

So  saying,  lie  took  bis  shealbed  mpier  from  his  belt, 
*nd  passing  the  point  through  the  silk  thread  which  so- 
Cured  the  letter,  he  once  more,  and  literally  at  sword 
point,  gmccfniry  tendered  it  to  Major  Bridgenorth,  who 
Again  waved  it  aside,  llioiigh  colouring  deeply  at  the 
*ainc  time,  as  if  he  wns  putting  a  marked  constraint  upon 
tiimself — drew  back,  and  made  Sir  Jasper  Cranbourne 
K  deep  bow. 

"  Since  it  is  to  be  thus,"  said  Sir  Jasper,  "  I  must 
myself  do  violence  to  the  seal  of  Sir  GeoiTrey's  letter, 
■nd  read  it  to  you,  that  I  may  fully  acquit  myself  of  the 
clinrge  entrusted  to  me,  and  make  you,  Master  Bridge- 
ncirth,  equally  aware  of  the  generous  intentions  of  Sir 
GoofTrey  on  your  behalf." 

"  If,"  said  Major  Bridgciiorlh,  "  the  contents  of  the 
lutler  be  to  no  other  purpose  than  you  have  intimated, 
mothinks  farther  ceremony  is  unnecessary  on  this  occa- 
iton,  as  1  have  already  taken  my  course." 

"  Nevertheless,"  saiil  Sir  JaRper,  breaking  open  tho 
loiter,  "  It  is  fitting  that  I  read  to  you  the  letter  of  my 
wnrsliipful  friend."  And  he  read  accordingly  as  fol- 
loKj: — 
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**  Far  ike  worthy  hands  of  Ralph  BrulgenorAj  £!i}nr% 

of  Moulinune-tiall — These^ 

By  (be  honoured  conveyance  of  the  Worshipful  Sir  Jif- 
per  Cranbourne,  Knight,  of  Long-Mallington. 

Master  Bridgenorth, 

We  have  been  given  to  understand  by  your  letter  to 
our  loving  wife,  Dame  Margaret  Peveril,  that  you  holi 
hard  construction  of  certab  passages  betwixt  you  uA  . 
I,  of  a  late  date,  as  if  your  honour  should  have  beefli 
in  some  sort,  prejudiced  by  what  then  took  place.  And 
although  you  have  not  thought  it  fit  to  have  direct  recoonl 
to  me,  to  request  such  satisfaction  as  is  due  from  oil 
gentleman  of  condition  to  anotlier,  yet  I  am  fully  mindel 
that  this  proceeds  only  from  modesty,  arising  out  of  thi 
distinction  of  our  degree,  and  from  no  lack  of  that  cour- 
age which  you  have  heretofore  displayed,  I  would  I  codi 
say  in  a  good  cause.  Wherefore  I  am  purposed  to  gift 
you,  by  my  friend  Sir  Jasper  Cranboume,  a  meeting,  hi 
die  sake  of  doing  tiiat  which  doubtless  you  entirely  loag 
for.  Sir  Jasper  will  deliver  you  the  length  of  my  weap- 
on, and  appoint  circumstances  and  an  liour  ibr  our  meel* 
ing  ;  which,  whether  early  or  late— on  foot  or  horsebick 
—with  rapier  or  back-sword — I  refer  to  yourself,  with 
all  the  other  privileges  of  a  challenged  person ;  only  da- 
siring,  that  if  you  decline  to  match  my  weapon,  you  wil 
send  me  forthwith  the  length  and  breadth  of  your  owiit 
And  nothing  doubting  that  the  issue  of  this  meeting  muA 
needs  be  to  end,  in  one  way  or  other,  all  unkindness  be* 
twixt  two  near  neighbours, 

I  remain,  your  humble  servant  to  command, 

Geoffrey  Pcveril  of  the  Peak. 

*<  Given  from  my  poor  house  of  Martindalc  Castle,  thi^ 
same  — of  — ,  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty," 

"  Bear  back  my  respects  to  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,^ 
•aid  Major  Bridgenortli.     *'  According  to  his  light,  hifl 
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j    meaning  may  be  fair  towards  me ;  but  tell  bim  that  our 

j     ^urel  bad  its  rise  in  bis  own  wilful  aggreuioa  towards 

{     OK ;  and  tbat  tbougli  I  wish  to  be  in  cbarity  with  all 

I     nunkiad,  1  am  not  so  wedded  to  his  friendship  as  (o 

'     \neik.  the  laws  of  God,  and  run  the  risk  of  suflering  or  com- 

mhtbg  murder,  in  order  to  regain  it.     And  for  you,  ur, 

■Kibinks  your  advanced  years  luid  past  misfcfflunes  might 

leacl]  you  the  folly  of  coming  on  such  idle  errands." 

"  I  shall  do  your  message.  Master  Ralph  Bridgenorth," 
uid  Sir  Jasper ;  "  and  shall  tlien  endeavour  to  forget 
}our  Dame,  as  a  sound  unBt  to  be  pronounced,  or  even 
remembered,  by  a  man  of  honour.  In  the  meanwhilet 
in  return  for  your  uncivil  advice,  be  pleased  to  accept 
of  mine;  namely,  that  as  your  religion  prevents  your 
giving  a  gentleman  satisfaction,  it  ought  lo  make  you  very 
Muious  of  offering  him  provocaiion." 

So  saying,   and  with  a  look  of  haughty  scorn,   Grst 

■I  tlie  Major  and  then  at  ilie  divine,  the  envoy  of  Sir 

CeoSrey  put  his  hat  on  his  head,  replaced  his  rapier  in  its 

1^1,  and  left  the  apartment.     In  a  few  minutes  afier- 

j     "aids,  the  tread  of  bis  horse  died  awuy  at  a  considerable 

[    distiDce. 

QridgenortU  had  held  his  hand  upon  his  brow  ever 
Uice  Ilia  departure,  and  a  tear  of  anger  and  shame  was 
on  his  face  as  he  raised  it  when  the  sound  was  heard  no 
more.  *'  He  carries  Utis  answer  lo  Mariindale  Casde," 
^  uid.  "  Men  will  hereafter  think  of  me  as  a  whipped, 
IkiIcd,  dishonourable  fellow,  whom  eveiy  one  may  baffla 
Md  insult  at  their  pleasure.  It  is  well  I  am  leaving  (he 
Ixwse  of  my  father." 

Master  Solsgrace  approached  his  friend  with  much  sym- 
paiiiy,  and  grasped  him  by  tlie  hand.  "  Noble  brother," 
be  soid,  witl'>  unwonted  kindness  of  manner,  "  though  a 
■nan  of  peace,  1  can  judge  what  this  sacrifice  hath  cost 
loiliymunly  spirit.  But  God  will  not  have  from  us  an 
iniperfucl  obedience.  Wt;  must  not,  like  Ananias  and 
Sujipliira,  reserve  beliind  some  ihirliiiK  lust,  some  favour- 
ite an,  while  we  pretend  to  miike  sacrifice  of  our  worldly 
iiOectiuus.     What  avails  it  lu  s^ty  that  we  have  but  secret- 
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ed  a  litde  matteri  if  the  slightest  reranant  of  the 
thing  remain  hidden  in  our  tent  ?  Would  it  be 
in  thy  prayers  to  say,  I  have  not  murdered  tbi 
the  lucre  of  gain,  like  a  robber — nor  for  the  i 
of  power,  like  a  tyrant — nor  for  the  grati6cat 
vengc,  like  a  darkened  savage  ;  but  because  tl 
ous  voice  of  worldly  honour  said,  '  Go  forth — 
killed— b  it  not  I  that  have  sent  thee  ?'  Betl 
my  worthy  friend,  how  thou  couldst  frame  sue 
cation  in  thy  prayers  ;  and  if  thou  art  forced  t 
at  the  blasphemy  of  such  an  excuse,  rememfa 
prayers  the  thanks  due  to  Heaven,  which  eoabi 
resist  the  strong  temptation." 

**  Reverend  and  dear  friend,"  answered  Bn 
**  I  feel  that  you  speak  tlie  truth.  Bitterer  ini 
harder  to  the  old  Adam,  is  the  text  which  on 
to  suffer  shame,  than  that  which  bids  him  to  di 
for  the  truth.  But  happy  am  I  that  my  pati 
the  wilderness  of  this  world  will,  for  some  spaci 
be  along  with  one.  whose  zeal  and  friendship  arc 
to  support  me  when  I  am  fainting  in  the  way." 

While  the  inhabitants  of  Mouhrassie-Hall  t 
municated  together  upon  the  purport  of  Sir  Jas] 
bourne's  visit,  that  worthy  Knight  greatly  ei 
surprise  cf  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  by  reporting  tfa 
in  which  his  embassy  had  been  received. 

"  I  took  him  for  a  man  of  other  mettle,"  said 
frey  ;— ••"  nay,  I  would  have  sworn  it,  had  any  c 
my  testimony.     But  there  is  no  making  a  silk  pi 
a  sow*s  ear.     I  have  done  a  toWy  for  him  that  I 
do  for  another  ;  and  that  is,  to  think  a  Presbyter 
fight  without  his  preacher's  permission.     Giv 
two  hours'  sermon,  and  let  them  howl  a  psalm 
that  is  worse  than  the  cries  of  a  flogged  hound 
villains  will  lay  on  like  thrcslicrs  ;    but  for  a  c; 
gentlemanlike  turn  upon  the  sod,  hand  to  h; 
neighbourly  way,  ihey  have  not  honour  enough 
take  it.     But  enough  of  our  crop-carcd  cur  of 
hour. — Sir  Jasper,  you  will  tarry  with  us  to  din< 
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bow  Dame  Margam's  kitchen  smokes ;  and  after  dinner 
I  will  show  you  a  long-wingcd  falcon  (ly.  She  is  not  mine, 
bin  tlie  Countess's,  who  brought  her  from  London  on  her 
6tt  almost  the  nhole  way,  for  all  l!ie  Itnsie  she  wnsin,  and 
kft  her  with  me  to  keep  the  perch  for  n  season." 

This  matcl:  was  soon  Rrranf;cd  ;  and  Dnmc  Alargarct 
merheard  the  good  Knight's  resentment  mutter  itself  ofi^ 
villi  lliose  feelings  witli  which  we  listen  to  the  last  growl- 
nn;  of  the  lIiunHer-stonn  ;  which,  as  the  black  cloud  sinks 
behind  the  hill,  at  once  assures  us  that  there  has  beeii 
<t)iigcr,  and  that  the  peril  is  over.  She  could  not,  in- 
deed, but  marvel  in  her  own  mind  at  the  singular  path 
of  reconciliation  with  his  neighbour  which  her  husband 
bid,  with  so  much  confidence,  and  in  the  actual  sin- 
cerity of  his  good-will  to  Bridgenorth,  attempted  to 
open  J  and  she  blessed  God  internally  that  it  had  not 
"nninated  in  bloodshed.  But  these  reflections  she 
^ked  carefully  within  her  own  bosom,  well  knowing  that 
ihey  referred  to  subjects  in  which  the  Knight  of  the  Peak 
'ould  neither  permit  his  sagacity  to  be  called  in  quet- 
lii)^,  nor  bis  will  to  be  controlled. 

The  progress  of  the  history  hath  hitherto  been  slow ; 
""i  lAer  this  period  so  litUe  matter  worthy  of  mark 
<*^i>rred  at  Martindale,  tliat  we  must  hurry  over  hastily 
^  transactions  of  seTeral  years. 


CHAPTER  X. 


ClKptfra.    Qi*e  me  U  driok  owndrB^n, 
Thai  1  Diay  deep  twty  ihii  jrnp  or  lime. 


There  pn^sed,  as  we  liinlcd  at  ibe  conclusion  of  the 
bilcliapliT,  four  or  firo  ycnrs  nficr  the  period  wc  have 
A'lstpd  upon  ;  the  events  of  which  searetly  require  to  be 

13       TOL.  I. 
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discussed,  so  far  as  our  present  purpose  is  coDcernddf 
as  many  lines.  The  Knight  and  his  lady  contioued 
reside  at  their  Castle — she,  with  prudence  aod  with  ] 
ticnce,  endeavouring  to  repair  the  dannages  which  I 
Civil  Wars  had  inflicted  upon  their  fortune ;  and  mi 
mnri'.^g  a  lilile  when  her  plans  of  economy  wero  im 
rnpted  hy  the  liberal  iiospitaiity  witich  was  her  husbam 
))rincinal  expense,  and  to  which  lie  was  attached,  i 
only  U'Oin  his  own  En|;li:>h  heartiness  of  disposilioD,  I 
from  ideas  of  maintaining  the  dignity  of  his  ancestry 
no  less  remarkable,  according  to  tlic  tradition  of  tb 
buttery,  kitchen,  and  cellar,  for  the  fat  beeves  which  tb 
roasted,  and  the  mighty  ale  which  they  brewed,  than  1 
their  extensive  estates,  and  the  number  of  their  retaine 

The  world,  however,  upon  the  whole,  went  happi 
and  easily  with  the  worthy  couple.  Sir  Geoffrey's  dc 
to  his  neighbour  Bridgenorth  continued,  it  istruc,iioabi 
ed  ;  but  he  was  the  only  creditor  upon  the  Martimfa 
estate — all  others  being  paid  off.  It  would  have  be 
most  desirable  that  this  encumbrance  also  should  he  da 
cd«  and  it  was  the  great  object  of  Dame  Margaret's  eoo 
oiny  to  effect  tlie  discharge  ;  for  although  interest « 
regulnrly  settled  witli  Master  Win-the-Fight,  the  Chesli 
field  attorney,  yet  the  principal  sum,  which  was  a  laf 
one,  might  be  called  for  at  an  inconvenient  time.  1 
man,  too,  was  gloomy,  important,  and  mysterious,  l 
always  seemed  as  if  he  was  thinking  upon  his  brokeo  h( 
in  the  cluirchvard  of  Martindale  cum  Moultrassie. 

Dame  Mari^arct  sometimes  transacted  the  necessi 
hnsiness  with  him  in  person  ;  and  when  he  came  to 
Castle  on  these  occasions,  she  thought  slie  saw  a  m: 
cioiis  and  disobliging  expression  in  his  manner  and  coi 
tenancc.  Yet  his  actual  conduct  was  not  only  fair, 
liberal  ;  for  indulgence  was  given,  in  die  way  of  delaji 
payment,  whenever  circuuistances  rendered  it  neccss 
to  the  debtor  to  require  it.  It  seemed  to  Lady  Peve 
that  the  a|;'.'nt,  in  siu.li  cnscs,  wns  acting  under  the  stJ 
orders  of  liis  ;ibj;CJil  Gnijiloycr,  coiiCtiriiing  whose  welf 
she  could  ijoi  lulu  tecliiig  a  ceitain  tiiixiely. 
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Shortly  nfler  the  failtire  of  tlic  singnlar  ncgoiiation  ibr 
■Uaiuing  peace  by  combat,  which  I'uveril  hud  attempted 
Id  open  whh  Miijnr  Bridgeiiorili,  tliat  gentleman  left  bis 
mt  of  Moultrassie-IIall  in  tlie  care  of  his  old  house- 
keeper, and  departed,  no  one  knew  whither,  having  in 
conpany  tvtth  huii  his  daughter  Alice  and  Mrs.  Debo- 
nh  Debbitch,  now  formally  iiistallud  in  all  tlie  duties  of 
ipncmanle ;  to  these  were  added,  the  Reverend  Mas- 
Itr  Solsgrace.  For  some  time  pnlilic  rumour  persist- 
ed in  asserting,  that  .Major  Bride;enortti  had  only  re- 
treiited  to  a  distant  part  of  the  comitry  for  a  season,  to 
Khiere  his  supposed  purpose  of  marrying  Mrs.  Deb- 
onh,  and  of  letting  the  news  be  cold,  and  the  laugh  of 
tl»  neighborhood  be  ended,  ere  he  hrniight  her  down 
B  niistress  of  MouUra«le-Hall.  This  rumour  died 
■my ;  and  it  was  then  affirmed,  tliat  he  hail  removed 
U  Ibrelgn  parts,  to  insure  the  continuance  of  health 
■>  u  delicate  a  constitution  as  that  of  little  Alice.  But 
■ben  the  Major's  dread  of  Popery  was  remeiubcred,  to- 
jt^erntth  the  still  deeper  antipailiics  of  worthy  Master 
Nebemiah  Solsgrace,  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  that 
nnfiing  less  than  what  they  might  deem  a  fair  chance  of 
converting  the  Pope  would  have  induced  the  parties  to 
"■HI  themselves  widiin  Catholic  dominions.  The  most 
prevailing  opinion  was,  that  tliey  had  gone  to  New  Eng- 
"id,  the  refuge  then  of  many  whom  too  intimate  concern 
*ilJi  tlie  affairs  of  tlie  late  times,  or  the  desire  of  enjoying 
■nconiroUed  freedom  of  conscience,  had  induced  to  emi- 
P^tc  from  Britain. 

Lady  Peveril  could  not  help  entertaining  a  vague  idea, 
Jtat  Bridgcnorth  was  not  so  distant.  The  extreme  order 
">  tvbich  everything  was  niaiuiained  ai  Alflultrassie-IIall 
•ft-'nied — no  disparagement  to  the  care  of  Dame  Dickens 
lie  housekeeper,  and  the  other  persons  engaged — to  ar- 
gue, that  the  master's  eye  was  not  so  very  fur  off,  but  that 
tboccasional  inspection  might  be  apprehended.  It  is  true, 
lli«  neither  the  domestics  nor  the  attorney  answered  any 
questions  respecting  the  residence  of  Master  Bridgcnorth  ; 
tui  there  was  an  air  of  mystery  nbont  tbcni  when  inter- 
rogatej,  that  seemed  to  argne  more  llian  met  the  C&l. 
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About  five  years  after  Master  Bridgenorth  had  left  1 
country,  a  singular  incident  took  place.  Sir  Geofirey  f 
absent  at  the  ChesterGeld  races,  and  Lady  Peveril,  n 
was  in  tlie  habit  of  walking  around  ever}*^  part  of 
neighbourhood  un::itendcd,  or  only  accompanied  by  Ell 
mere,  or  her  little  boy,  had  gone  down  one  evening  u| 
a  charitable  errand  to  a  solitary  hut,  whose  inhabitant 
sick  of  a  fever,  which  was  supposed  to  be  infeciic 
Lady  Peveril  never  allowed  appreliensions  of  this  kind 
stop  "  devoted  charitable  deeds  ;"  but  she  did  not  cho 
to  expose  either  her  son  or  her  attendant  to  the  risk  wb 
she  herself,  in  some  confidence  that  she  knew  prccauli 
for  escaping  the  danger,  did  not  hesitate  to  incur. 

Lady  Peveril  had  set  out  at  a  late  hour  in  the  event 
and  the  way  proved  longer  than  she  expected, — sevc 
circumstances  also  occurred  to  detain  her  at  the  but 
her  patient.  It  was  a  broad  autumn  moonlight,  when  s 
prepared  to  return  homeward  through  the  broken  glat 
and  upland  which  divided  her  from  the  Castle.  Thus 
considered  as  a  matter  of  very  little  importance,  in 
quiet  and  sequestered  a  country,  where  the  road  lay  chic 
through  her  own  domains,  especially  as  she  had  a  ' 
about  fifteen  years  old,  the  son  of  her  patient,  to  esc 
her  on  the  way.  The  distance  was  better  than  two  mi! 
but  might  be  considerably  abridged  by  passing  through 
avenue  belonging  to  the  estate  of  !\Iouliras5ic-Hall,  wL 
she  had  avoided  as  she  came,  not  from  the  ridiculous 
inours  which  pronounced  it  to  be  haunted,  but  beca 
her  husband  was  much  displeased  when  any  attempt  * 
made  to  render  the  walks  of  the  Castle  and  Hallcoinr 
to  the  inhabitants  of  both.  The  good  lady,  in  considc 
tion,  perhaps,  of  extensive  latitude  allowed  to  her  in 
more  important  concerns  of  the  family,  made  a  poio 
never  interfering  with  her  husband's  whims  or  prejudic 
nnd  it  is  a  compromise  which  we  would  heartily  rec< 
mend  to  all  managing  matrons  of  our  acquaintance  ; 
it  is  surprising  Isow  much  real  power  will  be  checriG 
resigned  to  the  fair  sex,  for  the  pleasure  of  being  alioi 
to  ride  ooc^s  bobby  in  peace  and  quiet. 
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Upon  the  present  occasioti,  however,  although  ihe  Doh- 
a's Walk"ivaswitbiD  the  inhibited  domains  of  the  Hall^ 
ihe  Lady  Pcveril  determined  lo  uvai]  herself  of  it,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  sliortcning  licr  road  home,  and  she  directed 
her  iteps  accordingly.  Bni  wlien  tlie  peasant-boy,  her 
BOuipanioD,  who  hnd  tiillicrto  followed  her,  whistling  cheer- 
i!f,  iriib  a  hcdgc-hdl  in  his  hand,  and  his  but  on  one  side, 
KFceived  that  sbc  turned  to  the  stile  which  entered  to  the 
Dobby's  Walk,  he  stiowed  symptoms  of  great  fear,  and. 
It  lengib,  coming  to  the  lady's  side,  petitioned  her,  ia  a 
whimpering  tone, — "  Don't  ye  now— don't  ye  now,  my 
hij,  dmi't  ye  go  yonder." 

Lady  Peveril,  observing  that  hJs  teeth  chattered  in  his 
Imd,  and  that  his  whole  person  exhibited  great  signs  of 
Iciror,  began  to  recollect  the  report,  that  the  first  Squire  of 
Moultrassie,  tlie  brewer  of  Chesterfield,  who  had 
hn^lit  the  estate,  and  then  died  of  melancholy  for 
lick  of  something  to  do,  (and,  as  was  said,  not  with- 
out suspicions  of  suicide,)  was  supposed  lo  walk  in 
this  sequestered  avenue,  accompanied  by  a  large  head- 
lea  mastiff,  which,  when  he  was  alive,  was  a  partic- 
ular favourite  of  the  es-brewer.  To  have  expected 
uy  protection  from  her  escort,  in  the  condition  to  winch 
■upemitious  fear  had  reduced  bJm,  would  have  been  truly 
•  hopeless  trust ;  and  Lady  Pevoril,  who  was  not  appro- 
Iieiiiive  of  any  danger,  thought  there  would  be  great  cru- 
sl'yin  dragging  the  cowardly  boy  into  a  scene  which  he 
Warded  with  so  much  apprehension.  She  gave  him, 
'herefore,  a  silver  piece,  and  pennilled  biin  to  return. 
Tlie  latter  boon  seemed  even  more  acceptable  tlian  tlie 
Bfst ;  for  ere  she  could  return  the  purse  into  her  pocket, 
■he  heard  the  wooden  clogs  of  her  bold  convoy  in  full 
'eireat,  by  the  way  from  whence  they  came. 

Smiling  within  herself  at  the  fear  she  esteemed  so  lu- 
dicrous, Lady  Peveril  ascended  the  stile,  and  was  soon 
hidden  from  the  broad  light  of  the  moonbeams,  by  the 
numerous  and  entangled  boughs  of  die  huge  elms,  which, 
Ueeitng  from  either   side,  totally   overarched   the   old 
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ovenue.  The  scene  was  calculated  to  exche  nlei'^ 
thoughts  ;  and  the  distant  glimmer  of  a  light  from  one  oi 
the  numerous  cnscmcnts  in  the  front  of  Mouhrassie-UaUi 
which  lay  at  some  distance,  was  calculated  to  make  theiD 
even  melancholy.  She  thought  of  Uie  fate  of  that  famil| 
-—of  tJic  deceased  Mrs.  Bridgenortby  with  whom  she  had 
often  walked  in  this  very  avenue,  and  who,  tliough  a 
man  of  no  high  parts  or  accomplishments,  bad  always 
fied  the  deepest  respect,  and  the  most  earnest  gratitude, 
for  such  notice  as  she  had  shown  to  her.  She  thought  ct 
her  blighted  liopes^-^licr  premature  death — ^the  despair  of 
Iicr  sclf-banislied  husband — the  uncertain  fate  of  their 
orphan  child,  for  whom  she  felt,  even  at  this  distance  of 
time,  some  touch  of  a  mother's  affection. 

UlK>n  such  sad  subjects  her  thoughts  were  turned,  wheBf 
just  as  she  attained  the  middle  of  the  avenue,  the  imper- 
fect and  chequered  light  which  found  its  way  through  the 
sylvan  archway,  showed  her  something  which  resembled 
the  figure  of  a  man.  Lndy  Peveril  paused  a  momenti 
but  instantly  advanced  ; — her  bosom,  perhaps,  gave  ooe 
^tanled  tlirob,  as  a  debt  to  the  superstitious  belief  of  tbc 
times,  but  she  instantly  repelled  the  thought  of  supernatif 
ral  appearances.  From  those  that  were  merely  morta) 
she  had  nothing  to  fear.  A  marauder  on  the  game  was  tb< 
worst  character  whom  she  u-as  likely  to  encounter  ;  an^ 
he  would  be  sure  to  hide  himself  from  her  observatioa 
She  advanced,  accordingly,  steadily  ;  and,  as  she  did  so 
had  the  satisfaction  to  observe,  that  the  figure,  as  she  ex- 
pected, gave  place  to  her,  and  glided  away  amongst  the 
trees  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  avenue.  As  she  pass- 
ed the  spot  on  which  the  form  had  been  so  lately  vLsihle, 
and  bethought  herself  that  this  wanderer  of  the  nighl 
might,  nay  must,  be  in  her  vicinity,  her  resolution  could 
not  prevent  her  mending  her  pace,  and  that  with  so  little 
precaution,  that,  stumbling  over  the  limb  of  a  tree,  which, 
twisted  off  by  a  late  tempest,  still  lay  in  the  avenue,  she 
fell,  and,  as  she  fell,  screamed  aloud.  A  strong  hand  in 
a  moment  afterwards  added  to  her  fear  by  assisting  hei 
to  rise,  and  a  voice,  to  whose  accents  she  was  not  a  strao- 
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^    ger,  though  ihey  had  been  long  unheard,  said,  "  Is  It  not 
'^^     you,  Lady  Peveril  ?" 

'^-'  "  It  is  I,"  said  she,  commanding  her  astonishment  and 

•  -        fear;  "and  if  ray  ear  deceive  me  not,  I  speak  to  Master 
•^       Bridgenortb.*' 

"I  was  that  man,"  he  replied,  "  while  oppression  left 
^  =>-      me  a  name." 

•=^  He  spoke  nothing  more,  but  continued  to  walk  beside 

*"  ber  lor  a  minute  or  two  in  silence.     She  felt  her  situation 

cijjbarrassing  ;  and  to  divest  it  of  tliat  feeling,  as  well  as 

^t  of  real  interest  in  the  question,  she  asked  him,  "  How 

lier  god-daugltler  Alice  now  was  ?" 

"  Of  god-daughter,  madam,"  answered  Major  Bridge- 
north,  "  I  know  nothing  ;  that  being  one  of  the  names 
Hiiich  have  been  introduced,  to  tiie  cormption  and  pollu- 
tion of  God^s  ordinances.     The  infant  who  owed  to  your 
/adjship  (so  called)   her  escape  from  disease  and  death, 
'^  a  healthy  and  thriving  girl,  as  I  am  given  to  understand 
^y  those  in  whose  charge  she  is  lodged,  for  I  have  not 
'^tely  seen  her.     And  it  is  even  the  recollection  of  these 
Passages,  which  in  a  manner  impelled   me,  alarmed  also 
^y  your  fall,  to  offer  myself  to  you  in  this  time  and  mode, 
^^tiichin  other  respects  is  no  way  consistent  with  my 
P*"csent  safety." 

^  "  Wiih  your  safety.  Master  Bridgenorth  ?"  said  the 
* -"Tidy  Peveril  ;  "  surely  I  could  never  have  thought  that 
'^    ^as  in  danger  !" 

**  You  have  some  news,  then,  yet  to  learn,  madam," 
^^id  Major  Bridgenorth ;  "  but  you  will  hear,  in  the  course 
^r  to-morrow,  reasons  why  I  dare  not  appear  openly  in 
^^^c  neighbourhood  of  my  own  property,  and  wherefore 
^Hcre  is  small  judgment  in  committing  the  knowledge  of 
^Vij  present  residence  to  any  one  connected  with  Martin- 
gale Castle." 

"  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  the  lady,  "  you  were,  in 
former  tiroes,  prudent  and  cautious — 1  hope  you  have 
been  misled  by  Ao  hasty  impression— by  no  rash  scheme 

-I  hope '' 


) 
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<*  Pardon  my  interrupting  you,  madam,"  said  Bri4p*, 
north.     "  I  have  indeed  been  changed — ay,  my  veiy  biMif 
within  me  has  been  changed.     In  Uie  times  to  which  yoor 
ladyship  (so  calied)  thinks  proper  to  refer,  I  was  a  nna 
of  this  world — bestowing  on  it  all  my   thoughts— all  off 
actions,  save  formal  observances— little  deeming  what  vil'j 
the  duty  of  a  Christian  man,  and  how  far  his  self-ded4 
ought  to  extend— even  unto  giving  all  as  if  he  gave  nolfc-  ■ 
ing.     Hence  I  tliouglu  chiefly  on  carnal  things — oa  tiis. 
adding  of  field  to  field,  and  wealth  to  wealth-— of  the  bil*.^ 
nncing  between  party  and  party — securing  a  friend  ben^ 
without  losing  a  friend  there— But  Heaven  smote  me  fif 
my  apostacy,  the  rather  that  I  abused  the  name  of  religion, 
as  a  self-seeker,  and  a  most  blinded  and  carnal  wili-woi^ ,) 
shipper — But  I  thank  Him  who  hath  at  length  brougk  4 
me  out  of  Egypt."  i 

In  our  day — although  we  have  many  instances  of  eih  ^ 
tluisiasm  among  us — we  might  still  suspect  one  who  a^o^^J 
ed  it  thus  suddenly  and  broadly,  of  hypocrisy,  or  of  in- ; 
sanity  ;  but,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  times,  suck 
opinions  as  those  which  Bridgenorth  expressed,  iveis  : 
openly  pleaded,  as  the  ruling  motives  of  men's  actKNil* 
The  sagacious  Vane — the  brave  and  skilful  Harrison- 
were  men  who  acted  avowedly  under  the  influence  of  sucb- 
i^ady  Peveril,  therefore,  was  more  grieved  than  surprised 
at  the  language  she  heard  Major  Bridgenorth  use,  and 
reasonably  concluded,  that  the  society  and  circumstance! 
in  which  he  might  lately  have  been  engaged,  had  blown 
into  a  flame  the  spark  of  eccentricity  which  always  smout 
dered  in  his  bosom.     This  was  the  more  probable,  con- 
sidering that  he  was  melancholy  by  constitution  and  de- 
scent— that  he  had  been  unfortunate  in  several  particulars 
•—and  that  no  passion  is  more  easily  nursed  by  indulgencei 
than  the  species  of  enthusiasm  of  which  he  now  showed 
^ens.     She  therefore  answered  him  by  calmly  hoping, 
lliat  the  expre^ion  of  his  sentiments  had  not  involved 

I  in  suspicion  or  in  danger." 

••  In  suspicion,  madam  ?"  answered  the  Major  ;-^"  (at 
cannot  forbear  givhig  to  you,  such  is  the  strength  of  habit. 
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one  of  those  idle  titles  bjr  wliich  we  poor  potsherds  are 
¥ront,  in  our  pride,  to  denominate  cacli  other — I  walk  not 
only  in  suspicion,  but  in  that  dc*;rce  of  danger,  that,  were 
your  husband  to  meet  me  at  this  instant — me,  a  native 
uiglishman,  treading  on  my  own  lands — ^I  have  no  doubt 
lie  vould  do  his  best  to  offer  me  to  the  Moloch  of  Rom- 
ish superstition,  who  now  rages  abroad  for  victims  among 
God's  people." 

"  You  surprise  me  by  your  language,  Major  Bridge- 
north,"  said  the  lady,  whj  now  felt  rather  anxious  to  bo 
rclivvcd  from  his  company,  and  with  that  purpose  walked 
oa  somewhat  hastily.  He  mended  his  pace,  howevcri 
wid  kept  close  by  her  side. 

"  Know  you  not,"  said  he,  '*  that  Satan  hath  come 

down  upon  earth  with  great  wrath,  because  his  time  is 

•hort  ?    The  nextLeir  to  the  crown  is  an  avowed  Papist  ; 

uid  who  dare  assert,  save  sycophants  and  timcserversi 

ffcat  he  who  wears  it  is  not  equally  ready  to  stoop  to  Rome, 

^cre  he  not  kept  in  awe  by  a  few  noble  spirits  in  the 

Pcnmions'  House  ?    You  helieve  not  this — yet  in  my  sol- 

'^rj  and  midnight  walks,  when  I  thought  on  your  kind- 

l^ess  to  tlie  dead  and  to  the  living,  it  was  my  prayer  that 

^  'night  have  the  means  granted  to  warn  you — and  k)  ! 

**  €avcn  hath  heard  me." 

"  Major  Bridgenorih,"  said  Lady  Pevcril,  "  you  were 
*^ont  to  be  moderate  in  these  sentiments— comparatively 
l^^odcrate,  at  least,  and  to  love  your  own  religion,  without 
*^  51  ling  that  of  others." 

"  What  I  was  while  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the 
^Ond  of  iniquit)',  h  signifies  not  to  recall,"  answered  he. 
^*   I  was  then  like  to  Galiio,  who  cared  for  none  of  these 
^iings.     I   doted  on  creature-comforts — I  clung  to  world- 
ly honour  and  repute — my  thoughts  were  earthward — or 
Uiose  I  turned  to  Heaven   were  cold,  formal,  pharisaical 
meditations — I  brought  nothing  to  the  altar  save  straw  and 
stubble.     Heaven  saw  need  to  chastise  me  in  love — I  was 
stripped  of  all  that  1  clung  to  on  earth — my  worldly  hon- 
our was  torn  from  me — I  went  forth  an  exile  from  the 
home  of  my  fathers,  a  deprived  and  a  desolate  man — a 


14t  PBYEBIL  OF  THE  PEAK. 

baffled,  and  beaten,  and  dishonoured  man.  But  who 
fiod  out  the  ways  of  Providence  ?  Such  were  the  n 
by  whicli  1  was  chosen  forth  as  a  champion  for  the 
—-holding  my  life  as  nothing,  if  tliereby  that  may  h 
vanced.  But  this  was  not  what  I  wished  to  spei 
Thou  hast  saved  the  earthly  life  of  my  child — ^let  mc 
the  eternal  welfare  of  yours," 

Lady  Peve*il  was  silent.  They  were  now  approai 
the  point  where  the  avenue  terminated  in  a  communk 
whh  a  public  road,  or  rather  -pathway,  running  tki 
qA  uninclosed  common  field  ;  this  the  lady  liad  to  p 
cute  for  a  little  way,  until  a  turn  of  the  path  gave 
admittance  into  the  Park  of  Martindale.  She  noi 
sincerely  anxious  to  be  in  the  open  moonshine,  and  a 
ed  reply  to  Bridgenorth  that  she  might  make  the 
haste.  But  as  they  reached  the  juiytion  of  the  av 
and  the  public  road,  he  laid  his  ham  on  her  arm, 
commanded  rather  than  requested  her  to  stop.  She  < 
ed.  He  pointed  to  a  huge  oak,  of  the  largest  size,  v 
grew  on  the  summit  of  a  knoll  in  the  open  ground  v 
terminated  tlie  avenue,  and  was  exactly  so  placed 
serve  for  a  termination  to  the  vista.  The  moonshine 
out  the  avenue  was  so  strong,  that,  amidst  the  flo 
light  which  it  poured  on  the  venerable  tree,  they  < 
easily  discover,  from  the  shattered  state  of  the  boug 
one  side,  that  it  had  suffered  damage  from  light 
"  Remember  you,"  he  said,  "  when  we  last  lookc 
gether  on  that  tree  ?  I  had  ridden  from  London 
brought  with  me  a  protection  from  the  committee  for 
husband  ;  and  as  I  passed  the  spot — here  on  this 
where  we  now  stand,  you  stood  with  my  lost  Alice- 
— the  last  two  of  my  beloved  infants  gambolled  fa 
you.  I  leaped  from  my  horse — to  her  I  was  a  husba 
to  those  a  father — to  you  a  welcome  and  revered 
tector — What  am  I  now  to  any  one  ?"  He  presse 
hand  on  his  brow,  and  groaned  in  agony  of  spirit. 

It  was  not  in  the  Lady  Peveril's  nauire  to  hear  sc 
without  an  attempt  at  consolation.  ^*  Master  Br 
north,"  she  said,  "  I  blame  no  man's  creed,  while 
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follow  my  own  ;  and  I  rejoice  that  jd  yours  yoa 
;ht  consolation  for  temporal  afflictions,  out 
ivery  Christian  creed  teach  us  alike,  that  afflj«- 
d  soften  our  heart  ?" 

roman,"  said  Bridgenorth,  sternly,  "  as  the  light- 
h  shattered  yonder  oak  hath  softened  its  trunk, 
eared  wood  is  the  fitter  for  the  use  of  tlie  work- 
hardened  and  tlie  dried-iip  heart  is  that  which 
bear  tiTe  task  imposed  hy  these  dismal  times, 
man  will  no  longer  endure  the  unbridled  profli- 
le  dissolute — the  scofTing  of  the  profane — the 
of  the  divine  laws — die  infraction  of  human 
'be  times  demand  righters  and  avengers,  and 
be  no  want  of  them." 

y  not  the  existence  of  mucli  evil,''  said  Lady 
3mpellin^herself  to  answer,  and  beginning  at 
time  to  ^l^lk  forward  f  "  and  from  hearsay, 
t,  I  thank  Heaven,  from  observation,  I  am 
of  the  wild  debauchery  of  the  times.  But  let 
may  be  corrected  without  such  violent  remedies 
t  at.  Surely  the  ruin  of  a  second  civil  war- 
rust  your  thoughts  go  not  that  dreadful  length 
best  a  desperate  alternative." 
,  but  sure,"  replied  Bridgenorth.  "  The  blood 
chal  lamb  chnsed  away  the  destroying  angel — 
:es  offered  on  the  threshing-floor  of  Araunah, 
pestilence.  Fire  and  sword  are  severe  rem- 
they  purge  and  purify." 
Major  Bridgenorth,"  said  the  lady,  "  wise  and 
in  your  youth,  can  you  have  adopted  in  your 
life  the  thoughts  and  language  of  those  whom 
elf  beheld  drive  tiiemselves  and  the  nation  to 
>f  ruin  ?" 

w  not  what  I  then  was — you  know  not  what  I 
he  replied,  and  suddenly  broke  off ;  for  they 
came  forth  into  the  open  light,  and  it  seemed 
ng  himself  under  the  lady's  eye,  he  was  dis- 
jften  Ms  tone  and  his  language. 
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At  the  first  distinct  view  which  she  had  of  his  pen 
she  was  aware  that  he  was  armed  with  a  short  swod 
ponjard,  and  pistols  at  his  belt — precautions  veiy  mitt 
for  a  man  who  formerly  had  seldom,  and  only  on  daji 
ceremony,  carried  a  walking  rnpier,  though  such  was 
liahitnal  and  constant  practice  of  gentlemen  of  his  sta 
in  life.  There  seemed  also  something  of  more  stem 
termination  than  usual  in  his  air.  which  indeed  had  alv 
heen  rather  sullen  than  affable  ;  and  ere  she  could  rep 
the  sentiment,  she  could  not  help  saying,  '^  Master  Brii 
north,  you  are  indeed  changed." 

"  You  see  but  the  outward  man,"  he  replied ;  " 
change  within  is  yet  deeper.  But  it  was  not  of  m] 
thai  I  desired  to  talk — I  have  already  said,  that  as 
have  preserved  my  child  from  the  darkness  of  tlie  gr 
1  would  willingly  preserve  yours  fr^ii  that  more  i 
darkness,  which,  I  fear^aih  involve^the  path  and  w 
of  his  father." 

"  I  must  not  hear  this  of  Sir  Geoffrey,"  said  the  L 
Peveril ;  *'  I  must  bid  you  farewell  for  the  present ; 
when  we  again  meet  at  a  more  suitable  time,  I  will  atl 
listen  (o-your  advice  concerning  Julian,  although  I  sb 
not  perhaps  incline  to  it." 

"  That  more  suitable  time  may  never  come,"  r 
cd  Bridgenorth.  "  Time  wanes,  eternity  draws  i 
Hearken  !  It  is  said  to  be  your  purpose  to  send  the  jt 
Julian  to  be  bred  up  in  yonder  bloody  island,  under 
hand  of  your  kinswoman,  that  cruel  murderess,  by  w 
was  done  to  death  a  man  more  worthy  of  vital  exist 
than  any  that  she  can  boast  among  her  vaunted  ance 
Those  are  current  tidings — Are  they  true  ?" 

"  I  do  not  blame  you,  Master  Bridgenorth,  for  thp 
harshly  of  my  cousin  of  D^rby,"  said  Lady  Pevi 
••  nor  do  I  altogether  vindicate  the  rash  action  of  w 
Fhe  hath  been  guilty.  Nevertheless,  in  her  hnbitatio 
is  my  husband's  opinion  and  my  own,  that  Julian  ma 
trained  in  the  studios  and  acrompiishments  becominj 
rank,  along  with  the  young  Earl  of  Derby." 
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**  Under  Cbe  curse  of  God,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Pope 
of  Rome,"  said  Bridgenorth.  "  You,  lady,  so  quick- 
sighted  in  matters  of  earthly  prudence,  are  you  blind  to 
the  gigantic  pace  at  which  Rome  is  moving  to  regain  this 
couDtry,  once  the  richest  gem  in  her  usurped  tiara  ?  The 
old  are  seduced  by  gold — ^the  youth  by  pleasure — the 
weik  by  flattery— cowards  by  fear — and  the  courageous 
bfimbitjon.  A  tjiousand  baits  for  each  taste,  and  each 
biit  concealing  the  same  deadly  hook." 

"  I  am  well  aware.  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  Liady 
Pe?eril,  "  that  my  kinswoman  is  a  Catholic  ;''but  her  son 
is  educated  in  the  Church  of  England's  principles,  agree- 
tbly  to  the  command  of  her  decea£ed  husband." 

"  Is  it  likely,"  answered  Bridgenorth,  "  that  she,  who 
(cars  not  shedding  the  blood  of  the  righteous,  whether  on 

^    the  field  or  scaObld,  will  regard  the  sanction  of  her  pro- 

[  nise  when  her  religion  bids  her  brelik  it  ?  Or,  if  she  does, 
^  shall  your  son  be  the  better,  if  he  remain  in  the  mire 
of  his  father  ?  What  are  your  Episcopal  tenets  but  mere 
Popeiy  ?   save  that  ye  have  chosen  a  temporal  tyrant  for 

\  your  Pope,  and  substitute  a  mangled  mass  in  English  for 
^at  which  your  predecessors  pronounced  in  Latin. — But 
vhv  speak  I  of  these  diings  to  one  who  hath  ears  indeed, 
ind  eyes,  yet  cannot  see,  listen  to,  or  understand  what  is 
■lone  worthy  to  be  heard,  seen,  and  known  ?  Pity  that  what 
hath  been  wrought  so  fair  and  exquisite  in  form  and  in  dis- 
position, should  be  yet  blind,  deaf,  and  ignorant,  like  the 
things  which  perish !" 

"  We  shall  not  agree  on  these  subjects,  Master  Bridge- 
iiorth,"  said  the  lady,  anxious  still  to  escape  from  this 
^ange  conference,  though  scarce  knowing  what  to  ap- 

i     prebend  ;  "  once  more,  I  must  bid  you  farewell." 

**  Stay  yet  an  instant,"  he  said,  again  laying  his  hand 
oa  her  arm  ;  "  I  would  stop  you  if  I  saw  you  rushing  on 
the  brink  of  an  actual  precipice — let  me  prevent  you  from 
a  danger  still  greater.  1  low  shall  I  work  upon  your  un- 
believing mind  ?  Shall  I  tell  you  that  the  debt  of  blood- 
shed yet  remains  a  debt  to  be  paid  by  the  bloody  house 
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of  Derby  ?  And  wilt  thou  send  thy  son  to  be  among  dnfs 
from  whom  it  shall  be  exacted  ?" 

*'  You  wish  to  alarm  me  in  vain,  Master  Bridgeooitb^" 
answered  the  lady  ;  ''  what  penalty  can  be  exacted  fioai 
the  Countess  for  an  action  which  I  have  already  called  ■ 
rnsli  one,  has  been  long  since  levied." 

"  You  deceive  yourself,"  retorted  he,  sternly*  "  Think 
you  a  paltry  sum  of  money,  given  tq  be  wasted  on  iIm 
debaucheries  of  Charles,  can  atone  for  the  death  of  aoth 
a  man  as  Christian — A  man  precious  alike  to  heaven  aid 
to  eardi  ?  Not  on  such  terms  is  the  blood  of  tlie  rigbteooi 
to  be  poured  forth  !  Every  hour's  delay  is  numbereJ 
down  as  adding  interest  to  the  grievous  debt,  which  wl 
one  day  be  required  from  that  blood-thirsty  woman." 

At  this  moment  the  distant  tread  of  horses  was  hearf 
on  the  road  on  which  they  held  this  singular  dialogoe. 
Bridgenorth  listened  a  moment,  and  then  said,  "  Forget 
that  you  have  seen  me — name  not  my  name  to  your  nen^ 
est  or  dearest- — lock  my  counsel  in  your  breast — ^profit  I7 
it,  and  it  shall  be  well  with  you." 

So  saying,  he  turned  from  her,  and  plunging  throu^  t 
gap  in  the  fence,  regained  the  cover  of  his  own  wood, 
along  which  tlie  path  still  led. 

The  noise  of  horses  advancing  at  full  trot,  now  came 
nearer  ;  and  Lady  Peveril  was  aware  of  several  riders, 
whose  forms  rose  indistinctly  on  the  summit  of  the  rising 
ground  behind  her.  She  became  also  visible  to  them  ; 
and  one  or  two  of  the  foremost  made  towards  her  at  in- 
creased speed,  ciinllenging  her  as  they  advanced  with  the 
cry  of  "  Stand  !  Wlio  goes  there  ?"  The  foremost  wlw 
came  up,  however,  exclaimed,  "  Mercy  on  us,  if  it  be 
not  my  lady  !"  and  Lady  Peveril,  at  the  same  moment, 
recognized  one  of  her  own  servants.  Her  husband  rode 
up  immediately  afterwards,  with,  "  How  now.  Dame 
Margaret  ?  What  makes  you  abroad  so  far  from  home 
and  at  an  hour  so  late  ?" 

Lady  Peveril  mentioned  her  visit  at  the  cottage,  but 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  aught  of  having  seen 
Major  Bridgenorth  ;  afraid,  perhaps,  that  her  husband 
might  be  dii^pleased  with  that  incident. 
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**  Charity  is  a  fine  thing,  and  a  fair,"  answered  Sir  Geof- 
frey ;  "  but  I  must  tell  you,  yoti  do  ill,  dame,  to  wander 
about  tlie  country  tike  a  quacksalver,  at  the  call  of  every 
old  woman  who  has  a  colic-rit ;  and  at  this  tiine  of  night 
especially,  and  when  the  land  is  so  unsettled  besides." 

"  I  am  dorry  lo  hear  that  it  is  so,"  said  the  lady.  "  I 
bad  heard  no  such  news." 

"  News  !"  repeated  Sir  Geoffrey  ;  "  why,  here  has  a 
new  plot  broken  out  among  the  Roundheads,  worse  than 
Venner's  by  a  butt's  length  ;'^and  who  should  be  so  deep 
in  it  as  our  old  neighbour  Bridgenorlh  f  There  is  search 
for  him  everywhere  ;  and  1  promise  you,  if  be  is  found, 
be  is  like  to  pay  old  scores." 

"  Then  I  am  sure,  I  trust  he  will  not  be  found,"  said 
Lady  Peveril. 

"  Do  you  so  ?"  replied  Sir  Geoffrey.  "  Now  I,  on 
my  part,  hope  tliat  he  will  ;  and  it  shall  not  be  my  fault 
if  be  be  not  ;  for  which  effect  I  will  presently  ride  down 
to  Moulirassic,  and  make  strict  search,  according  to  my 
duly  ;  there  shall  neither  rebel  nor  Irailor  earth  so  near 
Martindale  Caslle,  that  1  will  assure  litem.  And  you,  my 
lady,  be  pleased  for  once  to  dispense  with  a  pillion,  and 
get  up,  as  you  have  done  before,  behind  Saunders,  who 
iliall  convey  you  safe  home." 

The  lady  obeyed  in  silence  ;  indeed  she  did  not  dars 
lo  trust  her  voice  in  an  nticmpt  to  reply,  so  much  was  slia 
disconcerted  wllli  the  intelligence  slie  had  just  lieard. 

She  rode  behind  the  groom  to  the  Casile,  where  she 
■waited  in  great  anxiety  the  return  of  her  husband.  lie 
came  back  at  length  ;  but,  to  her  great  relief,  without  any 
prisoner.  He  then  explained  more  fully  than  his  haste 
liad  before  permitted,  that  an  express  had  come  down  to 
Chesterfield,  with  news  from  Court  of  a  purposed  insur- 
rection amongst  the  old  Commonwealth  men,  cspccinlly 
those  who  liad  scncd  in  ihc  army  ;  and  that  Bridgenortb, 
■aid  to  be  lurking  in  Derbyshire,  was  one  of  the  princi- 
pal conspirators. 

Afler  some  time,  lliis  report  of  a  conspiracy  seemed  to 
die  aw..y  like  many  others  of  that  period.  The  warrants 
verc  recalled,  but  notliing  more  was  seen  oi  ttQuA 
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jMiijor  Brid^enorll) ;  although  il  is  probable  he  might  sa 
\y  enoiij;h  Ir.ivc  sliown  liimselfas  openly  as  many  dirfu 
lay  iindur  llicj  sanit?  circumstancos  of . suspicion. '* 

About  this  time  also,  I>ac)y  Pevcril,  with  many  tea 
took  a  temporary  leave  of  her  son  Julian,  who  was  se 
as  had  long  been  intended,  for  the  purpose  of  sharing  1 
education  of  the  young  Earl  of  Derby.  Altliougli  1 
boding  words  of  Bridgenorth  sometimes  occuired 
Lady  Peverii's  mind,  she  did  not  suffer  them  to  wei 
with  her  in  opposition  to  the  advantages  whicb  the] 
troniige  of  the  Countess  of  Derby  secured  to  her  son. 

The  plan  seemed  to  be  in  every  respect  successfc 
and  wtien,  from  time  to  time,  Julian  visited  the  house 
iiis  father,  Lady  Pevcril  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  hi 
on  every  occ<ision,  improved  in  person  and  in  manneri 
well  as  ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  more  solid  acquiremen 
In  process  of  time,  he  became  a  gallant  and  accomplii 
ed  youth,  and  travelled  for  some  time  upon  the  contin 
witii  the  young  Carl.  This  was  the  more  especially  I 
ccssnry  for  the  enlarging  of  their  acquaintance  with  ( 
world  ;  because  the  Countess  had  never  appeared 
I^ndon,  or  at  the  Couit  of  King  Charles,  since  her  fli| 
lo  llie  Isle  of  Man  in  16G0  ;  but  had  resided  in  soliti 
and  aristocratic  state,  alternately  on  her  estates  in  Ei 
land  and  in  that  island. 

This  had  given  to  the  education  of  botli  the  yoi 

men,  otherwise  as  excellent  as  the  best  teachers  coi 

render  it,  something  of  a  narrow  and  restricted  charact< 

but  though  the  disposition  of  the  young  Earl  was  ligh 

and  more  volatile  than  that  of  Julian,  both  the  one  i 

tlie  other  had  profited,  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  < 

opportunities  afforded  them.     It  was  Lady  Derby^s  sti 

injunction  to  her  son,  now  returning  from  the  continc 

that  be  should  not  appear  at  the  Court  of  Charles.    1 

liaving  been  for  some  time  of  age,  he  did  not  think  it 

*«>lutely  necessary  to  obey  her  in  this  particular  ;  and  I 

''^^"lained  for  some  time  in  London,  partaking  the  pie 

*"*es  of  ilie  gay  Court  there,  with  all  the  ardour  o 

^    ^*^S  man  bred  up  in  comparative  seclusion. 

^'^  Order  to  reconcile  tlic  Countess  to  tliis  transgress 
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other  authority,  (for  be  continued  to  enteTtain  lor  her  the 

Cnd  respect  in  which  he  had  been  educated,)  Lord 
Qgreed  to  make  a  long  sojourn  with  her  in  her  fa- 
*N(he  island,  which  be  abandoned  almost  entirely  to  her 
■moment. 
Jufiin  Pereril  had  spent  at  Martindale  Castle  a  good 
'  M  of  the  time  which  his  friend  had  bestowed  in  Lion- 
iaa ;  and  at  the  period  to  which,  passing  over  many 
jnis,  our  story  has  arrived,  as  it  were,  per  iollum,  they 
vcn  both  living  as  the  Countess's  guest^  io  the  Caslle  of 
Raihin,  in  the  Tenenible  lungdoia  of  Uan. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Nona — long  Ud  frnin  Ikac  wbo  roun  Ihe  rkud. — CWtnw. 

Tae  Isle  of  Man,  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
tauuiy,  was  very  different,  as  a  place  of  residence,  from 
*lHt  il  is  notv.  Men  had  not  then  discovered  its  merit,  as 
■  I^Keof  occasional  refuge  from  the  storms  of  life,  and  the 
■Dciety  to  be  there  met  with  was  of  a  very  unifonn  tenor. 
Ulcira  were  no  smart  fellows,  whom  fortune  had  tumbled 
nn  the  scat  of  their  barouches — no  plucked  pigeons,  or 
WiBged  rooks — no  disappointed  speculators — no  ruined 
■niiiers — in  short,  no  one  worth  talking  to.  The  society  of 
ide  island  was  limited  to  the  natives  themselves,  and  a  few 
oerchants,  who  lived  by  contraband  trade.  The  amuse- 
■Hnis  were  rare  and  monotonous,  and  the  mercurial  young 
Eul  was  soon  heartily  tired  of  his  dominions.  Tlie  island- 
«s  ilso,  become  too  wise  for  happiness,  had  lost  relish  for 
file  harmless  and  somewhat  cliildisli  sports  in  which  their 
■niple  ancestors  had  indulged  themselves.  May  was  no 
wigCT  ushered  in  by  the  imaginary  contest  between  the 
Queen  of  returning  winter  and  advancing  spring ;  the  lis- 
teiers  no  longer  sympathized  with  the  lively  music  of  the 
tolowers  of  the  one,  or  the  discordant  sounds  with  which 
lie  other  asserted  a  more  noisy  claim  to  attention.  Christ- 
■ftaSitoo,  closed,  and  the  steeples  no  longer  jangled  forth  a 
diKonant  peal.  The  wren,  to  seek  for  which  aied  to  be 
the  sport  dedicated  to  the  holy  tide,  was  left  unpursucd  and 
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tinslain.  Party  spirit  had  come  among  these  simple  peo- 
ple, and  destroyed  their  good-humour,  while  k  left  then 
their  ignorance.  Even  the  races,  a  sport  generally  is* 
teresting  to  people  of  all  ranks,  were  no  longer  perionnedp 
l>ecause  they  were  no  longer  attractive.  The  gentlemfln 
were  divided  by  feuds  hitherto  unknown,  and  each  seem- 
ed to  hold  it  scorn  to  be  pleased  with  the  same  diversioDS 
that  amused  those  of  the  opposite  faiction.  The  heaito 
of  both  parties  revolted  from  the  recollection  of  former 
days,  when  all  was  peace  among  them,  when  the  Elail  of 
Derby,  now  slaughtered,  used  to  bestow  the  priie,  and 
Christian,  since  so  vindictively  executed,  started  horses 
to  add  to  the  amusement. ^^ 

Jujian  was  seated  in  the  deep  recess  which  led  to  a 
latticed  window  of  the  Old  Casde ;  and,  with  his  anas 
crossed,  and  an  air  of  profound  contemplation,  was  survey- 
ing the  long  perspective  of  ocean,  which  rolled  its  succes- 
sive waves  up  to  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  die  ancient 
pile  is  founded.  The  Earl  was  suffering  under  the  inflic- 
tion of  ennui — now  looking  into  a  volume  of  Homer — now 
whistling — now  swinging  on  Ins  chair — now  traversing 
the  room — till,  at  length,  his  attention  became  s^-allowed 
up  in  admiration  of  the  tranquillity  of  his  companion. 

''  King  of  Men  !"  he  said,  repeating  the  favourite  ^i- 
thet  by  which  Homer  describes  Agamemnon, — "  I  trust, 
for  the  old  Greek's  sake,  he  had  a  merrier  office  tlian  being 
King  of  Man — Most  philosophical  Julian,  wiU  notliing 
rouse  thee — not  even  a  bad  pun  on  my  own  royal  dignity  ?" 

"  I  wish  you  would  be  a  little  more  the  King  in  Man," 
said  Julian,  starting  from  his  reverie,  **  and  then  yon 
would  find  more  amusement  in  your  dominions.*' 

"  What !  dethrone  that  royal  Semiramis  my  motlier,". 
said  the  young  lord,  '^  who  has  as  much  pleasure  in  play- 
ing Queen  as  if  she  were  a  real  Sovereign  ? — ^1  wonder 
you  can  give  me  such  counsel." 

"  Your  mother,  as  you  well  know,  my  dear  Derby, 
would  be  delighted,  did  you  take  any  interest  in  the  afiairs 
of  the  island." 

'<  Ay,  truly,  she  would  permit  me  to  be  King  ;  but  she 
would  choose  to  remain  Viceroy  over  me«     Why,  sht 
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would  only  gain  t  subject  the  more,  by  my  converting  my 
■pare  tjroe,  whicb  is  so  very  valuable  to  me,  to  <Aie  cares 
of  royalty.  No,  no,  Julian,  she  thinks  it  power,  to  direct 
■U  the  oAiiirs  of  tliese  poor  Manxmen  ;  and,  thinking  it 
power,  she  finds  it  pleasure.  I  shall  not  interfere,  un- 
less alie  hold  a  high  court  of  justice  again.  I  cannot 
aSord  to  pay  another  tine  to  my  hrollicr,  King  Charle»— 
But  I  for);et,  this  is  a  sore  point  wlih  you." 

"  With  the  Countess,  at  least,"  rcphed  Julian  ;  "  and 
I  wonder  you  will  speak  of  it." 

"  Why,  I  bear  no  malice  against  the  poor  man's  mem- 
ory any  more  than  yourself,  though  I  have  not  the  same 
reasons  for  hohling  it  in  veneration,"  replied  the  Earl  of 
Derby  ;  "  and  yd  I  have  some  respect  for  it  too.  I 
remember  their  bringing  liiin  oul  to  die — It  was  the  first 
holiday  1  ever  had  in  my  lift*,  and  I  heartily  wish  it  had 
been  OD  some  other  arcount." 

*'  I  ivoulJ  rather  hear  you  spcuk  of  anything  else,  my 
lord,"  said  Julian. 

"  Why,  there  it  goes,"  answered  the  Earl ;  "  when- 
ever I  talk  of  anything  that  puts  you  on  your  mettle,  and 
warms  your  blood,  tliat  runs  as  cold  as  a  merman's — to 
use  a  simile  of  this  happy  island — Hey  pass  I  you  press 
me  to  change  the  subject. — Weil,  what  shall  we  talk  of  i 
O  Julian,  if  you  had  not  gone  down  to  earth  yourself 
among  tlie  castles  and  caverns  of  Derbyshire,  we  should 
have  had  enough  of  delicious  topics — the  play-houses, 
Julian—  Both  die  King's  house  and  tlie  Duke's — Louis's 
establishment  Is  a  jest  to  them  ;  and  the  Ring  in  the 
Park,  .vhich  heats  the  Corso  at  Naples — and  the  beauties, 
who  beat  the  whole  world." 

"  I  am  very  willing  to  henr  you  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject, my  lord,"  answered  Julian  ;  "  the  less  I  have  seen 
of  die  London  world  myself,  tlie  more  lamlikelytob* 
amused  by  your  account  of  Jt." 

"  Ay,  my  friend — but  where  to  begin  ? — with  the  wit 
of  Duckiugham,  and  Sedley,  and  Etherege,  or  with  the 
grace  of  Harry  Jcrrnyn — tlic  courtesy  of  the  Duke  of 
MMimoulh,  or  with  the  loveliness  of  La  Belle  Hamilton 
— of  the  Duchess  of  Richmond — of  Lady ,the(tei-_ 
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son  of  Roxalana,  the  smart  humour  of  Mn.  Ndly  — -"" 

**  Or  what  say  you  to  the  bewitching  soiceries  of  Ijif 
Cynthia  ?*  demanded  his  companion. 

*'  Faith,  I  would  have  kept  these  to  myself,"  sudte 
Earl,  '*  to  follow  your  pnident  example.     But  since  jci. 
ask  me,  I  fairly  own  I  cannot  tell  what  to  say  of  theiBf 
only  1  think  of  them  twenty  times  as  often  as  sdl  the  besft' 
ties  I  have  spoke  of.    And  yet  she  is  neither  the  twentielk 
part  so  beautiful  as  the  plainest  of  these  Court  beautieSf 
nor  so  witty  as  the  dullest  1  have  named,  nor  so  noodisl^ 
— tliat  is  the  great  matter — as  the  most  obscure.     I  can' 
not  tell  what  makes  me  doat  on  her,  except  that  she  is 
capricious  as  her  whole  sex  put  together. 

**  That  I  should  think  a  small  recommendation^" 
swered  his  companion. 

"  Small,  do  you  term  it,"  replied  the  Eari,  "  an^ 
write  yourself  a  broilier  of  the  angle  ?  Why,  wUch  lik» 
you  best  ?  To  pull  a  dead  strain  on  a  miserable  gudgeon, 
which  you  draw  ashore  by  main  force,  as  the  fellows  here 
tow  in  their  fishing-boats — or  a  lively  salmon,  that  makes 
your  rod  crack,  and  your  line  whistle — plays  you  ten 
thousand  mischici'ous  pranks — wearies  your  heart  out 
with  hopes  and  fears — and  is  only  laid  panting  oo  the 
bank,  afier  you  have  shown  the  most  unmatchable  display 
of  skill,  patience,  and  dexieriiy  ? — But  I  see  you  have  a 
mind  to  go  on  angling  after  your  own  old  fashbn.  Off 
laced  coat,  and  on  brown  jerkin  ; — lively  colours  scare 
fish  in  the  sober  waters  of  the  Isle  of  Man  ; — faith,  in 
London  you  will  catch  few,  unless  the  bait  glistens  a  little. 
But  you  are  going  ? — well,  good  luck  to  you.  I  will  take 
to  the  barge  ; — tlic  sea  and  wind  are  less  inconstant  than 
the  tide  you  have  embarked  on." 

**  You  have  learned  to  say  all  these  smart  things  in 
London,  my  lord,"  answered  Julian ;  ^*  but  we  shall  have 
you  a  penitent  for  them,  if  Lady  Cynthia  be  of  my  mind. 
Adieu,  and  pleasure  till  we  meet." 

The  young  men  parted  accordingly  ;  and  while  the 
Earl  betook  him  to  his  pleasure  voyage,  Julian,  as  his 
friend  had  prophesied,  assumed  the  dress  of  one  who 
means  to  amuse  himself  with  angling.      The  hat  and 
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fcallicr  were  exchangod  for  a  cap  of  fp«y  cloth ;  the  deep- 
ly-laced cloak  and  doublet  for  a  sinijile  jacket  gf  the  same 
cdour,u-ilii  |jo!ieconfon'nmg;  ami  rjnally,n'ilh  rod  in  hand, 
ind  imniiicr  at  his  hack,  mounted  upon  a  handsome  Manx 
pony,  yoimg  Pevcril  rode  briskly  over  the  country  whwb 
divKled  liiin  from  one  of  those  beautiful  streams,  that 
deaceod  to  tlie  sea  from  the  Kirk-Merl^h  mountains. 

Hiving  reached  the  spot  wliere  he  meant  to  commence 
bii  day's  sport,  Julian  let  his  little  steed  graze,  which,  ac- 
nutajncd  to  the  situation,  followed  him  like  a  dog  ;  and 
>Di«  and  then,  when  tired  of  picking  herbage  in  the  val- 
ley tliraugh  which  the  stream  winded,  came  near  her 
master's  side,  and,  as  if  she  liail  been  a  curious  amateur 
of  llie  sport,  gazed  on  tlie  irouts  as  Julian  brought  them 
■irug^jiiig  to  tUc  shore.     But  Fairy's  master  showed,  oa 
lliat  (lay,  little  of  the  patience  of  a  real  angler,  and  look 
no  heed  to  old  Isaac  Walton's  recommendation,  to  fish 
the  streams  inch  by  inch.     He  chose,  indeed,  with  an  an- 
gler's eye,  the  most  promising  casts,  where  the  stream 
broke  gjKirkling  over  a  stone,  ulTording  the  wonted  shelter 
Id  a  trout  ;  or  where,  gliding  away  from  a  rippling  cur- 
rent to  a  still  eddy,  it  streamed  under  the  projecting  bank, 
or  dashed  from  the  pool  of  some  low  cascade.     By  tliis 
judicious  selection  of  spots  whereon  to  employ  his  art, 
the  sjiortsmau's  basket  was  soon  sudiciently  heavy,  to 
tbow  tliat  bis  occupation  was  not  a  mere  pretext ;  and  so 
•oon  as  this  was  the  case,  he  walked  briskly  up  the  glen, 
only  making  a  cast  from  time  to  time,  in  case  of  bis  being 
observed  from  any  of  the  neighbouring  heights. 

It  was  a  little  green  and  rocky  valley  ttirough  whicli 
the  brook  strayed,  very  lonely,  ahhough  the  slight  track 
of  an  unformed  road,  showed  that  it  was  occasionally 
traversed,  and  that  it  was  not  altogether  void  of  inhabi- 
tatiis.  As  Pcvcril  advanced  still  forlher,  the  right  bank 
rearhetl  to  some  distance  from  the  stream,  leaving  a  pieco 
of  meadow  ground,  the  lower  part  of  which  being  close 
to  the  brook,  was  entirely  covered  with  rich  herbage  ; 
being,  possibly,  occasionally  inigaieil  by  its  overflow. 
The  higher  part  of  the  leici  ground  afforded  a  stance  for 
lo  ok)  Itouac,  of  a  singular  structure,  willi  &  teii&ced 
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garden,  and  a  cultivated  field  or  two  beside  it.     In  fixnNr 
times,  a  Danish  or  Norwegian   fastness  had  stood  heie, 
called  the  Black  Fort,  from  the  colour  of  a  huge  heathj 
hiU|  which  rising  behind  the  building,  appeared  to  be  tlM 
boundary  of  the  valley,  and  to  afibrd  toe  source  of  the 
brook.     But  the  original  structure  had  been  long  demol- 
ished, as,  indeed,  it  probably  only  consisted  of  dry  stooesi 
and  its  materials  had  been  applied  to  the  constnictkm  of 
the  present  mansion — ^the  work  of  some  churchman,  div- 
ing the  sixteenth  century,  as  was  evident  from  the  hM 
stone-work  of  its  windows,  which  scarce  left  room  ior 
light  to  pass  through,  as  well  as  from  two  or  tliree  hea?f 
buttresses,  which  projected  from  the  front  of  the  bouse, 
and  exhibited  on  their  surface  little  niches  for  images* 
These  had  been  carefully  destroyed,  and  pots  of  flowen 
were  placed  in  tlie  niches  in  their  stead,  besides  their  be- 
ing ornamented  by  creeping  plants  of  various  kinds,  ianr 
eiiully  twined  around  them.     The  garden  was  also  in 
good  order  ;  and  though  the  spot  was  extremely  solttaiy, 
there  was  about  it  altogether  an  air  of  comfort,  accommo- 
dation, and  even  elegance,  by  no  means  generally  char- 
acteristic of  the  habitations  of  the  island  at  the  time. 

With  much  circumspection,  Julian  Peveril  approached 
the  low  Gotliic  porch,  which  defended  the  entrance  of 
the  mansion  from  the  tempests  incident  to  its  situation, 
and  was,  like  the  buttresses,  overrun  wfth  ivy  and  other 
creeping  plants.  An  iron  ring,  contrived  so  as  when 
drawn  up  and  down  to  rattle  against  the  bar  of  notched 
iron  through  which  it  was  suspended,  served  the  purpose 
of  a  knocker ;  and  to  this  he  applied  himself,  though  with 
the  greatest  precaution. 

He  received  no  answer  f<lr  some  time,  and  indeed  it 
seemed  as  if  the  house  was  totally  uninhabited ;  when, 
at  length,  his  impatience  getting  the  upper  hand,  he  tried 
to  open  the  door,  and,  as  it  was  only  upon  the  latch,  very 
easily  succeeded.  He  passed  through  a  little  low-arched 
hall,  the  upper  end  of  which  was  occupied  by  a  staircase, 
and  turning  to  the  left,  opened  the  door  of  a  summer 
parlour,  wainscotted  with  black  oak,  and  very  simply  fur- 
nished with  chairs  and  tables  of  die  same  materials ;  the 
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fcrmer  cushioned  with  leather.  The  apartment  wu 
riotuny — one  of  those  stone-shafted  windows  which  wa 
Dare  mentioned,  with  its  small  latticed  panes,  and  thick 
^uland  o/  foliage,  admitting  but  an  imperfect  light. 

Over  the  chimney-piece  (which  was  of  the  same  ma»- 
•ive  materials  with  the  panelling  of  the  apartment)  was  the 
ODly  oniBinciit  of  tlic  room ;  a  painting,  namely,  represent- 
ing an  officer  in  the  military  dress  of  ilie  Civil  Wan.  It 
was  a  green  jerkin,  then  the  national  and  peculiar  wear  of 
llie  Manxmen;  his  short  band  which  hung  down  on  tliecui- 
fass — tl>e  orange-coloured  scarf,  but,  above  all,  the  short- 
ness of  his  close-cut  hair,showiiig  evidently  to  which  of  the 
^al  parties  he  had  belonged.  His  ri^ht  hand  rested  oo 
the  hill  of  bis  sword  ;  and  in  the  left  he  held  a  small  Bible, 
bearing  tlie  inscription, "  In  hoc  ti'gno."  Tiie  countenance 
was  of  a  liglit  complexion,  with  fair  and  almost  eiieniinato 
blue  eyes,  and  an  oval  ibrm  of  face — one  of  those  physi- 
o^omies,  to  which,  though  not  oiheroise  unpleasing,  w 
naturally  attach  the  idea  of  melancholy  and  of  misfor- 
buie.is  Apparently  it  was  ivetl  known  to  Julian  Peveril ; 
Ibr,  after  having  looked  at  it  for  a  long  time,  he  could  not 
forbear  muttering  aloud,  "  What  would  1  give  that  tliat 
man  had  never  been  bom,  or  that  he  still  lived  1" 

"  How  now — how  is  this  ?"  said  a  female,  who  enter- 
ed the  room  as  he  uttered  this  reflection.  "  You  here, 
Master  Peveril,  in  spite  of  all  the  warnings  you  have  had  ? 
You  here,  in  the  possession  of  folk's  house  when  they  are 
abroad,  and  talking  to  yourself,  as  I  shall  warrant !" 

"  Yes,  Mistress  Deborah,"  said  Peveril,  "  I  am  hero 
once  more,  as  you  see,  against  every  prohibition,  and  in 
deliance  of  all  danger. — Where  is  Alice  ?" 

"  Where  you  will  never  see  her,  Master  Julian — you 
may  satisfy  yourself  of  that,"  answered  Mistress  Deb- 
orah, for  it  was  that  respectable  govcrnante  ;  and  sinking 
down  at  the  same  time  upon  one  of  the  large  leathern 
chairs,  she  began  to  fan  herself  with  her  handkerchief, 
and  complain  of  ihc  heat  in  a  most  ladylike  fashion. 

In  fact,  Mistress  Debbilch,  while  her  exterior  intimat" 
ed  a  considerable  change  of  condition  for  the  better,  and 
her  countenance  showed  tlic  less  f;ivoiiruble  effects  q[  t)aQ 
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twenty  years  which  had  passed  over  her  head,  mil 
mind  and  manners  very  much  what  she  had  been  vha 
she  battled  the  opinions  of  Madam    Ellesmere  at  Mtf-    ' 
tindale  Castle.     In  a  word,  she  was  self-willed,  obstiuttt 
and  coquettish  as  ever,  otherwise  no  ill-disposed  penoo- 
Her  present  appearance  was  that  of  a  woman  of  the  bet- 
ter rank.     From  the  sobriety  of  the  fashion  of  her  dr€8i 
and  tlie  uniformity  of  its  colours,  it  was  plain  she  belong 
ed  to  some  sect  which  condemned  superfluous  gaiety  in 
attire  ;  but  no  rules,  not  those  of  a  nunnery  or  of  a  qui- 
ker's  society,  can  prevent  a  little  coquetry  in  that  pane- 
nlar,  where  a  woman  is  desirous  of  being  supposed  tt 
retain  some  claim  to  personal  attention.      All  Mistre* 
Deborah's  garments  were  so  arranged  as  might  best  seit 
off  a  good-looking  woman,  whose  countenance  indicated 
ease  and  good  cheer — who  called  herself  five-and-diirty« 
and  was  well  entitled,  if  she  had  a  mind,  to  call  herxtf 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  older. 

Julian  was  under  the  necessity  of  enduring  all  her  tire^ 
some  and  fantastic  airs,  and  awaiting  with  patience  tilX 
she  had  *'  prinked  herself,  and  pinned  herself — flun^ 
her  hoods  back,  and  drawn  them  forward— snuflled  at  ^ 
little  bottle  of  essences — closed  her  eyes  like  a  dyings 
fowl — ^turned  them  up  like  a  duck  in  a  thunder-storm  ; 
when  at  length,  having  exhausted  her  round  of  minaude^ 
rtef,  she  condescended  to  open  the  conversation. 

"  These  walks  will  be  the  death  of  me,"  she  said,  '^  and 
all  on  your  account,  RIaster  Julian  Peveril ;  for  if  Dame 
Christian  should  learn  that  you  have  chosen  to  make  your 
visits  to  her  niece,  I  promise  you  Mistress  Alice  would  be 
soon  obliged  to  find  other  quarters,  and  so  should  I." 

"  Come  now,  Mistress  Deborah,  be  good-humoured,*" 
said  Julian  ;  *^  consider,  was  not  all  this  intimacy  of  oun 
of  your  own  making  ?  Did  you  not  make  yourself  known 
to  me  the  very  first  time  I  strolled  up  this  clen  with  my 
fishing-rod,  and  tell  mc  that  you  were  my  former  keep- 
er, and  that  Alice  had  been  my  little  play-fellow  ?  And 
what  could  there  be  more  natural,  than  that  I  should 
come  back  and  see  two  such  agreeable  persons  as  often 
as  I  GouM  ?*' 
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'*  Yes,"  said  Danic  Deborah  ;  "  but  1  did  not  bid  yoii 
fall  in  love  with  us,  though,  or  propose  such  a  matter  as 
marriage  cither  to  Alice  or  myself," 

•*  To  do  you  justice,  you  never  did,  Deborah,"  an- 
Eircrcd  theyotith  ;  *^  but  what  of  that  ?  Such  things  will 
come  out  before  one  is  aware.  lam  sure  you  must  have 
licard  such  proposals  fifty  times  when  you  least  expected 
them." 

•*  Fie,  fie,  fie,  Master  Juh'an  Peveril,"  snid  the  govcr- 

nante  ;  I  would  have  you  to  know  tliat  I  have  always  so 

behaved  myself,  that  the  best  of  the  land  would  have 

thought  twice  of  it,  and  have  very  well  considered  both 

what  he  was  going  to  say,  and  how  he  was  going  to  say 

it,  before  he  came  out  with  ijuch  |)ro|)osals  to  me." 

"  True,  true,  IMistrcss  Deboraii,"  continued  Julian  ; 
"bill  all  the  world  have  not  your  discretion.  Then  Alice 
Bridgonorth  is  a  cUild — a  mere  chihl  ;  and  one  always 
asks  a  baby  to  be  one's  little  wife,  you  know.  Come,  1 
know  you  will  forgive  nie.  Thuu  ucrt  ever  the  hest- 
naiured,  kindest  \\oman  in  the  world  ;  and  you  know 
y*w  have  said  twenty  times  we  were  made  for  each 
otbrr." 

"  0  no.  Master  Julian  Pevoril  ;  no,  no,  no  !"  ejarii- 
laled  Deborah.  **  I  mav  indeed  have  said  your  estates 
Were  born  to  be  united  ;  and  to  he  sure  it  is  natural  lo 
^i^'^j  that  conie  of  the  old  stock  of  the  honest  yeomanry 
of  Pcvcril  of  the  Peak's  estate,  to  wisli  that  it  was  all 
^»lbiu  tliL  ring  fence  again  ;  whicli  sure  eiiou|^li  it  uiiLrlii 
"'^  Were  you  to  marry  Alice  Bridi^enorlli.  liiit  then 
ll'cnj  is  the  knight  your  father,  and  my  lady  your  molh- 
<^r ;  and  there  is  her  father,  that  is  half  rrazy  willi  his 
''cligion  ;  and  her  aunt,  that  wears  eternal  black  grogram 
for  that  unlucky  Colonel  Christian  ;  and  there  is  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  that  would  serve  us  all  wilii  the  samo 
Muce  if  we  were  thinking  of  anything  that  would  dis- 
please her.  And  br's^ides  all  that,  you  have  broke  your 
word  with  Mistress*  Alice?,  and  everyihiii;;  is  ovi-r  between 
you  ;   and  1  am  of  o])iiiion  it  is  (juite  light  it  should  be 
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aU  over.  And  perhaps  it  may  ^e,  Master  Jul 
should  have  tliought  so  a  long  time  ago,  befc 
like  Alice  put  it  into  my  head  ;  but  I  am  so 
lured." 

No  flatterer  like  a  lover,  who  wishes  to  carry 

"  You  are  the  best-naturcd,  kindest  creati 
world,  Deborah. — But  you  have  never  seen 
bought  for  you  at  Paris.     Nay,  I  will  put  it  on 
gcr  myself  ;-^what  !   your  foster-son,  whom 
so  well,  and  took  such  care  of  ?" 

He  easily  succeeded  in  putting  a  pretty  rinj 
witli  a  humourous  affectation  of  gallantry,  on  t 
ger  of  Mistress  Deborah  Debbitch.  Her's  was 
kind  often  to  be  met  with,  both  among  the  lower ; 
vulgar,  who,  without  being,  on  a  broad  scale, 
to  bribes  or  corruption,  are  nevertlieless  much  a 
perquisites,  and  considerably  biassed  in  their  lin 
though  perhaps  insensibly,  by  the  love  of  petty 
CCS,  petty  presents,  and  trivial  compliments. 
Debbitch  turned  die  ring  round,  and  round,  and  i 
at  length  said,  in  a  whisper,  "  Well,  Master  Julia 
it  signifies  nothing  denying  anything  to  such  a  y 
tleman  as  you,  for  young  gentlemen  are  alway; 
nate !  and  so  I  may  as  well  tell  you,  that  Mist 
■walked  back  from  Kirk-Truagh  along  with  me, 
and  entered  tlie  house  at  the  same  time  with  m 

"  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  so  before  ?"    sa 
starting  up  ;  "  where — where  is  she  ?" 

"  You  had  better  ask  why  I  tell  you  so  no 
Julian,"  said  Dame  Deborah  ;  "  for  I  promise 
against  her  express  commands  ;  and  I  wouh 
told  you,  had  you  not  looked  so  pitiful  ; — but  j 
ing  you,  that  she  will  not — and  she  is  in  her 
room,  with  a  good  oak  door  shut  and  bolted  u 
that  is  one  comfort. — And  so,  as  for  any  breac 
on  my  part — I  promise  you  the  little  saucy  mi 
no  less  name — ft  is  qiiiie  impossible." 

"  Do  not  say  so,  Deborah — only  go — onl) 
her  to  hear  me — tell  her  I  have  a  hundred  e: 
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iiaobeying  her  commands — tell  her  I  have  no  doubt  to 
get  over  all  obstacles  at  Martindale  Cnsllo." 

**  Nay,  I  tell  you  it  is  all  in  vain,"  replied  the  dame. 
"  Wien  I  saw  your  cap  and  rod  lying  in  ilia  hall,  I  did 
but  say,  *  there  he  is  again,'  and  she  ran  up  the  stairs 
like  a  young  deer  ;  and  I  heard  key  turned,  and  bolt 
shot,  ere  I  could  say  a  single  word  to  stop  her — I  marvel 
you  heard  her  not." 

•*  It  was  because  I  am,  as  I  ever  was,  an  owl — a 
dreaming  fool,  who  let  all  those  golden  minutes  pass, 
which  my  luckless  life  holds  out  to  me  so  rarely. — Well 
—tell  her  I  go — go  for  ever — go  where  she  will  hear  no 
more  of  me — where  no  one  shall  hear  more  of  me!" 

■*  O,  the  Father !"  said  the  dame,  "  hear  how  he  talks ! 

—What  will  become  of  Sir  Geoffrey,  and  your  mother, 

and  of  me,  and  of  the  Countess,  if  you  were  to  go  so 

itr  as  you  talk  of  ?    And  what  would  become  of  poor 

Alice  too  ?  for  I  will  be  sworn  she  likes  you  better  than 

ihe  says,  and  I  know  she  used  to  sit  and  look  the  way 

diat  you  use  to  come  up  the  stream,  and  now  and  then 

tsk  me  if  the  morning  were  good  for  fishing.      And  all 

Ae  while  you  were  on  the  Continent,  as  they  call  it,  she 

scarcely  smiled  once,  unless  it  was  when  she  got  two 

teautiful  long  letters  about  foreign  parts." 

"  Friendship,  Dame  Deborah — only  friendship — cold 
Md  calm  remembrance  of  one  who,  by  your  kind  per- 
niission,  stole  in  on  your  solitude  now  and  then,  with  news 
from  the  living  world  without. — Once,  indeed,  1  thought 
•••but  it  is  all  over — farewell." 

So  saying,  he  covered  his  face  with  one  hand,  and  ex- 
tended the  other,  in  the  act  of  bidding  adieu  to  Dame 
Debbitch,  whose  kind  heart  became  unable  to  withstand 
the  sis^ht  of  his  affliction. 

"  Now,  do  not  be  in  such  haste,"  she  said  ;    "  I  will 

go  up  again,  and  tell  her  how  it  stands  with  you,  and  bring 

her  down,  if  it  is  in  woman's  power  to  do  it." 

And  so  saying,  she  left  the  apartment  and  ran  up  stair^. 

Julian   Peveril,   meanwhile,   paced  the  apartment  in 

great  agitation,  waiting  the  success  of  Deborah's  ioler" 
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cession  ;  and  she  remained  long  enough  absent  to  pt 
us  time  to  explain,  in  a  short  retrospect,  the  circumtttt* 
ces  which  had  led  to  his  present  situation. 


I' a 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Ah  mc  !  for  aagfat  that  ever  I  could  rend, 

Could  ever  bear  by  tnle  or  history, 

The  course  of  true  love  never  did  roa  aaoolh ! 

Midnmmer  N^gkts  Dm^' 

The  celebrated  passage  which  we  have  prefixed  to  tbi^ 
chapter,  has,  like  most  observations  of  the  same  author,  tt^ 
foundation  in  real  exi>criencc.     Tlie  period  at  which  lo^ 
is  formed  for  the  first  time,  and  felt  most  strongly,  is  seWot^ 
that  at  which  there  is  much  prospect  of  its  being  brouglit  t^ 
a  happy  issue.  Tlic  stale  of  nrtificial  society  opposes  manj^ 
complicated  ohstmctions  to  early  marriages ;   and  th^ 
chance  is  very  great,  that  sucli  obstacles  prove  insurmountt^ 
ble.   In  fine,  there  are  few  men  who  do  not  look  back  in  se- 
cret to  some  period  of  their  youth,  at  which  a  sincere 
and  early  affection  was  repulsed,  or  betrayed,  or  became 
abortive  from  opposing  circumstances.     It  is  these  little 
])assages  of  secret  history,   which  leave  a  tinge  of  ro- 
mance in  every  bosom,  scarce  permitting  us,  even  in  the 
most  busy  or  the  most  advanced  period  of  life,  to  listen 
with  total  indifference  to  a  talc  of  true  love. 

Julian  Peveri!  had  so  fixed  his  affections,  as  to  ensure 
the  fullest  share  of  that  opposition  whicli  early  attachments 
arc  so  apt  to  encounter.  Yet  nothing  so  natural  as  that 
he  should  have  done  so.  In  early  youth.  Dame  Deb- 
bitch  had  accidentally  met  wiiii  the  son  of  her  first  pat- 
roness, and  who  had  himself  been  her  earliest  charge, 
fishing  in  the  liulc  brook  already  noticed,  which  watered 
the  valley  in  which  she  resided  with  Alice  Bridgenorth. 
The  dame's  curiosity  easily  discovered  who  he  was  ;  auo 
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e  interest  which  persons  in  her  condition  usual- 
the  young  persons  who  have  been  under  their 
le  was  deligiitcd  with  tlic  opportunity  to  talk  • 
ler  times — about  Martindalc  Castle,  and  friends 
out  Sir  Geoffrey  and  his  good  lady — and,  now 
about  Lance  Outram  the  park-keeper. 
?re  pleasure  of  gratifying  her  inquiries,  would 
^e  hail  power  enough  to  induce  Julian  to  repeat 
to  the  lonely  glen  ;  but  Deborah  had  a  com- 

lovely  girl — bred  in  solitude,  and  in  the  quiet 
tending  tastes  which  solitude  encourages — spir- 
and  inquisitive,  and  listening,  with  a  laughing 
i  an  eager  eye,  to  every  tale  which  the  young 
lught  from  the  town  and  castle, 
sits  of  Julian  to  the  Black  Fort  were  only  oc- 
•90  far  Dame  Deborah  showed  common  sense 
vas,  perhaps,  inspired  by  the  apprehension  of 

place,  in  case  of  discovery.  She  had,  indeed, 
idence  in  the  strons;  and  rooted  belief — amount- 

to  superstition — which  Major  Bridgenorth  en- 
ihat  his  daughter's  continued  health  could  only 
i  by  her  continuing  under  the  charge  of  one  who 
«d  Lady  Peveril's  supposed  skill  in  treating  those 
such  ailments.  This  belief  Dame  Deborah  had 
to  the  utmost  of  her  simple  cunning, — always 
n  something  of  an  oracular  tone,  upon  the  sub- 
charge's  health,  and  hinting  at  certain  mysterious 
jsary  to  maintain  it  in  the  present  favourable  state* 
vailed  herself  of  this  arlifice,  to  procure  for  her- 
lice  a  separate  establisliment  at  the  Black  Fort ; 

originally  Major  Bridgenorth's  resohuion,  that 
:er  and  her  governante  should  remain  under  the 

with  the  sister-in-law  of  his  deceased  wife,  the 
the  unfortunate  Colonel  Christian.  But  this 
iroken  down  with  premature  age,  brought  on  by 
and,  in  a  short  visit  which  Major  Bridgenorth 
le  island,  he  was  easily  prevailed  on  to  consid- 
Lise  at  Kirk-Truagh,  as  a  very  cheerless  resi- 
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dcnce  for  his  daughter.  Dame  Deborabi  wb 
for  domestic  independence,  was  careful  to  ioci 
impression  by  alarming  her  patron's  fears  on  a 
Alice's  health.  ''  Tlie  mansion  of  Kirk-Truag 
slie  said,  <'  much  exposed  to  tlie  Scottish  wini 
could  not  but  be  cold,  as  they  came  from  a 
where,  as  she  i;\*as  assured,  there  was  ice  and 
midsummer."  In  short,  she  prevailed,  and  was 
full  possession  of  the  Black  Fort,  a  bouse  whid 
as  Kirk-Tniagh,  belonged  formerly  to  ChristiaOj 
to  his  widow. 

Still,  however,  it  was  enjoined  on  the  goyer 
her  charge,  to  visit  Kirk-Truagh  from  time  to 
to  consider  themselves  as  under  the  managei 
guardianship  of  Mistress  Christian, — a  state  of  i 
the  sense  of  which  Deborah  endeavoured  to  ] 
assuming  as  much  freedom  of  conduct  as  sbc 
dared,  under  the  influence,  doubtless,  of  the  s 
ings  of  independence  which  induced  her,  at  M 
Hall,  to  sp;irn  the  advice  of  Alistress  Ellesmen 

It  was  this  generous  disposition  to  defy  coot 
induced  her  to  procure  for  Alice,  secretly,  soi 
of  education,  which  the  stem  genius  of  puritani 
have  proscribed.  Siie  ventured  to  have  be 
taught  music — nay,  even  dancing  ;  and  the  | 
the  austere  Colonel  Christian  trembled  on  the 
where  it  was  suspended,  wiiile  the  sylph-likc 
Alice,  and  the  substantial  person  of  Dame  Deb 
ccuted  French  chaussecs  and  borces,  to  the  so 
small  kit,  which  screamed  under  the  bow  of 
de  Pigal,  half  smuggler,  half  dancing-mastei 
abomination  reached  the  ears  of  the  Colonel 
and  by  her  was  communicated  to  Bridgenort 
sudden  appearance  in  the  island  showed  the  ir 
he  attached  to  the  communication.  Had  she  b 
less  to  her  own  cause,  that  had  been  the  late: 
Mistress  Deborah's  administration.  But  she 
into  her  stronghold. 

"  Dancing,"  she  said,  "  was  exercise,  regui 
timed  by  music  ;    and  it  stood  to  reason,  that  i 
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uie  best  of  all  exercise  for  a  delicate  person,  especially 
S3  it  could  be  taken  wiiliin  doors,  and  in  all  states  of  the 
Heather." 

£ndgcnorll)  listened,  with  a  clouded  and  tlioughtful 

brow,  when,  in  exemplification  of  her  doctrine,  Mistress 

Delx>rah,  who  was  no  contemptible  performer  on  the  viol, 

began  to  jangle  Sellcnger's  Round,    and    desired    Alice 

to  dance  an  old  English  measure  to  the  tune.      As  the 

half-bashful,  half-smiling  girl,  about  fourteen,  for  such 

was  her  age,  moved  gracefully  to  the  music,  the  father's 

eye  unavoidably  followed  the  light  spring  of  her  step, 

and  marked  with  joy  the   rising  colour  in  her  cheek. 

When  the  dance  was  over,  he  folded  her  in  his  arms, 

fiDQcxuhed  her  somewhat  disordered  locks  with  a  father's 

affectionate  hand,  smiled,  kissed  her  brow,  and  took  his 

leave,  without  one  single  word  farther  interdicting  tiio 

exercise  of  dancing.     He  did  not  himself  communicate 

tUe  result  of  his  visit  at  the  Black  Fort  to  Mistress  Chris- 

^an,  but  die  was  not  long  of  learning  it,  by  the  triumph 

of-Dame  Deborah  on  her  next  visit. 

**  It  is  well,"  said  tlie  stern  old  lady  ;  ^*  my  brother 
Bridgenorth  hath  permuted  you  to  make  a  Uerodias  of 
Alice,%nd  teach  her  dancing.  You  have  only  now  to 
find  her  a  partner  for  life — I  shall  neither  meddle  nor 
loakc  more  in  their  affairs." 

In  fact,  the  triumph  of  Dame  Deborah,  or  rather  of 
Dame  Nature,  on  this  occasion,  had  more  important  ef- 
fects than  the  former  had  ventured  to  anticipate  ;    for 
Mistress  Christian,  though  she  received  with  all  formal- 
ity the  formal  visits  of  the  governante  and  her  charge, 
seemed  thenceforth  so  pettish  with  the  issue  of  her  remon- 
strance, upon  the  enormity  of  her  niece  dancing  to  a  little 
fiddle,  that  she  appeared  to  give  up  uitcrfercnce  in  her  af- 
fairs, and  left  Dame  Dcbbitch  and  Alice  to  manage  both 
education  and  housekeeping— -m  which  she  had  liitiierto 
greatly  concerned  herself — ^much  after  their  own  pleasure. 
It  was  in  this  independent  state  that  they  lived,  when 
Julian  first  \  isited  their  habitation  ;  and  he  was  the  nithei 
encouraged  to  do  so  by  Dame  Deborah,  that  she  believed 
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him  to  be  one  of  the  last  persons  in  the  world  wM 
Mistress  Christian  would  have  desired  her  niec* 
acquainted — ^the  happy  spirit  of  contradiction  supe 
with  Dame  Deborah,  on  this,  as  on  other  occai 
consideration  of  the  fitness  of  things.  She  did  not 
gether  without  precaution  neither.  She  was  aware 
to  guard  not  only  against  any  reviving  interest  or  c 
on  the  part  of  Mistress  Christian,  but  against  the  soi 
rival  of  Major  Bridgenorth,  who  never  failed  ooc 
year  to  make  his  appearance  at  the  Black  Foi 
least  expected,  and. to  remain  there  for  a  fei 
Dame  Debbitch,  therefore,  exacted  of  Julian, 
visits  should  be  few  and  far  between  ;  that  'he 
condescend  to  pass  for  a  relation  of  her  own,  in  * 
of  two  ignorant  Manx  giris  and  a  lad,  who  fori 
establislmient ;  and  that  he  should  always  appe; 
angler's  dress  made  of  the  simple  Lougthanj 
coloured  wool  of  the  island,  which  is  not  subji 
dyeing.  By  these  cautions,  slie  thought  his  inti 
the  Black  Fort  would  be  entirely  unnoticed,  or  o 
ed  as  immaterial,  while,  in  the  meantime,  it  fi 
much  amusement  to  her  charge  and  herself. 

This  was  accordingly  the  case  during  the  ear 
of  their  intercourse,  while  Julian  was  a  lad  and 
girl  two  or  three  years  younger.  But  as  the  lad 
to  youth,  and  the  girl  to  womanhood,  even  Dame 
rah  Debbitch's  judgment  saw  danger  in  their  c( 
intimacy.  She  took  an  opportunity  to  commui 
Julian  who  Miss  Bridgenorth  actually  was,  and  tl 
liar  circumstances  which  placed  discord  betwe 
fathers.  He  heard  the  story  of  their  quarrel  wii 
est  and  surprise,  for  he  had  only  resided  occasic 
Martindale  Castle,  and  the  subject  of  Bridgenortl 
rel  with  his  father  had  never  been  mentioned  in  1 
ence.  His  imagination  caught  fire  at  the  sparks 
by  this  singular  story  ;  and,  far  from  complying 
prudent  remonstrance  of  Dame  Deborah,  and  g 
estranging  himself  from  the  Black  Fort  and  its 
mate,  he  frankly  declared,  he  considered  his  i 
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there,  so  casually  commenced,  as  intimating  tlie  will  of 

HcaveHy  thai  Alice  and  he  were  designed  for  each  other, 

in  spite  of  ever}*  obstacle  which  passion  or  prejudice  could 

raise  up  betwixt  them.      Tliey  had  been  companions  in 

infancy ;  and  a  little  exertion  of  memory  enabled  him  to 

recall  his  childisii  grief  for  the  unexpected  and  suddtra 

disappearance  of  his  little  companion,  whom  he  was  des- 

lined  again  to  meet  with  in  the  early  bloom  of  opening 

beauty,  in  a  country  whicli  was  foreizn  to  them  both. 

Dame  Deborah  was  confounded  at  ilie  consequences  of 
ber  communication,  wiiich  had  thus  blown  uuo  a  flame 
the  passion  which  she  hoped  it  would  iiave  cither  pre- 
Tcnted  or  extinguished.  She  had  not  tiie  sort  of  head 
wliich  resists  the  masculine  and  energetic  remonstrances 
of  passionate  attachment,  whether  addressed  to  her  on 
her  ovn  account,  or  on  behalf  of  another.  She  lamented, 
mil  wondered,  and  ended  her  feeble  opposition,  by  weop- 
ing)  and  sympathizing,  and  consenting  to  allow  the  con- 
tinuanpe  of  Julianas  vi>it5.  provided  he  should  only  ad- 
*lress  hiinself  to  Alice  as  a  friend  ;  to  sain  the  world, 
slie  would  consent  to  nothins  more.  Siie  wa?  not.  Iio-v- 
pver,  so  simple,  but  that  she  also  had  her  forf. l^o'ilnL's 
rf  the  ftsigns  of  Providence  on  this  yo'Jiliful  rjoJiji:.-  ; 
for  Certainly  they  could  nol^be  more  foniiod  to  be  ui.i:/^! 
^^w  the  good  estates  of  Mnrtindale  and  Moiilirasfic. 

Then  came  a  long  sequence  of  reflections.  Mariiiirl'il ■:• 
(Castle  wanted  but  some  repnirs  to  be  ahuo:»t  e(|irdl  to 
Chatsworth.  The  Hall  niixlil  be  allowed  to  eo  to  ruin  ; 
*i  what  would  be  belier,  when  Sir  GcotTrey's  time  came, 
(for  ihe*  good  knis^ht  had  seen  service,  ar.d  muil  be 
hrcaking  now,)  the  Hall  would  be  a  irood  dowry-liou.-*', 
(0  which  my  lady  and  Ellesmerc  mi^ht  rc'ire;it ;  while 
ffnipress  of  the  still-room,  and  queen  of  the  pni:!r\j 
Mistress  Deborah  Debbilch  should  reign  houaek^-^'pf-r  m 
llie  Castle,  and  extend,  perhaps,  the  crov.ii-uii:iriino;rrjI 
to  Lance  Outram,  providi?d  he  was  not  becuinc  loo  old, 
too  fat,  or  too  fond  of  ale. 

Such  were  tin;  sooihiiv^  virions  !ui(K:r  the  luRnouco.  of 
which  the  dauic  connived  ;it  an  atmchniLUt,  uhicli  lull*  d 
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also  to  pleasing  dreams,  though  of  a  character  so  difir- 
cnt,  her  charge  and  her  visitant. 

The  visits  of  the  young  angler  became  more  and  moiff 
frequent ;  and  the  embarrassed  Deborah,  though  foresee- 
ing all  the  dangers  of  discovery,  and  the  additional  risk 
of  an  explanation  betwixt  Alice  and  Julian,  which  imBt 
necessarily  render  their  relative  situation  so  much  men 
delicate,  fcK  completely  overborne  by  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  young  lover,  and  was  compelled  to  let  matters  tike 
their  course. 

The  departure  of  Julian  for  the  continent  interrupted 
the  course  of  his  intimacy  at  the  Black  Fort,  and  wUk 
it  relieved  the  elder  of  its  inmates  from  much  interul 
apprehension,  spread  an  air  of  languor  and  dejection  over 
the  countenance  of  the  younger,  which,  at  Bridgenorth^ 
next  visit  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  renewed  all  his  terrors  kf 
his  daughter's  constitutional  malady. 

Deborah  promised  faithfully  she  should  look  better  tb^ 
next  morning,  and  she  kept  her  word.  She  had  retaineo 
in  her  possession  for  some  time  a  letter  which  Julian  baJy 
by  some  private  conveyance,  sent  to  her  charge,  for  hi^ 
youthful  friend.  Deborah  had  dreaded  the  conseauence^ 
of  delivering  it  as  a  billctdoux,  but,  as  in  tlie  case  of  th9 
dance,  she  thought  there  could  be  no  harm  in  administer- 
ing it  as  a  remedy. 

It  had  complete  cfTect  ;  and  next  day  the  cheeks  of 
the  maiden  had  a  tinge  of  the  rose,  which  so  much  de- 
lighted her  father,  that  as  he  mounted  his  horse  he  flung 
his  purse  into  Dcbonili's  hand,  with  the  desire  she  should 
spare  notliing  that  could  make  herself  and  his  daughter 
happy,  and  the  assurance  that  she  had  his  full  confidence. 

This  expression  of  liberality  and  trust  from  a 
man  of  Major  Bridgcnorth's  reserved  and  cautious  dispo- 
sition, gave  full  plumage  to  Mistress  Deborah's  hopes, 
and  emboldened  her  not  only  to  deliver  another  letter  of 
Julian's  to  the  young  lady,  but  to  encourage  more  boldly 
and  freely  than  formerly  the  intercourse  of  the  lovers 
when  Pcveril  returned  from  abroad. 
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At  length,  in  spite  of  all  Julian's  precaution,  tbe  young 
Carl  became  suspicious  of  liis  frequent  solitary  fishing 
parties  ;  and  lie  himself,  now  better  acquaioiec)  with 
Ihe  world  than  formerly,  became  aware  tliat  his  repeated 
Tisita  and  solitary  walks  with  a  person  so  young  and  beau- 
tiful as  Alice,  might  not  only  betray  prematurely  the  se- 
ct^ of  liis  attachment,  but  be  of  essential  prejudice  to  her 
wbo  was  its  object. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  coDviciion,'  h^  abstained, 
Ibr  an  unusual  period,  from  visiting  theBlackFort.  But 
vhen  he  next  indulged  himself  with  spending  an  hour  in 
die  place  where  he  would  gladly  have  abode  for  ever,  the 
■llered  manner  of  Alice — die  tone  in  which  she  seemed 
to  upbraid  his  neglect,  penetrated  his  heart,  and  deprived 
hiin  of  thnt  power  of  sclf-conimaiid,  which  he  had  hith- 
erto exercised  in  ihclr  interviews.  It  required  but  a  few 
energetic  words  to  explain  to  Alice  at  once  his  feelings, 
ud  to  make  her  sensible  of  the  real  nature  of  her  own. 
Slie  nept  plentifully,  but  her  tears  were  not  all  of  bJttcr- 
■Kss.  iihe  sat  passively  siiJI,  and  without  reply,  while  he 
ciptuiued  to  her,  wilh  many  au  interjection,  the  circuni- 
iUaces  which  had  placed  discord  between  their  families ; 
for  bithcrto,  all  that  she  had  known  was,  tliat  Master 
Peveril,  belonging  to  die  household  of  the  groat  Count- 
ess or  Lady  of  Man,  must  observe  some  precautions  in 
visiting  a  relative  of  the  unhappy  Colonel  Christian. 
Dui,  when  Julian  concluded  his  talc  wiUi  the  warmest 
prMestations  of  eternal  love,  "  My  poor  father  !"  she 
Iwrsi  forth,  "  and  was  tliis  to  he  llie  end  of  all  ihy  pre- 
caiilions? — This,  that  the  son  of  him  that  disgraced  and 
Iranished  thee,  should  hold  such  language  to  your  daiigh- 
Icr  ?" 

"  Von  ,orr,  Alice,  you  err,"  cried  Julian,  eagerly. 
"  That  1  hold  this  language — that  the  son  of  Pcvcril  ad- 
dresses thus  the  dmighler  of  ynnr  father — that  he  thus 
kneels  to  you  for  foriiivoness  of  injuries  wlucli  passed 
wlicn  we  wore  both  iiifiinls,  shows  the  will  of  Heaven, 
dial  in  our  alfectiou  sliouUl  be  qiienchctl  die  di^eoril  of  our 
parents.     What  else  couliJ  lui;d  ihosc  whu  parted  infants 
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on  tlie  hills  of  Derbyshire,  to  meet  thus  in  the  valkjsof 
Man  ?" 

Alice,  however  new  such  a  scene,  and,  above  aD,  her 
own  emotions,  might  be,  was  higlily  endowed  with  ibl 
exquisite  delicacy  which  is  imprinted  in  the  female  heart, 
to  give  warning  of  tlic  slightest  approach  to  improprie^ 
in  a  situation  like  hers. 

"  Rise,  rise,  Master  Peveril,"  she  said  ;  '*  do  not  do 
yourself  and  me  this  injustice — we  have  done  both  wrong 
— ^\'ory  wrong ;  but  my  fault  was  done  in  ignorance.  0 
Goil !  my  poor  father,  who  needs  comfort  so  inuch-*isit 
for  M)e  to  add  to  his  misfortunes  ?  Rise  !"  she  addedi 
more  firmly,  '*  if  you  retain  this  unbecoming  posture  tfj 
longer,  I  will  leave  the  room,  and  you  shall  never  see  me 
n)ore."  ' 

Tiic  commanding  tone  of  Alice  overawed  the  irapettt- 
osllv  of  her  lover,  who  took  in  silence  a  seat  removed  10 
some  di:;(aiicc  from  hers,  and  was  again  about  t6  speaK- 
*'  Julian,"  sIk*  auk],  in  a  milder  tone,  ''  you  have  spokeo 
cnoiitrh,  and  more  than  enough.  Woidd  you  had  left  m^ 
in  liic  pleasing  dream  in  which  I  could  have  listened  t^ 
yon  for  ever !  but  the  iiour  of  wakening  is  arrived.** 
lV\^'ril  waited  the  prosc^cution  of  her  speech  as  a  criin* 
inal  while  he  waits  liis  doom  ;  for  he  was  sufiiciently  sen* 
sible  that  an  answer,  delivered  not  certainly  without  emo- 
tion, but  with  fn'mness  and  resolution,  was  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted. "  We  have  done  wrong,"  siie  repeated,  "  very 
wrong  ;  and  if  wc  now  separate  lor  ever,  the  pam  we  may 
feel  will  be  but  a  just  penalty  for  our  error.  Wo  should 
ni  vt'r  have  met.  Meeting,  we  should  part  as  soon  as 
j)os5>ible.  Our  Anther  intercourse  can  but  double  our 
puin  at  parting.  Farewell,  Julian  ;  and  forget  we  have 
ever  seen  each  other  !" 

*'  Forget !"  said  Julian  ;  "  never,  never-  To  tfou  it  is 
easy  to  speak  the  word — to  think  the  thought.  To  mcj 
an  approach  to  either  can  only  be  liv  uticr  dostrueiion. 
Wliv  should  vou  doubt  that  the  fiMid  (»f  our  fathers,  like 
so  many  (»f  wliicli  wc  have  litiird,  miijiii  he  i\y\)v<]<cd  by 
our  friendship?  You  are  niy  only  friend.     1  am  the  onlv 
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one  wliom  heaven  has  assigned  to  you.  Why  should  we 
aeparate  for  the  fault  of  others,  which  befell  when  we 
were  but  children  ?" 

**  You  speak  in  vain,  Julian,"  said  Alice  ;  "  I  pity  you 
^perhaps  I  pity  myself — indeed  I  should  pity  myself, 
perhaps,  the  most  of  the  two;  for  you  will  go  forth  to  new 
Kcaes  and  new  faces,  and  will  soon  forget  me ;  but  I,  re- 
maioiDg  in  this  solitude,  how  shall  /  forget — ^tliat,  how- 
ever, is  not  now  the  question — I  can  bear  my  lot,  and  it 
commands  us  to  part." 

"  Hear  me  yet  a  moment,"  said  Peveril ;  "  this  evil 
is  Dot,  cannot  be  remediless.     I  will  go  to  my  father,-^— I 

i     will  use  the  intercession  of  my  mother,  to  whom  he  can 

[  refuse  nothing — I  will  gain  their  consent — they  have  no 
other  child — and  they  must  consent,  or  lose  him  for  ever. 
Say,  Alice,  if  I  come  to  you  with  my  parents'  consent  to 
Uiy  suit,  will  you  again  say,  with  that  tone  so  touching 
>nd  so  sad,  yet  so  incredibly  determined — Julian,  we  must 
P«n  ?"     Alice  was  silent.     "  Cruel  girl,  will  you  not 

I     even  deign  to  answer  me  ?"  said  her  lover. 

I  "  We  answer  not  those  who  speak  in  their  dreams," 
wid  Alice.  "  You  ask  me  what  I  would  do  were  iinpos- 
siliiliiies  performed.  What  right  have  you  to  make  such 
Oppositions,  and  ask  such  a  question  ?" 

"Hope,  Alice,  Hope,"  answered  Julian,  "  the  last  sup- 
port of  ilie  wretched,  which  even  you  surely  would  not  be 
^niel  enough  to  deprive  me  of.     In   every  difficulty,  in 
^ven*  doubt,  in  every  danger,  Hope  will  fight  even  if  he 
<^^nol  conquer.  Tell  me  once  more,  if  Iconic  to  you  in  the 
name  of  my  father — ^in  the  name  of  that  mother,  to  whom 
you  partly  owe  your  life,  what  would  you  answer  to  me  ?" 
"  I  would  refer  you  to  my  own  father,"  said  Alice, 
Uushing,  and  casting  her  eyes  down  ;  but  instantly  raising 
ibein  again,  she  repeated,  in  a  firmer  and  a  sadder  tone, 
"  Yes,  Julian,  I  would  refer  you  to  my  father  ;  and  you 
U'ould  find  that  your  pilot,  Hope,  had  deceived  you,  and 
that  you  had  but  escaped  the  quicksands  to  fall  upon  the 
rocks." 
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"  I  would  that  could  be  tried !"  said  Julian.  " 
thinks  I  could  persuade  your  father  that  in  ordinary 
our  alliance  b  not  undesirable.  IVIy  family  have  fa 
rank,  long  descent — all  that  fatliers  look  for  iirhea 
bestow  a  daughter's  hand." 

^<  AH  this  would  avail  you  nothing,"  said  Alice.  ' 
spirit  of  niy  father  is  bent  upon  the  things  of  ai 
world  ;  and  if  he  listened  to  hear  you  out,  it  woi 
but  to  tell  you  that  he  spurned  your  ofTcrs." 

"  You  know  not — you  know  not,  Alice,"  said  • 
"  Fire  can  soften  iron — thy  father's  heart  cannol 
hard,  or  his  prejudices  so  strong,  but  I  shall  find 
means  to  melt  him.  Forbid  me  not — O,  forbid  i 
at  least  the  experiment  !" 

'^  I  can  but  advise,"  said  Alice  ;  ^<  I  can  forbi 
nothing  ;  for,  to  forbid,  implies  power  to  com  man 
dicnce.  But  if  you  will  be  wise,  and  listen  to  me— 
and  on  this  spot,  we  part  for  ever  !" 

"  Not  so,  by  Heaven  !"  said  Julian,  whose  bo 
sanguine  temper  scarce  saw  difficulty  in  attaining 
which  he  desired.  "  We  now  part  indeed,  but  it  ij 
may  return  armed  wirii  my  parents'  consent.  Th 
sire  that  I  should  marry — in  tlicir  last  letters  they  f 
it  more  openly — they  shall  have  their  desire  ;  an< 
a  bride  as  I  will  present  to  them,  has  not  gracc< 
house  since  the  Conqueror  gave  it  origin.  Fa 
Alice  !  Farewell,  for  a  brief  space  !" 

She  replied,  "  Farewell,  Julian  !    Farewell  for  • 

Julian,  within  a  week  of  this  interview,  was  at  J 
dale  Castle,  with  the  view  of  comnmnicatins;  his  p\ 
But  the  task  which  seems  ca-^y  at  a  distance,  pro 
difficult,  upon  a  nearer  approach,  a.-?  the  fording  ol 
^9  which,  from  afor,  appeared  only  a  brook. 
Jacked  not  opportunities  of  entering  uj)on  the  si 
for  in  the  first  ride  which  he  took  with  his  fath 
^'^■ght  resumed  the  subject  of  his  son's  marriage,  8 
•■"•ily  left  the  lady  to  his  choice  ;  but  under  tin 
P'^oviso,  iliaj  she  was  of  a  loyal  aiul  an  honourable  1 

^^  iihc  had  fortune,  it  was  good   and  well,  or  ra 
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was  better  than  well  ;  but  if  she  was  poor,  why,  "  there 
is  still  some  picking,"  said  Sir  GeofTrey,  '^  on  the  bones 
of  the  old  estate  ;  and  Dame  Margaret  and  I  will  be  con- 
tent with  the  less,  that  you  young  folks  may  have  your 
diare  of  it.  I  am  turned  frugal  already,  Julian.  You 
lee  what  a  north-country  shambling  bit  of  a  Galloway 

SI  ride  upon — a  different  beast,  I  wot,  from  my  own 
Black  Hastings,  who  had  but  one  fault,  and  that  was 
his  wish  to  turn  down  Moultrassie  avenue." 

"  Was  that  so  great  a  fault  ?"  said  Julian,  affecting  in- 
difference, while  his  heart  was  trembling,  as  it  seemed  to 
bim,  almost  in  his  very  throat. 

''  It  used  to  remind  me  of  that  base,  dishonourable 
Presbyterian  fellow,  Bridgenorth,"  said  Sir  GeoflSrey  ; 
"  ind  I  would  as  lief  think  of  a  toad  : — they  say  he  has 
tnroed  Independent,  to  accomplish  the  full  degree  of  ras- 
cality.— ^I  tell  yoii,  Gill,  I  turned  off  the  cow-boy,  for 
pthering  nuts  in  his  woods — I  would  hang  a  dog  that 
would  so  much  as  kill  a  hare  there. — But  what  is  the  mat- 
ter with  you  ?    You  look  pale." 

.  Julian  made  some  indifferent  answer,  but  too  well  un- 
derstood, from  the  language  and  tone  which  his  father 
used,  that  his  prejudices  against  Alice's  father  were  both 
deep  and  envenomed,  as  those  of  countr}' gentlemen  often 
l^ecome,  who,  having  little  to  do  or  think  of,  are  but  too 
apt  to  spend  their  time  in  nursing  and  cherishing  petty 
causes  of  wrath  against  their  next  neighbours. 

Id  the  course  of  the  same  day  he  mentioned  the  Bridge- 
norths  to  his  mother,  as  if  in  a  casual  manner.  But  the 
Lady  Peveril  instantly  conjured  him  never  to  mention  the 
name,  especially  in  his  father's  presence. 

"  Was  that  Major  Bridgenorth,  of  whom  I  have  heard 
tbe  name  mentioned,"  said  Julian,  "  so  very  bad  a  neigh- 
bour?" 

"  I  do  not  say  so,"  said  Lady  Peveril ;  "  nay,  we  were 
more  than  once  obliged  to  him,  in  the  former  unhappy 
times  ;  but  your  father  and  he  took  some  passages  so  ill 
at  each  other's  hands,  that  the  least  allusion  to  him  dis- 
turbs Sir  Geof&ey's  temper  in  a  manner  quite  unusual. 
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and  which,  now  that  his  heahh  is  somewhat  impuredy  is 
sometimes  alarming  to  me.  For  Heaven's  sake,  tben^ 
my  dear  Julian,  avoid  upon  all  occasions  the  slightest  allu- 
sion to  Moultrassie,  or  any  of  its  inhabitants." 

This  warning  was  so  seriously  given,  that  Julian  himself 
saw  that  mentioning  his  secret  purpose  would  be  the  siue 
way  to  render  it  abortive,  and  therefore  he  returned  di^ 
Gonsolate  to  the  Isle. 

Peveril  had  the  boldness,  however,  to  make  the  beat 
he  could  of  what  had  happened,  by  requesting  an  inteN 
view  with  Alice,  in  order  to  inform  her  what  had  passed 
betwixt  his  parents  and  him  on  her  account.  It  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  this  boon  was  obtained  ;  and  Alice 
Bridgenorth  showed  no  slight  degree  of  displeasure,  when 
she  discovered,  after  much  circumlocution,  and  many 
efforts  to  give  an  air  of  importance  to  what  he  bad  to 
communicate,  that  all  amounted  but  to  this,  that  Lady 
Peveril  continued  to  retain  a  favourable  opinion  of  her 
father,  Major  Bridgenorth,  which  Julian  would  fain  have 
represented  as  an  omen  of  their  future  more  perfect  r^ 
conciliation. 

"  I  did  not  think  you  would  thus  have  trifled  with  me. 
Master  Peveril,"  said  Alice,  assuming  an  air  of  dignity ; 
*'  but  I  will  take  care  to  avoid  such  intrusion  in  future— I 
request  you  will  not  again  visit  the  Black  Fort ;  and  I  en- 
treat of  you,  good  Mistress  Debbitch,  that  you  will  no  lon- 
ger either  encouras;c  or  permit  this  gentleman's  visits,  as 
the  rcsultof  such  persecution  will  be  to  compel  me  toappeal 
to  my  aunt  and  father  for  another  place  of  residence,  and 
perhaps  also  for  another  and  more  prudent  companion.'* 

This  last  hint  struck  Mistress  Deborah  with  so  much 
terror,  that  she  joined  her  ward  in  requiring  and  demand- 
ing Julian's  instant  absence,  and  ho  was  obliged  to  comply 
with  their  request.  But  the  courage  of  a  youthful  lover 
is  not  easily  subdued  ;  and  Julian,  after  having  gone 
through  tlie  usual  round  of  trying  to  forget  his  ungrateful 
mistress,  and  again  entertaining  his  passion  with  augment 
ed  violence,  ended  by  the  visit  to  the  Black  Fort,  the 
beginning  of  wiiich  we  narrated  in  the  last  chapter. 
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We  then  left  him  aniious  for,  yet  almost  fearful  of,  an 
interriew  with  Alice,  which  he  had  prevailed  upon  Deb- 
orah to  solicit ;  and  such  was  the  tumult  of  his  miod,  that, 
while  he  traversed  the  parlour,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
daric  melancholy  eyes  of  the  slaughtered  Christian's  por- 
trait followed  him  wherever  he  went,  with  the  fixed, 
chill,  and  ominous  glance,  which  announced  to  the  enemy 
of  his  race  mishap  and  misfortune. 

The  door  of  the  apartment  opened  at  length,  and  these 
vnioas  were  disnpated. 


CHAPTER  XIII.  J," ' 


Wben  Alice  Bridgenorth  at  length  entered  the  parlour 
where  her  aDxiou:^  lover  bad  so  long  exi>ected  her,  it  was 
with  a  slow  step,  and  a  coin|K)scd  manner.  Her  dress 
vras  arranged  with  an  ftcurate  atttsntion  to  fonn,  which 
at  once  enhanced  the  i^p  pea  ranee  of4ts  puritanic  sim- 
plicity, and  strucic  Julian  :is  a  bud  omen  ;  for  although  the 
time  beMowed  upon  the  toilette  niay,  in  many  cases,  in- 
timate the  wish  lo-appear  advantageously  at  such  an  inier- 
view,  yet  a  ceremonious  arrangement  of  attire  is  very 
much  allied  wJt^Hl^^t  and  a  preconceived  determina- 
tion to  trc^^^HpHircold  politeness. 

Th^a^HjQPdgown — the  pinched  and  plaited  cap, 
~'~~~wR9B^''ohscured  the  profusion  of  long  dark- 

^^jhair  -thajmall  ruff,  and  the  long  sleeves,  would 
bare yppeared  to  i;rcat  disadvantage  on  a  siiapc  less  grace- 
ful Unin  Alice  Bridgcnorlh's  ;  but  an  exquisite  form, 
though  not,  as  yci,  su/hciently  rounded  in  the  outlines  to 
produce  the  perfection  of  female  beauty,  was  able  to  sus- 
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tain  and  give  grace  even  to  this  unbecooung  dress.  Rt( 
countenance,  fair  and  delicate,  with  eyes  of  hazel,  and  i 
brow  of  alabaster,  had,  notwithstanding,  less  regular  beiii^ 
than  her  form,  and  might  have  been  justly  subjected  tti 
criticism.  There  was,  however,  a  life  and  spirit  in  ber 
gaiety,  and  a  depth  of  sentiment  in  her  gravity,  which 
made  Alice,  in  conversation  with  the  very  few  penoM 
with  whom  she  associated,  so  fascinating  in  ber  roannen 
and  expression,  whether  of  language  or  countenance--flO 
touching,  also,  in  her  simplicity  and  purity  of  thoi^{ht, 
tliat  brighter  beauties  might  have  been  overlooked  in  her 
company.  It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  an  ardent 
character  like  Julian,  influenced  by  these  charms,  as  wd 
as  by  the  secrecy  and  mystery  attending  his  intercourse 
with  Alice,  should  prefer  the  recluse  of  the  Black  Fort  ID 
all  others  with  whom  he  had  become  acquainted  m  gei^ 
eral  society. 

His  heart  beat  high  as  she  came  into  the  apartment, 
and  it  was  almost  without  an  attempt  to  speak  that  Us 
profound  obeisance  acknowledged  her  entrance. 

"  This  is  a  mocker}',  Master  Peveril,"  said  Alice,  with 
an  effort  to  speak  firmly,  which  yet  was  disconcerted  by 
a  slightly  tremulous  inflection  of  voice — "  a  mockery,  and 
a  cruel  one.  You  come  to  this  lone  place,  inhabited  only 
by  two  women,  too  simple  to  conunand  your  absence — 
too  weak  to  enforce  it — ^you  come,  in  spite  of  my  earnest 
request — to  the  neglect  of  your  own  time — ^to  the  preju- 
dice, I  may  fear,  of  my  character — ^you  abuse  the  influ- 
ence you  possess  over  the  simple  person  to  whom  I  am 
intrusted — All  this  you  do,  and  think^^ake  it  up  by  low 
reverences,  and  constrained  courte^W||iy[yionourable, 
or  is  it  fair  ?— Is  it,"  she  added,  after  amSfMlb  hesita- 
tion— "  is  it  kind  ?" 

The  tremulous  accent  fell  especially  on  the  last  ivord 
she  uttered,  and  it  was  spoken  in  a  low  tone  of  gentle  re- 
proach, which  went  to  Julian's  heart. 

'I  If,"  said  he,  "  there  were  a  mode  by  which,  at  tb« 
peril  of  my  life,  Alice,  I  could  show  my  regard — my  re- 
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ipect— my  devoted  tenderness — the  danger  would  bo 
dearer  to  me  than  ever  was  pleasure." 

'^  You  have  said  such  tilings  often,"  said  Alice,  ^'  and 
they  are  such  as  I  ought  not  to  hear,  and  do  not  desire  to 
hoar.  I  have  no  tasks  to  impose  on  you — ^no  enemies  to 
be  destroyed — no  need  or  desire  of  protection — no  wish. 
Heaven  knows,  to  expose  you  to  danger — ^It  is  your  visits 
here  alone  to  which  danger  attaches.  You  have  but  to 
rule  your  own  wilful  temper — ^to  turn  your  thoughts  and 
yoar  cares  elsewhere,  and  I  can  have  nothing  to  ask- 
nothing  to  wish  for.  Use  your  own  reason— consider  the 
injury  you  do  yourself — ^the  injustice  you  do  us — and  let 
me,  once  more,  in  fair  terms,  entreat  you  to  absent  your- 
lelf  from  this  place — ^till — till " 

She  paused,  and  Julian  eagerly  interrupted  her, — <*  Till 
when,  Alice  ? — ^till  when  ? — ^impose  on  me  any  length  of 
absence  which  your  severity  can  inflict,  short  of  a  final 
ieparation-r*Say,  begone  for  years,  but  return  when  these 
years  are  over  ;  and,  slow  and  wearily  as  they  must  pass 
away,  still  the  thought  that  they  must  at  length  have  tlieir 
period,  will  enable  me  to  live  through  diem.  Let  me, 
then,  conjure  thee,  Alice,  to  name  a  date — to  fix  a  term 
—to  say  till  when  /" 

^'  Till  you  can  bear  to  think  of  me  only  as  a  friend  and 
sister." 

'*  That  is  a  sentence  of  eternal  banishment  indeed!" 
said  Julian  ;  ^^  it  is  seeming,  no  doubt,  to  fix  a  term  of 
exile,  but  attaching  to  it  an  impossible  condition." 

"  And  why  impossible,  Julian  ?"  said  Alice,  in  a  tone 
of  persuasion ;  "  were  we  not  happier  ere  you  threw  the 
mask  from  your  own  countenance,  and  tore  the  veil  from 
my  foolish  eyes  ?  Did  we  not  meet  with  joy,  spend  our 
time  happily,  and  part  cheerily,  because  we  transgressed 
no  duty,  and  incurred  no  self-reproach  ?  Bring  back  that 
state  of  happy  ignorance,  and  you  shall  have  no  reason  to 
call  me  unkind.  But  while  you  form  schemes  which  I 
know  to  be  v'lsionary,  and  use  language  of  such  violence 
and  passion,  you  shall  excuse  me  if  I  now,  and  once  for 
all,  declare,  that  since  Deborah  shows  herself  unfit  for 
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die  trust  reposed  in  her,  and  must  needs  expose -ne  to 
persecutions  of  this  nature,  I  will  write  to  my  father  thaths 
may  fix  roe  another  place  of  residence ;  and  in  the  mea- 
wbile  I  will  take  shelter  with  my  aunt  at  Kirk-Truagh.* 

"  Hear  me,  unpitying  girl,"  said  Peveril,  '*  hear  rnc^ 
and  you  shall  see  how  devoted  I  am  to  obedience,  in  il 
that  I  can  do  to  oblige  you  !  You  say  you  were  hap|if 
when  we  spoke  not  on  such  topics — ^well — at  all  expom 
of  my  own  suppressed  feelings,  that  happy  period  sfaaD 
return.  I  will  meet  you — walk  with  you — read  with  yoo 
— ^but  only  as  a  brother  would  with  his  sister,  or  a  frMod 
with  his  friend  ;  the  thoughts  I  may  nourish,  be  they  of 
hope  or  of  despair,  my  tongue  shall  not  give  birth  to,  ud 
tlicrefore  I  cannot  offend  ;  Deborah  shall  be  ever  by  yov 
side,  and  her  presence  shall  prevent  my  even  hintiDg  at 
what  might  displease  you— only  do  not  make  a  crime  to 
me  of  those  thoughts,  which  are  the  dearest  part  of  wj 
existence  ;  for  believe  me  it  were  better  and  kinder  to 
rob  me  of  existence  itself."   . 

**  This  is  the  mere  ecstasy  of  passion,  Julian,"  answer- 
ed Alice  Bridgenorth  ;  '*  that  which  is  unpleasant,  our 
selfish  and  stubborn  will  represents  as  impossible.  1  have 
no  confidence  in  the  plan  you  propose — no  confidence  in 
your  resolution,  and  less  than  none  in  the  protection  of 
Deborah.  Till  you  can  renounce,  honestly  and  explicitly, 
tlie  wishes  you  have  lately  expressed,  we  must  be  stran- 
gers ; — and  could  you  renounce  them  even  at  this  mo- 
ment, it  were  better  that  we  should  part  for  a  long  time  ; 
and,  for  Heaven's  sake,  let  it  be  as  soon  as  possible— 
perhaps  it  is  even  now  too  late  to  prevent  some  unpleasant 
accident — I  thought  I  heard  a  noise." 

"  It  was  Deborah,"  answered  Julian.  "  Be  not  afraid, 
Alice  ;  we  are  secure  against  surprise." 

"  I  know  not,"  said  Alice,  "  what  you  mean  by  such 
security — I  have  nothing  to  hide.  I  sought  not  this  inter- 
view ;  on  the  contrary,  averted  it  as  long  as  I  could — ana 
am  now  most  desirous  to  break  it  off." 

"  And  wherefore,  Alice,  since  you  say  il  must  be  our 
last  ?   Why  should  you  sliake  the  sand  which  is  passing 
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■o  fast  }  the  very  executioner  hurries  not  (he  prayers  of 
the  wretches  upon  (he  scaffold. — And  see  yoa  not — 1  (vill 
argue  as  coldly  as  you  can  desire — see  you  no(  that  you 
■re  breaking  yoiironn  \Tord,  and  recailing  (he  hope  which 
yourself  held  ou(  (a  me  ?" 

"  What  hope  have  1  suggested  ?  What  word  have  I 
given,  Julian  ?"  answered  Alice.  "  You  yourself  build 
wild  hopes  in  the  air,  and  accuse  me  of  destroying  what 
bad  never  any  earthly  foundation.  Sparc  yourself,  Julian 
— Spare  nie — and  in  mercy  to  us  both,  depart,  and  return 
not  again  till  you  can  be  more  reasonable." 

"  Reasonable  ?"  replied  Julian  ;  "  it  is  yon,  Alice,  who 
will  deprive  me  altogether  of  reason.  Did  you  not  say, 
that  if  our  parents  could  be  brought  to  consent  to  our 
anion,  you  would  no  longer  oppose  my  suit  ?" 

"  No~no — no,"  said  Alice,  eagerly,  and  blushinc 
deeply, — "  I  did  not  say  so,  Julian — it  was  your  own  wild 
imagination  which  put  construction  on  my  silence  and  my 
confusion." 

"  You  do  nol  say  so,  then,"  answered  Julian  ;  "  and 
if  all  other  obstacles  were  removed,  I  should  find  one  in 
the  cold  flinty  bosom  of  herwho  repays  the  most  devoted 
and  sincere  affection,  with  contempt  and  dislike? — Is  that," 
he  added,  in  a  deep  tone  of  feeling — "  is  that  what  Alica 
Bridgenorth  says  to  Julian  Peveril  i" 

"  Indeed — indeed,  Julian,"  said  the  almost  weeping 
girl,  "  I  do  not  say  so — I  say  nolliins,  and  I  ought  not  to 
say  anything  concerning  what  I  might  do,  in  a  state  of 
things  which  can  never  take  place.  Indeed,  Julian,  you 
ought  not  thus  lo  press  me.  Unprotected  as  I  am — wisli- 
iag  you  well — very  well — why  should  you  urge  me  to  say 
or  do  what  would  lessen  me  in  my  own  eyes  ?  to  own 
affection  for  one  from  whom  fate  has  separated  me  fur 
ever  ?  It  is  ungenerous — it  is  criiel — it  is  seeking  a  mo- 
roeatar}'  and  selfish  gratilicalion  to  yourself,  at  the  expense 
of  every  feeling  which  I  ou^lil  lo  eiilertaiTi." 

"  You  have  said  enough,  Alice,"  said  Julian,  with 
sparkling  eyes  ;  "  you  have  said  enou!;h  in  deprecating 
my  urgency,  and  I  will  press  you  no  farther.      But  you 
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overrate  the  iinpedimeDts  which  lie  betwixt  ii9*-tbej 
and  shall  give  way." 

'^  So  you  said  before,"  answered  Alice,  *'  and  wilk 
what  probability,  your  own  account  may  sliow.  Ton 
dared  not  tomention  the  subject  to  your  own  fathei^— bov 
should  you  venture  to  mention  it  to  mine  ?" 

*<  That  I  will  soon  enable  you  to  decide  upon.  Major 
Bridgenorth,  by  my  mother^s  account,  is  a  worthy  and  n 
estimable  man.  1  will  remind  him,  that  to  my  mother^ 
care  he  owes  the  dearest  treasure  and  comfort  ofhisSfe; 
and  I  will  ask  him  if  it  is  a  just  retribution  to  make  tint 
mother  childless.  Let  me  but  know  where  to  find  bim, 
Alice,  and  you  shall  soon  hear  if  I  have  feared  to  pleid 
my  cause  with  him." 

"  Alas !"  answered  Alice,  "  you  well  know  my  uneo^ 
tainty  as  to  my  dear  father's  residence.  How  often  hs 
it  been  my  earnest  request  to  bim  tliat  he  would  let  lae 
share  his  solitary  abode,  or  his  obscure  wanderii^ ! 
But  the  short  and  infrequent  visits  which  he  makes  to  this 
house  are  all  that  he  permits  me  of  his  society.  Some- 
thing I  might  surely  do,  however  little,  to  alleviate  the 
melancholy  by  which  he  is  oppressed." 

"  Something  we  might  both  do,"  said  Peveril,  "  How 
willingly  would  I  aid  you  in  so  pleasing  a  task  !  All  old 
griefs  should  be  forgotten — all  old  friendships  revived. 
My  father's  prejudices  are  those  of  an  Englishman- 
strong,  indeed,  but  not  insurmountable  by  reason.  Tell 
me,  then,  where  IVIajor  Bridgenorth  is,  and  leave  the  rest 
to  me  ;  or  let  me  but  know  by  what  address  your  letters 
reach  him,  and  I  will  forthwith  essay  to  discover  hu 
dwelling." 

"  Do  not  attempt  it,  I  charge  you,"  said  Alice.  "  He 
is  already  a  man  of  sorrows  ;  and  what  would  he  think 
were  I  capable  of  entertaining  a  suit  so  likely  to  add  to 
them  ?  Besides,  I  could  not  tell  you,  if  I  would,  where 
he  is  now  to  be  found.  My  letters  reach  him  from  time 
to  time,  by  means  of  my  aunt  Christian  ;  but  of  his  ad« 
dress  I  am  entirely  ignorant." 
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**  Then,  by  Heaven  !"  answered  Julian,  "  I  will  waich 
his  arriral  in  this  island,  and  in  tliis  Louse  ;  and  ere  tie 
has  looked  thee  in  his  arms,  he  shall  answer  to  me  on  the 
lubject  of  my  suit." 

**  Then  demand  that  answer  now — "  said  a  voice  from 
without  the  door,  which  was  at  tlie  same  time  slowly 
opened — "  Demand  iliat  answer  now,  for  here  stands 
Ralph  Briilgcnorth." 

As  he  spoke,  he  entered  die  apartment  wiUi  his  usual 
tlow  and  sedala  step— raised  his  flapp'd  and  steeple- 
crowned  hat  from  his  brows,  and,  slantliug  in  die  midst 
of  tlic  room,  eyed  alternately  liis  daughter  and  Julian 
Peveri)  wiili  a  fined  and  penetrating  glance. 

"  Father !"  said  Alice,  utterly  astonished,  and  terrified 
besides,  by  liis  sudden  appearance  at  such  a  conJuiicturD, 
— "  Father,  I  am  not  to  blame." 

"  Of  that  anon,  Alice,"  said  Briilgcnorth  ;  "  meantime 
retire  to  your  apartment— 1  iinve  that  to  say  to  this  youth 
which  will  not  endure  your  presence." 

"  Indeed — indeed,  father,"  said  Alice,  alarmed  at  what 
the  supposed  these  words  iiulicaled,  "  Julian  is  as  little 
Id  be  blamed  as  I  !  It  was  cliancc,  it  was  fortune,  which 
caused  our  meeting  togutlicr."  Tlien  suddenly  rushing 
forward,  she  threw  her  arms  around  her  father,  saying, 
**  O,  do  bim  no  injury — he  meant  me  no  wrong !  Father, 
you  wci'C  wont  to  be  a  man  of  reason  and  of  religious 
peace." 

"  And  wherefore  should  I  not  be  so  now,  Alice  ?"  said 
Bridgenorth,  raising  his  daughter  from  the  ground,  on 
which  she  had  almost  sunk  in  the  earnestness  of  her  su|>- 
plicaiion.  "  Dost  thou  know  aught,  maiden,  which 
should  inflame  my  anger  against  this  young  man,  more 
than  reason  or  religion  may  bridle  ?  Go— go  to  thy  cham- 
ber. Compose  thine  own  passions — learn  to  rule  ihe^L — 
and  leave  it  to  me  to  deal  with  this  sHibborn  young  man." 

Alice  arose,  and,  wiili  her  eyes  fixed  on  llie  grmnid, 
retired  slowly  from  the  apiirimciit.  Julian  rolluwod  her 
steps  with  his  eyes  (ill  the  hist  wave  uf  lior  Earmeiil  was 
visible  at  the  eluding  duor  ;  then  lunicd  his  look;,  to  Major 
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Bridgcnortli,  and  then  sunk  them  on  the  ground.    Hm 
Major  continued  to  regard  him  in  profound  aileoce  ;  hif 
looks  were  melancholy  and  even  austere  ;  but  there 
nothing  wliich  indicated  citlicr  agitation  or  kc^en 
mcnt.     He  motioned  to  Julian  to  take  a  seat,  and  assuuh 
ed  one  himself.     After  which,  he  opened  the  conversatioB 
in  the  following  manner  : — 

''  You  seemed  but  now,  young  gentleman,  anxious  lo 
learn  ivherc  I  was  to  be  found.  Such  I  at  least  conjec- 
tured, from  the  few  expressions  which  I  chanced  to  ove^ 
hear  ;  for  I  made  bold,  though  it  may  be  couUrary  to  the 
code  of  modern  courtesy,  to  listen  a  moment  or  two,  io 
order  to  gntiior  upon  what  subject  so  young  a  man  asyoa 
entertained  so  young  a  woman  as  Alice,  in  a  private  int€^ 
view." 

''  I  trust,  sir,"  said  Julian,  rallying  spirits  in  what  bo 
feh  to  be  a  case  of  extremity,  '^  you  have  heard  nothiog 
on  my  part  whicli  has  given  oHbncc  to  a  gentleman,  whooii 
tiiough  unknown,  I  nui  bo(uid  to  respect  so  highly." 

*'  On  the  contrary,"  said  Bridgenorth,  with  the  same 
formal  gravity,  "  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  your  businea 
is,  or  appears  to  be,  with  me,  rather  than  with  my  daugh- 
ter. 1  only  tliink  you  had  done  better  to  have  entrusted 
it  to  nic  in  the  first  instance,  as  my  sole  concern." 

The  utmost  sharpness  of  attention  which  JuUan  appli- 
ed, could  not  discover  if  Bridgenorth  spoke  seriously  or 
ironically  to  the  above  purpose.  He  was,  however,  quick- 
witted beyond  his  experience,  and  was  internally  deter- 
mined to  endeavour  to  discover  something  of  the  character 
and  the  temper  of  him  with  whom  he  spoke.  For  that 
purpose,  regulating  his  reply  in  the  same  lone  with  Bridge- 
norilf  s  observation,  he  said,  that  not  having  the  advantage 
to  know  his  place  of  residence,  he  had  applied  for  infor- 
mation to  his  daughter. 

"  Who  is  now  known  to  you  for  the  first  lime?"  said 
Bridgenorth.     '*  Am  I  solo  understand  you  ?" 

"  By  no  means,"  answered  Julian,  looking  down  ;  "  I 
have  been  known  to  your  daughler  for  many  years  ;  and 
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rhat  I  wished  to  say,  respects  both  her  happiness  and  my 
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'*  I  must  understand  you,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "  even  as 
cajnal  men  understand  each  other  on  the  matters  of  this 
world.  You  are  attached  to  my  daughter  by  the  cords 
of  love  ;  I  have  long  known  this." 

'*  You,  Master  Bridgenorth  ?"  exclaimed  Peveril— > 
**  You  have  long  known  it  ?" 

'*  Yes,  young  man.  Think  you,  that  as  the  father  of 
an  only  child,  1  could  have  suffered  Alice  Bridgenorth — 
the  only  living  pledge  of  her  who  is  now  an  angel  in 
lieaven — to  have  remained  in  this  seclusion  without  the 
surest  knowledge  of  all  her  material  actions  ?  I  have,  in 
person,  seen  more,  both  of  her  and  of  you,  than  you  could 
be  aware  of ;  and  when  absent  in  the  body,  I  had  the 
means  of  maintaining  the  same  superintende^j^ce.  Young 
man,  they  say  that  such  love  as  you  entertain  for  my 
daughter  teaches  much  subtlety  ;  but  believe  not  that  it 
can  overreach  the  afiection  which  a  widowed  father  bears 
to  an  only  child." 

**  If,"  said  Julian,  his  heart  beating  thick  and  joyfully, 
'*  if  you  have  knoWn  this  intercourse  so  long,  may  I  not 
hope  that  it  has  not  met  your  disapprobation  ?" 

The  Major  paused  for  an  instant,  and  then  answered, 
"  In  some  respects,  certainly  not.  Had  it  done  so — had 
there  seemed  aught  on  your  side,  or  on  my  daughter's,  to 
have  rendered  your  visits  here  dangerous  to  her,  or  dis- 
pleasing to  mc,  she  had  not  been  long  the  inhabitant  of 
this  solitude,  or  of  this  island.  Bui  be  not  so  hasty  rs  to 
presume,  that  all  which  you  may  desire  in  this  matter  can 
be  either  easily  or  speedily  accomplished." 

**  I  foresee,  indeed,  difficulties,"  answered  Julian  ; 
"  but  with  your  kind  acquiescence,  they  are  such  as  I 
trust  to  remove.  My  father  is  generous — my  mother  is 
candid  and  liberal.  They  loved  you  once  ;  I  trust  they 
will  love  you  again.  I  will  be  the  mediator  betwixt  you 
—peace  and  harmony  shall  once  more  inhabit  our  neigh- 
bourhood, and " 

16       VOL.    I. 
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Bridgcnorth  interrupted  him  with  a  grim  smile  ;C 
such  it  seemed,  as  it  passed  over  a  face  of  deep  mehi 
choly.  '^  My  dauglitcr  well  said,  but  short  while  pai 
that  you  were  a  dreamer  of  dreams — an  architect  I 
plans  and  hopes  fantastic  as  tlie  visions  of  the  night  1 
is  a  great  thing  you  ask  of  me; — the  hand  of  niyool 
child— the  sum  of  my  worldly  substance,  though  thati 
hut  dross  in  comparison.  You  ask  the  key  of  the  od| 
fountain  from  which  I  may  yet  hope  to  drink  one  plea 
ant  draught;  you  ask  to  be  the  sole  and  absolute  keepers 
my  earthly  happiness — and  what  have  you  offered,* 
what  have  you  to  offer,  in  return  of  the  surrender  yo 
require  of  me  ?" 

'*  1  am  but  too  sensible,"  said  Peveril,  abashed  at  li 
own  hasty  conclusions,  "  how  difficult  it  may  be." 

"  Nay,  but  interrupt  me  not,"  replied  itridgenoitl 
"  till  I  show  you  the  amount  of  what  you  offer  me  in  ei 
change  for  a  boon,  which,  whatever  may  be  its  intrins 
value,  is  earnestly  desired  by  you,  and  comprehends  i 
that  is  valuable  on  earth  which  I  have  it  in  my  power 
bestow.  You  may  have  heard,  that  in  the  late  times 
was  the  antagonist  of  your  father's  principles  and  his  pr 
fane  faction,  but  not  the  enemy  of  hi^  person." 

"  1  have  ever  heard,"  replied  Julian,  "  much  theco 
trary  ;  and  it  was  but  now  that  I  reminded  you  tliat  yi 
had  been  his  friend." 

''  Ay.     When  he  was  in  affliction  and  I  in  prospcrit 

I  was  neitlicr  unwilling,  nor  altogether  unable,  to  sho 

niyself  such.      Well,  the  tables  arc  turned — the  tim 

ark  «»lMiq^9d.     A  peaceful  and  unoffending  man  roig 

filed  from  a  neighbour,  now  powerful  in  1: 

protection,  when  walking  in  the  paths  of  tl 

^6D»  subjects  of  the  same  realm,  have  a  rig 

--••n  from  perfect  strangers.     What  chancei 

I  the  warrant  of  the  King  and  law,  a  mv 

|dr  on  her  hand  the  blood  of  my  near  co 

i^^d)  in  suchac4ise.a  right  to  call  on  eve 

gieoder  assistance  to  the  execution.     B 

/£^,  .h|>our,  bound  as  a  man  and  a  magistral 
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.  to  give  ready  assistance  to  a  Icgnl  oction — ^ound,  as  a 
grateful  and  obliged  Tricnd,  to  respect  my  rights  and  my 
I  penon — iliiusts  liimself  belvvixt  me — me,  tlie  avenger  of 
Uood — and  my  lawful  captive  ;  beats  me  to  tlie  earth,  at 
once  endangering  my  life,  and,  in  mere  huninn  eyes,  sully- 
ing mine  honour  ;  and  under  his  proieciion,  the  Midianit- 
i<h  voinan  reaches,  like  a  sea-eagle,  tlie  nest  nliicli  she 
huh  made  in  the  tvavcs-surroundud  rocks,  and  remaJn^i 
ihcfG  till  gold,  duly  athiiinistcrcd  at  Court,  wipes  nut  all 
memoty  of  her  crime,  and  baffles  the  vengeance  due  to 
the  meaiory  of  the  best  and  brave:*!  of  men. — But,"  he 
•■Meil,  Bpostmpbizing  the  portrait  of  Christian,  "  tliou  art 
not  yet  forgotten,  my  fair-haired  William !  Tlie  ven- 
SwnpcwhiHidt^s  thy  numWorsisslow, — but  it  is  sure  !" 
Tlicrc  was  a  pause  of  some  moments,  which  Julian 
'Wril,  willing  to  hear  to  what  conclusion  Major  Bridgo- 
i"Klli  was  finally  to  arrive,  did  not  care  to  interrupt.  Ac- 
ronlirigly,  in  a  fow  minutes  ibc  latter  proceeded. — 
"These  things,"  he  said,  *'  I  recall  not  in  bitterness,  so 
fir  as  lliey  arc  personal  to  nic — 1  recall  them  not  in  spite 
"T  heart,  though  they  have  been  the  means  of  banishing 
"10  from  my  place  of  residence,  where  my  fathers  dwelt, 
"ui  where  my  earthly  comforts  lie  interred.  Bui  the 
|)ublic  cause  sets  farther  strife  butivixt  your  father  and 
me.  Who  so  active  as  he  to  execute  the  fatal  edict  of 
I'lack  Saint  Baribolomew's  day,  when  so  many  hundreds 
of  gospel- preachers  were  expelled  from  house  and  home 
—from  hearth  and  altar — from  church  and  parish,  to 
make  room  for  bcily-gods  and  thieves  ?  Who,  when  a 
devoled  few  of  (iie  Ijord's  people  ivere  united  to  lift  the 
fallen  standard,  and  once  more  advance  the  good  cause, 
I'as  the  readiest  to  break  their  purpose — to  search  for, 
iwrsccute,  and  apprehend  them  ?  Whose  breath  did  I  feel 
warm  on  my  neck — whose  naked  sword  was  thrust  iviili- 
III  a  foot  of  my  body,  whilst  1  hirked  darkliug,  hke  a  thief 
in  concealment,  in  the  bouse  of  my  fathers? — It  was 
Gcofirey  Pevcril's — it  was  your  father's ! — What  can  you 
answer  to  all  this,  or  hoiv  can  you  reconcile  it  with  your 
present  wishes?" 
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Julian,  in  reply,  could  only  remarki  '^  that  these  kf 
ries  had  been  of  long  standing — that  they  bad  beeo  doM 
in  heat  of  times,  and  heat  of  temper,  and  that  MaMr 
Bridgenorth,  in  christian  kindness,  should  not  entertaia  a 
keen  resentment  of  them,  when  a  door  was  opened  ibr 
reconciliation." 

"  Peace,  young  man,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "  dioa 
s|)cakest  of  thou  knovvcst  not  what.  To  forgive  ov 
human  wrongs  is  christian-like  and  commendable ;  bol 
we  have  no  commission  to  forgive  tliose  which  liave  beeo 
done  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  of  liberty  ;  we  have  so 
right  to  grant  immunity,  or  to  shake  hands  with  those 
who  have  poured  forth  the  blood  of  our  brethren."  He 
looked  at  the  picture  of  Christian,  and  was  silent  for  i 
few  minutes,  as  if  he  feared  to  give  too  violent  way  to 
his  own  impetuosity,  and  resumed  the  discourse  in  a  mild' 
cr  tone. 

''  These  things  I  point  out  to  you,  Julian,  that  I  maj 
show  you  how  impossible,  in  the  eyes  of  a  merely  worldt^ 
man,  would  be  the  union  which  you  are  desirous  of.     But 
Heaven  hath  at  times  opened  a  door,  where  man  beholds 
no  means  of  issue.     Julian,  your  mother,  for  one  to  whom 
the  truth  is  unknown,  is,  after  the  fashion  of  the  world, 
one  of  the  best,  and  one  of  the  wisest  of  women ;  and 
Providence,  which  gave  her  so  fair  a  form,  and  tenanted 
that  form  with  a  mind  as  pure  as  the  original  frailty  of 
our  vile  nature  will  permit,  means  not,  I  trust,  that  she 
shall  continue  to  the  end  to  be  a  vessel  of  wrath  and  per- 
dition.    Of  your  father  I  say  nothing — he  is  what  the 
times  and  example  of  others,  and  the  counsels  of  his  lord- 
ly priest,  have  made  him  ;  and  of  him,  once  more,  I  say 
nothing,  save  that  I  have  power  over  him,  which  ere  now 
he  might  have  feh,  but  that  there  is  one  whhin  his  cham- 
bers, who  might  have  suffered  in  his  suffering.     Nor  do 
I  wish  to  root  up  your  ancient  family.     If  I  prize  not 
your  boast  of  family  honours  and   pedigree,  I  would  not 
\villin;sly  destroy  them  ;  more  than  1  would  pull  do^vn  a  # 
njow-srown  tower,  or  hew  to  the  ground  an  ancient  oak, 
^ave  fiir  the  straii^htening  of  the  connnon  path,  and  the  ad* 
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vantage  of  the  public.  I  have,  therefore,  no  resentment 
■gainst  the  humbled  House  of  Peveri) — oay,  I  hare  re- 
gard lo  it  in  its  depression." 

He  liere  made  a  second  pause,  ns  if  be  expected  Ju- 
lian to  say  something.  But  notw it! islanding  (be  ardour 
nilb  which  tlie  young  man  had  pressed  his  suit,  he  was 
loo  much  trained  in  ideas  of  the  importance  of  his  family, 
and  in  the  better  habit  of  respect  for  his  parents,  to  bear, 
without  displeasure,  some  part  of  Bridge  north's  discourse. 

"  The  House  of  Pcveril,"  he  replied,  "  was  never 
humbled." 

"  Had  you  said  tlie  sons  of  that  house  had  never  been 
AumA/e,"  answered  Bridgenorth,  "  you  would  have  come 
nearer  the  truth. — Jlre  you  not  humhied  ?  Live  you  not 
here,  the  lackey  of  a  haughty  woman,  the  play-compan- 
ion of  an  empty  yotith?  If  you  leave  this  Isle,  and  go  lo 
ihe  Court  of  England,  sec  what  rcgtird  will  there  he  paid 
to  the  old  pedigree  that  deduces  your  descent  from  kings 
and  conquerors.  A  scurril  or  obscene  jest,  an  impudent 
carriage,  a  laced  cloak,  a  handful  of  gold,  and  the  readi- 
ness to  wager  it  on  a  card,  or  a  die,  will  Letter  advance 
you  at  the  Court  of  Charles,  than  your  father's  ancient 
name,  and  slavish  devotion  of  blood  and  fortune  to  llie 
cause  of  Am  father." 

"  Tliat  is,  indeed,  but  too  probable,"  said  Pevcril ; 
"  but  (he  Court  shall  be  no  element  of  mine.  I  will  live 
like  my  fathers,  among  my  people,  care  for  their  com- 
forts, decide  their  differences " 

"  Build  May-poles,  and  dance  around  them,"  said 
Bridgenorth,  with  another  of  those  grim  smiles  which 
passed  over  his  features  hke  the  light  of  a  sexton's  torch, 
as  it  glares  and  is  reflected  by  the  window  of  the  church, 
when  he  cornea  from  locking  a  funeral  vault.  "  No, 
Julian,  these  are  not  times  in  which,  by  the  dreaming 
drudgery  of  a  roiiniry  magistrate,  and  the  petty  eares  of  a 
country  projnietnr,  a  man  can  serve  his  unhappy  country. 
There  are  mighty  designs  afloat,  and  rncn  are  called  to 
make  tlieir  choice  betwixt  God  and  Baal.     The  ancient 
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superstition — ^the  abomination  of  our  fathers — is  raisiog 
its  head,  and  flinging  abroad  its  snares,  under  the  procee- 
tion  of  the  princes  of  the  earth ;  but  she  raises  not  her 
head  unmarked  or  unwatched  ;  the  true  English  hearts 
are  as  thousands,  which  wait  but  a  signal  to  arise  as  odo 
man,  and  show  the  kings  of  the  earth  that  they  have  com- 
bined in  vain  !  We  will  cast  their  cords  from  us — die 
cup  of  their  abominations  we  will  not  taste." 

*^  You  speak  in  darkness,  Master  Bridgenortb,"  said 
Peveri).  "  Knowing  so  much  of  me,  you  may,  perhaps, 
also  be  aware,  that  I  at  least  have  seen  too  much  of  the 
delusions  of  Rome,  to  desire  that  they  should  be  propa- 
gated at  home." 

"  Else,  wherefore  do  I  speak  to  tliee  friendly  and  lo 
free  ?"  said  Bridgcnorth.     ^<  Do  I  not  know,  with  whit 
readiness  of  early  wit  you  baffled  the  wily  attempts  of 
the  woman's  priest,  to  seduce  thee  from  the  Protestant 
faith  ?  Do  I  not  know,  how  tliou  wast  beset  when  abroad* 
and  that  thou  didst  both  hold  thine  own  faith,  and  secar^ 
the  wavering  belief  of  tliy  friend  ?    Said  I  not,  this  wa^ 
done  like  tlie  son  of  Margaret  Peveril  ?    Said  I  not,  h(^ 
holdctl],  as  yet,  but  the  dead  letter — ^but  the  seed  wbiclB 
is  sown  shall  one  day  sprout  and  quicken  ? — Enough, 
however,  of  this.     For  to-day  this  is  thy  habitation.    I 
will  see  in  thee  neitlicr  the  servant  of  tliat  daughter  of 
Eshbaal,  nor  the  son  of  him  who  pursued  my  life,  and 
blemished  my  honours ;  but  thou  shalt  be  to  me,  for  this 
day,  as  the  child  of  her  without  whom  my  house  had  been 
extinct." 

So  sayilig,  he  stretched  out  his  thin,  bony  hand,  and 
grasped  that  of  Julian  Peveril ;  but  there  was  such  a  look 
of  mourning  in  his  welcome,  that  whatever  delight  the 
youth  anticipated,  spending  so  long  a  time  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Alice  Bridgenorth,  perhaps  in  her  society, 
or  however  strongly  he  felt  the  prudence  of  conciliating 
her  father's  good- will,  he  could  not  help  feeling  as  if  his 
heart  was  chilled  in  his  company. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Deborah  Debbitch,  summoned  by  her  master,  now 
made  her  appearance,  mili  her  liaiidkcrcliicf  at  licr  eyes, 
and  an  apponmncc  of  great  meatal  trouble.  "  It  was 
not  my  faulti  Major  Bridgcnortli,"  sbe  said ;  "  bow  could 
1  help  it  ?  iike  will  to  like — llic  boy  would  come — tbe 
girl  would  see  bim." 

"  Peace,  foolisli  woman,"  said  Dridgcnorlb,  "  and 
hear  wliat  I  have  got  to  say." 

"  I  know  what  your  lioiinur  has  to  say  well  enough," 
laid  Deborah.  "  Service,  I  wot,  is  no  inlicritancc  now- 
»-days — some  are  wiser  than  other  some — if  I  had  not 
l»en  wheedled  away  from  Martliidalc,  I  might  have  bad 
•  bouse  of  mine  own  by  ibis  time." 

"  Peace,  idiol !"  said  Bridgenortli ;  but  so  inient  was 
peborah  oa  her  vindication,  that  be  could  but  thrust  the 
interjection,  as  it  wurc  edgewise,  between  her  exclamn- 
lions,  which  followed  as  thick  as  is  usual  in  cases  where 
Wk  endeavour  to  avert  deserved  censure  by  a  clamcwous 
JuiliGcaiion  ere  the  charge  be  brouglit. 

"  No  wonder  she  was  cheated,"  she  eaid,  "  out  of  sight 
of  licr  own  tuierest,  when  it  was  lo  wait  on  protiy  Miss 
Alice.  All  jour  honour's  gold  should  iiever  have  tcmpt- 
«l  nie,  but  that  I  knew  she  was  but  a  dead  castaway, 
poor  innocent,  if  she  wore  taken  away  from  ray  lady 
or  me. — And  so  this  is  the  end  oii't ! — up  early,  and 
down  laic — and  this  is  all  my  thanks ! — but  your  honour 
liad  liciicr  i;i!ie  care  what  yoii  do — siie  has  the  short 
MHish  yet  sometimes — and  should  take  physic,  spring  and 
fall." 

"  Ptacc,  cbaltcring  fool  !"  said  hor  master,  so  soon 
as  her  failing  bri^alli  gave  him  an  oiiporlunily  to  Strike  in. 
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'^  tliiiikcsl  ihoii  I  knew  not  of  this  young  gentleman's 
its  to  the  Black  Fort,  aud  that,  if  they  had  displeased  nWi 
I  would  not  have  known  how  to  slop  them  ?" 

"  Did  1  know  that  vonr  honour  knew  of  his  visits!" 
cxcluinied  Deborah,  in  a  triumphant  tone, — for»  like  noost 
of  her  condition,  she  never  sought  farther  for  her  defence 
than  a  Jie,  however  inconsistent  and  improbable — "  /W 
I  know  that  your  honour  knew  of  it  ? — ^\Vhy,  how  sbooM 
1  have  permitted  his  visits  else  ?     I  wonder  what  yocir 
lionour  tnkes  me  for  !     Had  1  not  been  sure  it  was  ibe 
tiling  in  this  world  that  your  honour  most  desired,  wouM 
I  have  presumed  to  lend  it  a  hand  forward  ?     I  trust  I 
know  mv  dutv  better.     Hear  if  1  ever  asked  another 
youngster  into  the  house,  save  himself — for  I  knew  your 
honour  was  wise,  and  quarrels  cannot  last  for  ever,  and 
love  l)eg!ns  where  hatred  ends ;  aAd,  to  be  sure,  they  k)ok 
cTS  if  they  were  born  one  for  the  other — and  then,  the 
est:!tes  of  Moultrassie  and  Martindalc  suit  each  other  like 
hhenlh  and  knife." 

"  Parrot  of  a  woman,  liold  your  tongue  !"  said  Bridge- 
iiorili,  his  patience  almost  completely  exhausted  ;  "ori( 
you  will  prate,  let  it  he  to  your  play-fellows  in  the  kitchen, 
and  bid  thorn  i^ot  ready  some  dinner  presently,  for  Mas- 
ter Feveril  is  far  from  home.*' 

**  That  I  will,  and  with  all  my  heart,"  said  Deborah  ; 
"  and  if  then*  are  a  pair  of  fatter  fowls  in  Man  than  shall 
clap  tlu^r  wings  on  the  la!)le  presently,  your  hcMiour 
shall  call  me  goose  as  well  as  parrot."  She  then  left  tlie 
apartment. 

"  It  is  to  such  a  woman  as  that,"  said  Bridgenortli, 
looking  after  her  significantly,  "  that  you  conceived  me 
to  have  abandoned  the  charge  of  my  onlv  child  ?  But 
enough  of  this  subject— we  will  walk  abroad,  if  you  will 
while  she  is  engaged  in  a  province  fitter  for  her  under- 
standins;." 

So  saying,  he  left  the  house,  accompanied  by  Julian 
Peveril,  and  they  were  soon  walking  side  by  side,  as  if 
they  had  been  old  acquaintances. 


'    wmimn<  am  •imm-  wmtM,.  lift 

It  may  liare  ba^ipcned  la  tnanjr  of  our  radoiri,  w  it 
^iias  done  lo  ourselves,  In  be  thfQwn.  \j  accident  lolo  atf 
ciely  vfith  some  individual  whose  clumatowlM  is  oiBe<l 
,k  ttriout  character,  stand  coDsidefably  higher  Ihnow 
own,  und  niili  whom,  ilit^refbre,  we  bare  coacetvad  out> 
•eires  likely  lo  spend  ouitime  in  »very  stiff  snd  C(N»- 
stnincd  munner ;  while,  on  the  Other  haad,  our  destinod 
companion  may  Lave  appfobended  some  disgust  from  tin 
supposed  leviiy  and  lliuiiglitlesi  gaiety  of  a  disposition  aO' 
diierenl  from  bis  uwn.  Now  it  has-  frequentlT  bap- 
peued,  tliat  when  ivc,  with  that  urbanity  and  good-Bununir 
which  is  our  principal  characteristic,  have  accommodated 
'ourself  to  oor  companion,  by  thrqwing  as  much  serious- 
E  ness  into  our  convorsaiioQ  as  OUT  habits  will  admit,  he, 
on  t&e  oiJier  iiaud,  moved  fay  our  liberal  example,. bath 
ftwsted  bis  maouers  of  a  part  of  their  austerity }  and 
Ow  coorenation  has,  in  consequence,  been  of  that  pleas- 
vt  texture,  betwixt  the  useful  and  agreeable,  which  hed. 
memblea  *■  the  fairy-web  of  qight  and  day,"  usually 
•illed  in  prose  the  twilight.  It  is  probable  both  parties 
nay,  oo  sucb  occasions,  have  been  the  better  for  their 
MeouDter,  even  if  it  went  no  farther  tlian  to  establish  for 
tbe  tfane  a  comipuni^  of  feeling  between  men,  who,  sepa-  ' 
MtMi  more  perhaps  by  temper  than  by  principle,  are  loo 
•pi  to  chaise  each  other  wijb  profane  frivolity  on  the  one 
kand,  or  bnalicism  on  the  ^er. 

It  fared  (bus  in  Peveril^  walk  wilh  Bridgenorth,  and 
is  the  cooTersation  which  bo  held  with  bira. 
-  Carefully  BTwding  the  sul^ect  on  which  he  bad  already 
Ipafcen,  Major  Bridgenorth  turned  his  conversation  chief- 
7  OB  foreign  travel,  and  on  the  wonders  he  bad  seen  in 
aaunt  coootries,  and  which  be  appeared  to  bare  mark- 
ad  mth  a  enrioos  and  observant  eye.  This  discourse 
■bade  die  time  fly  light  away  ;  for  although  the  anecdotes 
and  observations  thus  communicated,  were  all  tinged  wiili 
the  serious  and  almost  gloomy  spirit  of  the  narrator,  they 
]ret  contained  traits  of  interest  and  of  wonder,  such  as  are 
usually  captivating  lo  a  youUiful  car,  and  were  particularly 
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SD  to  Julian,  wbo  had,  in  his  disposition,  some 
romantic  and  adventurous. 

It  appeared  that  Bridgenorth  knew  the  soutb 
and  could  tell  many  stories  of  the  French 
who  already  began  to  sustain  those  vexatio 
few  years  afterwards  were  summed  up  by 
tion  of  the  Edict  of  Nantz.  He  had  even  be 
gary,  for  he  spoke  as  from  personal  knowh 
character  of  several  of  the  beads  of  tbe  great 
insurrection,  which  at  this  time  had  taken  f 
the  celebrated  TekeU ;  and  laid  down  solid  r 
they  were  entitled  to  make  common  cause  wit 
Turk,  rather  than  submit  to  the  Pope  of  I 
talked  also  of  Savoy,  wlicre  those  of  tlie  refi 
gion  still  suiTered  a  cruel  persecution  ;  and  I 
ed,  Viiih  a  swelling  spirit,  the  protection  which 
aflbrded  to  the  oppressed  Protestant  churches 
yhowing  himself,"  he  adiied,  "  more  fit  to  w 
preme  power,  than  those  who,  claiming  it  by 
heritance,  use  it  only  for  their  own  vain  and 
pursuits.'* 

,"  I  did  not  expect,"  said  Peveril,  modestly 
heard  Oliver's  panegyric  from  you.  Master  Br 

"  I  did  not  panegyrise  him,"    answered  B; 
**  I  speak  but  truth  of  that  extraordinary  man 
(lead,  whom,  when  alive,  I  feared  not  to  withi 
face.     It  is  the  fault  of  the  present  unhappy 
make  us  look  back  with  regret  to  the  days  wl 
tion  was  respected  abroad,  and  when  dcvotioi 
ety  were  ])ractiscd  at   home. — Hut  I  mean 
your  spirit  by  controversy.      You  have  live 
those  who  find  it  more  easy  and  more  plcasai 
pensioners  of  France  than  her  controllers — 1( 
money  which  she  doles  out  to  themselves,  tin 
the  tyranny  with  which  she  oppresses  our  poc 
of  tlie  religion.     When  the  scales  shall  fall 
eyes,  all  this  thou  shalt  see ;  and  seeing,  sh; 
detest  and  despise  it." 
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By  tins  time  they  had  completed  iheir  walk,  and  \ver6 
iTtumed  to  the  Black  Fort  by  a  diflereiit  path  from  that 
which  had  led  them  up  tlio  valley.  The  exercise  and 
the  general  tone  of  conversation  had  removed,  in  some 
degree,  the  shyness  and  embarrassment  which  Peveril 
originally  felt  in  Bridgenorth's  presence,  and  which  tho 
tenor  of  his  first  remarks  had  rather  increased  tlian  di- 
minished. Deborah's  promised  hanqiiot  was  soon  on  tiie 
board ;  and  in  simplicity,  as  well  as  neatness  and  good 
order,  answered  the  character  she  had  claimed,  for  it. 
In  one  respect  alone,  there  seemed  some  inconsistency, 
P<^rhaps  a  little  affectation.  Most  of  the  dishes  were  of 
silver,  and  the  plates  were  of  the  same  metal ;  instead 
of  the  trenchers  and  pewter  which  Peveril  had  usually 
seen  employed  on  similar  occasions  at  the  Black  Fort. 

Presently,  with  the  feeling  of  one  who  walks  in  a 

pleasant  dream  from  which  he  fears  to  awake,  and  w*hoso 

*^eli§lit  is  mingled  with  wonder  and  widi  Mncertainty,  Ju- 

han  Peveril  wmd  himself  seated  between  Alice  Bridge- 

''^illi  and  her  father — the  being  he  most  loved  on  earth, 

^*^d  the  person  wliom  he  had  ever  considered  as  the  great 

^'^stacle  to  their  intercourse  !    The  confusion  of  his  mind 

*^^s  such,  that  he  could  scarc^ely  rcj)ly  to  the  importunate 

^'^''ilities  of  Dame  Deborah ;  who,  seated   with  them  at 

•'l>le  in  her  quahty  of  governante,  now  dispensed  the 

So^j  things  which  had  been  prepared  under  her  own 

As  for  Alice,  she  seemed  to  have  formed  a  resolution 
'^  play  the  mute  ;  for  she  answered  not,  excepting  briefly, 
1^  the  questions  of  Dame  Debbilch  ;  nay,  even  when 
^^r  father,  which  happened  oiicu  or  twice,  attempted  to 
•"ing  her  forward  in  the  conversutio:),  siie  made  no  far- 
^wf^r  reply  than  respect  for  him  rendered  absolutely  ne- 
^  ^ssary . 

Uj)on  Bridgenorth  himself,  then,  devolved  the  task  of 

*^«itertaining  Hie  company ;  and,  contrary  to  his  ordinary 

^>abils,  he  did  not  seem  to  shrink  from  it.     His  discourse 

Was  not  only  easy,  but  almost  cheerful,  ihougii  ever  and 

aiKMi  crossed  by  some  expressions  indicative  of  natural 
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and  habitual  mclancholjr.  Or  prophetic  of  fiiCn 
tune  and  woe.  Flashes  of  enthusiasm^  toOt 
his  conversation,  gleaming  like  the  ^eet-ligfati 
autumn  eve,  which  throws  a  strong,  tliough  n 
illnmination,  acros  the  sober  twilight,  and  a 
roimding  objects,  which,  touched  by  it,  assum 
and  more  striking  character.  In  general, 
Bridgenorth's  remarks  were  plain  and  sensibl 
he  aimed  at  no  graces  of  language,  any  ornaoQ 
they  received  arose  out  of  the  interest  with  ir 
were  impressed  on  his  hearers.  For  exam 
Deborah,  in  the  pride  and  vulgarity  of  her  be 
Julian's  attention  to  the  plate  from  which  they 
eating,  Bridgenorth  seemed  to  think  an  apology 
for  such  su|)erfluous  expense. 

"  It  was  a  symptom,"  he  said,  "  of  approa< 
ger,  when  such  men,  as  were  not  usually  influent 
vanities  of  life,  employed  much  money  in  or^^ 
posed  of  the  precious  metals.  It  was  a  sigoR^ 
chant  could  not  obtain  a  profit  for  the>  capital, 
the  sake  of  security,  he  invested  in  thiS  inert 
was  a  proof  that  the  noblemen  or  gentlemen 
rapacity  of  power,  when  they  put  their  wealth 
the  most  portable  and  the  most  capable  of  bein 
and  it  showed  the  uncertainty  of  credit,  wher 
judgment  preferred  the  actual  possession  of 
silver  to  the  convenience  of  a  goldsmith's  or 
receipt.  While  a  shadow  of  liberty  remained, 
"  domestic  rights  were  last  invaded  ;  and,  ther 
disposed  upon  their  cupboards  and  tables  the  wc 
in  these  places  would  remain  longest,  though  nc 
finally,  sacred  from  the  grasp  of  a  tyrannical  gc 
But  let  there  be  a  demand  for  capital  to  suppo; 
able  commerce,  and  the  mass  is  at  once  consig 
furnace,  and,  ceasing  to  be  a  vain  and  cumbi 
ment  of  the  banquet,  becomes  a  potent  and  a( 
for  furthering  the  prosperity  of  the  country." 

"  In  war,  too,"  said  Peveril,  "  plate  has  be< 
ready  resource." 
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"But  too  much  so,"  answcreil  Bridgcnorlli.     "  In  llie 

late  times,  the  plate  of  the  nobles  and  gentry,  with  that 

of  (he  colleges  and  the  sale  of  the  crown-jewels,  enabled 

the  King  to  make  his  unhappy  stand,  which  prevented 

matters  returning  to  a  state  of  peace  and  good  order,  until 

the  sword  had  attained  an  undue  superiority  both  over 

King  and  Parliament.'' 

He  looked  at  Julian  as  he  spoke,  much  as  he  who 
proves  a  horse  offei's  some  ol>ject  suddenly  to  his  eyes, 
then  watches  to  see  if  lie  starts  or  blenciies  from  it.  But 
Julian's  thoughts  were  too  much  bent  on  other  topics  to 
manifest  any  alarm.  His  answer  referred  to  a  previous 
part  of  Bridgonorth's  discourse,  smd  was  not  returned  till 
after  a  brief  pause.  "  War,  then,"  he  said,  "  war,  the 
*  grand  impoverisher,  is  also  a  creator  of  the  wealth  which 
it  wastes  and  devours?" 

"  Yes,"  replied  Bridgenorth,  "  even  as  the  sluice 
y\n%&  into  action  the  sleeping  waters  of  the  lake,  which  it 
finally  drains.  Necessity  invents  arts  .ami  discovers 
n>^ns;  and  what  necessity  is  sterner  than  that  of  civil 
*ar  ?  Therefore,  even  war  is  not  in  itself  unnn'xed  evil, 
Wng  the  creator  of  impulses  and  enrri;ies  which  could 
^toilierwisc  have  existed  in  society.'' 

**  Men  should  go  to  war,  then,"  said  Peveril,  '•  that 
tliey  luay  send  dieir  silver-plate  to  tlic  mint,  and  eat  from 
Pe^vter  dishes  and  wooden  platters  ?" 

**  Not  so,  my  son,"  said  Bridgenorth.  Then  check- 
ing himself  as  he  observed  the  dcc^p  crimson  on  Julian's 
*^heck  and  brow,  he  added,  "  1  crave  your  pardon  for 
'ucb  familiarity  ;  but  I  meant  not  to  limit  what  1  said  even 
i^w  to  such  trifling  consequences,  although  it  may  be 
^ineiliing  salutary  to  tear  men  from  their  pomps  and  lux. 
ui^es,  and  teach  those  to  be  Romans  who  would  otherwise 
1^  Sybarites.  But  1  would  say,  that  times  of  public  dan- 
E^r,  as  they  call  into  circulation  the  miser's  hoard  and  the 
prou6  man's  bullion,  and  so  add  to  the  circulating  wealth 
of  the  countrv,  do  also  call  into  action  ujanv  a  brave  and 
Aoble  spirit,  which  would  otherwise  he  tuipitl,  give  noex- 
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ample  to  the  living,  and  bequeath  no  name  to  futa 
Society  knows  not,  and  cannot  know,  tlie  mental  ti 
wliicli  slumber  in  her  bosom,  till  necessity  and  op 
ty  call  foilli  the  statesman  and  the  soldier  from  thi 
of  lowly  life  to  the  parts  they  are  designed  by  Pro 
to  perform,  and  the  stations  which  nature  had  f 
iliem  to  hold.  So  rose  Oliver — so  rose  Milton^ 
many  another  name  which  cannot  be  forgotten— 
the  tempest  summons  forth  and  displays  tlie  ad 
the  mariner." 

"  You  speak,"  said  Peveril,  "  as  if  national  i 
might  be,  in  some  sort,  an  advantage." 

"  And  if  it  were  not  so,"  replied  Bridgenoi 
had  not  existed  in  this  state  of  trial,  where  all  t 
evil  is  alleviated  by  something  good  in  its  progres 
suit,  and  where  all  that  is  good  is  close  coupled  v 
which  is  in  itself  evil." 

"  It  must  be  a  noble  sight,"  said  Julian,  "  Ic 
the  slumbering  energies  of  a  great  mind  awakei 
cnerg)',  and  to  see  it  assuine  the  authority  whi 
due  over  spirits  n)ore  meanly  endowed." 

"  I  once  witnessed,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "  so 
to  the  same  c-fToct  ;  and  as  the  tale  is  brief,  I  w 
yoti,  if  you  will : — 

"  Amongst  my  wandorings,  the  Transatlantic 
ments  hnve  not  escaped  mc  ;  more  especially  the 
of  New  England,  into  whicli  our  native  land  has 
from  hor  lap,  as  a  drunkard  llings  froin  him  his  tr 
so  much  that  is  precious  in  the  eyes  of  God  an 
children.  Thci*e  thousands  of  our  best  and  mo 
men — such  whose  righteousness  niiiclit  come  bet\ 
Almigiily  and  his  wrath,  and  prevent  the  ruin  of 
arc  content  to  be  the  inhabitants  of  the  desert,  ra 
countering  the  unenlightened  savage.-?,  than  sto( 
extinguish,  under  the  oppression  practised  in  Bri 
light  that  is  within  tlicir  own  min(!<.  There  I  r 
for  a  time,  durin:;  the  wi^rs  wliieh  the  eoldny  ma 
with  Philip,  a  great  Indian  C'iiief,  or  Sachem, 
were  called,  who  seeined  a  me^;<M?g«M-  -cut  from 
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biffct  them.  His  cniehv  wns  jrrcnt — his  dissiinuhtion 
profound  ;  and  the  skill  and  proniptit-jdi*  with  which  he 
malDtaincd  a  destruclive  and  desuhorv  wjif^re,  iiiflicied 
many  dreadful  calamiiies  o:j  I'lc-  ifuk-i.ici.i.  1  wss.  by 
chance,  nt  a  small  vilinre  in  liie  uooJ^.  iiioi-':-  ili-j/i  tiiinv 
miles  from  Bostcii,  and  in  ils  siiuaii'^n  cxrceJinL'lv  lonelv, 
ind  surrounded  wilh  tliickeJs.  X«.verihi;l:-*5,  there  was 
DO  idea  of  any  danger  from  the  Indians  at  tl:at  ti.ne,  for 
men  trusted  to  the  protection  of  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  who  had  taken  tiie  field  for  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers, and  who  lay,  or  were  supposed  to  lie,  betwixt  the 
iiamlet  and  the  enemy's  country.  But  they  had  to  do 
vitb  a  foe,  whom  the  devil  Iiimscif  had  inspired  at  once 
wilh  cunning  and  cruelly.  It  was  on  a  Sabbath  mominz, 
^en  we  had  assembled  to  take  sweet  counsel  together  in 
the  Lord's  house.  Our  temple  was  but  constructed  of 
^^en  logs  ;  but  when  shall  the  chant  of  trained  hire- 
^^S^i  or  the  sounding  of  tin  and  brass  tubes  amid  tho 
usies  of  a  minsieri  arise  so  sweetly  to  heaven,  as  did  the 
psalm  in  which  we  united  at  once  our  voices  and  our 
l^carts!  An  excellent  woriliy,  who  now  sleep?  in  the  Iy)rd, 
Nehemiah  Solsgrace,  long  the  companion  of  my  pilgrim- 
•ge,  had  just  be^un  to  wreslle  iji  prayer,  when  a  woman, 
^'ilh  disordered  looks  and  di>! levelled  hair,  entered  our 
chapel  in  u  distracted  numiier.  screainini  ince>vmtly, 
*Tlie  Indians  !  The  Indian^  V — In  that  Ir.nfl  iio  man 
toes  separate  himself  from  his  means  of  defence :  and 
Aether  in  the  city  or  in  the  field,  in  llie  plough^fd  land  or 
toe  forest,  men  keep  beside  them  iheir  weapons,  as  did 
^^  Jews  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple.  So  we  sallied 
forth  with  our  guns  and  pikes,  and  heard  the  whoop  of 
^^  incarnate  devils,  already  in  possession  of  a  part  of 
^c  town,  and  exercisins;  their  crueltv  on  the  few  whom 
''eighty  causes  or  indisposition  had  withheld  from  public 
^rship ;  and  it  was  remarked  as  a  judgment,  that,  upon 
Jiat  oloody  Sabbath,  Adrian  Hanson,  a  butchiiian,  a  man 
^■clJenouzhdi> posed  towards  man.  Iiut  wliose  mind  was  al- 
toseiher  Kiven  to  worldly  .cain.  \v:is  >liot  juul  sc;ilpc(l  as  ho 
t\'as summing!;  hU  weekly  icain-;  iii  lii.N  wareliou^e.     in  fine, 


u3,  and  had  some  ndvo 
screBms  of  women  and 
ind  the  whistUng  of  \y 
yelU  of  tliese  savai;i'p,  w 
Severn!  houses  in  the  ii|>, 
OQ  6re  ;    and  iho  roaring 
ihc  great  l>eai))s  as  lliey 
confusion  ;  while  the  smul 
us  gave  farther  advanlagu 
were,  invisiMo,  and  under  c 
unerring  fire.      In  this  stal 
were  nboiil  lo  adopt  the  dc 
the  village,  and,  placing  tht 
centre,  of  attempting  a  rein 
■   it  pleased  Heaveii  to  send  u 
tail  man,  of  a  revcrenil  apjx 
liad  ever  seen  before,  sudde 
Bs  we  hastily  agitated  the  n 
garments  were  of  the  skin  of 
and  carried  gun  ;    I  never  sa 
liis  features,  overslindowcd  t 
mingled  with  a  long  beard  o 
and  brethren,'  he  said.  In  a 
back  the  flight,  '  why  sink 
you  thus  disquieted  ?    F*"" 
give  von  ■■-  - 


PBTEBU.  OF  THE  PBAK.  197 

W  Ood  to  our  rescue.  At  liis  command  they  assumed 
toe  best  and  most  sheltered  positions  for  exchanging  their 
deadly  fire  widi  the  Indians ;  wlillc,  undor  cover  of  the 
moke,  tlie  stranger  sntlied  from  ihe  toivn,  at  the  head  of 
dte  other  divrsion  of  tlio  New  England  mun,  and,  fetch- 
bS  I  circuit,  attacked  the  Red  Warriors  In  the  rear.  Tlie 
wrprise,  as  is  usual  amongst  savages,  had  complete  elTect ; 
(bribey  doubted  not  that  they  were  assailed  in  their  turn, 
lod  placed  betwixt  two  hostile  parties  hy  tlic  return  of  a 
detKhmeiit  from  the  provincini  arnty.  The  heathens 
iti  ia  confusion,  abandoning  the  half-won  village,  and 
nring  behind  them  such  a  ninuher  of  their  warriors, 
that  the  tribe  hath  never  recovered  its  loss.  Never 
•hall  I  forget  the  figure  of  our  venerable  leader,  when 
Wt  men,  and  not  they  only,  but  the  women  and  children 
,or  tlie  village,  rescued  from  tlie  toinahaivk  and  scnlplng- 
"ok,  stood  crowded  around  hitn,  yet  scarce  venturing  to 
■pproarli  his  person,  and  more  minded,  perhaps,  to  wor- 
ship him  as  a  descended  angel,  than  to  thank  him  as  a 
felknv-morlal.  '  Not  unto  me  be  the  glory,'  he  said  ;  '  1 
■m  but  an  implement,  fmil  as  yourselves,  h)  the  hand  of 
HiiD  nlio  is  strong  to  deliver.  Bring  me  a  cup  of  water, 
'hat  I  may  allay  my  parched  throat,  ere  I  assay  the  task 
of  offiiring  thanks  where  they  arc  mosi  due.'  I  was  iiear- 
^  lo  him  as  lie  s|)okc,  and  i  gave  into  his  hand  the  water 
herccjueslcd.  At  that  moment  we  cxehan:;cd  glances, 
'ad  it  seemed  to  me  that  i  recognised  a  noblo  friend  whom 
I  had  long  since  deemed  In  glory  ;  hut  he  gave  nic  no 
tinie  to  speak,  had  speech  been  prudent.  Sinking  on  his 
Iniees,  and  signing  us  to  obey  hini,  he  poured  forth  a 
MniDg  and  energetic  thanksgiving  for  Ihe  turning  back  of 
■he  battle,  which,  pronounced  with  a  voice  loud  and  clear 
«  a  war-inmipet,  ihrilled  through  iho  jolnls  and  marrow 
Ol'  ihe  hearers.  I  have  henrd  in:uiy  :ui  art  of  devotion 
in  my  life,  h:id  I  leaven  voiirhsiifed  nie  j!;raee  to  profit  by 
lliem;  but  such  a  juayer  as  ilii;:,  ui(.ii-(;.l  iiuiid  llie  dead 
and  the  djins,  will,  a"  rieli  lone  ..f  .nin-Ie.l  trimnph  and 
adoration,  w;is  hi.'vond  thfiii  ail— ii   wa^  like  ih>'  ■ioug  of 
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"  Not  properly  a  secret,"  replied  Bridgenortli  ;  **  for 
I  fear  not  thy  betraying  what  I  might  tell  thee  in  private 
discourse  ;  and  besides,  wcrt  thou  so  base,  die  prey  lies 
loo  distant  for  any  hunters  to  whom  thou  couldst  poiut 
out  its  traces.  But  the  name  of  this  wordiy  will  sound 
barsh  in  tby  car,  on  account  of  one  action  of  his  life^ 
being  his  accession  to  a  great  measure,  which  made  tlie 
extreme  isles  of  the  earth  to  tremble.  Have  you  nefVer 
beard  of  Richard  Wiiallcy  ?" 

**  Of  tlie  regicide  ?"  exclaimed  Pevcril,  starting. 
'*  Call  his  act  what  thou  wilt,"  said  Bridgenorth  ;  ^'  he 
was  not  less  the  rescuer  of  that  devoted  village,  that,  with 
other  leading  spirits  of  the  age,  he  sat  in  tlic  judgment- 
wat  when  Charles  Stuart  was  arraigned  at  the  bar,  and 
wbscribcd  the  sentence  that  went  forth  upon  him." 

^  I  have  ever  heard,"  said  Julian,  in  an  altered  voice, 

tad  colouring  deeply,  "  that  you,  Master  Bridgenoiin, 

^b  the  other  Presbyterians,  were  totally  averse  to  that 

detestable  crime,  and  were  ready  to  have  made  joint  cause 

with  the  Cavaliers  in  preventing  so  horrible  a  parricide." 

**  If  it  were  so,"  replied  Bridgenorth,  "  we  have  been 

richly  rewarded  by  his  successor!" 

"  Rewarded  !"  exclaimed  Julian  ;  "  Does  the  dis- 
tinction of  good  and  evil,  and  our  obligation  to  do  the  one 
ind  forbear  the  other,  depend  on  the  reward  which  may 
attach  to  our  actions  ?" 

"  God  forbid  !"  answered  Bridgenorth  ;  "  yet  those 
who  view  the  havoc  which  this  House  of  Stuart  have 
made  in  the  Church  and  State — the  tyranny  which  they 
exercise  over  men's  persons  and  consciences — may  well 
doubt  whether  it  be  lawful  to  use  weapons  in  their  defence. 
Yetj'ou  hear  me  not  praise,  or  even  vindicatCiJbe  death 
of  tlie  King,  though  so  far  deserved,  as  he  frap  false  to 
his  oath  as  a  prince  and  magistrate.  I  only  tell  you  what 
yoii  desired  to  know,  that  Richard  Whalleyi  one  of  the 
late  King's  judges,  was  he  of  whom  I  ham.  Jiist  .been 
speaking.  I  knew  his  lofty  brow,  though  time  oad  made 
it  balder  and  higher  ;  his  grey  eye  retained  all  its  lustre  ; 
and  though  the  grizzled  beard  covered  the  lower  part  of 
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his  face,  it  prevented  me  not  from  recognizing  him.  Tbi 
scent  was  hot  after  him  for  his  blood  ;  but  by  tbe 
aiice  of  those  friends  whom  Heaven  had  raised  up 
presentation,  he  was  concealed  carefully,  and  emerpl 
only  to  do  the  will  of  Providence,  in  the  matter  of  iktf 
battle.  Perhaps  his  voice  may  be  heard  in  the  field  ooei 
more,  should  England  need  one  of  her  noblest  heailsf 

"  Now  God  forbid  !"  said  Julian. 

"  Amen,"  returned  Bridgcnorth.  "  May  God  aval 
civil  war,  and  pardon  those  whose  madness  would  bring  il 
on  us!" 

There  was  a  long  pause,  during  which  Julian,  who  bl 
scarce  lifted  his  eyes  towards  Alice,  stole  a  glance  ii 
that  direction,  and  was  struck  by  the  deep  cast  df  od* 
ancholy  which  had  stolon  over  features,  to  which  a  cbeff* 
ful,  if  not  a  gay  expression,  was  most  natural.  So  son 
ns  she  caught  his  eye,  she  remarked,  and,  as  JuEii  ^ 
thought,  with  significance,  that  the  shadows  were  length-  \ 
ening,  nnd  evening  coming  on.  i 

He  heard  ;    and  although  satisfied  that  she  hinted  it 
his  departure,  he  could  not,  upon  the  instant,  find  resolii- 
tion  to  break  the  spell  which  detained  him.      The  lan- 
guage which  Bridgenorth  held  was  not  only  new  and 
alarming,  but  so  contrary 'to  the  maxims  in  which  he  wis 
brought  up,  that,  as  a  son  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  of  the 
Peak,  he  would,  in  another  case,  have  thought  himself 
called  upon  to  dispute  its  conclusions,  even  at  the  s\rord*s 
point.     But  Bridgenorth's  opinions  were  delivered  with 
so  much  cahuncss — seemed  so  much  the  result  of  con- 
viction— that  they  excited  in  Julian  rather  a  spirit  of  won- 
der, than  of  angry  controversy.     There  was  a  character 
of  sober  decision,  and  sedate  melancholy,  in  all  that  he 
said  ;  wliich,  even  had  he  not  been  the  father  of  AlicCr 
(and  perhaps  Julian  was  not  hiniself  aware  how  much  h^ 
was  influenced  by  that  circumstance,)  would  have  render- 
ed it  difficult  to  take  personal  olFcnce.     His  language  and 
s^ontiments  were  of  that  quiet,  yet  decided  kind,  upon 
which  it  is  difficult  either  to  fix  controversy,  or  quarrel 
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dlboiij^  it  be  impossible  to  acquiesce  in  the  conclusicma 
j     to  which  lliey  lead. 

I  Willie  Julian  remalneil,  as  if  spell-boiind  to  his  tliair, 
;  Kirce  more  surprised  at  tlic  camjiany  in  ivhich  be  found 
lUDielf,  tban  at  the  opinions  to  which  he  was  listening, 
>  uoihcr  circumstance  rcinindetl  Itim  that  the  proper  time 
oTIiis  stay  at  Bkck  Fort  had  been  expended.  Little 
Fiiryihe  Manx  pony,  which,  well  accustomed  to  the  vi- 
dnJty  of  Black  Fort,  used  to  feed  near  the  house  while 
iKr  master  made  his  visits  there,  began  to  find  Ins  present 
>tiy  rather  too  Ion<;.  She  had  been  the  gift  of  the  Count- 
n>  to  Julian,  whilst  a  youth,  and  came  of  a  high-spirited 
mouniaia  breed,  remarkable  alike  for  hardiness,  for  Ion- 
F'liy,  and  for  a  degree  of  sagacity  approaching  to  that 
M  ibe  dog.  Fairy  showed  the  latter  quality  by  the  way 
w  wliicli  sl(e  chose  to  express  her  impatience  to  be  moir- 
■"S  Iwmewards.  At  least  such  seemed  the  purpose  of 
''k  shrill  neigh  with  which  she  startled  the  female  inmates 
if  ilic  parlour,  wlio,  tlie  moment  afterwards,  could  not 
wbcar  smiling  to  sec  the  nose  of  tiie  pony  advanced 
■Jirougli  the  opened  casement. 

"  Fairy  reminds  me,"  said  Julian,  looking  to  Alice, 
and  ri»ng,  "  that  the  term  of  my  stay  here  is  exhausted." 
"  Speak  with  me  yet  one  moment,"  said  Urldgenorih, 
iTJllidrawing  him  into  a  Gothic  recess  of  the  old-fashion- 
ed apartment,  and  speaking  so  low  that  he  could  not  be 
orerheard  by  Alice  and  her  governanic,  who,  in  the  mean- 
time, caressed,  and  fed  wiUi  fragments  of  bread,  tlic  Jn- 
triider  Fairy. 

"  You  have  not,  after  all,"  said  nridgcnorlh,  "  lold 
me  the  cause  of  your  coming  hither."  He  stopped,  as 
if  to  enjoy  his  ciubarrassment,  and  then  added,  "  And 
indeed  it  were  most  unnecessary  that  you  should  do  so. 
]  have  not  so  far  forgotten  the  days  of  my  youth,  or  llioso 
sfTeclions  which  hind  poor  frail  hunumity  but  too  much  to 
ibc  things  of  this  world.  Will  you  lind  no  words  to  ask 
of  lue  tho  great  booFi  which  you  seek,  and  which,  perad- 
venluru,  you  uoulii  not  have  hesltiiicd  to  uiake  j'our  own, 
without  my  knowledge,  and  :i!;iiin^t  my  consent  ? — Nay, 


202  PETSBIL  OF  THE  X>fiAK. 

never  vindicate  thyself,  but  mark  mc  farther.  The  pa- 
triarch bought  liis  beloved  by  fourteen  years'  hard  serfiei 
to  her  father  Laban,  and  they  seemed  to  him  but  as  a 
few  days.  But  he  that  would  wed  my  daughter,  murf 
serve,  in  comparison,  but  a  few  days,  though  in  roattoi 
of  such  mighty  import,  tliat  they  shall  seem  as  the  serriot 
of  many  years. — Reply  not  to  me  now,  but  go,  and  peaei 
be  with  you." 

He  retired  so  quickly,  after  speaking,  that  Peveril  hid 
literally  not  an  instant  to  reply.  He  cast  his  eyes  around 
the  apartment,  but  Deborah  and  her  charge  had  also  dis* 
a))peared.  His  gaze  rested  for  a  moment  on  the  portnil 
of  Christian,  and  his  imagination  suggested,  tliat  his  duk 
features  were  illuminated  by  a  smile  of  haughty  triumph. 
He  started,  and  looked  more  attentively — ^it  was  but  tht 
effect  of  the  evening  beam,  which  touched  tlie  pictured 
the  instant.  The  effect  was  gone,  and  there  remained 
but  the  fixed,  grave,  inflexible  features  of  the  republican 
soldier. 

Julian  left  the  apartment  as  one  who  walks  in  a  dream; 
he  mounted  Fairy,  and,  agitated  by  a  variety  of  thougbtii 
which  he  was  unable  to  reduce  to  order,  he  returned  to 
Castle-Kushin  before  the  night  sat  down. 

Here  he  found  all  in  movement.  The  Countess,  with 
her  son,  had,  upon  some  news  received,  or  resolutioB 
formed,  during  his  absence,  removed,  with  a  principal 
part  of  their  family,  to  the  yet  stronger  Castle  of  Holm- 
Peel,  about  ei^ht  miles  distance  across  the  island  ;  and 
which  had  been  suffered  to  flill  into  a  much  more  dilap* 
idatod  condition  than  that  of  Castletown  ;  so  far  as  i^ 
could  be  considcTod  as  a  place  of  residence.  But  as  ( 
fortress,  Holm-Peel  was  stronger  than  Castletown  ;  nay 
unless  assailed  regularly,  was  almost  impregnable  ;  an< 
was  always  held  by  a  garrison  belonging  to  the  liords  o 
Man.  Here  Pevoril  arrived  at  night-fall.  He  was  tok 
in  the  fishing^village,  that  the  night-bell  of  the  Castle  ha( 
l>een  rimg  earlier  than  usiual,  and  the  watch  set  with  cir 
cumstanccd  of  unusual  and  jealous  precaution. 
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Rctotvtng,  therefore,  not  to  disturb  ihe'gsrrison  by  eo- 
Unng  at^hat  lale  Iiour,  he  obtained  an  indilTerent  lodging 
ID  (ho  town  for  tlie  night,  and  determined  to  go  t»  llie 
CajUe  early  on  tlie  Gucceeding  morning.  He  was  not 
tony  thus  10  gain  a  few  hours  of  solitude,  to  think  over 
.    At  i^tating  events  of  the  preceding  day. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


SonoH,  orII(ilni-Pcel,'8  so  is  named  the  Castle  to  which 
Mr  Julian  directed  his  course  early  on  the  following  mom- 
"¥>  id  one  of  tliose«xlniordiiiiiry  tnonumKnls  of  antiquity 
^lii  which  this  singular  and  interesting  i'^land  abounds. 
"  Wcupies  the  whole  of  a  high  rocky  peninsula,  or  rather 
">  island,  for  it  is  surrounded  by  the  sea  at  hi^h  water, 
^  scarcely  acccs.sible  even  when  the  tide  is  out,  altliough 
*  sione  causeway,  of  great  solidity,  erected  for  the  ex- 
cess purpose,  connects  the  island  with  t!ie  main-land. 
'^e  vvliole  space  is  surrounded  by  double  walls  of  great 
Wengih  and  tlilckncss  ;  and  the  access  to  llie  interior,  at 
■  "ic  lime  wJiich  we  treat  of,  was  only  Iiy  two  IJiglits  of 
''fcp  and  narrow  steps,  divii'ed  from  each  oiIilt  by  a 
"rong  loner  and  guard-house  ;  under  the  former  of 
fliicli,  there  is  an  entrance-arch.  The  opsn  space  within 
"'e  ttills  extends  to  two  acres,  and  contains  many  objects 
Worthy  of  nnlicjuarian  curiosity.  There  were,  besides  the 
'-'file  itsi'lf,  two  cailiudral  churrhes,  dedicated,  the  earlier 
•o SiJLit  Piiinck,  tiie  hitt.T  to  Saint  (icrmiiin  }  bi'.ides  two 
Sin:>llcr  c'hi.rr  hei. ;  ;itl  of  wlijrii  had  \,^rr„nc,  even  in  that 
1%,  iiiori;  r.r  Ii ;.:,  ruAvni-:.  'I'licir  doc;;y<:ii  walls,  cxUib- 
il'iiS  Ihp  rude  and  iiia-.ivi>  r:i.-!>;ii  cliii'."  of  the  niGit  re- 
nwio  porioil,  were  C';i;i;io,;'jJ  yf    a   r..:^';i  d  yi'y    -.lone. 
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wliicli  formed  a  singular  contrast  with  the  bright  r 
stone  of  which  the  wigdow-cases,  comcr-stoneSi 
and  other  ornamental  parts  of  tlie  buildingywere  coi 

Besides  these  four  ruinous  churches,  tlie  si 
ground  inclosed  by  the  massive  exterior  walls  of 
Peel  exhibited  many  other  vestiges  of  the  olde 
There  was  a  square  mound  of  earth,  facing,  with  it 
to  the  points  of  the  compass,  one  of  those  moats, 
were  called,  on  which,  in  ancient  times,  the  nortbci 
elected  or  recognized  their  chiefs,  and  held  their 
popular  assemblies,  or  comiiin.  There  was  also 
tliosc  singular  towers,  so  conmion  in  Ireland  as 
proved  the  favourite  theme  of  her  antiquaries ; 
which  the  real  use  and  meaning  seem  yet  to  be 
in  the  mist  of  ages.  This  of  Holm-Peel  had  be 
verted  to  ihe  purpose  of  a  watch-tower.  Then 
besides.  Runic  monuments,  of  which  the  Icgenc 
not  be  deciphered  ;  and  later  inscriplions  to  the  i 
of  champions,  of  whom  ihe  names  ^ly  wore  pr 
from  oblivion.  But  tradition  and  superstitious  < 
most  busy  where  real  history  is  silent,  had  fillecj 
long  blank  of  accurate  information  with  tales  • 
kings  and  Pirates,  Ilebridean  Chiefs  and  Norwcgi; 
olutes,  who  had  formerly  warred  against,  and  iu  ' 
of,  this  famous  Castle.  Superstition,  too,  had  her 
goblins,  ghosts,  and  spectres — her  legends  of  sai 
demon*?,  of  fairies  and  of  familiar  spirits,  which  in 
ner  of  the  l^rilish  emjiire  are  told  and  received  w*i 
absolute  credulity  than  in  the  Isle  of  Wan. 

Amidst  all  these  ruins  of  an  older  tunc 
the  Castle  itself, — now  minous-vbut  in  Charl 
reign  well  garrisoned,  and,  in  a  military  point  c 
kept  in  complete  order.  It  was  a  venerable  and  \ 
cient  building,  containing  several  apartments  of  s' 
size  and  height  to  be  termed  noble.  But  in  the 
der  of  the  island  by  Christian,  the  furniture  had 
a  great  measure,  plundered  or  destroyed  by  the 
can  soldiers  ;  bO  that,  ai  we  have  before  iiintod,  i 
cut  state  was  ill  adapted  fur  the  rc^ickucc  of  tli 
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proprietor.  Yet  it  had  bceo  oficn  the  abod«,  do<  onir  of 
Uk  Lords  of  3Ian,  but  of  tbosc  state  prisoners  whom  the 
Kings  of  Britain  sometimes  committed  to  ihc-ir  charze. 

In  lliis  CiiElle  of  llolm-Pcel  ilic    ^r^at  kinz-ioaker, 
lUcliird,  Earl  of  Wartvick,  was  conlineil,  durio:  one  pe- 
riod of  his   cvciitru]   life,  10   ruiiiina:e  at   Jeisure   o.i   his 
&nher  sclicmes  of  ambition.      Aad  here,  too.  Eleanor, 
tJKhaa^lity  vvifi:  uf  the  good  Duke  of  Giuucester,  pined 
nit  in  seclusion  the  last  days  of  Ikt  baniihmeai.      The 
KDiiacls  pretended  that  iicr  dbco:itenied  spectre  was  oftea 
I'l^Ue  at  iiidit,  traversing  the  IjattlemL-r.tf  of  the  exter- 
nal Kalis,  or  standing  motionless  beside  a  particular  soii- 
luy  turret  of  one  of  the  watch-toivcrs  niih  which  they 
nflanked  ;  hut  dissolving  into  air  at  cock-crovr,  or  irbeii 
IIk  liell  lolled  from  the  yet  rentaininE  tower  of  Saint  Ger- 
"isin's  church. 
i       Such  was  Holm-Peel,  as  records  inform  us,  till  towards 
I     Uk  end  of  the  scvenleenili  century. 
t       h  Has  in  one  of  tl«  lofty,  but  almost  unfurnished  apan- 
^     mciita  of  this  ancient  castle,  that  Julian  Peveril  found  his 
I*    ^tai  tlic   Earl  of   Derby,   who  Ind  that  moment  sat 
doffii  to  a  breakfast  composed  of    various  sorts  of  liih. 
"  Welcome,  most  imperial  Julian,"  he  said  ;  "  welcome 

*  lo  our  royal  fortress  ;    in  which,  as  yet,  we  arc  not  like 
^  be  starred  witli  huoeer,  tlwuzli  well  nizh  dead  for 

t    cold." 

Man  answered  by  inquiring  the  meaning  of  this  sud- 
ot'uiuu^cuicnt. 

"Upon  niy  n^ord,"  replied  the  Eail,  "  you  know  nc-ar- 

jf  u  much  of  it  as  I  do.     ^fy  mother  ha«  told  me  iiotlf 

]     ng  about  it ;  supposing,  I  believe,  that  l^liulUi  Icnztli  bt: 

J  •  tciDpicd  to  inquire  ;  but  she  will  find  herself  miicli  mis- 

\     '*Mn.    1  shall  give  her  credit  for  full  wl'dom  in  licr  pro- 

cefdiiigs,  rather  than  put  her  lo  ihi;  iroiibl'j  to  rtnd<;r  a 

•  Masnn,  iliongli  no  womr.n  c:ni  renricT  one  butltr." 

"  L'omc,  come  ;  this  is  aircetiiiion,  my  -^ixnl  fii'.-ud," 
uiil  Juli.ui.  "  Yoii  fiuiuld  inquire  into  ihcsc  uiuttcrJ  a 
little  more  ciiriouslv." 

IS      VOL.  I.    ' 
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«  To  what  purpose  ?"  said  the  Earl.  "  To  heir 
stories  about  the  Tynwald  laws,  and  the  eonteDdnq;n| 
of  the  lords  and  the  clergy,  and  all  the  rest  of  that  d 
barbarism,  which,  like  Burgesse's  thorough-paced  d 
trine,  enters  at  one  ear,  paces  through,  and  goes  (0 
the  other  ?" 

"  Come,  my  lord,"  said  Julian,  "  you  are  not » 
different  as  you  would  represent  yourself — ^you  are  dj 
of  curiosity  to  know  what  this  hurry  is  about ;  only ; 
tliink  it  the  courtly  humour  to  appear  careless  about  j 
own  affairs." 

"  Why,  what  should  it  be  about,"  said  tlie  young  E 
"  unless  some  factious  dispute  between  our  Majesty's! 
ister.  Governor  Nowcl,  and  our  vassals  ?  or  perhaps  M 
dispute  betwixt  our  Majesty  and  the  ecclesiastical  ji 
dictions  ?  for  all  which,  our  Majesty  cares  as  little  as 
king  in  Christendom." 

"  I  rather  suppose  there  is  intelligence  from  Englai 
said  Julian.  ''  I  heard  last  night  in  Hpcl-town,  tlial  6n 
lialgh  is  come  over  with  unpleasant  news." 

'*  He  brought  me  nothing  that  was  pleasant,  I  wot  it( 
said  the  Earl.  ''  I  expected  something  from  St.  E' 
mond  or  Hamihon — some  new  plays  by  Dryden  or  L 
and  some  waggery  or  lampoons  from  the  Rose  Cd 
house  ;  and  the  fellow  has  brought  me  nothing  but  a| 
eel  of  tracts  aboiil  Protestants  and  Papists,  and  a  i 
play-book,  one  of  the  conceptions,  as  she  calls  theOQ 
that  old  mad-woman  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle  " 

"  Hush,  my  lord,  for  Heaven's  sake,"  said  Pevc 
"  here  comes  tlic  Countess  ;  and  you  know  she  U 
fire  at  the  least  slight  to  her  ancient  friend." 

"  Let  her  read  her  ancient  friend's  works  her 
then,"  said  the  Earl,  "  and  think  her  as  wise  as  slice 
but  I  would  not  give  one  of  AValler's  songs,  or  Denh: 
satires,  for  a  whole  cart-load  of  her  Grace's  trash. — 
Iiere  comes  our  mother,  wiih  care  on  her  brow." 

Tlie  Countess  of  Derby  entered  the  apartment  ac 
dingly,  holding  in  her  bond  a  niunher  of  papers, 
dress  was  a  mourning  habit,  with  a  deep  train  of  fa 
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nlvet,  which  was  borne  by  a  little  farounie  attendant,  a 
deaf  and  dumb  girl,  whom,  in  com])as«ion  to  lier  misfor- 
time,tbeCountesshad  educated  about  lie r  per»)n  for  some 
Jtm.  Upon  this  unfortunate  being,  ivith  the  touch  of 
mnince  which  marked  many  of  her  proceedings.  Lady 
Derby  bad  conferred  the  name  of  Fenelta,  after  some 
UcicDt  princess  of  ihc  island.  The  Countess  herself 
vu  cot  much  changed  since  we  last  presented  hei  to 
onr  readers.  Age  had  rendered  her  step  more  siov,  but 
not  less  majestic  ;  and  while  it  traced  some  wrinkles  on 
bnhroiv,  bad  failed  to  quench  the  sedate  Gre  of  her  dark 
<7e.  "nic  young  men  rose  to  receive  her  with  the  for- 
m1  m-erence  which  tbey  knew  she  loved,  and  were 
pteted  by  her  with  equal  kindness. 

"  Cousin  Pevcrili"  she  said,  (for  so  she  always  called 
'oliin,  in  respect  of  his  mother  being  a  kinswoman  of 
Iwf  husband,)  "  you  were  ill  abroad  last  night,  when  we 
miKh  needed  your  counsel." 

Julian  answered  with  a  blush  which  he  could  not  pre- 
wnt, "  That  be  had  followed  his  sport  among  the  moun- 
tlins  loo  far — had  returned  late — and  finding  her  lady- 
■liipiras  removed  from  Castletown,  had  instantly  followed 
Ae  fiimily  hither ;  but  as  the  night-bell  was  rung,  and 
li>e  watch  set,  he  had  deemed  it  more  respectful  (o  lodge 
wihe  night  in  the  town." 

"It  is  well,"  said  the  Countess;  "  and  to  do  you  jus- 
<Ki!,  Juliiin,  you  arc  seldom  a  truant  ncglitcter  of  appoint- 
kI  Irours,  ibougli,  like  the  rest  of  the  youth  of  this  age, 
JOB  wiiielimcs  suffer  your  sports  to  consume  too  much 
of  time  liint  should  be  spent  otherwise.  But  for  your 
"lend  Philip,  he  is  an  avowed  contemner  of  good  order, 
■nd  seems  to  find  pleasure  in  wasting  time,  even  when  ho 
"locj  not  enjoy  it." 

"  1  have  been  enjoying  my  time  just  now  at  least," 
nid  tbe  Earl,  risking  from  tabic,  and  picking  his  teeth 
carelessly.  "  These  fresli  mullets  are  delicious,  aud  so 
is  ibc  LachryniiP  Ciirisli.  I  piay  you  to  sit  do»vii  to 
breakfast,  Julian,  and  partake  the  ^nod^  my  royal  fore- 
jighl  has  provided,     .\c\xt  was  Kin;.;  of  Man  nearer  be- 


208  PEVsniL  oT  Tnn  pbak. 

ing  Icfl  to  the  mercy  of  the  execrable  brandy  of  hii  do 
minions.  Old  Grifllths  would  never,  in  the  midst  of  m 
speedy  retreat  of  List  night,  have  had  sense  enough  toi|N 
cure  a  few  flasks,  had  I  not  given  him  a  hint  on  that  in* 
portant  subject.  Hut  presence  of  mind  amid  danger  ail 
tumuh,  is  a  jewel  I  have  always  possessed." 

"  ]  wish,  then,  Philip,  you  would  exert  it  to  better  ptf* 
pose,"  said  the  Countess,  half  smiling,  half  displeased} 
for  siie  doted  upon  her  son  with  all  a  mother's  fondiM%- 
even  when  slie  was  most  angry  with  him  for  beiog  cMj" 
cient  in  the  peculiar  and  chivalrous  disposition  which  h^ 
distinguished  his  father,  and  which  was  so  analc^us  II: 
lier  own  romantic  and  high-minded  character.  ^  Lew 
me  your  signet,"  she  added  witli  a  sigh  ;  "  for  it  werBiJr 
fear,  vain  to  ask  you  to  read  over  these  despatches  brn 
England,  and  execute  the  warrants  which  I  have  thoi^; 
necessary  to  prepare  in  consequence." 

*'  My  signet  you  shall  command  with  all  my  heth^. 
madam,"  said  Earl  Philip  ;  '*  but  spare  me  the  revisioi 
of  what  you  are  much  more  capable  to  decide  upon.  \ 
am,  you  know,  a  most  complete  Roi  faineant^  and  nertf 
once  interfered  with  my  Maire  de  palais  in  her  pit! 
ceedings." 

The  Countess  made  signs  to  her  little  train-bearer,  wb 
immediately  went  to  seek  for  wax  and  a  light,  with  wbidi 
she  presently  returned. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Countess  continued,  addres^QI 
Pt^vcril,  "  Philip  docs  himself  less  than  justice.  \Vh« 
you  were  abscjit,  Julian,  (for  if  you  had  been  here '. 
would  have  given  you  the  credit  of  prompting  your  friend,] 
he  had  a  spirited  controversy  with  the  Uishop,  for  u 
attempt  to  enforce  spiritual  censures  agsiinst  a  poor  wretch 
by  confming  her  \n  the  vault  under  the  chapel."*'-' 

"  Do  not  think  better  of  me  than  1  deserve,"  said  tbi 
Earl  to  Peveril ;  '*  my  mother  has  omitted  to  tell  you  th 
culprit  was  pretty  Peggy  of  Ramsey,  and  her  crime  whi. 
in  Cupid's  courts  would  have  been  called  a  peccadiUo.' 

"  Do  not  make  yourself  worse  than  you  are,"  re- 
plied Peveril,  who  ol»S(Mved  the  Countess's  cheek  redden 
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— "  jrou  know  you  would  have  done  8s  much  for  the  oldeu 
■nd  poorest  cripple  in  the  island.  Why,  the  vault  is  ud- 
da  the  burisl  ground  of  the  chapel,  and,  for  aught  I  know, 
nder  the  ocean  itself,  such  a  roaring  do  the  waves  make 
in  it)  vicinity.  I  think  no  one  could  remain  tliere  long, 
ud  retain  his  reason." 

"  It  is  an  infernal  hole,"  answered  the  Earl,  '*  and  I 
viH  have  it  built  up  one  day — that  is  full  certain.— But 
boM — hold — for  God's  sake,  madam — what  are  you  going 
to  do  ? — Look  at  the  seal  before  you  put  it  to  the  warrant 
~-)Fou  nill  see  It  is  a  choice  antique  cameo  Cupid,  riding 
M  a  flying  fish — 1  had  it  for  twenty  zecchins,  from  Signor 
funtmsco  at  Rome — a  most  curious  matter  for  an  and- 
ftttj,  but  which  will  add  little  faiih  to  a  Manx  warrant." 

"  How  cni)  you  trifle  thus,  you  simple  boy  V  said  the 
Countess,  with  vexation  in  her  tone  and  look.  "  Let  me 
^H  j-oiir  signet,  or  rather,  take  these  warrants,  and  sign 
•Mm  yourself." 

"  My  signet — my  signet — Oh  !  you  mean  tliat  wiili.  the 
three  monstrous  legs,  which  I  suppose  was  devised  as  the 
"lost  preposterous  device,  to  represent  our  most  absurd 
WaJEBly  of  Han. — The  signet — 1  have  not  seen  it  since 
'  gave  it  to  Gibbon,  my  monkey,  to  play  with. — He  did 
*hinc  for  it  most  piteousty — I  iiope  he  lias  not  gemmed 
flie  green  breast  of  ocean  with  my  symbol  of  sovereignty!" 

"  Notv,  by  Heaven,"  said  the  Countess,  trembling,  and 
Wlouring  deeply  with  anger,  "  it  was  your  father's  sig- 
"M  !  ihe  last  pledge  wliicli  he  sent,  with  his  lovo  to  me, 
■Dd  his  blessing  to  thee,  the  nigiit  before  tiiey  murdered 
W  at  Bolton  !" 

"  Mother,  dearest  mother,"  said  die  Earl,  startled  out 
"f  his  apathy,  and  taking  her  baud,  which  he  kissed  len- 
•leriy,  "  I  did  but  jest — the  signet  is  safe — Pcvcril  knows 
'hat  it  is  so.— Go  fetch  il,  Julian,  for  Heaven's  sake— 
liere  arc  my  koy^i — it  is  in  tliu  left-hand  drawer  of  my 
tfaiellin;^  c;ibiuci, — j\ny,  mother,  fori^ivi;  me — it  was  hut 
I  mnueahe  phisantiric  ;  only  an  ilj-iiiiai;ined  jest,  un- 
18*     VOL.   I. 
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gracious,  and  in  bad  taste,  I  allow — ^but  only  one  ofPhil^ 
follies.     Look  at  me,  dearest  mother,  and  forgive  ne." 

The  Countess  turned  her  eyes  towards  him,  from  wU 
tlie  tears  were  fust  falling. 

<<  Philip,"  she  said,  ^'you  try  me  too  unkindly,  and  IN 
severely.  If  times  are  changed,  as  I  have  beard  joo 
allege — if  the  dignity  of  rank,  and  the  high  feelinpof 
honour  and  duty,  are  now  drowned  in  giddy  jests  ui 
trifling  pursuits,  let  me  at  least,  who  live  secluded  fromiB 
others,  die  widiout  perceiving  the  change  which  has  b8|H 
pened,  and,  above  all,  without  perceiving  it  ir  mine  on 
ion.  Let  me  not  learn  the  general  prevalence  of  tUs 
levity,  which  laughs  at  every  sense  of  dignity  or  dutf, 
through -your  personal  disrespect — Let  roe  not  think  tliit 
when  I  die " 

"  Speak  nothing  of  it,  mother,"  said  the  Earl,  inlH*- 
rupting  her  affectionately.  "  It  is  true,  I  cannot  proause 
to  be  all  my  father  and  his  fathers  were  ;  for  we  wear  silk 
vests  for  their  steel  coats,  and  feathered  beavers  for  their 
crested  helmets.  But  believe  me,  though  to  be  an  abso- 
lute Palmcrin  of  England  is  not  in  my  nature,  no  son  ever 
loved  a  mother  more  dearly,  or  would  do  more  to  obEg? 
her.  And  that  you  may  own  tliis,  I  will  forthwith  not  only 
seal  the  warrants,  to  the  great  endangerment  of  my  pre- 
cious fingers,  but  also  read  the  same  from  end  to  end,  u 
well  as  tlie  despatches  thereunto  appertaining." 

A  mother  is  easily  appeased,  even  when  most  offended ; 
and  it  was  with  an  expanding  heart  that  the  Countess  saw 
her  son's  very  handsome  features,  while  reading  these 
papers,  settle  into  an  expression  of  deep  seriousness,  such 
as  they  seldom  wore.  It  seemed  to  her  as  if  the  faroilv 
likeness  to  his  gallant  but  unfortunate  father  increased, 
when  the  expression  of  their  countenances  became  similar 
in  gravity.  The  Earl  had  no  sooner  perused  the  despatch- 
es, which  he  did  with  great  attention,  than  he  rose  and 
said,  "  Julian,  come  with  me." 

The  Countess  looked  surprised.  ''  I  was  wont  to  share 
your  father's  counsels,  my  son,"  she  said  ;  "  but  do  not 
tliink  that  I  wish  to  intrude  myself  upon  yours      I  am  too 
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f      wdl  pleased  to  see  you  assume  tlic  power  and  the  dutr 

«       of  thinking  for  yourself,  which  i^  what  I  have  so  long  ur?ed 

foato  do.     Nevertheless,  my  experience,  who  have  been 

10  long  administrator  of  your  authoriiy  in  Man,  might  not, 

Idiiok,  be  superfluous  to  the  mauer  in  hand.** 

"  Hold  me  excused,  dearest  mother,"  said  the  Earl, 
gnvely.  **  The  interference  was  none  of  my  seeking  ; 
hd  you  taken  your  own  course,  without  consulting  me, 
it  had  been  well  ;  but  since  I  have  entered  on  the  a^r 
— lod  it  appears  sufficiently  important — I  must  transact 
h  to  the  best  of  my  own  ability." 

**  Go  tlien,  my  son,"  said  the  Countess,  "  and  may 
Heaven  enlighten  thee  with  its  counsel,  since  thou  wilt 
hawe  none  of  mine. — I  trust  that  you.  Master  Peveril,  will 
remind  him  of  what  is  fit  for  his  own  honour  ;  and  that 
ooly  a  coward  abandons  his  rights,  and  only  a  fool  trusts 
fail  enemies." 

The  Earl  answered  not,  but,  taking  Peveiil  by  the  arm, 

led  him  up  a  winding  stair  to  his  own  apartment,  and  from 

thence  into  a  projecting  turret,  where,  amidst  the  roar  of 

waves  and  sea-mew's  clang,  he  held  witli  him  the  foiiow- 

.  ing  conversation. 

'*  Peveril,  it  is  well  I  looked  into  these  warrants.  My 
mother  queens  it  at  such  a  rate  as  may  cost  mc  not  only 
my  crown,  which  I  care  little  for,  but  perhaps  my  head, 
which,  though  others  may  think  little  ofit.  I  would  feci  it 
an  inconvenience  to  be  deprived  of." 

"  What  on  earth  is  the  matter  ?"  said  Peveril,  with  con- 
nderable  anxiety. 

"  It  seems,"  said  the  Earl  of  Derby,  "  that  Old  Eng- 
land, who  takes  a  frolicsome  brain-fever  once  even'  two 
or  three  years,  for  the  benefit  of  her  doctors,  and  the  pu- 
rification of  the  torpid  lethargy  brought  on  by  peace  and 
prosperity,  is  now  gone  stark  staring  mad  on  the  subject 
of  a  real  or  supposed  Popish  Plot.  1  read  one  program  on 
the  subject,  by  a  fellow  called  Oatcs,  and  thought  it  the 
most  absurd  foolery  I  ever  perused.  But  that  cunning 
fellow  Shaftesbury,  and  some  others  amongst  the  great 
ones,  have  taken  it  up,  and  are  driving  on  at  such  a  rate 
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M  makes  harness  crack,  and  horses  smoke  U 
King,  who  has  sworn  never  to  kiss  die  piUw 
treat  to  sleep  on,  temporizes  and  gives  way  to  t 
the  Duke  of  York,  suspected  and  hated  on  ac 
religion,  is  about  to  be  driven  to  the  continent;  i 
cipal  Catholic  nobles  are  in  the  Tower  alread 
nation,  like  a  bull  atTutbury-running,  is  persec 
many  inflammatory  rumours  and  pestilent  pan 
she  has  cocked  her  tail,  flung  up  her  heels,  tc 
between  her  teeth,  and  is  as  furiously  unmanaj 
the  year  1642." 

"  All  tliis  you  must  have  known  already,"  sa 
**  I  wonder  you  told  me  not  of  news  so  impoi 

"  It  would  have  taken  long  to  tell,"  said 
"  moreover,  I  desired  to  have  you  solus  ;  thi 
about  to  speak  when  my  mother  entered  ;  a 
elude,  it  was  no  business  of  mine.  But  these 
of  my  politic  mother's  private  correspondent 
face  on  the  whole  matter  ;  for  it  seems  some 
formers — a  trade  which,  having  become  a  th 
is  now  pursued  by  many — have  dared  to  gl 
Countess  herself  as  an  agent  in  this  same  pk 
have  found  those  that  are  willing  enough  to  b 
report." 

"  On  mine  honour,"  said  Peveril,  "  you  1 
with  great  coolness.  I  think  the  Countess  the 
posed  of  the  two  ;  for,  except  her  movement 
exhibited  no  mark  of  alarm,  and,  moreover, 
way  more  anxious  to  communicate  the  mat 
lordship  than  decency  rendered  necessary." 

"  My  good  mother,"  said  the  Earl,  "  lo 
though  it  has  cost  her  dear.  I  wish  I  could  tri 
my  neglect  of  business  is  entirely  assumed  i 
leave  it  in  her  hands,  but  that  belter  motive  cyr 
natural  indolence.  But  she  seems  lo  have  fear 
not  think  exactly  like  her  in  tins  emergency,  ai 
right  in  supposing  so." 

"  How  comes  the  emergency  upon  you  ?"  s 
"  and  what  form  does  the  danger  assmne  ?'* 
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"  Mnrry,  tliiis  it  is,"  said  the  Earl  ;  '■  I  r«d  no:  l::d 
you  rctnciiibcr  llie  affair  of  Colonel  Cl:r:?:-3c.  Thai 
nan,  besides  Itis  widow,  wlio  i*  poi^csscd  Qi'.irzc  ytc^-izrf 
— Dame Cliristiaii of  Kirk-Tnugii,  w^.-.my: _hsTe  c:*:e.i 
hntd  of,  and  perhaps  seen — left  a  Lrod.or  ril.=d  Ef'Airi 
Christian,  wlioiu  yoti  never  st.v  li  e'.I.  \..~  tjl;  LM-i,sr 
-^  I  dare  say  you  know  ail  aL^jt  i:." 

"  Not  I,  on  my  lioiioiir,"  satil  Pc-vtKl  :  "  yvi  kzi'^ir 
ibe  Countess  seldom  or  never  allude*  in  iiie  sjLjwt-" 

"  Why,"  replied  tiie  Earl,  "  1  Leiieve  in  :.';r  i.=sr.  «^9 
ii  nmctliing  asbamed  of  that  gallant  act  ci  t'-yCyr  ti,i 
npremc  jurisdiction,  die  consefjriencei  ti(^:ix.\  loairred 
Of  eslaie  so  cruelly. — ^>Vcll,  cousin,  tlii:  ii-.zii  Ea'>r£;d 
Ciirisitan  was  one  of  Uie  dempsters  at  the  lirr.e.  a=d,  la:- 
"fslly  enough,  was  uiiwlliin::  to  concur  in  lj;e  leci'iLce 
■bich  adjudged  his  nine  to  be  shot  like  a  d^z.  My  ir.o'ii- 
«r,  who  was  dien  in  high  forre,  and  not  to  be  cor/.-olitd 
^ iny  one,  would  have  served  the  den'.:ister  witL  the 
nine  sauce  with  wliicii  she  dressed  his  brotlier,  bad  he 
M  been  wise  eiion^b  lo  Hy  from  the  island.  Since  thai 
"mc,  the  thing  has  slept  on  all  hand-  ;  and  thoijzh  we 
■Mw  that  Dempster  Christian  made  occa-ioDally  K?cr^t 
nsib  to  liis  friends  in  tlic  island,  alon;  with  two  o;  ii:ree 
"tber  puritans  of  die  same  stamp,  and  paniciil'drly  a  p.'ick- 
**red  rogue,  called  Bridscnorth.  hrciher-in-h-.v  Vj  i;.*r  r:^- 
Wi'Cil,  yet  my  mother.  llinnk  H-vavc:;.  \.:,:-  l.v.'.r'-'.  i.h'i 
the  souse  to  ccmiiive  at  llit-m.  i1ki!i.;1:,  ■?,.•  •',::.•■  r'-.i-of:  '-r 
wliw,  she  holds  tins  Bridsrenrinli  i:i  •.-^i.';',;  ■,:  'il-TV.'/ur.'' 
,  "And  why,"  said  Peveril,  forcing  h:m;':;f  lo  sjieaJv, 
'0  order  to  conceal  the  very  unpleasant  s;irpr;-';  vvhlcii  i;e 
■w."  why  does  the  Counttss  now  depart  from  so  p.-i'I':rii 
'line  of  conduct  ?" 

"  Vou  must  know  ilie  ca;e  is  now  difPirc:.:.  Tli* 
'''EUesare  not  siiiisfied  wiili  loler^.tior! — tlioy  wi.'A  \/::m 
•"premacy.  Tliov  have  foijiid  fri':!i'J^  in  ih':  pip-i^iit  licm 
"I  llic  popular  miu'il.  ^Iv  mother^  iiijin^:,  Jiii'l  .;-i..'<ia!ly 
lliatof  her  confesior,  Aldiiek  lii"  l-:--tVA;^\-.U:<:y  tn'^u- 
•ionert  in  this  heautiliil  mn/t-  of;!  \,\.,\.  Mriii.h,  if  iii^y  such 
»l all  exists,  she  knows  nsliitk- i.f  n.  yoii '.i  1.     iriv.t.-vti, 
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she  is  a  Catliolic,  and  that  is  enough  ;  and  I  I 
doubt,  that  if  the  fellows  could  seize  on  our  s 
kingdom  here,  and  cut  all  our  throats,  thej  w* 
the  thanks  of  the  present  House  of  Commons, ; 
]y  as  old  Christian  had  those  of  the  Rump,  foi 
service." 

"  From  whence  did  you  receive  all  this  info 
said  Peveril,  again  speaking,  though  by  the  si 
which  a  roan  makes  who  talks  in  his  sleep. 

^^  Aldrick  has  seen  the  Duke  of  York  in  s 
his  Royal  Highness,  who  wept  while  he  confesse 
of  power  to  protect  his  friends — and  it  is  no 
wring  tears  from  him — told  him  to  send  us  ii 
that  we  should  look  to  our  safety,  for  that  Demps 
tian  and  Bridgenorth  were  in  the  island,  with  s 
severe  orders ;  that  they  had  formed  a  considei 
there,  and  were  likely  to  be  owned  and  protec 
thing  they  might  undertake  against  us.  The 
Ramsey  and  Castletown  are  unluckily  discontei 
some  new  regulation  of  the  imposts  ;  aifd,  to  ti 
truth,  though  I  thought  yesterday's  sudden  remo 
of  my  mother's,  I  am  almost  satisfied  they  wi 
blockaded  us  in  Rushin  Castle,  where  we  coulc 
held  out  for  lack  of  provisions.  Here  we  are  b 
plied,  and  as  we  are  on  our  guard,  it  is  likely  th< 
rising  will  not  take  place." 

"  And  what  is  to  be  done  in  this  emcrgeni 
Peveril. 

"  That  is  the  very  question,  my  gentle  coz," 
tlie  Earl.  "  My  mother  sees  but  one  way  o 
work,  and  that  is  by  royal  auihoriiy.  Here  ar 
rants  she  bad  prepared,  to  search  for,  take,  and  i 
tlie  bodies  of  Edward  Ciiristian  and  Robert — 
Bridgenorth,  and  bring  them  to  instant  trial, 
she  would  soon  have  had  them  in  the  Castle  co 
dozen  of  the  old  matchlocks  levelled  against  tl 
is  her  way  of  solving  all  sudden  difliculties," 
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"Dutinn'liicb,  I  trust,  you  do  not  acquiesce,  my  jv^rJ. 
wisnercd  Peveril,  irhoic  iliouzliu  iniiar.t'.y  revc.-^td  ; 
Alice,  if  tlicy  could  ever  be  said  to  be  au:e:;t  iVca  b:: 

"  Truly,  1  acquie^c  in  no  siicii  niaiti?r,"  said  :be  Ei; 
"William  Cliristian's  deaiii  coii  me  a  I'air  lS.ioit.yy  b. 
betiRiiicc.  I  liavc  no  fancy  to  fail  undtr  :i.v  d:-^'.-2ijjt 
of  my  royal  broilior,  King  Cliarles,  for  a  ne-.v  ejcapEC 
ofllie  same  kind.  But  lion'  to  pacify  my  i.i:>-Jicr.  I  k^y 
not.  1  wkh  the  insurrection  would  iskc  p:i.ce.  sa*i  u:t: 
u  wc  are  better  provided  Uian' tiiey  can  1j?,  ne  rr.'^i 
kiotlt  tlie  knaves  on  ilie  head  ;  and  ytt,  =;cce  '.l;;y  It;; 
lilt  fray,  ivg  should  keep  the  law  0:1  o-jr  i'.l-.-." 

"  Were  it  not  better,"  said  Peveni,  '•  if  hy  any  iejit 
tliKciuKu  could  he  induced  to  qoil  the  iikr.rj  **' 

"Surely,"  replied  ilic  Earl  }  ■•  but  li...:  v\:!;  i,=  r.'^i-i] 
nuiWr — tiicy  are  siuljborn  on  printijil';,  h::<[  '--i-y  ■.:.:ti'. 
till  not  move  ihcin.  This  storni-ii'.-^:!  i::  Lor.d'.:.-.!;  -■•.- 
in  llieir  snils,  and  tiiey  will  r.in  liii:ir  ':-::j-r.:i,  yoi  :;.sy  d-: 

Saul  on  it.  1  have  sent  orders,  iio'vi-.-,-r.  :>  c^tp  i.:>  :■. 
lanxiiicn  upon  whose  assi^lancc  ll.&y  J-.j.::.  ii-i,  a-.i  :f 
cantimi  tlic  two  worthies  thetn^elv..-.  ;..::-  i/r:  i'..; 
ninirjliin  the  liarboiir— 1  «;il  Itiku  i..:  ::::•-..:.  ;.  i:'. 
lljtijion  a  prcily  distant  voyage,  anil  1  l.:;-;  u.-.-.v..-;  -... 
^'stilled  before  they  reliiru  to  ;:i-.u  nn  ac:-/;.-,!  of .'.," 

Alibis  moiueni  a  soldier  bel'>ii^ii!=  t « :;.■;  ;:irri^.:i  ^f' 
Pfwiiliedlliclwoyounsnicn.  »!^h'u:;:r.y  r.o-.i ,%.:.';  i^k'-. 
"I  n-jjiect.  '■  How  now,  friend  :"  y/.  :  ■-.-■;  Est;  t^  •.;:. 
'■  l-tMVe  o!i'  lliy  euui[f?i';s,  Mid  t'lll  :..-.  ■■■:^::i'.r-/' 

Tlie  uuu),  who  wuj  a  mi!i^-;  U^' ■^- ■  ■  ^i.-v..;..  :  i, 
S'aiis,  tiiat  lie  had  a  letter  for  IjI.  \tO:.:^r,  Mu-i'.r  J^..i.i 
I'odiil.  Julian  siiatclied  the  bili.t  iruiiiy,  a..J  bir.-.' 
*hau:c  itraroe. 

"It  uati  delivered  10  hiju  liv  a  vo.Ji.i"  ■:.M.,i:t."  t;.-.  •■■j', 
•licr  replied,  »  who  had  pvi.i,  hfm  a'j.-  ■ " '^f  i:-'- -  '•' f 
Wiw  it  into  lla.:,.T  I'e.cjil^  <.-.s:.  '..,  A." 

"Tii„u  ari  a  lu.'kv  fellow,  J.:;;!!!,"  .  .  r  :).■-  V.  ■'. 
"  IVlil,  ij,;,i  :;;-ave  brow  ...f  ihi::..  .  .iiI  v.v  '  :  -  .•■■.-  !■. 
iWeiv  ii'id  eiirlv  wi^'loui,  \  .'i  -i  ■■;'  ■-'■.'■'  ■■<-■■■<•'••■■.■: 
Without  waitins  till  ih'.y  are  i.'.li-.d  ;  v.;. .1,1  \,  ih-lr  d..,-!.- 
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and  vassal,  waste  both  language  and  leisure, 
ting  a  kind  word  or  look,  far  less  a  billetdou 

This  the  young  Earl  said  with  a  smile  • 
triumph,  as  in  fact  lie  valued  himself  not  a  lit 
interest  which  he  supposed  himself  to  posses 
sex. 

Meanwhile  the  letter  impressed  on  Pever 
train  of  thoughts  from  what  his  companion  a 
It  was  in  Alice's  hand,  and  contained  these  fe 

"  I  fear  what  I  am  going  to  do  is  wrong 
sec  you.     Meet  me  at  noon  at  Goddard  Crc 
widi  as  much  secrecy  as  you  may." 

The  letter  was  signed  only  with  the  initials 
Julian  had  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  the  h 
which  he  had  often  seen,  and  which  was  renia 
tiful.  He  stood  suspended,  for  he  saw  the  d 
impropriety  of  withdrawing  himself  from  tl 
and  his  friend  at  tliis  moment  of  impending  d 
yet,  to  neglect  this  invitation  was  not  to  be 
He  paused  in  the  utmost  perplexity. 

"  Shall  I  read  your  riddle  ?"  said  the  1 
where  love  calls  you — I  will  make  an  excuse 
er — only,  most  grave  anchorite,  he  hereafter 
gent  to  the  failings  of  others  than  you  have  b( 
and  blaspheme  not  the  power  of  the  little  de 

"  Nay,  but,   Cousin  Derby "   said  1 

stopped  short,  for  he  really  knew  not  what  t 
cured  himself  by  a  virtuous  jiassion  from  th 
influence  of  the  time,  he  had  seen  with  regi 
kinsman  mingle  mor£Xi  its  irregularities  than 
of,  and  had  sometimes  played  the  part  oi 
Circumstances  seemed  at  present  to  give  tbe 
of  retaliation.  lie  kept  his  eye  fixed  on  his  fr 
waited  till  he  should  complete  his  sentence,  a 
exclainffri)  "  What  !  cousin,  quite  a-la-mori 
judicious  Julian  JO&j  most  precise  Pevcril 
bestowed  so  muclrimsdom  on  me  that  you  ha 
for  yourself?  Come,  be  frank — tell  me  nam 
-T-or  say  but  the  colour  of  the  eyes  of  the  mc 
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he— or  do  but  let  me  have  tbe  pleasure  lobear  tbeesaj, 
'llove  !*— confess  one  touch  of  humaa  frailtT— coaju- 
ple  the  verb  ano,  and  i  will  be  a  eeaile  schoolmaster, 
■d  you  shall  have,  as  fatlter  Richards  used  to  sav,  when 
ve  were  UDder  liis  ferule,  '  licentia  txeundi.''  " 

"  Enjoy  your  pleasant  humour  at  tny  expense,  hit  lord," 
wd  Peveril ;  "  I  fairly  niU  confess  thus  much,  that  I 
iDQld  fain,  if  it  consisted  with  mv  booour  and  }'oiir  safctv, 
hife  liTo  hours  at  my  own  disposal  ;  the  more  especially  as 
the  nuaner  in  which  I  shall  employ  iliem  may  much  con- 
Mn  the  safety  of  the  island." 

"  Very  likely,  I  dare  say,"  aaswered  the  Earl,  still 
kogbing.  "  No  doubt  you  are  summoned  out  by  some 
Udf  Polliic  Wouldbe  of  tbe  isle,  to  talk  orer  some  of 
tbe  breast-lan-s  ;  but  never  miod — go,  and  so  speedily, 
UMfou  may  return  as  quick  as  possible.  I  expect  no 
■Hnediate  explosion  of  this  erand  conspiracy.  When 
tba  rogues  see  us  on  our  ^uard,  they  will  be  cautious  bow 
llwr  break  out.     Only,  once  more,  make  haste." 

reverll  thought  tliis  last  advice  was  not  to  be  neelecl- 
W)  and,  glad  to  extricate  himself  from  the  raillery'  of  his 
pXuia,walkcddown  towards  tbe  gate  of  the  Castle,  mean- 
"t  to  cross  over  to  the  village,  and  there  take  horse  at 
^  Earl's  stables,  for  tlie  place  of  rendezvous. 
19     VOL.   I. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Acado.    Can  sbe  not  «peak  T 
Oawcld,    If  speech  be  oul y  in  accented  noundf, 
Framod  liy  the  tongue  and  lips,  the  maiden*!  dand> ; 
But  if  by  quirk  and  a|)prehcn!»ive  kwk. 
By  motion,  sign,  and  glance,-  to  give  each  meanin^^, 
Express  as  clotlivd  in  language,  lie  term'd  ffpeech, 
She  hath  that  wondrous  faculty  :  for  Ikt  eyes. 
Like  the  bright  stars  of  lieaven,  can  bdd  discoune, 
Though  it  be  mute  and  soundless. 

At  the  head  of  the  first  flight  of  steps  which  descm 
towards  the  diflicult  and  well-derended  entrance  bf 
Castle  of  Ilohn-Pecl,  Peveril  was  met  and  stopped 
the  Countess's  train-bearer.  This  little  creature,  for 
was  of  the  least  and  slightest  size  of  woinankindy  was 
quisitely  well  formed  in  all  her  Ihnbs,  which  the  dress 
usually  wore  (a  green  silk  tunic,  of  a  peculiar  form] 
off  to  the  best  advantage.  Her  face  was  darker  than 
usual  hue  of  Europeans  ;  and  the  profusion  of  long 
silken'hair,  which,  when  she  undid  the  braids  in  which 
commonly  wore  if,  fell  down  almost  to  her  ancles, 
also  rather  a  foreign  atiributc.  Her  countenance  res 
bled  a  most  beautiful  miniature  ;  and  there  was  a  qu 
ness,  decision,  and  fire,  in  Fenella's  look,  and  espec 
in  her  eyes,  which  was  probably  rendered  yet  more  ) 
aiid  acute,  because,  through  the  imperfection  of  her  c 
organs,  it  was  only  by  sight  that  she  could  obtain  ii 
mation  of  what  passed  around  her. 

The  pretty  mute  was  mistress  of  many  little  ace 
plishments,  which  the  Countess  had  caused  to  be  ta 
to  her  in  compassion  for  her  forlorn  situation,  and  w 
she  leiirned  with  the  most  surprising  quickness.  T 
for  example,  she  was  exquibito  in  the  u:>c  of  the  iiec 
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d?  and  ingenious  n  draiiglit^-^roman,  that,  like 
t  Mexicans,  she  somcitmes  mnde  a  hasty  sketch 
encil  tbe  muans  of  conveying  her  ideas,  cither 
>r  emblemsttcnl  representation.  Above  all,  in 
amamenlal  writing,  much  studied  at  that  peri- 
a  was  so  groat  a  proficient,  as  to  rival  t)ie  fame 
Snow,  Shelly,  and  otJicr  masters  of.  the  pen, 
y-books,  preserved  in  the  libraries  of  the  curi- 
bow  the  arlisls  smiling  on  the  frontispiece  in  all 
*8  of  fioning  gowns  and  full-bottomed  trigs,  to 
I  glory  of  caligraphy, 

le  maiden  had,  besides  tliese  accomplishments, 
ty  wit  and  aculcness  of  intellect.  With  Lady 
id  with  the  two  young  gentlemen,  she  was  a 
irite,  and  used  much  freedom  in  conversing 
,  by  means  of  a  system  of  signs  which  had 
lally  established  amongst  them,  and  which  serv- 
oary  purposes  of  communication, 
■ugh  happy  in  the  indulgence  and  favour  of  her 
rom  whom.  Indeed,  she  was  seldom  separate, 
u  by  no  means  a  favourite  with  the  rest  of  the 
In  fact,  it  seemed  that  her  temper,  exaspe- 
aps  by  a  sense  of  her  misfortune,  was  by  no 
a)  to  her  abilities,  ^be  was  very  haughty  in 
nour,  even  towards  the  upper  domestics,  wlto 
iblishment  were  of  a  much  higher  rank  and 
h  than  in  the  families  of  the  nobility  in  gcn- 
ese  often  complained,  not  only  of  her  pride 
'e,  but  of  her  high  and  irascible  temper  and 
disposition.  Her  passionate  propensity  had 
id  idly  encouraged  by  the  young  men,  and  par- 
f  ibc  Earl,  who  sometimes  amused  himself  with 
r,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  various  singular  mo- 
nunnurs  by  which  she  expressed  her  rescnl- 
iwards  bini,  these  wore  of  course  only  petulant 
sical  inilications  of  pettish  anger.  But  when 
mgry  with  others  of  inferior  degree — before 
did  not  coiitrol  herself — tlio  expression  of  her 
table  to  dtsij1n.v  itself  in  language,  had  Bomti- 
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thing  even  frightful,  so  singular  were  the  tones,  cooici^ 
tions,  and  gcsiurcs,  to  which  she  had  recourse.  lb 
lower  (loinestics,  to  whom  she  was  liberal  almost  beyood 
her  apparent  means,  observed  her  with  much  defereooi 
and  respect,  but  much  more  from  fear  than  from  anyiHi 
attachment ;  for  the  caprices  of  her  temper  displijai 
themselves  even  in  her  gifts ;  and  those  who  most  b^ 
queiitly  shared  her  bounty,  seemed  by  no  means  assurel 
of  the  benevolence  of  the  motives  which  dictated  iifll 
liberality.  * 

All  these  peculiarities  led  to  a  conclusion  coDSOttH  \ 
with  Manx  superstition.  Devout  believers  in  all  the  1^  ' 
gends  of  fairies  so  dear  to  the  Celtic  tribes,  tliat  Mm 
people  held  it  for  certainty  that  the  elves  were  in  As 
habit  of  carrying  off  mortal  children  before  baptism,  flrf 
leaving  in  tiie  cradle  of  the  new-born  babe  one  of  tiMf 
own  brood,  which  was  almost  always  imperfect  in  sooii 
one  or  other  of  the  organs  proper  to  humanity.  Such  I 
being  they  conceived  Fenella  to  be  ;  and  the  smallnefli 
of  her  size,  her  dark  complexion,  her  long  locks  of  silken 
hair,  the  singularity  of  her  manners  and  tones,  as  well  tf 
the  caprices  of  her  temper,  were  to  tlieir  tliinking  all  il* 
tributes  of  the  irritable,  fickle,  and  dangerous  race  froo 
whicli  they  supposed  her  to  be  sprung.  And  it  seemedf 
that  although  no  jest  appeared  to  offend  her  more  thin 
when  Lord  Derby  called  her  in  sport  the  Elfin  QueeOi 
or  otherwise  alluded  to  her  supposed  connexion  with 
"  the  pigmy  folk,"  yet  still  her  perpetually  affecting  to 
wear  tlie  colour  of  green  proper  to  the  fairies,  as  well  W 
some  other  ])eculiarities,  seemed  voluntarily  assumed  by 
her,  in  order  to  countenance  the  superstition,  perhaps  be- 
cause h  gave  her  more  authority  among  the  lower  ordeis 

Many  were  the  tales  circulated  respecting  the  CouD" 
tess's  Elff  as  Fenella  was  currently  called  in  the  island ; 
and  the  malecontents  of  the  stricter  persuasion  were  con- 
vinced, that  no  one  but  a  Papist  and  a  malignant  would 
have  kept  near  her  person  a  creature  of  such  doubtful 
origin.  They  conceived  that  Fenella's  deafness  and 
dumbness  were  only  towunls  those  of  this  world,  and  tbr* 
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Bile  bad  been  heard  talking,  and  singing,  and  laughing, 
*^osi  elvishly,  with  the  invisibles  of  her  own  race.    They 
alleged,  also,  that  she  had  a  Double,  a  sort  of  apparition 
resembling  her,  which  slept  in  the  Countess's   anteroom, 
or  bore  her  train,  or  wrought  in  her  cabinet,  while  the  real 
Penella  joined  the  song  of  the  mermaids  on  the  moonlight 
saadsy  or  liie  dance  of  the,  fairies  in  the  haunted  valley  of 
Glenmoy,  or  on  the  heights  of  Snawfell  and  Barool.   The 
sentinels,  too,  would  have  sworn  they  had  seen  the  little 
maiden  trip  past  them  in  their  solitary  night-walks,  with- 
out their  having  it  in  their  power  to  challenge  her,  any 
more  than  if  they  had  been  as  mute  a3  herself.     To  all 
tliis  mass  of  absurdities  the  better  informed  paid  no  more 
attention  than  to  the  usual  idle  exaggerations  of  the  vul- 
gar, which  so  frequently  connect  that  which  is  unusual 
with  what  is  supernatural.^ 

Such,  in  form  and  habits,  was  the  little  female,  who, 
holding  in  her  hand  a  small  old-fashioned  ebony  rod, 
whicli  might  have  passed  for  a  divining  wand,  confronted 
Julian  on  the  top  of  the  flight  of  steps  which  led  down  the 
rock  from  the  Castle-court.  We  ought  to  observe,  that  as 
Julian's  manner  to  the  unfortunate  girl  had  been  always 
gentle, and  free  from  those  teazing  jests  in  which  his  gay 
friend  indulged,  with  less  regard  to  the  peculiarity  of  her 
situation  and  feelings ;  so  Fcnella,  on  her  part,  had  usually 
shown  much  greater  deference  to  him  than  to  any  of  the 
household,  her  mistress,  the  Countess,  always  excepted. 
On  the  present  occasion,  planting  herself  in  the  very 
midst  of  the  narrow  descent,  so  us  to  make  it  impossible 
for  Peveril  to  pass  by  her,  she  proceeded  to  put  him  to 
the  question  by  a  series  of  gestures,  which  we  will  en- 
deavour to  describe.  She  commenced  by  extending  her 
hand  slightly,  accompanied  with  the  sharp  inquisitive  look 
which  served  her  as  a  note  of  interro2;alion.  This  was 
meant  as  an  inquiry  whether  he  was  going  to  a  distance. 
Julian,  in  reply,  extended  his  arm  more  than  half,  to  inti- 
mate that  the  di<;lanre  was  ronsiderabU*.  Fenella  looked 
prave,  shook   her   head,  and   pointed  to   the  Countei?s's 
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window,  which  \vas  nsible  from  the  spot  where  Aef 
stood.  Pevcril  smiled,  and  nodded,  to  intimate  tliere  wtf 
no  danger  in  quitting  her  mistress  for  a  short  spacb 
The  little  maiden  next  touched  an  eagle's  feather  wfaid 
she  wore  in  her  hair,  a  sign  which  she  usuaUy  empbjrai 
to  designate  the  Earl,  and  then  looked  inquisitiHjtf 
Julian  once  more,  as  if  to  say,  "  Goes  he  vith  you?* 
Pevcril  shook  his  head,  and,  somewhat  wearied  by  thetf 
interrogatories,  smiled,  and  made  an  effort  to  pass.  Fa^ 
nella  frowned,  struck  the  end  of  her  ebony  rod  perpendjp- 
ularly  on  the  ground,  and  again  shook  her  head,  as  if 
opposing  his  departure.  But  finding  that  Julian  pen^ 
vercd  in  his  purpose,  she  suddenly  assumed  another  ani 
a  milder  mood,  held  him  by  the  skirt  of  his  cloak  wtt 
one  hand,  and  raised  the  other  in  an  imploring  attitude^' 
whilst  every  feature  of  her  lively  countenance  was  co» 
posed  into  the  like  expression  of  supplication ;  and  tbB 
fire  of  the  largo  dark  eyes,  which  appeared  in  general  9 
keen  and  piercing  as  almost  to  over-animate  the  little 
sphere  to  which  they  belonged,  seemed  quenched,  fcr 
the  moment,  in  the  large  drops  which  hung  on  her  loog 
eyelashes,  but  without  falling. 

Julian  Pevcril  was  far  from  being  void  of  sympatbf 
towards  the  poor  girl,  whose  motives  in  opposing  lA 
departure  ajipeared  to  be  her  affectionate  apprehension  for 
her  mistress's  safely.  He  endeavoured  to  reassure  her 
by  smiles,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  by  such  signs  as  hf 
could  devise,  to  intimate  that  there  was  no  danger,  and 
that  he  would  return  presently ;  and  having  succeeded 
in  extricating  his  cloak  from  her  grasp,  and  in  passing  her 
on  the  stair,  he  began  to  descend  the  steps  as  speedily 
as  he  could,  in  order  to  avoid  farther  importunity. 

But  witli  activity  much  greater  than  his,  tlie  dumb 
maiden  hastened  to  intercept  him,  and  succeeded  by 
throwing  herself,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  life  and  liinbf  > 
second  time  into  the  pass  wJiich  he  was  descending,  *> 
^  as  to  interrupt  h\<  purpose.  In  order  to  achieve  this,  sh« 
was  oblitred  to  let  hei-self  drop  Ji  considerable  height  frt>^ 
the   wall  of  a  small    llaukiui  battery,   where   two  l**"^^* 
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ereroes  were  placed  to  scour  the  pass,  in  case  any  enemy 
could  have  monnted  so  high.  Julian  had  scarce  time  to 
sliudder  at  her  purpose,  as  he  beheld  her  about  to  sj)riiig 
from  the  parapet,  ci;e,  like  a  thing  of  gossamer,  she  stood 
light  and  uninjured  on  the  rocky  ])latrorm  below.  He 
endeavoured,  by  the  gravity  of  his  look  and  gesture,  to 
males  her  understand  how  much  he  blamed  her  rashness ; 
but  the  reproof,  though  obviously  quite  intelligible,  was 
eniirely  thrown  away.  A  hasty  wave  of  her  hand  inti- 
mated how  she  contemned  the  danger  and  the  remon- 
strance ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  she  instantly  resumed, 
with  more  eagerness  than  before,  the  earnest  and  impres- 
sive gestures  by  vviiich  she  endeavoured  to  detain  him  in 
•he  fortress. 

Julian  was  somewhat  staggered  by  her  pertinacity. 
"  Is  it  possible,"  he  thought,  "  that  any  danger  can  ap- 
proach the  Countess,  of  which  this  poor  maiden  has,  by 
•lic»  extreme  acutcness  of  her  ob%crvalion,  obtained  knowl- 
cdg;e  which  has  cscapod  others.i'"  / 

He  signed  to  Fenella  hastily  to  give  him  the  tablets 
Bad  the  pencil  which  she  usually  carried  with  her,  and 
^"^Ic  on  lliem  the  question,  "  Is  there  danger  near  to 
your  mistress,  that  you  thus  stop  me  ?" 

**  There  is  danger  around  the  Countess,"  was  the  an- 
^^or  instantly  written  down  ;  "  but  there  is  much  more 
<n  your  own  purjiose." 

'*   How  ? — what  ? — what  know  ye  of  my  purpose  ?'' 

sawi    Julian,  forgetting,  in  his  surprise,  that  the  party  he 

addressed  had  neither  ear  to  comprehend,  nor  voice  to 

reply  to  uttered  language.     She  had  regaine<y  her  book 

ia  tlic  meantime,  and  sketched,  with  a  rapi^  pencil,  on 

one  of  the  leaves,  a  scene  which  she  showed  to  Julian 

To  liis  infinite  surprise  he  recognized  (loddprd  Crovan's 

^loue,  a  remarkable  monuniont,  of  wliicii  she  had  given 

the  outline  with  suflicient  acrurary  ;   together  with  a  male 

and  female  figure,  which,  though  only  iudicatod  by  a  few 

digljt  touches  of  the   pencil,  Imre  yet,  he  thought,  some 

resemblnnct*  to  himself  and  Alice  Bridgcjuurlh. 


^  - 
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locks,  that  be  could  not  help  stopping  and  looking  back 

}n  alarm,  to  satisfy  himself  that  she  had  not  sustained 

some  injury.       He    saw    hur,  however,   purft'clly  safe, 

though  ber  face  soeiued  indamed  aud  distorted  with  pas- 

Bon.     Sbc  stamped  at  him  with  her  foot,  shook  her 

clenched  band,  and  turning  ber  back  upon  him,  without 

farther  adieu,  ran  up  the  rude  steps  as  lightly  as  a  kid 

could  ha\g5  tripped  up  tliat  rugged  ascent,  and  paused  for 

t  moment  at  the  summit  of  the  first  flight. 

Julian  could  feel  nothing  but  wonder  and  compassion 
for  the  impotent  passion  of  a  being  so  unfortunately  cir- 
cumstanced, cut  off,  as  it  were,  from  the  rest  of  mankind, 
ind  incapable  of  receiving  in  childhood  that  moral  disci- 
pliue  which  teaches  us  mastery  of  our  wayward  passions, 
ere  yet  they  have  attained  their  meridian  strength  and  vio« 
lence.  He  waved  his  hand  to  her,  in  token  of  amicable 
fstrewell ;  but  she  only  replied  by  once  more  menacing 
him  with  her  little  hand  clenched  ;  and  then  ascending 
^e  rocky  staircase  witli  almost  preternatural  speed,  was 
•oon  out  of  sight. 

Julian,  on  bis  part,  gave  no  farther  consideration  to  her 
conduct  or  its  motives,  but  hastening  to  the  village  on  the 
iD&inland,  where  the  stables  of  the  Castle  were  situated, 
he  again  took  his  palfrey  from  die  stall,  and  was  soon 
counted  and  on  his  way  to  the  appointed  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, much  marvellinsj,  as  he  ambled  forward  with 
Speed  far  greater  than  was  promised  by  die  diminutive 
»2e  of  die  animal  be  was  mounted  on,  what  could  have 
"*Ppened  to  produce  so  great  a  change  in  Alice's  con- 
duct towards  him,  that  in  place  of  enjoining  his  absence 
^  Usual,  or  recommending  his  departure  from  the  island, 
•he  should  now  voluntarily  invite  him  to  a  mecthig.  Un- 
der impression  of  the  various  doubts  which  succeeded  each 
other  in  his  imagination,  he  sometimes  pressed  Fairy's  sides 
with  his  logs ;  sometimes  laid  his  holly  rod  lightly  on  her 
neck ;  sometimes  incited  her  by  his  voice,  for  the  met- 
tled animal  needed  neither  whip  nor  spur,  and  achieved 
tbe  distance  betwixt  the  Castle  of  Ilohn-Peel  and  the 
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Stone  at  Goddard  Crovan,  at  the  rate  of  tirelre  nib 
within  the  hour. 

The  monuinental  stoiie,  designed  to  commeinonM 
some  feat  of  an  ancient  King  of  Alan,  which  bad  been 
long  forgotten,  was  erected  on  the  side  of  a  narrov 
lonely  valley,  or  rather  glen,  secluded  from  obseiratin 
hy  tho  steepness  of  its  banks,  upon  a  projection  of  whidi 
stood  the  tall,  shapeless,  solitary  rock,  frowning,  like  i 
shrouded  giant,  over  the  brawling  of  the  small  rimkc 
which  watered  the  ravine. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

This  a  lovc^mectin^  T  See  the  maideii  maornSy 

And  the  sad  suiior  bends  hrs  looks  on  earth. 

There's  more  haib  past  between  them  than  bdongi 

To  Lore's  sweet  sorrows. 

ad  Play, 

As  he  approached  the  monument  of  Goddard  Cronf^ 
Julian  cast  many  an  anxious  -glance  to  see  whether  vnjT 
object  visible  beside  the  huge  grey  stone  should  appriu^ 
him,  whether  he  was  anticipated,  at  the  appointed  place  o#^ 
rendezvous,  by  her  who  had  named  it.     Nor  was  it  lon^ 
l)efore  the  flutter  of  a  mantle,  which  the  breeze  slightly 
waved,  and  tlie  motion  necessary  to  r^lace  it  upon  the 
wearer's  shoulders,  made  him  aware  that  Alice  had  al- 
ready reached  their  place  of  meeting.      One  instant  set 
the  palfrey  at  liberty,  with  slackened  girths  and  loosened 
reins,  to  pick  its  own  way  through  the  dl'll  at  will ;  another 
placed  Julian  Poveril  by  the  side  of  Alice  Bridgenorth. 

That  Alice  should  extend  her  hand  to  her  lover,  as 
with  the  ardour  of  a  youne;  greyhound  he  bounded  over 
the  obstacles  of  the  rugged  path,  was  as  natural  as  that 
Julian,  seizing  on  the  hand  so  kindly  stretched  out,  should 
devour  it  with  kisseis    antl  for  a  moment  or  two,  without 
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reprehension  ;    while  the  other  hand,  which  should  have 
aided  in  the  liberation  of  its  fellow,  served  to  hide  the 
blushes  of  the  fair  owner.     But  Alice,  young  as  she  was, 
and  attached  to  Julian  by  such  long  habits  of  kindly  inti- 
macy, still  knew  well  how  to  subdue  the  tendency  of  her 
own  treacherous  affections. 

^  This  is  not  right,"  she  said,  extricating  her  hand  from 
JuEan^s  grasp,  '*  this  is  not  right,  Julian.  If  I  have  been 
too  rash  in  -admitting  such  a  niectins;  as  the  present,  it  is 
not  yon  that  should  make  me  sensible  of  my  fully." 

Julian  Peveril's  mind  had  been  early  illumined  with 
that  touch  of  romantic  Hrc  which  deprives  passion  of 
selfishness,  and  confers  on  it  the  high  and  refined  tone  of 
generous  and  disinterested  devotion.  lie  let  go  the  hand 
of  Alice  with  as  much  respect  as  he  could  have  paid  to 
tbat  of  a  princess  ;  and  when  she  seated  herself  upon  a 
n)cky  fragment,  over  which  nature  had  stretched  a  cusIh 
lon  of  moss  and  lichen,  interspersed  with  wild  (lowers, 
l^ackcd  with  a  bush  of  co])sewood,  he  took  his  place  be- 
sitlc  her,  indeed,  but  at  such  distance  as  to  intimate  the 
duty  of  an  attendant,  who  was  there  only  to  hear  and  to 
<^cy.  Alice  Bridgenorth  became  more  assured  as  she 
**lwervcd  the  power  which  she  possessed  over  her  lover  ; 
•wd  the  self-command  which  Peveril  exhibited,  which 
^her  damsels  in  her  situation  might  have  judged  inron- 
^stcnt  with  intensity  of  passion,  she  a))preciated  more 
J»Btly,  as  a  reproof  of  his  respectful  and  disinterested 
**Bccrity.  Slie  recovered,  in  addressing  him,  the  tone  of 
^fidcnce  which  rather  belonged  to  the  scenes  of  their 
wrly  acquaintance,  than  to  those  which  had  passed  be- 
t^^ixt  them  since  Peveril  had  disclosed  his  aflcction,  and 
ibercby  had  brought  restraint  upon  their  intercourse. 

"  Julian,"  she  said,  **  your  visit  of  yeslcrdiiy — your 
most  ill-timed  visit,  has  distressed  me  much.  It  has  mis- 
led my  father — it  has  endangered  you.  At  all  risks,  I 
resolved  that  you  should  know  this,  and  blame  me  not  if 
I  have  taken  a  bold  and  imprudent  step  in  dfsirinp  this 
solitary  interview,  since  you  are  aware  how  little  poor 
J>eborah  is  to  be  trusted.'' 


maiden,  "  they  do  but 
have  acted  over  boldly, 
not  see  you  wliom  I  h.T 
you  regard  me  iviih  par 

"  Say  that  I  regard  y 
Peveril  in  Ills  turn.  "  A 
fo)  pbrasc  you  have  use 
the  most  sincere  afTerdon 

"  Well,  iheii,"  said  Ali 
about  words  ;  but  do  not 
not,  1  say,  see  you,  wbo,  I 
cere  ihoiigli  vain  and  fruit)> 
into  a  snare,  deceived  and  s 
towards  me." 

"  1  understand  you  not, 
can  I  see  any  danger  tu  ivbi 
The  senlimcnts  xvliich  your 
me,  are  of  a  nature  irrccon 
If  he  is  not  offended  nltli 
formed,  and  Iiis  whole  bch 
know  not  a  man  on  earlh  f 
to  apprehend  any  daiintr  or 

"  My  father,"  siil.i  Alir<-, 
ami  well  by  you  ;  yel  I  wini  i 
thon  serve  his  nood  en" - 
in  atii""— ' 
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Other  with  respect,  and  even  with  friendly  attachment, 
without  being  false  to  principle  on  either  side  ?" 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  Alice  ;    "  but  such  is  not  the 

lea^e  which   my  father  desires  to  form  with  you,  and 

that  to  which  he  hopes  your  misplaced  partiality  towards 

Us  daughter  may  afford  a  motive  for  your  forming  witli 

Mm." 

**  And  what  is  it,^'  said  Peveril,  "  which  I  would  re- 
foss,  with  such  a  prospect  before  me  ?'' 

"  Treachery  and  dishonour  !"  replied  Alice  ;  "  what- 
ever would  render  you  unworthy  of  the  poor  boon  at 
which  you  aim— ay,  were  it  more  worthless  than  I  coih 
fess  it  (0  be." 

"  Would  your  father,"  said  Peveril,  as  he  unwillingly 
received  the  impression  which  Alice  dellgned  to  convey, 
—**  would  he,  whose  views  of  duty  are  so  strict  and  se- 
vere— would  he  wish  to  involve  me  in  aught,  to  which 
^     Mch  harsh  epithets  as  treachery  and  dishonour  can  be 
I     ipplied  with  the  slightest  shadow  of  truth  ?" 
I       **  Do  not  mistake  me,  Julian,"  replied  the  maiden  ; 
I    I*  my  father  is  incapable  of  requesting  aught  of  you  that 
I     is  not  to  bis  thinking  just  and  honourable  ;  nay,  he  con- 
I     ccives  that  he  only  claims  from  you  a  debt,  which  is  due 

(r     9s  a  creature  to  the  Creator,  and  as  a  man  to  your  fel- 
kw-men." 
9        "  So  guarded,  where  can  be  the  danger  of  our  inter- 
course ?"  replied  Julian.     "  If  he  be  resolved  to  require, 
^^  I  determined  to  accede  to,  nothing  save  what  flows 
from  conviction,  what  have  I  to  fear,  Alice  ?    and  how  is 
I      ^J  intercourse  with  your  father  dangerous  ?  Believe  not 
'      so;  Ills  speech  has  already  made  impression  on  me  fn 
some  particulars,  and  he  listened  with  candour  and  pa- 
tience to  the  objections  which  I  made  occasionally.    You 
^•'^  Master  Bridgenorth   k»ss  than  justice  in  confounding 
'''•n  with  the  unreasonable  bigots  in  policy  and  religion, 
who  ran  listen  to  no  argument  but  what  favours  their  own 
prepossessions." 
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*'  And  con  yon  Lie!  mn  !ro,  Alice,''  saiil  ilie  voiin'r 
man,  laking  her  unresisting  Juind  ;  "  can  you  hid  me  ?o, 
and  yet  own  an  inter*»st  in  my  fnie  ? — Can  you  bid  me, 
br  fear  of  dancers,  which,  as  a  man,  as  a  st^iiieuian.  and 
a  loyal  one,  I  am  bound  to  s!iow  my  t'nce  to,  inemly  aban- 
lioD  my  parents,  my  friends,  my  country — s'.itTer  the  e\- 
Meoce  of  evils  which  I  mi^iit  aid  lo  prei'ent,  I'oreso  the 
prospect  of  doing  such  linle  zood  as  mi?ht  be  in  my  power 
"-fall  from  an  active  and  lioiiourabJe  station,  int<)  the  con- 
dition of  a  fugitive  and  time-server — Can  vou  bid  me  do 
uilhis,  Alice  ?  Can  you  bid  me  do  ail  tl'.is  2nd,  in  the 
iame  breath,  bid  farewell  for  ever  to  you  and  happiness  ? 
—It  is  inijiossibie — 1  cannot  surrender  at  once  my  love 
aod  m  honour." 

**  There  is  no  remedy,'^  said  Alicey^t  she  could  not 
■uppress  a  sigh  while  she  said  so — ^'  there  is  no  remedy 
"-none  whatever.  What  we  might  have  been  to  each 
other,  placed  in  more  favourable  circumstances,  it  avails 
■MX  to  think  of  now  ;  and,  circumstanced  as  we  are,  with 
open  war  about  to  break  out  betwixt  our  parents  and 
friends,  we  can  be  but  well-wishers — cold  and  distant 
vell-wisJiers,  who  must  part  on  this  spot,  and  at  thii  Inur, 
never  to  meet  again." 

^  '*  No,  by  Heaven  !"  said  Peveril,  animated  at  the  same 
wne  by  his  owd  feelings,  and  by  the  si^ht  of  the  emotions 
vhich  liis  companion  in  vain  endeavoured  to  suppreiis, — 
"No, by  Heaven  !"  he  exclaimed,  "  we  part  not — Alice, 
*c  part  not.  If  I  am  to  leave  my  native  land,  yo'i  shall 
ke  my  companion  in  my  exile.  What  have  you  to  lose  ? 
""^hom  liave  you  lo  abandon  ? — Vour  fathfjr? — The 
good  old  cause,  as  it  is  termed,  id  dearer  to  him  than  a 
t^usand  dauditers  ;  and  sttiins  hiin  aside,  what  lie  is 
uiere  between  you  and  this  barren  ibie — betwet-n  my 
Alice  and  any  spot  of  tlie  llritiah  dominions,  where  her 
Julian  does  not  sit  bv  her  ?" 

m 

'*  Ob,  Julian,"  answered  the  maiden,  "  uhy  make  my 
duty  more  Dainful  by  visionary  projtrcts,  which  yoti  ou^ht 
not  to  narnM^'or  I  to  listen  to? — Your  parents — my  father 
—it  cannot  be !" 
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<<  Fear  not  for  my  parents,  Alice,"  replied  JuEuiii 
pressing  close  to  his  companion's  side,  he  ventured 
throw  his  arm  around  her ;  "  they  love  me,  and  they  i 
soon  learn  to  love,  in  Alice,  the  only  being  on  earth  i 
could  have  rendered  their  son  happy.  And  forp 
own  father,  when  State  and  Clun-ch  intrigues  allow  I 
to  bestow  a  thought  upon  you,  will  be  not  thiuk  that  f 
happiness,  your  security,  is  better  cared  for  when] 
are  my  wife,  than  were  you  to  continue  under  the  n 
cenary  charge  of  yonder  foolish  woman  ?  What  co 
his  pride  desire  better  for  you  than  the  establisfam 
which  will  one  dny  be  mine  ?  Come  then,  Alice,  i 
since  you  condemn  nie  to  banishment — since  you  A 
me  a  share  in  those  stirring  achievements  which  are  it 
to  agitate  Englatf — come  !  do  you,  for  you  only  can, 
you  reconcile  me  to  exile  and  inaction,  and  give  hi] 
ness  to  one,  who,  for  your  sake,  is  willing  to  resign  hoooc 

^'  It  cannot — it  cannot  be,"  said  Alice,  fahering  as 
uttered  her  negative.  "  And  yet,"  she  said,  "  bowm 
in  my  place — left  alone  and  unprotected,  as  I  am — B 
must  not — 1  must  not — for  your  sake,  Julian,  1  must  n 

"  Say  not  for  my  sake  you  must  not,  Alice,"  said  P 
cril,  cagecly  ;    *'  this  is  adding  insult  to  cruchy.     If 
will  do  aught  for  my  sake,  you  will  say  yes  ;  or  }'toi 
suffer  this  dear  head  to  drop  on  my  shoulder — the  slij 
est  sign — the  moving  of  an  eyelid,  shall  signify  cons 
All  shall  be  prepared  within  an  hour ;  within  another, 
priest  shall  unite  us  ;  and  within  a  third,  we  leave  the 
behind  us,  and  seek  our  fortunes  on  the  continent." 
while  ho  spoke,  in   joyful  anticipation  of  the  com 
which  he  implored,  Alice  found  means  to  collect  toge 
her  resolution,  which,  staggered  by  the  eagerness  of 
lover,  the  impulse  of  her  own  aflections,  and  the  sii 
larity  of  her  situation, — seeming,  in  her  case,  to  ju! 
what  would  have  been  most  blameable  in  another, — 
more  than  half  abandoned  her. 

The  result  of  a  moment's    deliberation  was  fata 
Julian's  proposal.      She  extricated  herself  Mm  the 
which  had  pressed  Iut  to  his  side  — arose,  and  repel 
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Ut  altompts  to  npproacli  or  detain  her,  said,  trith  a  sim- 
fSc'ny  not  uomins;led  ivith  dignity,  "  Julian,  I  always  knew 
I  tisked  miicli  in  inviting  yi>u  to  iliis  meeting  ;  but  1  did 
Mt  guess  tiiat  1  could  liavc  been  so  csiicl  boili  to  you  and 
torajseir,  as  to  suffer  ynu  to  discover  what  you  have  to-day 
Mil  loo  pbinly — lliat  I  love  yoci  better  tlian  you  love  me. 
But  since  you  do  knort-  it,  I  uill  sIjow  you  tliat  Alice's 
lore  is  ilisiiilLTesled — Slic  will  not  bring  an  ignoble  name 
ialo  your  ancient  house.  If  hereafter,  in  your  tine,  tliere 
iboald  arise  saa-.e  who  may  think  the  claims  of  the  hierar- 
dijr  too  exorbitant,  the  powers  of  the  crown  too  extensile, 
nni  shall  not  say  these  ideas  were  derived  from  Alice 
Brideeoonli,  their  whig  grand-dame." 

"Can  you  speak  thus,  Alice  ?"  said  her  lover.  *'  Cau 
you  use  surli  expressions  ?  and  arc  yoi^ot  sensible  that 
llwy  jIiow  plainly  it  is  yonr  own  pride,  not  regard  for  me, 
tlwt  nmkes  yon  resist  the  linppincss  of  both  ?" 

"  Xoi  so,  Julian ;  not  so,"  answered  Alice,  with  tears 

ia  lier  eyes  ;  "  it  is  the  command  of  duty  to  us  both — of 

itij,  which  we  cannot  transgress  without  risking  our  liap- 

pnesshere  and  hereafter.      Think  what  I,  the  cause  of 

lU,  sliould  feel,  when  your  father  frown^,  your  mother 

"e^s,  your  noble  friends  stand  aloof,  nnd  you,  even  you 

ItKirself,  shall  have  made  the  painful  discover^',  thai  you 

I     jura  incurred  the  contempt  and  resentment  of  all  to  s:it- 

I     >)[}'  a  boyish  passion  ;    and  that  the  poor  beauly,  once 

'.     wEcient  to  mislead  you,    is     gradually  dethning  under 

•    llie  iDlluence  of  grief  and  vexation  '.    This  I  »iil  not  ri.sk. 

I«e  distinctly  it  is  best  we  should  here  break  off  and 

pt;  and  1  thaisk  Cod,  who  gives  me  li|:ht  enoush  to 

pcrecive,  and  strength  enough  to  itiilistand,  your  folly  as 

"ell  as  my  own.     Farewell,  tiicn,  Juliai)  ;    but  first  laUn 

ibe  solemn  advice  which  I  called  you  hither  to  impart  to 

pu:— Shun    my  father— you  cannot  walk  in  his  paths, 

Miibetructo  gralitudeandlo  honour.       \Vh;it   hn   doili 

from  [Hire  and  Imnourable  motive?,  you  cannot  aid  liiiti 

i>,  except  iipon  the  suggcMion  of  a  silly  and  iniereVLed 
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lan  a  cold  sternness  of  manner  in  his  apcecli  and  action. 
1  tbank  you,  Alice,"  he  snid  to  liia  daughter,  "  Tor  tfto 
■iu  you  have  taken  to  traverse  my  designs  towards  this 
van  "i^"'  ^'^^^  toivards  yourself.  I  ihank  you  for  the 
MMs  you  have  thrown  out  buforc  my  appearance,  the 
nddcnness  of  which  alone  has  prevented  you  from  car- 
TMg  your  confidence  to  a  pitch  wjiich  would  have  placed 

XUn  and  that  of  others  at  the  discretion  of  a  boy,  who, 
n  the  cause  of  God  and  his  counlry  is  laid  before  him, 
httDot  leisure  to  think  of  them,  so  much  is  he  occupied 
rtb  lucli  a  baby-face  as  thine."  Alice,  pale  as  death, 
MUDued  inittionless,  wiili  her  eyes  fixed  on  die  ground, 
nihout  attempting  the  sltghicst  reply  to  tlio  irooical  n> 
pnoches  of  her  father. 

"And  you,"  conliniied  Major  Bri^cnortli,  turning 
fnmi  his  daughter  to'  her  lover, — "  yfl(  sir,  have  ivcll 
"Ittii!  the  liberal  confidence  which  I  placed  in  you  wiiU 
■>  liltle  reserve.  You  I  have  to  thank  also  for  some  ies- 
SODS,  ffhicli  may  teach  me  to  rest  satisfied  with  die  churl's 
wiod  which  nature  has  poured  into  my  veins,  and  with 
A>riide  nurture  which  my  father  allotted  to  me." 

"  1  understand  you  not,  sir,"  replied  Julian  Peveril, 
Ho,  feeling  t!)e  necessity  of  saying  something,  could  not, 
Uthc  niomcot,  find  anything  more  filling  to  say. 

"Yes,  sir,  I  thank  you,"  said  Major  Bridgenorth,  in 
^  same  cold  sarcastic  tone,  "  for  having  shown  nic,  that 
^ch  of  hospitality,  infringement  of  good  fatlh,  and  such 
^t  peccadilloes,  arc  not  ulicily  foreign  to  the  mind  and 
*iiiliict  of  the  heir  of  a  knightly  house  of  twenty  de- 
'^ts.  It  is  a  great  lesson  to  mc,  sir ;  for  hitherto  I  had 
^ght  with  the  vulgar,  that  gentle  manners  went  with 
i^ntle  blood.  Dut  perhaps  courtesy  is  too  chivalrous  a 
jwiity  to  be  wasted  in  intercourse  with  n  roiindhendcd 
•Ditic  like  mysdf." 

"Major  Bri<lgenorth,"  said  Julian,  "  whatever  has 
iippeoed  in  this  interview  which  may  have  displeased 
ou,  has  been  the  rcsuU  of  feelings  suddenly  anil  strong- 
'JDimali'd  by  the  rrisis  of  (he  moment — nothing  was 
remcditated." 


grace  yourself  by  no  more  apologies — they  an 
useless. — Anri  you,  mnidcn,  nlio,  in  your  fe; 
j-our  lover,  ci>iilil  verse  on  bcirayjng  what  mig 
s  father  his  life — begone' lo  your  home.  I  w 
you  at  more  leisure,  and  icoch  you  praclieal) 
tics  wbich  yoii  seem  lo  have  forgoilen." 

"  On  my  honour,  sir,"  said  Julian,  •'  your 
guiltless  of  ill!  ihnl  can  offend  you  ;  she  rea 
offer  n'hicli  l!ic  licadslrong  violence  of  my  pa 
me  to  press  npoj^cr." 

"  And,  in  bri^^  snid  Pridgenorth,  "  I  an 
_  licvc  that  you  Ir.ive  met  in  this  remote  place 
■  voiTs  by  Alice's  special  ajipointment  ?" 

Peveril  knew  not  ivhal  lo  reply,  and  Bridgt 
signed  with  his  hand  to  his  daughter  to  wiihdi 

"  1  obey  you,  fiiher,"  said  .Alice,  who  had 
recovered  from  the  exlremily  of  her  surprise 
you  ;  bnl  Heaven  is  my  witness  that  you  i 
than  injiisitce  in  siupecilug  me  capable  of  bel 
scereis,  even  had  ii  been  necessary  lo  save  r 
nr  that  of  Julian.  That  you  are  walking  in  t 
pnth,  I  well  know  ;  but  yon  do  it  with  your 
and  arc  acinntcd  by  motives  of  wliicli  yon  c 
ilie  worth  and  value.  My  sole  wW\i  was,  thai 
man  should  not  enter  blindfold  on  ihe  same  ] 
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*     She  turned  from  tbem,  disnppenrcd  among  the  under- 
wood, and  was  seen  no  more. 

"  A  true  spceiinoii  of  woman  kind,"  said  her  father, 

looking  after  her,  "  who  would  give  the  cause  of  nations 

upi  rather  than  endanger  a  hair  of    her  lover's  head. — 

Toa,  Master  Pevcril,  doubtless,  hold  her  opinion,  that  the 

best  love  is  a  safe  lov j  ?" 

"Were  danger  alone  in  my  way,"  said  Peveril,  "  much 
wrprised  at  the  softened  tone  in  which  Bridgenorth  made 
this  observation,  *'  there  are  few  things  which  I  would 
not  face  to — to — deserve  your  good  opinion." 

"  Or  rather  to  win  my  daughter's  hand,"  said  Bridge- 
Bortb.  ''  AVell,  young  man,  one  thing  has  pleased  me  in 
jour  conduct,  though  of  much  I  have  my  reasons  to  com- 
pisio— one  thing  has  pleased  me.  You^ve  surmounted 
tbat  bounding  wall  of  aristocratical  pride,  in  which  your 
lather,  and,  I  suppose,  his  fuJiers,  remained  imprisoned, 
M  in  the  precincts  of  a  feudal  fortress — ^)*ou  have  leaped 
o^r  this  barrier,  and  shown  yourself  not  unwilling  to  ally 
7<Mrself  with  a  family,  whom  your  father  spurns  as  low- 
horn  and  ignoble." 

However  favourable  this  speech  sounded  towards  suc- 
c^  in  his  suit,  it  so  broadly  staled  the  consequences  of 
that  success  so  far  as  his  parents  were  concerned,  that 
Julian  felt  it  in  the  last  dogree  dilHcuIt  to  rq)ly.  At  length, 
perceiving  that  Major  Bridgenorth  seemed  resolved  qui- 
^ly  to  await  his  answer,  he  mustered  up  courage  to  say, 
"  The  feelings  which  1  entertain  towards  your  daughter, 
Master  Bridgenorth,  are  of  a  nature  to  supersede  many 
other  considerations,  to  which,  in  any  other  case,  I  should 
'^^c'  it  my  duty  to  give  the  most  reverential  attention.  I 
*'ll  not  disguise  from  you,  that  my  father's  prejudices 
■S^insl  such  a  match  would  he  very  strong  ;  but  I  devout- 
ly believe  they  would  disappear  wh(.*n  he  came  to  know 
tile  merit  of  Alice  Bridgenorth,  and  to  be  sensible  that 
•he  only  could  make  his  s^jn  happy." 

"  In  the  meanwhile,  you  are  desirous  to  complete  tho 
union  which  you  pro|)ose  without  the  knowledge  of  your 
parents,  and  take  the  chance  of  their  being  hereafter  ro 


» 
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conc!Ic(l  to  it  ?  So  T  undcrstniid,  from  the  proposal  vAm 
yon  made  but  lately  to  my  daughter." 

The  turns  of  human  nature,  and  of  human  passioa 
nrc  so  irre«;u1ar  and  unrertaiu,  that  nhhough  Julian  htH 
but  a  few  miiuites  before  urged  to  Alice  a  private  UNT 
ringe,  and  an  elopement  to  the  continent,  as  measoNl 
upon  which  the  whole  happiness  of  his  life  depended,  d| 
])roposaI  seemed  not  to  him  half  so  delightful  when  staled 
by  the  calm,  cold,  dictatorial  accents  of  Iter  father.  I 
sounded  no  longer  like  the  impulsed  of  ardent  passioi^ 
throwing  all  other  considerations  aside,  but  as  a  distiod 
surrender  of  the  dignity  of  bis  house  to  one  who  seemed M 
consider  their  relative  situation  as  the  triumph  of  Bridgi 
north  over  Peverii.  He  was  mute  for  a  moment,  in  dH 
vain  attempt  to  aiape  his  answer  so  as  at  once  to  intinni 
acquiescence  in  what  Bridgenorth  stated,  and  a  vindie* 
lion  of  his  own  regard  for  his  parents,  and  for  tlie  hoooM 
of  his  hoiise. 

'I'liis  delay  gave  rise  to  suspicion,  and  BridgcnortM 
rye  gleamed,  and  his  lip  quivered,  while  he  gave  vent  H 
it.  **  Ilark  ye,  young  man — deal  openly  with  meinthii 
matter,  if  you  would  not  have  me  think  you  the  execil' 
ble  villain  who  wotdd  have  seduced  an  unhappy  girl, 
der  promises  which  he  never  designed  to  fulfil.  IjCt 
but  sus))ect  this,  and  you  shall  see,  on  the  spot,  how  6l 
your  pride  and  your  pedigree  will  preserve  you  agaim 
the  just  vengeance  of  a  father." 

"  You  do  me  wrong,"  said  Pevcril — "  yon  do  rae  in- 
finite wrons:,  Major  Bridgenorth.  I  am  incapable  of  dM 
infamy  which  you  allude  to.  The  proposal  I  made  tt 
your  daughter  was  as  sincere  as  ever  was  offered  by  mai 
to  woman.  I  only  hesitated,  because  you  think  it  necet 
sary  to  examine  me  so  very  closely  ;  and  to  possess  youf 
self  of  all  my  purposes  and  sentiments,  in  their  fulles 
<^xtent,  without  explaining  to  me  the  tendency  of  yo8 


own." 


"  Your  proposal,  then,  shapes  iisiilf  thus,"  said  Bridge 

north  : — "  You  are  willinG;  to  lead  my  only  child  intoei 

•iie  from  her  native  country,  to  give  her  a  claim  to  kind 


"'  J 


Ai)d  yet,"  lie  connaued,  after  a  momentary 
''  so  little  do  I  value  the  goods  of  this  world,  that 
I  not  be  utterly  beyond  thy  power  to  reconcile  rac 
match  which  you  have  proposed  to  me,  however 
1  it  may  appear." 
iDvv  me  but  the  means  which  can  propitiate  your 

Major  Bridgenorth,"  said  Pcvcril, — ^'^  for  I  will 
ibt  tliat  tlkey  will  be  consistent  with  my  honour  and 
-and  you  shall  soon  see  how  eagerly  I  will  obey 
rections,  or  submit  to  your  condkions." 
ley  are  summed  in  few  words,"  answered  Bridge- 

^'  Be  an  honest  man,  and  the  friend  of  your  coun 

)  one  has  ever  doubted,"    replied  Pevcril,  "  that 
oth." 

irdon  me,"  replied  the  Major  ;  "  no  one  bis,  as 
IVL  you  show  yourself  either.  Interrupt  me  not — 
ioD  not  your  will  to  be  both  ;  but  you  have  bith- 
iitlier  had  the  light  nor  the  opportunity  necessary 
display  of  your  principles,  or  the  service  of  your 
^  You  have  lived  when  an  apathy  of  mind,  sue- 
J  to  the  agitations  of  the  Civil  War,  had  mado 
diflfereiit  to  state  affairs,  and  more  willing  to  culti- 
eir  own  ease,  than  to  stand  in  the  gap  when  the 
ras  pleading  witii  Israel.    But  we  are  Enzlishmen  : 
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tt:-;-       Hrrsven.  :lit  re -d*: red  the  Kins*s  course  of  E* 

r  .  .'.:  :V,i::'/.   ':i*  -ie-iei  ifi-'je  lo  his  bed  of  irediockj 
-  i :  \\  :..-:  i':-:  zv  *'•!  *:vn  cliiracceror  his  bi^coted 
r/.-i-.-.  -.vv  lirei  i^  ?."-e  it!.-::  5^>rt  rk(  monarch  shall 
rr-j  :  :-.  \.\f:  croTa  of  E"'r!ir»d.    This  is  a  critical  peiM^- 
n:  wi.  i  i;  rocc-Kir*!/  becomes  the  duty  of  all  meaf^' 
s'.*'-.t  :'>r.v3ri,  cicii  i.i  [:i5  d^zree  anJ  aid  in  rescuing d^' 
€:•-.. TV  wlilcri  iive  i!i  bin'.i."     Peveril  remembered  ihl; 
\\..:\y.\z  V. iiiv.il  lie  had  reccirod  from  Alice,  and  benthil^ 
•  v..  -  o.:  ill;.*  zrDu.iI,  '.v::!:  :.:]t  re'airninz  any  reply-    **  Hut' 
i-*  :*,  younz  iin:i/'  cn;i:i:i(it.'d  Bridgenorth,  after  a  paM 
— *-  <:  i  yo.inz  3s  ihi}u  art.  and  bound  by  no  ties  of  kind*  - 
r>r(j  pr  )Mi::Mcv  \vii!i  the  enemies  of  vour  country,  tod  eS 
\m  ::]i-r.'n(iy  hardened  to  l!ie  claims  she  nmy  form  on  JOI 
at  tills  crisis  ?'' 
^^     "  Ii  were  easy  to  answer  you  generally,  Major  Bridge' 
^■iv)rth,"  replied  Peveril — •*  It  were  easy  to  say  that  mf 
ri)iMirv  cannot   make  a  c]ai:n  on   me   which   1  will  Hi 
)ironi(itly  answer  at  tiie  risk  of  lands  and   life.      BuCii 
(iriiliii::  ill 'I. 7  zenLrciliv,  wc  should  but  deceive  each  othe& 
\Vlj:)t  is  the  nature  of  this  call  ?  Bv  whom  is  it  to  be  souod- 
cm!  ?    And  wiiat  are  to  be  the  results  ?    for  I  think  yoi 
liavt;  already  seen  enoui^h  of  the  evils  of  civil  war,  tobt 
wnry   of  a^ain   awakening  hs  terrors  in  a  peaceful  aid 
hn[)|)y  country." 

"  They  tiiat  arc  drenched  wnh  poisonous  narcoficsi" 
said  the  .Slajor,  "  nuist  be  awakened  by  their  physiciaMb 
ilif)ii':;li  it  were  with  liie  sound  of  the  tnunpet.  Better 
tliiii  men  shoidd  (lie  bravely,  with  their  arms  in  their  handib 
lik(*  fn*e-horn  Kn;z;}ishmen,  than  that  they  should  slide  iiH 
to  iIh:  hloodlcss  hul  dishonoured  c;rave  which  slavery  opeM 
for  its  vassals — But  it  is  not  of  war  that  I  was  about  IS 
s))eak,"  lie  added,  assuming:  a  milder  tone.  '^TheerOl 
of  which  Knf;1and  now  complains,  arc  such  as  can  bt 
rcmrilird  hy  the  wholesome  administration  of  her  owl 
laws,  evrn  in  the  state  in  which  thev  are  still  suffered  II 
exJNt.  I  lave  these  laws  not  a  right  to  the  support  of  eveij 
iiidi villi lal  who  lives  under  them  }  Have  they  not  a  ri^ 
to  yourh  ?" 
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As  be  seemed  to  panse  for  an  sDsirer.  Pererl!  re7<I-ed. 
"^Ihaveto  learn,  Major  Bridjcn^.nb.  hew  the  I^tkb  z-{ 
Eaglnd  have  become  so  far  n-ejr:e.':eJ  C5 :?  n^'zin  5-jrii 
npport  as  mine.  When  ihai  is  imde  p'.il^  •.-•  xe,  ro 
Dan  will  more  will i n  zl  v  di st li  ■ :  r ze  i  :?•?  d  -j:  v  i-  f  t  fir  1:' J 
German  to  the  law  as  well  a*  tiio  Kir  2.  Bj:  :--r  li-srs 
of  Endand  are  under  the  SMtirciiEr^iliin  cf  ■.  :rri:  tid 
learned  judges,  and  of  a  2:r:-.riri?  r.i^'^^nhJ^ 

"  And  of  a  House  of  Conrno:!?."  i:::-rr:i»:e-::  B.-Ifr^ 

■ 

north,  "  no  longer  dolins  upon  re^l^»^ed  nyjzi^rr'LT.  i»rt 
ivakened,  as  with  a  pejl  of  ihJinler.  !d  iht  per!<»ui  ^:i'-* 
of  our  religion,  and  of  our  frctdoin.  1  _r':*==:  :-j  tv-t 
own  conscience,  Ju'ian  Pever!!.  w!i:-!Ler  ::/:5  iTiiM:-. r 
Wuiot  been  in  time,  since  y>»j  yrrirs^if  #:r::T.  i-.i  -  >-i 
better  ihan  you,  the  secret  b'Jl  r  pid  5Tr'fe5  «:/i:-  R:--:.-=r 
Iws  made  lo  erect  her  Da  son  of  i  iol-trj'  -.t  :'.::••:  v:r  Pr-in 
eaim  land." 

Hi're  Julian  secinz,  or  l!iln\i :.'  he  r^T.  trj-s  crif:  vf 
Brill  jpnorlli's  suspicions,  ln<:<n:jd  to  o\c  ij^Te  h:'i.ir::f 
ffom  the  thought  of  fuvouri:i?  the  Rr.r-.^n  Caiir^^lic  r-:- 
li^ion.  "  It  is  true,"  he  sr.id,  *'  I  h^ivr.  Lt'n  er^'jcv.rd 
'nafarnilv  wlicrc  thut  faith  is  profv=>=-ed  bv  r-^c-  r/>r.-*>  ;:*:'! 
>n<"vj(iual,  ami  that  I  have  iiiice  iraveikd  i.i  Pij-r^-'i «".  ::.- 
tries;  but  even  f.r  these  verv  rer^s-o::*  I  h'*.*?  s-':*:r:  P-. :-;- 
"7^00  closely  to  be  fricridly  V)  ii?  ic-ntt:?.  T^'r  r.'r'."y 
of  the  laymen — the  pcrsovcrinz  r.rts  of  if.e  r'::-:r-.i#v/'i — 
*l>c  perpetual  iiitrizue  for  llic  cri!'.:.-!'^::  of  t!-e  for'r> 
without  the  spirit  of  religion — tli'.-  i!^'i-jj-'*i'j:i  of  tj.ii 
church  over  the  ronscitntcs  of  i:-en — u:iii  U*.r  i:r:p:o'is 
pretensions  to  infallibility,  arc  p?  iiif:o\:bi<f:nl  ro  my  r.'i::.-! 
as  they  can  seem  to  yours,  with  conn  no  n  se  :.£<:.  ratir^r.al 
liberty,  freedom  of  conscience,  and  pure  ruii^^io::." 

"  S|>oken  like  the  son  of  your  exrelKnt  n.otl.'.-r  I"  -rsld 

Brirlgrnorti!.  «:ra«pin*^  his  hand  ;  '•  for  \\]:f:—'j  -.:Vo  1  ]i''.\*: 

consented  10  tiidurc  so  much  frorri  your  \,fu-(  imr'rjtijt'rd, 

even  w hen  the  means  of  rrf|uit:il  urn*  in  tuv  o*.vn  luin'!.*' 

"  It  WTis  indi»0(l  fmm  tho  in -t ructions  of  i'j;it  exr»:l!«;ni 

pan'tit."  s;iid  Peveril,  "^^  llial  I  v.ub  limIi^-cI,  iii  my  i.-cii!y 
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youth,  to  resist  and  repel  tlie  insidious  attacks  madeil* 
my  religious  fuilh  by  the  Catholic  priests  into  whose  cott*  W 
pany  I  was  necessarily  thrown.  Like  her,  I  trust  toll**  1 
and  die  in  d)e  faith  of  the  reformed  Church  ot^D^vi^    I 

<'  The  Ciiurch  of  England  !"  said  Bridgcnort^dfor    1 
])ing  his  young  friend's  hand,  but  presently  resumiiig  it'**    | 
"  Alas  !  that  churcl),  as  now  constituted,  usurps  scuc^ 
less  tlian  Rome  herself  upon  men^s  consciences  and  lib- 
erties ;  yet,  out  of  the  weakness  of  this  lialf-reibmicd 
church,  may  God  he  ))]eased  to  work  out  deliverance  to 
England,  and  praise  to  Himself.     I  must  not  forget,  tba^ 
one  wlu^se  ser.  ices  have  been  in  the  cause  incalculable* 
wears  the  garb  of  an  Englisii  priest,  and  hath  had  Epis^ 
copal  ordination.     It  is  not  for  us  to  challenge  the  instnt^ 
ment,  so  that  our  escape  is  achieved  from  the  net  of  tb0 
bwler.     Enough,  that  I  find  thee  not  as  yet  enligfatened 
nth  the  purer  doctrine,  but  prepared  to  profit  by  it  when 
the  spark  shall  reach  thee.     Enough,  in  especial,  that  I 
find  tliee  willing  to  uplift  thy  testimony,  to  cry  aloud  and 
spare  not  against  the  errors  and   arts  of  the  Church  of 
Home.      But  remember,  what  thou  hast  now  said,  thoa 
wilt  soon  be  called  upon  to  justify,  in  a  manner  the  moil 
solemn — the  most  awful." 

"  What  1  have  said,"  replied  Julian  Peveril,  "  being 
the  unbiassed  sentiments  of  my  heart,  shall,  upon  no  proper 
occasion,  want  the  support  of  my  open  avowal  ;  and  I 
thi.ik  it  strange  you  should  doubt  me  so  far." 

"  1  doubt  thee  not,  my  young  friend,"  said  Bridge- 
north  ;  '*  and  1  trust  to  see  thy  name  rank  high  amongst 
those  by  whom  tiie  prey  shfiH  be  rent  from  the  mighty. 
At  present,  thy  prejudices  occupy  thy  mind  like  the  strong 
kec])er  of  the  house  mentioned  in  Scripture.  But  there 
sh:ill  come  a  stronger  than  he,  and  make  forcible  entry, 
displaying  on  the  iKittlements  that  sign  of  faith  in  which 
alone  there  is  found  salvation. — Waich,  hope,  and  prayy 
tiK:t  the  hour  may  come!" 

There  was  a  jKiuse  in  the  conversation,  which  was  first 
broken  by  Peveril.  "  You  have  spoken  to  me  in  riddleSi 
3fajf)r  Bridgcnorth  ;  and  1  have  asked  you  for  no  cxpl^ 
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nation.  Listen  to  a  caution  on  niy  part,  given  witli  tlic 
roost  sincere  good-will.  Take  a  hint  from  mc,  and  be- 
lieve it,  though  it  is  darkly  cxjirc^jscd.  Vou  are  lierc — 
at  least  are  believed  to  be  here — on  ati  errand  dangerous 
to  the  Lord  qf  the  Island.  That  danger  will  be  retorted 
00  yourscir,  if  you  make  Man  long  your  place  of  resi- 
dence.   Be  warned,  and  depart  in  time." 

**  And  leave  my  daughter  to  the  guardianship  of  Julian 
Peveril  ?    Runs  not  your  counsel  so,  young  man  ?"  an- 
roereti  Bridgenorth.     "  Trust  my  safety,  Julian,  to  my 
owQ  prudence.     I  have  been  accustomed  to  guide  myself 
tliroHgh  worse  dangers  than   now  environ  me.      But  I 
^ankyou  for  your  caution,  which  I  am  willing  to  believo 
^^  at  least  partly  disinterested." 
"  We  do  not,  then,  part  in  anger  ?"  said  Peveril. 
"  Not  in  anger,  my  son,"   said  Bridgenorth,  "  but  in  ^ 
'ovc  and  strong  affection.     For  my  daughter,  thou  musiflp 
forbear  every  thought  of  seeing  her,  save  through  me.     I 
iccept  not  thy  suit,  neither  do  I  reject.it  ;  only  tliis  I  in- 
finite to  you,  that  he  who  would  be  my  son,  must  first 
show  himself  the  true  nnd  loving  child  of  his  oppressed 
and  deluded  country.     Farewell  !  do  not  answer  me  now, 
(I'lou  art  yet  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  it  may  be  that 
strife  (which  I  desire  not)  should  fall  between  us.     Thou 
sljalt  hear  of  me  sooner  than  thou  thinkest  for." 

He  shook  Peveril  heartily  by  the  hand,  and  again  bid 
him  farewell,  leaving  him  under  the  confused  and  mingled 
impression  of  pleasure,  doubt,  and  wonder.  Not  a  little 
surprised  to  find  himself  so  far  in  the  good  graces  of 
Alice^s  father,  that  his  suit  was  even  favoured  with  a  soit  of 
negative  encouragement,  he  could  not  help  suspecting,  as 
well  from  the  language  of  the  daughter  as  of  the  father,  that 
Bridgenorth  was  desurous,  as  the  price  of  his  favour,  that 
be  should  adopt  some  line  of  conduct  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  in  which  he  had  been  educated. 

*'  You  need  not  fear,  Alice,"  he  said  in  his  heart  ; 
"  not  even  your  hand  would  I  purchase  by  aught  which 
resembled  unworthy  or  truckling  compliance  with  tenets 
which  my  heart  disowns  ;  and  well  I  know,  were  I  mean 
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"  Thrice  welcome,  Sir  Kniglit  of  Dames,"  said  tWc 
Earl ;  "  here  you  rove  gallantly,  and  at  free  will,  throu£;li 
our  dominions,  fulfilling  of  appointments,  and  achieving 
amorous  adventures  ;  while  we  arc  condemned  to  sit  in 
Qor  rojal  halls,  as  dull  and  as  immovable  as  if  our  Majesty 
WIS  carved  on  the  stern  of  some  Manx  smuggling  dogger, 
and  christened  the  King  Arthur  of  Ramsey." 

**  Nay,  in  that  case  yon  would  take  the  sea,"  said  Ju- 
lian, "  and  so  enjoy  travel  and  adventure  enough." 

**  Oh,  but  suppose  me  wind-bound,  or  detained  in  har- 
bour by  a  revenue  pink,  or  ashore,  if  you  like  it,  and  lying 
Insh  and  dry  upon  the  sand.  Imagine  the  royal  image 
in  die  dullest  of  all  predicaments,  and  you  have  nut 
equalled  mine." 

"  1  am  happy  to  hear,  at  least,  that  you  have  had  no 
liisagrecable  employment,"  said  Julian  ;  "  the  morning's 
■lonn  has  blown  over,  1  suppose  ?"  {^ 

^  In  faith  it  has,  Julian  ;  and  our  close  inquiries  cannot 
find  any  cause  for  the  apprehended  insurrection.  Tiiat 
Bridgenorth  is  in  the  island  seems  certain  ;  but  private 
sfi^irsof  consequence  are  alleged  as  the  cause  of  his  visit ; 
Mdlam  not  desirous  to  have  him  arrested  unless  I  could 
prove  some  malpractices  against  him  and  his  companions. 
In  fact,  it  would  seem  we  had  taken  the  alarm  too  soon. 
My  mother  speaks  of  consulting  you  on  the  subject,  Ju- 
™  ;  and  I  will  not  anticipate  her  solemn  communication. 
It  will  be  partly  apologetical,  1  sup{)ose  ;  for  wc  begin  to 
fck  our  retreat  rather  unroyal,  and  that,  like  the  wicked, 
^  have  fled  when  no  n»an  pursued.  This  idea  afllicts 
^J  mother,  who,  as  a  Queen-Dowager,  a  Queen-Rcgeni, 
a  heroine,  and  a  woman  in  general,  would  be  extremely 
"wrtiCed  to  think  that  her  preci|>itate  retreat  hither  had 
^^posed  her  to  the  ridicule  of  the  islanders  ;  and  she  is 
o^'oncerted  and  out  of  humour  acrordincly.  In  the 
meaiuvhile,  my  sole  amusement  has  been  tlio  griuKices 
^od  fantastic  gestures  of  that  ape  Fenella,  who  is  more 
°^tof  humour,  and   more  absurd,  in  consequence,  than 
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yhii  ever  snw  her.     Alorris  says,  it  is  because  yon  piM  * 

lier  down  stairs,  Julian — how  is  that  ?*' 

"  Nay,  Morris  has  misrc]X)rte(l  me,**  answered  JaEUf 
"  I  did  but  lift  her  up  stairs  to  be  rid  of  her  inipoitiBiqfy 
for  she  chose,  in  her  way,  to  contest  my  going  abroiliB 
such  an  obstinate  manner,  that  I  bad  no  other  mode* 
getiing  rid  of  her." 

"  She  must  have  supposed  your  departure,  at  a  monctf 
so  critical,  was  dangerous  to  the  state  of  our  garrisoBi 
answered  the  Earl  ;  **  it  shows  how  dearly  she  esteefl* 
my  mother's  safety,  how  highly  she  rates  your  prowess.-* 
But,   thank   Heaven,   there  sounds  the  dinner-bell.    ■ 
would  the  philoso|)hers,  who  6nd  a  sin  and  waste  of  dm^ 
in  good  cheer,  could  devise  us  any  pastime  half  so  agree* 
able." 

The  meal  which  the  young  Earl  had  thus  longed  bTf 
I  as  a  means  of  ooDsmning    a    portion  of  the  time  wUcb 
hung  heavy  on  his  hands,  was  soon  over ;  as  soon,  at  leafltf 
as  the  habitual  and  stately  formality  of  the  Countes/s 
liousehold  ])ermitted.     She  herself,  accompanied  by  her 
gentlewomen  and  attendants,  retired  early  aAer  the  tabhi 
were  drawn  ;  and  the  young  gentlemen  were  left  to  their 
own  company.     Wine  had,  for  the  moment,  no  charms  ' 
for  either ;  for  the  Earl  was  out  of  spirits  from  ennui  and 
impatience  of  his  monotonous  and  solitary  course  of  life; 
and  the  events  of  the  day  had  given  Pcvcril  too  much 
matter  for  reflection,  to  permit  his  starting  amusing  or  in- 
teresting topics  of  conversation.     After  having  passed  the 
flask  in  silence  betwixt  them  once  or  twice,  they  withdrew 
each  into  a  separate  embrasure  of  the  windows  of  the 
dining  apartment,  which,  such  was  the  extreme  thickness 
of  the  wall,  were  deep  enough  to  afford  a  solitary  recess, 
separated,  as  it  were,  from  tlie  chamber  itself.     In  one  of 
these  sat  the  Earl  of  Derby,  busied  in  looking  over  some 
of  the  new  publications  which  had  been  forwarded  from 
London  ;  and  at  intervals  confessing  how  little  power  oi 
interest  these  had  for  him,  by  yawning  fearfully  as  be 
looked  out  on  the  solitary  expanse  of  waters,  which,  savff 
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f      far  the  flight  of  a  flock  of  sea-gulls,  or  of  a  solitary  cor- 
morant, offered  so  little  of  variety  to  engage  his  attention. 
Peveril,  on  his  part,  held  a  pamphlet  also  in  his  hand, 
without  giving,  or  afTccting  to  give  it,  even  his  occasional 
^     attention.      His  whole  soul  turned  upon  the  interview 
'■■i,      whicb  he  had  had  that  day  with  Alice  Bridgenorth,  and 
vhh  her  father  ;  while  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  form 
'  •:       my  hypothesis  which  could  explain  to  him  why  the  daugh- 
ter, to  whom  be  had  no  reason  to  think  himself  indifferent, 
V      sIkhiU  have  been  so  suddenly  desirous  of  their  eternal 
separation,  while  her  father,  whose  op|>osition  he  so  much 
tireaded,  seemed  to  be  at  least  tolerant  of  his  addresses. 
He  could  only  suppose,  in  explanation,  that  Major  Bridgc- 
":        north  had  some  plan  in  prospect,  which  it  was  in  his  own 
poft'er  to  further  or  to  impede  ;  while,  fi*om  the  demean- 
^  and  indeed  the  language,  of  Alice,  he  had  but  too 
onch  reason  to  apprehend  that  her  father's  favour  could  « 
-only  be  conciliated  by  something,  on  his  own  part,  ap- 
proQcbing  to  dereliction  of  principle.     But  by  no  conjec- 
ture which  he  could  form,  could  he  make  the  least  guess 
concerning  the  nature  of  that  compliance,  of  which  Bridge- 
north  seemed  desirous.     He  could  not  imagine,  notwitli- 
fltanding  Alice  had  s|K>ken  of  treachery,  that  her  father 
would  dare  to  propose  to  him  uniting  in  any  plan  by  which 
the  safety  of  tiie  Countess,  or  the  security  of  her  little 
kingdom  of  Man,  was  to  be  endangered.     This  carried 
such  indelible  disgrace  in  the  front,  that  he  could  not  sup- 
pose the  scheme  proposed  to  him  by  any  who  was  not  pi'e- 
parcd  to  defend  with  his  sword,  ii}K)n  the  s})ot,  so  flagrant 
an  insult  offered  to  his  honour.     And  such  a  proceed- 
ing was  totally  inconsistent  with  the  conduct  of  Major 
Bridgenorth  in  every  other  respect ;  besides  his  being  too 
calm  and  cold-blooded  to  permit  of  his  putting  a  mortal 
afTront  upon  the  son  of  his  old  neiglibour,  to  whose  mother 
he  confessed  so  much  of  obligation. 

While  Peveril  in  vain  endeavoured  to  extract  some- 
thing like  a  probable  theory  out  of  the  hints  thrown  out 
by  die  father  and  by  the  daughter — not  without  the  addi- 
tional and  lover-like  labour  of  endeavouring  to  reconcile 
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his  passion  to  his  honour  and  conscience — he  feh  lOW' 
thing  gently  pull  him  by  the  cloak.  He  unclasped  )k 
arms,  which,  in  meditation,  had  been  folded  on  his  boaoB; 
and  withdrawing  his  eyes  from  the  vacant  prospect  of  m- 
coast  and  sea  which  they  perused,  without  mucheoi- 
sciousness  upon  whnt  they  rested,  he  beheld  beside  Itf 
the  little  dumb  maiden,  the  elfin  Fenella.  She  was  sestd 
on  a  low  cushion  or  stool,  with  which  she  had  nestled  clan 
to  PeveriPs  side,  and  had  remained  there  for  a  short  space 
of  time,  expecting,  no  doubt,  he  would  become  consciooi 
of  her  presence  ;  until,  tired  of  remaining  unnoticed,  sbe 
at  length  solicited  his  attention  in  the  manner  which  we 
have  described.  Startled  out  of  his  reverie  by  this  ioli- 
mation  of  her  presence,  he  looked  down,  and  could  noti 
without  interest,  behold  tiiis  singular  and  helpless  being* 

Her  hair  was  unloosened,  and  streamed  over  her  shoul- 
ders in  such  length,  that  much  of  it  lay  upon  the  groundf 
and  in  such  quantity,  that  it  formed  a  dark  veil,  or  shadoWy 
not  only  around  her  face,  but  over  her  whole  slender  and 
minute  form.     From  the  profusion  of  her  tresses  looked 
fortli  her  small  and  dark,  but  well-formed  features,  tc^etb- 
cr  with  the  large  and  brilliant  black  eyes ;  and  her  whole 
countenance  was  com])osed  into  the  imploring  look  of  one 
who  is  doubtful  of  the  reception  she  is  about  to  meet  with 
from  a  valued  friend,  while  she  confesses  a  fault,  pleads 
an  apology,  or  solicits  a  reconciliation.     In   short,  the 
whole  fiice  was  so  much  alive  with  expression,  that  Julian, 
though  her  aspect  was  so  familiar  to  him,  could  hardly 
persuade  himself  but  that  her  countenance  w*as  entirely 
new.     The  wild,  fantastic,  elvish  vivacity  of  the  features, 
seemed  totally  vanished,  and  had  given  place  to  a  sorrow- 
ful, tender,  and  pathetic  cast  of  countenance,  aided  by 
the  expression  of  the  large  dark  eyes,  which,  as  they  were 
turned  up  towards  Jidian,  glistened   with  moisture,  that, 
nevertheless,  did  not  overflow  the  evelids. 

Conceiving  that  her  unwonted  manner  arose  from  a 
recollection  of  the  dispute  which  had  taken  place  betwixt 
them  in  the  moruiiii^,  Pevcril  was  anxious  to  restore  the  lit- 
tle maiden's  craictv.  bv  ma  kins;  her  sensible  that  there  dwel' 
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on  his  mind  no  unplcasiiig  rccollcciion  of  ihcir  quarrel. 
He  smiled  kiadiy,  ar.d  sIi.yok  licr  hand  in  one  of  his  ; 
while,  willi  the  faniiliariiy  of  one  wlio  hud  known  her  from 
childhood,  be  stroked  down  her  long  dark  tresses  with  the 
>  other.  She  stooped  her  head,  as  it' abhaiiied,  and,  at  the 
^.  nme  time,  gratiaed  with  ins  caresses — and  he  was  thus 
ioduced  to  continue  them,  until,  under  the  veil  of  her  rich 
aodahmidant  locks,  he  suddenly  fell  his  odier  hand,  which 
iho  still  held  fast  in  hers,  sliglilly  touched  with  her  lips, 
tiuli  at  the  same  time,  moistened  with  a  tear. 

At  once,  and  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  the  danger  of 
iKiiig  misinterpreted  in  his  faniiliarity  with  a  creature  to 
vhoiu  the  usual  modes  of  explanation  were  a  blank,  oc- 
cura'd  to  Julian's  mind ;  and,  hastily  withdrawing  his  hand, 
•nd  changing  bis  posture,  he  asked  of  her,  by  a  sign  wliich 
^u^m  had  rendered  familiar,  whether  she  brought  any 
'J       >uessage  to  him  from  the  Countess.     In  an  instant  Fenel- 
I       Ia's  whole  deportment  was  changed.     She  started  up,  and 
■?       'fraiigtJ  herself  in  her  seat  with  the  rapidity  of  light- 
*        iiiog;  and,  at  the  same  moment,  with  one  turn  of  her  hand, 
I       hraided  her  length  of  locks  into  a  natural  head-dress  of 
if       Ae  most  beautiful  kind.     There  was,  indeed,  when  she 
laokcd  up,  a  blush  still  visible  on  her  dark  features  ;  but 
tlieir  melancholy  and  languid  expres:>ion  had  given  place 
lo  that  of  wild  and     restless    vivacity,  which  was  most 
common  to  them.     Her  eyes  gleamed  with  more  than  their 
wonted  fire,  and  her  glances  were  more  piercingly  wild 
and   unsettled  than   usual.     To  Julian's  inquiry  she  an- 
swered by  laying  her  hand  on  her  heart — a  motion  by 
which  she  always  indicated  the  Countess — and  rising,  and 
taking  the  direction  of  her  aj)artment,  she  made  a  sign  to 
Julian  to  follow  her. 

The  distance  was  not  great  betwixt  the  dining  aj)art- 
inent,  and  that  to  which  Peveril  now  foHowcd  his  mute 
guide  ;  yet,  in  going  thither,  he  had  lime  enough  to  suffer 
cruelly  from  the  sudden  suspicion,  that  this  unhappy  girl 
liad  misinterpreted  the  uniform  kindness  with  which  he 
had  treated  her,  and  hence  come  to  regard  him  with  feel- 
ings more  tender  than  those   which  belong  to  friendship. 
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The  misery  which  such  a  passion  was  likely  to  oc 
n  creature  in  her  helpless  situation,  and  actuated 
livdy  feelings,  was  great  enough  to  make  him  refi 
to  the  suspicion  which  pressed  itself  upon  hi 
while,  at  tlie  same  time,  he  formed  liie  internal  i 
so  to  conduct  himself  towards  Fcnclla,  as  to  cb 
misplaced  sentiments,  if  indeed  she  unhappily  ei 
them  towards  him. 

When  they  reached  the  Counttss's  apartm 
found  her  with  writing  im))lements,  and  many  si 
ters,  before  her.  She  received  Julian  with  her  w 
ness  ;  and  having  caused  him  to  be  seated,  be< 
the  mute  to  resume  her  needle.  In  an  instant 
was  seated  at  an  embroidering- frame  ;  where,  b 
movement  of  her  dexterous  fingers,  she  might  lu 
cd  a  statue,  so  little  did  she  move  from  her  wo 
head  or  eye.  As  her  infirmity  rendered  her  pr 
bar  to  tlie  most  confidential  conversation,  the 
proceeded  to  address  Peveril  as  if  they  had  bee 
idone  together.  "  Julian,"  she  said,  *'  1  am  not  r 
to  complain  to  you  of  the  sentiments  and  conduc 
by.  He  is  your  friend — he  is  my  son.  He  has 
of  heart  and  vivacity  of  talent  ;  and  yet " 

"  Dearest  lady,"  said  Peveril,  "  why  will  yo 
yourself  with  fixing  your  eye  on  deficiencies  wi 
rather  from  a  change  of  times  and  manners,  thai 
generacy  of  my  noble  friecid  ?  Let  him  be  once 
in  his  duty,  wheUicr  in  peace  or  war,  and  let  roi 
penalty  if  he  acquits  not  himself  becoming  his 
tion."      ^ 

"  Ay,"  replied  the  Countess  ;  "  hui  when  wi 
%  of  duty  prove  superior  to  lliat  of  the  most  idle 
indulgence  which  can  serve  to  drive  over  the  la 
His  father  was  of  another  fnould  ;  and  how  ofi 
my  lot  to  entreat  that  he  would  spare,  from  the 
charge  of  those  duties  which  his  high  station 
die  relaxation  absolutely  necessary  to  recruit  I 
and  his  spirits  !" 
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"  Still,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Pcveril,  "  you  must  al- 
kir,  that  the  dnties  to  which  the  times  summoned  your 
late  honoured  lord,  were  of  a  more  stirring,  as  well  as  a 
more  peremptory  cast,  than  those  which  awtiit  your  son.^ 
**  I  know  not  that,"  said  the  Countess.     '*  The  wheel 
ippears  to  be  again  revolvi^ng  ;  and  the  present  period  is 
ootaniikely  to  bring  back  such  scenes  as  my  younger  years 
witnessed. — Well,  be  it  so  ;  they  will  not  find  Charlotte 
de  k  Tremouillc  broken  in  sj)irit,  though  depressed  by 
years.    It  was  even  on  this  subject  I  would  speak  with 
you,  my  young  friend.     Since  our  first  early  acquaintance 
^wbeii  I  saw  your  gallant  behaviour  as  1  issued  forth  to 
your  childish  eye,  like  an  apparition,  from  my  place  of 
concealment  in  your  father's  castle — it  has  pleased  me  to 
think  you  a  true  son  of  Stanley  and  Peveril.     I  trust  your 
oorturc  in  this  family  has  been  ever  suited  to  the  esteem 
>      n  which  I  hold  you. — Nay,  I  desire  no  thanks.     I  have 
\     to  require  of  you,  in  return,  a  piece  of  service,  not  per- 
haps entirely  safe  to  yourself,  but  which,  as  times  are 
cntumstanced,  no  person  is  so  well  able  to  render  to  my 
house." 

^  You  have  been  ever  my  good  and  noble  lady,"  an- 
swered Peveril,  "  as  well  as  my  kind,  and  I  may  say  ma- 
ternal, protectress.      You  have  a  right  to  command  tlio 
t     blood  of  Stanley  in  the  veins  of  every  one — ^\'ou  have  a 
f™*'8«nd  rights  to  command  it  in  mrne."*'* 

4Iy  advices  from  England."  said  the  Countess,  "  re- 
)le  more  the  dreams  of  a  sick  man,  than  the  regular 
^formation  which  I  might  have  expected  from  such  cor- 
respoudents  as  mine ; — their  expressions  are  like  those  of 

PmcQ  wlio  ^valk  in  tll^ir  sleep,  and  speak  by  snatches  of 
^'I'at  passes  in  their  dreams.  It  is  said,  a  plot,  real  or 
"CtiiiouSf.Hl^  been  detected  amongst  the  C^illiolics,  wtuch 
I**  S|»retcf'iiy  wider,  and  more  uncoutroUable  terror, 
than  ihjjt  of  the  fifth  of  Novejuber.  Its  ouiiincs  seem 
utterly  hi^redible,  and  are  only  supported  hy  the  evidence 
of  wr^hes,  the  meanest  and  most  worthless  in  the  crea- 
t^on;  Vet  it  is  received  by  the  credulous  people  of  £ng- 
^i  with  tlic  most  undoubting  belief." 
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"  Tills  is  a  singular  delusion,  to  rise  witbou 
ground/'  answered  Julian. 

"  I  am  no  bi^ol,  cousin,  though  a  Catliolic," 
Countess.  '^  I  have  long  feared  that  the  well- 
of  our  priests  for  i,ncrcasing  converts,  wcil 
them  the  suspicion  of  the  English  nation.  T 
have  been  renewed  with  double  ener2:v  since  t 
York  conformed  to  the  Cniiiolic  Aiiih  ;  and 
event  has  doubled  tlie  hate  and  jealousy  of  t 
ants.  So  far,  1  fear,  there  may  be  j'ist  cans 
cion,  that  the  Duke  is  a  better  Catliohc  than  i 
man,  and  that  bigotry  has  involved  hi:n,  asave 
needy  greed  of  a  j)rodigal,  has  cngac;ed  his 
relations  with  France,  wiiereof  England  ma; 
much  reason  to  complain.  But  the  gross, 
palpable  fabrications  of  conspiracy  and  mui 
Hnd  fire — the  imarinarv  armies — ^tho  intended 
— form  a  collection  of  falsehoods,  ti>al  one  i 
thought  indigestible,  even  by  the  coarse  app( 
vuNj'ar  for  the  marvellous  and  horrible  ;  but 
nevertheless,  received  as  truth  by  both  Hoiis 
liament,  and  questioned  by  no  one  who  is 
escape  the  odious  appellation  of  friend  to  the 
pists,  and  favourer  of  their  infernal  schemes  c 

"  But  what  say  those  wlio  are  most  likely  t 
od  by  these  wild  reports  ?"  said  Julian.  "  W 
En2;lish  Catholics  themselves  ? — a  numerous  8 
bodv,  comprisins:  so  manv  noble  names  ?" 

"  Their  hearts  are  dead  within  them,"  said 
toss.  "  Tln'y  nre  like  sheep  penned  up  in  tin 
tli,Tt  the  butcher  may  lake  his  ci)oice  anions 
the  obscure  and  brief  communications  which 
by  a  secure  hand,  they  do  but  anticipate  theii 
ruin,  and  ours — so  general  is  the  lieprcssion, « 
the  despair." 

"But  the  King,"  saiti  Pcvoril, — "  ilie  Kii 
Protestant  royalists — what  say  they  to  th 
temjiest  ?" 


J* 


**  Charles,"   replied  the  Countess,   **  with  hi»  bsqiI 

iclfiih  prudence,  truckles  to  the  storm ;  and  will  let  cord 

tod  axe  do  tlieir  work  on  tlie  most  innocent  men  in  his 

domhnoDs,  rather  than  k»e  an  hour  of  pleasure  in  attempi- 

ing  their  rescue.     And,  for  the  roralists,  either  thev  hare 

tu^  the  general  delirium  which  has  seized  on  Protes- 

tHU  m  general,  or  they  stand  akx>f  and  neutral,  afraid 

to  flhov  any  interest  in  the  unhappy  Catholics,  lest  they 

ha  judged  altogether  such  as  themselves,  and  abettors  of 

^  fearful  conspiracy  in  which  they  are  alk-eed  to  be 

^gaged.     In  fact,  I  cannot  blame  them.     It  is  hard  to 

npect  tliat  mere  compassion  for  a  persecuted  sect^-or, 

what  is  yet  more  rare,  an  abstract  love  of  justice^ — should 

^  powerful  enough  to  ensase  men  to  expose  them- 

kIvcs  to  the  awakened  fury  of  a  whole  people  ;  for,  in 

-  ^  present  state  of  general  agitation,  whoever  disbelieves 

|ne  least  tittle  of  the  enormous  improbabilities  which  hive 

^n  jBccuinulated  by  these  wretched  informers,  is  instant- 

V  hunted  down,  as  one  who  would  smother  the  discovery 

"the Plot.     It  is  indeed  an  awful  tempest ;  and,  remote 

"f  *^e  lie  irom  its  sphere,  we  must  expect  soon  to  feel  its 

eflects.'' 

/'  Lord  Derby  already  told  me  something  of  this," 
^1^  Julian  ;  "  and  that  there  were  azents  in  this  island 
^(iOs«  object  was  to  excite  insurrection." 

Yes,"  answered  the  Countess,  and  her  eye  flashed 
°'^  OS  she  spoke  ;  "  and  had  my  advice  been  listened  to, 
^'.®y  had  been  apprehended  in  the  very  fact ;  and  so  dealt 
^Im],  as  to  be  a  warning  to  all  others  how  they  soiieht 
tins  independent  principality  on  such  an  errand.  But 
'''^y  ^^on,  who  is  generally  so  culpably  negligent  of  his  own 
*uHirs,  was  pleased  to  assume  the  manaeement  of  them 
"P^n  this  crisis." 

*   I  am  happy  to  learn,  madam,"    answered  Peveril, 
tuut  the  measures  of  precaution  which  my  kinsman  has 
*^^Ptcd,  have  had  tlie  complete  effocl  of  disconcerting 
"*«  Conspiracy." 
S2      VOL.  I. 
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"  For  the  present,  Julian ;  but  they  should  have 
such  as  would  have  made  the  boldest  tremUey  to  lli4 
of  such  infringement  of  our  rights  in  future.  But  Ml^ 
by's  present  plan  is  fraught  with  greater  danger;  aodj^ 
there  is  something  in  it  of  gallantry,  which  has  mjr  ^m 
pailiy."  •: 

"  What  is  it,  madam  ?*'    inquired  Julian,  anxi 
"  and  in  what  can  1  aid  It,  or  avert  its  dangers?" 

'*  He  purposes,"  said  the  Countess,  "  instantly  to 
forth  for  London.  He  is,  he  says,  not  merely  tlie 
chief  of  a  small  island,  but  one  of  tfie  noble  Peen 
£ngland,  who  must  not  renrNiin  in  the  security  of  an 
scure  and  distant  Castle,  when  his  name,  or  that  of  Hi 
mother,  is  slandered  before  his  Prince  and  people.  Hti 
will  take  his  place,  he  says,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  wm 
publicly  demand  justice  for  the  insult  thrown  on  his  hooi^ 
by  perjured  and  interested  witnesses." 

*^  It  is  a  generous  resolution,  and  worthy  of  my  frieodi^ 
said  Julian  Pevcril.  *'  I  will  go  with  him,  and  share  fail 
fate,  be  it  what  it  may." 

''Alas!  foolish  boy,"  answered  the  Countess,  "tf^ 
well  may  you  ask  a  hungry  lion  to  feel  compassion,  is  I 
prejudiced  and  furious  people  to  do  justice.  They  lit 
like  the  madman  at  the  height  of  frenzy,  who  murdcis 
without  compunction  his  best  and  dearest  friend ;  aoi 
only  wonders  and  wails  over  his  own  cruelty,  when  bs 
is  recovered  from  his  delirium." 

"  Pardon  me,  dearest  lady,"  said  Julian,  "  this  can* 
not  be.  The  noble  and  generous  people  of  England 
cannot  be  thus  strangely  misled.  Whatever  prep(^sei- 
sions  may  be  current  among  the  mere  vulgar,  the  Houses 
of  Legislature  cannot  be  deeply  infected  by  them — they 
will  remember  their  own  dignity." 

*'  Alas !  cousin,"  answered  the  Countess,  "  when  did 
Englishmen,  even  of  the  highest  degree,  remember  any- 
liiiiig,  when  hurried  away  by  the  violence  of  party  feeling? 
Even  those  who  have  too  much  sense  to  believe  in  tbt 
incredible  fictions  which  zull  the  multitude,  will  bewara 
how  they  expose  them,  if  their  own  p^ilitiral  party  ciB 
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P'li  a  momentaiy  advantage  by  tlieir  being  accredited, 
is  amongst  such,  too,  that  your  kinsman  has  found 
friends  and  associates.  Neglecting  the  old  friends  of 
ins  bouse,  as  too  grave  and  formal  companions  for  the 
hunour  of  the  times,  his  intercourse  has  been  with  the 
msatile  Shaftesbury — ^the  mercurial  Buckingtiam — men 
who  would  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  to  the  popular  Mo- 
bcb  of  the  day,  whatsoever,  or  whomsoever — whose 
niin  could  propitiate  the  deity. — Forgive  a  mother's 
tern,  kinsman  ;  but  I  see  the  scaffold  at  Bolton  again 
erected.  If  Derby  goes  to  London  while  these  blood- 
bounds  are  in  full  cr}-,  obnoxious  as  he  is,  and  I  have 
made  him  by  my  religious  faith,  and  my  conduct  in  this 
island,  he  dies  his  father's  death.  And  yet  upon  what 
other  course  to  resolve  ! " 

*'  Let  mc  go  to  London,  madam,"  said  Peveril,  much 
flBored  by  the  distress  of  his  patroness ;  "  your  ladyship 
^^  wont  to  rely  sometliing  on  my  judgment.  I  will  act 
lor  the  best — will  communicate  with  those  wliom  vou 
point  out  to  me,  and  only  with  them  ;  and  I  trust  soon 
to  send  you  information  that  this  delusion,  however  strong 
^  niay  now  be,  is  in  the  course  of  passine  away ;  at  the 
^orst,  1  c-an  apprise  you  of  the  danger,  should  it  nic-nace 
tbe  Earl  or  yourself;  and  may  he  able  also  to  jir/mt  fjui 
tlie  means  by  which  it  may  be  eluded.'' 

The  Countess  listened  with  a  countenance  in  whicif 
the  anxiety  of  maternal  affection,  which  prompted  her  to 
^brace  Pcvcril's  generous  offer,  sirue'^led  with  her  irj- 
^^e  disinterested  and  generous  dis|)03ition.  '^  Tliink 
*liat  you  ask  of  me,  Julian,*'  she  replied,  with  a  di^li. 
'*  Would  you  have  me  expose  the  life  of  my  friend's  son 
to  tliose  perils  to  which  1  refuse  my  own  ? — No,  nevtrl" 

'*  Nay,  but,  madam,"  replied  Julian,  '<  I  do  not  run 
tite  same  risk — my  person  is  not  known  in  T.«ondori — rny 
^tuation,  though  not  obscure  in  my  own  country,  is  too 
little  known  to  be  noticed  in  that  hiisc  asseiiihlu(:<;  of  all 
that  is  noble  and  wealthy.  No  wijisper,  I  presuine, 
bowever  indirect,  has  connecti-d  my  name  with  tha  alleg- 
ed conspiracy.     1  am  a  Proicst;int,  above  all ;   and  cuu 
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be  accused  of  no  intercourse,  direct  or  bdirect,  vriib  ik 
Cliurch  of  Rome.  &ly  connexions  also  lie  amoogtf 
those,  wlio,  if  tliey  do  not,  or  cannot,  befriend  me, 
not  at  least  be  dangerous  to  me.  In  a  word,  I  run 
danger,  where  the  Eurl  might  incur  great  peril." 

*^  Alas  !"  said  the  Countess  of  Derbjr,  ^  aD  tUf 
erous  reasoning  may  be  true ;  but  it  could  oolj  in 
listened  to  by  a  widowed  mother.  Selfish  as  I  aiD|  I 
cannot  but  reflect  that  my  kinswoman  has,  in  all  enttk 
the  support  of  an  affectionate  husband — such  is  the  iih 
I'^rested  reasoning  to  which  we  are  not  ashamed  loiii^ 
ject  our  better  feelings!" 

*'  Do  not  call  it  so,  madam,"  answered  Perali 
"  think  of  me  but  as  the  younger  brother  of  thy  kioMMi 
You  have  ever  done  by  me  the  duties  of  a  mother ;  wai 
have  a  right  to  my  filial  service,  were  it  at  a  risk  ten  dniei 
greater  than  a  jouiiicy  to  I^ndon,  to  inquire  into  ths 
temper  of  the  times.  I  will  instantly  go  and  annoonct 
my  departure  to  the  Earl." 

'^  Stay,  Julian,"  said  the  Countess;  **  if  you  must 
make  this  journey  in  our  behalf, — and,  alas  !  I  have  not 
generosity  enough  to  refuse  your  noble  proffer, — ^yoa 
must  go  alone,  and  without  communication  witli  Derbj. 
1  know  him  well ;  his  lig:litncss  of  mind  is  free  from  selt 
isli  baseness  ;  and  for  the  world,  would  he  not  suffer  you 
to  leave  M;iii  wiiliont  his  company.  And  if  he  went  with 
YOU,  your  noble  and  disinterested  kindness  would  be  of 
no  avail — vou  would  but  share  his  ruin,  as  the  swimmer 
who  attempts  to  snvc  a  drowning  man  is  iuvolved  in  his 
fate,  if  lie  ponnit  ihc  sufferer  to  grapple  witli  him." 

'*  It  shall  be  as  you  please,  madam,"  said  Pevcril: 
"  1  am  ready  to  depart  upon  half  an  hour^s  notice." 

"  This  night,  then,"  said  the  Countess,  after  a  mo- 
ment's pause — "  this  nis;ht  I  will  arranj^e  the  most  secret 
means  of  carrying  your  generous  project  into  effect ;  for 
I  would  not  excite  that  prejudice  against  you,  which  will 
instantly  arise,  wore  it  known  you  had  so  lately  left  this 
island,  and  its  Popish  lady.  Yon  will  do  well,  perhaps, 
CD  use  a  feigned  name  in  London." 
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**  Pardon  roe,  madam,"  said  Julian  ;  "  I  n-ill  do  no- 
thing lliat  can  draw  on  me  nnncccssar}'  attention  ;  but  to 
bear  a  feigned  name,  or  affect  any  di^^guise  be}'ond  living 
wiih  extreme  privacy,  would,  I  thinit,  be  unnisc  as  veil 
ss  unwortliy  ;  and  nhat,  irdiallenged,  I  mieht  lind  some 
difficulty  in  assigning  a  reason  for,  consistent  with  per- 
fect fsirness  of  intentions." 

'*  1  believe  you  are  riglil,"  answered  the  Countess, 
■fier  a  moment's  consideration  ;    and  then  added,  "  You 

EQpoAc,  doubtless,  to  f  ass  through  Derbysbire,  and  visit 
artindale  Castle  ?" 

"  I  should  n  ish  it,  madam,  certainly,"  replied  Pcvcril, 
"  did  time  permit,  and  circumstances  render  it  advisa- 
ble." 

"  Of  that,"  said  tlic  Countess,  "  you  must  yourself 
judge.  Def^pali'li  is,  doubtless,  deslrubic  ;  on  tlic  otjjcr 
liand,  arriving  from  your  own  family-seal,  you  will  be 
kss  an  object  of  doubt  and  suspicion,  than  if  you  posted 
ap  from  hence,  without  even  visiting  your  parents.  You 
must  he  guided  in  this, — in  all, — by  your  own  prudence. 
Co,  my  dearest  son  ;  for  to  meyousl:ould  be  dear  as  a 
ion — go,  and  prepare  for  your  journey,  I  will  get  ready 
aome  despatches,  and  a  supply  of  money — Nay,  do  not 
object.  Am  I  not  your  motlier ;  and  are  you  not  Uis- 
ebarging  a  son's  duty  ?  Dispute  not  my  right  of  defray- 
ing your  expenses.  Nor  is  tilts  all ;  for,  as  I  must  trust 
your  zeal  and  prudence  to  act  in  our  behalf  when  occa- 
sion shall  (lL>ma:iil,  I  will  furnish  you  with  elTcctual  re- 
commendations to  our  friends  and  kindred,  entreating  and 
enjoining  iheni  lo  render  vvbaiovcr  aid  you  may  ri'ipiire 
either  for  your  own  protection,  or  the  advancement  of 
what  you  may  propose  In  our  favour." 

Peveril  made  no  farther  opposition  to  an  nrrangcmcni, 
which  in  truth  the  moderate  state  of  his  own  finniif  >s 
Tendered  almost  indis|)ensulj]e,  unless  with  \ih  fallitr's 
assistance  |  and  the  Countess  put  Into  Ins  hand  bill.i  of 
exchange  to  the  amount  uf  two  liimdred  p'lunda,  upon  a 
merchant  In  the  cilv.  She  then  dUmi^iscd  Jull;in  fur 
22*     VOL.  I. 
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the  space  of  an  hour ;   after  which,  she 
again  require  his  presence. 

The  preparations  for  bis  journey  were  not  of 
to  divert  the  thoughts  which  speedily  pressed 
He  found  that  half  an  hour's  conversation  had  o 
completely  changed  his  immediate  prospects  i 
for  the  future.  He  had  offered  to  the  Countes 
by  a  service,  which  her  uniform  kindness  had  we 
ed  at  his  hand  ;  but,  by  her  accepting  it,  he  was 
point  of  being  separated  from  Alice  Bridgen 
time  when  she  was  become  dearer  to  him  than 
her  avowal  of  mutual  passion.  Her  image  roi 
him,  such  as  he  had  that  day  pressed  her  to  1 
— her  voice  was  in  his  ear,  and  seemed  to  ask 
he  could  desert  her  in  the  crisis  which  every  thi 
cd  to  announce  as  impending.  But  Julian  Pe 
youth  considered,  was  strict  in  judging  his  duty 
verely  resolved  in  executing  it.  He  trusted  oc 
agination  to  pursue  the  vision  which  presented  U 
resolutely  seizing  his  pen,  wrote  to  Alice  the 
letter,  explaining  his  situation,  as  far  as  justic 
Countess  permitted  him  to  do  so  : — 

"  I  leave  you,  dearest  Alice,"   thus  ran  the 
"  I  leave  you  ;  and  though,  in  doing  so,  I  but 
command  you  have  laid  on  me,  yet  I  can  ch 
merit  for  my  compliance,  since,  without  addili* 
most  forcible  reasons  in  aid  of  your  orders,  I  feai 
Iiave  been  unable  to  com))ly  with  them.     But  f 
fairs  of  importance  compel  me  to  absent  myself 
island,  for,  I  fear,  more  than  one  week.      My 
hopes,  and  wishes,  will  be  on  the  moment  tlial 
store  me  to  the  Black  Fort,  and  its  lovely  vall< 
rae  hope  that  yours  will  sometimes  rest  on  tlie  k 
ile,  whom  nothing  could  render  such  but  the  c 
of  honour  and  dutv.     Do  not  fear  that  I  meau  t 
YOU  in  a  private  correspondence,  and  let  not  yo 
fear  it.     I  could  not  love  you  so  much,  hut  for  t 
ness  and  candour  of  your  nature  ;   and  I  would 
you  concealed  from  Slnjor  Biiil^enorth  one  sj 
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xAat  I  now  avow.  Respecting  other  matters,  he  him- 
self cannot  desire  the  welfare  of  our  common  country 
wUh  more  zeal  tlian  I  do.  Differences  may  occur  con- 
ceroing  the  mode  in  wiiich  tliat  is  to  be  obtained  ;  but, 
10  the  principle,  I  am  convinced  there  can  be  only  one 
mind  between  us ;  nor  can  I  refuse  to  listen  to  bis  expe- 
rience and  wisdom,  even  where  they  may  ultimately  fail 
lo  convince  me.  Farewell — Alice,  farewell !  Much 
night  be  added  to  that  melancholy  word,  but  nothing  that 
could  express  the  bitterness  with  which  it  is  written.  Yet 
I  could  transcribe  it  again  and  again,  rather  than  conclude 
ihe  last  communication  which  1  can  have  with  you  for 
KMiie  time.  My  sole  comfort  is,  that  my  stay  will  scarce 
be  80  long  as  to  permit  you  to  forget  one  who  never  can 
forget  you." 

He  held  the  paper  in  his  hand  for  a  minute  after  he 
bad  folded,  but  before  he  had  sealed  it,  while  be  hurriedly 
debated  in  his  own  mind  whether  he  had  not  expressed 
bioiself  towards  Major  Bridgenorth  in  so  conciliating  a 
manner  as  might  excite  hopes  of  proselytism,  which  his 
cooscieace  told  him  he  could  not  realize  with  honour, 
^et)  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  no  right,  from  what 
Bridgenorth  had  said,  to  condudc  that  their  principles 
^ere  diametrically  irreconcilable  ;  for  though  the  son  of 
'  high  Cavalier,  and  educated  in  the  family  of  the  Coun- 
Icss  of  Derby,  he  was  himself,  upon  principle,  an  enemy 
rf  prerogative,  and  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
And  with  such  considerations  he  silenced  all  internal  ob- 
jections on  the  point  of  honour  ;  although  his  conscience 
•Pcrelly  whispered  that  these  conciliatory  expressions 
^ards  the  father  were  chiefly  dictated  by  the  fear,  that, 
during  his  absence,  Major  Bridgenorth  might  be  tempted 
to  change  the  residence  of  his  daughter,  and  perhaps  to 
convey  her  ahogelher  out  of  his  reach. 

Having  sealed  his  letter,  Julian  called  his  servant,  and 
directed  him  to  curry  it,  under  cover  of  one  addressed  to 
Mrs.  Debbitch,  to  a  house  in  the  town  of  Rushin,  where 

fackeis  and  messages  intended  for  the  family  at    Black 
'ort  were  usually  deposited  ;  and  for  that  purpose  to 
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take  horse  immediately.     He  thus  got  rid  of  an  atteni- 
ant,  who  might  have  bceu  in  some  degree  a  spy  oo  Ul 
motions.     He  then  exchanged  the  dress  he  usually  xfon,  ■ 
for  one  more  suited  to  travelling  ;    and  having  poC  I  , 
clmngc  or  two  of  linen  into  a  small  cloak-bag,  selected  tt 
arms  a  strong  double-edged  sword  and  an  excellent  pdr 
of  pistols,  wliich  last  he  carefully  loaded  with  doaUlv: 
bullets.     Thus  appointed,  and  with  twenty  pieces  iobr 
j)ursc,  and  the  bills  we  have  mentioned  secured  in  apih.. 
vute  pockct-b<K)k,  he  was  in  readiness  to  depart  as 
as  he  should  receive  the  Countess's  commands. 

The  buoyant  spirit  of  youth  and  hope,  which  liad,(f'' 
a  moment,  been  chilled   by  the  painful  and  dubious  6^ 
cumstanccs  in  which  he  was  placed,  as  well  as  the  depii-^> 
<'ati()u  which  he  was  about  to  undergo,  tiow  revived  iii 
full  vigour.     Fancy,  turning  from  more  painful  anticipi- 
tions,  suggested  to  him  that  he  was  now  entering  upaa 
life,  at  a  crisis  when  resolution  and  talents  were  ahnort 
certain  to  make  the  fortune  of  their  possessor.    How  > 
could  he  make  a  more  honourable  entry  on  the  bustling,  i 
scene,  than  sent  by,  and  acting  in  behalf  of,  one  of  thi  ' 
noblest  houses  in  England  ;  and  should  he  perform  irhit  ' 
his  charge  might  render  incumbent  whh  the  resolutioi 
and  the  ))rudonce  necessary  to  secure  success,  howniaoy 
occurrences  might  take  place  to  render  his  mediation  ne*  ] 
cessury  to   Bridgenorth  ;    and  thus  enable  him,  oa  the ! 
most  equal  and  honourable  terms,  to  establish  a  claim  to , 
his  gratitude  and  to  his  daughter's  hand. 

Whilst  he  was  dwelling  on  such  pleasing,  though  imag- 
inary prospects,  he  could  not  help  exclaiming  aloud— 
**  Yes,  Alice,  ]  will  win  thee  nobly  !"  The  words  bad 
scarce  escaped  his  lips,  when  he  heard  at  the  door  of  bii 
aparttnent,  which  the  servant  had  left  ajar,  a  sound  like  I 
deep  sigh,  which  was  instantly  succeeded  by  a  gentle  tip 
— "  Come  in,"  replied  Julian,  somewhat  ashamed  of  to 
exclamation,  and  not  a  little  afraid  that  it  had  been  caught 
up  by  some  eavesdropper — •*  Come  in,"  he  again  repeat- 
ed ;  but   his  connnand  was  not  obeyed,  on  the  cont«a- 
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>y,  ifac  knock  tms  repeated  somewhat  louder.    He  opened 

Uk  dnor,  and  Fenella  stood  before  liim. 

Willi  eyes  (hat  seemed  red  Hitli  recent  tears,  and  with 
I  k)ok  of  the  deepest  dcjeciioii,  tht;  little  mule,  Grsi  lou^li* 
nghcr  bosom,  and  beckoning  with  her  finger,  made  to 
Umtlic  ujiml  sign  that  the  Cuuiitcss  desired  lo  see  him 
— then  turned,  as  if  to  usiier  him  la  her  apartment.  As 
he  Inlawed  lier  through  the  long  gloomy  vaulted  passages 
nhicb  afforded  communication  betwixt  tlie  various  deparl- 
■nts  of  the  Caslle,  he  could  not  but  observe  that  her 
■Ml  light  trip  was  exchanged  for  a  tardy  and  mournful 
Mrpt  which  she  accompanied  withalowiaarttculate  moan- 
>i^  (which  she  was  probably  the  less  able  to  supjiress, 
because  she  could  not  judge  how  far  it  was  audible,)  and 
tbo  with  wringing  of  the  bands,  and  other  marks  of  ex- 
Heme  affliction. 

At  tliis  moment  a  thought  came  across  Peverll's  mind, 
*lncb,  in  spile  of  his  belter  reason,  mode  him  shudder 
UTotuniarily.  As  a  Peaksnian,  and  a  longresidcnt  in  thi) 
»le  of  Man,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  many  a  supcr- 
■lilious  legend,  and  particularly  with  a  belief,  which 
Wlached  to  tlie  powerful  family  of  the  Stanleys,  for  their 
pKuliar  demon,  a  Ban-sJiie,  or  female  spirit,  who  was 
^Dt  to  shriek,  "  foreboding  evil  times  ;"  and  who  was 
Eenerally  seen  weeping  and  bemoaning  herself  before  Uie 
dead]  of  any  person  of  distinction  belonging  to  the  family. 
Per  an  instant,  Julian  could  scarce  divest  Ininself  of  the 
Iwlief,  that  tlie  wailine:,  gibbering  form,  which  gUde.d  before 
iiiiD,  with  a  lamp  in  her  hand,  was  the  genius  of  his  moili- 
ci**  race,  come  to  announce  to  him  his  predestined  doom. 
Y  'aMantly  occurred  to  him  as  an  analogous  reflection,  that 
if  III e  suspicion  which  had  crossed  his  mind  concerning 
i^enelli  was  a  just  one,  her  iiUfatcd  attachment  to  him, 
lika  tliat  of  the  prophetic  spirit  to  his  family,  could  hodo 
■>o^ng  but  disaster,  and  lamentation,  and  woe. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

NoVy  hoiai  the  andior,  male*— and  fei  the  salli 
Qiv«  ibeir  broad  boaom  to  the  biuom  wind. 
Like  lass  ibat  wooes  a  lover. 


The  presence  of  tlie  Countess  dispelled  the  sapenli- 
tioiis  feeling,  which,  for  an  instant,  had  encroached  on 
Julian's  imagination,  and  compelled  him  to  give  attenliw 
to  the  matters  of  ordinary  life.  **  Here  are  your  credea- 
tials,"  she  said,  giving  him  a  small  packet  carefully  pot 
up  in  a  seal-skin  cover  ;  ''  you  had  better  not  opeotlNii 
till  you  come  to  London.  You  must  not  be  surprised  to 
find  that  there  are  one  or  two  addressed  to  men  of  oif 
own  persuasion.  These,  for  all  our  sakes,  you  will  ob* 
scr%'e  caution  in  delivering." 

'*  I  go  your  messenger,  madam,"  said  Peveril ;  "  and 
whatever  you  desire  me  to  charge  myself  with,  of  that  1 
undertake  the  care.     Yet  allow  me  to  doubt  whether  aH 
intercourse  with  Catholics  will  at  tliis  moment  forward  tb0 
purposes  of  my  mission." 

"  You  have  caught  the  general  suspicion  of  tliis  wicked 
sect  already,"  said  the  Countess,  smiling,  '*  and  are  the 
fitter  to  go  amongst  Englishmen  in  their  present  mood* 
But,  my  cautious  friend,  these  letters  are  so  addressed, 
and  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed  so  disguised, 
that  you  will  run  no  danger  in  conversing  with  them.  With- 
out their  aid,  indeed,  you  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  the  ac- 
curate infoQuation  you  go  in  searcli  of.  None  can  teD 
so  exactly  bow  the  wind  sets,  as  the  pilot  whose  vessel  is 
exposed  to  ihe  storm.  Besides,  though  you  Protestants 
deny  our  priesthood  the  hannlessness  of  the  dove,  you 
nre  ready  enough  to  allow  us  a  full  share  of  the  wisdom 
of  the  serpent ; — in  plain  terms,  their  means  of  informa- 
tion arc  extensive,  and  thev  are  not  deficient  in  the  power 
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of  applying  it.     I  therefore  wish  you  to  hare  the  bese£t 
of  tlieir  inteUigeoce  and  ad  rice,  if  possible.^ 

**  Whatever  you  impose  on  me  as  a  pan  cf  c::t  diitr, 

madam,  rely  on  its  being  discharged  punctually,"  ansrer- 

ed  Pereril.     "  And  now,  as  there  is  little  use  in  deferring 

the  execution  of  a  purpose  when  ooce  fixed,  let  me  knoir 

your  ladyship's  wishes  ccncemine  my  departure." 

"  It  must  be  sudden  and  secret."  said  the  Ccuntes« ; 
"  tiie  island  is  full  of  spies ;  and  I  would  not  wi^h  thai 
toy  of  them  should  have  notice  tliat  an  enfoy  of  mine 
WIS  about  to  leave  Man  for  London.  Can  you  be  ready 
to  go  on  board  to-morrow  ?*' 

"  To-night — tliis  instant  if  you  will,^  said  Julian^-^ 
"  my  little  preparations  are  complete." 

"  Be  ready,  then,  in  your  chamber,  at  two  hoars  after 
midnight.  I  will  send  one  to  summon  you,  (or  our  secret 
Biiist  be  communicated,  for  the  present,  to  as  few  as  pos- 
«  nble.  A  foreign  sloop  is  engaged  to  carr\'  you  over ; 
%  then  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  London,  by  Martin- 
\  dile  Castle  or  otherwise,  as  you  find  most  advisable. 
^  When  it  is  necessary  to  announce  your  absence,  I  will  say 
i  you  are  gone  lo  see  your  parents.  But  stay — your  jour- 
4  ney  will  be  on  horseback,  of  course,  from  Whitehaven. 
You  have  biHs  of  exchange,  it  is  true  ;  but  are  you  pro- 
vided witli  ready  money  to  furnish  yourself  witli  a  z^xmI 
Ijorse  ?" 

^         '*  I  am  sufficiently   rich,  madam,"  answered  Julian  ; 
**  and  good  nags  are  plenty  in  Cumberland.     There  are 
I      ^lioje  among  them  who  know  how  to  come  by  them  good 
I      «nd  cheap." 

1  "  Trust  not  to  that,"  said  the  Countess.  "  Here  is 
,  what  will  purchase  for  you  the  best  horse  on  the  Borders. 
{  """Ckti  you  he  simple  enough  to  refuse  it  ?"  she  added, 
I  u  she  pressed  on  him  a  heavy  purse,  which  he  saw  him- 
I      self  obliged  to  accept. 

"  A  good  horse,  Julian,"  continued  the  Countess,  "and 
1 1^  sword,  next  to  a  good  heart  and  head,  are  the  ac- 
oonplislunents  of  a  cavalier." 
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"  I  kiss  your  hands,  then,  madapa,**  said  Peveril,  ''■i 
luimbly  beg  you  to  believe,  that  whatever  majr  fafl  jbM 
|)rescnt  undertaking,  my  purpose  to  serve  you,  my  wm 
kinswoman  and  benefactress,  can  at  least  never  swenMl 

falter." 

'<  I  know  it,  my  son,  i  know  it ;  and  may  God  fiirpa 
me  if  my  anxiety  for  your  friend  has  sent  you  oo  diqii 
\vhich  should  have  been  his.  (jo — go^May  saints  m| 
nngcis  bless  you  !  Fcnella  shall  acquaint  him  thatjil 
snp  in  your  own  apartment.  So  indeed  will  I ;  ibrlfr 
night  1  should  be  unable  to  face  my  son's  looks.  littil 
will  he  thank  me  for  sending  you  on  his  errand  ;  hI 
there  will  be  many  to  ask,  whether  it  was  like  the  \jih 
of  Latham  to  tnist  her  friend's  son  on  the  danger  win 
should  have  been  braved  by  her  own.  But  O !  Juliaa,  I 
am  now  a  forlorn  widow,  whom  sorrow  has  made  selfitfl 

"Tush, madam,"  answered  Peveril ;  "  it  is  more uoDi 
the  Lady  of  Latliam  to  anticipate  dangers  which  may  Ml 
exist  at  all,  and  to  which,  if  they  do  indeed  occur,  1 M 
less  obnoxious  than  my  noble  kinsman.  Farewell !  il 
blessings  attend  you,  madam.  Commend  me  to  Dedf 
and  make  him  my  excuses.  I  shall  expect  a  summooi^ 
two  hours  after  midnight." 

Tbcy  took  an  aifoctionatc  leave  of  each  other ;  IM 
more  afTectionatc,  indeed,  on  the  part  of  the  Countess,  thi 
she  could  not  entirely  reconcile  her  generous  mind  to eS 
posing  Peveril  to  danger  on  her  son's  behalf;  and  JuEm 
betook  himself  to  his  solitary  apartment. 

His  servant  soon  afterwards  brouglit  him  wine  and  ft 
freshments ;  to  which,  notwithstanding  the  various  matltf 
he  had  to  occupy  bis  mind,  he  contrived  to  do  reasonabh 
justice.  But  when  tliis  needful  occupation  was  finisbei 
his  thoughts  began  to  stream  in  upon  him  like  a  troublH 
tide— at  once  rec^iUing  the  past,  and  anticipating  the  fc 
ture.  It  was  in  vain  that  he  wnippcd  himself  4n  his  ridii! 
cloak,  and  lying  down  on  iiis  bed,  endeavoured  to  coil 
pose  himself  to  sleep.  The  uncertainty  of  the  prospoi 
before  him — the  doubt  how  Bridgeiiorth  might  dispose  ( 
his  daughter  during  his  abbcnce — the  fear  that  the  Maji 
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Unueir  might  fall  iolo  the  power  of  the  vindictive  Count- 
CM,  besides  a  numerous  train  of  vague  and  liair-formed 
■pprehenMona,  agitated  his  blood,  and  rendered  slumber 
inpoMible.  Ahernaiely  to  recline  in  the  old  oaken  casy- 
clKir,aDd  listen  to  the  dasliitig  of  the  waves  under  tliu 
windows,  mingled,  as  tlie  sound  was,  with  the  scream  nf 
lilt  Ka-tiirds  ;  or  to  traverse  the  apartment  with  long  and 
doff  Meps,  pausing  occasionally  to  look  out  on  the  sea 
■lumbering  under  the  influence  of  a  full  moon,  wliicti 
tipped  each  wave  nith  silver — such  were  the  only  pos- 
tiines  he  could  invent,  until  midnight  had  past  fOT  one 
boar;  the  next  was  wasted  in  anxious  expectation  of  tho 
MDimons  of  departure. 

Atkngth  it  arrived — a  tap  at  his  door  was  followed  by 
a  Vm  munnur,  which  made  liim  suspect  that  the  Countess 
uid  again  ehiployed  her  mntc  attendant  as  the  most  se- 
cure ntinister  of  her  pleasure  on  this  occasion.  He  felt 
•t^ctbing  like  impropriety  in  tliis  selection  ;  and  it  was 
ttitli  a  feeling  of  impatience  alien  to  the  natural  generos- 
ily  of  bis  temper,  that,  when  he  ojiencd  the  door,  he  bc- 
beldtlie  dumb  maiden  standing  before  him.  The  lamp 
'nicliiic  held  in  his  hand,  showed  his  features  distinctly, 
■nri  probably  made  Fenclla  aware  of  the  expression  which 
""'mated  them.     She  cast  her  large  dark  eyes  moiirnful- 

tnn  the  ground ;  and,  without  again  looking  him  in  the 
e,  milde  liim  n  signal  to  follow  her.  lie  delayed  no 
™igur  than  was  necessary  to  secure  his  pistols  in  his  belt, 
*ri>p  liis  cloak  closer  around  him,  and  take  his  small  porl- 
onnieau  under  his  arm.  Thus  accoutred,  he  followed 
«r  out  of  the  Keep,  or  Inhabited  part  of  the  Castle,  by 
■  Writs  of  obscure  passages  leading  to  a  postern  gule, 
'tliirh  she  unlocked  with  a  key,  selected  from  a  bundle 
<tliicn  she  carried  at  her  girdle. 

They  now  stood  in  the  Castle-yard,  in  the  open  moon- 
liglil,  which  glimmered  while  and  i;hasily  on  the  variety 
of  strange  and  ruinous  objects  to  which  we  have  formerly 
illiided,  and  whicli  gave  the  ^cene  riilhur  iliu  appe.inincu 
«f  some  ancient  cemetery,  than  of  the  interior  of  a  furii- 
23    VOL.  I. 
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fication.    The  round  and  elevated  tower — the  toaeit 
mount,  with  its  quadrangular  sides  facing  the  mioooici' 
ficcs  which  once  boasted  the  name  of  Cathedral— scohI 
of  yet  more  antique  and  anomalous  form,  wbeo  len  If 
the  pale  liglit  which  now  displayed  them.     To  ooetft 
tliese  cluirclies  Fonclla  took  the  direct  course,  and 
followed  by  Julian  ;  although  he  at  once  divined,  and 
superstitious  enough  to  dislike,  the  path  which  she 
about  to  adopt.     Ii  was  by  a  secret  passage  through  tins 
church,  tiiat  in  former  times  the  guard-room  of  the  garri- 
son, situated  at  the  lower  and  external  defences,  coinmiH 
nicuted  with  the  Keep  of  the  Castle  ;    and  through  thb 
passage  were  the  keys  of  the  Castle  every  uight  carried 
\p  the  Governor's  apartment,  so  soon  as  the  gates  vere 
locked,  and  the  watch  set.     The  custom  was  given  npii 
James  the  First^s  time,  and  the  passage  abaDdoaed,  od 
account  of  the  well-known  legend  of  the  Manthe  fkg^ 
a  fiend,  or  demon,  in  the  shape  of  a  large,  shaggy,  bbck 
mastiff,  by  which  the  church  was  said  to  be  haunted,    h 
was  devoutly  believed,  that  ui  former  times  this  spectre 
beciime  so  familiar  with  mankind,  as  to  appear  almoil 
nightly  in   the   guard-room,  issuing  from  the    passes 
which  we  have  mentioned  at  night,  and  retiring  to  it  at 
daybreak.     The  soldiers  became  partly  familiarized  to 
its  presence  ;   yet  not  so  much  so  as  to  use  any  license 
of  language  while  the  apparition  was  visible  ;  until  one 
fellow,  rendered  daring  by  intoxication,  sw-ore  he  would 
know  whether  it  was  dog  or  devil,  and,  with  his  drawn 
sword,  followed  the  spectre  when  it  retreated  by  the  usual 
passage.     The  man  returned  in  a  few  minutes,  sobered 
by  terror,  his  mouth  gaping,  and  his  hair  standing  on 
end,   under    which   horror    he   died ;    but,    unhappfly 
for  the  lovers  of  the  marvellous,  altogetlier  unable  to  dis- 
close the  horrors  which  he  had  seen.      Under  the  evil 
repute  arising  from  this  talc  of  wonder,  the  guard-room 
was  abandoned,  and  a  new  one  constructed.       In  like 
manner,  the  guards  after  that  period  held  another  and 
more  circuitous  communication   with  the  Governor  or 
Seneschal  uf  the  Castle  ;  and  that  which  lay  through  tht 
ruinous  church  was  entirely  abandoned/^ 
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In  deGancc  of  the  legendary  terrors  which  tradition 
liad  attached  to  the  original  coinmniiication,  Fenella,  foU 
lowed  by  Pcveril,  now  boldiv  traversed  the  ruinous  vaults 
through  which  it  lay — sometimes  only  guided  over  heaps 
of  ruins  by  the  precarious  light  of  the  lamp  borne  by  the 
dumb  raaiden — sometimes  having  the  advantage  of  a 
gleam  of  moonlight,  darting  into  the  dreary  abyss  through 
ibe  shafted  windows,  or  through  breaches  made  by  time. 
Aiihe  path  was  by  no  nteans  a  straight  one,  Peveril  could 
Dot  but  admire  tlie  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  mazes 
which  his  singular  oompanion  displayed,  as  well  as  the 
holdncss  with  which  she  traversed  them.     He  himself 
was  not  so  Qtterly  void  of  the  prejudices  of  the  times,  but 
that  be  contemplated,  with  some  apprehension,  the  possi- 
bility of  their  intruding  on  the  lair  of  the  phantom-hound, 
of  which  he  had  heard  so  often  ;    and  in  every  remote 
sigh  of  the  breeze  among  the  ruins,  he  thought  he  heard 
Lim  baying  at  the  mortal  footsteps  which  disturbed  his 
gloomy  realm.      No  such  terrors,  however,  interrupted 
their  journey  ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  they 
atcaiacd  the  deserted  and  now  ruinous  guard-house.    The 
broken  walls  of  the  little  edifice  served  to  conceal  them 
from  the  sentinels,  one  of  whom  was  keeping  a  drowsy 
watch  at  the  lower  gate  of  the  Castle  ;    whilst  another, 
seated  on  the  stone  steps  which  communicated  with  the 
parapet  of  the  bounding  and  exterior  wall,  was  slumber- 
ing, in  full  security,  with  his  musket  peacefully  grounded 
by  his  side.     Fenella  made  a  sign  to  Pcvcril  to  move  with 
silence  and  caution,  and  then  showed  him,  to  his  surprise, 
from  the  window  of  the  deserted  guard-room,  a  boat,  for 
it  was  now  high  water,  with  four  rowers,  lurking  under 
the  clifT  on  which  the  Castle  was  built  ;    and  made  him 
fartlier  sensible,  that  he  was  to  have  access  to  it  by  a  ladder 
of  considerable  height  placed  at  the  window  of  the  ruin. 
Julian  was  both  displeased  and  alarmed  by  the  security 
and  carelessness  of  the  sentinels,  who  had  suffered  such 
preparations  to  be   made  without  observation  or  alarm 
given  ;  and  he  hesitated  whclhor  he  should  not  call  the 
officer  of  the  guard,  upbraid  him  with  negligence,  and 
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show  hiin  bow  easily  Holm-Peel,  in  spite  of  bMlirf  ^^] 

strengtli,  and  altliough  reported  impregoablei  mil^  ^ 
surprised  by  a  few  resolute  mcD.      Fenella  seeaed* 
guess  his  thoughts  with  that  extreme  acuteness  of  oiii^ 
vation  which  licr  deprivations  had  occasioDed  her  K4<^ 
ing.     She  laid  one  hand  on  his  arm,  and  a  finger  of  lb* 
other  on  her  own  lips,  as  if  to  enjoin  forbearance  ;  W^ 
Julian,  knowing  that  she  acted  by  the  direct  authoritj  o* 
the  Countess,  obeyed  her  accordingly  ;    but  with  the  ior 
ternal  resolution  to  lose  no  time  in  communicating  hbseir^ 
tiincnts  to  the  Earl,  concerning  the  danger  to  which  di0 
Castle  was  exposed  on  this  point. 

In  the  meantime,  he  descended  tlie  ladder  with  9oa0 
precaution,  for  the  steps  were  unequal,  broken,  wet,  umI    ^ 
slippery  ;  and  having  placed  himself  in  the  stem  of  the    * 
boat,  made  a  signal  to  the  men  to  push  off,  and  turned  I) 
take  farewell  of  his  guide.      To  his  utter  astonishmeoti 
Fenella  rather  slid  down,  than  descended  regularly,  the 
perilous  ladder  ;  and,  the  boat  being  already  pushed  al( 
made  a  spring  from  the  last  step  of  it  with  incredible 
agility,  and  seated  herself  beside  Peveril,  ere  be  oouU 
express  eitlier  remonstrance  or  surprise.     He  commaad- 
ed  the  men  once  more  to  pull  in  to  the  precarious  land- 
ing-place ;    and  throwing  into  his  countenance  a  part  of 
the  displeasure  which  he  really  felt,  endeavoured  to  make 
her  compreiiend  the  necessity  of  returning  to  her  mis- 
tress.    Fenella  folded  her  arms,  and  looked  at  him  with 
a  haughty  smile,  which  completely  expressed  the  deter^ 
mination  of  her  purpose.     Peveril  was  extremely  embar^ 
rassed  ;  he  was  afr:ud  of  offending  the  Countess,  and 
interfering  with  her  plan,  by  giving  alarm,  which  other- 
wise he  was  much  tempted  to  have  done.     On  Fenella, 
it  was  evident,  no  species  of  argument  which  he  could 
employ  was  likely  to  make  the  least  impression;  and  tha 
question  remained,  how,  if  she  went  on  whh  hi'm,  he  was 
to  rid  himself  of  so  singular  and  inconvenient  a  compan- 
ion, and  provide,  at  the  same  time,  sufficiently  for  he* 
personal  security. 
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The  boatmen  brouslii  the  mnitor  to  a  dicision  :  f^r.  af- 
lerlvinsjon  their  oars  for  a  iniirit*?.  an  J  ^!;'=pcr:nj  a.-nonj 
themselves  in  I^w  Dulcli  or  Geniinn.  ilicv  bez:-!  to  :. --.I 
stoutly,  and  were  soon  at  some  dirlance  lVo::i  tiic  Ca=;lc-. 
The  possibility  of  the  sentinels  sending  a  mu4:ct-ba!i.  or 
ereo  a  cannon-shot,  after  them,  was  one  of  the  continzea- 
cies  which  gave  Pcrcri!  momentarv  anxiety ;  but  they 
left  ihe  fortress,  as  they  must  have  ajiprcached  it.  uono- 
ticedjor  at  least  unchallenged — a  carelessness  on  tiie  pan 
of  the  garrison,  which,  nolwiihstandinz  ihat  the  oars  were 
muffled,  and  that  the  men  spoke  little,  and  in  whisper^, 
argued,  in  Peveril's  opinion,  great  nt-zligence  on  the  part 
of  the  sentinels.  Wlien  they  were  a  liiile  way  from  the 
Cayle,  the  men  began  to  row  briskly  towards  a  small 
^  TCsscI  which  lay  at  some  distance.  Ptveril  had,  in  the 
neantinie,  leisure  to  remark,  that  the  boatmen  spoke  to 
each  other  doubtfully,  and  bent  anxious  looks  on  Fenella, 
ns  if  uncertain  whether  they  had  acted  properly  in  bring- 
ing her  off. 

After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  rowing,  they  reach- 
ed the  little  sloop,  where  Peveril  was  received  by  tlie 
skipper,  or  captain,  on  the  quarter-deck,  with  an  offer  of 
spirits  or  refreshments.  A  word  or  two  among  the  seamen 
nilhdrew  the  captain  from  his  hospitubiti  care?,  and  he 
flew  to  the  ship's  side,  apparently  to  prevent  Fenella  from 
entering  the  vessel.  The  men  and  he  t'.lkeci  CLgorly  in 
Dutch,  looking  anxiously  at  Funcllu  as  iliey  f-pok*;  tozr:ih- 
cr  ;  and  Peveril  hoped  the  result  would  \y,',  that  the  jioor 
young  woman  should  he  .sent  ashore  ag;:in.  But  she 
bafi];.'d  whatever  opposition  could  be  offered  to  her ;  and 
when  the  accommodation-ladder,  as  it  isr-alled.  was  with- 
drawn, she  snatched  the  end  of  a  rope,  and  climbed  on 
board  witli  the  dexterity  of  a  sailor,  leaving  them  no  means 
of  preventing  her  entrance,  save  by  actual  violence,  to 
wjiich  apparently  they  did  not  choose  to  have  recourse. 
Once  on  deck,  she  took  the  captain  by  the  sleeve,  and 
led  Inm  to  the  head  of  the  vessel,  where  tliey  seemed  to 
liold  intercourse  in  a  manner  intelligible  to  both. 
23*     VOL.  I. 
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Pevcrll  soon  foqrot  the  presence  of  die  mutei  M 
began  to  muse  upon  his  own  situation,  and  the  probdb 
that  he  was  separated  for  some  considerable  time  I 
the  object  of  his  affections.  ^  Constancy,"  he  repe 
to  himself, — "  Conslnncy."  And  as  if  in  coincidi 
with  the  theme  of  his  reflections,  he  fixed  his  eyes  oi 
polar  star,  which  that  night  twinkled  with  more  tbii 
dinary  brilliancy.  Emblem  of  pure  passion  and  sti 
purpose — the  dioughts  which  arose  as  he  viewed  itsi 
and  unchanging  light,  were  disinterested  and  noble, 
seek  his  country's  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessinj 
domestic  peace — to  discharge  a  bold  and  perilous 
to  his  friend  and  patron — to  regard  his  passion  for  J 
Bridgcnorth,  as  the  load-star  which  was  to  guide  hi 
noble  deeds — were  the  resolutions  which  thronged*! 
his  mind,  and  which  exalted  his  spirits  to  that  sta 
romantic  melancholy,  which  perhaps  is  ill  exchanged 
for  feelings  of  joyful  rapture. 

He  was  recalled  from  these  contemplations  by  s 
thing  which  nestled  itself  softly  and  closely  to  his  sid 
woman's  sigh  sounded  so  near  him,  as  to  disturb  his 
erie ;  and  as  he  turned  his  head,  he  saw  Fcnella  m 
beside  him,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the  same  star  v 
had  just  occupied  his  own.  His  first  emotion  was 
of  displeasure  ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  persevere 
towards  a  being  so  helpless  in  many  respects,  so  int( 
ing  in  others  ;  whose  large  dark  eyes  were  filled 
dew,  which  glistened  in  the  moonlight  ;  and  the  sc 
of  whose  emotions  seemed  to  be  in  a  partiality  v 
might  well  claim  indulgence,  at  least  from  him,  whc 
the  object  of  it.  At  the  same  time,  Julian  resolv* 
seize  the  present  opportunity,  for  such  expostulations 
Fenella  on  the  strangeness  of  her  conduct,  as  the 
maiden  might  be  able  to  comprehend.  He  took  her 
with  great  kindness,  hut  at  the  same  time  with  r 
graWty,  pointed  to  the  boat,  and  to  the  Castle,  w 
towers  and  extended  walls  were  now  scarce  visible  n 
distance  ;  and  thus  intimated  to  her  the  necessity  of 
return  to  Holm-Peel.     She  looked  down^  and  shook 
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head,  as  if  ncziL* Izz  -li  :»r»:»:»i i.   v  ;u  ..--i;:;-!*^  ^t:-ui!--X. 

Julian  renewed  i.ls  •_:.:•:: :■:    .'   •    •»»:..   ::-r—  — 

jwialcd  to  his  ow;;  >.^--  ::  .: ..  :..  .r  .. :    .-^ — -  . 

bent  bis  brow  is  10  5.:*:^  -ji   :.>j!tL5:i-t  u^^...  =-r  i—i 
entertain.      To  l1:  •;»-»;:.  u*i    zjirit     x: ;    ki^-T-'ri  - 
her  tears. 

At  length,  25  if  d;!»-:i".:  -;l:  .Li.ii.i.:  .-  ^      -i .- 

remoostrances,  she  *-.--:f-u-  jtiil.-.l  jia  17  iiit  ---  l 
arrest  his  attenilori — ;  4  ?•:  -.-.-r  •  *  £  :.l--:1  -  i.- ....:  -.  u:  :  r 
lee  whether  she  wis  -^^L'.iir.'^  :*  l:*  :r.i: — 1^-  irrrT 
the  other  hand,  ec^c-ir*r.    s»:-r:»~  iitr   SiriAii^-    Lrr-is — 


pointed  to  the  boa:. 
..  Ootbis  series  of  s.rs^  Pr--irl  :-.il;i:  :».r  i.    ^i-rzr^ 


I 


't  1    il    '  .»'•   -: 


tation.  except b^  •4^^:  :.-.  Tn.i 

n^Janger,  from  wLi:^  Ff-.-i  H-t-:: 

bcr  presence  was  a  jr.lxi'^c:-    "•''"-i^-.-  tr  t-l;  ^at  i.-tl.:- 

jngi  her  purpose  sc^.x: :  .  .L-tri/ 7   i:.  :h-:      e  r-JkLF. 

it  was  plain   he  hid   :.:  ii'.vrr  -    z.si.%,'.  r.       if-    i:.i** 

therefore  wail  i:jI  iIk  e:-*  "X  "-i  r  •...:«::   "f:*ii>.  *:  d- 

embarrass  hin.self  of  :.i=  c.>:.:i: •:»:  ;  ;-:   ji  iii-  u*<-i- 

'^bile,  acting  on  liij  i-vi  :f  :.:•  -i*  ir  ..: -^i-./-.::  s.  u.^- 

phced  attachment  to  "::...  :.r  iji-r::  -»-.  j..r.wi:  :e3  r;i:- 

*^'t  her  interest,  ani  ;..i  :3i  ::,:_-l..i-    *:  t.r-.:ii  :  •:  ii 

5*'eata  distance  f:o::.   L^r   u   :    :  .adr.L-..:^:    . -^ii:.ri. 
Ill* 

'th  this  purpose,  Le  rr.-.-c  :..•:  r-.r;  — r-,  ,..--:  .  r  -..,:: 
^  sleep,  by  lear.i.'i;  his  Iv.ic  :i  i^-  ,.i».j.  .  l:  :  ..*■.:.: 
^tis  recoinmenJ  I'd  loL-ir*.'-  r: ::  rL-r-  -•;  :...i.:-t:'  '-^^...--i 
^  be  conducted  to  i/:s  LLth. 

Tlie  captain  readiy  i.rir.ri  i~  i  jt.i.sjvl  r,  lift 
*ftcr-cabin,  into  wi,ich  iiO  1;.:^-  ;-l-L:*t.:'.  v.  ht'-.i  ..iz  1- 
Pose  which  the  exercUe  c.r.:  if.LVx  ::'  -^tz  ;«•»:  *:L.:r 
day,  as  well  as  the  laiene^*  >f  w.:  ^:-:.  -j:i:t  i..:i  iivf 
feel  desirable.  Sleep,  deep  il.:  :,c^r:.  •. it.  cvn  -r 
him  in  a  few  minutes,  but  it  ::]i  wa  *r-t;^*  i-jr.r.  Ii  1.3 
sleep  he  was  disturbed  bv  ferrriJi:  c:.-:;  :  s:-:  »:  .»^*"r-:. 
IS  be  tlr*ughl,  distinctly  heard  s^n:  vi'.cc  .:  .v-/.*  Br. iit- 
oorth  call  on  his  name. 

He  awoke  and,  starting  up  to  q^ii  his  b^z.  l^.irz^ 
lensiblei  from  tne  motion  of  tlie  vessel,  and  the  rxin^r^ 
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of  the  hammock,  that  liis  dream  had  deceived  btm.  ft 
was  still  startled  by  its  extreme  vivacity  and  fivdioai* 
"  Julian  Peveril,  help  !  Julian  Peveril  !"  Thcsoonli 
still  rung  in  his  ears — the  accents  were  tliose  of  Alice- 
ond  he  could  scarce  persuade  himself  that  his  imagioiMa 
had  deceived  hitn.  Could  she  be  in  the  same  vessd! 
The  thought  was  not  altogether  inconsistent  with  her  blh' 
cr's  character,  and  the  intrigues  in  which  he  was  enp- 
ged  ;  but  then,  if  so,  to  what  peril  was  she  exposed,  tint 
she  invoked  his  name  so  loudly  ? 

Determined  to  make  instant  inquiry,  he  jumped  out  of 
his  hammock,  half-dressed  as  he  was,   and  sturobiing 
about  the  little  cabin,  which  was  as  dark  as  pitcb,  it^ 
length,  with  considerable  difficulty,  reached   the  door. 
The  door,  however,  he  was  altogether  unable  to  op6B ; 
and  was  obliged  to  call  loudly  to  the  watch  upon  deck. 
The  skipper,  or  captain,  as  he  was  called,  being  the  onlj 
person  aboard   who  could  speak  English,  answered  to 
the  summons,   and   replied   to   Peveril's   demand,  whrt 
noise  that  was  ? — that  a  boat  was  going  off  with  the  young 
woman — that  she  whimpered  a  little  as  she  left  the  vessd 
— and  "  dat  vaas  all." 

This  explanation  satisfied  Julian,  who  thought  it  probt- 
blc  that  some  degree  of  violence  might  have  been  abso- 
lutely necessar}'  to  remove  Fenella  ;  and  although  he  re- 
joiced at  not  having  witnessed  it,  he  could  not  feel  sorry 
that  such  had  been  employed.  Her  pertinacious  desire 
to  continue  on  board,  and  the  difliculty  of  freeing  himself 
when  he  should  come  ashore  from  so  singular  a  compan- 
ion, had  given  him  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  on  the  prece- 
ding night,  which  he  now  saw  removed  by  this  bold 
stroke  of  the  captain. 

His  dream  was  thus  fully  explained.  Fancy  had  caught 
up  the  inarticulate  and  vciiement  cries  with  which  Fe- 
nella was  wont  to  express  resistance  or  displeasure — had 
coined  them  into  lanj^uage,  and  given  them  the  accents 
of  Alice  Briclgenorlh.  Our  imagination  plays  wilder 
tricks  with  us  almost  cvcrv  niirht. 
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The  captain  now  undid  the  door,  and  appeared  with  a 
lantern ;  without  the  aid  of  whicli,  Pevcril  could  scarce 
have  regained  his  couch,  where  he  now  slumbered  secure 
•nd  sound  until  day  was  far  advanced,  and  the  invitation 
of  the  captain  called  him  up  to  breakfast. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

^  Ifow,  wImiI  u  this  thnt  hannto  me  like  ny  ihadmr. 
Fluking  aod  amtnmtog  like  an  elf  in  moooligfat  f 

Ben  Jonmm, 

Petcril  found  the  master  of  the  vessel  rather  less 
^de  tlian  those  in  his  station  of  life  usually  are,  and  re- 
ceived from  him  full  satisfaction  concerning  the  fate  of 
Penella,  upon  whom  tlie  captain  bestowed  a  hearty  curse, 
ior  obliging  him  to  lay-to  until  he  had,  sent  his  boal 
lisbore,  and  had  her  back  again. 

^  I  hope,"  said  Peveril,  ^'  no  violence  was  necessary 
to  reconcile  her  to  go  ashore  ?  I  trust  slie  offered  no 
foolish  resistance  ?" 

"  Resist  !  mein  Gott,"  said  the  captain,  *<she  did  re- 
sist like  a  troop  of  horse — she  did  cry,  you  might  hear 
iier  at  Whitehaven — she  did  go  up  the  rigging  like  a  cat 
up  a  chimney  ;  but  dat  vas  ein  trick  of  her  old  trade.'' 

*'  What  trade  do  you  mean  ?"  said  Peveril. 

"  O,"  said  the  seaman,  '^  I  vas  know  more  about  her 
than  you,  Meinheer.  I  vas  know  that  she  was  a  little, 
rery  little  girl,  and  prentice  to  one  seiltanzer,  when  my 
lady  yonder  had  the  good  luck  to  buy  her." 

*'  A  seihanzer!"  said  Peveril  ;  "  what  do  you  mean 
by  that  ?" 

'^  1  mean  a  ropc-danzer,  a  mountebank,  a  Hans  pickel- 
barring.  I  vas  know  Adrian  Bracket  veil — he  sell  de 
powders  dat  empty  men's  stomach,  and  fill  him's  own 
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purse.     Not  know  Adrian  Brackd,  mein  Got!  !   I  bm 
smoked  many  a  pound  of  tabak  with  him." 

Peveril  now  remembered  ihut  Fcnella  had  been  brougll 
into  the  family  when  iie  and  the  young  Earl  were  in  Eaf 
land,  and  while  the  Countess  was  absent  on  an  expedidoi 
to  the  continent.  Where  tlie  Countess  found  her,  sh 
never  communicated  to  the  young  men  ;  but  only  inli- 
mated,  that  she  had  received  her  out  of .  com  passion,  ■ 
order  to  relieve  her  from  a  situation  of  extreme  distmk 

lie  hinted  so  mucli  to  tlie  communicative  seaman,  who 
replied,  "  that  for  distress  he  knew  nocht's  on't ;  nnlf, 
that  Adrian  Brackel  beat  her  when  she  would  not  dance 
on  the  rope,  and  starved  lier  when  she  did,  to  pre«'«fll 
her  growtii.    Tiic  bargain  between  the  Countess  and  tiw 
Mountebiink,  he  said,  he  had  made  himself;  because 
the  Countess  had  hired  his  brig  upon  her  expedition  to 
the  continent.      None  else  knew  where  she  came  from* 
The  Countess  had  seen  her  on  a  public  stage  at  Osteod 
—compassionated  her  helpless  situation,  and  the  severe 
treatment  she  received — and  had  employed  him  to  pm^ 
chase  the  poor  creature  from  her  master,  and  charged  hiiA 
with  silence  towards  all  her  retinue.^-"  And  so  I  do  keep 
silence,"  continued  the  faithful  confidant,  "  van  I  am  io 
the  havens  of  3. Ian  ;  but    when  I  am  on  the  broad  seas* 
den  my  tongue  is  mine  own,  you  know.    De  foolish  bee 
pies  in  the  island,  they  say  she  is  a  wechsel-balg — what 
you  call  a  fairy-elf  changeling.      My  faith,  they  do  not 
never  have  seen  ein  weciisel-balg  ;  for  I  saw  one  myself 
at  Cologne,  and  it  was  twice  as  big  as  yonder  girl,  and 
did  break  the  poor  people,  with  eating  them  up,  like  de 
great  big  cuckoo  in  the  sparrow's  nest  ;  but  this  Venella 
cat  no  more  than  other  girls — it  was  no  wechsel-balg  in 
the  world." 

By  a  different  train  of  reasoning,  Julian  had  arrived 
at  the  same  conclusion  ;  in  which,  therefore,  he  heartily 
acquiesced. 

During  the  seaman's  prosing,  he  was  reflecting  within 
himself,  how  much  of  the  singular  flexibility  of  her  limbs 
and  movements  the  unfortunate  girl  must  have  derived 
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1  'ihe  discipline  and  instructions  of  Adrian  Brackcl ; 
1  also  how  far  the  germs  of  her  wilful  and  capricious 
isions  might  have  been  sown  during  her  wandering  and 
■drentnrous  childhood.  Aristocratic,  also,'  as  his  educa- 
pao  had  been,  these  anecdotes  rcspccling  Fenelia's  original 
j|bl|itio[i  and  education,  rather  increased  his  pleasure  at 
HTing  shaken  off  her  company  ;  and  yet  be  still  fL'h  de- 
■nms  to  know  any  farther  particulars  which  the  seaman 
lOnld  coininunjcate  on  the  sid>}ect. .  Uiit  he  had  aires 
ly  told  all  he  knew.  Of  her  parents  he  knew  nothing, 
izcept  that  "  her  father  must  have  been  a  daninea 
Jundsfo'il,  and  a  aclielm,  for  selling  his  own  flesh  and 
blood  to  Adrian  Brackel  ;"  for  hy  such  a  transaction  had 
the  Mountebank  become  possessed  of  his  pupil. 

This  conversation  tended  to  remove  nny  passing  doubts 
which  might  have  crept  on  Pevcril's  mind  concerning  the 
fidelity  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  who  appeared  from 
tlieace  to  have  been  a  former  acquaintance  of  the  Coun- 
IcsJ,  and  to-have  enjoyed  some  sliare  of  her  confidence. 
The  threatening  motion  used  by  Fenclla,  be  no  longei 
considered  as  worthy  of  any  notice,  excepting  as  a  new 
mark  of  the  irritability  of  her  temper. 

He  amused  himself  with  walking  the  deck,  and  musing 
on  bis  past  and  future  prospects^  until  his  attention  was 
forcibly  arrested  by  the  wind,  whi(;k  began  to  rise  in 
giiiis  from  the  north-west,  in  a  manner  so  unfavourable 
•otiic  course  they  intended  to  hold,  liiat  the  master,  after 
"iny  cflbrls  to  beat  against  it,  declared  hiSjfll^Brk,  tvhich 
*)sby  no  means  an  excellent  dca-boat,  viaS  fil^ual  to 
'»3king  Whitehaven  ;  and  thnt  he  war^on^lled  vfrpake 
*  lair  wind  of  it,  and  run  for  Liverpool,  ^jjijlli  gptiwe, 
rcvcril  did  not  object.  It  saved  him  som^JMHKurncy, 
"<  case  ho  visited  bis  father's  cattle  ;  'and  f^e  XJpu n tefiilfi. 
(^O'li mission  would  be  discharged  as  effectually  ■Jhe^ina^-. 
^"y  as  the  other.  '   ^-* 

The  vessel  was  put,  acroniingiy.  before  the  wimi,  and 
ran  wiib  great  steadiness  and  velocity.  The  captain, 
XMuithstanding,  pleading  some  nautical  hazards,  chose 
lalie  off,  and  did  not  aiicmpi  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey 
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until  morning,  when  Peveril  had  at  length  the 
of  being  landed  upon  the  quay  of  Liverpool, 
tlien  showed  symptoms  of  the  commercial  prosperftj  i 
has  since  been  carried  to  such  a  height. 

The  master,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
pointed  out  to  Julian  a  decent  place  of  entertai 
chiefly  frequented  by  sea-faring  people  ;    for, 
he  had  been  in  the  town  formerly,  he  did  not 
proper  to  go  any  wlicre  at  present  where  be  migbl 
been  unnecessarily  recognized.     Here  he  took  ieafe< 
the  seaman,  after  pressing   upon  him   with  difficdtf  i 
small  present  for  his  crew.     As  for  his  passage,  the  et^ 
tain  declined  any  recompense   whatever;    and  they  pait^ 
cd  upon  tho  most  civil  terms. 

The  inn  to  wiiich  he  was  recommended  was  lull  of ' 
strangers,  seamen,  and  mercantile  people,  all  intent  npn 
their  own  affairs,  and  discussing  them  with  noise  vi 
engcmcss,  peculiar  to  the  business  of  a  thriving  sea-poit 
But  although  the  general  clamour  of  the  pubhc  roofB,iB 
which  the  guests  mixed  with  each  other,  related  chielf 
to  their  own  commercial  dealings,  there  was  a  geaenl 
theme  mingling  with  them,  which  was  alike  common  nid 
interesting  to  all  ;  so  that,  amidst  disputes  about  freighi 
tonnage,  demurrage,  and  such  like,  were  heard  the  em- 
phatic sounds  of  ^*  Deep,  damnable,  accursed  pkn.**— 
"  Bloody  Papist  villains."—"  The  King  in  danger— the 
gallows  too  good  for  them,"  and  so  forth. 

The  feriBsntation  excited  in  London  had  plainly  reach- 
ed cvjen-^)|)is  remote  sea-port,  and  was  received  by  the 
inUabitatir^^  th^eculiar  stormy  energy  which  invesB 
mmi  ,j(|}M|^situation  wjth  the  character  of  the  wimb 
and  w>||||^^i^i  which  they  are  chiefly  conversant.    The 
„MtSlhmetxnB}  tfid  nautical  interests  of  England  were  in- 
deed ptirticularly  anti-catholic ;  although  it  is  not,  per- 
-fiaps,  eas}'  to  give  any  distinct  reason  why  they  should  be 
so,  since  theological  disputes  in  general,  could  scarce  be 
considered  as  interesting  to  thorn.     But  zeal,  amongst  the 
lower  orders  at  least,  is  often  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  know- 
ledge ;  and  sailors  were  not  probably  the  less  earnest  and 
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'rotestanls,  that  they  did  not  undentand  the 
y  between  the  cliiirrhes.  As  for  the  merchants, 
\  almost  necessnrjly  iniinicnl  to  the  gentry  of 
B  and  Cheshire ;  many  of  whom  still  retain  ibe 
line,  nbich  was  rendered  ten  times  more  odioui 
n  of  commerce,  as  the  badge  of  their  haughtjr 
B  neiglibours. 

he  little  which  Pevcril  heard  of  the  seniimeni* 
t>pIo  of  Liverpool,  he  imagined  be  should  act 
lently  in  leaving  the  place  as  soon  as  possible, 
3  any  suspicion  should  arise  of  his  having  any 
.  vrilh  the  party  which  appeared  to  bare  b^ 
ibnoxiouE.  la  order  to  accomplish  hii  journey, 
t  necessary  that  he  should  purchase  a  horse  ; 
lis  purpose  be  resolved  to  have  recourse  to  the 
a  dealer  well  known  at  the  time,  and  who  dwelt 
ikirts  of  the  place  ;  and  having  obtained  direc- 
s  dwelling,  he  went  ililtber  to  provide  himself, 
idleslcy's  stables  exhibited  a  large  choice  of 
les;  for  that  imdc  w:is  in  fonner  days  mora 
n  at  present.  It  was  an  ordinary  thing  for  I 
>  buy  a  horse  for  the  purpose  of  a  single  jpur- 
to  sell  iiim,  as  well  as  he  could,  whep  he;)iBtf  .* 
he  point  of  his  destination  ;  and  hence  tb^e' 
DStaiit  demand,  and  a  correspond iitg  supply  ; 
ll  of  which,  Briillesley,  and  those  of  his  trade, 
,  doubtless,  to  make  liiuidsonie  pcpSis. 

who  was  no  despicnblo^^lH^hMselected 
urpose  a  strong,  well-m^^^^^^^^^Huxtccn 
h,  and  had         led  iniu^^^^^J^H^Ketber 

corresponded  liis^^^^^^^^^^Bliese 

perfect  saiisfaclion  lu  ll^^^^^^^^^Heincd 
ittle  the  price  with  Bridli^^^^^^^^^ourse, 

customer  bad  pitclicil  uitotM^^^Pforse  ever 

lite  stabk'door,  sini:o  lie  lind  dealt  that  way  ; 
icb  horses  were  to  he  bad  now-a-days,  for  that 

were  dead  liiui  foaled  ihcm  ;  am!  having  named 
onding  price,  the  usual  haggling  commenced 
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betwixt  tiic  seller  and  purchaser,  for  sdjiulmeot  c 
llie  French  dealers  call  U  prix  juite. 

Tlicrcadcriifliebeat  all  acquainted  iriiL  this  sort 
fic,  well  knows  it  isgL-ncruliya  keen  encounter  of  Mi 
attracts  lIic  nuiJcu  uf  alt  the  idlers  wiiliin  bearing ' 
usually  very  rca<iy  to  oflcr  their  opinions,  or  their 
Amongst  these,  upon  tlie  present  occasion,  was  a 
rather  less  ihuu  tlie  ordinary  size,  aud  mcauljr 
but  (V hose  interference  nas  in  a  conlidetit  tone, 
as  sliowed  himself  master  of  tlie  subject  on  wbii 
^□ke.  The  price  of  tlic  horse  being  settled  k> 
lifiecn  )>ounds,  which  was  very  high  for  the  pciiodit 
llie  saddle  and  bridle  had  next  to  be  adjusted,  W 
thin  mean-looking  person  bcforc-menilancd,  found  i 
us  much  to  say  on  this  subject  as  on  the  other.  J 
remarks  had  a  conciliating  and  obliging  tendency  W 
ihc  stranger,  Pevcril  concluded  he  was  one  of  iboa 
persons,  who,  unable  or  unwilling  to  supply  tbem 
with  the  niean^  of  indulgence  at  their  ovm  cost,  i 
scruple  to  deserve  iliem  at  the  hands  of  oihera,  by  i 
officious  complaisance  ;  and  considering  that  be 
acquire  some  useful  information  from  such  a  peiM 
just  about  to  offer  him  the  courtesy  of  a  morning di 
4rhen  he  observed  he  had  suddenly  left  the  yatd 
had  scarce  romarked  this  circumstance,  before  a  p 
customers  entered  ilie  phiee,  whose  linughiy  assu 
of  imporl^^^^|Jnicd  llie  instant  attention  of  Brill 
find  n^^^^^^B^rooms  and  stable-boys. 

"^^^^^^^^^L,"  the  the  p 

toll^^^^^^^^^^Hbienili  drawn  full  and 

nnt^^^^^^^^^^Bbf  r^ii,  importance—^ 

goo^^^^^^^^^Vljorscs,  for  the  service  of  the 

BridraB^ifflie  had  some  horses  which  migh' 
the  Speaker  himself  nt  need  ;  bm  tliiii,  to  speak  CI 
truth,  he  had  just  snlil  the  best  in  his  siahlc  to  thi 
tlt'n)an  presetii,  who,  doubtless,  would  give  up  the  1 
if  [lie  horse  w:is  iieided  ri)r  ihi'  scivicc  of  the  stai 
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'  You  speak  wcTI,  friend,"  said  the  important  person- 
s  f  and  advancing  lo  Julian,  demanded,  in  a  very  liatigh- 
^~>De,  the  surrender  of  the  piirrliuse  tvhicli  he  had  jnst 

reril,  villi  some  di/Ecuity,  subdued  tlic  suong  desire 

^  |k  fok  to  rtturn  a  round  refusal  to  so  unreasonable 

St,  but  fortunately,  recollecting  that  itie  situntiou 

pch  he  at  presenl  stood,  required,  on  his  part,  much 

himspection,  lie  replied  simply,  that  upon  showing  him 

J  warrant  to  seise  upon  horses  for  th«  public  sunicCi 

bt  must  of  course  submit  (o  resign  his  purchase. 

Tlie  man,  n-iiii  an  air  of  extreme  dignity,  pulled  from 
lib  pocket,  and  thrust  into  I'cveril's  hands,  a  warrant, 
■ibicribed  by  (lie  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
Wipoivering  Clinrlis  ']\>|)li3ni,  their  olliccr  of  the  Black 
Rod,  lo  puriiue  and  seize  i<pon  the  persons  of  certain  in- 
iriduals  nnmed  in  the  warrant ;  and  of  all  other  persons 
vho  arc,  or  should  be,  accused  by  competent  witnesses, 
H  being  accessary  to,  or  favourers  of,  the  hellish  and 
■lunnablc  Popish  Plot,  al  present  carried  on  within  tlis 
knels  of  (he  kingdom  ;  and  charging  all  men,  as  they 
bred  their  allegiance,  to  render  llic  said  Charles  Tophaiii 
■hfir  readiest  and  most  effective  assistance,  in  execution 
of  the  dniy  intrusted  to  his  care. 

Od  perusiiig  a  document  of  such  weighty  import,  Ju- 
bi)  liad  no  hesitation  10  give  up  his  horse  to  tliis  formida- 
ile  functionary  ;  \vhnn\  somebody  compared  to  a  lion, 
vhieh,  as  the  House  of  Commons  was  pleased  to  maintain 
uch  an  animal,  they  were  undnT  tJie  neqaftfteof  provid- 
ig  for  by  frequent  comniUmeiils ;  until  ^^Ml^tni,  Top- 
am,"  became  a  proverb,  and  a  tbiaiidaUa^fine,  in  the 
louih  of  the  public. 

The  acquiescence  of  Pevcril  pmciired  hJm  some  grace 
I  ihe  sight  of  the  emissary  ;  wliri,  befbfe  selecting  two 
ortics  for  his  attendants,  gave  permission  lo  the  stranger 
>  purchase  a  grey  horse,  mncii  inferior,  indeed,  to  that 
^hich  he  had  resigned,  bolli  in  form  and  in  action,  but 
cry  little  lower  in  price,  as  Mr.  Bridlciiley,  immediately 
a  learning  the  demand  fur  horses  ujwn  die  part  of  the 
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Commons  of  England,  had  passed  a  private  re9oIifiiaai| 
his  own  mind,  augmenting  the  price  of  his  whole  stodir 
an  imposition  of  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem 

Peveril  adjusted  and  paid  the  price  with  much  leasr 
gument  than  on  the  former  occasion ;  for,  to  be  plain 
the  reader,  he  had  noticed  in  the  warrant  of  Mr. 
ham,  the  name  of  his  father,  Sir  Geoffircy  Pevelf 
Martindale  Castle,  engrossed  at  full  length,  as  one  of  I 
subjected  to  arrest  by  that  officer. 

When  aware  of  this  material  fact,  it  became  Ji 
business  to  leave  Liverpool  directly,  and  carry  the 
to  Derbyshire,  if,  indeed,  Mr.  Topham  had  not 
.  executed  his  cliarge  in  that  country,  which  he  tl 
unlikely,  as  it  was  probable  they  would  commence  by 
curing  those  who  lived  nearest  to  the  sea-ports.     A 
or  two  which  he  overheard,  strengthened  his  hopes. 

"  And  hark  ye,  friend,"  said  Mr.  Topham ;  "  yoa 
have  the  horses  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Shortell,  the  meicefi^ 
in  two  hours,  as  we  shall  refresh  ourselves  there  wilht^ 
cool  tankard,  and  learn  what  folks  live  in  ihe  neigfabo^ 
hood  that  may  be  concerned  in  my  way.  And  you  wl^ 
please  to  have  that  saddle  padded,  for  I  am  told  the  De^. 
byshire  roads  arc  rough. — And  you.  Captain  Dangerfidt: 
and  Master  Everett,  you  must  put  on  your  Protestnl^ 
spectacles,  and  show  me  where  there  is  the  shadow  oft 
priest,  or  of  a  priest's  favourer  ;  for  I  am  come  down  widl 
a  broom  in  my  cap  to  sweep  this  north  country  of  sucb*' 
like  cattle." 

One  of  \ltf\iersons  he  thus  addressed,  who  wore  dM 
garb  of  a  ^iiioReh-down  citizen,  only  answered,  "  Afi 
truly,  Master  Topham,  it  is  time  to  purge  the  garner.** 

The  other,  who  had  a  formidable  pair  of  whiskers,! 
red  nose,  and  a  tarnished  lace  coat,  together  with  a  hat  of 
Pistol's  dimensions,  was  more  loquacious.  '*  I  takeitoi 
my  damnation,"  said  this  zealous  Protestant  witness,  ^'tW 
1  will  discover  the  marks  of  the  beast  on  every  one  of 
them  betwixt  sixteen  and  seventy,  as  plainly  as  if  thflf 
had  crossed  themselves  with  ink,  instead  of  holy  waltf- 
Since  we  have  a  King  willing  to  do  justice,  and  a  Houst 
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tf  Clommons  to  uphold  prosecutions,  why,  damn  me,  the 
tmuse  must  not  stand  still  for  lack  of  evidence." 

"  Stick  to  tliat,  noble  captain,"  answered  the  officer  ; 
**  but,  prithee,  reserve  thy  oaths  for  the  court  of  justice  ; 
A  U  but  sheer  waste  to  throw  thein  away,  as  you  do,  in 
[jfbv  ordinary  conversation." 

'  *  Fear  you  nothing.  Master  Topham,"  answered  Dan- 
fKfidd  ;  ''  it  is  right  to  keep  a  man's  gifts  in  use  ;  and 
veie  I  altogether  to  renounce  oaths  in  my  private  dis- 
burse, how  should  I  know  how  to  use  one  when  I  needed 
il?  But  you  hear  me  use  none  of  your  Papist  abjurations. 
I  swear  not  by  the  Mass,  or  before  George,  or  by  any- 
thing that  belongs  to  idolatry  ;  but  such  downright  oaths 
•I  may  serve  a  poor  Protestant  gentleman,  who  would 
Ud  serve  Heaven  and  the  King." 

"  Bravely  spoken,  most  noble  Festus,"  said  his  yoke- 
feUow.  "  But  do  not  suppose,  that  although  I  am  not 
B  the  habit  of  garnishing  my  words  with  oaths  out  of 
Mason,  I  shall  be  wanting,  when  called  upon,  to  declare 
^he^ht  and  the  depth,  the  width  and  die  length,  of  this 
lidlish  plot  against  the  King  and  the  Protestant  faith." 

Oiziy,  and  almost  sick,  with  listening  to  the  undisguised 
^Ulity  of  these  fellows,  Peveril  having  with  difficulty 
Pf^Failed  on  Bridlesley  to  settle  his  purchase,  at  length 
'^  forth  his  grey  steed  ;  but  was  scarce  out  of  the  yard, 
^^eu  he  heard  the  following  alarming  conversation  pass, 
^  which  he  seemed  himself  the  object. 

*'  Who  is  that  youth  ?"  said  the  slow  soft  voice  of  the 

^'^te  precise  of  the  two  witnesses.     "  Methinks  I  have 

*^n  him  somewhere  before.     Is  he  from  these  parts  ?" 

*'  Not  that  I  know  of,"  saiil  Bridlesley  ;  who,  like  all 

^  other  inhabitants  of  England  at  the  time,  answered 

t^c  interrogatories  of  these  fellows  with  the  deference 

which  is  paid  in  Spain  to  the  questions  of  an  inquisitor. 

"  A  stranger — entirely  a  stranger — never  saw  him  before 

-~a  wild  young  colt,  I  warrant  him  ;  and  knows  a  borso'a 

mouth  as  well  as  I  do." 

24*  '  VOL.  f 
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*<  I  begin  to  bethiuk  me  I  saw  such  vfaee  ukbtfii 
Jesuit's  consult,  in  tlic  Wliite  Horse  Tavem,"  mtmai 
Everett.  I  ^  * 

'«  And  I  think  I  recollect,"  said  Captain  Dangeifid^ 

"  Come,  come,  master  and  captain,"  said  the  attfaP^ 
tative  voice  of  Topliam,  we  will  have  none  of  your  noil' 
lections  at  present.     \Vc  all  know  what  these  are  Bd|f 
to  end  in.     But  I  will  have  you  know,  jou  are  not  ton* 
till  the  leash  is  slipped.     The  young  man  is  a  weli-looidit 
lad,  and  gave  up  his  horse  handsomely  for  the  service  d 
tlie  House  of  Commons.     He  knows  how  to  behave  hifli' 
self  to  his  betters,  I  warrant  you  ;  and  I  scarce  think  hB 
lias  enough  in  his  purse  to  pay  the  fees."^ 

This  speech  concluded  the  dialogue,  which  VtwAw 
finding  himself  so  much  concerned  in  the  issue,  Jiuufclig 
it  best  to  hear  to  an  end.     Now  when  it  ceased,  to  get  i 
of  the  town  unobserved,  and  take  the  nearest  way  to 
father's  castle,  seemed  his  wisest  plan.     He  had  settleS- 
his  reckoning  at  the  inn,  and  brought  with  him  to  Bridb— 
ley's  the  small  |K)rtmanteau  which  contained  hb  few  ■^-* 
cessaries,  so  that  he  had  no  occasion  to  return  thither.^ 
He  resolved,  therefore,  to  ride  some  miles  before  he  slop — 
ped,  even  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  his  horse ;  and 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  he  hoped  to 
able  to  push  forward  to  IVIartindale  Castle  sooner  than  tb^ 
worshipful  Master  Topham  ;  whose  saddle  was,  in  the  fof^ 
place,  to  be  padded,  and  who,  when  mounted,  would,  i^ 
all  probability,  ride  with  the  precaution  of  tliose  who  r^^ 
quire  such  security  against  the  effects  of  a  hard  trot. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  feelings,  Julian  pushed  (9^ 
Warrington,  a  place  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted  f 
but  without  halting  in  the  town,  he  crossed  the  Mersey# 
by  the  bridge  buih  by  an  ancestor  of  his  friend  the  Earf 
of  Derby,  and  continued  his  route  towards  Dishlcy,  on  the 
borders  of  Derbyshire.     He  might  have  reached  this  lat- 
ter village  easily,  had  his  horse  been  fitter  for  a  forced 
march  ;  but  in  the  course  of  the  journey,  he  had  occaskm 
more  than  once,  to  curse  the  official  dignity  of  the  person 
who  had  robbed  him  of  his  better  steed,  while  taking  the 
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nctioo  be  couM  thromh  x  eomtiy  wiih  iriucb  ba 
Jj  gODcnlly  acqiniDted. 

luglb,  near  Altriagham,  a  iialt  became  unatoid- 
and  PeTeril  had  oaiy  to  look  for  some  quiet  aod 
tmd  place  of  refreshnieDt.  This  preeeated  itaelf, 
ibffiD  of  a  small  cluster  of  cottages  ;  the  best  of 
united  tlic  characters  of  aa  alehouse  aad  a  mill, 
the  sign  of  the  Cat,  (the  landlord's  faithful  ally  in 
r  of  his  meal-sacks,)  booted  as  high  bs  GrimalkiD 
Itiry  tale,  and  playing  oo  the  fiddle  for  the  more 
announced  that  Jolin  Whitecraft  united  the  two 
occupations  of  landlord  and  miller ;  and,  doubtless, 
41  from  the  public  in  both  capacides. 
h  a  place  promised  a  traveller,  who  journeyed  in- 
I,  safer,  if  not  better  accommodation,  than  ho 
0  to  meet  with  in  more  frequented  inns  ;  and  at  the 
flbe  Cat  and  Fiddle,  Julian  halted  accordingly. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

b  lha>  dumcted  tiBM,  »bca  fA  BU 


Ohniy. 


lie  door  of  the  Cat  and  Fiddle,  Julian  received  the 
ttention  paid  to  the  customers  of  an  inferior  house 
itainment.  His  horse  was  carried  by  a  ragged  lad, 
ted  as  hosder,  into  a  paltry  stable  ;  where,  bow- 
be  ni^  was  tolerably  supplied  with  food  and  litter, 
ii^  seen  the  animal  on  which  his  comfort,  perhaps 
ty,  depended,  properly  provided  for,  Peveril  en- 
iie  kitchen,  which  indeed  was  also  the  parlour  and 
:he  little  hostelry,  to  try  what  refreshment  he  could 
for  hunself.  IVIuch  to  his  satisfaction,  he  found 
ras  only  one  guest  in  the  hou^e  besides  himself; 
was  less  pleased  when  he  found  that  he  must  either 
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go  without  dinner,  or  share  with  that  amgle  gueAdMOilf 
provisions  which  chanced  to  be  in  the  house,  oaBHlft* 
dish  of  trouts  and  eels,  which  their  host,  the  miller,  U 
brought  in  from  his  mill-slream.  * 

At  the  particular  request  of  Julian,  tlie  landhdy  andn* 
took  to  add  a  substantial  dish  of  eggs  and  bacon,  wbkk 
perhaps  she  would  not  have  undertaken  for,  had  not  iki 
sharp  eye  of  Peveril  discovered  the  flitch  hanging  in  'm 
smoky  retreat,  when,  as  hs  presence  could  not  be  denied, 
the  hostess  was  compelled  to  bring  it  forward  as  a  paitof 
her  supplies. 

She  was  a  buxom  dame,  about  thirty,  whose  cooMlf 
and  cheerful  countenance  did  honour  to  the  choice  of  thi 
jolly  miller,  her  loving  mate  ;  and  was  now  statkMied  on-    I 
der  the  shade  of  an  old-fashioned  huge  projecting  ciuM* 
ney,  within  which  it  was  her  province  to  "work  i'  thefire,*^ 
and  provide  for  the  wearied  wayfaring  man,  the  goal 
things  which  were  to  send  him  rejoicing  on  his  course. 
Although,  at  first,  the  honest  woman  seemed  little  disposed 
to  give  herself  much  additional  trouble  on  Julian's  accoaBli 
yet  the  good  looks,  handsome  figure,  and  easy  civility  o( 
her  new  guest,  soon  bespoke  the  principal  part  of  her  a^ 
tention  ;  and  while  busy  in  his  service,  she  regarded  him, 
from  time  to  time,  witli  looks,  where  something  like  pitj 
mingled  with  complacency.     The  rich  smoke  of  the  rash- 
er, and  the  eggs  with  which  it  was  flanked,  already  spread 
itself  through  the  apartment  ;  and  the  hissing  of  these 
savoury  viands  bore  chorus  to  the  simmering  of  the  pan, 
in  which  the  fish  were  undergoing  a  slower  decoction. 
The  table  was  covered  with  a  clean  huckaback -napkin, 
and  all  was  in  preparation  for  the  meal,  which  Julian  be- 
gan to  expect  witii  a  good  deal  of  impatience,  when  the 
companion  who  was  destined  to  share  it  with  him,  entered 
the  apartment. 

At  the  first  glance,  Julian  recognized,  to  his  surprise, 
the  same  indifferently-dressed,  thin-looking  person,  who, 
during  the  first  bargain  which  he  had  made  with  Bridles- 
ley,  had  officiously  interfered  with  his  advice  and  opinion* 
Displeased  at  having  the  company  of  any  stranger  forced 
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^ipoo  him,  PevcrO  was  still  less  satisGed  to  find  ooe  who 
niiglit  make  some  claim  of  acquaintance  with  him,  bow- 
crer  slender,  since  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood 
Compelled  him  to  be  as  resented  as  possible.  He  there- 
five  turned  his  back  upon  his  destined  messmate,  and 
fntended  to  umise  himself  br  looking  out  of  the  window, 
determined  to  avoid  all  intercourse  until  it  sboidd  be  iiH 
arfeafalj  Ibrced  upon  him. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  other  stranger  went  straight  up 
to  the  landhdjT,  where  she  toiled  on  household  cares  in- 
tent, and  demanded  of  her,  what  she  meant  by  preparing 
bacon  and  eggs,  wiien  he  had  positively  charged  her  to 
get  nothing  ready  but  the  fisli. 

The  good  woman,  important  as  every  cook  in  the  dis- 
charge of  her  duty,  deigned  not  for  some  time  so  much  as 
to  acknowledge  that  she  heard  the  reproof  of  her  guest ; 
and  when  she  did  so,  it  was  only  to  repel  it  in  a  magiste- 
rial and  authoritative  tone.-*^'  If  he  did  not  like  bacon-^ 
(bacon  from  their  own  hutch,  well  fed  on  peas  and  bran) 
— ^if  he  did  not  like  bacon  and  eggs — (new-laid  eggs, 
wliich  she  iiad  brouglit  in  from  the  hen-roost  nith  her  own 
hands)-— why  so  put  case — it  was  the  worse  for  his  honour, 
and  the  better  for  those  who  did." 

''  The  better  for  those  who  like  them  ?*'  answered  the 
guest  ;  *'  that  is  as  much  as  to  say  I  am  to  have  a  com- 
panion, good-woman." 

•*  Do  not  good-woman  me,  sir,"  replied  the  miller's 
wife,  *'  till  I  call  you  good  man  ;  and,  I  promise  you,  many 
would  scruple  to  do  that  to  one  who  does  not  love  eggs 
and  bacon  of  a  Friday." 

••  Nay,  my  good  lady,"  said  her  guest,  "  do  not  fix  any 
misconstruction  upon  me — I  dare  say  the  eggs  and  the 
bacon  arc  excellent ;  only,  they  are  rather  a  dish  too 
heav}'  for  my  stomach." 

*•  Ay,  or  your  conscience  perhaps,  sir,"  answered  tho 
hostess.  **  And  now,  I  bethink  me,  you  must  needs  have 
your  fish  fried  with  oil,  instead  of  the  good  drippings  I 
was  going  to  put  to  them.     1  would  1  could  si^ell  the 


I5y  bringing  his  head  a  little  to 
turning  round,  or  quitting  the  \ 
where  he  had  taken  his  station, 
stranger,  secured,  as  he  seenieii 
servation,  hnd  sidled   close  up 
he  conceived,  had  put  a  piece  c 
The  altered  tone  of  tiie  miller's  r. 
much  with  this  supposition. 

"  Nay,  indeed,  and  forsooth," 
was  Liberty-hnll  ;  and  so  shoul 
What  was  it  to  her  what  gentlefoll 
ing  they  paid  for  it  honestly  ?     Ti 
gentlemen,  whose  stomachs  could  n 
or  dripping,  especially  on  a  Fiida^ 
to  her,  or  any  one  in  her  lino,  so  gc 
ibr  the  trouble  ?     Onlv,  she  woulc 
and  eggs  cotdd  not  he  mended  betw 
and  tiiat  shn  woukl  live  and  die  u|: 

"  I  shnll  hardly  dispute  it,"  said  t 
ing  towards  Juli:in,  he  added,  *^  I  wi 
I  suppose  is  my  trcncliLT-conipan 
dainties  which  1  cannot  assist  him  i 

•'  I  assure  you,  sir,"   answered 
himself  compelled  to  turn  alK)ut,  a 
"  that  it  was  wiUi  diflicn^''*  ■  - 
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^sion  wbich  his  imagination  connected  with  the  accents, 

being  a  dowdy  slip-shod  wench,  the  drudge  of  the  low  inn 

which  afibrded  hitn  shelter.     She  assisted  her  mistress  in 

putting  on  the  tahle  the  dishes  which  the  latter  had  pre^ 

|»ared  ;  and  a  foaming  jug  of  home-hrcwed   ale  being 

piaced  betwixt  them,  was  warranted  by  Dame  Whitecrait 

ad  excellent ;  "  lor,"  s;iiJ  she,  "  we   know  by  practice 

that  loo  nnicii  water  drowns  the  miller,  and  wc  spare  it 

Oil  our  malt  as  we  would  in  our  mill-dam." 

^*'  1  drink  to  your  heahh  in  it,  dame,"  said  the  elder 
stranger  ;  "  and  a  cup  of  tlianks  for  these  excellent  fish  ; 
and  to  the  drownhtg  of  all  unkindness  between  us." 

"  I  thank  you,  sir,"  said  the  dame,  "  and  wish  you  the 
like  ;  but  1  dare  not  pledge  you,  for  our  Gaffer  says,  the 
ale  is  brewed  too  strong  for  women  ;  so  I  only  drink  a 
glass  of  canary  at  a  time  with  a  gossip,  or  any  gentleman 
guesl  that  is  so  minded." 

*•  You  shall  drink  one  with  me  then,  dame,"  said  Pev- 
eril,  "  so  you  will  let  me  have  a  flagon." 

**  That  you  shall,  sir,  and  as  good  as  ever  was  broach- 
ed ;  but  I  must  to  the  mill,  to  get  the  key  from  tho 
good  man." 

So  saying,  and  tucking  her  clean  gown  through  the 
pocket-holes,  that  her  steps  might  be  the  more  alert,  and 
lier  dress  escape  dust,  off  she  tripped  to  the  mill,  which 
l.iy  close  adjoining. 

*^  A  dainty  dame,  and  dangerous,  is  the  miller's  wife," 
said  the  stranger,  looking  at  Feveril.  "  Is  not  that  old 
Cliauccr^s  plinise  ?" 

"  I — I  believe  so,"  said  Peveril,  not  much  read  in 
Clia!icer,  who  was  then  even  more  neglected  than  at  pres- 
ent ;  and  much  surprised  at  a  literary  quotation  from  one 
of  the  mean  appearance  exhibited  by  the  person  before 
him. 

"  Yes,"  answpred  the  straiijrer,  "  I  sec  that  you,  like 
Dthrr  younj;  gentlemen  of  llie  time,  are  better  accjiiainted 
ivilh  Cowley  and  Waller,  than  with  the  *  well  of  English 
undefded.'  I  cannot  helj)  difFerins;.  There  are  touches 
ol'  nature  ahon!  the  old  bind  of  Wooflstuk,  that,  to  me, 
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arc  worth  all  the  turns  of  laborious  wit  in  Cowlej,  ui 

all  the  ornate  and  artificial  simplicity  of  his  courtlj  coth 

'   pciitor.     The  description,  for  instance,  of  bis  couol^  j 

coquette, — 

*  Wincini^  die  wai,  as  it  a  wantoa  coll, 
Sweel  a»  a  flo^^er,  aod  aprigbi  aa  a  bolL' 

Then  again,  for  pathos,  where  will  you  mend  the  djkf -j 
scene  of  Arcite  ?"  ■ 

'  Alas  my  hcartis  qaecn !  ala«,  my  wife  ! 
Giver  at  once,  ami  ender  of  my  life. 
Whai  it  thit  world  7 — What  axcn  men  to  kava  f 
Now  with  hit  love — d»w  in  hit  eoM  grava 
Akmo,  wiihouteii  other  rom|>any/ 

But  I  tire  yon,  sir  ;  and  do  injustice  to  the  poet,  whoni 

remember  but  by  halves." 

"  On  the  contrary,  sir,"  replied  Peveril,  "  you  mab 
him  more  iutelligibie  to  me  in  your  recitation,  than  I  hafi 
found  him  when  I  have  tried  to  peruse  him  myself." 

'*  You  were  only  frightened  by  the  antiquated  spelliifi 
and  '  the  letters  black,'  "  said  his  companion.  *'  It  ii 
many  a  scholar's  case,  who  mistakes  a  nut,  which  he  could 
crack  with  a  little  exertion,  for  a  bullet,  which  he  miHl 
needs  break  his  teeth  on  ;  but  yours  are  better  cmplojed. 
— SliJill  I  offer  you  some  of  this  fish  ?" 

'*  Npt  so,  sir,"  replied  Julian,  willing  to  show  himself 
a  man  of  reading  in  his  turn  ;  "  I  hold  with  old  Caius, 
and  profess  to  fear  judgment,  to  fight  where  I  cannot 
choose,  and  to  eat  no  fish." 

The  stranger  cast  a  startled  look  around  him  at  tliis 
observation,  which  Julian  had  thrown  out,  on  purpose  lo 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  quality  of  his  companion,  wboss 
present  language  wns  so  different  from  the  character  be 
had  assumed  at  Bridleslcy's.  His  countenance,  too,  al- 
though the  features  were  of  an  ordinary,  not  to  say  meaa 
cast,  h:id  that  character  of  intelligence  which  education 
gives  to  the  most  homely  face  ;  and  his  manners  were  sf* 
easy  and  disembarrassed,  as  plainly  showed  a  complete 
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i. 


\  acqnaiiitance  with  society,  as  well  as  the  babit  of  miogling 
witnit  in  the  higher  stages.  The  alarm  which  be  had 
eridently  shown  at  Pevcrirs  answer,  was  but  momeotarv  ; 
for  he  almost  instantly  replied,  with  a  smile,  ^'  I  promise 
^  you,  sir,  that  you  are  in  no  dangerous  company ;  for,  not* 
f  withstanding  my  fish  dinner,  I  am  much  disposed  to  trifle 
with  some  of  your  savoury  mess,  if  you  will  indulge  me 
■0  far." 

Peveril  accordingly  reinforced  the  stranger's  trencher 
with  what  remained  of  the  bacon  and  eggs,  and  saw  bun 
swallow  a  mouthful  or  two  with  apparent  relish  ;  but  pres- 
ently after,  he  began  to  dally  with  his  knife  and  fork,  like 
one  whose  appetite  was  satiated  ;  then  took  a  long  draught 
of  the  black  jack,  and  handed  his  platter  to  the  large 
^       mastiff  dog,  wIk),  attracted  by  the  smell  of  the  dinner, 
I       Ittd  sat  down  before  him  for  some  time,  licking  bis  cbops^ 
A      iDd  following  with  his  eye  every  morsel  which  the  guest 
^      laised  to  bis  head. 

'*  Here,  my  poor  fellow,"  said  he,  **  tliou  bast  had  oo 
U  .  ^^9  and  needcst  this  supernumerary  trencher-load  more 
Ik  (ban  I  do.  I  cannot  withstand  thy  mute  supplication  any 
^     bnger." 

:^,  rriie  dog  answered  these  courtesies  by  a  civil  shake  of 

J  uie  tail,  while  he  gobbled  up  what  was  assigned  him  by 
the  stranger's  benevolence,  in  the  greater  haste,  tliat  he 
'^^ard  his  mistress's  voice  at  the  door. 

**  Here  is  the  canary,  gentlemen,"  said  the  landlady  ; 
nnd  the  goodman    has    set    off  tlie    mill,  to  come  to 
^aii  on  you  himself.     He  always  does  so,  when  company 
^-'iiik  wine." 

••  That  he  may  come  in  for  the  host's,  that  is,  for  the 
hciri's  share,"  said  the  stranger,  looking  at  Peveril. 

^  ••  The  shot  is  mine,"  said  Julian  ;  "  and  if  mine  host 
^>Il  share  it,  I  will  willingly  bestow  another  quart  on  him, 
ai^d  on  you,  sir.     I  never  break  old  customs." 

These  sounds  caught  the  ear  of  Gaffer  Whilecraft,  who 
Uad  entered  the  room,  a  str:»n|)iiig  spcciinen  of  his  robust 
uade,  prepared  to  play  the  civil,  or  the  surly  host,  as  his 
25     VOL.  1. 
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Grod  forbid  that  any  body  should  pretend  to  under- 
I  it,"  said  the  implicit  constable  ;  *<  Tor  his  worship 
Justice  says  it  is  a  mile  beyond  iiim  ;  and  be  be  as 
as  most  of  them.     But  men  may  believe,  though 
do  not  understand;  and  that  is  what  the  Romanists  say 
selves.     But  tliis  1  am  sure  of,  it  makes  a  rare  stir- 
time  for  justices,  and  witnesses,  and  constables. — So 
's  to  your  health  again,  gentlemen,  in  a  cup  of  neat 


*  "  Come,  come,  John  Whitecraft,"  said  his  wife,  "  do 
..M  you  demean  yourself  by  naming  witnesses  along  with 
^flRices  and  constables.     All  the  world  knows  how  they 
Wme  by  their  money." 

**  Ay,  but  all  the  world  knows  tliat  they  do  come  by  it, 
ine ;  and  that  is  a  great  comfort.     They  rustle  in  their 
Httooical  silks,  and  swagger  in  their  bufT  and  scarlet,  who 
Jot  Uiey. — Ay,  ay,  the  cursed   fox  thieves — and  not  so 
nncd   neither.     Is  there  not  Doctor  Titus  Gates,  tiic 
ilviour  of  the  nation — does  he  not  live  at  Wintehall,  and 
itt  ofT  plate,  and  have  a  pension  of  thousands  a-year,  for 
'Irtiat  I  kijow  ?  and  is  he  not  to  be  Bishop  of  IJtchfield, 
•D  soon  as  Doctor  Doddruni  dies  ?" 
"  Then  I  hope  Doctor  Doddrum's  reverence  will  live 
tw:enty  years  ;  and  I  dure  say  I  am  the  first  that  ever 
vUicd  such  a  wish,"  said  the  hostess.     *'  I  do  not  under- 
fluid  these  doings,  not  I ;  and  if  a  hundred  Jesuits  came 
Id  hold  a  consult  at  mv  house,  as  thcv  did   at  the  White 
Hone  Tavern,  I  should  think  it  quite  out  of  the  line  of 
business  to  bear  witness  against  them,  provided  they  drank 
well,  and  paid  their  score." 

"  Very  true,  dame,"  said  her  elder  guest ;    "  that  is 

what  I  call  keeping  a  good  publican  conscience  ;  and  so 

I  irill  pay  score  presently,  and  be  jogging  on  my  way." 

Peveril,  on   his  part,  also  demanded  a  reckoning,  and 

discharged  it  so  liberally,  that  the  miller  flourished  his  hat 

IS  he  bowed,  and  the  hostess  curtsied  down  to  the  jr;round. 

The  horses  of  both  ti;ue.sts  were  bn)U2;ht  forth  ;  and  they 

nounted,  in  order  to  depart  in  couipany.     The  host  and 

lostess  stood  in  the  dcxrrvvay,  to  see  them  depart.    The 
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landlord  proflfered  a  stirrup-cup  to  the  elder  goes^  iK 
the  landlady  offered  Peveril  a  glass  from  her  own  pad! 
bottle^  For  this  purpose,  she  mounted  on  thehorse-Ui 
with  flask  and  glas^  in  hand  ;  so  that  it  was  easj  far' 
departing  guest,  although  on  horseback,  to  retm 
courtesy  in  the  most  approved  manner,  namely,  by  lb 
ing  his  arm  over  his  landlady's  slioulder,  and  salutiag 
at  parting. 

Dame  Whitecraft  could  not  decline  this  familiarity ; 
there  is  no  room  for  traversing  upon  a  horse*bIodi, 
the  hands  which  might  have  served  her  for  resisli 
were  occupied  widi  glass  and  bottle — matters  too  pree 
to  be  thrown  away  in  such  a  struggle.  Apparently,  li 
ever,  she  had  something  else  in  her  head  ;  for,  as,  afi 
brief  affectation  of  reluctance,  she  permitted  Pen 
face  to  approach  her's,  she  whispered  in  his  ear,  " 
ware  of  trepans  !** — an  awful  intimation,  which,  b  tl 
days  of  distrust,  suspicion,  and  treachery,  was  as  efiec 
in  interdicting  free  and  social  intercourse,  as  the  ad 
tisemcnt  of  ''  man-traps  and  spring-guns,"  to  prolec 
orchard.  Pressing  her  hand,  in  intimation  that  he  o 
prchendcd  her  hint,  slic  shook  his  warmly  in  return, 
bade  God  speed  him.  There  was  a  cloud  on  John  Wi 
craft's  brow  ;  nor  did  his  final  farewell  sound  half  so* 
dial  as  that  which  had  been  spoken  within  doors, 
then  Peveril  reflected,  that  the  same  guest  is  not  ah 
equally  acceptable  to  landlord  and  landlady  ;  and  un 
scions  of  having  done  anything  to  excite  the  miller's 
])leasure,  he  pursued  his  journey  without  thinking  fai 
of  the  matter. 

Julian  was  a  little  surprised,  and  not  altogether  plei 
to  find  that  his  new  acquaintance  held  the  same  road 
lijm.  He  had  many  reasons  for  wishing  to  travel  ak 
and  the  hostess's  caution  still  rung  in  his  ears.  If 
man,  possessed  of  so  much  shrewdness  as  his  counten 
and  conversation  intimated,  versatile,  as  he  had  occs 
to  remark,  and  disguised  beneath  his  condition,  sfa 
prove,  as  was  likely,  to  be  n  concealed  Jesuit  or  semin 
priest,  travelling  upon  tlicir  great  task  of  the  conve. 
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of  England,  and  rooting  out  of  the  Northern  heresy, — a 
viore  dangerous  companion,  for  a  person  in  his  own  cir-- 
cuinstances,  could  hardly  be  imagined  ;    since  keeping 
todety  with  him  might  seem  to  authorize  whatever  reports 
hii  been  spread  concerning  the  attachment  of  his  family 
In  die  Catholic  cause.     At  the  same  time,  it  was  very 
fiKcult,  without  actual  rudeness,  to  shake  off  the  company 
' '    af  QM  who  seemed  determined,  whetlicr  spoken  to  or  not, 
to  remaio  alongside  of  him.  ^ 

Peveril  tried  the  experiment  of  riding  slow ;   but  bis 

cooipuiion,  determined  not  to  drop  him,  slackened  his 

PKe,  80  as  to  keep  close  by  him.     Julian  then  MUirtKL 

b  horse  to  a  full  trot  ;  and  was  soon  satisfied,  that^be 

Granger,  notwithstanding  the  meanness  of   his  appear- 

*nce,  was  so  much  better  mounted  than  himself,  as  to 

v^der  vain  any  thoughts  of  outriding  him.      He  pulled 

^p  b»  horse  to  a  more  reasonable  pace,  therefore,  in  a 

"W  of  despair.     Upon  his  doing  so,  his  companion,  who 

'^^  been  hitherto  silent,  observed,  that  Peveril  was  not 

f^  Well  qualified  to  try  speed  upon  the  road,  as  he  would 

j^^  been  had  he  abode  by  bis  first  bargain  of  horse- 

^^^h  that  morning. 

I'everil  assented  dryly,  but  observed,  that  the  animal 
^^tild  serve  his  immediate  purpose,  though  he  feared  it 
^c^tjld  render  him  indifferent  company  for  a  person  better 
■Counted. 

*'  By  no  means,'*  answered  his  civil  companion ;  "  I 
^  one  of  those  who  have  travelled  so  much,  as  to  be 
*^^iustomed  to  make  my  journey  at  any  rate  of  motion 
'^■^ich  may  be  most  agreeable  to  my  company." 

I^everil  made  no  reply  to  this  polite  intimation,  being 
*^c^  sincere  to  tender  the  thanks  which,  in  courtesy,  were 
~^^  proper  answer. — A  second  pause  ensued,  which  was 
^**oken  by  Julian  asking  the  stranger  whether  their  roads 
^^re  likely  to  lie  long  together  in  the  same  direction. 

*'  I  cannot  tell,'*  said  the  stranger,  smiling,  ''  unless  I 
*«*«w  which  way  you  were  travelling." 
25*    VOL.  I. 
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"  I  am  uncertain  how  far  I  shall  go  to-ni^"  mi 
Julian,  williogly  misunderstanding  the  purport  of  th 
reply. 

"  And  so  am  I,''  replied  tlie  stranger  ;  **  but  llioo^ 
my  horse  goes  better  than  yours,  I  think  it  vrill  be  wise  IB 
spare  him ;  and  in  case  our  road  continues  to  lie  the  im 
way,  we  are  likely  to  sup,  as  we  have  dined  togetbcf*'* 

Julian  made  no  answer  whatever  to  this  round  iDtiBi> 
tion,  but  continued  to  ride  on,  turning,  in  his  own  vtmit 
whether  it  would  not  be  wisest  to  come  to  a  distinct  aa- 
derstanding  with  his  pertinacious  attendant,  and  to  expUi, 
in  so  many  words,  that  it  was  his  pleasure  to  travel  uoDBi 
Bi^  besides  that  the  sort  of  acquaintance  which  they  had 
formed  during  dinner,  rendered  him  unwilling  to  be  di- 
rectly uncivil  towards  a  person  of  gentlemanlike  manaeni 
he  had  also  to  consider  that  he  might  .very  possiUj  k 
mistaj^en  in  this  man's  cliaracter  and  purpose  ;  in  which 
case  tii^  cynically  refusing  the  society  of  a  sound  Pith 
testant,  would  afford  as  pregnant  matter  of  suspicioo,  tt 
travelling  in  company  with  a  disguised  Jesuit. 

After  brief  reflection,  tlierefore,  be  resolved  to  enduia 
the  incumbrance  of  the  stranger's  society,  until  a  lur 
opportunity  should  occur  to  rid  himself  of  it ;  and,  ia 
the  meantime,  to  act  with  as  much  caution  as  he  possibly 
could,  in  any  communication  that  might  take  place  be- 
tween them  ;  for  Dame  Whitecrafi's  parting  caution  still 
rang  anxiously  in  his  ears,  and  the  consequences  of  hu 
own  arrest  upon  suspicion,  must  deprive  him  of  every 
opportunity  of  serving  his  faiher,  or  the  Countess,  or  Ma- 
jor Bridgenorth,  upon  whose  interest,  also,  he  had  prom- 
ised himself  to  keep  an  eye. 

While  be  revolved  these  things  in  his  mind,  tliej  had 
journeyed  several  miles  without  speaking  ;  and  now  en- 
tered upon  a  more  waste  country,  and  worse  roads,  than 
they  had  hitherto  found,  being,  in  fact,  approaching  the 
more  hilly  district  of  Derbysiiirc.  In  travelling  on  a  very 
stony  and  uneven  lane,  Julian's  horse  repeatedly  stum- 
bled ;  and,  had  he  not  been  supported  by  tlie  rider's  ju- 
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dicious  use  of  the  bridle,  must  at  length  certainly  have 
&llen  under  hhn. 

"  These  are  tunes  which  crave  wary  riding,  sir,"  said  his 
companion  ;  "  and  by  your  seat  in  the  saddle,  and  your 
band  on  the  rem,  you  seem  to  understand  it  to  be  so." 

"  I  have  been  long  a  horseman,  sir,"  answered  Peveril. 

"  And  long  a  traveller  too,  sir,  I  should  suppose  ;. 
■nee,  by  the  great  caution  you  observe,  you  seem  to 
thiak  the  human  tongue  requires  a  curb,  as  well  as  the 
horse's  jaws.** 

"  Wiser  men  tlian  I  have  been  of  opinion,"  answered 
Peveril,  '<  tliat  it  were  a  part  of  prudence  to  be  silent, 
when  men  have  little  or  nothing  to  say." 

"  I  cannot  approve  of  their  opinion,"  answered  tlio 
stranger.  ''  All  knowledge  is  gained  by  communication, 
either  with  the  dead,  through  books,  or,  more  pleasingly, 
through  the  conversation  of  the  living.  The  deaf  and 
dumby  alone,  are  excluded  from  improvement ;  and  sure- 
ly their  situation  is  not  so  enviable  that  we  should  imitate 
them." 

At  tliis  illustration,  which  wakened  a  star  ding  echo  in 
Peverirs  bosom,  the  young  man  looked  hard  at  his  com- 
panion ;  but  in  the  composed  countenance,  and  calm 
blue  eye,  he  read  no  consciousness  of  a  farther  meaning 
tlian  tiie  words  immediately  and  directly  implied.  He 
paused  a  moment,  and  then  answered,  "  You  seem  to  be 
a  person,  sir,  of  shrewd  apprehension  ;  and  I  should 
have  thought  it  might  have  occurred  to  you,  diat,  in  the 
present  suspicious  times,  men  may,  wiUiout  censure,  avoid 
communication  with  strangers.  You  know  not  me  ;  and 
to  me  you  are  totally  unknown.  There  is  not  room  for 
much  discourse  between  us,  widiout  trespassing  on  tlie 
general  topics  of  the  day,  which  carry  in  them  seeds  of 
quarrel  between  friends,  much  more  betwixt  strangers. 
At  any  other  time,  the  society  of  an  intelligent  companion 
would  have  been  most  acceptable  upon  my  solitary  ride  ; 
but  at  present " 

"  At  present !"  said  the  other,  interrupting  him.  *•  You 
are  like  the  old  Romans,  who  held  that  bosdt  meant  both 


396  PKTBKIL  OF  THE    PEAK. 

8  Stranger  and  an  enemy.  I  will  therefore  be  no  kuffi 
a  stranger.  My  name  is  Ganlesso^by- profession  I  aai 
Roman  Catholic  priest — I  am  travelling  here  in  dretd  J 
my  life — and  1  am  vcr}'  glad  to  have  you  for  a  coBi* 
panion." 

'*  I  thank  you  for  the  information  with  all  my  beart,^ 
said  Peveril  ;  '*  and  to  avail  myself  of  it  to  the  uttennorii 
I  must  beg  of  you  to  ride  forward,  or  lag  behind,  or  tiki 
a  side-path,  at  your  own  pleasure ;  for  as  I  am  no  Caihoi* 
lie,  and  travel  upon  business  of  high  coucernmeat,  I  tt 
exposed  both  to  risk  and  delay,  and  even  to  danger,  hf 
keeping  such  suspicious  company.  And  so,  Master  Gaa- 
Icssc,  keep  your  own  pace,  and  I  will  keep  the  contraiyj 
for  I  beg  leave  to  forbear  your  company."    - 

As  Peveril  spoke  thus,  he  pulled  up  his  horse,  ni 
made  a  full  stop. 

The  stranger  burst  out  a-laughing,  "  What  !'*  he  saidf 
"  you  forbear  my  company  for  a  trifle  of  danger  ?  Sairt 
Anthony  !  How  the  warm  hlood  of  the  Cavaliers  is  chill- 
ed in  the  young  men  of  the  present  day  !  This  yoM 
gallant,  now,  has  a  father,  I  warrant,  who  has  endurei 
as  many  adventures  for  hunted  priests,  as  a  knight-emtti 
for  distressed  damsels." 

"  This  raillery  avails  nothing,  sir,"  said  Peveril.  "I 
must  request  you  will  keep  your  own  way." 

"  My  way  is  yours,"  said  the  pertinacious  Master 
Ganlesse,  as  he  called  himself;  '^  and  we  will  botli  trav- 
el the  safer,  that  we  journey  in  company.  1  have  tin 
receipt  of  fern-seed,  man,  and  walk  invisible.  BesdeSi 
you  would  not  have  me  quit  you  in  this  lane,  where  thert 
is  no  turn  to  ri^hl  or  left  ?" 

Peveril  moved  on,  desirous  to  avoid  open  violence ; 
for  which  the  indifferent  tone  of  the  traveller,  indeedi 
afforded  no  apt  pretext ;  yet  highly  disliking  his  compaoji 
and  determined  to  take  the  first  opportunity  to  rid  lair 
self  of  it. 

The  stranger  proceeded  at  tlic  same  pace  with  him,keep" 
ing  cautiously  on  his  bridle  hand,  as  if  to  secure  that  aiv 
vantage  in  case  of  a  «4inijrgli..     But  his  language  did  tH^ 
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itunate  the  least  apprelicusion.  "  You  do  me  wrong," 
le  nid  to  Pcvcrtl,  "  and  you  equally  wrong  yourself. 
too  are  uncertain  nltere  to  luilgu  to-nlglit — trust  to  my 
guidance.  Here  is  an  ancient  liull,  within  four  miles,  nitli 
n  old  knightly  Pantaloon  for  its  lord — an  alUbe-ruffed 
Diioe  Darbara  for  t!ic  lady  g:iy — a  Jusuit,  in  a  butlor'a 
bilit,  Ig  say  grace — an  old  tale  of  Edgeliill  and  Worsler 
figbli  to  relish  a  cold  vtmison  pasty,  and  a  flask  of  claret 
niniled  wiiii  cobivcbs — a  bed  for  you  in  tlie  priest'i 
liiding-bole — and,  for  aught  I  know,  pretty  Alistrcss  Betty, 
Ae  dairy-maid,  to  make  it  ready." 

"  This  lias  no  cbarnis  for  nie,  sir,"  said  Pcvcril,  who, 
BfiCe  of  liiniself,  could  not  but  he  amused  wiiii  the  ready 
■ketch  which  the  stranger  gave  of  many  aa  old  inan»on 
"Cheshire  and  Derbyshire,  where  the  owners  retained 
w  ancient  faith  of  Rome. 

"  Well,  I  see  1  cannot  charm  you  in  this  way,"  con- 
wed  his  coiDpanion  ;  "  I  must  strike  another  key.  I  am 
*'Kinger  Ganlesse,  the  seminary  priesi,  but  (changing  hiit 
QC,  and  snuffling  in  (lie  noso)  Simon  Canter,  a  jK>or 
*6achcr  of  (he  word,  who  travels  this  way  to  cull  sinners 

repentance  ;    and  to  strengthen,  and  to  edify,  and  to 
^ctify,  among  tlie  scattered  remnant  who  hold  fast  tlie 
'III. — What  say  you  to  this,  sir  ?" 
**  1  admire  your  versatility,  sir,  and  could  be  entertain- 

u-iOi  it  at  another  time.  At  present,  ^ncerity  is  mora 
request." 

**  Sincerity  !"  said  the  stranger ; — "  A  child's  whistle, 
tiv.but  two  notes  in  it— >yca,  yea,  and  nay,  nay.  Why, 
Ko,^ie  very  Quakers  have  renounced  it,  and  have  got 

Its  Btcad  n  gallant  recorder,  called  Hypocrisy,  that  is 
■Dewhat  like  Sincerity  in  form,  but  of  much  greater 
*ntpa55,  and  combines  the  whole  gamut.  Come,  bo 
''Cd — he  a  disciple  of  Simon  Cante^-far  the  evening, 
;d  we  will  leave  the  old  (uniblc'down  .taMie  of  Uic  knight 
'ttresiiid,  on  ihn  Itft  hand,  for  a  new  htick-built  mansion 
""ectcd  by  an  eminent  salt-boiler  from  Nani|itvsi(h,  who 
^peets  the  said  Simon  to  make  a  strong  spiritual  pickle 
^f  the  preservation  of  a  soid  somcwhal  currnpicd  by  ilis 
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evil  communications  of  this  wicked  world.  Wbtt  a 
you  ?  He  has  two  daughters — brighter  eyes  oetie 
beamed  under  a  pinched  hood  ;  and  for  myself,  I  tUd 
there  is  more  fire  in  those  who  liie  only  to  love  aadti 
devotion,  than  in  your  court  beauties,  whose  hearts  an 
running  on  twenty  follies  besides.  You  know  not  thepleii' 
ure  of  being  conscience-keeper  to  a  pretty  precisian,  who 
in  one  breath  re])ents  her  foibles,  and  in  the  next  confessd 
her  passion.  Perhaps,  though,  you  may  have  koowi 
such  in  your  day  ?  Come,  sir,  it  grows  too  dark  to  an 
your  blushes  ;  but  I  am  sure  they  are  burning  on  joii 
cheek." 

*'  You  take  great  freedom,  sir,**  said  Peveril,  as  they 
now  approached  the  end  of  the  lane,  where  it  opened  on 
a  broad  common  ;  "  and  you  seem  rather  to  count  moR 
on  my  forbearance,  than  you  have  room  to  do  whh  safely. 
We  are  now  nearly  free  of  the  lane  which  has  made  a 
companions  for  this  last  half  hour.  To  avoid  your  far 
ther  company,  I  will  take  the  turn  to  the  left,  upon  tbi 
common  ;  and  if  you  follow  me,  it  shall  be  at  your  peril 
Observe,  I  am  well  armed  ;  and  you  will  fight  at  oddat' 

"  Not  at  odds,"  returned  the  provoking  stranger 
'^  while  I  have  my  brown  jennet,  with  which  I  can  ridi 
round  and  around  you  at  pleasure  ;  and  this  text,  of  i 
handful  in  length,  (showing  a  pistol,  which  he  drew  fros 
liis  bosom,)  which  discharges  very  convincing  doctrinf 
4)n  the  pressure  of  a  forefinger,  and  is  apt  to  emialize  al 
odds,  as  you  call  them,  of  youtl)  and  strength.  jLct  then 
be  no  strife  between  us,  however — the  moor  lies  bflte 
*is— -choose  your  path  on  it — I  take  the  other." 

"  I  wish  you  good  night,  sir,"  said  Peveril  to  the  strath 
ger.  "  Task  your  forgiveness,  if  I  have  misconstrued 
•you  in  anything ;  but  the  times  are  perilous,  and  a  m  'i 
life  may  depend ita  the  society  in  which  he  travels." 

"  True,"  satdiie  stranger  ;  "  but  in  your  case  th 
•danger  is  alreaoy  undergone,  and  you  should  seek  ti 
iGounteract  it.  You  have  travelled  in  my  company  Ion 
lenough  to  devfse  a  handsome  branch  of  the  Popish  Plo* 
How  will  you  look,  when  you  see  come  forlli^  in  eomel 
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folio  form,  The  Narrative  of  Simon  Canter,  otherwise 
called  Richanl  Gaiilesse,  concerning  the  horrid  Popish 
Conspiracy  for  the  Alunlcr  of  tlie  King,  and  Massacre 
of  all  Protestants,  as  given  on  oath  to  the  Honourable 
House  of  Commons  ;  setting  forth,  hour  far  Julian  Pev- 
eril,  younger  of  Martindaie  Castle,  is  concerned  in  cany- 
■g  OD  the  same^ — " 

**  HoW|  sir  ?  what  mean  you  ?"  said  Peveril,  much 
ttuiled. 

'^Nay,  sir,"  replied  his  companion,  *^  do  not  interrupt 
my  tide-page.  Now  that  Gates  and  Bedloe  have  drawn 
tiie  great  prizes,  the  subordinate  discoverers  get  little  but 
by  (lie  sale  of  their  narrative  ;  and  Janeway,  Newman, 
Simmons,  and  every  bookseller  of  them,  will  tell  you  that 
the  title  is  half  the  narrative.  Mine  shall  therefore  set 
iortli  the  various  schemes  you  have  communicated  to  me, 
of  landing  ten  thousand  soldiers  from  tlie  Isle  of  Man 
1^  die  coast  of  Liancashirc  ;  and  marching  into  Wales, 
to  join  the  ten  thousand  pilgrims  who  are  to  be  shipped 
inMn  Spain  ;  and  so  completing  the  destmction  of  the 
Protesuint  religion,  and  of  the  devoted  city  of  London, 
'^njly,  I  think  such  a  narrative,  well  spiced  witli  a  few 
''^'nors,  and  published  cum  pricilegio  parliamentiy  might, 
^ugh  the  market  be  somewhat  overstocked,  be  still 
'^orth  some  twenty  or  thirty  pieces." 

**  You  seem  to  know  me,  sir,"  said  Peveril ;  "  and  if 
"^1 1  tliink  I  may  fairly  ask  you  your  pur]K)se  in  thus 
hearing  me  cou)pany,  and  the  meaning  of  all  this  rhap- 
^y-  If  it  be  mere  banter,  I  can  endure  it  within  prop- 
^^  limit ;  although  it  is  uncivil  on  the  part  of  a  stranger. 
"  }ou  have  ui)y  farther  purpose,  speak  it  out  ;  I  am  not 
«o  l>e  trilled  with." 

**  Good  now,"  said  the  stranger,  laughing,  "  into  what 
>«  Unprofitable  chafe  you  have  put  yourself!  An  Italian 
f^oruscito^  when  he  <l«»sircs  a  parley  with  you,  takes  aim 
''^m  behind  a  wall,  with  his  long  gun,  and  prefaces  bis 
inference  with  Posso  tirare.  So  does  your  man-of-war 
pre  a  gun  across  the  bows  of  a  Mnns-niogan  Indiaman, 
just  to  bring  Itr  to  ;  and  so  do  I  show  Master  Julian  Pev- 
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erti,  that,  if  I  were  one  of  the  honourable  socie^  i 
ncsses  and  informers,  with  whom  his  imagination  La 
ciated  me  for  these  two  hours  past,  be  is  as  miidb:' 
my  danger  now,  as  what  he  is  ever  likely  to  be."  * 
suddenly  changing  his  tone  to  serious,  which  wis  ■ 
era!  ironical,  he  added,  *^  Young  man,  when  ihi 
tilence  is  difihsed  through  the  air  of  a  chy,  it  »  i 
men  would  avoid  the  disease,  by  seeking  solitndt 
shunning  the  company  of  tlieir  feilow-sufTerers." 

'*  In  what,  tlicn,  consists  their  safety  ?"  said  Pc 
willing  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  drift  of  bis  eofl 
ion's  purpose. 

*'  In  following  the  counsels  of  wise  physicians  f* 
was  the  stranger's  answer. 

"  And  as  such,"  said  Peveril,  "  you  ofler  mt 
advice  ?" 

"  Pardon  me,  young  man,"  said  the  stranger,  bii 
ly,  "  I  sec  no  reasc;n  I  should  do  so. — I  am  nol 
added,  in  his  former  tone,  "  your  fee'd  physk;ian— 1 
no  advice — I  only  sny  it  would  be  wise  that  you  sougl 

"  And  from  whom,  or  where,  can  I  obtain  it  r 
Peveril.  '<  I  wander  in  this  country,  like  one  in  a  di 
so  much  a  few  months  have  changed  it.  Men  wb 
merly  occupied  themselves  with  their  own  affairs,  ar 
swallowed  up  in  matters  of  state  policy  ;  and  those 
ble  under  the  apprehension  of  some  strange  and  si 
convulsion  of  empire,  who  were  formerly  only  occ 
by  the  fear  of  going  to  bed  supperless.  And  to  sum  \ 
nintlcr,  f  meet  a  stranger, apparently  well  acquaints 
my  name  and  concerns,  who  first  attaches  himself  I 
whether  1  will  or  no ;  and  then  refuses  mean  explana 
his  business,  while  he  menaces  me  with  the  str 
accusations." 

"  Had  I  meant  such  infamy,"  said  the  stranger. 
Hove  me,  I  had  not  c;iven  you  the  thread  of  my  ini 
But  be  wise,  and  cojne  on  with  me.  Tliore  is,  ha 
a  small  inn,  where,  if  you  ran  take  a  stranger's  W 
for  it,  we  shall  sleep  in  perfect  security." 
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A  70U  yourself,"  said  Peveril,  "  but  now  vert 
I  lo  ivoid  obsemtioo  ;   and  in  ihat  case,  bow  cu 
«eci  me  ?" 
ibmv!  Idid  but  silence  ttiat  tattling  landlady,  id  the 

wliich  such  people  are  mast  readily  bushed  ;  aod 
diam,  and  his  brace  of  niglit  owb,  they  must  hawk 
r  and  lesser  game  than  I  should  prove." 
ml  could  not  lielp  admiring  tiie  easy  and  confident 
ence  with  which  the  stranger -seemed  to  assume  a 
rity  to  all  the  circumstances  of  danger  around  him ; 
er  hastily  considering  the  matter  niib  himself, came 
■esolution  to  keep  company  wiib  him  for  this  night, 

;  aod  to  learn,  if  possible,  ivlio  he  really  was,  and 
t  party  in  the  estate  he  was  attached.  The  bold- 
d  freedom  of  his  talk  seemed  almost  inconsistent 
>  following  the  perilous,  though  at  that  time  the 
,  trade  of  an  informer.  Xo  doubt,  such  persons 
d  every  appearance  which  r^uld  insinuate  them 
!  confidence  of  llicir  destined  victims  ;  but  Juliaa 
1  be  discovered  in  this  man's  manner,  a  wild  and 
S  frankntiss,  uliicli  lie  could  not  hut  connect  wilh 
a  of  sincerity  in  the  present  case.  He  therefore 
ed,  after  a  momeni's  recollection,  "  I  embrace  your 
d,  sir ;  although,  by  doing  so,  I  am  reposing  a  sud- 
id  perhaps  an  unwary  conlidcncc." 
id  what  am  I,  (hen,  reposing  in  you  ?"  said  the 
r.  "  Is  not  our  confidL'ncc  mutual  ?" 
t ;  much  ihe  contrary.  1  know  nothing  of  you 
er — you  have  named  nie  ;  and,  knowing  me  to  be 
Peveril,  know  you  may  travel  witli  me  in  perfect 
f-" 

le  devil  I  do  t"  answered  his  companion.  "  1 
n  the  snme  securiiy  as  with  a  lighted  petard,  which 
bxpect  10  explode  every  moment.      Are  you  not 

of  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  with  whose  name  Prela- 

Popery  are  so  closely  allied,  that  no  old  woman 
IT  sex  in  Derbyshire,  concludes  her  prayer  without 
on  to  he  freed  froui  all  ilirce  ?   And  do  you  not 
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come  from  the  Popish  Countess  of  Derby,  briDging,  far 
aught  1  know,  a  whole  army  of  Mauxraeo  in  your  fockOt 
witli  full  compliment  of  arms,  ammuuitioa,  baggage,  aad 
a  train  of  field  artillery  ?" 

"  It  is  not  very  likely  I  sliould  be  so  poorly  mounted," 
said  Julian,  laughing,  "  if  I  had  such  a  weight  to  cany. 
But  lead  on,  sir.  I  see  I  must  wait  for  your  coofideacc^ 
till  you  think  proper  to  confer  it ;  for  you  are  already  m 
well  acquainted  with  my  affairs,  that  I  have  nothing  10 
offer  you  in  exchange  for  it." 

"  Mlonsj  tiien,"  said  his  companion ;  "  give  yourhoiiB 
the  spur,  and  raise  the  curb  rein,  lest  he  measure  d» 
ground  witli  his  nose,  instead  of  his  paces.  We  aie  aol 
now  more  than  a  furlong  or  two  from  the  place  of  aola^ 
tainnient." 

They  mended  their  pace  accordingly,  and  soon  anifcd 
at  the  small  solitary  inn  which  the  traveller  bad  mentioo- 
ed.  When  its  light  began  to  twinkle  before  them,  ihi 
stranger,  as  if  recollecting  something  he  bad  ibrgoOea, 
"  By  the  way,  you  must  have  a  name  to  pass  by  ;  Ibr  il 
may  be  ill  travelling  under  your  own,  as  the  fellow  who 
keeps  this  house  is  an  old  Cromwellian.  What  will  }'oa 
call  yourself  ? — My  name  is — for  the  present — Ganlesse." 

"  There  is  no  occasion  to  assume  a  name  at  all,"  an- 
swered Julian,  *'  I  do  not  incline  to  use  a  borrowed  one, 
especially  as  I  may  meet  widi  some  one  who  knows  DJ 


own." 


if 


I  will  ciill  you  Julian,  then,"  said  Master  Ganlesse; 
'*  for  Peveril  will  smell,  in  tlie  nosti'ils  of  mine  best,  of 
idolatry,  conspiracy,  SmithOeld  faggots,  fish  on  Fridayii 
the  murder  of  Sir  Edmondsbury  Godfrey,  and  the  fire  of 
purgatory." 

As  he  spoke  thiis,  they  alighted  under  the  great  broad- 
branched  oak-tree,  that  served  to  canopy  the  ale-beocbi 
which,  at  an  earlier  hour,  had  groaned  under  the  wdglK 
of  a  frequent  conclave  of  rustic  politicians.  Ganfetfei 
as  he  dismounted,  whistled  in  a  particularly  shrill  doOB 
and  was  answered  from  within  the  house.^ 
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CHAPTER  XXn. 


The  person  who  appeared  at  die  door  of  the  little  ion 
Id  rec«ve  Ganlesse,  as  ns  meniioiierl  in  our  last  chapter, 
lungt  B3  he  came  forward,  ibis  scrap  of  an  old  ballad,^ 


Aad  bow  have  you  ipcd  I 

Sriiif  jou  ikiD  boony  brid« 

To  baoquet  and  bed  ?" 

To  vhicb  Gmlessc  answered,  in  the  same  tone  i 


"  Content  Ihee,  kiwi  Robin  ; 
Wbo  bri^i  boot  a  r>i  bock 


■*  Too  have  missed  your  blow,  then  i"  said  the  other, 
Id  reply- 

**  I  tell  you  I  have  not,"  answered  Ganlesse  ;  "  but 
you  will  think  of  nought  but  your  own  thriving  occupation 
— May  the  plague  llial  belongs  to  it  stick  lo  it  !  tiiough 
it  halb  been  the  making  of  thcc." 

"  A  man  must  live,  Diccon  Ganlesse,"  said  the  other. 
"  Well,  well,"  said  Ganlesse,   "  bid  my   friend  wel- 
coroe,  f<H-  my  sake.     Hast  tliou  got  any  supper  }" 

"  Keeking  like  a  sacrifice — Chaubert  has  done  liis 
ben.  Tliat  fellow  is  a  treasure  !  give  him  a  fartliiiig  can- 
dle, and  he  will  cook  a  good  su))poroiiiofii. — Come  in, 
■f-  My  friend's  friend  is  welcome,  as  we  say  in  my 
country." 
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"  We  must  have  our  horses  kmke^  to  firat,** 
eril,  who  began  to  be  considerably  uncertam  aboai  it 
character  of  his  companions — "  that  done,  I  am  far  jw-' 

Ganlesse  gave  a  second  whistle  ;  a  groom  appMC^ 
who  took  charge  of  both  their  horses,  and  thejtheiiMlni 
entered  the  inn. 

The  ordinary  room  of  a  poor  ion  seemed  to  liafe» 
dergone  some  alterations,  to  render  it  fit  for  companjrf 
a  higher  description.  There werea  beaufet,  a  couch,iil 
one  or  two  other  pieces  of  furniture,  of  a  style  incontfl-  Y^'' 
ent  with  the  appearance  of  the  place.  The  table-ckA  V  '  ^ 
which  was  ready  laid,  was  of  the  finest  damask  ;  and  iki  *  -'  ^ 
spoons,  forks,  &c.  were  of  silver.  Peveril  looked  at  dii 
apparatus  with  some  surprise  ;  and  again  turning  hiscjcs 
attentively  upon  his  travelling  companion  Ganlesse,  Ii0 
could  not  help  discovering,  (by  the  aid  of  imaginatioi^ 
perhaps,)  that  though  insignificant  in  person,  plain  in  fc».^ 
tures,  and  dressed  like  one  in  indigence,  there  luiked 
about  his  person  and  manners,  that  indefinabk  eM 
manner  which  belongs  only  to  men  of  birth  and  qoal^ 
or  to  tliose  who  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  freoue 
the  best  company.  His  companion,  whom  he  calied 
Smith,  ahhough  tall,  and  rather  good-lookiog, 
being  much  better  dressed,  had  not,  neverthelen, 
the  same  ease  of  demeanour  ;  and  was  obliged  to 
up  for  the  want,  by  an  additional  proportion  of 
Who  these  two  persons  could  be,  Peveril  could  notil 
tempt  even  to  form  a  guess.  There  was  nothing  far  * 
but  to  watch  their  manner  and  conversation. 

After  s|)caking  a  moment  in  whispers,  Smith  said  to 
companion,  *'  We  must  go  look  after  our  nags  for  IC^ 
minutes,  and  allow  Chaubcrt  to  do  his  office." 

^'  Will  he  not  appear,  and  minister  before  us,  then 
said  Ganlesse. 

"  What !   he  ? — he  shift  a  trencher — he  hand  a  cup  ^ 
-—no,  you  forget  whom  you  speak  of.     Such  an  oro^^ 
were  enough  to  make  him  fall  on  his  own  sword— he  i^ 
already  on  the  borders  of  despair,  because  no  crawfirf^ 
are  to  be  had." 
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**  Alaek-a-day  !^'  replied  Ganlesse.    '<  Heaven  forbid 
1  Aould  add  to  such  a  calamity  !    To  stable,  tben,  and 
"^#06  we  bow  our  steeds  eat  their  provender,  while  ours  is 
gMling  ready." 

They  adjourned  to  the  stable  accordingly,  which,  though 

.  a  poor  one,  had  been  hastily  supplied  with  whatever  was 

.  accessary  for  the  accommodation  of  four  excellent  horses ; 

^  aae  of  which,  that  from  which  Ganlesse  was  just  dis- 

i    Bounted,  the  groom  we  have  mentioned  was  cleaning  and 

dressing  by  the  ligiit  of  a  huge  wnx-candle. 

■^      **  I  am  still  so  far  Catholic,"  said  Ganlesse,  laughing, 

J  n  he  saw  tliat  Peveril  noticed  this  piece  of  extravagance. 

:    *lly  horse  is  my  saint,  and  I  dedicate  a  candle  to  him." 

**  Without  asking  so  great  a  favour  for  mine,  which  I 

-   M  standing  behind  yonder  old  hen-coop,"  replied  Pcv- 

y  «0,  **  I  will  at  least  relieve  him  of  his  saddle  and  bridle." 

^       "  Leave  him  to  the  lad  of  the  inn,"  said  Smith  ;  "  he 

j.  -  ■  not  worthy  any  other  person's  handling ;  and  I  promise 

'^'  yoD,  if  you  slip  a  single  buckle,  you  will  so  flavour  of  that 

'^  MaUe  duty,  that  you  might  as  well  eat  roast-beef  as  ra- 

t  puts,  for  any  relish  you  will  have  of  them." 

J     **  I  bve  roast-beef  as  well  as  ragouts,  at  any  time," 

.  aid  Peveril,  adjusting  himself  to  a  task  which  every 

;  young  man  shoidd  know  how  to  perform  when  need  is  ; 

^  lAd  my  horse,  though  it  be  but  a  sorry  jade,  will  champ 

bener  on  hay  and  corn,  than  on  an  iron  bit." 

While  he  was  unsaddling  his  horse,  and  shaking  down 
loroe  litter  for  the  poor  wearied  animal,  he  heard  Smith 
observe  to  Ganlesse, — "  By  my  faith,  Dick,  thou  bast 
Ulen  into  poor  Slender's  blunder ;  missed  Anne  Page, 
ind  brought  us  a  great  lubberly  post-master's  boy." 
!  "  Hush  !  he  will  hear  thee,"  answered  Ganlesse  ; 
'  '^  there  are  reasons  for  all  things — it  is  well  as  it  is.  But, 
^  prithee,  tell  thy  fellow  to  help  the  youngster." 
J  "  What  !"  replied  Smith,  «  d'ye  tWnk  [  am  mad  ?— 
[  Ask  Tom  Beacon — ^Tom  of  Newmarket — Tom  of  ten 
r  tboasaod,  to  touch  such  a  four-legged  brute  as  that  ? — 
[  Why,  he  would  turn  me  away  on  the  spot — discard  roe, 
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lYaitli.  It  was  all  he  would  do  to  take  io  band  j<mv 
toy  good  friend  ;  and  if  jrou  consider  bim  not  the  h 
you  are  like  to  stand  groom  to  him  yourself  to-mor 

"  Well,  Will,"  answered  Ganlessc,  ''  I  will  nj 
for  thee,  thou  hast  a  set  of  the  most  useless,  scouni 
insolent  vermin  about  thee,  that  ever  eat  up  a  poa 
tlemau's  revenues." 

"  Useless  ?  1  deny  it,"  replied  Smith.  "  Evei 
of  my  fellows  does  something  or  other,  so  exquisite!] 
it  were  sin  to  make  him  do  anything  else — it  is  your, 
of-all-trades  who  are  masters  of  none. — But  b 
Chaubcrt*s  signal  !  The  coxcomb  is  twangling  it  o 
lute,  to  the  tune  of  Eveillez  rotis,  belle  em/onnie.— ( 
Master  What  d^ye  call,  (addressing  Peveril,)— g 
some  water,  and  wash  this  fihhy  wiuiess  from  your 
as  Bctterton  says  in  the  play  ;  for  Chaubert's  cool 
like  Friar  Bacon's  Head — time  is — time  was — tim 
soon  be  no  more." 

So  saying,  and  scarce  allowing  Julian  time  to  <l 
hands  in  a  bucket,  and  dr}'  them  on  a  horse  cloth,  b 
ried  him  from  the  stable  back  to  the  supper-chaml 

Here  all  was  prepared  for  their  meal,  with  an  epic 
delicacy,  which  rather  belonged  to  the  saloon  of  a  p 
than  the  cabin  in  which  it  was  displayed.  Four  dia 
silver,  with  covers  of  the  same  metal,  smoked  o 
table ;  and  three  seats  were  placed  for  the  coir 
Beside  the  lower  end  of  the  board,  was  a  small  side* 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  what  is  now  called  a  i 
waiter  ;  on  which  several  flasks  reared  their  tall,  s 
and  swan-like  crests,  above  glasses  and  rummers, 
covers  were  also  placed  within  reach  ;  and  a  smal 
elling-case  of  morocco,  hooped  with  silver,  displi 
number  of  bottles,  containing  the  most  approved  i 
that  culinary  ingenuity  had  then  invented. 

Smith,  who  occupied  the  lower  seat,  and  seemed 
as  president  of  the  feast,  motioned  the  two  travel 
take  their  places  and  be^in.  ''  I  would  not  stay  a  j 
time,"  he  said,  ''  to  save  a  whole  nation  from  peri 
We  could,  bring  no  cliaufTettes  with  any  eonveoi 
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^i  even  Chaubert  is  nothing,  unless  his  dishes  are  tasted 
in  the  very  moment  of  projection.  Come,  uncover,  and 
let  us  see  what  he  has  done  for  us. — Hum  ! — ha  ! — ay 
r'^quab-pigeons — wild-fowl — ^young  chickens — venison 
cadets — and  a  space  in  the  centre,  wet,  alas  !  by  a  gentle 
leir  from  Chaubert's  eye,  where  should  have  been  the 
mapeaux  ecrivisses.  The  zeal  of  that  poor  fellow  is  ill 
lepaid  by  his  paltry  ten  louis  per  month." 

**  A  mere  trifle,"  said  Ganlesse  ;  "  but,  like  yourself. 

Will,  he  serves  a  generous  master." 

The  repast  now  commenced  ;    and  Julian,  though  he 

seen  his  young  friend  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  other 

pUants,  afliect  a  considerable  degree  of  interest  and  skill 

in  die  science  of  the  kitchen,  and  was  not  liimself  either 

u  enemy  or  a  stranger  to  the  pleasures  of  a  good  table, 

fcood,  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  he  was  a  mere  novice. 

Botb  his  companions,  but  Smith  in  especial,  seemed  to 

c^der  that  they  were  now  engaged  in  the  only  true  and 

'^  buriness  of  life  ;  and  weighed  all  its  minutis  with  a 

P'^'Voilional    degree    of  accuracy.    To  carve  iJic  mor- 

*^'  in  the  most  delicate  manner — and  to  apportion  the 

P^r  seasoning  with  the  accuracy  of  the  chemist — to  be 

*^re,  exactly,  of  the  order  in  which  one  dish  should 

'^eed  another,  and  to  do  plentiful  justice  to  all — was  a 

D^uteness  of  science  to  which  Julian  bad  hitherto  been 

■s^nsjer.    Smith  accordinzlv  treated  him  as  a  mef;;  nov- 

■^^  epicurism,  cautioning:  him  to  eat  his  soup  Ijefore  the 

"^**Ui,  and  to  forget  the  Manx  custom  of  bohinz  thf;  Uiil- 

^  meat  before  the  broth,  a«  if  Cuilar  Mac-Culloch^  and 

«lhis  whingers  were  at  the  door.    Peveril  took  the  hint  in 

S^  part,  and  the  entertainment  proceeded  with  animation. 

At  length  Ganlesse  paused,  and  declared  the  supper 

^squisite.     "  But,  my  friend  Smith,"  he  added,  "  are 

your  wines  curious  ?  When  you  brought  all  that  tra^h  of 

plates  and  trumpery  into  Derbyshire,  1  hope  you  did  not 

wave  us  at  the  mercy  of  the  .sTonz  ale  of  the  shiro,  as 

^^ck  and  muddy  as  the  squires  who  drink  it  ?" 

**  Did  I  not  know  that  you  were  to  meet  roe,  Dick 
^^Qlesse  ?"  answered  their  host.  "  And  can  you  sua- 
P^  me  of  such  an  omission  ?  It  is  truei  you  must  iiia\L«i 
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Champagne  and  Claret  serve,  for  my  Burgundy  wail 
not  bear  travelling.  But  if  you  have  a  fancy  fixr  sheoft 
or  Vin  de  Cahors,  I  have  a  notion  Chaubert  and  TcH 
Beacon  have  brought  some  for  their  own  drinkiDg/' 

^^Perhaps  the  gentlemen  would  not  care  to  impm^' 
said  Ganlesse. 

"  O  fie  ! — anything  in  the  way  of  civility,"  repGdl 
Smith.  "  They  are,  in  truth,  the  best-natured  ladsiliNi. 
when  treated  respectfully  ;  so  that  if  you  would  pi^ 
fer " 

**  By  no  means,"  said  Ganlesse — ^*  a  glass  of  Chin- 
pagne  will  serve  in  a  scarcity  of  better.'' 

"  The  cork  iliall  surl  obscqukMis  to  my  tfaumb," 

said  Smith  ;  and  as  he  spoke,  he  untwisted  the  wire,  mI 
the  cork  struck  the  roof  of  the  cabin.  Each  guest  tool 
a  large  rummer  glass  of  the  sparkling  beverage,  whid 
Peveril  had  judgment  and  experience  enough  to  pio> 
nounce  exquisite. 

''  Give  me  your  hand,  sir,"  said  Smith  ;  "  it  is  tk 
6rst  word  of  sense  you  have  spoken  this  evening." 

"  Wisdom,  sir,"  replied  Peveril,  "  is  like  the  M 
ware  in  the  pedlar's  pack,  which  he  never  produces  d 
be  knows  his  customer." 

^'  Sharp  as  mustard,"  returned  the  bon  vivant ;  "  hd 
be  wise,  most  noble  pedlar,  and  take  another  rummer  d 
this  same  flask,  which  you  see  I  have  held  in  an  obliqiN 
position  for  your  service — not  permitting  it  to  retrognuk 
to  tJie  perpendicular.  Nay,  take  it  off  before  the  bubbll 
bursts  on  the  rim,  and  the  zest  is  gone." 

"  You  do  me  honour,  sir,"  said  Peveril,  taking  the  sec- 
ond  c;lass.  "  1  wish  you  a  belter  office  than  that  of  mj 
cup-bearer." 

'^  You  cannot  wish  Will  Smith  one  more  congenial  U 
his  nature,"  said  Ganlesse.  '*  Others  have  a  selfish  de- 
light in  tlie  objects  of  sense.  Will  thrives,  and  is  happj< 
by  imparting  them  to  his  friends." 

"  Better  help  men  to  pleasures  than  to  pains,  MasM: 
Ganlesse,"  answered  Smith,  somewhat  angrily. 

"  Nay,  wrath  thee  not.  Will  "  said  Ganlesse  ;    " 
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speak  no  words  in  haste,  lest  you  ni:iy  have  cause  to  re- 

'         pent  at  lei«?urc.     Do  1  hlainc  lliv  S(K*ial  ronccm  for  tlie 

pleasures  of  others  ?    Why,  man,  thou  do.;t  ilicrein  most 

*-         philosophically  multiply  thine  own.     A  man  has  but  one 

^  ^.      lliOiti  and  can  but  cat,  with  his  best  eiibrts,  some  five  or 

n  times  a-day  ;  but  thou  dincst  with  every  friend  that 

Ml  np  a  capoHy  and  art  quafFmg  wine  in  other  men's 

'=^'      pDels,  from  morning  to  night — et  sic  de  cttteris,^* 

^^  "Friend  Ganlesse/'  returned  Smith,  "  I  prithee  beware 

*4Ikni  knowest  1  can  cut  gullets  as  well  as  tickle  them." 

^  -  "  Ay,  Will,"  answered  Ganlesse,  carelessly  ;  "  I  think 

I  have  seen  thee  wave  thy  whinyard  at  the  throat  of  a 

Hogan^Mogan — a  Netherlandish  weasand,  which  expand- 

^  only  on  thy  natural  and  mortal  objects  of  aversion— 

J^       Dutch  cheese,  rye-bread,  pickled  herring,  onions,  and 

*f       Geneva." 

\  \  ^  For  pity's  sake,  forbear  the  description !"  said  Smith ; 

*      "thy  words  overpower  the  perfumes,  and  flavour  the 

i-       "Peitmeot  like  a  disli  of  salmagundi !" 

It  "  But  for  an  epiglottis  like  mine,"  continued  Ganlesse, 

I  iovm  which  the  most  delicate  morsels  are  washed  by 

;        iBeb  claret  as  thou  art  now  pouring  out,  thou  couldst  not, 

/^  thy  bitterest  mood,  wish  a  worse  fate  than  to  be  neck- 

^"^d  somewhat  tight  by  a  pair  of  white  arms." 

**   fiy  a  tenpenny  cord,"  answered  Smith  ;  "  but  not 
"^ou  were  dead  ;  that  thereafter    you    be     presently 
^''"'^Ci welled,  you  being  yet  alive  ;  that  your  head  be  then 
*'^«*ed  from  your  body,  and  your  body  divided  into 
jP'^^t  ers,  to  be  disposed  of  at  his  Majesty's  pleasure.-— 
"ow^r    like  you  that.  Master  Richard  Ganlesse  .>" 
.  HL'en  as  you  like  the  thoughts  of  dining  on  bran- 

^^  cj  and  milk-porridge — an  extremity  which  you  trus^ 
''^^^^K*  to  be  reduced  to.  But  all  this  shall  not  prevent 
^'^^  O*om  pledging  you  in  a  cup  of  sound  claret." 

^  ^  the  claret  circulated,  the  glee  of  the  company  in- 
cre^^^j  ;  and  Smith,  placing  the  dishes  which  had  been 
tnad  ^  uj;g  Qf  yp^n  ll,e  side-table,  stamped  with  his  foot 
^  ^  he  floor,  and  the  table,  sinking  down  a  trap,  again 
'^^A  loaded  with  olives,  sliced  neat's  tongue,  caviare,  and 
**'*^*'  provocatives  for  tlie  circulation  of  the  bQU\Q%  • 


•  •     . 
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**  Why,  Will,"  said  Ganlesse,  "  thou  art  a  more  coo- 
picte  mechanist  than  1  suspected  ;  thou  hast  brougbt  tif 
scene-shifting  inventions  to  Derbyshire  in  manreIious|f 
short  time/' 

*'  A  rope  and  piillies  can  be  easily  come  by,"  answer* 
ed  Will ;  "  and  with  a  saw  and  a  plane,  I  can  mantp 
that  business  in  half  a  day.  I  love  that  knack  of  cleM 
and  secret  conveyance — thou  knowest  it  was  the  founda- 
tion of  my  fortunes." 

"  It  may  be  the  wreck  of  tliem  too,  Will,"  replied 
bis  friend. 

"  True,  Diccon,"  answered  Will ;    "  but,  dum 
musy  vivarnvsj-ihai  is  my  motto ;  and  tlierewith  I  presefll 
you  a  brimmer  to  the  health  of  the  fair  lady  you  wot  oC" 

*'  [jct  it  come,  Will,"  replied  his  friend,  and  the  flaA 
circulated  briskly  from  hand  to  hand. 

Julian  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  seem  a  check  oo 
tiieir  festivity,  ns  he  hoped  in  its  progress  something  migk 
occur  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  character  and  piv* 
poses  of  his  companions.  But  he  watched  them  in  vaio* 
Their  conversation  was  animated  and  lively,  and  oftei 
bore  reference  to  the  literature  of  the  period,  in  which 
the  elder  seemed  particularly  well  skilled.  They  abo 
talked  freely  of  the  Court,  and  of  that  numerous  class  of 
gallants  who  were  then  described  as  "  men  of  wit  ind 
])leasure  about  town  ;"  and  to  whk^li  it  seemed  probable  , 
they  tliomselves  appertained. 

At  length  the  universal  topic  of  the  Popish  Plot  vtf 
started  ;  upon  which  Ganlesse  and  Smith  seemed  to  en- 
tertain the  most  opposite  o|)inions.  Ganlesse,  if  he  did 
not  maintain  the  autliority  of  Gates  in  its  utmost  extent, 
contended  that  at  least  it  was  confirmed  in  a  great  meas* 
ure  by  the  murder  of  Sir  Edinondsbury  Godfrey,  and 
the  letters  written  by  Coleman  to  the  confessor  of  tba 
French  King.^ 

With  much  more  noise,  and  less  power  of  reasoning* 
Will  Smith  hesitated  not  to  ridicule  and  run  down  tb^ 
whole  discovery,  as  one  of  the  wildest  and  most  caus^^ 
l:ss  alarms  which  had  ever  been  sounded  in  the  ears  c^ 
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a  credulous  public.  "  I  sliall  never  ibrget,"  be  said, 
^  Sir  Godfrey's  most  original  funeral.  Two  bouncing 
parsons,  well  armed  with  sword  and  pistol,  mounted  the 
pulpit,  to  secure  the  third  fellow  who  preached  from  be- 
Bg  murdered  in  the  face  of  the  congregation.  Three 
parsons  in  one  pulpit— tliree  suus  iu  one  hemisphere-— no 
wonder  men  stood  aghast  at  such  a  prodigy."^ 

*'  What  then,  Will,"  answered  his  companion,  "  you 
ire  one  of  those  who  think  the  good  Knight  murdered 
himsulf,  in  order  to  give  credit  to  the  Plot  ?" 

'*  By  my  faith,  not  1,"  said  the  other  ;  "  but  some  true- 
bhe  Protestant  might  do  tlie  job  for  him,  in  order  to  give 
the  thing  a  better  colour. — I  will  be  judged  by  our  silent 
friend,  whetlier  that  be  not  the  most  feasible  solution  of 
die  whole." 

"  I  pray  you,  pardon  me,  gentlemen,"   said  Julian ; 

"  I  am  but  just  landed  in  England,  and  am  a  stranger  to 

tbe  particular  circumstances  which  have  thrown  the  nation 

into  such  ferment.      It  would  be  the  highest  degree  of 

assurance  in  me  to  give  my  opinion  betwixt  gentlemen 

^bo  argue  the  matter  so  ably  ;    besides,  to  say  truth,  1 

c^'Q/ess  weariness— your  wine  is  more  potent  than  I  ex- 

P^tcd,  or  I  have  drank  more  of  it  than  I  meant  to  do." 

"  ^ay,  if  an  hour's  nap  will  refresh  you,"   said  the 

^Wer  of  ihe  strangers,    "  make  fto  ceremony  with  us. 

^our  bed — all  we  can  offer  as  such — is  that  old-fashioned 

yufo  h-built  sofa,  as  tlie  last  new  phrase  calls  it.      We 

*''3l|    [fQ  early  stirrers  to-morrow  morning." 

,  **    -And  that  we  may  be  so,"  said  Smith,  "  I  propose 

^^^    ve  do  sit  up  all  tliis  night — I  hate  lying  rough,  and 

"^tc^^t  a  pallet-bed.     So  have  at  another  flask,  and  tbe 

*^*^^st  lampoon  to  help  it  out — 

Now  B  plague  of  ihrir  voles 
Upon  papists  ami  pioi^. 
And  be  d— d  Doctor  Oates  ! 

Toi  de  rol. 


ic 


Ifay,  but  our  Puritanic  host,"  said  Ganlesse. 
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^*  I  have  bim  in  my  pocket,  man — his  eyeSi 
nose,  and  tongue,"  answered  bis  boon  conipanioa,  ''M 
all  in  my  possession." 

^'  In  Uiat  case,  when  you  give  bim  back  his  eyes  ai 
nose,  I  pray  you  keep  bis  ears  and  tongue,"  answeni 
Ganlesse.  *'  Seeing  and  smelling  are  organs  sufficientfa 
such  a  knave — ^to  bear  and  teU,  are  things  beshodll 
liave  no  manner  of  pretensions  to." 

^'  I  grant  you  it  were  well  done,"  answered  Smidi; 
<<  but  it  were  a  robbing  of  the  hangman  and  the  piUor; 
and  I  am  an  honest  fellow,  who  would  give  Dun'toi  un 
devil  his  due.     So, 


Alljnj  to  Great 
Long  lifc,  bve,  aad  pleatora ; 
May  tbo  Kini^  live  Ibr  ever ! 
Tis  no  mailer  Ibr  lu,  boyt." 

While  this  Bacchanalian  sc^ne  proceeded,  Julian  M 
wrapt  himself  closely  in  his  cloak,  and  stretched  himsdr 
on  the  couch  which  they  had  shown  to  him.  He  look* 
ed  towards  the  table  he  had  left — the  tapers  seemed  to 
become  hazy  and  dim  as  he  gazed — he  heard  the  soon' 
of  voices,  but  they  ceased  to  convey  any  impression  10 
bis  understanding ;  and  in  a  few  minutes,  he  was  faster 
asleep  than  he  had  ev^r  been  in  the  whole  course  of  hii 
life. 


CHAPTER  XXin. 

The  GonkMi  Uien  his  bugle  blew, 

And  said,  awa,  awa  ; 

llie  House  of  Rhodes  is  all  oo  flanw, 

I  bauld  it  time  to  ra'. 

Old  BaOmJ. 

Whkn  Julian  awakened  the  next  morning,  all  was  stil 
and  vacant  in  the  apartment.  The  rising  sun,  whicli 
shone  tlirough  tlie  half-closed  shutters,  showed  some  ret 
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iKt  of  the  last  nJgUl's  banquet,  wliich  his  confused  and 
Bnbbiog  head  assured  liim  had  bcun  carried  into  a  de- 

Without  being  much  of  a  boon  companion,  Jnltan,  like 
liber  young  tncu  of  the  time,  was  not  in  tiie  habit  of 
ibuining  wine,  which  was  then  used  in  considerable 
nnntilies;  and  he  coulil  not  help  buing  surprised,  that 
lite  few  cups  he  had  drunk  over  night  had  produced  ou 
lai  frame  the  GfTccls  of  excess.  He  rose  up,  adjusted  hi ^ 
dms,  and  sought  in  the  ap.inmcnl  for  water  to  perform 
biimonHng  ablutions,  but  witlioiil  success.  Wine  there 
wi)  on  iho  table ;  atid  beside  it  one  stool  stood,  and 
■notber  lay,  as  if  thrown  down  in  the  heedless  riot  of  the 
ertDiiig.  Surely,  he  thouglil  to  himself,  the  wine  must 
Imvc  been  very  powerful,  which  rendered  me  insensible 
luibciioi^e  my  companions  must  liavu  made  ere  ihcy 
Giiisbcd  their  carouse. 

Willi  mnmcuiary  suspicion  lie  examined  his  weapons, 
■nd  ilie  packet  which  he  had  received  from  the  Countess, 
■nd  kept  in  a  secret  pocket  of  hts  upper-coat,  bound  close 
^bout  his  person.  AH  was  snfe ;  and  the  vury  operation 
'Vmiiidcd  him  of  the  duties  wliJch  hiy  before  him.  Fie 
leftiliu  apartment  where  they  had  sup|>ed,  and  went  into 
"wilier,  wretched  enough,  where,  in  a  triicUle-bed,  were 
''Kiclicd  two  bodies,  covered  with  n  rug,  the  heads  be- 
"Hijjin'  to  which  were  amicably  deposited  upon  the  same 
"uwof  hay.  The  one  was' the  black  shock-bead  of  the 
Rfooin ;  the  other,  graced  with  a  long  ihrumh  night-cap, 
•Wed  a  grizzled  pale,  and  a  grave  caricatured  connte- 
lanre,  whieli  die  hook-nose  and  lantern-jaws  proclaimed 
^  bclmig  to  the  Gallic  minister  of  good  cheer,  whose 
^ises  be  had  heard  sung  forth  on  tlie  preceding  evening. 
Tliwe  worthies  seemed  to  have  slumbered  in  die  arms  of 
Bacchus  as  well  as  of  Morpheus,  for  there  were  broken 
iiski  on  the  floor;  and  their  deep  snoring  alone  showed 
lliai  they  were  alive. 

Bom  upon  resuming  his  journey,  as  duly  and  expcdi- 
!ace  alike  dictated,  Julian  next  descended  the  trap-stair, 
37     VOL.  I. 
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and  essayed  a  door  at  the  bottom  of  the  steps.  Itvi 
fastened  within.  He  called — no  answer  was  retuiM 
It  must  be^  lie  thoiii^ht,  the  apartment  of  tlie  revdki 
DOW  probably  sleeping  as  soundly  as  their  dcpenda 
still  slumbered,  and  as  he  himself  had  done  a  few  iiiiatf 
before.  Should  he  awake  them  ? — ^To  what  purpoa 
They  were  men  wiih  whom  accident  had  involved  b 
against  his  own  will ;  and  situalvd  as  he  was,  he  tbauj 
it  wise  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  breaking 
from  society,  which  was  suspicious,  and  might  be  pe 
ous.  Ruminating  thus,  he  essayed  another  door,  wU 
admitted  him  to  a  bed-room,  where  lav  another  barn 
nious  slumbcrer.  The  mean  utensils,  pewter  measui 
empty  cans  and  cp.sks,  with  which  this  room  was  Id 
bered,  proclaimed  it  tliat  of  the  host,  who  slept  surroof 
ed  by  his  professional  implements  of  hospitality  and  sifl 
in  trade. 

This  discovcrv  relieved  Peveril  from  some  deUfi 
embarrassment  which  he  had  formerly  entertained.  ] 
put  upon  the  table  a  piece  of  money,  sufficient,  is 
jtidgcd,  to  pay  his  shiire  of  the  preceding  night's  rccko 
in^  ;  not  caring  to  be  indebted  for  his  cntertainmeDt 
the  strangers,  whom  he  was  leaving  without  the  formal 
of  an  adieu. 

His  conscience  cleared  of  this  gcnlleman-likc  scnipl 
Peveril  proceeded  witii  a  light  heart,  though  soinewh 
a  dizzy  head,  to  the  stable,  which  he  easily  recoguiv 
among  a  few  other  paltry  out-houses.  His  horse,  r 
freshed  with  rest,  anci  perhaj)s  not  unmindful  of  bisse 
vices  the  evening  before,  neighed  as  his  master  enter 
the  stable  ;  and  Peveril  accepted  tiie  sound  as  an  oro 
of  a  prosperous  journey.  Jie  paid  the  augury  with 
sieve  full  of  corn  ;  and,  while  his  palfrey  profiled  by  I 
attention,  wiilked  into  llie  fresh  air  to  coo!  bis  heat 
blood,  and  cnnsiiler  what  course  he  should  pursue  in  ( 
(ler  to  roneh  liie  C':uule  of  MariindaJe  before  sunset.  1 
ac(piaiutance  with  the  couiUry  in  ireneral,  gave  him  a 
fidence  that  he  coulii  not  have  greatly  deviated  from  i 
nearest  road  ;    and   with  his  horse  in  good  cqpdition, 
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■ircd  he  miglit  easily  reach  Mnnindale  before  nigfal- 

ving  adjusted  his  mute  in  his  mind,  he  returned  into 
able  to  pre|>3re  his  steed  for  the  journey,  and  soon 
im  into  the  niinoiis  court-yard  of  the  inn,  bridled, 
»d  and  ready  to  be  mounted.  But  as  Pevenl's 
was  npoi)  the  matie,  and  his  left  foot  in  tlic  stirrup, 
i  toticlicd  bis  cloak,  and  tlie  voice  of  Ganlcsse  said, 
at,  Master  Peveril,  is  this  your  foreign  breeding? 
re  yon  learned  in  France  to  take  French  leave  of 
friends  ?" 

ian  started  like  a  gnihy  thing,  ahlioiigh  a  moment's 
lion  assured  him  that  lie  was  neither  wrong  nor  in 
T.  "  1  cared  not  to  disturb  yon,"  he  said,  "  al- 
h  I  did  come  as  far  as  the  door  of  your  chamber, 
posed  your  friend  and  you  might  require,  after  our 
light's  revel,  rather  sleep  than  ceremony.  I  left 
tro  bed,  though  a  rou2;li  one,  with  more  reluctance 
usual  i  and  as  my  occasions  oblige  me  (0  be  en 
traveller,  I  thought  it  best  to  depart  without  leare- 
r.  I  have  left  a  token  for  mine  host,  on  the  table 
i  apartment." 

t  was  unnecessary,"  said  Ganlesse ;  "  the  rascal  is 
jy  overpaid. — Hut  are  you  not  rather  premature 
iir  purpose  of  departing  ?  My  mind  tells  me  that 
et  Julian  Pcvcril  had  better  proceed  with  me  to 
Ion,  than  turn  aside  for  any  purpose  whatever.  You 
see  already,  that  I  am  no  ordinary  person,  but  a 
^'-spirit  of  the  time.  For  the  cuckoo  I  travel  with, 
whom  I  indulge  in  his  prodigal  follies,  he  also  has 
les.  But  you  are  of  a  difTurom  cast ;  and  I  not  only 
i  serve  you,  but  even  wish  you  to  be  my  own." 
Itan  gazed  on  this  singular  person  when  he  spoke, 
lave  already  said  bis  figure  was  mean  ami  slight, 
very  ordinary  and  unmarked  features,  unless  we 
to  distinguish  iho  lightnings  of  a  keen  grey  eye, 
1  corresponded,  in  iis  careless  and  pridoful  glance, 
the  haughty  superiority  wliirli  llic  stranger  assumed 
)  conversation.     It  was  not  (ill  after  a  momentary 
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pause,  that  Julian  rf^lied,  "  Can  you  wonder,  ai|  fc 
in  iny  cii-cnmstances — if  they  ai-e  indeed  known  to  f 
so  well  as  they  seem — I  should  decline  unnecessaijOB 
(idencc  on  the  ailiiirs  of  moment  ^vhich  have  calMi 
hhher,  or  refuse  the  company  of  a  stranger,  whoHa| 
no  reascn  for  desiring  mine  ?'* 

<'  Be  it  as  you  list,  young  man,"  answered  Ganla 
**  only  remember  hereafter,  you  bad  a  fair  offer — itb 
every  one  to  whom  I  would  have  made  it.  If  we  ik 
meet  hereafter,  on  other,  and  on  worse  terms,  iin(Ml 
to  yourself,  and  not  to  me." 

"  I  understand  not  your  threat,"  answered  Pet 
'*  if  a  threat  be  indeed  implied.  I  have  done  no  ei 
I  feel  no  apprehension — and  I  cannot,  in  common  se 
conceive  why  I  should  suffer  for  refusing  my  conSdi 
to  a  stranger,  who  seems  to  require  that  I  should  sul 
me  blindfold  to  his  guidance." 

"  Farewell,  then,  Sir  Julian  of  the  Peak, — that 
soon  be,"  said  the  stranger,  removing  the  hand  whic 
had  as  yet  left  carelessly  on  the  horse's  bridle. 

"  IIow  mean  you  by  that  phrase  ?"  said  Julian }  " 
why  apply  such  a  title  to  me  ?" 

The  stranger  smiled,  and  only  answere'd,  "  Here 
conference  ends.  Tiie  way  is  before  you.  You 
find  it  longer  and  rougher  than  that  by  which  I  w 
liave  guided  you." 

So  saying,  Ganlesse  turned  his  back  and  walked  tow 
the  house.  On  the  threshold  he  turned  about  once  m 
and  seeing  that  Peveril  had  not  yet  moved  from  the  J 
he  again  smiled  and  beckoned  to  him  ;  but  Julian 
called  by  that  sign  to  recollection,  spurred  his  horse, 
set  forward  on  his  journey. 

It  was  not  long  ere  his  local  acquaintance  with 
country  enabled  him  to  regain  the  road  to  Martin 
from  which  he  had  diverged  on  the  preceding  eve 
for  about  two  miles.  But  the  roads,  or  rather  the  p 
of  this  wild  country,  so  much  satirized  by  their  d 
poet.  Cotton,  were  so  complicated  in  some  place 
difficult  to  be  traced  in  others,  and  so  unfit  for  1 
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travelliDg  in  almost  all,  that  in  spite  of  Julian's  utmost 
exertions,  and  though  he  made  no  longer  delay  upon  the 
journey  tlian  was  necessary  to  bait  his  horse  at  a  small 
bamlet  through  which  he  passed  at  noon,  it  was  night-fall 
ere  be  reached  an  eminence,  from  which,  an  hour  sooner, 
the  batdements  of  Martindale  Castle  would  have  been 
""  viMble ;  and  where,  when  they  were  hid  in  night,  their 
MnatioQ  was  indicated  by  a  light  constantly  maintained 
IB  a  lofty  tower,  called  the  Warder's  Turret ;  and  which 
^estic  beacon  bad  acquired,  through  all  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  name  of  Peveril's  Pole-star. 

This  was  regularly  kindled  at  curfew  toll,  and  supplied 
^ib  as  much  wood  and  charcoal  as  maintained  the  light 
""  sunrise ;  and  at  no  period  was  the  ceremonial  omitted, 
jt        *Wiig  during  the  space  intervening  between  the  death 
r       ^  a  Lord  of  the  Castle  and  his  interment.     When  this 
^  event  had  taken  place,  the  nightly  beacon  was  re- 
^'Milcd  with  some  ceremony,  and  continued  till  fate  call- 
^  tlie  successor  to  sleep  with  his  fathers.      It  is  not 
•oown  frora  what  circumstance  the  practice  of  maintain- 
'"5     t^liis  light  originally  sprung.      Tradition  spoke  of  it 
doubtfully.     Some  thought  it  was  the  signal  of  general 
jj^l^itality,  which,  in  ancient  times,  guided  the  wandering 
*"*Slit,  or  the  weary  pilgrim,  to  rest  and  refreshment. 
Othc^rs  spoke  of  it  as  a    "love-lighted  watchOre,"    by 
vmoli  ilie  provident  anxiety  of  a  former  lady  of  Martin- 
date   guided  her  husband  homeward  through  the  terrors 
oC^   midnight  storm.     The  less  favourable  construction 
ol  unfriendly  neighbours  of  the  dissenting  persuasion,  as- 
cribed the  origin  and  continuance  of  this  practice,  to  the 
U^ming  pride  of  the  family  of  Peveril,  who  thereby 
c\t(>se  to  intimate  their  ancient  suzerainie  over  the  whole 
country,  in  the  manner  of  the  admiral,  who  carries  the 
laDtem  in  the  poop,  for  the  guidance  of  the  fleet.     And 
V        10  the  former  times,  our  old  friend  Master  Solsgrace 
Jealt  from  the  pulpit  many  a  hard  hit  against  Sir  Geof- 
frey, as  he  that  had  raised  his  horn,  and  set  up  his  candle- 
stick on  high.     Certain  it  is,  that  all  the  Peverils,  from 
27*    VOL.  I. 
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father  to  son,  had  been  especially  attentive  to  the  maii- 
tenance  of  this  custom,  as  something  intimately  conoecieJ 
with  the  dignity  of  their  family  ;  and  in  the  bands  of  Sir 
GeofFrey,  the  observance  was  not  likely  to  be  omitted. 

Accordingly,  the  palar-star  of  Peveril  had  continued 
to  beam  more  or  less  brightly  during  all  tiie  vicissitude! 
of  tlic  Civil  War ;  and  glimmered,  however  faintly,  during 
the  subsequent  period  of  Sir  Geoffrey's  depressiou.  But 
he  was  often  heard  to  say,  and  sometimes  to  swear,  tint 
while  there  was  a  perch  of  woodland  left  to  tiie  estate,  thf 
old  beacon-grate  should  not  lack  replenishing.  All  thii 
his  son  Julian  well  knew  ;  and  therefore  it  was  with  N 
ordinary  feelings  of  surprise  and  anxiety,  that,  looking  ii 
the  direction  of  the  Castle,  he  perceived  that  the  light  wi» 
not  visible.  He  halted — rubbed  his  eyes — sliifted  Us  ^ 
position — and  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  persuade  bimseir  I 
that  he  had  mistaken  the  point  from  wiiich  the  polar-star 
of  his  house  was  visible,  or  that  some  newly  interveaiif 
obstacle,  the  growth  of  a  plantation,  perhaps,  or  tbe  erec- 
tion of  some  building,  intercepted  the  light  of  the  beacoo. 
But  a  moment's  reflection  assured  him,  that  from  the  hi^ 
and  free  situation  which  Martindale  Castle  bore  in  refe^ 
ence  to  the  surrounding  country,  this  could  not  have  takeo 
place  ;  and  the  inference  necessarily  forced  itself  upoo 
his  mind,  that  Sir  GcofTrcy,  his  father,  was  either  deccasedi 
or  that  the  family  must  have  been  disturbed  bysomestrangB 
calamity,  under  the  pressure  of  which,  their  wonted  cus- 
tom and  solemn  usage  had  been  neglected. 

Under  the  influence  of  undefmable  apprehension,  youog 
Peveril  now  struck  the  spurs  into  his  jaded  steed,  and 
forcing  him  down  the  broken  and  steep  path,  at  a  pace 
which  set  safety  at  defiance,  he  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Martindale-Mouhrassic,  eagerly  desirous  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  this  ominous  eclipse.  The  street,  through  which 
his  tired  horse  paced  slow  and  reluctantly,  was  now  de- 
serted and  empty;  and  scarcely  a  candle  twinkled  from* 
casement,  exr»cpting  from  the  latticed  window  of  the  littl* 
inn,  called  the  Peveril  Anns,  from  which  a  broad  ligtt 
shone,  and  several  voices  were  heard  in  rude  festivity 
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Before  the  door  of  this  inn,  the  jaded  palfrey,  guided 
^y  the  instinct  or  experience  which  mukcs  a  hackney  well 
Acquainted  with  the  outsitle  of  a  iiouse  of  entertain m'.3nt9 
made  so  sudden  and  dctennincd  a  pause,  that,  notwith- 
ttanding  his  haste,  the  rider  thought  it  best  to  dismount, 
expecting  to  be  readily  supplied  with  a  fresh  horse  by 
Roger  Raine,  the  landlord,  the  ancient  dependant  of  his. 
fifflily.     He  also  wished  to  relieve  his  anxiety,  by  inquir- 
ing concerning  the  state  of  things  at  the  Castle,  when  ho 
ns  surprised  to  bear,  bursting  from  the  tap-room  of  the 
hjzl  old  host,  a  well-known  song  of  the  Commonwealth 
time,  which  some  puritanical  wag  had  written  in  reprehen- 
jion  of  the  Cavaliers,  and  their  dissolute  courses,  and  in 
wbicfa  his  father  came  in  for  a  lash  of  the  satirist. 

Ye  tboogfai  io  the  worid  there  was  do  power  to  tame  ye, 
So  yoa  tippled  and  drabb'd  till  the  saiols  overcame  ye  ; 
**  Fonoolb/'  and  '*  Nc*^  stir/'  sir,  bave  vanquished,  **  G— d—n  me," 

Which  nobody  can  deny. 

There  wai  bluflT  old  Sir  Geoflfrey  loved  l>ran<Iy  and  mum  wdl, 
And  to  ice  a  beer>g1a«s  tum'd  over  the  thumb  well : 
But  be  60d  like  the  wind,  before  FairTaz  and  Cromwull, 

Wbicfa  iK^Mxiy  caa  deny. 

Some  strange  revolution,  Julian  was  aware,  must  have 
taken  place,  both  in  the  village  and  in  the  Casde,  ere 
these  sounds  of  unseemly  insult  could  have  bocu  poured 
forth  ID  the  very  inn  which  was  decorated  with  the  armo- 
rial bearings  of  his  family  ;  and  not  knowing  how  far  it 
might  be  advisable  to  intrude  on  these  unfriendly  revellers, 
without  the  power  of  repelling  or  chastising  their  insolence, 
he  led  his  horse  to  a  back-door,  which,  as  he  recollected, 
communicated  with  the  landlord's  apartment,  having  de- 
termined to  make  private  inquiry  of  him  conoernlng  the 
state  of  matters  at  the  Castle.  lie  knocked  repeatedly, 
and  as  often  called  on  Roa:er  Raine  with  an  earnest  but 
stifled  voice.  At  length  a  female  voice  replied,  hy  the 
usual  inquiry,  "  Who  is  there  ?"' 

"  It  is  I,  Dame  Raine — 1,  Julian  Pevcril — ^tell  jour 
husband  to  come  to  me  presently." 
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**  Alack,  and  a-wcll-a-day,  Master  Jtilian»if  itbeidlf 
jou — ^}'ou  are  to  know  my  poor  goodroan  has  gone  when 
be  can  come  to  no  one  ;  but,  doubtless,  we  shall  all goM 
him,  as  Slatthew  Ciiambcrlain  says." 

*^  He  is  dead,  then  ?"  said  Julian.     "  I  am  eitremdj 
sorry- 


"  Dead  six  months  and  more,  Master  Julian ;  and  let 
ine  tell  you,  it  is  a  long  time  for  a  loue,  woman,  as  Matt 
Chamberlain  says " 

"  Well,  do  you  or  your  ciianiberlain  undo  the  door.  I 
want  a  fresh  horse  ;  and  I  want  to  know  bow  things  ire 
at  the  Castle." 

"  The  Castle — lack-a-day  !—  Chamberlain — Matthew 
Chamberlain — I  say,  Matt  !" 

Matt  Chamberlain  apparently  was  at  no  great  distance, 
for  he  presently  answered  her  call  ;  and  Peveril,  u  be 
stood  close  to  the  door,  could  hear  them  whispering  to 
each  other,  and  distinguish  in  a  great  measure  what  tbcj 
^said.     And  here  it  may  be  noticed,  that  Dame  Raine,  ac- 
customed to  submit  to  the  authority  of  old  Roger,  who 
vindicated  as  well  the  husband's  domestic  prerogative,  is 
that  of  the  monarch  in  the  state,  had,  when  left  a  buxoffl 
widow,  been  so  far  incommoded  by  the  exercise  of  her 
newly  acquired  independence,  that  she  had  recourse,  upoo 
all  occasions,  to  the  advice  of  Matt  Chamberlain  ;  and  as 
Matt  began  no  longer  to  go  slipshod,  and  in  a  red  night' 
cap,  but  wore  Spanish  shoes,  and  a  high-crowned  beaver^ 
(at  least  of  a  Sunday,)  and  moreover  was  called  Masted 
Alattliew  by  his  fellow-servants,  the  neighbours  in  tlicvil^ 
lagc  argued  a  speedy  change  of  the  name  on  the  sign-post  ^ 
nay,  perhaps,  of  the  very  sign  itself,  for  Matthew  was  abiC 
of  a  Puritan,  and  no  friewJ  to  Peveril  of  the  Peak. 

"  Now  counsel  me,  an  you  be  a  man.  Malt  Chamber- 
lain," said  Widow  Riiine  ;  "  for  never  sci«,  if  here  be  iwl 
Master  Julian's  own  self,  and  he  wants  a  horse,  and  what 
not,  and  all  as  if  things  were  as  they  wont  to  be." 

"  Why,  dame,  an  ye  will  walk  by  my  counsel,"  said  the 
Chamberlain,  "  e'en  shake  him  off — let  him  be  jogging 
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iile  bis  boots  are  green.     This  is  no  world  for  folks  to 
aid  tlieir  fingers  in  other  folks'  broth." 
"  And  that  is  well  spoken,  truly,"    answered  Damo 
laioe  ;  '*  But  then,  look  you,  Matt,  we  have  eaten  their 
read,  and,  as  my  poor  goodinan  used  to  say " 

^  Nay,  nay,  dame,  they  that  walk  by  the  counsel  of 
he  dead,  siiall  have  none  of  the  living,  and  so  you  may 
io  as  you  list ;  but  if  you  will  walk  by  mine,  drop  latch, 
md  draw  bolt,  and  bid  him  seek  quarters  fanhcr — that  is 
my  counsel." 

••  I  desire  nothing  of  yon,  sirrah,"  said  Peveril,  "  save 
b«  to  know  how  Sir  Geoffrey  and  his  lady  do  ?" 

"  Lack-a-d»y  ! — lack-a-diiy  !"  in  a  tone  of  sympathy, 
vas  the  only  answer  he  received  from  the  landlady  ;  and 
Ibe  conversation  betwixt  her  and  her  chamberlain  was 
Rsuroed,  but  in  a  tone  too  low  to  be  overheard.  At  length 
Uatt  Chamberlain  spoke  aloud,  and  with  a  tone  of  author- 
ity :  <'  We  undo  no  doors,  at  this  time  of  night,  for  it  is 
igaiDst  the  Justices'  orders,  and  might  cost  us  our  license  ; 
lod  for  the  Castle,  the  road  up  to  it  lies  before  you,  and 
I  think  you  know  it  as  well  as  wc  do." 

"  And  I  know  you,"  said  Peveril,  remounting  his 
vearied  horse,  "  for  an  ungrateful  churl,  whom,  on  the 
Erst  opportunity,  I  will  assuredly  cudgel  to  a  mummy." 

To  this  menace  Matthew  made  no  reply,  and  Peveril 
presently  heard  him  leave  the  apartment,  after  a  few  earn- 
est words  betwixt  him  and  his  mistress. 

Impatient  at  this  delay,  and  at  the  evil  omen  implied  in 
Aese  people's  conversation  and  deportment,  Peveril,  after 
nine  vain  spurring  of  his  horse,  which  positively  refused 
to  move  a  step  farther,  dismounted  once  more,  and  was 
*hout  to  pursue  his  journey  on  foot,  notwithstanding  the 
extreme  disadvantage  under  which  the  high  riding-boots 
oCtbe  period  laid  those  who  attempted  to  walk  with  such 
incumbrances,  when  he  was  slopped  by  a  gentle  call  from 
^  window. 

Her  counsellor  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  the  good- 
'^'wreand  habitual  veneration  of  the  dame. for  the  houso 
^  Peveril,  and  perhaps  some  fear  for  her  counsellor'^ 
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bones,  induced  her  to  open  the  casement^  and  cry,  hi 
11  a  low  and  timid  tone,  "  Hist  !  hist !  Master  Julian- 
be  you  gone  ?" 

"  Not  yet,  dame,"  said  Julian  ;  "  though  it  seems  nj 
stay  is  unwelcome." 

"  Nay,  but,  good  young  master,  it  is  because  men  coan- 
sel  so  ditferently  ;  for  here  was  my  poor  old  Roger  Raine 
would  have  thought  the  chimney-corner  too  cold  for  you; 
and  here  is  Matt  Chamberlain  thinks  the  cold  court-}'ard 


is  warm  enougli." 


'*  Never  mind  that,  dame,"  said  Julian ;  "  do  but  oojj 
tell  me  what  has  happened  at  Martindale  Castle  ?  I  see 
the  beacon  is  extinguished."  . 

"  Is  it  in  troth  ? — ay,  like  enough — then  good  Sir  Geof- 
frey IS  gone  to  Heaven  with  my  old  Roger  Raine  !" 

"  Sacred  Heaven  !"  exclaimed  Peveril  5  "  when  WM 
my  father  taken  ill  ?" 

"  Never,  as  I  knows  of,"  said  the  dame  ;  "  but,  abort 
three  hours  since,  arrived  a  party  at  the  Castle,  with  buff- 
coats  and  bnndoleei's,  and  one  of  the  Parliament's  Uks, 
like  in  Oliver's  time.     Mv  old  Rosier  Raine  would  haw 
shut  the  gates  of  the  inu  against  them,  but  he  is  in  ibe 
rhurch-yard,  and  Malt  says  it  is  against  law  ;  and  so  they 
came  in  and  ri.'frcs!iL*d  men  and  horse,  and  sent  for  Master 
Dridgenorth,  that  is  at  Moultrassic-Hall  even  now  ;  and 
so  they  went  up  to  the  Caslle,  and  there  was  a  fray,  it  is 
like,  as  tiie  old  knight  was  no  man  to  take  napping,  as 
j)oor  Roger  Rai.ie  used  to  say.     Always  the  otlicersbad 
the  hest  on't  ;  and  reason  there  is,  since  they  had  law  of 
tlieir  side,  as  our  Matthew  snys.     But  since  the  pole-star 
of  the  Castle  is  out,  as  your  honour  says,  why,  doubtless, 
the  old  gentleman  is  diiad." 

"  Gracious  Heaven  ! — Dear  dame,  for  love  or  gold, 
let  me  have  a  horse  to  make  for  the  Castle!" 

"  The  Cattle  ?"  said  the  dame  ;  "  the  Roundheads 
as  my  poor  lioi;er  called  them,  will  kill  you  as  they  have 
killed  your  fatlier  !     Heller  creep  into  the  wood-house 
and  I  will  send  Rett  with  a  blanket  and  some  supper — Or 
stay — my  old  Dobbin  stands  in  the  little  stable  beside  the 
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Aen-coop— e'en  lake  Lira,  and  make  the  best  of  your  way 
out  of  tlie  country,  for  there  is  no  safety  here  for  you. 
Hear  what  songs  some  of  them  are  singing  at  the  tap  ? — 
so  take  Dobbin,  and  do  not  forget  to  leave  your  own  horse 
iastead." 

Peveril  waited  to  bear  no  farther,  only,  that  just  as  be 
turned  to  go  off  to  the  stable,  the  compassionate  female 
was  heard  to  exclaim, — ''  O  Lord  !  what  will  Matthew 
Chamberlain  say  ?''  but  instantly  added,  "  Liet  him  say 
what  he  will,  1  may  dispose  of  what's  my  own." 

With  the  haste  of  a  double-fee'd  hostler  did  Julian  ex- 
change the  equipments  of  his  jaded  brute  with  poor  Dob- 
bin, who  stood  quietly  tugging  at  his  rack-full  of  hay, 
without  dreamin:;  of  the  business  which  was  that  nidit 
destined  for  him.  Notwithstanding  the  darkness  of  the 
place,  Julian  succeeded  marvellous  quickly  in  preparing 
for  his  journey  ;  and  leaving  his  own  horse  to  6nd  its  way 
to  Dobbin's  rack  by  instinct,  he  leaped  upon  his  new  ac- 
quisition, and  spurred  him  sharply  against  the  hill,  which 
rises  steeply  from  the  village  to  the  Castle.  Dobbin,  little 
accustomed  to  such  exertions,  snorted,  panted,  and  trotted 
as  briskly  as  he  could,  imtil  at  length  he  brought  his  rider 
before  the  entrance-gate  of  his  father's  ancient  seat. 

The  moon  was  now  rising,  but  the  portal  was  hidden 
from  its  beams,  being  situated,  as  we  have  mentioned  else- 
where, in  a  deep  recess  betwixt  two  large  flanking  towers. 
Peveril  disnicunted,  turned  his  horse  loo.?e,  and  advanc- 
ed to  the  gate,  which,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  he 
found  ojicn.  He  entered  the  larzc  court -yard  ;  and  could 
then  perceive  that  lights  yet  twinkled  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  building,  although  he  had  not  before  observed  them, 
owing  to  the  height  of  the  outward  walls.  The  main  door, 
or  great  hall-gate,  as  it  was  called,  was,  since  the  partially 
decayed  state  of  the  family,  seldom  opened,  save  on  oc- 
casions of  pnriicular  ceremony.  A  smaller  postern  door 
served  the  purpose  of  ordinary  entrance;  and  to  that  Ju- 
lian now  repaired.  This  also  was  open — a  circumstance; 
which  would  of  itself  have  alarmed  him,  had  he  not  al- 
ready had  so  many  causes  fur  apprehension.     His  heart 
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sunk  within  bim  as  he  turned  to  the  left,  throu^  t 
outward  hall,  towards  the  great  parlour,  which  the  {udf 
usually  occupied  as  a  sitting  apartment ;  and  his  ahm 
became  still  greater,  when,  on  a  nearer  approach,  he  heari 
proceeding  from  thence  the  murmur  of  several  voicn. 
He  threw  the  door  of  the  apartment  wide  ;  and  the  9^ 
which  was  thus  displayed,  warranted  all  the  evil  bodiogi  • 
which  he  had  entertained. 

In  front  of  him  stood  the  old  kqight,  whose  arms  wen 
strongly  secured^  over  the  elbows,  by  a  leathern  beh  dnwn 
tight  round  them,  and  made  fust  behind  ;  iwo  niffiaolj- 
looking  gicn,  apparently  his  guards,  had  hold  of  hisdoolh 
let.     Tlie  scabbardless  sword  which  lay  on  the  floor,  ind 
the  empty  sheath  which  hung  by  Sir  Geoffrey's  side,  show- 
ed the  stout  old  Cavalier  had  not  been  reduced  to  this 
state  of  bondage  without  an  attempt  at  resistance.    Tvo 
or  three  persons,  having  their  backs  turned  towards  JuliiD, 
sat  round  a  table,  and  appeared  engaged  in  writing — the 
voices  which  he  had  heard  were  theirs,  as  they  murmured 
to  each  other.     Lady  Pevcril — the  emblem  of  death,  so 
pallid  was  her  countenance — stood  at  the  distance  of  a 
yard  or  two  from  her  husband,  upon  whom  her  eyes  were 
(ixcd  with  an  intcnseness  of  gaze,  like  that  of  one  wbo 
looks  iier  Inst  on  the  object  which  she  loves  the  best.    She 
was  the   first  to  perceive  Julian  ;  and   she  exclaimed, 
"  lilerciful  Heaven  ! — my  son  ! — the  misery  of  our  house 
is  complete  !" 

"  RIy  son  !"  echoed  Sir  Geoffrey,  starting  from  the 
sullen  state  of  dejection,  and  swearing  a  deep  oath — •*  thoa 
art  come  in  the  right  time,  Julian.  Strike  me  one  good 
blow — cleave  me  that  traitorous  thief  from  the  crown  to 
the  brisket !  and  that  done,  I  care  not  what  comes  next." 

The  sight  of  his  father's  situation  made  the  son  forget 
the  inequahty  of  the  contest  whici)  he  was  about  to  pro- 
voke. 

"  Villains,"  he  said,  "  unhand  him  !"  and  rushing  oo 
the  guards  with  his  drawn  sword,  compelled  them  to  let 
go  Sir  Geoffrey,  and  stand  on  their  own  defence. 


PBTBBa  OF  TUB  PEAK.  S3d 

SirGeofirey,  thus  far  liberated,  shouted  to  his  lady, 
Undo  the  belt,  dame,  and  we  will  have  three  good  blows 
r  it  yet — tbey  must  Gght  well  that  beat  both  father  and 
a!" 

But  one  of  those  men  who  liad  started  up  from  tho 
iting-table  when  the  fray  commenced,  prevented  Lady 
ireiil  froni  rendering  her  husband  this  assistance ;  while 
other  easily  mastered  the  hampered  Knight,  though  not 
ihout  receiving  several  severe  kicks  from  his  heavy  boots 
■bis  condition  permitting  hhn  no  other  mode  of  defence, 
lllird,  who  saw  that  Julinn,  young,  active,  and  animated 
ih  the  fury  of  a  son  who  figiits  for  liis  parents,  was  com- 
Ifaigthe  (wo  guards  to  give  ground,  seized  on  his  collar, 
d  iltempted  to  master  his  sword.  Suddenly  dropping 
It  weapon,  and  snatching  one  of  his  pistols,  Julian  fired 
«lhe  head  of  the  person  by  whom  he  was  thus  assailed, 
e  did  not  drop,  hut,  staggering  back  as  if  he  had  re- 
ived a  severe  bkivv,  showed  PeveriJ,  as  he  sunk  into  a 
sbiir,  the  features  of  old  Bridgenonh,  blackened  with 
>  explosion,  which  had  even  set  fire  to  a  part  of  his  grey 
ix.  A  cry  of  astonishment  escaped  from  Julian  ;  end 
the  alarm  and  horror  of  the  moment,  he  was  easily  se- 
nd and  disarmed  by  those  with  whom  he  had  been  at 
ct  engaged. 

"  Heed  it  not,  Julian,"  said  Sir  GeofTrey  ;  "  heed  it 
:,  my  brave  boy — that  shot  has  balanced  all  accompts  ! 
Bui  how — what  the  devil — he  lives  ! — Was  your  pistol 
ded  with  chafT  ?  or  has  the  foul  Send  given  him  proof 
linst  lead  i" 

There  was  some  reason  for  Sir  Geoflrey'a  surprise, 
ce,  as  he  spoke.  Major  Bridgenorlii  collected  himself 
sat  up  in  the  chair  as  one  who  recovers  from  a  stunning 
>w— then  rose,  and  wiping  with  Ins  handkerchief  the 
irks  of  the  esplosion  from  his  face,  lie  approached  Ju- 
II,  and  said,  in  ihe  same  cold  tinuliered  lone  in    which 

asually  expressed  himself,  "  Young  man,  you  have 
inn  to  bless  God,  who  has  this  day  saved  you  from  the 
nmission  of  a  great  crime." 
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**-  Bless  the  devil,  je  crop-eared  knave  !**  exc 
Sir  Geoffrey  ;  **  for  nothing  less  than  the  fiuhei 
fanatics  saved  your  brains  fiom  being  blown  ab( 
tlic  rinsings  of  Beelzebub's  porridge-pot  !" 

**  Sir  Geoffrey/'  said  Major  Bridgenorth,  **\h 
ready  told  you,  that  with  you  I  will  hold  no  arp 
for  to  you  I  am  not  accountable  for  any  of  my  ai 

*'  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  the  lady,  maknq^i 
cfibrt  to  speak,  and  to  speak  with  calmness,  "  wl 
revenge  your  Christian  state  of  conscience  may  per 
to  take  on  my  husband — I — I,  who  have  some  i 
experience  compassion  at  your  htind,  for  most  sii 
did  I  compassionate  you  when  the  hand  of  Hea? 
heavy  on  you — I  implore  you  not  to  involve  my  sn 
common  ruin  ! — Let  the  destruction  of  the  fatfa 
mother,  with  the  ruin  o(  our  ancient  house,  satisf 
resentment  for  any  wrong  which  you  have  ever  n 
at  my  husband's  hand." 

"  Hold  your  peace,  housewife,"  said  the  Knight] 
speak  like  a  fool,  and  meddle  with  what  concerns} 
— Wrong  at  my  hand  ?  The  cowardly  knave  h 
had  but  even  too  much  right.  Had  i  cudgelled  ) 
soundly  when  he  &rsl  bayed  at  me,  the  cowardly  a 
had  been  now  crouching  at  my  feet,  instead  of  fl 
my  throat.  But  if  I  get  tiirough  Uiis  action,  as  I  b 
through  worse  weather,  I  will  pay  off  old  scores,  u 
tough  crab-tree  and  cold  iron  will  bear  me  out." 

"  Sir  Geoffrey,"  replied  Bridgenorth,  "  if  the  bl 
boast  of  has  made  you  blind  to  better  principles,  il 
have  at  least  taught  you  civility.  What  do  you  CQ 
of  ?  I  am  a  magistrate  ;  and  I  execute  a  warra 
dressed  to  me  by  the  first  authority  in  the  state, 
creditor  also  of  yours  ;  and  law  arms  me  with  poi 
recover  my  own  property  from  the  hands  of  an  in 
dent  debtor." 

"  You  a  magistrate  !"  said  the  Knight ;  "  much 
magistrate  as  Noll  was  a  monarch.  Vour  heart  i 
warraut,  because  you  have  the  Kiug^s  pardon  ;  a 
replaced  on  the  bench,  forsooth,  to  persecute  tb 
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Papist.  There  was  never  turmoil  in  the  state,  but  knaves 
had  their  vantage  by  it — never  pot  boiled^  but  the  scum 
was  cast  uppermost." 

"  For  God's  sake,  my  dearest  husband,"  said  Lady 
Pcveril,  '*  cease  this  wild  talk !  It  can  but  incense  Mas* 
ter  Bridgenorth,  who  might  otherwise  consider,  that  in 
eonunoD  charity — — " 

"  locense  him  !"  said  Sif  Geoffrey,  impatiently  inter- 
npdng  her ;  "  God's-death,  madam,  you  will  drive  me 
mad !  Have  you  lived  so  long  in  this  world,  and  yet  ex- 
pect consideration  and  charily  from  on  old  starved  wolf 
like  that  ?  And  if  he  had  it,  do  you  think  that  I,  or  you, 
madam,  as  my  wife,  are  subjects  for  his  charity  ?— Julian, 
my  poor  fellow,  I  am  sorry  thou  hast  come  so  unluckily, 
ttoce  thy  petroncl  was  not  better  loaded — but  thy  credit 
tt  lost  for  ever  as  a  marksman." 

Tijis  angry  colloquy  passed  so  rapidly  on  all  sides,  that 
^^s^rif  scarce  recovered  from  the  extremity  of  astonish- 
ment with  which  he  was  overwhelmed  at  finding  himself 
'''ddeuly  plunged  into  a  situation  of  such  extremity,  had 
m*^  tiine  to  consider  in  what  way  he  could  most  ciTectually 
*ct  lor  (he  succour  of  his  parents.     To  speak  Bridge- 
l^orth  fair,  seemed  the  more  prudent  course  ;  but  to  Uiis 
.  |>t"ide  could  hardly  stoop ;  yet  he  forced  himself  to  say, 
l^'tti    as  much  calmness  as  he  could  assume,  '^  Master 
•Uriel  genorth,  since  you  act  as  a  magistrate,  I  desire  to  bo 
^feat^d  according  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  and  demand 
^  tnow  of  what  we  are  accused,  and  by  whose  authority 
^^  o  re  arrested  ?" 

**  Here  is  another  liowlet  for  ye  !"  exclaimed  the  im» 
P^^^^Qus  old  Knight ;  "  his  motlier  speaks  to  a  Puritan  of 
cbar-ity  •  and  thou  must  talk  of  law  to  a  roundheaded 
rebf:s|^  wiili  a  wannion  to  you  !  What  warrant  hatli  he,  tliink 
yc,  l^eyond  the  Parliament's  or  the  devil's  ?" 

**    Who  speaks  of  the  Parliament  ?"  said  a  person  en- 

^^^"^S*  whom  Peveril  recognized  as  the  official  person 

vbocYi  he  had  before  seen  at  the  horse-dealer's,  and  who 

WK^  bustled  in  with  all  the  conscious  dignity  of  plenary 

tttdiority, — <<  Who  talks  of  the  Parliament  ?"  he  exclaim- 


i 


mation,  lodged  1>erore 
mons  ;  they  were  com 
of  Rotterdam,  by  ordc. 
•ervice  of  ihe  Jesuits." 

"  Now,  by  this  light, 
the  pikes,  musketooiis,  a. 
ill  Ihe  garret  ever  since  i 

"  And  here,"  said  ibc 
"  arc  proper  j>i'tcsi's  trupi 
and  copes,  1  warrant  you- 
for  Papists  lo  mutter  and  i 

"  Now  plu^uc  on  thy  at. 
frey  ;  "  here  is  a  rascal  wi 
furtliingule  to  be  priest's  ve: 
Owlci)spi\.'gel,  a  I'opisii  iiiii 

"  But  lioiv's  iliis,  .Master 
addressing  the  tnagUirate  ; 
busy  as  wu  liave  ;  and  you 
wliile  we  rccovcri.'il  those  ti 

*'  I  think,  sir,"  said  Jul 
warrant,  wiiicii,  if  I  nijjiiakc 
you  are  directed  to  arrt'^t,  ; 
to  npprelicnd  inc." 

"  Sir,"  said  ilic  oflicer,  p 
not  know  who  von  -- 
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Ha  obKged  to  aae  it  so  much  of  latejinthflbehairoftfaa 
nr  Kale.  But  1  do  know  the  felloir ;  and  I  hare  seen 
D  amongst  the  Papists — I'll  take  that  on  my  assured 


"  Why,  Captain  DangerGttId,"  said  the  Captain's 
toother,  hut  more  dangerous  associate, — "  verily,  it  is 
1  Mme  youth  whom  we  saw  at  the  horse-merchant's 
Merday  ;  and  we  had  matter  against  him  then,  only 
■Iter  Topliam  did  not  desire  usto  bring  it  out." 

*  Te  may  bring  out  wliat  ye  will  against  him  now,"  said 
opbam,  "  for  he  hath  blasphemed  the  warrant  of  the 
xnae.    I  think  ye  snid  ye  saw  him  somewhere  i" 

"  Ay,  verily,"  said  Everett,  "  1  have  seen  him  amongst 
e  seminary  pupils  at  St.  Omer's — he  was  who  but  be 
Ih  the  regents  there." 

"  Nay,  Master  Everett,  collect  yourself,"  said  Top- 
n  ;  "  for,  as  f  think,  you  said  you  saw  him  at  a  consult 
ibe  Jesuits  in  London." 

*  It  was  /  said  so,  Master  Topham,"  said  the  undaunt- 
DangcrGeld  ;  "  and  mine  is  the  tongue  that  will  swear 


Good  Master  Topham,"  said  Bridgenorth, "  you  may 
d  farther  inquiry  at  present,  as  it  doth  but  fat' 
irplcx  the  memory  of  the  King's  witnesses." 


:^nd  farther  inquiry  at  present,  as  it  doth  but  fatigue 

perplex  the  memory  of  the  King's  witnesses." 
*  You  are  wrong,  Master  Bridgenorth — clearly  wrong. 


I  but  keep  them  in  wind — only  breathes  them  like 
1^  hounds  before  a  coursing  match." 
'  Be  it  so,"  said  Bridgenorth,  with  his  usual  indifier- 
e  of  manner  ;  "  hut  at  present  this  youth  must  stand 
■  mitted  upon  a  warrant,  which  I  will  presently  sign,  of 
ing  HssBulted  me  while  in  discharge  of  my  duty  as  a 
Sistrale,  for  tl)e  rescue  of  a  person  legally  attached. 
f  you  not  hear  tlic  report  of  a  pistol  ?" 

•  i  will  sivenr  to  ii,"  said  Everett. 

*  Andl,"  said  Dangerlield.  "  While  we  were  making 
Teh  in  llie  cellar,  1  heard  something  very  like  a  pistol- 
*t  }  but  1  conceived  it  to  be  the  drawing  of  a  Icwg- 
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rorked  bottle  of  sack,  to  see  whether  there 
Popish  reliqucs  in  the  inside  on't."  ^. 

"  A  pistol-shot  !"  exclaimed  Topharo  ;  "  ^^^^\JS 
have  been  a  seirond  Sir  Edinondsbury  Godfrey's  ^?J 
— Oh,  thou  real  spawn  of  the  red  old  dragon  !  kf  \, 
would  hare  resisted  the  House's  warrant,  had  we  no^ 
him  something  at  unawares. — Master  Bridgenortbi  i^T 
are  a  judicious  magistrate,   and  a  worthy  servaat  oi^ 
state — 1  would  we  had  many  such  sound  Protestant J'f 
tices.      Shall  I  have  this  young  fellow  away  vith  "^ 
parents — what  think  you  ?— or  will  you  keep  him  Ibrl^ 
examination  ?" 

"  Master  Bridgeno^h,"  said  Lady  Peveril,  in  8|NKv 
her  husband's  efforts  to  interrupt  her,  **  for  God's  sike,! 
ever  you  knew  what  it  was  to  love  one  of  the  many  A 
dren  you  have  lost,  or  her  who  is  now  left  to  you,  do  id 
pursue  your  vengeance  to  the  blood  of  my  poor  boy !  I 
will  forgive  you  all  the  rest — all  the  distress  you  bill 
wrought — all  the  yet  greater  misery  with  which  you  throl 
en  us  ;  but  do  not  be  extreme  with  one  who  never  cm 
have  offended  you  !  Believe,  that  if  your  ears  are  <4i 
against  the  cry  of  a  despairing  mother,  those  which  an 
open  to  the  complaint  of  all  who  sorrow,  will  hear  of 
petition  and  your  answer!" 

The  agony  of  mind  and  of  voice  widi  which  Lad] 
Pei'eril  uttered  these  words,  seemed  to  thrill  through  al 
present,  though  most  of  them  were  but  too  much  inurei 
to  such  scenes.  Every  one  was  silent,  when,  ceasing  K 
speak,  she  fixed  on  Bridgcnorth  her  eyes,  glistening  will 
tears,  with  the  eager  anxiety  of  one  whose  Ufe  or  dead 
seemed  to  depend  upon  the  answer  to  be  returned.  Evei 
Bridgenorth's  inflexibility  seemed  to  be  shaken  ;  and  kil 
voice  was  tremulous,  as  he  answered,  "  Madam,  I  wouH 
to  God  I  had  the  present  means  of  relieving  your  greD 
distress,  otherwise  than  by  recommending  to  you  a  relianct 
upon  Providence  ;  and  that  you  take  heed  to  your  spirit 
that  it  murmur  not  under  this  crook  in  your  lot.  For  mc 
I  am  but  as  a  rod  in  the  hand  of  the  strong  roan,  wbd 
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mites  not  of  itself,  but  because  it  is  wielded  by  the  arm 
of  liim  who  holds  the  same." 

**  Even  OS  I  and  my  black  rod  are  guided  by  the  Com- 
moos  of  England,"  said  Master  Topbam,  who  seemed 
Mireliously  pleased  with  the  illustration. 
^  Jalian  now  thought  it  time  to  say  something  in  his  own 

^  Mialf ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  temper  it  with  as  much 
^  composure  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  assume.  '*  Mas- 
^        terBridgenorth,"  he  said,  ^'  I  neither  dispute  your  author* 

^  '     iiji  nor  this  gentleman's  warrant " 

**  You  do  not  ?"  said  Topham.     '*  O  ho,  roaster  young- 
ster, I  thought  we  should  bring  you  to  your  senses  pres- 
et     «tly  !" 

?^         **  Then,  if  you  so  will  it.  Master  Topham,"  said  Bridge- 
'%     Bonh,  ^  thus  it  shall  be.     You  shall  set  out  with  early 
^Jt  taking  with  you,  towards  London,  the  persons  of  Sir 
Geoffirey  and  Lady  Peveril  ;  and  that  they  may  travel 
^"     according  to  their  quality,  you  will  allow  tliem  their  coach, 

••ficiently  guarded." 

>,        **  I  will  travel  with  tliem  myself,"  said  Topham  ;  "  for 

r      ''icse  rough  Derbyshire  roads  are  no  easy  riding ;  and 

^  ^ery  eyes  are  weary  with  looking  on  these  bleak  hills. 

*"  ^e  coach  I  can  sleep  as  sound  as  if  I  were  in  the 

blouse,  and  Master  Bodderbrains  on  his  legs." 

'^  It  will  become  you  so  to  take  your  ease.  Master  Top- 

■•"*»*'  answered  B.ridgenorth.     "  For  this  youth,  I  will 

^^^   him  under  my  charge,  and  bring  him  up  myself." 

\*   I  may  not  be  answerable   for  that,  worthy  Master 

^gODorth,"  saic}  Topham,  '^  since  he  comes  within  the 

^«"*^ntof  the  House." 

^  Nay,  but,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "  he  is  only  under  cus- 
^y  for  an  assauh,  with  the  purpose  of  a  rescue  ;  and  I 
counsel  you  against  meddling  with  him,  unless  you  have 
*">nger  guard.  Sir  Geoffrey  is  now  old  and  broken, 
^^  this  young  fellow  is  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  and 
^^h  at  his  beck  all  the  debauched  young  Cavaliers  of  tlie 
i^hbourhood — You  will  scarce  cross  the  country  with- 
^  «  rescue." 
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Topham  eyed  Julian  wistfully,  as  a  s|Mder  may  be  i^     r ^ 
posed  to  look  upon  a  stray  wasp  which  has  got  ifltoiii    |' 
web,  and  which  he  longs  to  secure,  though  be  fernlk 
consequences  of  attempting  him. 

Julian  himself  replied,  ^'  I  know  not  if  this  sepandoa 
be  well  or  ill  meant  on  your  part.  Master  BridgenoiA ) 
but  on  mine,  I  am  only  desirous  to  share  the  fate  of  Wf 
parents  ;  and  therefore  I  will  give  my  word  of  honour  to 
attempt  neither  rescue  nor  escape,  on  coaditioD  yoa  in 
not  separate  me  from  them." 

"  Do  not  say  so,  Julian,"  said  his  mother  ;  **  abidf 
with  Master  Bridgenorth — my  mind  tells  me  he  caoaoi 
mean  so  ill  by  us  as  his  rough  conduct  would  now  kil 
us  to  infer." 

"  And  I,"  said  Sir  Geoffrey,  "  know,  that  between  lk 
doors  of  my  fnther^s  house  and  the  gates  of  hell,  that     I 
steps  not  such  a  villain  on  the  ground  !  And  if  I  irish  iflf     ' 
hands  ever  to  be  unbound  again,  it  is  because  I  hope  far 
one  downright  blow  at  a  grey  head,  tliat  has  hatched  mofV 
treason  than  the  whole  Long  Parliament." 

"  Away  with  theel"  said  the  zealous  officer  ;  "bP4r* 
liament  a  word  for  so  foul  a  mouth  as  thine  ? — Gentle^ 
men,"  he  added,  turning  to  Everett  and  Danger6eld,*^yo^ 
will  bear  witness  to  this." 

"  To  his  having  reviled  the  House  of  Commons — hf^ 
G — d,  thatl  will !"  said  DangcrGeld  ;  *^  I  will  take  itoC^ 
my  damnation." 

"  And  verily/'  said  Everett,  "  as  he  spoke  of  Pariia— ^ 
incnt  genemliy,  he  hath  even  contemned  the  House  oil 
Jjkn'ds  also." 

"  Why,  ye  poor  insignificant  wretches,"  said  Sir  Geof- 
frey, "  whose  very  life  is  a  lie — and  whose  bread  is  per- 
jury— ivould  you  pervert  my  innocent  words  almost  as 
soon  as  they  have  quitted  my  lips  ?  I  tell  you  the  country 
is  well  weary  of  you  ;  and  should  Englishmen  come  to 
their  senses,  the  jail,  the  j)i]Iory,  the  whipping-post,  and 
the  gibbet,  will  be  too  good  preferment  for  such  base 
blood-suckers. — And  now,  Master  Bridgenorth,  you  and 
they  may  do  your  worst  ;  for  I  will  not  open  my  mouth 
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to  utter  a  single  word  while  I  am  in  the  company  of  such 
Icoaves." 

"  Perhaps,  Sir  Geoffrey,"  answered  Bridgenortli,  "  you 
irould  better  have  consuhed  your  own  safety  in  adopting 
that  resolution  a  little  sooner — the  tongue  is  a  little  mem- 
ber, but  it  causes  much  strife. — -You,  Master  Julian,  will 
please  to  follow  me,  and  witliout  remonstrance  or  resist- 
ance ;  for  you  must  be  aware  that  I  have  the  means  of 
oompelling." 

Julian  was,  indeed,  but  too  sensible,  that  he  had  no 

other  course  but  that  of  submission  to  superior  force ;  but 

ere  he  left  the  apartment,  he  kneeled  down  to  receive  his 

fetber's  blessing,  which  die  old  man  bestowed  not  without 

a  tear  in  his  eye,  and  in  the  emphatic  words,  '*  God  bless 

ihee,  my  boy  ;  and' keep  thee  good  and  true  to  Church 

and  King,  whatever  wind  shall  bring  foul  weather  !" 

His  mother  was  only  able  to  pass  her  hand  over  his 

ktd|  and  to  implore  him,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  not  to 

^  rash  or  violent  in  any  attempt  to  render  them  assisl- 

5oce.    "  We  are  innocent,"  she  said,  "  my  son — we  are 

''lAocent — and  we  are  in  God's  hands.     Be  the  thought 

^^  best  comfort  and  protection." 

-Bridgenorth  now  signed  to  Julian  to  follow  him,  which 
"^  did,  accompanied,  or  rather  conducted,  by  the  two 
^at-ds  who  had  first  disarmed  him.  When  they  had 
l'^®^  from  the  apartment,  and  were  at  the  door  of  the 
oui^Vard  hall,  Bridgenorth  asked  Julian  whether  he  should 
J^Qiasider  him  as  under  parole  ;  in  which  case,  he  said, 
ue  '^'irould  dispense  with  all  other  security  but  his  own 
pro  r  raise. 

C^csveril,  who  could  not  help  hoping  somewhat  from  the 
iavoi4fa||]e  and  unrescntful  manner  in  which  he  was  treat- 
ed %iy  one  whose  life  he  had  so  recently  attempted,  re- 
fli^cl,  without  hesitation,  that  he  would  give  his  parole 
for  Iwenty-four  hours,  neither  to  attempt  to  escape  by 
force  nor  by  flight. 

•*  It  is  wisely  said,"  replied  Bridgenorth ;  "  for  though 
yOQ  might  cause  bloodshed,  be  assured  that  your  utmost 
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efibrts  could  do  no  service  to  your  parents^^HonadMi 

— horses  lo  the  court-yard  !" 
The  tranipling  of  the  horses  was  soon  heard;  and  in  ok- 
dience  to  Bridgenorth's  signal,  and  in  compliance  with 
fab  promise,  Julian  mounted  one  which  was  presented  to 
him,  and  prepared  to  leave  the  house  of  his  fatheiSjiB 
which  his  parents  were  now  prisoners,  and  to  go,  he  knew 
not  whither,  under  the  custody  of  one  knoun  to  be  the 
ancient  enemy  of  his  family.  He  was  rather  surprised tf 
observing,  that  Bridgenorth  and  he  were  about  to  trtfd 
without  any  other  attendants. 

When  tiiey  were  mounted,  and  as  they  rode  slovrif 
towards  the  outer  gate  of  the  court-yard,  Bridgenoiik 
said  to  him,  "  It  is  not  every  one  who  would  thus  uoie- 
servcdly  commit  his  safety,  by  travelling  at  night,  aad 
unaided,  with  the  hot-braiued  youth  wiio  so  lately  attciD|il" 
ed  his  |i£e.'' 

"  Master  Bridgenorth,"  said  Julian,  "  I  might  tell  yon 
truly,  that  [  knew  you  not  at  the  time  when  I  directed  nif 
weapon  against  you  ;  but  I  must  also  add,  that  the  cause 
in  which  I  used  it,  might  have  rendered  me,  even  had  I 
known  you,  a  slight  respecter  of  your  person.     At  pre»^ 
ent,  I  do  know  you  ;    and  have  neither  malice  agaiitf^ 
your  person,  nor  the  liberty  of  n  parent  to  fight  for.     Be-*' 
sides,  you  have  my  word  ;  and  when  was  a  Pcvcril  knoin^ 
lo  break  it  ?" 

"  Ay,"  replied  his  companion,  "  a  Peveril — a  PeveriF 
of  the  Peak  ! — a  name  which  has  long  sounded  like  a 
war-trumpet  in  the  land  ;  but  which  has  now  perhapi 
sounded  its  last  loud  note.  Ix)ok  back,  young  roan,  oo 
the  darksome  turrets  of  your  father's  house,  which  uplift 
themselves  as  proudly  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  as  their 
owners  raised  themselves  above  the  sons  of  their  people.' 
Think  u|>on  your  father,  a  captive — yourself,  in  sooie 
sort,  a  fugitive — ^j'our  light  quenched — your  glory  abased 
— your  estate  wrecked  and  impoverished.  Think  that 
Providence  has  subjected  the  destinies  of  tlie  race  of 
Peveril  to  one,  whom,  in  their  aristocratic  pride,  they  held 
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as  a  plebeian  upstart.  Think  of  this  ;  and  when  you 
again  boast  of  your  ancestry,  remember,  that  he  who 
raiseth  the  lowly  can  also  abase  the  high  in  heart." 

Julian  did  indeed  gaze  for  an  instant,  with  a  sweUing 

beaiti  upon  the  dimly-seen  turrets  of  his  paternal  nian* 

fiion,  on  which  poured  the  moonlight,  mixed  with  long 

shadows  of  the  towers  and  trees.     But  while  be  sadly 

ackuowledged  the  truth  of  Bridgenordi's  observation,  be 

felt  indignant  at  his  ill-timed  triumph.      "  If  fortune  had 

followed  worth,"  he  said,    <'  the  Castle  of  Martindale, 

and  die  name  of  Peveril,  had  afforded  no  room  for  their 

enemy's  vain-glorious  boast.      But  those  who  have  stood 

lii^^ii  on  Fortune's  wheel,  must  abide  by  the  consequence 

of  its  revolutions.     Thus  much  I  will  at  least  say  for  my 

father's  house,  that  it  has  not  stood  unhonoured  ;  nor  will 

It  fall — if  it  is  to  fall — unlamented.      Forbear,  then,  if 

y^u  arc  indeed  the  Christian  you  call  yourself,  to  exult  in 

'he  misfortunes  of  olhcrs,  or  to  confide  in  your  own  pros- 

P^Hty.      If  the  light  of  our  Ilous^  be  now  quenched, 

GocI  can  rekindle  it  in  his  own  good  time." 

I^everil  broke  oiT"  in  extreme  surprise  ;  for  as  he  spoke 

^  last  words,  the  bright  red  beams  of  the  family  beacon 

**^S^n  again  to  glimmer  from  its  wonted  watch-tower, 

^   .  T*®""o  the  pale   moonbeam  with   a   ruddier  glow. 

.  ^^genorth  also  gazed  on  this  unexpected  illumination 

'^'^'-i   surprise,  and  not,  as  it  seemed,  without  disquietude. 

*  oimg  man,"    he  resumed,  "  it  can  scarcely  be  but 

that      Heaven  intend*  to  work  great  things  by  your  hand, 

**  singularly  has  that  augury  followed  on  your  words." 

So  saying,  he  put  his  horse  once  more    in    motion  ; 

^"^'     looking  back,  from  time  to  time,  as  if  to  assure  him- 

^^^    that  the  beacon  of  the  Castle  was  actually  rekindled, 

"<5  Icsd  the  way  through  the  well-known  paths  and  alleys, 

^    ^lis  own  house  of  Mouhrassie,  followed  by  Peveril, 

who^  ahhough  sensible  that  the  light  might  be  altogether 

ace^icjental,  could  not  but  receive  as  a  good  omen  an  event 

^  Ultimately  connected  with  the  traditions  and  usages  of 

\ms  family. 
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They  alighted  at  the  hall-door,  which  was  hastBjOptt* 
ed  by  a  female ;  and  while  the  deep  tone  of  Bridgem 
called  on  the  groom  to  take  their  horses,  the  welHBBS 
▼oice  of  his  daughter  Alice  was  heard  to  exclaim  in  thub* 
giving  to  God,  who  had  restored  her  father  in  saletf. 


I 
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.  The  utlhor  hu  priik  ra  rennlingt,  khu  Lc  had  ibe  boaour  M 
■e^ber  uT  iJiii  duliDcnitlKii  uK>ciUHin,  merely  ■>  iba  AnUnr 
wilhoul  mny  olhcr  livargnaliuii ;  iind  il  wu  •■  adililinBll  'm- 
Imw  uir  Ihe  mule  o(  an  ■nauvmnui  aiilbor,  IhU  il  givM  kin  « 
y  Um  vacani  chair  at  ihHi  Tcativc  boanl. 

ii.  The  Dnrlor  Im  lionietl  Ihs  anthor'i  lille  to  ihellar  bnMir 
IKlioa  :  bul  the  aulhor  nmtJnuH  la  ihmk  hiaMif  mUttad  la  M 
lich,  Ihrpadliare  a*  it  ia,  il  mav  yei  be  ahk  lo  aBbrd  hi«.  TW 
ipUs  iiDt  i»  die  Narrative  iiarlr.  bul  in  Iho  moral  il  navan,  ia 
■«  ha*  luit  brcn  dmujchi  ilelicienl.  The  "  biry  fctioB"  la  tha 
I  tinry  which  die  Isle  u  iuveated  lu  ducidatc. 


lis  pracil  Hiini  be  Blt4.in|ilofi 


I  enai  forer. 


ay  anmnl  the  VnliintciTi.  or  Ihn  Klori-Jnlibm,  Ibe  dnmiilM 
■M  <■  Haiiir-I  irinfal  llli>iit.  aa  M  cavalier  uflifct.  aumewbut 
?b,  bai  vert-  liravir  aail  hnwit,  nad  of  pml  iimlcniiiiadiiis,  Ba4 
•  »     A  .w_'.i~.i   I-  ik»<:»-...i  1. 'irirj.»i  ■i..j.a~.ii  ■«>« 


utral  KhM.  Fear  nol,  my  old  cavalltr^.  Acrnrdinn  lo  ynur 
oil,  yoii  ihnll  be  dmnlt,  iwacecr,  anil  fiHil  over  nil  yenr  Ml- 
^iriu  ltreHlfi>r.t.  Yiw  have  iiui  riir^lieii  bow  lhi<  (cnllaauui 
VHtl  Hatticttlj  ami  bii  demure  |>««bii->iDKiog  frlkiwi  used  M 

ar.     No,  'qml '.  I  Wl  'em  once  lo  jiiir(ii«e. 
Ml.     Ah!  a-lnl,  ia  liich-rromied  hatn.  collared  band),  Kr«M 
■{[lucfci  aiHlirr  'cm,  and  ralveii-lealhcr  bDoia,  Uieyiued  lo  mg 
n,'and  beat  ui  lo  Ibe  devil! 

ttHior.  Ill  tlial  itor  wp  ntnud  up  in  ilir  cause ;  and  tlie  caiue. 
Hike,  did  not  aiMfer  imibn-  mir  canial  wFS|miH,  but  ibr  eacBi)' 
Kl.audbil  llievnmllDlkeiwran; 
tr.     Who  mrnld  ibiali  < 

Bol  thcM  i^wtiy  felliiH 

f,u.     Wlint4lilir>v,h«-^iilv^mi 
I  Riu  ..nons  Ihc  Koundhtid, 
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"  iM.'O.  Blmrf.  T!iit  tbcso  pinin  frllow!!  wnaM  no  tbrasdi  rmr n 
(Iriiikiiif^.  fine  fvllows  in  laced  roati>— ^st  siicb.as  yan  of  the  dmrii^MM 
aud  Lo<*k«rl's  fellows  :irc  now— «iid  n»  slrip  Ibcm,  pj  the  LcnH  Hinjt^ 
nflf  r  a  l>atlle  lliu.-iu  soiuU  looked  like  ibc  UncKta*  iMdcn  wiO  ike  Sni^ 


"  narkvtfU.  Vcril  v,  wc  did  take  the  spoil ;  and  it  scirrtl  as  ta  in  ii 
peimj,  and  advanced  the  cause  thereby  3  we  fought  upon  •  piiacfb  te 
carrffi  tis  (broujcli. 

"  M,-G.  Blunt,  rritboo,  Coloncf,  we  know  thy  principal— *lwai  nsl  ri^: 
ihou  fotightcst  a^inftt  rhildmn's  baptism,  and  not  for  lihem-.  but  whaMH 
be  vour  tyrant ;  none  so  zealous  for  Cromwell  as  thou  weft  ihea,  aarfliki 
tiirums  a^tator  and  test-man  as  thoa  has!  been  lately. 

'*  Httckwtlh  »fnipr.  Look  yon.  Colonel,  we  but  proceeded  oi  the  i^iT 
liberty  of  worship. 

"  A.'0,  Bfunt.  A-dod,  tlicre  is  somethiMf  nora  in  it.  TUswaiA^pi^ 
ctple,  C*fllone^fMMtW<m  i»  fhum/rtl  in  frrtiff,  mmd  At  righttmu  sMI  Mffi 
the  earth.  An«l,  by  ilio  Lorrl  Harry,  tliou  diditt  so  ;  thou  collesi  tkicc  Ah* 
Mnd  poinids  a-\'ear  bv  fighlinfe^  a^injit  the  Coort,  and  I  K>«t  a  ihawnllT 
liji^iin;  for  ii/'-lj<ee  ^7ie  VotHHteerty  or  Htoct-JcMerSy  Shadwbll'm  Wmk, 
\ol.  ivT,  p.  4^. 

In  a  former  itocnr,  Ilackwoll,  the  okl  fanatic  officer,  conceiriaK  faiairif  1^ 
(ended  by  one  of  the  dramntfs  pencmue,  sa\*s.  with  great  ruHrH^^^*  IjKiith 
frienti.  put  mo  not  to  use  tlie  camni  weapon  ia  my  own  defence.'*  OMhM 
Ihe  traits  of  plim<(e«ik><;y  with  wiiich  Shuilwril  naintcd  the  old  Porina^ 
cer*,  many  of  wIkiui  lie— 4in  mean  ol>5en'er  of  hnman  aaturo-HWHl  kM 
fcuown  faimlinilv. 

5.    Pap!  Gfi.    The  concealment  ami  discovery  of  the  Countetf  of  iMfi      : 
is  taken  trom  n  piclnrejHpn*  iircfHiiit  nf  n  !iimilar  event,  de»rribcil  to  BMhrai 

Erson  by  whom  it  wns  \viin»<i<<ed  in  r)iildhoo<l.    This  lady,  by  ■■vlb^      1 
irjFAret'Swiiilou.  aud  h  dnn^hter  of  tliat  ancient  houite.  was  a  siMeraf  af 
mat«^mal  gramlmitihrr,  and  ol  rourso  my  f^ramlaunt.    Slie  was,  as  often  b^ 
pens  on  such  occasions,  our  cou»iant  reaoorcff!  in  siekness,  or  when  wv  wi' 
of  noisy  play,  oml  cliMcd  urouml  her  to  listen  to  her  tales.    As  she  ngkj^ 
snppo^  to  look  l»ack  to  the  Itc^inuinjB^  of  the  last  eentorr,  the  foad  whi^ 
auf^ied  us  with  ninu»(*incnt  oDen  reluiod  to  events  of  that  period.    I  ^5 
licru  uotirc  that  itlic  told  me  the  uialiappy  story  of  the  Bricie  of  LmiaM  f ' 
moor,  iN'in;?  msirlv  n'lntc<l  In  lltr  Lonl  f'residcnt,  witose  daughter  »as  d^ 
heroine  of  that  mi-lanrholy  tra;;e<ty. 

The  present  tide,  thi>u;^i  oi  a  ditrcront  clmraclcr.  wan  alM  snflieieally  tffil^ 
in;^,  whf*n  told  by  nn  e\cwiiiir>s.     Aunt  Mart^iret  wan.  1  siippove,  vrvea ^"^ 
eight  years  uhl.  when  rvsidintr  in  llio  old  niansion-liouse  of  Swintoa.aad  af*^ 
ready  fli.'<playe«l  tlic  rirmn<*'4i  and  »at^;rity  h  liich  distiueuished  her  thnii^t^ 
life.     licin:;  (tne  of  a  lari^c  family,  slut  was.  owin^^  to  slic[iii  indispostlMiO.  lri'0^ 
at  lionic  oni;  day  when  llic  ri'st  uf  ll>e  family  went  to  cburch,  with  Sir  Joli^ 
and  Lady  Swlnion,  their  |»an.>nis.     Ueloro  leaving  the  little  invalid,  sue  «'as 
strietiv  enjoin<>r|  ijoi  !•»  go  into  ilic  parlour  wlu-rc  tin'  elder  partv  had  birak- 
liuited.     liut  ulicii  ^lie  lonnd  lierscll  nUme  in  the  upper  part  of  tlie  lioii»r.lbe 
npirit  of  licr  g^rcat  anccstres:i  Eve  to«ik  possession  ol  my  .\uut  MarcarvtfasJ 
forth  she  wcjit  to  examine  tlie  parlour  in  question.    8he  was  struck  with  ad- 
iiriralion  and  fear  at  what  ylie  saw  tlierc.    A  ladv,  **  beautiful  exeecdiacl),'' 
was  sealed  by  the  Itreakfast  table,  and  employed 'in  wa<;hin|^  the  dishcs^bidi 
had  been  used.     Little  Mnrgan.>l  woubi  have'liad  no  doubt  in  aerountiagtUi 
singular  virion  an  einanatinn  i'roin  tlie  angolical  world,  Imt  for  ber  caiplay- 
mcnt,  which  she  could  iKit  so  easily  recfuicilo  to  her  ideas  of  angels. 

'I'lic  lady  with  great  presence  of  iniud,  calltMl  the  a«toiiislie«l  child  lo  her, 
funtiled  her  v.iih  iuik  |i  (fn<!tT:ie«,  :ii)il  jiidieiou>ly  avoiding  to  render  the  s^ 
ecs«ily  of  seereey  loo  jceven-.  ••he  lohl  the  girl  Che  niie=t  noi  iri  ^uy  oneflX- 
eeut  licr  uuiiher  know  titat  .slic  had  seen  her.     lla\ing  alloW€»d  this  eictpa 
*alve  fur  liit- Im  ucUl  of  hct  curio"»It\ .  ilic  my>l(  rious  ktrunsfer  dciiied  chf 
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"■^llpirJrf  to  lonk  from  lh«»  win«!nw  of  iho  parlour  to  !iee  if  h«»r  moihcr  W9^  iv- 

■^mriey  from  rhurrli.     Wlioii  sho  tnni»nl  Iut  li"a*l  nvaiii,  tlifi  liiir  vision  h;ni 

^«ai>liL*«l,  iMit  Ijywii.il  in;*aii<  Mi-i.s  M;ir-^,\rri  v.:i<  uiiaMc  !o  torni  a  conjiM-Uin*. 

Loa'  watchi-l.  ami  i'a|r;»rly  wailt*"!  Tor.  the  I*;«ily  Swiiiloii  at  last  riTliirri<M{ 

niMii  cmircliy  auti  her  flHiis^tifcr  loit  no  time  in  Irlliiii;  hot  extraordinary  t:ili*. 

**  ITott  are  a  very  wiistlile  girl,  Vcfcgy"  oiiswiTed  her  inolhrr,  "  (or  if  vou  had 

■iMikeu  of  thai  fionr  la^l^  in  any  nuc  hiil  nnf,  it  mi;dil  hai'c  roKl  hor  licr  lifp. 

Sm  aow  I  will  not  he  airaid  of  tnistin^  yon  with  any  scrrcl,  and  I  will  Ahov 

jma  whem  llie  poor  lady  li\H'«."    In  fart  she  iiitroi laccd  her  to  a  conrcafed 

•pwtnent  opcniusf  by  a'slidin^  panel  from  the  parlnnr,  and  Kliowcd  her  tho 

Wdy  im  bar  btdin^'^  pmcc,  whicii  sihe  inhabited.    It  ma^  be  said,  in  passin*. 

Iksl  lkct«  wen  few  Scuttith  hmisoff  lielonging  to  fainilies  of  rank  which  hacl 

not  MKb  coniriTaacet,  the  poliiicaJ  incidents  of  ilie  time*  often  calling  tbem 

iato  occupBlion. 

'nm  luAlory  of  the  lady  of  tlie  doiiet  wax  both  melancholy  and  bloody,  an4 
thuMgh  I  have  «een  rarioii*  nrcotintH  of  tli>^  ftory.  I  do  not  preteiHl  to  '«lialin- 
gtUiS  the  rt^t  edition.  She  was  ayounji;  woman  of  extreme  l>canty,  who  bad 
been  married  to  an  okl  man,  a  wn'ter,  named  MacFarlanc.  Her*  ciiuation. 
■Ad  perUapa  her  manorn,  ^ve  couraj^e  to  some  who  desired  to  be  accounted 
her  auitorf.  ^  Among  them  was  a  yonn^  En}>:lishinan,  named  Cayiey,  who 
eommiitsioner  of  Goverunient  uiioh  the  eHtaiCK  forfeited  In  the  rcbellimi 


1715.     In  17l(i,  Mr.  Cayley  vtsitcn  this  lady  in  her  kxlj^infrs,  when  they 
^imrriellod,  either  en  account  of  his  hai-ini^  oiTonMl  her  some  violence,  or,  as 
saolfaer  aeconni  said,  because  she  reproaclied  him  with  having  boasted  oC 
Ioniser  iavtwrs.    Il  ende<l  in  her  seizintj^  upon  a  pair  of  iHstiMS,  wiijoh  laj 
leailed  io  a  ck»cl,  her  hosbaud  intending  to  take  them  with  him  ou  a  Journey. 
1%e  gBHABt  commissioner  approachetl  with  an  air  of  drollery,  snyine,  '*  What, 
laadam,  do  you  iMenfl  to  perform  a  comedy  7"*—^'  Yuu  shall  'find  it  a  tra|(- 
edy,"  aaswrred  Ihc  lady ;  and  fired  both  pL!»lols,  by  whicli  ( *oinmissioucr  Cay- 
ley firil  dead. 

She  fiedy  and  rcmaineil  conccale<l  for  a  certain  time.  Her  dnim  of  refiim 
nSwioton  House,  I  do  not  know— it  arose  pnibaMy  from  sonic  of  the  iiioo- 
snifaable  geuealocicai  filaments  which  connect  Hrottish  families.  A  very 
i*ill  canse  woulircven  at  any  time  have  beeu  a  reason  for  iuterfcring  be* 
^••Ba  aa  iadividual  and  the  law. 

^Vkatever  were  the  circumstances  of  Mrs.  M.-irFarlnne's  case,  it  is  rcrtaia 

/*(  ^be  rBlnniod,  and  lived  and  ilicrl  in  l'Miiil>ur^i,  without  boinsf  brout^it  tu 

^*^     Indeed,  con^ifleriu!^  the  timos,  there  was  no  i^reat  wonder  ^  r<»r,  to  one 

^^Jf  party,  the  death  of  an  Kns^lsh  commissioner  wa«  not  a  cireumstanco 

^feouira  much  ap<>h»|^v.    'llic  8winlous.  however,  could  nut  be  of  thai  opin- 

^/  Uic  family  l»ciug  of  Prosliytcrian  and  Whig  principles. 

^^'  Page  TL  TIjc  Earl  of  Dcriiy  and  Kiiisj  in  Mnn  was  liehcadcd  at  Bol- 
tS*<>>%-tbe-Maurs,  alier  hnvine  been  ma'lc  urisnr.vr  in  a  prcviinis  skirniLsli  ta 
*^r«^Laiie. 

'*  Page  73.  Tlie  reader  will  find,  in  nn  Appendix  to  iho  introduction,  na 
T^**Kit  of  this  tragfi-dy,  as  related  by  one  who  may  be  said  to  favour  the  suf^ 
T"*^""-  It  must  he  aditiitted.  on  the  other  haml,  that  Captain  (7liristian's  trial 
UQ  Oac^^tiyn  were  condncle^l  aceonlin^  lo  the  iSws  of  the  Island.  He  was 
uied  1,2  iji  ^{|,^  form,  by  the  Dempster,  or  chicf'Ju>l{ru,  tUun  named  Norris,  tlie 
M^y^  of  the  islanil.  ami  otlifr  eonslitnted  anthorilic^,  makins^  what  is  eallcti  a 
ii'^'p^ttld  c<H]n.  This  word,  vet  retained  in  many  parts  of  Scotland,  sif^nifies 
Yan-tm  Kt^otii^  and  is  applied  to  those  nrlifu-ial  n'i<;u:ids  whirii  wore  in  aiicicul 
lime«  asiinwHl  to  the  meetin!*:  of  the  inhabitants  lor  liohliu^  their  Comitia.  It 
^"■pleadod  tliat  the  articles  of  accusation  asrainsi  Chriiitian  were  found  fully 
fCWV-Qi.111^  and  as  he  rcfu5.ed  to  plead  at  the  bar,  that  he  was,  accordiner  to  Iha 
of  Man,  most  justly  lenteneud  to  death.    It  was  also  slated  tliat  full 


liiB^  Was  left  fi)r  appeal  to  Kn^uud,  as  he  was  apprehemled  abiMit  the  end  of 
fl^P^mbeii^  and  not  executed  until  the  *d  January,  10<>3.    TbesiC  defcuces 
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ime  MMb  lUfr  Uw  varioM  oflken  oT  tin  liik  of  Mm  cOed  iNfaititTdV 
CovMcil,  ON  accouoi  of  ChruUui'c  dtalh,  aad  nippatiod  mtkmatf  i 
tioof  firooi  UicLawvoTthc  IiikuKl.  and  «ppnw  to  kavc  ' 
ikiem  defisaco  Sm  tbcir  ikaft  in  thoM  pniroodMCB. 
I  am 


obliftrd  !•  ibe  presaat  Rvmad  Vicar  of  Malcw,  fct  a  C8nM» 
tract  to  the  followa^  eflect  ^-^*  Malew  Baiiah,  A.  D.  ItiSt  Mt.WSb 
Chrniiaa  of  Ronakk-wiag,  late  n>reiver,  wai  ahoi  to  dcaik  at  Rami 


« 


iha  td  iaoaary.  lie  dunk  ummi  pttuimaly  aud  cuundgeoialj,  mmt  ^pm 
<!Bd.  pra>-od  eaniestly,  matic  an  «»««ll«ai  apeccb,  aail  Uie  aasi  d^y  aiim 
ed  IB  the  cbauccll  ol  Kirk  Nalew.'* 

It  is  cerlaia  tlial  the  death  of  WiUian  Ckrimiaa  aiiads  a  vcit  Jeapif» 
MOB  npoa  tlie  auodif  of  tbo  ialaader^  aud  a  Mr.  CalccU  m  CoapilwaiMB 
blaaicd  ob  tbe  occbmou.    Two  lo>«cr  iacidcBU aro  arorth  utmafntmkmmm^ 


curriag  at  liui  cxccutiou.    'Vbtt  place  ob  wkich  ke  atocid  «'aa 
wUteMaakct*,  thai  Im  Uood  aiigta  aal  fidl  ob  tbcgrooMli 
the  iMrecauiioB  proved  uoacceMafy,  lor,  the  i      ' 
ualMr,  thefe  was  ao OHtaaid  ediiMoB  of  Uood. 

Maay  ob  the  itiaad  deoi 
detccBdant,  the  pieseat  I> 
Judgmeul  and  reupcctabililyj 
oaljr  aUow  the  c^ecutioa  to  I 
a  Biilitar^  rather  than  a  civil  death.  1  arilhagly  drap  Iha  veil  ovar  a  MMi^ 
lioa,  whicfa  look  place./l^raNfiAM  odnr  ai  the  coacaiioB  of  achril  ann^aha 
Meveage  al  least  aras  awake  if  Juiiiee  slept. 


8.  JPagc8&.  Thb  peculiar  coUocaiioB  of  apaitsfwu  any  be  aacaalW- 
cba  Hall,  Dcibyshire,  obcc  a  neat  of  the  Veraoas,  where,  in  iha  ladj^  f^ 
iu  the  chapel,  there  is  a  sort  of  scttttle,  which  opew  iuto  the  kiidMB,  sajh* 
thejgood  lady  could  ever  and  anew,  without  nuidi  iutfrnipUoB  of  her  lefaiH* 
dutieit,  give  an  eye  that  the  n>a»i-niical  was  not  pemiaiied  to  Inii%  oaa  dil 
the  turiKbroche  «ud  his  duly. 

9.  Pace  90.  Even  down  to  a  huer  period  ihaa  that  ia  which  the  uk  « 
laid,  the  wdies  of  distiacliou  had  for  their  passes  vouup  nutleraea  of  dWa- 
cuisbed  rank,  whuKC  e<lucatiou  proree<led  within  the  family  of  their  patnaak- 
Aane,  IKicliesv  of  Ituccieucb  ami  Monmouth,  w  hu  iu  several  fiiJiptili  kil 
«rlaim  to  the  honour  duo  to  ruyul  bliMMl,  was,  I  bvlievc,  the  last  pcfson  ^^^ 
who  kept  up  this  (»ld  custom. '  A  jpeucral  udicer  distinguishod  in  the  AaiiiiUB 
war  was  briHl  up  as  a  page  iu  her  fiuuily.  At  present  the  \uBihft  whiaa  w 
MMnetinics  sec  ia  the  capacity  of  pages  of  great  ludies,  aivj  I  lielie%e,  Mcia 
lackeys. 

10.  Page  118.    The  ^^ction  of  die  Presbvlerian  chsrgj  look 
Saint  BarthokNnew's  day,  thence  called  Rlark  AartlHiltMBew.    Two  i 
Presbyterian  pastors  were  on  tiial  day  difc| Jaced  awl  sikfuccd  th    ^ 
England.    The  preaclM^rs  iiKlcetl  liad  'only  Un*  alleniali%-e  lu  rpooance'^thcir 


Biilled  lo  dcprivaliou  in  pr^rcruce. 

11.     I^ige  137.    Dobby  is  an  okl  English  name  fur  goldin. 

l!2.    Pagv  1-43.    I  have  elwwhi>re  no(ice<I  that  this  is>  a  dovialaua  froai  ifa 
Iruili — (*barlotte.  Countess  of  Deri»y,  wax  a  lluguennt. 

13.    Page  147.    llie  celebrated  inKurrection  of  tlie  .\nahaptisU  and  Fiflh 
Mooareliy  men  in  I^Midou,  in  the  yoar  IGtil. 

U.    Pa^fo  148.    It  n  imlurally  lo  lie  sup|»m?<|,  thai  the  iwenlv  vean'  tn- 
um|ib  of  the  poritaui.  aud  the  viulouce  luvMinKi  tlw^  malignantt.  as  ihey  wcfC 
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o  cmD  the  n*sli(<n,  kad  pnicnlHl  many  gTa<lgc«  and  bodi  Id  ■Imiial 
■ochbuurliaud,  wbicb  Um  vicLwkwi  ruyiiJuiii  lulcil  mK  to  ■«  upon,  ■> 
■  li*  UeiUmliiu  gvit  UMm  ■  iiijiarinriij'.  Ci^ilaiii  llmlgaaB,  k  par- 
Mn  cfficoi  »bo  Kfote  kii  o*a  nwnwin,  giivu  w  uiBiiy  NUlaBMi  af 
I ^£h1|  Bonovlut  ^aapreia  h'u  loiij^wijidiHi  accwHI  vriiia  iMlhi ia|i 
■•■  «ntv  Ilio  Kiac'i  rulura  tn  IrfHKloa,  ow  Bidil  ■  uwcd  of  nrmsd 
MM*  tB  mj  boiue  al  Coalkiy  Hall,  uuar  IJalUiu,  and  la  an  uonHMn- 
«  is  tke  iHgbl  (lumainln  auiranw,  aad  oiy  larvaiiU  baviog  ■on*  dia- 
■ilhUicni  on  ilie  oaUida.ibey  nvc  lorealaaias  language,  uhI  pm 
iaioli  tB  at  (he  wiudowi.  My  wiiulMiBg  wiili  chiUl,  1  wilsml  ika  doon 
■powd,  Bud  i\iey  raiac  in.  Alter  tbuy  bad  |it*»e>itcJ  a  uiMol  U>  Bir 
,  Ibey  ituiwcd  me  (heir  Buthori(y  lo  ajiprehnidsd  nut,  luiwt  iba  banb 
■k  M  iwo  kiii|(bt>  and  dopu(y-licuU:iiMiU, '  lor  apcaikiBg  — — -"- 
uaimi  die  Kui(."'  'nw  ei-^L-vaM  capdiu  wai  eouvi^'iid  (^pruaa 
dfard,  and  bail  tvlbicd.  Hit  prateciKor  pforud  In  be  oou  DbbkI  Lyi- 
Mbat  to  tba  piiacs-officcr  wlio  bcadsd  Ihc  tn»ti  far  hii  appmhtaiiou. 
aa  ihal  tba  ftiioaci  HikIcwii  bad  uica  in  fonur  dan  booud  aver  tv 
■d  twbaviour  Ihia  DaniclLTiter,  thsa  accuml  of  aJullory  aad  otbar 
ArA  bobiti.  "Alter  <he  King  rine  in,"  nyi  lladgioa,  "itiinuw 
^K,  and  demandd  tba  Domes  ol'  iboia  dial  iulbnned  agBhugt  him,  and  a 
it  Iheir  inlbrmaliun.     I  tuld  hini  dial  (he  IwiiDiia  wai  over,  uid  (hat  (( 

■ooaliki  In  riji  upbld 

Id  tare  (ht'in.     ■  Tlie  i 

c  Kiug  will  never  • 


d  nevrr  wadd  do."  Liltlc  ur  no  \»n  of  (be  cba^  waa  proved. 
lie  cuulrary  it  wai  tbun'n  (bu(  tlw  prmerntur  bad  bccii  lieani  lo  lay, 
!i  ever  rhaaged,  he  wuuhl  til  uH  lludipwi'ii  nkirti.     lu  due,  Hodg- 


birly  mHUidi  np 
wliicb  m.>t>iiA  (o 


ccaiily  ul'  nvaJInifting  lIw  milli  uf  ailvgianee,  wlucL  m.>t>iiA  (o  liave  been 

unbn  middle  al  June  IliC'i,  Cap 

uy  mamGr  tiy  oua  Peebles  au  ^, 

l^e*!  Iroop  or  Iwne-mililia,  wilh  aliout  ( 

in  nuk-ly,  caUed  liivirelicl  aud  iraiinr,  and  icmiwd  lo 
:l  wiib  bim,  upou  wbicb  be  demaiHti-d  lu  ntx  (bnr  aulbi 
1  baad  oil  Ilia  titunl.  sih)  tuld  bin  it  h'bi  IwUlt  andiurili 
id  by  Ciumwell.  'llwy  MiOvreil.  bin),  bowever,  lo  (W 
omd  III  IhcvaluBtoT  tti  Unlla-ly.  mltu  lUit  dmtu  nt  Uh 
tin  and  dan;p»,  owl  kciit  biii  ani.i^iiit  iri  umiv  diiiauc 
waiBllciwanliai'niHduriuriui,'  uswrniilvil  wniF  Im 
[  bin4  aecidmiUilly  *b«i  riding  wilk  a  wldii^i'.  rrom  wbicl 

mpcd.     Finally,  he  laill  — ' "'- 

iek  (be  iv.-na  if  caBeit  »• 


ir  nailer  Uyin'  hi*  huid  on  liis  nrurd-biU,  tayiag  it  vnu  a 
aaOtiver  lined  lo  %ive.  Atb«;{diaii'airaMwup«idueed,an]  llodf;- 
ibmillin;;  lu  die  wiBrrli,  (key  tiuk  rrom  hi*  dwrlhug  huuw!  bultiir  liuui 
.-utue  in  CivUflc-piocui.  ptilolh,  umaliotj,  cartuum,  and  aurh  like.  A 
d  eaKied  aboiillnii  buff  coal,  wbiHi  Hodgnin  tcfiiiieU  lu  d«livcr,  ollq^ 
Bjr  Ind  uo  BnilMHily  tu  laki'  liin  wcuruiK  uppiincl.  Tii  lliu  lie  renaMrd 
uit,  tvea  u|mn  ilic  pprioiial  (tlf^iJ^^  nr  Sir  Jiilm  Armnagi;.  who  vaUcd 
4iel  aiullraiKir.iiniiMld,  "  iriUi'l  nol  irmlilit:  liuiTeual  Uilt  ullipecd, 
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|«  wouid  c«Miiniil  me  to  iail.    IloM  tm^^aiyii  Hb^gaoa,  "l«MliiMi 

and  Im  did  iHM  wdl  to  eah  me  so  hefbn  iWm  MUkn  lad  gHllHMM>^ 
me  the  mark  for  every  one  to  111001  at."  neboff  eoatwMlhapM^^ 
yHjdemewied.wid  el  leuth  tened  byoM  feice.  OwWSrMil^ 
■jtege'i  hrelhiea  wore  it  lor  meajfeen  allcr,  ankiw  good  PinetMflfi 
obtervatioB,  thai  a  bulTjerkiu  ii  a  aiott  sweel  robe  of  ni— are.  AavgiAfl 
BirJoha's  eame  to compoaad  fer  tlwt  yafmet  of  pwoC  Ha^MMli 
woold  aol  hare  lakea  lf9i  pouadt  for  M.    SlrJoha  woaM  hafwcmamM 


Ibar,  but  jariiting  oa  the  oaraer  i  receipt  Ifar  the  — ■>^-  w,..«-  ........rr 

KMor  wai  aawmia^  to  araaly  the  tory  magiilfale  kepi  both  adaiyiBi  Bh|^ 
BOB  aeiwr  laccived  salinartioB. 

We  will  ao(  proeecute  Mr.  Hodnoa's  tale  of  petty  giieiaaeei  aay  Mr. 
Eaooah  hat  beea  laid  to  display  die  melaacholy  pictara  of  Ike  eomMr^ 
the  cml  war,  aad  to  riiow  the  state  of  irritability  aad  niipiamiim  whkka^ 


have  exteaded  itseir  over  the  Awe  of  Eaalaad,  sii 
coaaty  ia  which  battles  had  aot  boea  IbqgM,  aad  deep  iiji  ins  i 
img  the  asceadeacy  of  the  roundheads,  which  were  aoi  i  " 
by  the  mgoaaee  of  the  cavaliefi. 

IA.  Page  IW.  WaMroa  nwatioBB  the  twojiopalar  fealivitiga  la  thBUtif 
Maa  which  araalhided  to  io  the  tost,  aad  vestiges  of  Iheai  am,  I  bsT —  "" 
to  be  traced  ia  this  sfaicalar  {stand.    The  Coaiest  oTWrnlcr  aad 


aeemi  directly  derived  from  the  Scaadfamviaus,  laag  the 

Olaas  MasiHis  aMations  a  sioiilar  festival  among  the  aoft 

the  6m  of  May.  he  says,  the  countiy  is  divided  into  iwo  bands, 

nf  oue  of  which  hath  the  name  and  anpearaace  of  Winter,  Is  dotted  mJim 


otStn,    These  partin  skirmuih  in  spiirl,  and  the  mimir  contest 

a  geaeral  feast.— ilMlory  of  the  Nartktm  Ntiiioiu  5y  Olaus,  Bosk  ir. 

Chan.  2. 


KJ 

ty  others,  wSu^are  called  maitb  of  hnoonr.  She  Ims  also  a  y«ni|(  Bnni  ahs 
is  her  captain,  and  has  under  bis  command  a  good  nomber  of  iaferwrottesfs. 
In  opposition  to  ber,  is  the  Qiieea  of  Winter,  who  is  a  asaa  dicsl  hi  *~ 

dothes,  with  woollen  boodn,  fiir  tippets,  ancl  loaded  with  the  wan 
hraviest'habiis,  cme  upon  another ;  in  the  same  manner  are  those,  who  i 
seat  her  aticndauts,  drcst ;  nor  is  »be  without  a  captain  aad  troop  far  bar  da- 
feace.  Both  beini^equipt  as  proper  emblems  of  the  beauty  of  the  spri^g^  Mil 
the  defenatty  of  the  winter,  they  set  forth  from  their  respective  quahats  }  te 
one  proceded  bv  violias  awl  Antes,  the  other  with  ibe  ro^gb  aane  of  the  Isqgs 
aad  cleavers.  Both  companies  march  till  they  meet  on  a  comaMW,  aad  thsa 
thdr  trains  emge  in  a  mocf^  battle.  If  the  Queen  of  Winter^  Cncbs  mi 
the  better,  so  far  as  to  take  the  Quoon  of  May  prisoner,  she  is  raaBomad  far 
as  much  as  pays  the  expenses  of  the  day.  After  this  cerenMay,  Wialcr  aail 
her  company  retire,  and  divert  themselves  in  a  barn,  and  the  oIImss  leanii 
oa  the  greea,  where  having  danced  a  considerable  time^  they  ^''iwI^p'b  fas 
evening  with  a  feast  j  the  queen  at  one  table  with  ber  maids,  the  captain  with 
Us  troop  al  another.  Thero  are  seldom  less  tbaa  fifty  or  siat^  pefaov  M 
each  board,  but  not  more  than  three  or  four  knives.  Cnristasas  is  nsheicd  ia 
with  a  form  much  less  meaning,  and  infinitely  mora  feiiguiiy.    Oa  the  9fih 


of  Decemiier,  towards  eveaing,  all  the  servants  in  general  nave  a  hoBdav ; 
they  CO  not  to  bed  all  night,1»ut  ramMe  about  tillthe  bells  riag  ia  all  »s 
churchcii,  which  is  at  twelve  o'riock :  prayers  bein^f  over,  theyjco  to  haat  ths 
wren,  an«l  after  having  fouod  one  or  thesie  fmor  birds,  they  kill  her,  aad  lav 
her  on  a  bier  with  the  utmost  solemnity,  bringing  her  to  the  parish  church,  asd 
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WmcbBrwbhairliiiBiiril  IiomI  oT  fwlcnnltv,  i<in|niir  ilirrtH  D»r  Irr  is 
•bHuu  bBfuee.  vhich  Ukit call  tier  knill ;  kRri  which  Chriilnu  bc^iiu. 
nw«  It  iiol  a  inta  uiiocciipwil  ihe  whole  iwlt-c  davi,  every  puiili  himijr 
■Mm «  th.  publK  chorgv ;  ud  all  Ibe  .™ih,  mj,  «i»iiinWp»pli,  *eS 
■Aumt  lu  jran,  mttmg  an  itcniple  in  Ih-  aamiF  ilww  iwciuuaJ  dan " 

Wilfe  icfwd  to  kane-iarwr  b  llw  bic  of  Mau,  I  aia  rumuknl  wiih 
■■■■  copy  oTlIu  nilci  na  wludi  IhU  inan  wai  rouducled.  uihIlt  Ibe  n 
■■^  of  oif  £■«■  '•<  iVoku  ;-  k.^:^.  ii^  -.._: .■...  ^  j Ti 


Iriula  )     ^rfUu  >f  Uf  ,AU,  rkitk  iilnbr  rm/or  m  Ihr  aid  ida^. 

Hoax.  {     king  of  Or  h/w  of  Srr  wk,^ ^rrlimf .  (At /aihui»imcl«,t- 

td,}  pifK  h,  tht  Si^t  IkHeoruUt  H^^Lk  Bart  of  Dtrbv, 

'  Itt.  The  nid  nialc  u  lo  In  nia  lor  upoo  tbc  !8ih  Jav  of  Jidy,  in  eucry 
year,  wUlabia  hnoiMr  la  iilnml  lo  allow  iIk  Mate',  {bang  [lie  ijny  e( 
Iha  aalivily  nT  ihc  llanuuralih.'  Jainct  l^ril  Mlrniifp,)  ('i(v|>i  it  happm 
opoo  ■  Huuday,  awl  if  uw,  Ihe  naicj  plau  is  (o  bo  run  lor  a|Hu>  ilw  (lay 

•id.  Thai  uiiK  hot .  .  KcWag.  or  mnir,  >>bnll  !■«  admiUnl  (o  nin  lor  Ihe  ani.l 
slale,  bw  luch  as  wai  baleil  wiUiia  llie  uid  ulaotl,  ui  ia  Uw  I'allc  e( 

*M.  TbM  niery  hnrac,  guliliiiit,  or  mair,  Ihat  it  ilnixneil  lo  run,  uliatl  Iw 
caind  U  or  hcliiiv  ilic  vinjUi  day  nf  July,  wiib  hi*  ina«trni  iiauiK  awl  liia 
amc,  if  Ik  be  feitcnlly  kuowiH  by  auy,  or  ell  lui  colloiir,  end  Khrlbrr 
hotae,  Bwit.  nr  gehliiic,  awl  that  (o  Iv  <li>DC  at  Uk  i  coiiijin.  offier,  by 
Ibo  clearb  of  (lie  mlb  for  Ibc  Oni«  being. 

'4A.  I'bal  Foery  peraoii  tlialpuliiiaoalbfr)ianKi,niair,Dr  nklini;,  (ball,  al 
the  lime  of  (belr  riiiriDjr.  ilriKwiit  Ibe  nunc  of  liuu  Bhiir  spicco  into  lb* 
ba«d»  or  IJic  uid  ricrk  of  Ihc  roll*,  whicb  is  U>  j(uo  lawnr.ls  Ihe  ■ 
■ay  of  Ihe  plale  liir  the  year  fiilhiiiing,  bnidis 
(luea  bjr  Ibmn  lo  the  iraiil  ekrk  oT  Uic  rail*,  for  c> 
■■puMiag  dme  nrl"'-- 

'  ML     Thai  ouury  bum 
■hal  U  lo  Mjr,  lea  ili 

baleBCfTbnrae.oiaJr,  ornMine,  Bhull  baueaponnn  for  !u  Irycr, 
nanted  by  ibe  owner  of  the  naiiThor^,  mnir,  urnldiil«\  which  Iry- 


iicKj  ano  eajieeiHiiy  inat  loe  wiHorag  rider  be  Me  wiih  the  DauaJ 

M  of  one  pouiiil  Ibr. 

'  1U.  n*l  a  penou  be  nuignnl  by  the  Irycn  lo  ilan  ihs  ruuin^  honea, 
wIm  are  to  niB  for  llie  Hicrplalu,  Lciwiii  the  bowrn  of  uus  awl  ibrM  of 
Iha  clock  in  Ibe  allerwwD. 
■(ft.  That  eucry  rider  ihall  leave  tlio  Iwn  fint  powlea  wliich  ara  aelL  upp 
■  Hacfbraei  cIok,  in  Ihit  manner  following,  Ihal  ii  to  aav,  Ibe  Gnl  at 
Iha  Mid  two  tnwies  upon  hii  rifflil  band,  Slid  ibe  other  upon  hii  left  baad  ; 
•ad  the  iwo  powlei  by  tho  mete*  an  lu  be  left  armn  the  li-A  hand  like- 
viie ;  and  tho  filth  imwle,  wLicb  i>  icli  up  al  Ihe  lower  euil  of  the  Con- 
Dcy-warrcu,  lo  be  lell  alsue  upiu  Ihe  leR  haiul.  and  toe  llie  (uniinc  powlo 
■eat  U  Wai.  Lonrcyei  home  lo  be  left  in  like  awner  upim  Ihe  kA  bawl, 
and  Ibu  o>lie(  two  puwka,  teadiBK  to  the  ending  pinvie,  lo  Iw  left  upiHi 
ibe  righi  hauil -,  all  wliii'li  (lowlo  arc  in  l<e  b'ft  by  (he  riilen  a*  ■forvxaHl, 
oaecMiai-  only  ibe  tliitauee-ponle.  which  inuy  be  rid  on  i-idier  liaiiJ,  at 
Ihe  diutetiBn  of  luc  ri>kr,''  Ste.  tie-  &c. 
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"  Jii/y  \4tK  107. 
"The  namo<<  of  ihe  pontons  who  hAve  entered  ibeir  bonei  loivteAi 
within  plnlc  liir  liiis  present  year,  1GS7. 

"  Ro.  Ho^'wond.  Em.  Governor  oY  this  I«lc.  hath  cnlereii  sue 
bay-J7eftKii«-,  enlltMl  by  the  name  of  Loc^gerheail  aiid  hath  de- 
posited towards  the  aiigmciilinc^  of  the  plate  lor  the  next  year.  LiX)  tf  Ql 

"  Captain  'IMio.  HiidUt«in~hnth  entered  one  white  gelding,  railed 
Snowball,  and  hnlh  deposittetl,        -        -        -        -        -        .OOOftQI 

"  Mr.  William  Faiglcr  hath  entred  his  gray  geldding,  called  the 
Cirav-Carrainp.  and  defK)sitted,        -        -        -  -        -000609 

"  Mr.  S'irho.  Williams  iialh  entred  one  gray  stone  hor«e,  called 
the  Yi>rkshire  ^my,  an»l  deposited,        -        -        -        -        -OOOBtt 

'*  Mr.  Demster  Christian  hath  eutred  one  gelding,  called  the  Dap- 
plegray,  and  hath  deposited,        -        -        -        -        -        -000600 

"28£ft  Jii/y,lG87. 
"  Memorandum, 
"  I'hal  this  day  the  above  plate  was  ran  for  by  the  femneneioaed  hsnr. 
and  the  same  wai  fairly  woo  by  the  right  worshrpful  guvcmor**  bune  tt  A* 
two  first  heatos. 

"  nth  AuguMt,  1688. 
"  Received  this  day  tlie  above  ,  which  I  am  to  pay  ay  ■•>- 

ter  to  augmeul  ye  plate,  by  me, 

"JoHsWuov. 

'''  It  is  my  good-will  and  pleasure  yt  ye  3  prizes  (brmeriv  granted  (by  m] 
for  hors  rui'iiug  and  slioutin*;.  shall  continue  asi  thev  did,  to  be  run.  or  shot  Kir. 
au<l  M)o  to  coutiimn  durein^  mv  good-will  ajid  pleasure.  Given  under  bit 
band  at  Lathoni,ye  Hih  of  July,  1C89.  Dekbt. 

**  To  my  governor's  depuly-govcrnor.  airl  y« 
rest  oV  uiy  otFiccrs  in  my  laic  of  Mau." 


ICt.  Page  1j5.  I  am  told  that  a  portrait  of  the  unfortunate  William  Clin»- 
tiau  is  stili  unfserved  in  the  family  of  Waterson  of  Balhiahow  of  Kirk  CiMurb. 
Ru^hin.  XVilliam  Dlionc  is  drossod  in  a  green  roat  without  collar  or  rapr. 
alter  the  fashion  (»f  tho^e  |Miritauic  times,  with  the  head  in  a  elose-crnpl  mi<. 
resembling  the  bi:»hnp's  peruke  of  the  prt'sent  day.  'J*he  counienaocf  u 
youthful  and  well  l(M)kini;.  very  unlike  the  expro«sion  of  forelxvliag  mel^u- 
eholy.  I  have  ko  far  taken  aJvautage  of  this  criticism,  as  to  bring  mv  idt-al 
portrait  in  llie  presi-nt  edition  uciu-cT  to  the  complexion  at  least  of  tfie  £ur- 
Iiaired  William  Dlione. 

17.  Page  2U().  There  is  a  common  iradiiiim  iu  .\mcriea,  that  ibi; per:*in. 
who  wn>i  n<>v<7r  heard  of  after  the  Rostoraliou,  iled  to  Masfiachusetti,  and. 


^ 


shown  them  the  mode  of  acuuiriiig  a  \  ictory,  which  they  were  on  tlie  poijit  of 
yielding  to  the  Indians,  is  aUo  told  ;  and  iii  all  pro!>abilTty  truly.  I  have  m«b 
the  whide  tradition  eoiutnenied  upou  at  lar^e  in  a  Idti*  North' American  pub- 
Kcatiou,  which  goes  so  far  as  to  uhcerlain  the  oli<;eure  grave  to  which  ilie  !«• 
mains  of  Whallev  witc  secretly  cominittrd.  lliis  siut^idar  blory  has  latelr 
afforded  tlie  jii^lfy  ci*K-l>rnled  American  novelist,  Mr.  Cooj>er,  llie  materia^i 
from  which  la*  has  compiled  one  of  (iios<<t  inipn-A^ive  narra'.ive>  of  tii«  aborig- 
inal inhabitanis  of  the  '1  ran»a(luiitic  wuoiU  and  the  harily  nuro|ieans  by  hIiuqi 
they  were  nivaded  and  dis|>ossc&sod. 

13.  Page  203.  The  author  has  never  seen  this  ancient  forir«><s,  which  has 
in  us  circuit  so  much  that  is  fascinating  to  the  antinuary.  Widdron  has  gives 
the  following  description,  v.liich  is  peiiia|'s  SiimoMhat  exaggerated  . — 
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"  PtHil.  or  Pilf-Towu.  is  .s*»  rnll»»il  from  \\^  !;nrri.soii  nii<1  va>\\o  :  Ukui^Ii  in 
vtfcft  Uie  cuMie  i'Hiiiioi  |>r«)p<>rly  In-  ^aiil  lo  !>«.>  in  Uic  (own,  an  arm  ol'  llio  sea 
ftinnin^  iM'twiMMi  iIu'hi.  \v|iu-li  i'u  Iiijr|j  ijiU-s  would  Im*  ili'rp  enouirh  lo  Uoar  a 
ilH|ii»r  forty  or  tiflv  Ion.  tliou>;^||  ^duifliim'^  nniU;  (irninnl  of  sail  water;  ImjI 
fbou  il  i«  !(U|i|>ruHl  with  Trcsiii  hy  a  river  whirli  runs  Ironi  Kirk  Jnruiyii  Moiiii- 
Vuai,  aud  einplies  ilscU'iulo  the  sea.  Thi;*  (.'aslli!,  lor  il<«  silnalion.'nnliquitv. 
firciifth.  mmI  iNiaiity,  migiil  ju.stly  come  in  Utr  one  of  ihc  wonil«*n  ol'  tfi«* 
worifL  Art  ttiifl  nature  .seem  t«>  have  vietl  wilh  vaeh  oilier  in  tlu;  nioilel,  iif»r 
oaj^iit  tlic  most  minute  |>artirnhir  lo  cm*h|)C  obsi'ri'iilion.  Ah  to  iu  situation, 
it  M  built  U|K>a  the  top  c>f  u  hu^e  ruek.  whirh  renrs  ilM'lf  a  slu|Mni<h)UM  hci!«^ht 
above  tbe  Nca,  with  which,  as  I  said  l»elt»re.  it  is  Horronniled.  AntI  also  hy 
■atural  fiiritficBtitms  of  other  leaser  rorkn,  whieh  rcn(h>r  it  inacc«*(iiibie  but  by 
|MUsfiug[  Ibal  little  arm  of  the  iti;a  w  hich  di  vitles  it  frcun  tlie  town  ;  thifl  you  may 
clo  in  a  small  boat :  and  iho  nulives,  lucking;  nj>  tlMiir  clolhe.s  un<ler  their  arms, 
iumI  plucking  oir  lh«;ir  xIioch  and  stfM'kin!;^,  trfiinenlly  wade  it  in  low  tide.4. 
When  y<iii  arrive  at  ihc  f<Mit  of  the  rock,  yuu  asecnd  atKiul  some  threi*srorc 
KteuM,  whieh  are  cat  out  of  it  Ut  ihe  fir<il  wall,  which  is  iniineii:<cly  thick  and 
bi|pi,  aud  liuUt  of  a  very  durable  and  bri:rlit  stone,  tluiu<fh  not  of  Alie  same 
Miri  witli  tiial  uf  raslfo  U'i<i>in  in  (-si-siie  Town  ;  ami  has  on  it  four  Utile 
bou»eji,  (M-  watch-towers,  which  ovcrliMik  the  sea.  Tlie  gales  art*  woo<l,  but 
Diosi  euri«Hisly  arctied,  carved,  and  ailoruod  with  pilasters.  Having  pass<><l 
ibe  first,  you  have  other  stairs  of  near  half  the  ituml»er  with  the  foimer  lo 
ai«NUit,  tief«>rc  vou  come  at  the  second  wall,  which,  as  well  as  tlie  other,  is  full 
uf'  |iort-bolefi  lor  cannon,  which  arc  planted  on  stone  crosses  on  a  third  wall. 
Ileua*'  entered,  you  find  yonrsdf  in  a  wide  plain,  in  ihe  midst  of  which  stands 
Ibe  rattle,  eitcompa'tsi^d  by  four  churches,  three  of  which  time  has  S4i  much 
(leeaved,  tliat  then*  is  Utile  reniv.inin<r.  iN'sitles  the  walls,  and  some  few  tombs. 
wliicli  keem  to  have  been  erected  wiili  so  nmch  care,  as  to  iM^r|>ctuate  llie 
uu*iiiorv  of  tlM>s<?  Imried  in  them  till  the  fmai  dissolution  of  all  things.  'J'hc 
Iwurth  r»  kept  a  Utile  lietler  in  repair ;  but  not  so  much  for  its  (»wn  sake,  though 
il  kiis  been  tbe  mont  magnificent  of  them  all.  as  for  a  cha|K-l  within  il ;  which 
!•«  apiMropriatcil  lo  lh«'  use  of  ihc  bisliop,  au<l  has  under  il  a  prison,  or  railicr 
dun:;eim,  for  lluMte  ofl*enders  mIio  are  so  miserable  as  to  incur  lli*^  spiritual 
ceu<»ure.  This  is  certainly  one  of  Ihe  most  dreadful  places  that  iuuii^inalion 
vau  iWui.  The  sea  runs  under  it  ihrtNi^rli  the  hollows  <if  the  rock  with  >ucli  a 
i*<>utinu:il  roar,  that  you  wtwdil  think  it  \%ere  every  moment  breakint;  iu  urNtu 
31KI,  ami  over  it  are  the  vaults  for  Imrying  llit;  dead.  The  ••tairs  desecn>lMi>7 
to  this  place  of  terrors  are  mil  alMive  lliirty,  but  so  steep  and  narrow,  thai  tliey 
tkTC  very  ditiicult  lo  go  down,  a  chiM  of  eight  or  nine  vears  old  nol  bcin;;  able 
lo  pas<k  tlicui  but  '»i<le%\ays.  Within  il  are  thirteen  pillars,  on  uliicli  the  whole 
rlia|H*l  i«*  supiMirled.  'J'hey  hav<*  a  su|M^Tsiiiion.  thai  wlial.MM'\«T  >iraiiner  ffoe\ 
lo  Mre  this  cavern  out  of  eurio<itv.  aiid  oniit>  u»  coiuil  the  pillars,  shall  do 
ktmiething  to  occasion  beiny;  eoulineil  llu-re.  Tliere  are  plae»«s  lor  penance 
al.<««>  under  all  the  oilier  <-hureheK.  eontaiiiiiig  Ncveral  \ery  dark  and  horrid 
celU  ;  some  have  iKilhin!;  in  ihem  either  to  >\i  or  Yw.  dimn  (»n.  others  a  small 
piece  of  brick  work  ;  Hume  are  lower  and  more  dark  than  ollii*ro.  bin  all  of 
Iheuii  iu  my  opinion,  dreadful  enough  for  alnmst  any  crime  hnnriiiiiv  is  eapa- 
I4e  of  liciuQ  guilty  of;  though  'tis  snp|Hised  they  were  built  uiih  dii)rrriii  de- 

5re«*s  of  horror,  that  the  |Hinishmeul  mii;ht  be  proporlionale  lo  ihe  faults  of 
id&e  wnttclK'S  who  were  lo  be  confined  iu  them.  These  have  ii(*\er  been 
iiiuile  use  uf  since  tin*  limes  of  po|K>rv ;  but  that  umh'r  the  l>i>iliop's  cha|*<-l  is 
IIm*  commou  and  only  priMin  iiir  all  otienees  in  \\u'.  spiritual  eoiiri,  and  to  that 
IIm'  cleltm|uenls  are  senlcuced.  iUil  the  <oldi4'rK  of  llu*  <;arri«i>n  |erniil  them 
lo  MilTer  iheir  coniinemeiit  in  tlu>  eastle.  il  iH'ing  morally  inipix^ible  for  the 
strtmgesl  consliliilion  lo  sustain  the  dauipH  ami  noiMuin'iiesi  of  the  eavern 
«f veil  l«>r  a  fevi  hours,  much  le<s  for  monllis  ami  years,  an  i-.ihi- pimishmeni 
louiietimes  alhiiied.  But  1  shall  sjwak  hereafter  more  fully  t»f  the  srvi  iii\  of 
the  ect  lesiastical  juristlicliiMi.  "Tis  c«*rtain  that  here  hare  lw«.a  \ery  great 
arrbilects  iu  this  island;  liir  the  m»lile  iimniuiieuls  in  this  ehureh.  which  is 
kepi  iu  repair,  and  in»leed  Ihe  ruins  of  ihe  others  iibo.  shi»w  Ihe  bulhli  r.s  lo  bo 
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■■tl«i  of  all  Ihe  nnlcn  in  thai  ut,  <liaa|k  Ike  gnmi  mmiirSfOi^ 
prove  Ibemiobsclrii'ilvidniinn  of  IkU.  Hat  an  ll>«  cfdnpfef  unt  li 
limii  on  Uw  lombiu.iKs  Joa  votlkj  of  rMDwt;  (he  vanou  luni«>>  i 
H-hirh  ibcyan  riiFriivi-il.lnlirT  by  vhtf  ■  Atanilf  of  Hinu  ihblMt  ^ 
or  eaUh  hu  b«B  iMucjHid.  'llnugfa  tiae  hM  dchesi)  Ma  WUjr  aTM 
let*  lo  rewtec  tba  nmaindcr  iMdlipb)a,7M  jaa  ■■■r'**>4n*B!!iftB 
mail  of  UwHtincw.GK^,  Lain,  Anba>,  San     ^^^ 


that  ■  crcu  auoAcr  of  cvaluiiei  man  pan  baliM*  ■ 
FOoMGcKdnecdlBibeeaBdilkiailBowli.    llMn< 
doibllaM  OBie  tlw  liimple*  sTPama  daitiw,  t)M«gk 
wonhip  af  the  tna  tlivinil* ;  and  wkal  toalran  IM  BflnvM 
lacMra.  ia,  Ibal  thara  ii  Hill  >  pait  of  oaa  raiaWaj,  «Mi^ 
ataaa  lUracll*  IB  brm  and  aaaaar  Gka  (he  Ttipaaaa,  vKA  k 
isaoraaca,  Ike  priaala  ftirad  apoa  IB  dali«r  Anr  UKrioBi  erac 
ciaaeflWaeoWchaTthH,  iharawaalbnaariyapaMaittoibe 
loBfiac  lo  Ike  capiaia  of  tba  nard,  M  u  maw  dati  d<       ~ 
Ci*a7oaleril,ii*|iraUy€idilaae{  brt  aa  t  tUak  it  mh  j 
la  aiy  carioM  reader,  la  acqoaiat  um  with  whal  nt  of 


iwaariUBad  BJIprofaiie  diicaarta  wtila  ia  iiamapaBj.  Bnl  IkaagkAay 
codumTitic  ibDcf  of  Hich  a  guni  wban  alu^cthcr  b  abody.aon  cwadta 
be  lell  aioae  wiUi  it ;  il  being  tba  euiuioi,  iberaroiv,  fer  ana  of  tbe  aeMkn  la 


1 ;  11  ueing  uM  cuiiom,  incnioR . 
tie  ni«  of  ibe  eaiile  ai  a  eeilaia  hour,  aad  canT  lb 
w«i,  jiwbaie  eparlmeat,  a*  laatd  bttbre,  iho  way  ted  ihni.»-  »  f.i  ■■,  ■  j 
apvcd  ORUBE  ibaauelvei,  that  n4mc*cr  was  M  iDccecd  IM  bbsbbk  artl 
bit  fellow  ia  thii  arraad  •bould  accompaay  him  thai  weat  ttial,  aaobj aii 
liiMBii,  BO  maa  o  nikl  be  cipoMMl  nu^  to  the  (la«|ar  i  Ibr  I  farni  M  aw- 
liua  Ibal  Ibe  Uaulba  Du^  u-ai  alwoyi  trta  la  coow  otii  fe«a  lEal  a— ap 
■1  tiM  ckwe  nT  day,  and  iduta  to  il  araio  Bi  aooa  a*  Iha  ■oinny  ilaaart, 
whii-h  made  Ihcin  look  oo  ihia  placa  ai  it!  unaliar  raudaara.  -Ooa  aighl  a 
ri'liow  Mag  ilnuilc.  and  by  the  ilrrii|Ifa  of  bit  bquor  rendarad  auua  dwiaf 
lliaii  ordioary,  Jaugliiid  u'lhe  limjiliciiviif  bin  coupauiuiu,  aad  Ihoagb  it  mi 
wN  bii  Uini  to  go  »iih  ilie  lieyi,  noulil  iinalt  lake  thai  office  upas  bini,  la 
twiilV  hit  couiBjce.  All  iba  bildicn  endoavauied  id  diiinadc  him,  bat  tba 
■noM  Ibey  (aid,  iba  more  muJute  be  icanicd.  aad  m  on  thai  Iw  deeind  aotb- 
iag  Bofe  Ibaa  thai  Maoiho  Duog  would  fellow  hbn.  ai  it  bad  doge  iba  oifaen, 
for  he  would  Iryif  il  won  dnf  or  drsil.  Afler  baviuf  talfcod  iu  a  very  npiv 
I'Sle  nanacr  Ibr  ■ome  tinte.be  iniichod  up  Iba  key*,  aiid  weal  out  of  ibe  |nard- 
tiHHn  t  IB  loaie  liine  after  bii  drparluio  a  freai  ouine  waj  beaid,  bul  Mobady 
had  the  boldiw h  ta  tf  wbol  occasioDcd  il.  till  Uw  adi-enlutar  relaniinf ,  Ibey 
iWmaLded  Ihir  kiinwled|e  of  hiin  |  bM  aa  loud  aad  aOUy  aa  be  had  btaa  M 
leai'iiig  ibeai,  be  wai  now  beeoaia  aobar  and  tJlant  awali,  far  ba  wat  iia««r 
heaid  to  (peak  more)  aad  thoucb  ail  the  (ins  ha  livad,  lAieh  w«i  tbrea  dan, 
he  wa*  eiiireaUd  by  all  who  ouaa  aaar  hloi,  ailber  lo  ipaah,  or,  if  ha  caaU 
tut  do  ihal.  Id  alalia  wna  ligui,  by  whM  they  miebt  uadiVtlaBd  wbal  had 
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h*ppMCiIlahiB,vctiinth'nigiiileUI|pblecoti1ilbe«ri  tVam  hini,DDlT,lliit  hjr 
IW  diWorliaB  of  Kit  UnN  uid  teslunn,  il  nwhl  ae  cumcd  Uibi  he  died  b 
■ffiMBi  BOM  tku  i*  comoMn  ia  a  ulunl  deuh.  The  HuUbt  Daag  wa>, 
imnwet,  aenw  tan  afUt  in  Iba  caillo,  not  wixdd  any  ooa  allainpl  u>  go 
fco^h  Ibal  paiiaga,  for  wbirb  raaMHi  il  waa  etotad  up,  and  aaMber  wa« 
■■da;  llii  aceideal  happenad  aboal  tbreefcora  jrean  uiica,  and  I  iiaard  il 
anaalad  ^  aevani,  bnl  «indan7  by  an  old  aotdier,  who  auncd  na  ha  had 
■aan  il  nBaaei  iban  ba  baa  tban  Dain  on  hit  baad.  Hariof  tatra  noiica  of 
a*a(j  aiaf  rcnaikabh  ia  dm  chnrebo,  I  beliava  ay  rcadei  vill  tw  impalieni 
la  caaa  la  Iba  catfk  hMlf,  which,  in  inM  of  Uk  maKnificcDco  ibe  pride  of 
■adaw  agaa  baa  adumtd  toa  pdaceidf  priiiCMwiih,eice«Ii  not  ouly  every 
Mas  1  bava  accn,  bM  abn  lead  of,  in  nobleucu  of  timclnre,  Thougfa  nnn 
mm  aoaa  Iban  a  ganiion  Ibc  aoldien,  yov  caanol  eiiur  il  wiihoul  beiii;:  iiniek 
wUb  a  vaaanlioa,  wbicb  Ilia  noM  baauUfid  botldliigs  DfJaleryean  cannniiu 
tfiitJtM  wilb  i  lltakqiaacH  and  loAiocu  of  ibo  roomt.  Iho  tuI  erho  rfxiiinil 
lig  ihCBOgb  ihoB,  tba  many  windinc  gallsrie*,  Iba  proipecl  of  ihe  itn,  and 
Iba  dip.:,  which,  by  icaaon  of  Iho  haighl  of  llie  place,  aevm  bni  like  boovi 
faliag  an  tba  wavaa,  make  rnu  Ihnrv  younelf  in  a  uperior  oib  lo  whal  llio 
nat  onuakiiul  iBbaUl,  and  M  yuu  wilh  eonlemplitioiu  tba  moil  rcfiaed  ind 
■OR  IbU  tba  loul  it  eapidilB  of  conceivine."— Waldruk'i  Anrufum  nj 
SjUi^  >bm,fiea.  ITU,  p.  103. 

!■  thia  dctcfiptjoa,  Iba  accounl  of  ibc  iiucriplioni  in  h  miuiv  Oriental  lon- 
nafci,  aaitbaaring  dalo  boibre  llio  Cliriiliaii  era,  ii  nnaialy  ai  murh  cx- 
^wnlcdal  tboaloiyirflho  JTuHfAr  iJ»i«'il<rl''.  It  would  he  very  clr>iniblo 
IttiadoattbanManiuKorUicwDnl  AfiiH/he  in  the  Minx  l(mguii^,i>hirh  i>a 
dialnrl  of  tbc  Gaelic.  I  olucrve,  ibai  Maiihe  in  Gaelic,  iiniHirti  oihcr  tie- 
■ilialinaa.  ha*  Uwl  of  atlirr  nt  iprrJ^;  aitd  aiu,  thai  ■  Aar  oY  Riclmnl  II., 
■aeWiowed  by  Fniiuan,  and  lupputed  lo  iuiiinala  the  fair  of  hia  ■nuicr'i 
awlhofil*,  by  Icating  hint  and  fawning  oa  Uolin^bruke,  wai  termed  Hauilir : 
bal  wiibnr  of  Ihcae  particular*  icndi  la  eiplain  Uk  very  imprcuiie  itory  ol 
Ibe  SaadUb  bound  of  Fed  CiuUe. 

19.  P^  308.  Booealb  iho  only  one  of  Ibc  Ciur  cLurcliei  in  Caiile  RaA- 
■,  whid  not  wai  kept  a  liille  in  Rixur,  ii  ■  pHion  nrdua^cun,  fat  ecclcii- 
ailical  oflndar*.  "  Thii,"  aayi  Waldron,  •'■■  certainly  one  of  Ibe  n<»l 
dMadU  ^aen  ibat  imnginaiina  caa  forai )  Ibe  aea  lUM  under  it  throiigh  ibe 
boUowa  air  lbs  rock  wilb  micIi  a  cwiiinual  rooi,  ihat  you  would  ihluk  il  were 
•vory  aooicnt  bnakini  in  upon  vou,  and  over  it  are  ilie  vaulti  tor  burvinfr 
Ihe  dead.  Tbc  ilwri  JcKcndmg  lo  thix  plaeaof  Icrron arc  Dnlabovuihirly, 
but  BO  iloep  nnd  narrow,  Ifaat  ihuy  are  very  dilRcnli  to  ^  down.  •  A  cliihl  of 

iSnriptitm  of  Iht  IiU  ef  On,  in  hU  Wvrti,  p.  105,  lolfu. 


cicul  Celtic  rnec,  Mill  •peaking  ilie  1an|[iisjti>  of  lliclr  falbRn.  Thpy  rvlainnl 
a  pkenlifnl  ilodi  of  Iboie  wild  Ipgcnda  which  overawcil  ilio  muon  of  ■\  dark 
a(e,  and  ia  our  own  lime  annoy  the  iiancinaiion  sf  ihoac  who  liaicn  lo  iln: 
bteuatioD  of  the  Ulc,  wliilc  ihcy  dcaplw  ii»  elaJmi  In  bptirf.  'llie  fiillowiii^ 
cnrlniif  le||BHlary  Iradilioni  arc  CJiiracted  from  Wnldmii,  a  hufc  mine,  in 
wiueh  1  have  aUompled  lo  diicnvi'r  tome  cpcciuciu  of  sjmr.  if  I  cannui  lind 

un,  "  which  ii  ihc  ocra- 

. ^iiii>m.    I  have  nirvfldy 

■at  enniieb  lo  fIkiw  Iho  world  nhal  a  HaMsinna 
Iriily  •*,  and  whal  power  Ibc  prcliuUcc  of  iilucatinn  baa  otci  weak  uiiiirii. 
It'hmlM  wore  of  nuv  IHC  anions  "I"™-  ""■'  W""'''  ««ew  thi-  (.'ouiit  uf  (iul>nli< 
hnd  l«en  wit  oalv  l'raB..latrd  inl»  iIh-  .Mi>;ik«  i<iii:.'<ic,  bin  dial  it  irn<  n  >on  of 
rule  of  Ciiib  lo  ilicni.  unce  Ibcre  is  Bi<  ficliliinii  l««iBt  mrnlioncd  l.y  hiui.  in 
luUnknfahiurdilic.'i,  ubivblbvy  uuulJuut  fcailily  give  crciUl  lo.     Ifcuuw 


348      NOTES  TO  PEVERIL  OF  THK  PEAK. 

not.  iriolizrrs  na  thrv  orr  of  tin*  dernr,  ulicdirr  ihiMr  wmJJ  aoC  bt  cvaifr 
frartory  to  them,  ift'cre  they  to prcacniigidBst the cibtMK€  of  Uffair tf CfOi 
ngpaiint  their  being:  comnumly  leen  $  for  tboogii  the  prieMkood  MV-a  kW  rf 
goHfi  amonif  them,  vet  still  iraditmn  if  r  greater  jod  llHa  dtof;  ■■#■  dif 
conlitlsntly  luisert  tfint  the  first  mbabitcats  of  Ibeir  Uaad  wnViiUBi^H  fa 
ther  maiiilaiu  that  these  little  people  have  ftill  their  re*:dcace  wmmm  Ai* 
They  call  them  the  Good  Peo^c,  and  say  tbev  live  ib  wiMa  aad 
on  mnuntKint,  and  shun  mat  cities  bccao!>e  of  Che  wirkedaeas  ac 


Y  H>  ga  Id  bei  afiv 
iMeaonlilaMr 


tlicmyelvcA  in,  wliich  the  uatu'es  a%-cr  they  constanUy  do,  as  aooa  ai  twit 

TOQchsafe 


e,ik-cs  of  the  family  arc  closed,  whercTer  ^  they  Toochsale  to 
tliiiu^  happen  to  be  mi^laitl,  ami  fbom*  Bgnin  in  some  place  where  it  araaartah 
|)cric<1,  tbev  prcMMitly  tell  yon  a  fmr^  took  K  aud  rptaraed  il  $  if  yoa  c^ 
to  get  a  fair  and  hurt  ynuraelf,  a  fiary  laid  sonkcthing  ia  ymw  way  la 
you  down,  as  a  punishment  for  some  sin  yon  ha%x  comaiitted.  I  hata 
inniiy  of  tnem  protest  tiKrv  have  been  carried  insensibly  aical  diahmNL 
iHjme,  ami,  wiilimit  knowing  hoH-  they  came  there,  foooo  tbemaelvncait 
inp  of  a  mountain.  One  story  in  particular  was  toM  aic  of  a  aa 
Itceii  led  by  invisible  musicians  ft »r  Mveral  miles  together ;  aad  aeC 
to  renikt  tlie  harmony,  followed  till  it  conducted  him  to  a  lar^  coi 
u-crc  a  great  numlH!>r  of  liillc  people  vttii^  roand  a  table,  aad 
drinking  in  a  very  jovial  manner.  Am6ng  them  were  soom  ht 
thouffhi  he  had  fdrnieriv  seen,  hut  forbore  taking  any  notice,  or  they  af  !!■• 
till  the  little  people.  f>Aering  him  drink,  one  of  tnem,  whose  fbatoiet  sacHfa 
not  unknown  u>  him.  plucked  him  by  thi!  coat,  ami  fortiadc  him,  wbi 
did.  1(1  idtflc  any  tiling  he  jiaw  iMrfon.*  him  ;  for  if  vou  do,  added  be, 
be  as  I  am,  nnrl  n>itini  no  more  to  your  family,  ^le  poor  naa  wl_ 
aflri^itetl.  Inii  rr^lvod  to  obey  tlie  injunction ;  aceordine:lv  a  iaip 
rup,  Ailed  with  5ume  sort  of  liipior,  lieini;  put  into  his  hancf,  he  foond  aa  s^ 
)K>rtiinity  tn  tlin»%v  what  it  coiitaimfl  on  the  i^Niml.  Soon  «iAer  ike  wmmr 
(-easing:' all  tlie  company  disappeared,  kaviujc:  the  enp  in  his  haad,  aadhe 
reluriied  home,  ihoiigli  inurh  wearied  and  fatiaued.  lie  went  Ike  aexl  dar 
and  cominuuiraied  to  tlie  minister  of  the  pnridi  all  that  had  happeocd,  aail 
a»ke<l  his  advice  how  he  should  dispose  (tf  the  cup ;  to  which  Ibe 
plied,  he  co«ild  not  do  b<-tter  Uian  cfevote  it  to  the  service  of  Ibe  ' 
lliis  very  cup,  they  tell  me,  is  that  wliich  is  now  used  for  the 
wine  in  KirK-.MefUi^h. 

"  Another  instance  tliey  cave  me  to  prove  the  rcalhy  of  fairies,  was  af  a 
fitUller.  wim,  having  agreed  with  a  |>erson.  wlio  wak  a  stranger,  for  so  nack 
money,  to  piny  to  M>nir  c»m|)any  lie  should  bring  him  to,  all  the  twelve  davs 
(»r  C*lins(nias,'nnd  received  earnest  fur  it,  saw  his  new  master  vanish  into  tae 
ciirlh  the  moment  he  had  madetlK*  barg^iin.  Nothing  could  be  nM»re  liiiiitd 
than  uns  the  |NM»r  fiddler ;  he  fouint  he  had  entcrei I  himself  into  the  deviTs 
Nervii*4%  and  looked  on  himself  as  already  damned  ;  but  having  rccouise  atse 
to  a  clergyman,  lie  received  &nnic  hope  f  he  ordered  him.  houxfver,  as  he  had 
taken  earueNt,  to  j^o  when  he  should  be  called  :  but  that  whatever  tunes  ihoaM 
l>e  rolled  fiir,  to  play  none  but  psalms.  On  the  day  appointed,  the  sane  per 
Kon  appirHreii,  with  *wlH)m  lie  went,  though  with  what  inwaid  reluctance  lis 
ca^y  to  guess  •,  but  punctually  obeying  the  minister's  directions,  the  compaiiy 
to  whom  he  pla  v(mI  were  so  angry. 'that  tliey  all  vanished  at  once,  leavij^  biai 
nt  the  top  ol  a  liigli  hill,  and  so1>ruised  aud  hurt,  though  be  was  not  seasMs 
when,  or  from  what  liaiid  he  received  the  blows,  that  he  got  not  home  witbonl 
the  ntmoNt  ditficultv.  The  old  story  of  infants  being  changed  in  their  erwHrf, 
is  here  in  .such  credit,  that  mothers  are  in  continual  terror  at  tlie  thoughts  of  it 
J  was  prevailed  iipou  myself  to  go  and  see  a  child,  who  tln'y  told  me  wascne 
of  these  changelings ;  and,  indeed,  mubt  own  wa«  not  a  little  Mirprised.  si 
w*-\]  Hi  shocked,  at  the  sight ;  nothing  under  heaven  could  hatx  a  more  Urao* 
li.uJthcc;  but  though  between  tivc  and  six  ycar«  old,  aud  sci-miflgly  healthy. 
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n  Ar  ftrnn  heinf  ohlc  lo  wnlk  or  utariH.  ihM  be  rnulrl  not  n  marh  ai 


Illy  on  iiKQC  wuq  mm  n,  nt  ii  vo  wi 
look  ttttm  Ihroofk.  Hii  imrtlwr,  or  ai  Itvii  hi)  luppnKil  mniher,  briiifc  irry 
poor,  fiwpieatlj  weal  out  a-chnirir^,  an<l  Ivfl  him  a  whnlc  day  li^;cib«r ;  tba 
■einbaim.  out  of  citriniil.v,  have  oltcii  lonkeil  in  n(  ilie  winilaw  (o  ice  how 
■h  D^BTed  wtcn  bIobc  ;  wfairh,  whenever  they  iliil.  they  were  lore  lo  fimt 
hBilautiiiiit,  awlUilMaunoiIdetitThl.  Thinmaitoihemjudgeifaalhe  wa« 
«nl  whfioU  rompan*  aore  iileoaiac  In  Mm  than  any  RUinali  could  tie;  and 
what  marie  tU*  cniieclarc  acem  ihe  more  rcasnnalik,  wai,  thai,  if  he  wcra 
MI«Tcr  *a  dirt*,llM  woRion.  ntberreium,  anw  him  wiih  b  clean  ftwe,  aoil 
ki*  hwr  conbcd  wilh  Ibe  ulmnM  cincinem  nml  nicely. 

**  A  aecond  acndnt  of  ihi>  mlurv  1  had  ^om  ft  woman  lo  vhnse  othpring 
Ibe  Wrin  Kcmcd  Id  fanve  lalien  n  innienlar  liuiev.  The  rounfa  or  fiAh  oi^ 
•Aer  ifav  mcMinrcdofher  BNIclnM.ihcramirrirciealarDHHt  wiihanioit 
(enible  cry  of  fire,  on  whirh  every  boily  ran  out  of  iIk  Ihww  lo  are  wbence 
it  procccned,  Bot  eira|>iiuK  Ibe  nurv.  vko.  Iwu^  a»  ooch  fHfbted  a*  lh« 
oibera,  nnde  one  of  the  ntuiher.  The  pnor  v-omnn  1st  Irembliw  in  her  be<l 
■lone,  annbku  hdp  beraHf,  and  ber  bnck  bvJiir  inncii  In  the  hilSnt,  law  roI 
dwi  it  WK1  Inken  awny  bv  an  iavruUc  band.  Thi»c  who  bad  IcH  hei  haviu; 
toi]u!rcd  nbmil  Ihe  Bci^hnoriMHHl.BiidAndnfClhrrcwiH  no  canw  Inr  the  oo£ 
IT*  they  bad  bconl,  iaughni  M  enrh  ollur  Tor  Ibn  miMBke )  bul  s>  tlry  neru 
IpHag  Id  re-caler  the  heuw,  the  [inor  balw  loyon  ibe  liueihiiM,  nnn  hy  iia 
(tie*  preiienediiielf  ftom  hcinf  (roil  U|ian.  TUa  pirtwdiaKiy  amawd  all 
Ibal  aaw  tl.aad  the  nodier  hvingalill  in  Ked.lheyrnuidiucribii  an  n-BUia  Ibr 
imliar  i(  there,  bat  having  hcea  remnveit  l>y  Ihiries.  who,  itv  Ibrir  ludik-n  re- 
toia.  bail  been  pirvcnied  Ihim  rarryiDS  il  nay  fhnber.  A'boirt  a  imr  allcr, 
the  lame  womin  wai  bn>U]{lit  In  b«>f  nf  a  iieroad  riiilil,  wMi-li  bait  uul  liren 
bora  many  nicMi  tielbrD  a  ercal  intte  wo*  heanl  in  lar.  \tnmt:  wliric  Ifary 
kepi  ibelr  ralile:  (Ihr  ia  Ihii  iihind,  whrrit  Ihcre  i)  no  tbi-Jler  in  the  Arkli' fnim 
ibe  necHire  enfd  and  ilamjH,  Ihcy  iml  nil  thuir  miteli-kiiio  inmaiwm.iihich 
ikey  pall  a  eallk-hnttte.)  Rvnf}f  Wlv  thai  wa>  slirrin;;  ran  in  are  wIkiI  wat 
the  Dialler,  bdievn^f  Ihat  Ibo  cow*  baK  ent  Innsa  i  As  nurM  waa  u  nmiy  ai 
Ihe  ml,  bni  Anriinft  all  aalb.  and  Ibe  bara  door  rbur,  immpillHIiilv  nliiunl, 
but  not  *a  anilitmiy  hal  Ihat  the  aew-hom  IkiI«  wni  inkm  mil  nf  ibe  buil,  ai 
the  lorrner  liaH  bean,  ami  ilri'pt  no  their  mmiaq,  ui  Ibe  iniiblk:  nr  Ibe  i-niry. 
Thi<  wai  enou^  lo  pmve  Ihc  friiriei  had  rnwli-  n  wninil  BMinn|ii :  tinil  tho 
rareaia  aeadin'  lor  a  miaialiY.  Jiriard  with  hbii  in  llEinhi-sivinq  lo  Itiid.  uhn 
kail  iwiee  dclivefod  Iheir  cliiklrm  Aon  Iwina  takrv  fnmi  ihcm.  ]tnt  in  the 
tiaie  of  her  third  Iviaj^n,  evorv  hnilv  Hi-nn-d  lo  have  funnil  ithni  linil  baji- 
peaed  In  the  fital  aial  uruad,  ami  ini  a  nnlie  in  Ihc  rniile-lKaM-,  rsm  lail  to 


jr,wbDit1ay*d  in  Ihe  iHime.  nnr  was  ihc  dvlainof  ihnHisb 

rare  or  wnatof  ebrioiily,  bnl'hy  Ike  IkhhU  of  nhn-p.  hnviiifc  drank  a  liltlo  Im 
pleaiirully  Ike  preecdiaj^  day.  Th>:  miHher,  who  wo*  limiul  nwahr,  luw  la-r 
ehiM  liftod  oul  ol*  ihn  bed,  and  carrinl  rnit  at  ihe  rhauilier.  ihouRli  she  could 
Dot  tee  any  penon  Innehili  m  which  iho  cried  nni  «<  kaid  nt  ihe  roiihl, 
Nune,nurie!  my  rhikl,  aiy chibl  i«  Inkea  awav  1  hul Ihc  iild wnmnn  wm  nio 
fnit  to  be  awakeunl  by  ibe  aaiw  ahe  nuiile.  aiitl  thi!  infiint  wa<  inrlrirvahlir 

Err.     When  her  kmlMnil,  and  Ihme  wbn  hail  arrnuijinnirdhira,  reinninil 
vShiihI  her  wrinpiuc  bur  handn.  and  ullcrine  the  taiDii  |iiiei«»  laBieniiiiinn* 
far  iJie  >«■  of  her  child  <  on  wliich,  raid  Iho  hiiiband.  linking  into  the  l<i''l, 
'    luiiot  you  moihrt  ehilil  lie*  by  voiil  Onwhiebiilielum- 
■liihl.  lint  Eir  ililti'rviii  fhHn  her  own.  wh« 


HhiNshhe 

,      ,  wcH-feal 
I  of  it.  wat  a  poor,  lean.  wiilH'n'il.  ilr 

30     vol..  r. 


350  HOTEB  TO  PETEUL  0*  THB  VI 

olioKLibi-f  «.  lb.'  I,  ,r:  Tlii>  crcauira  lived  vilbllmMU  ik  ^SnTim 
j'eBTi,  msllohi.  Li  i,„icr  iivaiiioiliiBgcarcplmfrwbeALaMiainBaa 
lo  void  aovuihrr  -'.ririocuMhui  truer.  IlaeUcr  ipakc,  M>  nriitfd 
orn,  but  sccini'il  rii>:rviiie  ii>  every  Jmnl, Gka  ifaa  cbugrfail^rtM 


BcMsIuUicI'mji,  Ibl  niiei 

■ullrr  bcr  lo  per,*  niiv  t'^inlicr. 

ud  acconliiiglj  Liiilbuld  oT  bcr)  bulooCH „ 

unulii  lei  her  binw  ;  wbirh  ilwy  rcltuiDS,  ibcre  e      _  „ 
pcnon  whn  took  li<  r  ^n  rongfal  bntdy  ut  her  ilelcaM.  -V 

thenihcn,  ihalio  It-  ivvengcS  on  bcr  &>r  being  ibe  eiMi^ Jl 
tbenneiHsJ  her    .■.;■'  '     ■     "--"^ "- 

ing  tiial  liBif  b« 

Bxiuuluii,  aod  ahc  cnuJucliiij  iheip  lo  ibc  »f»l,  llic  link  ■aUnaMa 
Bpae,  bui  bad  kd  behind  llwia  prmifa  (u  Ibe  gnod  weikBu  uid)  datataM 
ipri  livl  iDrorme  J  Ihcm  wei  imc,  Ibr  then  wu  a  gmu  tiesi  uT  hi  mi  I  Mw 
wen  oa  the  Moncf.    lliis  did  ihc  aver  wilfa  all  Ihe  Hle^BW  inanrth 

"  AiKrtbot  WD«ait,cc|Dall;«ipenlitiau  aad  bacHUai  Ih*  fenw.HHa^ 
dial  bdiif:  great  iiiih  cUkl,  aDiI  cipeeliiy  entjr  BoaMat'tlM  RSM  Im^  ■ 

ihi  liij  ■    III ighl  ill  hir  liiil  iliiinirmriii  iii  liftlil  lilllii  BiBiat^ 

iiiiu  her  ehunbcr.  nuc  of  u  Linm  bad  an  inbiil  in  bei  aim  ;  Iber  wen  UHwd 
hv  a  man  o(  ilw  umc  liu  wilb  Ihenuclvn,  but  ia  die  babH  of  a  bUnk 
(iuu  i>ribein  wciil  lo  (be  u.-ul,  and  finding  no  mler  is  H,  ericd  vol  M  Iki  «t 
c»,  wha(  mual  tlief  do  lo  rhritleu  the  chlB  1  Ob  wbich  the;  itaSid-klkaM 
lie  ibine  in  beer.  Willi  Ibal  llio  (ecaijug  par*an  look  (be  chtd  iu  MHB^ 
awl  pcrfiHuied  (he  cercoiunv  of  baptiun,  dipping  bii  baud  aKo  ■  ncM  i* 
of  >»iaa(  beer,  which  the  wnnan  had  browed  IM  day  liiilinc  to  M  Madf 
fiu  bcr  IviDS-in.  Sbe  loM  au  dial  Ihry  baptwd  Iba  uifant  by  Ite  HHf  •■ 
Joan,  wliicli  made  bcr  kanw  ibe  wai  pirgnant  of  a  giri,  aa  i>  paand  afai 
ilaya  alto,  wbra  abc  mrai  drlivend.  She  added  al»,  that  il  wa*  coaaa  to 
ihe  Ibirici  (n  mate  a  niork  ebiixening  when  lay  penon  wan  near  bv  lar. 
and  ihul  aceonling  (o  whal  cliild,  mahi  oc  luDiah:,  (bey  btinighl,  wch  ^iM 
Ibr  womnn  btiuf  tnlo  llic  world. 

"  llui  I  caaiKM  zivn  uiir  Aiii  M^er(  nithoui  Dienlioninr  wbal  Ihej  mff 
bclrll  a  young  nilor,  who,  eoniing  00"  a  king;  vnyagr,  ibaugh  it  waa  laM  il 
ni^it,  fbnui  (i>  laud  ralher  Ibaa  he  anaihcr  niihi  in  (he  vnol :  b^^  pir- 
iiiKlol  (u  dii  lo,  he  wa*  lel  na  dwre  a)  UnU|;1>i.  Il  liappeiiedla  baafw 
BioDotijfiil  uigbl,  ami  vvrv  dry,  Iw^iig  a  iniall  ttoil;  he  ilieielbre  roibonaeiif 
bio  anv  boibu  ii>  refiif  h'  hinuelf,  Iwt  math:  Ibe  bcai  nf  bii  wav  lo  Ihe  Eg«M 
ofawnier  be  hnd  al  Kirb-Jlvrlneh.  As  he  wiu  gulni;  owr  a  pnltj  hiib 
tnouoinhi,  he  luuiil  Ihe  nuiie  ul'  bonH.-*,  the  IhiUdw  of  a  bualuaeo,  aad  IH 
fineil  bom  ia  the  wurM.  He  was  n  liuw  Mir|>rt*ed  Ibat  aov  body  pmael 
IfauH  Linda  at  tfvOii  iH  the  uigbl,  but  be  bad  ml  line  liir  nmeli  relceibia  h*- 
Cxc  Ibev  all  jiaiwcd  bv  Uin,  hi  near,  lliat  he  wan  able  to  empl  whal  snabtf 
there  WW  oT  ibcui,  wbieh.  br  raiil,  wiw  ihirtrra,  and  Ibat  dwy  were  afl  il«—* 
u  STcrn,  nnd  nltandv  mouutt^.  lie  wiuio  well  plraaedwidiihcn|h.tM 
bv  n-unht  glaiuy  bai-c  Iblluwcd,  could  be  baio  kcpl  pace  with  Ibeai :  be  cMMd 
■lie  fiwhrav,  however,  llui  be  wSeIiI  mo  thnn  again,  n-bieb  he  did  nen  Ah 
ourr,  Bitd  lual  nol  Ihc  liuiiwl  at  Ibe  bnru  ibr  wiaic  wilci.  At  Ipagik,  baiig 
arrived  Bl  bin  «>trr'i,  he  kill  her  ibc  ttorv.  wfan  preKollv  Happed  her  haaA 
r«  jot  Ibal  lie  W.11  emne  iHHnc  tute ;  Rv.  Mid  ilie.  Ibow  yon  naw  wen  Una. 
nail 'lit  well  Ibri  diil  mil  Uike  viiu  uwav  wlib  Ibein.  There 
tbcm  hut  ibat  ifHiv  bunliii  jt  are  Irwi 


and  ibal  llna  KnE 


irores  to  peterii.  ot  the  mx. 


nl  Journey*. 

■■  At  my  fint  eonriiiK  into  the  uhnd,  uil  hnrinc  thcso  inrt  orntoiiei,  lim- 
pMIrd  Ae  nviig-ci^dU  tolbcnnwrdy  lo  ihr  ftlmiSicity  afiho  poor  crcntuivt 
vbv  rvlalM  lk«B^  bdl  wustrangetjurpriiJefl  when  Iheartloiher  narnlii'ei 
■f  |U(  Uwl,  •ad  ahofMhei'  ■■  anunl.  ■Imtnl  by  mea  who  punnl  lur  per- 
naa  af  aoaBd  Jnl^nmit.  Amcnig  Ihii  uuinbcr,  wu  a  jivnileman,  my  near 
■ngHbnarr  *b>  afllraad  vith  (he  bum  tolemn  amievcraiinns,  ihntbciagarm; 
npiwiaa,  ami  tmHi^f  aveiM  to  the  btlitff  ilial  anr  luch  belnn  were  pLrmiiied 
favrwderferlkeinqHavinlalrdoribemike  had  ttea  ni  [nat  coiiviiirHL  by 
■TacTcnl  little  fleurc*  iriaying:  and  leBpiiif  over  some  aiuiKi 
M  ■  ftw  yard*'  diitance  he  imnf^nrd  witk  leboai-boyt,  nnd 
M  cane  near  raoaeh,  lo  rtnriiiiaad  Tar  bcinr  abaoai  Trom 
.__      .  I  IhM  tiias  of  Ifae  (hij,  it  bcio;  tbea,  be  laidilwiiFeen  Ibree 

■adbornf  the  dncki  bat  whoa  be  approarlied,  ai  nor  at  be  could  pjcH, 

~^'-^'—  — ' ■'- ']  iniBoiKaiely  diiappeired,  thnogh  he  bad  never 

the  finlnoaeol  be  beheld  them  I  unr  »ai  Iheie 

d  before,  broad  day. 
e,  which  mirhi  terve  in  Mrcnjgtlien  Ihc  erf  dil  of  Ihe  other, 
frmn  who  liad  ibe  rcputaiion  of  Ihe  uiiroai  inicEHif. 
imiu  of  diipming  of  a  Aoth:  he  bud  ai  ibai  lime  au  great 
m  <(ir,aBilHi1ia(  him  to  marks)  Ibr  ihsipurpow,  wai  ■Fcoiwd,  in  jiaso 
■^  v>ir  Iha  DHxiBtaiai.  hy  a  liiiJe  maa  in  ■  plwn  dn^ai,  who  aibed  bim  tf  h« 
««iM  adl  hit  hone,  'na  ibe  dgiirn  [  am  nine  on,  re)ilied  ibe  penon  who 
IM  ne  Ihe  Morjr.  On  which  Iho  other  deiind  la  know  tin  pnce.  Eight 
paaMMb,  Mid  he.  No,  rewmed  th6  parehaaor,  I  will  |pT0  no  more  than  tcreii ; 
«tM  if  no  wiU  take,  hcra  n  jma  money.  The  owner,  Ihinkiog  he  hod  bid 
fttltj  far,  (fMad  wiA  liua ;  uhI  the  mneey  lieinz  told  out,  the  one  diamonnl- 
•d,  Mrf  (h*  other  got  no  the  b«k  of  the  lione,  wliiph  he  had  bo  looncr  dow, 
IMM  bMb  hMM  Md  rider  (onk  inia  Ihe  earth  immedialely,  hwviag  Ibe  pcnon 
«ha  had  Bade  Ihe  bargwa  in  Ibe  ninwit  leimr  and^cDDalerooliM.  Aa  aooa 
Mkshada  little  recovered  birnwir,  he  wenidirecily  in  ilwniraflB  of  the  pnr- 


w  bad  B»da  a  fair  harsaiq.  and  no  w 
" It,  the  buyer,  he  a« 


WaafUtoMi 
lcplM,lbUw 

nl,  it  eoitld  hnvb  onv  powor  ovaf  him.  O 
>U  istiaded,  and  iKKBins  alterward  ba[)[>en 
miw  ihi*  aOhir. 

'leyman,  nod 
lUi  iilaad. 


^.  ., .-_ ,.  ,_     .  ovBjhim.    Onilili 

waal  haaa  wtril  istiaded,  and  iKKBins  alterward  ba[)[>ennl  li 
diwiiM  eMewniaf  lhi«  aOhir. 

•Mofmareaaactiiy  than  ibe  ifenorBlily  ofhia  fiioctiao  in  ifiaiaiaHd,  ll'wai 
fern  eufUM)  lo  pan  umn  hauri  even  eveiiiiif  in  a  fickl  near  liia  houie,  iKlu|r- 
iaf  nadilBtioii,  aod  enllinr  bitniolr  lo  an  aeeouiil  for  Ihe  Iraiuukrliooa  of  Iha 
paM  day.  Aa  he  wan  in  iliia  pinee  oao  a^i,  more  than  onfiiHuily  wnpt  in 
ceMnapiation,  hi  wamlcred,  wiilnut  iliuikiag;  where  bo  waa,  a  Tflaairieratilo 
wmy  Hither  ihan  it  waa  uaual  Ibr  hbn  lo  ilo )  and,  ai  be  laid  ino,  be  knew  not 
bow  bribe  deep  lauajnsbcwna  in  miftlil  have  raitiod  him.  if  it  bnd  noi  l>e«i 
Mddenly  laiecRiptoii  dv  a  uoiu.  whivh,  ■■  Gral,  hi-  link  to  ho  Ibf  dJMBHl  bel- 
lowinr  of  a  hull  I  hui  aa  he  liueni^  morn  h«Hllii1ly  In  h,  Ibiuul  Ihcrowaa 
•omeUinK  marv  irrrililo  in  (he  MUiud  iltiiu  nmbl  pmeood  mm  that  rnmiiiir. 
He  coofcuod  ui  me,  il<ai  hu  woi  no  li>ti  nnMiriilixt  dien  winiciMMl.  Mpveially 
whcD  the  BoiM  camiiii'  >llll  noarer.  Im  imni^iiiKl,  wlmlnvoi  il  wnt  ihnL  it  pro- 
ceeded fioa,  il  BiiHt  iHua  liiiii.     Il«  ]■»•!,  Ixivi^'ir.  )>n<»'iini ni«U|>b  of  iiiind  - 

to  plMohinicL'' Willi  UtLiiick  loobcdjji'.wlieii.'halvll  uu  liii  kuevi,  aiul  he- 
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ruk  lo  my  to  God  with  oU  tlM  yehfeaea  ao  d 

He  lian  noi  been  looj^  iu  that  poiiikNi,befofB  be  bahiH  jeaaaaiiig  ■*»*"{ 


of  a  hull,  but  infinitely'  larger  tlian  e%*er  be  bad  aeea  is  _ 
Man,  where  the  cattle  aro  very  tmaJl  yi  geeeial.  Tbe  cyin»  he  nii^aH 
to  niiooi  forth  flaroos,  aiid  the  ninnuq^  of  il  waa  witb  aiidb  a  fiac^fltt  ii 
gnmod  shook  uodor  it  as  an  earthqaake.  Il  BHide  (firadly  laMfiaMi 
coUace,  aod  thereaAcr  moat  horribly  dinppeared.  The  mmam  bMfJM* 
the  fiill,  aad  fhiaioi^  iu  ber  utmost  splendour,  all  ibeaa  pMaagerviMnMi 


to  our  amaxcd  divioe,  who,  having  Doiflbed  his  ^acvdataoa,  and 

to  (lod  for  Itis  jtreservalioii,  went  to  the  coUaj^,  the 

t^d  him,  was  that 

a  censure  which  mishi 

ing  tbe  character  of  i 

•pi  to  imacine  this  terrible  apparitioB 

**  A  mighty  bustle  they  also  nnJce  of  aa  apparitioH,  wbirb,  they  «yj 
Casilo  Russm,  in  the  fiwrm  of  a  woawn,  who  was  ' 

for  tbe 
confined 


monieutdeacL  Tbe  good  old  g>rtleiB»  ana  laaihtip 
lishibejiidcedanumsaritableoaes  but  the  daeaMdlli^ 
of  a  very  iu  liver,  most  people  who  baasd  Iba  aM^^^M 
s  terrible  apparitioa  eaaio  to  aliead  bis  teal  MaaaaMb 


gentleman^  ^. 

great  opinion,  lie  iciXid  me,  that  bappnuag  to  be  abtoad  lato'eaa  w^^ 
caichea  in  aa  excessive  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  be  saw  s  waaaa  Mai 
fotre  the  castle  gate,  where,  being  not  tbe  least  shelter,  b  aoMCibag  aaqpMl 
him  that  any  body,  much  lei>s  one  of  thai  sex,  should  aoi  rather  ■■■  la  ail 
little  porchj  or  shed,  of  which  there  are  several  in  Caaile  Toivb,  ihaaclBM 
to  stand  stdl,  exposed  aqd  alone,  to  soch  a  dreadfid  lempeal.  Hia  «  --^ 
exciting  him  to  oraw  nearer,  that  be  might  discover  who  H  waa  Ibai 
so  liulo  lo  regard  the  fury  of  the  eJemeaU,  he  percei%'ed  rbe  rglwlad  ai 
approach,  aikl  at  last,  he  iboueht,  weut  into  tbe  Castle,  tbongb  Ibr  galas i 
shut.  This  oblisiug  him  tu  think  he  had  seen  a  spirit,  seat  baa  hamt  i 
much  tenificd ;  but  iho  next  day,  relating  his  adveotore  to  sone  peoala* 
lived  in  the  Cattle,  ami  dotoribiug,  as  near  as  he  could,  the  .garb'  mm  na 
of  the  apparition,  tbt'y  UtUi  him  il  was  that  of  the  woman  abovenwlieaad,^! 
had  been  rrequeutly  i»(*cn,  by  the  soldiers  on  guard,  to  pasa  in  umI  eat  dT  i 
gates,  aa  well  as  to  walk  through  the  rooms,  though  there  wiu  no  vi  '^' 
to  outer.  Though  so  familiar  to  the  eye,  no  person  baa  yel,  bo 
the  courage  to  speak  to  il,  and,  as  they  say  a  spirit  has  no  power  to 
mind  witmiut  beiug  coidured  to  do  so  in  a  pn^ier  mamier,  Ibe  ra 
beinc  permitted  to  wanuer  is  unknown. 

"  Another  story  of  the  like  nature  I  Iiave  hoard  cooccming  aa 
which  has  freoueiiliy  been  scon  on  a  wild  common  near  Kirk  Jarasya  i 
toius,  which,  tlicy  sav,  asjiumes  tlie  Um|ie  of  a  wolf,  and  fills  Ibe  mr '  " 
terhblo  howliiig«.  Hut  having  niu  on  so  far  in  the  account  of  aa| 
appooronces,  1  cauiiol  forgtH  what  was  UiM  me  by  an  Engbsb  grnile— 8,1 
my  particuliir  friend.  He  wa*  ulniut  iiasviug  over  Ilmiglas  Bridge  bcfoia  il 
was  broken  doH-u,  but  tlie  tide  lN.Mug  high,  he  was  ottligiHl  to  take  ibe  river, 
having  an  excclleni  Itckne  under  liiiu.  awl  one  accnslometl  to  swim.  Afhi 
was  iu  ilie  uiidttie  tif  il,  iiu  lieunl,  or  imagined  hn  lieard,  tbe  fiaMt  sympbaaff 
1  will  not  say  m  the  world,  fur  nothing  liuniiui  evi^r  came  up  to  it.  Tbe  bona 
was  -uo  loss  seusittle  of  tho  hanmmy  dian  liimsetf,  and  kept  ia  an  inunovaUa 


posture  all  the  liine  it  Kisteti }  wliicTi,  ho  said,  coiikl  not  be  less 
(pmrters  of  nu  hour,  nccordini;  lo  the  most  exact  calculation  be  could  ■aha. 
when  ho  arrived  at  the  end  of  hia  liuhi  ioumev,  aajl  feuftd  bow  loag[  ba  bad 
been  coming.  He,  wlio  before  laughod  at  alithaiaJories  told  of  foinca,  aasr 
(leoamc  a  convert,  and  believed  as  much  as  ever  a  Mauxsm&a  of  tbaa  al. 
As  to  circles  iu  ikio  grass,  ami  tlie  impression  of  amall  foci  among  the  anaw, 
1  caimoi  di*ny  but  Iliave  seen  thom  IrequeuUy,  and  oneo  thought  I  baaid a 
whistle,  as  though  in  .my  ear,  when  nobody  tlmi  could  wake  it  was  aeer  mm 
For  my  part,  I  slt^l  nut  |iretciid  to  detonniiie  if  snch  appeamncea  have  mj 
reality,  or  ore  only  the  efiect  of  the  imaginatfon  j  but  as  I  bad         ^  ^*' — 
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^ve  credit  to  them,  than  be  ctwvineed  bv  occular  demoasiratioa.  I  iball  leare 
powt  to  be  ditcuned  bv  thoee  who  have  made  it  more  their  fiud j.  aoU 


mJlf  mjf  that  whatever  b^ief  we  ought  to  give  to  soaac  areooBia  nt  ihu  kind, 
Ikmm  an  othan,  aad  those  moch  more  muaenmt,  wUcfa  aient  oal  j  to  be 
iHi^ad  at  h  not  being  at  aH  coMooaai  to  reasoo,  or  the  idea  idigiua  gives 
■i#f  the  fiJIea  aagela,  to  Mppoie  iiMrits,  lo  eminent  ia  wikUnb  aad  kaowl- 
•%■,  aa  lo  be  exceeded  by  nothing  but  their  Creator,  draohl  visii  the  eanh 
fttMehlrifiagpurpMea  as  to  throw  bottles  aadj^laises  about  a  room,  and  a 
IkaHBBd  other  aa  ndiculoiis  gambols  meatiooed  m  iboae  mhimianas  tieaiisca 
«f  apiiariti^ips. 

>  **  iW  aatives  of  this  island  tell  you  also,  that  before  anv  nerson  dies,  the 
mmecssioB  of  the  faacral  is  acted  by  a  sort  of  beings,  whicfi  for  that  end  icn- 
•ar  Ihuaiiclrri  visible.  I  know  several  that  have  oAefcd  to  make  oath,  that 
Ihej  have  been  passing  the  rnad,  one  of  these  limerals  has  come  behind 
I,  and  even  laid  the  bier  on  their  shoulders.,  as  though  to  amtst  the  beaiers. 
pertoa,  who  aMorcd  mc  he  had  been  served  so,  tuJd  am  that  the  flesh  of 
Ua  nminlder  Imd  been  very  much  bruised,  and  was  Uack  tot  many  weeks 
■Iter.  There  an  lew  or  none  of  them  who  pretend  not  to  bai-e  seen  or  heard 
iheae  imaginary  obsequies,  (for  I  must  not  omit  that  they  sine  psalms  in  the 
nae  maanfr  as  those  do  who  accompany  the  coipse  of  a'dead  fnoad.)  which 
••  BUle  diier  from  real  ones,  that  they  aie  not  lo  be  known  till  both  coffin  and 
■oiifem  are  seen  lo  vnuish  at  the  church  doors.  l*hese  they  take  to  be  a 
■on  of  fiiandly  demons,  aad  their  Inuiness,  they  say.  is  to  warn  people  oi 
"■hal  is  lo  befiul  them ;  accordingly,  they  give  doiice  of  anv  stranger's  ap- 
pPMch,  hj  the  trampling  of  horses  at  the'gate  of  the  house  where  they  are  to 
■ffffivs.  As  difficult  as  1  found  it  lo  bring  myself  to  give  any  dith  to  this,  I 
hsffia  frwpently  been  very  amch  xarprised,  when,  on  visiting  a  friend.  I  have 
fcaad  Ibe  laUe  rrady  sfMread,  and  every  thing  in  order  to  receive  me,  and 
becai  told  by  the  pcrstm  to  whom  I  went,  that  be  Imd  knowledge  of  my  rom- 
fav,  or  acme  other  guest,  by  these  good-natured  intitlligencers  ;  nay,  when 
mwadUi  be  absent  some  time  from  hoim*,  my  uwa  servants  have  assured 
■fee  tney  were  informed  by  these  .means  of  my  return,  and  expected  loe  the 


i  will  gait  the  sul^ect,  and  proceed  to  chioes  nuicb  easier  to  be 
ir."^WAl.DRf>a's  Dftcrifhon  of  the  ImU  of  Mum,  folio,  1731 ,  p. 


be  ac- 
\-Z5. 

long  qp)tation  is  eztremelv  curiouH,  as  containing  an  account  of  thofto 

vcfT  aaperstitwas  ia  the  Isle  of  Man.  which  arc  frequently  collected  both  in 
UAmA  ukI  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotlaml,  and  which  have  emplovcd  the  at- 
iMlioB  of  Mr.  Craftoa  Croker,  and  of  the  autlior  of  the  Fairy  Mythology. 
The  Bunerslitioos  are  ia  ever)-  respect  so  liku  each  <»thcr,  that  they  may  be 
iifciiiiu  lo  one  common  source ;  unless  wc  conclude  thai  they  are  aaturiU  lo 
tta  hoaMUi  miad,  and^  like  the  common  orders  of  vegetables,  which  naturally 
ipriMf  Bp  in  every  climate,  these  naturally  arise  in  every  bosom ;  as  the  best 
jliilolocials  are  of  opinion,  that  fragments  of  an  original  speech  are  lo  be  dis- 
cofW^d  u  alaiost  all  languages  in  tlie  globe. 

fl.    Page  S51.    The  reader  cannot  have  ibrgolten  ihat  the  Eai\  of  Derby 
head  of  the  great  house  of  Stanley. 

^  Pace  S66.  Tins  curious  legend,  and  many  others,  in  which  the  Isle  of 
Is  penians  richer  than  even  Ireland,  Wales  or  llie  lliglilands  of  Scot- 
land, iriH  be  KMUid  in  Note  19,  of  this  volume. 

SSw    Page  STi.    An  instance  of  such  a  sale  of  aa  unforumaia  dancing  giri 
peiUMiad  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
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-  tank  Jamarr,  1687.^.4KcmI,  the 
•nd  bis  ladjy  lor  stealing  awaj  from  Um  %  liule  jpH  caHcd  3Vl 
«<e,  that  daoccd  upou  a  sia^,  and  be  eWnapd  danMunt,  mil  pm 
Ifaet,  by  m-hicb  be  bouctit  ber  from  ber  nolher  ibr  tfiirty  paaadi  ScalLai 
lOi, steriin;].  But  we  bave  no  slaves  ■■  ScollaML"  cwtew  ihslW 
reporter,  **  and  motben  cannot  sell  their  bairns :  and  ph^aieiBBi  aaHll 
tbe  emplojrment  of  tumbling  weald  kil^  ber,  and  her  jmaia  wcr  bbwi 
stiff,  and  sbe  declined  to  reinra,  tboogh  she  was  at  least  aa  appnMiB 
cooid  not  ran  awajr  frani  ber  master.  Yet  sois  qnolad  Mescal  LwTi  i 
a  servant  shelter  bimtelf  wiih  tbec,  aninst  bis  master's  rmekj^  Ihsa  4A 
sorely  not  ddiver  him  np.  The  Laf&p  rtmittde  tmrntaUmrio,  ossaBBii  ^& 
acooittcd]  Harden/V-FooHTAiH hall's  Deeimmu,  vol.  i.  n.  441. 

A  man  may  entertain  some  vanity  in  being  co— acted  wiUi  a  pamasf  4i 
canse  c»f  humanity ;  so  the  anthor  hmt  be  pardoned  BsentioHnr.  AMtod» 
fives  bis  own  direct  descent  from  tbe  father  c»f  ihb  cbampioa  mmmttkfm 
the  moamebaak  apparently  knew  well  how  to  set  the  sub  of  Uii 


hrierest  to  whatever  iHnd  'proved  most  likely  to  ton  theoi.    Ua  MM  wtJ§ 
avail  himself  of  Kinr  James's  race  for  tiw  i 


rage  for  the  conveisioa  of 
soMect  Foantainhall  "has  this  sareastic  memonndnm  ^ 

''^Reid  the  moontcbank  is  received  into  the  Popish  chwd^  andaMsm 
blackamoors  was  persoaded  to  accept  of  baptism  Inmi  thePepislipilrtM* 
lo  tarn  Cbiistiaa  Papist,  which  was  a  great  trophy.  He  was  clirisMBBd  Jiaa 
after  the  King,  and  Cbaaccllor,  awl  the  Apostle  James  i"— Atf.  p^ML 


.Si. 
ned  OD 

given 

power  of  coloaring.  '*  He  was  now  in  hb  trine  czaltatioa,  his  plot  — — 
ibrce,  eflimcy,  and  virtue ;  he  walked  about  with  his  guards  fassigasd  fa 
fear  of  the  Papists  murdering  him.]  He  had  lodgings  in  H'hileUI,  mi 
L.liOO  per  annum  pension :  And  no  wonder,  after  he  ud  the  impmi^BSSls 


self,  the  Saviour  of  the  nation ;  whoever  be  pointed  at,  was  takes  >pMj 
committed :  so  that  many  people  got  out  of  hisway,  as  frona  a  blasts  aMjdsd 
they  could  prove  th^ir  two  last  years*  conversation.  Tbe  vm breath oiHi 
was  pestilential,  and,  if  it  brought  not  imprisonment,  or  deain,  over  sack  sa 
whom  it  fcll.  it  surely  poisoned  reputation^  and  left  good  Protestaals  aiii^ 
PafNsts,  and  something  worse  than  that— in  danger  w  being  pat  in  ^^fj^ 
as  traitors.  Upon  bis  examination  befi>re  the  Commons,  the  LaniCMf 
Justice  Scroggs  was  sent  for  to  the  House,  and  there  signed  warrants  for  Iht 
imprisonment  of  five  Roman  Catholic  peers,  upon  which  they  were  hid  spja 
the  Tower.  Hie  votes  of  the  Houses  seemed  to  confirm  the  whole.  A  '~ 
form  of  prayer  was  drsired  upon  the  subject  of  the  plot,  and  when  * 
prepared,  it  was  fonnd  faulty,  because  tbe  PapisU  were  not  named  as 
of  It :  God  surely  knew  wHetbcr  it  were  so  or  not :  however,  it  was  yiekM 
to,  that  omniscience  mif  ht  not  want  information.  The  Queen  hersaf  wai 
accused  at  the  Commons'  bar.  The  city,  for  foar  of  the  Papists,  not  np  Uair 
posts  and  chains :  and  the  chambcriain,  Sir  Thomas  Player,  ia  the  Conrt  m 
Aldermen,  gave  liis  reason  for  the  city's  using  that  caution,  which  was,  thai 
he  did  not  know  but  the  next  morning  they  might  all  rise  with  thair  Itaoali 
cot  The  trials,  convictions,  and  executions  of  the  priests,  Jesuits,  aad  ei^ 
crs,  were  had,  and  attended  with  vast  mob  and  noise.  Nothing  or^aaiysr 
moderate  was  to  be  heard  in  people's  communicaUon ;  hot  every  ddmia  aaa 
action  was  bigh-flown  and  tumultuous.  All  freedom  of  speech  was  t^A 
away :  and  not  to  believe  tbe  plot,  was  worse  than  being  TWk,  Jew,  or  iM- 
del.  For  this  fact  of  Godfrey's  murder,  the  three  poor  men  of  Ouuuicl 
house  were,  as  was  said,  convicted.  Tbe  most  pitiful  circiimstaBca  «w^ 
of  their  triad,  onder  the  popular  pngudice  against  them.    Tbe  Lord-Clii^ 
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c*  Sengp  uok  U  villi  Ik  tide,  ud  nntcd  far  Ike  plat,hewiarilinn 
^f7,  u  SanderiMC  kewed  (be  I'ark ;  wkich  wu  but  liula  popiUoo*  lo 
.  The  olher  Juogei  wnra  peuivR,  uid  neddled  liule,  ampl  hub* 
wan  Mkara  io  oIm  j  tad  paiticaluJj'  the  ipnd  Rceorder  Tnbjr,  who 
I  A*  Atunajr-Oeaenl,  fbt  be  Midcwi  uked  ■  quotkn,  bat  obs  miihi 
•  bo  bnttm  (be  aai<i«r.  Some  nuy  blune  Iba  (al  but)  pauiva 
fkar  of  Iha  jiu%n )  hut  raally,  euiiderin);  h  wu  imponible  to  iten 
li  cwraat,  (bo  aiipeariHg  to  do  it  io  Ytm  bad  been  mora  iiiipniGuUa, 
■oitbad  iiiSoincd.tbefROl  •Hdinoll  root,  drown  leuidol  tu  Ibtn- 
0,  aod  diiiBl>l«i  tbera  from  taking  in  vhn  oppnrtuail^  akould  be  more 
nblo.  Tbe  priioBen,  uudor  Uicm  hanUhipa,  liail  cnougfa  id  do  to  make 
Ubaeo  i  for  wkorc  tbe  leminany  wm  potiuve,  it  «u  conelujui'e  ;  lor  do 
ti^tHmjtntamymjU  wne  Uw  uini)  a  vaatx  bt  at  impeMiMH,  m 
I  •£  WbiM*er  (tMh  not  well  obeerve  the  pixrer  ot  Jiulginc,  may  think 
F  driap,  in  Ibe  come  of  juitiee,  very  ilrange.  ir  mie  lide  it  beid  to 
^MrMMa.udtbe  other  eluwed  prunrnptioiii  li>r  prooA,  any  euim  Bay 
■ricd.  la  ■  word,  aager,  policy,  inbumanily,  and  prijudice,  bad,  at 
BO,  a  ptaaMarir  ponenioa  of  tbe  imBdi  of  moil  men,  and  doUvyod  in 
AbI  coUcn  nu,  of  dmn^  ai  they  wanM  be  done  ualn." 


>  low  Ban,  of  aa  ill  cut,  very  ihorl  iieck,  and  hi*  viiago  tod  frauiro* 
Hoet  partifliiar,  Hii  mouin  wju  the  centre  ofhii  fare>  aad  acooipaM 
woold  tweeji  hii  nuw,  Inrbcod,  and  chin,  within  the  peiimcier.     Cait 

^■K  Dm  Daliinf.     In  a  wurd,  be  wai  a  mosi  coniuminaie  clicei,  litns- 

lor,  vieiDUi,  pcijiircd,  impadctit,  aud  laucy,  Ibul-mouih'd  wrcicb  -,  aiid 
il  Bol  Ibc  (he  truth  of  kiitory,  and  the  gnaX  cmoticnu  in  the  public  be 

io  canae  of,  not  El  (» tittle  deaerviag)  lo  be  remembered." 

Pace  199.    Tliere  ia  no  mnra  odioiu  Icature  of  tbia  deicalaiilc  pliit 
ibu  uw  Ainworn  wilncisca  by  w\Kne  oathii  lbs  ftaud  waa  nuiipoiieil, 

r  aueh  tiiloa  a*  the  luliowiug :  "  A  nnrralirc  and  imparliu  iliicovery  u? 
anid  Popiib  Plot,  carried  on  lor  burning  and  dcilrovinf  tbe  ciiin  uf 
kM  aad  Weitmimtrr,  with  dwir  luhnrba,  wliiii|t  forth  the  levpnil  <.-aan- 
xilert,  and  rcMiluiiniii  of  tkc  Jmuiis  eoncemiux  the  nmo,  by  (a  OEnon 
d  an  named),  lately  engaged  in  that  horrid  deiign,  and  one  of  the  Pupiih 
aiUM  inr  eairyinr  on  well  fire*." 

aByothcrperiodTit  would  huvc  npjieatcd  eqiuilly  uiijiut and  illegal  (<• 
■  IbO  nubtie  uiind  with  iltiff  af  ihii  kind,  behru  ilie  witncue*  ha^l  lundi- 
dopButiooa  in  nuBB  court.  Dot  in  Ihii  niomcnt  of  frenzy,  every  thing 
1  emild  coolirn  Die  ciiitcnre  of  Ihtmi!  aan!H.-l>!»  dcluiinni,  was  ca|[cr1y 
ad  to ;  aod  whatever  ucnwil  la  iuft-r  doubt  of  ilie  witui^siieii,  or  liesiiHiion 
uaiug  the  exiitence  uf  U»  pkit,  wui  a  atifliiif;,  itrangling.  or  uudcrvohiing 
locovaiy  of  Il>e  grand  conspiracy.  In  ibiHi,  ot  cii|ire>Kd  by  Urydvii, 
"  Twai  wona  than  ploUing  to  iinpect  the  plot." 

.  Pan  30Z.  It  will  be  ancrwnrJi  linind.  thai  in  ilic  wppofcd  Rjehatd 
Mae^  flrit  iolroiliired  inlo  Ihc  itnry  the  delenlable  Edward  Chrittian 


uaE  Evini  oualiticfl  ai  ilw  aulbor'i  loo  prolific 
.1,^..'     u.  I,  B  mere  -~-i"~  "T  •!-  !—..^... 
dignity  of 


■1  hai  ever  aitempleil  to  draw.     He  la  a  mere  creature  of  iJie  iniaffbia- 
aad  although  he  may  receive  tomt  iligniiy  of  characicr  from  hi)  talents, 


'  area  hi*  afrrrtion  for  bii  biolhcr,  and  rcsrnlmrnt  of  hii  detib.aro 
sded  on  vimJictive  frclingi  which  unuple  m  no  mcuM.  even  Ihe  fouleil, 
ntr  gratification.  The  iiihor  will  bo  readily  believed  »hi-n  he  omrnii, 
no  original  of  the  prevai  limca.  or  Ihnne  which  precpclcd  iliem.lint  eivcn 
alline  fiir  a  characict  w  wfioun.     Thi^  perwinagc  n  a  mere  fnncv  uiccc 

aiao,  who  actually  eiiiled  duiinj;  (hose  Iroublemme  limei,  was  brother 
iniam  Cbrirtian,  ihe  Dempiter,  and  died  in  pnion  in  ibc  lilc  of  Man. 
I  lUi  BoforluDate  genllemaD  the  chancier  in  tlic  novel  hai  not  (he  iliglit 


NOTBB  TO  FBTBBIL  Or  THB  VKME, 


lyMor  do  the  iDcklartt  of  iheirliveiHaBj  impart  amiL  1 
lyumlreod^  lUted,  an  Edward  ClirislMa  of  lhepcned,«rM«Wi 
Me  of  very  bad  thiugn,  since  be  wai  a  companioo  bmI  afltociale  of  Iht  f 
Tbomaa  Blood,  and  convicted  alonr  wiih  bm  of  a  coMpiracy  afinil  A 
ebrated  iXike  of  Buckingham.  Tb*  chandler  waa  probabljr  doi  mKk 
of  bit  nametako  in  the  ndvd,  at  least  the  feats  ascribed  to  bia  afeJlearf« 
a  SeceroUB  tiudiiM.  But  Mr.  Chrisiiaii  of  Uawlo,  if  tbete  eziHed  a  i^ 
bis  oame  during  that  period  of  general  curmpciwi,  bas  die  norc  rigblM 
bim  distingoisted  frooi  bis  unfortuuaic  relali%'e,  wbo  died  ■  piisoa  brfi 
period  flBcntioned. 


S7.    Page  307.    This  alludes  to  a  singular  casioin  of  the  ii 
Borlbem  coast  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  who  used  of  oM  to  eat  the  i 
fore  tkte^  wpp^d  tbe  broth,  ksst,  it  is  said,  tbej  sbooM  lie  deprived  of  Ai 
solMrtanual  part  of  the  meal,  if  they  waited  to  eat  it  at  the  sctrmd  ch 

Thej  account  for  this  anomaly  in  the  followinr  manner  i     fthnalAi 
mcncemrat  c»f  the  sixteenth  ceuiory,  the  Eari  of  Derbj,  beinf  a  tay ; 

a  fiirious  inroad,  with  aJTln  few 


cbiH^  fond  of  war  and  bcmour,  macw .w.^  ».«..«,  ^.•.  •»  ...  .—^ 

the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbrij^t,  and  commitled  great  ravines  nil  icai 
ed  in  Manx  song.  Mr.  Tram,  with  bis  nsual  kindness,  sent  me  the  M 
literal  translaiion  of  the  verses : 

**  Tbeie  came  Thomas  Deri>y,  bora  king. 

He  it  wts  wbo  wore  the  golden  crupper  j 
There  nras  not  one  Lord  in  wide  England  itsrif. 

With  so  many  vassals  as  he  bad. 

"  On  Srottishmen  he  a%'enged  himself ; 

lie  went  over  to  Kirkcudbri^t, 
And  tlierc  made  such  havoc  of  houses. 

That  some  are  uninhabitable  to  this  day. 

**  Was  not  that  fair  in  a  youth, 

To  avenge  himself  on' his  ft»e  while  be  was  so  young; 
Befero  bis  beard  had  grown  around  his  mouth, 

And  to  bring  home  his  men  in  safely  V* 

This  incurrion  of  the  Eari  with  the  golden  cropper  was  severely  les 
The  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  MacCulloch,  a  clan  then  and  now  pow 
Galloway,  had  at  their  licad,  at  the  time,  a  chief  of  courage  and  • 
named  Cutiar  MacCulloch.  He  was  an  excellent  seaman,  and  t{ 
equipped  a  predatory  flotilla,  with  which  he  made  repeated  oesccMi 
nortnem  shores  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  dominions  of  ihe  Eari  of  IM 
tying  off  all  that  was  not,  in  the  Bortler  phrase,  too  hot  or  too  beasi 

lie  MIowing  is  the  deposition  of  John  Macbariolic  concerning  IB 
he  had  suffered  by  this  sea-kin^  and  his  Galloway  men.  It  is  dated 
Castle.— >'  Taken  by  Collard  .ilacCulloch  and  his  men  by  virrongw 
tioa.  Twa  box  bcddes  and  aykiu  burdes,  i  c  lathe,  a  feder  bousler,  a 
Maiizie,  a  mete  burde,  tm-o  kyslis,  five  barrels,  a  gyle-fat,  xx  pipes,  Iwa 
three  bolls  of  malt,  a  queme  of  rosate  of  vi  staue,  certain  petes  (pel 
tending  to  i  c  load,  viii  boils  of  ihreschit  com,  xii  unthraschin,  aadnl  ki 
— CHALLKRSoif ,  p.  47,  edit.  Loudon,  1(153. 

This  active  rover  rendered  his  name  so  formidable,  that  the  custoas  « 
the  meat  before  ibc  broth  was  introduced  by  the  islanders  whoae  feni 
often  uiterrapted.  'I*bey  also  remembered  him  in  their  prayeia  m 
cesj  as, 

"  God  keep  the  house  and  all  within. 
From  Cut  MacCulloch  and  his  kin  y^ 

or,  as  I  have  heard  it  recited, 

**  God  keep  the  good  com.  and  the  sheep,  ami  the  bullock, 
From  Satan,  from  siu,and  from  Cuilar  MacCulloch." 
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It  U  Mid  lo  have  chanced,  m  the  master  of  the  iKWse  had  uttered  one  of 
Me  popular  beni^ons,  that  Cutlar  in  person  entered  the  habitation  with  this 
wply: 

"  Giideman,  gudeman,  ye  pray  loo  late, 
MacCutloch'v  ships  arc  at  tlie' Yaiie." 

Ik  Yinte  h  a  weU-kaown  landtne-place  on  'he  north  side  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 
TUi  ttdauhfied  eorsair  is,  1  beiie%'e.  now  represented  by  the  chief  of  the 
■Mtt,  JaoMt  MacCulkich,  Esq.  of  Ardwcli,  the  author's  friend  and  near  con- 


SL  PfefB  310.  The  nnibrtunate  Colman,  executed  for  the  Popish  Plot, 
^t^matlUrw  lo  the  lale  Duchess  of  York,  umI  had  been  a  corresDondent  of 
AsFViedk  King's  confessor,  Pere  la  Chaise.  Their  correspoeoence  was 
■ned,  ud  although  the  papers  contained  notliinc  to  confirm  the  monstrous 
teoM  ef  the  accusers,  yet  tbere  was  a  great  (leaito  show  that  he  and  other 
Miloii  Catholics  anxiously  sought  for  and  desired  to  find  (he  means  to  bring 
kick  Eiglaod  to  the  laith  of  Rome.    "  It  is  certain,"  says  Hume,  **  that  the 


MMIms  and  enterprising^  'PH^*  ^^  ^  Catholic  church,  particularly  of  the 
Mnits,  ■erits  attention,  ana  is  in  some  degree  dangerous  to  e%'ery  otoer  com- 


'^MOB.  Such  seal  of  prosclytism  actuates  that  sect,  thai  its  missionariei 
^*a  penetrated  into  every  region  of  the  globe,  and  iu  one  sense  there  is  a 
S>Ma  plot  eoalinually  carrying  on  against  all  states,  Protestant,  Pagan,  and 
Vttoaelaa."— i/iftory  of  Engiamd,  vol.  vii.,  p.7i,  ediu-1797. 

^'   Page  SI  1.    This  solemnity  is  especially  mentioned  b v  North.    "  The 

j^wd  was  prtidigious,  both  at  tiie  procession  and  iu  and  about  the  church, 

2*J^  9o  heated,  tut  any  things  callea  Papists,  were  it  a  cat  or  a  dog,  had  pro- 

S^y  ff*"*^  '*  pieces  in  a  moment.    Tlie  Catholics  ail  kept  close  in  their 

*^^*<es  ind  lodgings,  thinkin|r  it  a  good  compensation  lo  be  safe  there,  so  iar 

TJ^B  Ihey  firom  acting  violently  at  that  time.    But  there  was  all  that  which 

^■■«ld  aasoaif  the  common  peo'ple  an  artificial  frielit,  so  that  every  one  al* 

*|^^  fraeied  a  Popish  knife  just  at  his  thn>at ;  and  at  the  sermon,  l>eside  the 

P^^chsi,  two  thnmpinr  divines  Bto(»d  apright  in  the  pulpil,  lo  guard  him 

y*^*  heiBf  killed  while  ne  was  preachinr,  by  the  Papists.     I  did  not  see  (his 

7^|pti«,bul  was  credibly  told  by  some  that  affirmed  that  (hey  did  see  it,  and 

2,^*-  ^er  awt  with  an^  that  did  contradict  it.    A  most  portentous  spectacle, 

22?»  '^'^^  parsons  in  one  pulpit !     Enough  of  itself,  on  a  less  occasion,  to 

"•  tcnror  in  the  audience.    The  like,  I  guess,  was  never  seen  before,  and 

'  1y  will  never  be  seen  again ;  and  it  had  not  t>ecii  so  now,  as  is  most 

,  but  for  some  stratagem  founded  upon  the  impeiuosiiy  of  the  mob." 

sen,  p.  10L 

ly  be,  however,  remarked,  that  the  singular  circumstance  of  8ir  Ed- 
ary  Oodfrey,  the  Justice  before  wliom  i>ales  had  made  his  dcposidoii. 


^^  -«^  Ibaad  murdered,  was  the  incident  upon  which  most  nicii  relied  as  com- 
P^^T^nroof  of  the  existence  of  tlic  plot.  Am  he  was  hclievcd  (o  have  lost 
*^  ^vfe  by  the  Papisis,  for  having  taken  Oales's  dcjM>sition,  (he  panic  spread 
^'***  ineoaeetvable  rapiditv.  and  every  s|>ecies  or  horror  was  apptpbcnded 
r»?^<Bry  report,  the  more  absurd  tlic  bet(er,  eagerly  listenetl  (o  and  beliove<l. 
7^**^lMr  Ims  unfortunate  gentleman  lost  his  life  by  Papist  or  Protestant,  by 
r^^^te  enemies,  or  by  his  own  hand,  (for  he  was  a  low.spiriled  and  mclau- 
t)  ^>U  probably  never  be  discovered. 

-  Pag*  SIS.  Dnn  was  the  hangman  of  the  day  at  T^-bum.  He  was 
^^  -^ttor  of  Gregory  Bnindeu,  who  was  by  many  believed  to  be  the  same  who 
^'Pl^ped  the  axe  upon  Charles  I.,  though  others  were  suspected  of  being  the 
•^UlSregicido.     ^  5  15 
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CHAPTER  I. 

We  meet,  mi  men  iec  phflDEomi  in  •  dnUB, 
Which  glide,  and  iigfa,  and  a^,  mod  more  tbclr  Eps, 
But  make  no  mund  ;  or,  if  tbcj  otur  Toice, 
Tb  tnitB  low  and  uodistinguiibed  uowiua^, 
Wbirh  ha*  nor  v-urd  but  kob  tJ  uiier'd  Hind. 

lid,  at  llie  conclusion  of  the  last  chapter,  that  a 
>nn  appeared  at  the  door  of  Mouhrassie-Hall  ; 
,  tlie  well-known  accents  of  Alice  Bridgenortli 
ard  (o  liail  the  return  of  her  father,  from  what 
rally  dreaded  as  a  perilous  visit  to  the  Castle  of 
le. 

,  who  followed  his  conductor  with  a  throbbing 
1  the  lighted  hull,  was  therefore  prepared  to  see 
n  be  best  loved,  with  her  arms  thrown  around 
r.  The  instant  she  bad  quitted  liis  paternal  em- 
le  was  aware  of  the  unexpected  guest  who  bad 
in  bis  company.  A  deep  blush,  rapidly  suc- 
ly  deadly  paleness,  and  again  by  asligbtersuSu- 
wed  plainly  to  her  lover  that  his  sudden  appear- 
s  anything  but  indifferent  to  her.  He  bowed 
ly — a  courtesy  nliicli  she  returned  with  equal 
,  but  did  not  venture  to  approach  more  nearly, 
I  once  ilie  delicacy  of  his  own  siluniion  and  of 
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Alajor  Bridgenorth  turned  his  cdd,  fixed,  grej, 
cboly  glance,  first  on  the  one  of  them,  mod  then  m  lb 
other.  **  Some,"  he  said,  gravely,  **  would,  m  mfOMt 
have  avoided  this  meeting ;  but  1  have  confidence  k jQi 
both,  although  you  are  young,  and  beset  with  the  auni 
incidental  to  your  age.  There  are  those  witliio  vb 
should  not  know  that  ye  have  been  acqaaintad.  When- 
fore,  be  wise,  and  be  as  strangers  to  each  other.*' 

Julian  and  Alice  exchanged  glances  as  her  father  un- 
ed  from  them,  and,  lifting  a  lamp  which  stood  in  the  oh 
trance-hall,  led  the  way  to  the  interior  apartmenL  Tim 
was  little  of  consolation  in  this  exchange  of  looks ;  fv 
the  sadness  of  Alice's  glance  was  mingled  with  fear,  wi 
that  of  Julian  clouded  by  an  anxious  sense  of  doubt 
The  look  also  was  but  momentary  ;  for  Alice,  qwinpag 
to  her  father,  took  the  light  out  of  his  hand,  and,  steppipg 
before  him,  acted  as  the  usher  of  both  into  the  large  oalMB 
parlour,  which  has  been  already  mentioned  as  the  apart- 
roent  in  whicK  Bridgenorth  had  spent  the  hours  of  deje^ 
tion  which  followed  the  death  of  his  consort  and  Cunilj. 
It  was  now  lighted  up  as  for  the  reception  of  coimpaoy ; 
and  five  or  rix  persons  sat  in  it,  in  the  plain,  black,  sdff 
dress,  which  was  afiTected  by  the  formal  Puritans  of  ti» 
time,  in  evidence  of  their  contempt  of  the  manners  of 
the  luxurious  court  of  Charles  the  Second  ;  iflM"^ 
whom,  excess  of  extravagance  in  apparel,  like  exo^  of 
every  other  kind,  was  highly  fashionable. 

Julian  at  first  glanced  his  eyes  but  slightly  along  die 
range  of  grave  and  severe  faces  which  composed  thii 
^society — men,  sincere  perhaps  in  their  pretensioos  to  a 
superior  purity  of  conduct  and  morals,  but  in  whom  that 
high  praise  was  somewhat  chastened  by  an  afiTected  auster- 
ity in  dress  and  manners,  allied  to  those  Pharisees  of  oM, 
who  made  broad  their  phylacteries,  and  would  be  seen  of 
men  to  fast,  and  to  discharge  witli  rigid  punctuality  the 
observances  of  the  law.  Their  dress  was  almost  uniform- 
ly a  black  cloak  and  doublet,  cut  straight  and  close,  and 
undecorated  with  lace  or  embroidery  of  any  kind,  black 
Flemish  breeches  and  hose,  square-toed  shoes,  with  largo 
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roses  made  of  serge  ribbon.      Two  or  three  had  huge 
loose  boots  of  calf-leather,  and  almost  every  one  was  be- 
girt with  a  long  rapier,  which  was  suspended  by  leathern 
thongs,  to  a  plain  belt  of  buff,  or  of  black  leather.     One 
«or  two  of  the  elder  guests,  whose  hair  had  been  tfaiDoed 
hj  time,  had  their  heads  covered  with  a  skull-cap  of 
bhck  Nik  or  velvet,  which,  being  drawn  down  betwixt  the. 
ears  and  the  skull,  and  permitting  no  hair  to  escape,  oc- 
eanoned  the  former  to  project  in  the  ungraceful  manner 
which  may  be  remarked  in  old  pictures,  and  which  pro- 
eured  for  the  Puritans  the  term  of  '*  prick-eared  round- 
heads," so  unceremoniously  applied  to  them  by  their  cod- 
temporaries. 

These  worthies  were  ranged  against  the  wall,  each  in 
his  ancient,  high-backed,  long-legged  chair ;  neither  look- 
mg  towards,  nor  apparently  discoursing  with  each  other ; 
but  plunged  in  their  own  reflections,  or  awaiting,  like  an 
assembly  of  quakers,  the  quickening  power  of  divine  b- 
spiratioo. 

Major  Bridgenorth  glided  along  this  formal  society  with 
noiseless  step,  and  a  composed  severity  of  manner,  re- 
sembling their  own.  He  paused  before  each  in  success 
aon,  and  apparently  communicated,  as  he  passed,  the 
transactions  of  the  evening,  and  the  circumstances  under 
le  heir  of  Martindale  Castle  was  now  a  guest  at 
sie-Hall.  Each  seemed  to  stir  at  his  brief  de- 
a  range  of  statues  in  an  enchanted  hall,  starting 
into  something  like  life,  as  a  talisman  is  applied  to  them 
successively.  Most  of  them,  as  they  heard  the  narrative 
of  their  host,  cast  upon  Julian  a  look  of  curiosity,  blend- 
ed with  haughty  scorn  and  the  consciousness  of  spiritual 
superiority;  tliough,  in  one  or  two  instances,  the  milder 
influences  of  compassion  were  sufficiently  visible. — Pev- 
cril  would  have  undergone  this  gauntlet  of  eyes  with 
more  impatience,  had  not  his  own  been  for  the  time  en- 
f^aged  in  following  the  motions  of  Alice,  who  glided 
tiirongh  the  apartment  ;  and  only  speaking  very  briefly, 
and  in  whispers,  to  one  or  two  of  the  company  who  ad- 
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dressed  her,  took  her  place  beside  a  tidyh-hooded  cH 
lady,  the  only  female  of  the  party,  and  addressed  bernl 
to  her  in  such  earnest  coDversation,  as  might  dispsaa 
with  her  raising  her  head,  or  looking  at  any  otheo  ■  is 
company.  / 

Her  father  put  a  question,  to  Which  she  was  ob^edls 
retum  an  answer — **  Where  was  Mistress  Debbitch  r 

*^  She  had  gone  out,"  Alice  replied,  "  eariv  after  sai* 
set,  to  visit  some  old  acquaintances  in  the  nei^iboiiriiood, 
and  she  was  not  yet  returned." 

Major  Bridgenorth  made  a  gesture  indicative  of  din 
pleasure  ;  and,  not  content  with  that,  expressed  Us  da* 
termined  resolution  that  Dame  Deborah  siiould  no  knar 
remain  a  member  of  his  family,  "  I  will  have  those,"  be 
said  aloud,  and  without  regarding  the  presence  of  Ins 
guests,  "  and  those  only  around  me,  who  know  to  keep 
within  the  sober  and  modest  bounds  of  a  Christian  iainiif* 
Who  pretends  to  more  freedom,  must  go  out  from  amons 
us,  as  not  being  of  us." 

A  deep  and  emphatic  humming  noise,  which  was  tl 
that  time  the  mode  in  which  the  Puritans  signified  their 
applause,  as  well  of  the  doctrines  expressed  by  a  lavoiii^ 
ite  divine  in  the  pulpit,  as  of  those  delivered  in  privats 
society,  ratified  the   approbation  of  the   assessors,  aad 
seetped  to  secure  the  dismission  of  the  unfortuni 
emante,  who  stood  thus  detected  of  having  stray! 
of  bounds.     Even  Peveril,  although  he  had  rea| 
siderable  advantages,  in  his  early  acquaintance  with  Alice, 
from  the  mercenary  and  gossipping  disposition  of  her 
governess,  could  not  hear  of  her  dismissal  without  mpro- 
bation,  so  much  was  he  desirous,  that  in  the  hour  of  diffi- 
culty, which  might  soon  approach,  Alice  might  have  the 
benefit  of  countenance  and  advice  from  one  of  her  own 
sex,  of  better  manners,  and  less  suspicious  probity,  than 
Mistress  Debbitch. 

Almost  immediately  after  this  communicatioo  had  taken 
place,  a  servant  in  mourning  showed  his  thin,  pinched, 
and  wrinkled  visage  in  the  apartment,  announcing,  with  a 
voice  more  like  a  passing  bell  than  the  herald  o?  a  ban- 
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quet,  tliat  refreshments  were  provided  iq  an  adjoining 
apartment.  Gravely  leading  the  way,  with  his  daughter 
00  one  side,  and  the  puritanical  female  whom  we  have 
diitinguislied  on  the  other,  Bridgenorth  himself  ushered 
Ins  company,  who  followed,  with  little  attention  to  order 
or  ceremooyi  into  the  eating-room,  where  a  substantial 
tapper  was  provided. 

In  thin  wanner,  Peveril,  although  entitled,  according  to 
ordinary  ceremonial,  to  some  degree  of  precedence — a 
matter  at  tliat  time  considered  of  much  importance  al- 
though now  little  regarded — ^was  left  among  the  last  of 
those  who  quitted  tiie  parlour  ;  and  might  indeed  have 
brought  up  die  rear  of  all,  had  not  one  of  the  company, 
who  was  himself  late  in  tiie  retreat,  bowed,  and  resigned 
to  JuKao  the  rank  in  the  company  which  had  been  usurp- 
ed by  others. 

This  act  of  politeness  naturally  induced  Julian  to  ex- 
amine the  features  of  the  person  who  had  offered  him 
this  civility  ;  and  he  started  to  observe,  under  the  pinch- 
ed velvet-cap,  and  above  tlie  short  band-strings,  the  coun- 
tenance of  Ganlesse,  as  he  called  himself — his  companion 
OD  the  preceding  evening.  He  looked  again  and  again, 
especially  when  all  were  placed  at  the  supper  board,  and 
when,  consequently,  he  bad  frequent  opportunities  of  ob- 
servJHMhis  person  fixedly,  without  any  breach  of  good 
ma^^K.  At  first  he  wavered  in  his  belief,  and  was  much 
incfflMto  doubt  the  reality  of  his  recollection  ;  for  the 
difference  of  dress  was  such  as  to  effect  a  considerable 
change  of  appearance  ;  and  the  countenance  itself,  far 
from  exhibiting  anything  marked  or  memorable,  was  one 
of  those  ordinary  visages  which  we  see  almost  without 
remarking  them,  and  which  leave  our  memory  so  soon  as 
the  object  is  withdrawn  from  our  eyes.  But  the  impres- 
sion upon  his  mind  returned,  and  became  stronger,  until 
it  induced  him  to  watch  with  peculiar  attention  the  man- 
ners of  the  individual  who  bad  thus  attracted  his  notice. 
During  the  time  of  a  very  prolonged  grace  before 
meat,  which  was  delivered  by  one  of  the  company — who, 
from  his  Geneva  band  and  serge  doublet,  presided,  as 
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Julian  supposed,  over  some  dissenting  oongregation— k 
noticed  tiiat  this  man  kept  the  same  demure  and  leren 
cast  of  countenance  usually  affected  by  the  Puritans,  uri 
which  rather  caricatured  the  reverence  anqueslioBdUf 
due  u|)on  sucii  occasions.  His  eyes  were  turned  upwud, 
and  his  huge  pent-house  hat,  with  a  high  crown  and  bnui 
brim,  held  in  both  hands  before  him,  rose  and  fdl  vith 
the  cadences  of  the  speaker's  voice  ;  thu!i  marking  time, 
as  it  were,  to  the  periods  of  tlie  benediction.  Yet  wbea 
the  slight  bustle  took  place  which  attends  the  adjusliagof 
chairs,  &u;.,  as  men  sit  down  to  table,  Jidian*s  eye  en- 
countered that  of  tlie  stranger  ;  and  as  their  kxiks  nsli 
there  glanced  from  those  of  tlie  latter,  an  expresaioDof 
satirical  humour  and  scorn,  which  seemed  to  intimate  i^ 
ternal  ridicule  of  the  gravity  of  his  present  demeaoour. 

Julian  again  sought  to  Gk  his  eye,  in  order  to  asceriaii 
that  he  iiad  not  mistaken  the  tendency  of  this  transint 
expression,  but  the  stranger  did  not  allow  him  anotlitr 
opportunity.  Mc  nii^ht  have  been  discovered  by  tbetoae 
of  his  voice  ;  but  the  individual  in  question  spoke  litde, 
and  in  whispers,  which  was  indeed  the  fashion  of  tiw 
whole  company,  wliose  demeanour  at  table  resembled 
that  of  mourners  at  a  inneral  feast. 

The  eniortainrnent  itself  was  coarse,  though  plentiful; 
and  must,  ncconling  to  Julianas  opinion,  be  disti 
one  so  exquisitely  skilled  iii  s^ood  cheer,  and  so 
of  enjoy iiiii;,  crilicully  aiui  srientilically,  the  gcnl 
pnrations  of  iiis  roinpiinion.  Smith,  as  Ganlcsse  had  shoirn 
himself  on  the  preceilino;  evening.  Accordingly,  u|kni 
dose  observation,  he  reurukcd,  that  the  food  which  he 
look  upon  his  piatc,  remained  there  unconsumed  :  and 
that  liis  actual  stipptT  consisted  only  ol"  a  cruM  of  bread, 
with  a  ii;iass  of  wine. 

The  repast  was  hnrricfl  over  with  the  haste  of  those, 
who  think  it  shame,  if  not  sin,  to  make  mere  animal  enjoy- 
ments the  means  of  con<?uming  lime,  or  of  receiving  pleas- 
ure ;  and  when  men  wiped  t!ieir  months  and  mustaches, 
•Lilian  rcin:irkefl,  i;i;if  the  ohjeri  cif  his  curiosity  nsrd  a 
handkerchief  of  tho  finest  cambric — an  article  rather  in- 
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consistent  with  tlie  exterior  plainness,  not  to  sp.y  coarse- 
ness, of  bis  appearance.  He  used  also  several  of  tlie 
more  minule  reQnements,  then  only  observed  at  tables  of 
the  higher  rank  ;  and  Julian  thought  he  could  discern,  at 
every  tunii  something  of  courtly  manners  and  gestures, 
nidar  the  precise  and  rustic  simplicity  of  the  charac- 
ter which  be  had  assumed.^ 

But  if  this  were  indeed  that  same  Ganlesse  with  whom 
JuKan  had  met  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  who  had 
boasted  the  facility  with  which  he  could  assume  any  char- 
acter which  he  pleased  to  represent  for  the  time,  what 
oould  be  the  purpose  of  his  present  disguise  ?  He  was, 
if  his  own  words  could  be  credited,  a  person  of  some 
importance,  who  dared  to  defy  the  danger  of  those  officers 
and  informers,  before  whom  all  ranks  at  that  time  trem- 
bled ;  nor  was  he  likely,  as  Julian  conceived,  without 
some  strong  purpose,  to  subject  himself  to  such  a  masque- 
rade as  the  present,  which  could  not  be  otherwise  than  urk- 
some  to  one  whose  conversation  proclaimed  him  of  light  life 
and  free  opinions.  Was  his  appearance  here  for  good  or 
tor  evil?  Did  it  respect  his  lather's  house,  or  lib  own  per- 
son, or  the  family  of  Bridgenorth  ?  Was  the  real  char- 
acter of  Ganlesse  known  to  the  master  of  the  house,  in- 
flexible as  he  was  in  all  which  concerned  morals  as  well 
as  j|Mpn  ?  If  not,  might  not  the  machinations  of  a  brain 
ao^^He,  affect  the  peace  and  happiness  of  Alice  Bridge- 

These  were  questions  which  no  reflection  could  enable 
Peveril  to  answer.  His  eyes  glanced  from  Alice  to  the 
stranger  ;  and  new  fears,  and  undefined  suspicions,  in 
which  the  safety  of  that  beloved  and  lovely  girl  was  im* 
plicated,  mingled  with  the  deep  anxiety  which  already 
occupied  his  mind,  on  account  of  his  father,  and  his 
lather's  house. 

He  was  in  this  tumult  of  mind,  when,  after  a  thanks- 
^ving  as  long  as  the  grace,  the  company  arose  from  table, 
and  were  instantly  summoned  to  the  exercise  of  family 
worship.  A  train  of  domestics,  grave,  sad,  and  melancholy 

their  superiors,  glided  in  to  assist  at  tliis  act  of  devotion. 
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d  ranged  themselves  at  the  lower  end  of  the  apartmaL 
Most  of  these  men  were  armed  with  long  tucks,  as  the 
straight  stabbing  swords,  much  used  bj  Cromwell's  sol- 
diery, were  then  called.     Several  had  lai^e  pistob  aho; 
and  the  corslcis  or  cuirasses  of  some  were  heard  tochak, 
as  they  seated  themselves  to  partake  in  this  act  of  defo- 
tion.     Tiie  ministry  of  him  whom  Julian  bad  supposed  a 
preacher,  was  not  used  on  this  occasion.     Major  Bridge- 
north  himself  read  and  expounded  a  chapter  of  Sc^ 
ture,  with  much  strengtii  and  manliness  of  expresaoa, 
altliough  so  as  not  to  escape  the  charge  of  faoaticiHiw 
The  nineteenth  chapter  of  Jeremiah  was  the  portkn  of 
Scripture  which  he  selected  ;   in  which,  under  die  type 
of  breaking  a  potter's  vessel,  the  prophet  presages  the 
desolation  of  the  Jews.     The  lecturer  was  not  naturdlj 
eloquent ;  but  a  strong,  deep,  and  sincere  convictkn  of 
the  truth  of  what  he  said,  supplied  him  with  laogtiage  of 
energy  and  fire,  as  he  drew  a  parallel  between  the  abooi- 
inations  of  the  worship  of  Baal,  and  the  corniptioDS  d 
the  Church  of  Rome — so  favourite  a  to|>ic  with  the  Piiii- 
tans  of  that  period  ;  and  denounced  agamst  the  Catho- 
lics, and  those  who  favoured  them,  that  hissing  and  deso- 
lation which  the  prophet  directed  against  the  city  of 
Jerusalem.     His  hearers  made  a  yet  closer  applicatioa 
than  the  lecturer  himself  suggested  ;  and  man] 
proud  eye  intimated,  by  a  glance  on  Julian,  thi 
futher's  liouse  were  already,  in  some  part,  resilizf 
dreadful  maledictions. 

Tiie  lecture  finished,  Bridgenorth  summoned  them  to 
unite  with  him  in  prayer  ;  and  on  a  slight  change  of  ar- 
rangements amongst  the  company,  which  took  place  as 
they  were  about  to  kneel  down,  Julian  found  his  place 
^next  to  the  single-minded  and  beautiful  object  of  his 
affection,  as  she  knelt,  in  her  loveliness,  to  adore  her  Cre- 
ator. A  short  time  was  porinitted  for  mental  devotion  ; 
iiuring  which,  Peveril  could  hoar  her  half-breathed  peti- 
tion for  the  promised  I>lossin:;s  of  peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  towards  the  rliildrtMi  of  iiH»n/' 
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Ttlie  prayer  which  ensued  was  in  a  ilifitTcul  tone.     # 
was  poured  forth  by  'he  santc  person  who  had  officiated 
as  cliaplain  at  the  table ;  and  was  in  the  tone  of  a  Boan- 
erges, or  Son  of  Thunder — a  denouncer  of  crimes — an 
invokcr  of  judgments-— ahnost  a  prophet  of  evil  and  of 
destruction.      The  testimonies  and  the  sins  of  tlie  day 
were  not  fo^otteii — tlic  mysterious  murder  of  Sir  Ed- 
mondsbury  Godfrey  was  insisted  upon — and  thanks  and 
praise  wore  offered,  that  the  very  night  on  whicii  I  hey 
were  assembled,  bni  not  seen  another  offer ing^  of  a  Pro- 
testant magistrate,  to  the  blood-thirsty  fury  of  tlie  revenge- 
ful Catholics. 

Nerer  had  Julian  found  it  more  difficult,  during  an  act 
of  devotion/ to  maintain  his  mind  in  a  frame  befitting  the 
posture  and  die  occasion  ;  and  when  he  heard  the  speak- 
er return  thanks  for  the  downfall  and  devastation  of  his 
iiiroiiy,  be  was  strongly  tempted  to  have  started  upon  his 
feet,  and  charged  him  with  oiTcring  a  tribute,  stained  with 
falsehood  and  calumny,  at  the  throne  of  truth  itself.  Ho 
resisted,  however,  an  impulse  which  it  would  have  been 
insanity  to  liave  yielded  to,  and  his  patience  was  not  witli- 
out  its  reward ;  for  when  his  fair  neighbour  arose  from  her 
knees,  the  lengthened  and  prolonged  prayer  bcins;  at  Inst 
Angled,  iie  observed  that  her  eyes  were  streaming  wrtii 
id  one  glance  with  which  she  looked  at  him  in 
^^^  icnt,  showed  more  of  affect  ion  ale  interest  for  him 
in^RIQlen  fortunes  and  precarious  yndition,  than  he  had 
been  able  to  obtain  from  her  when  his  worldly  estate 
seemed  so  much  tlie  more  exalted  of  the  two. 

Cheered  and  fortified  with  the  conviction  that  one 
bosom  in  tlic  company,  and  inat  in  whicii  he  most  eagerly 
longed  to  secure  an  interest,  sympathized  with  his  distress, 
bo  felt  fftrong  to  endure  whatever  was  to  follow,  and 
shrunk  not  from  the  stern  still  smile  with  which,  one  by 
one,  the  meeting  regarded  him,  as,  gliding  to  their  several 
places  of  repose,  they  indulged  themselves  at  parting  with 
a  look  of  triumph  on  one  whom  they  considered  as  their 
captive  enemy. 
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9^  Alice  also  passed  by  her  bver,  her  eyes  fisedoalhe 
ground,  and  answered  his  low  obeisance  without  nm% 
Uiem.  The  room  was  now  empty,  but  for  Bridgenvth 
and  his  guest,  or  prisoner  }  for  it  is  difficult  to  8^  ii 
which  capacity  Peveril  ought  to  regard  hiroaelf.  Hi 
took  an  old  brazen  lamp  from  the  table,  and,  kadiag  dn 
way,  said,  at  the  same  ume,  ^  I  mu^  be  the  unooor^ 
chamberlain,  who  am  to  usher  you  to  a  place  of  repose, 
more  rude,  perhaps,  than  you  have  been  accustomed  to 
occupy."  • 

Julian  followed  him  in  silence,  up  an  old-fashioDed 
winding  staircase,  within  a  turret.  At  the  |aoding-fbDe 
on  the  top,  was  a  small  apartment,  where  an  oq|iovy 
pallet  bed,  two  chairs,  and  a  small  stone  table,  were  tlMi 
only  furniture.  **  Your  bed,"  continued  Bridgenorth,!! 
if  desirous-  to  prolong  their  interview,  **  is  not  of  tbs 
softest ;  but  innocence  sleeps  as  sound  upon  straw  as  qp 
down." 

*'  Sorrow,  Major  Bridgenorth,  finds  little  rest  on  either," 
replied  Julian.  *'  Tell  me,  for  you  seem  to  await  some 
question  from  me,  what  is  to  be  the  fate  of  my  paieitt, 
and  why  you  separate  me  from  them  ?" 

Bridgenorth,  for  answer,  indicated  with  his  finger  Ae 
mark  which  his  countenance  still  showed  from  the  ezplih 
sion  of  Julianas  pistol.  ^^h^ 

"  That,"  replied  Julian,  "  is  not  the  real  ^^Hrf 
your  proceedings  a^nst  me.  It  cannot  be,  that  jffffbo 
have  been  a  soldier,  and  are  a  man,  can  be  surprised  or 
displeased  by  my  interference  in  the  defence  of  my  father. 
Above  all,  you  cannot,  and  I  must  needs  say  you  do  nd, 
believe  that  I  would  have^raised  my  hand  against  you 
personally,  had  there  been  a  moment's  time  for  recogni- 
tionl"  » 

"  I  may  grant  all  this,"  said  Bridgenorth ;  '*  but  what 
are  you  the  better  for  my  good  opinion,  or  for  the  ease 
with  which  I  can  forgive  you  the  injury  which  you  aimed 
at  me  ?  You  are  in  my  custody  as  a  magi3trate,  accused 
of  abetting  the  foul,  bloody,  and  heathenish  Plot,  for  the 
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estaDisbnient  of  Popery,  the  murder    of  the  King,  an^ 
the  genera]  massacre  of  all  true  Protestants." 

**  And  on   what  grounds,  either  of  fact  or  suspicion, 

dare  any  one  accuse  me  of  such  a  crime  ?*'  said  JuJian. 

*'  I  have  hardly  heard  of  the  Plot,  save  by  the  mouth  of 

coninion  nimouri  which,  while  it  speaks  of  nothing  else, 

tj/k^s  care  Co  say  nothing  distinctly  even  on  that  subject." 

'*  It  may  be  enougli   for  me  to  tell  you,"    replied 

Bridgenorth,  *'  and  ))erhap8  it  is  a  word  too  much — that 

you  are  a  discovered  intriguer — a  spied  spy — who  carries 

tokens  and  messages  betwixt  tJie  Popish  Countess  of 

Derby,  and  the  Catholic  party  in  London.     You  have  not 

Mndycted  your  matters  with  such  discretion,  but  that  this 

ia  well  known,  and  can  be  sufficiently  proved.     To  this 

charge,  which  you  are  well  aware  you  cannot  deny,  these 

men,  Everett  and  Dangerfield,  are  not  unwifling  to  add« 

from  the  recollection  of  your  face,  other  passages,  which 

will  certainly  cost  you  your  life  when  you  come  befoie  a 

Protestant  Jury."  ' 

**  They  Vo  like  villains,''  said  Peveril,  "  who  hold  me 
accessbry  to  any  plot,  either  against  the  King,  the  nation, 
or  the  state  of  raligioo  ;  and  (or  the  Countess,  her  loyal- 
ty has  been  too  long,  and  too  highly  proved,  to  permit 
ifiv  bdng  implicated  in  such  injurious  suspicions." 

It  she  has  already  done,"  said  Bridgenorth,  his 
:ening  as  he  spoke,  *^  against  the  faithful  chamr 

pure  religion,  hath  sufficiently  shown  of  what 

abe^  capable.  She  hath  betaken^erself  to  her  rock, 
and  sits,  as  she  thinks,  in  security,  like  the  eagle  reposing 
after  his  bloody  banquet.  But  the  arrow  of  the  fowler 
may  yet  reach  her — the  shaft  is  whetted — the  bow  is 
bended^-and  it  will  be  soon  seen  whether  Amalek  or 
Israel  shall  prevail.  But  fot^hee,  Julian  Peveril — why 
ahould  I  conceal  it  from  thee  ^my  heart  yearns  for  thee 
as  a  woman's  for  her  first-born.  To  thee  I  will  give,  at 
tbe  expense  of  my  own  reputation— perhaps  at-  the  risk 
of  personal  suspicion— for  who,  in  these  days  of  doubt, 
'  shall  be  exempted  from    it — to   thee,  I  say,  1  will  give 
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Cleans  of  escape,  which  else  were  impossible  to  ibeet 
The  staircase  of  this  turret  descends  to  the  gardens— the 
posterD-gate  is  unlatched— on  the  right  hand  Ue  tliestableii 
where  you  will  find  your  own  horse — ^take  it,  and  make 
for  Liverpool — 1  will  give  you  credit  with  a  friend  under 
the  name  of  Simon  Simonson,  one  persecuted  by  the 
Prelates  ;  and  he  will  expedite  your  passage  from  the 
kingdom." 

**^  Major  Bridgenorth,"  said  Julian,  *<  I  will  not  deceife 
you.  Were  I  to  acce|>t  your  offer  of  freedom,  it  woaU 
be  to  attend  to  a  higher  call  than  that  of  mere  self-pre^ 
ervation.  My  father  is  in  danger — my  mother  in  sorroir 
—the  voices  of  religion  and  nature  call  me  to  their  side. 
I  am  their  only  cliild^their  only  hope — I  will  ud  tbeo 
-or  perish  with  them." 

"  Thou  art  mad,"  said  Bridgenortb — ^*  aid  tbem  ihoa 
canst  not — perish  with  them  thou  well  mayst,  and  eveo 
accelerate  their  ruin  ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  charges  with 
which  thy  unhappy  father  is  loaded,  it  would  be  no  slight 
aggravation,  that  while  he  meditated  arming  and  calling 
together  the  Catholics  and  high  Churchmen  of  ChesMre 
and  Derbyshire,  his  son  sliould  prove  to  be  the  con6den* 
tial  agent  of  the  Countess  of  Derby,  who  aided  her  m 
making  good  her  stronghold  against  the  Protestant  com* 
missioners,  and  was  despatched  by  her  to  opei 
communication  with  the  Popish  interest  in  Lond< 

"  You  have  twice  stated  me  as  such  an  ageni     

Peveril,  resolved  tha/t  his  silence  should  not  be  construed 
into  an  admission  of  li^  charge,  though  lie  felt  that  it  was 
in  some  degree  well  founded—"  What  reason  have  yoa 
for  such  an  allegation  ?"  * 

"  Will  it  sdflice  for  a  proof  of  my  intimate  acquaint* 
ance  with  your  mystery,"  replied  Bridgenortb,  "  if  I 
should  repeat  to  you  the  Kt  words  which  the  Countess 
nsed  to  you  when  you  left  the  Castle  of  that  Amalckitisb 
woman  ?  Thus  she  spoke:  'lamnowaibrlom  widow,'  she 
said,  '  whom  sorrow  has  made  sel6sh.' " 

Peveril  started,  for  these  were  the  very  words  the 
Countess  had  used  ;  but  he  instantly  recovered  himself 
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ind  replied,  "  Be  your  information  of  what  nature  it  will; 
I  deny,  and  I  defy  it,  so  far  as  it  sttarhcs  aught  like  guilt 
to  me.  There  lives  not  b  man  mare  innocent  of  a  dis* 
loyal  thought,  or  of  a  traitorous  purpose.  What  I  say 
for  myself,  I  will,  to  the  hest  of  my  knowledge,  say  and 
maintain,  on  account  of  the  noble  Couotess,  to  whom  I 
•in  indebted  for  nurture." 

"  Perish,  then,  in  thy  obstinacy  !"  said  Bridgenorth  ; 
tnd  turning  hastily  from  him,  he  left  the  room,  and  Julian 
heard  him  hasten  down  the  narrow  staircase,  as  if  dis- 
trusting his  own  resolution. 

Wild  a  heavy  heart,  yet  with  that  confidence  in  an 
orerruling  Providence  which  never  forsakes  a  good  and 
brave  man,  Peveril  betook  himself  to  his  lowly  place  of 
repose. 


CHAPTER  U. 

Tin  mane  of  humBo  life  ii  diingcTuI  nin, 
At'ulbe  ftckia  « ind  and  wtnAanag rill ; 
Or,  like  His  lighl  dunce  •fhich  Ihe  wild-bree 
Anida  ibc  faded  rare  of  falira  l«Iv«  ; 
Wbidi  POW  ill  hrcBlll  bran  down,  now  u» 
Beau  to  Ihe  eanh,  or  wafii  lo  mkldle  tky. 
Surh,  ud  B  varied.  Ihe  [irfCBrinu*  play 
or  ble  Hiib  uiui,  frail  lensnt  of  i  dny  ! 


Wbit.St,  overcome  with  fatigue,  and  worn  out  by  anx- 
ie^,  Julian  Peveril  slumbered  as  a  prisoner  in  the  house 
of  his  hereditary'  enemy.  Fortune  was  preparing  bis  re- 
lease by  one  of  those  sudden  frolics  with  which  she  loves 
to  confound  the  calculations  and  expectancies  of  human- 
ity ;  anil  as  she  fixes  on  slrange  agenls  for  such  purposes, 
she  condescended  to  employ,  on  the  present  occasion,  no 
less  a  personage  than  Mistress  Deborah  Debbilch. 
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Instigated,  doubtless,  by  the  pristine  reminiBceocarf 
former  times,  no  sooner  had  that  most  prudent  and  eoo- 
siderate  dame  found  herself  in  the  yicinity  of  the  iccsa 
of  her  earlier  days,  than  she  bethought  herself  of  a  fiat 
to  the  ancient  housekeeper  of  Martindale  Castle,  Dime 
Ellesmere  by  name,  who,  long  retired  from  active  senice, 
resided  at  the  keeper's  lodge,  in  the  west  thicket,  wilh 
her  nephew,  Lance  Outram,  subsisting  upon  the  savinp 
of  her  better  days,  and  on  a  small  pensioo  allowed  ij 
Sir  Geoffrey  to  her  age  and  faithful  services. 

Now  Dame  Ellesmere  and  Mistress  Deborah  had  doI 
by  any  means  been  formerly  on  so  friendly  a  footing,  is 
this  haste  to  visit  her  might  be  supposed  to  intimate. 
But  years  had  taught  Deborah  to  forget  and  forgive ;  or 
perhaps  she  had  no  special  objection,  under  cover  of  a 
visit  to  Dame  Ellesmere,  to  take  the  chance  of  seeing 
what  changes  time  had  made  on  her  old  admirer  the 
keeper.  Both  inhabitants  were  in  the  cottage,  when, 
after  having  seen  her  master  set  forth  on  his  expedidon 
to  the  Castle,  Mistress  Debbitch,  dressed  in  her  very  best 
gown,  footed  it  tlirough  gutter,  and  over  stile,  and  by 
pathway  green,  to  knock  at  their  door,  and  to  lift  the  latch 
at  the  hospitable  invitation  which  bade  her  come  in. 

Dame  Ellesinerc's  eyes  were  so  dim,  that,  even  with  the 
aid  of  spectacles,  she  failed  to  recognize,  in  the  portlj^d 
mature  personage  who  entered  their  cottage,  the  tightflRI* 
made  lass,  who,  presuming  on  her  good  looks  and  flippant 
tongue^  had  so  often  provoked  her  by  insubordination  ; 
and  her  former  lover,  the  redoubted  Lance,  not  being 
conscious  that  ale  had  given  rotundity  to  his  own  figure, 
which  was  formerly  so  slight  and  active,  and  that  brandy  _ 
bad  transferred  to  his  nose  the  colour  which  had  once  oc- 
cupied his  cheeks,  was  unable  to  discover  that  Deborah's 
French  cap,  composed  of  sarsanet  and  Brussels  lace,  sha- 
ded the  features  which  had  so  often  procured  him  a  re- 
buke from  Dr.  Dummerar,  for  suffering  his  eyes,  during 
the  time  of  prayers,  to  wander  to  the  maid-servant's 
bench. 
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In  brief,  the  blushing  visiter  was  compelled  to  make 
herself  known  ;  and  when  known,  was  received  by  aunt 
and  nephew  with  the  most  sincere  cordiality. 

The  home-brewed  was  produced  ;  and,  in  lieu  of  more 
yulgar  food,  a  few  slices  of  venison  presendy  hissed  in 
the  firying-pan,  giving  strong  room  for  inference  that 
Lance  Outram,  in  his  capacity  of  keeper,  neglected  not 
hb  own  cottage  when  he  supplied  the  larder  at  the  Cas- 
tle. A  modest  sip  of  the  excellent  Derbyshire  ale,  and 
a  taste  of  the  highly-seasoned  hash,  soon  placed  Deborah 
oitirely  at  home  with  her  old  acquaintance. 

Having  put  all  necessary  questions,  and  received  aU 
Miitable  answers,  respecting  the  state  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  such  of  her  own  friends  as  continued  to  reside 
there,  the  conversation  began  rather  to  flag,  until  Deb- 
orah found  the  art  of  again  renewing  its  interest,  by  com- 
municatiDg  to  her  friends  the  dismal  intelligence  that  they 
roust  soon  look  for  deadly  bad  news  from  the  Castle  ;  for 
that  her  present  master,  Major  Bridgenorth,  had  been 
summoned,  by  some  great  people  from  London,  to  assist 
in  taking  her  old  master.  Sir  Geoffrey  ;  and  that  all  Mas- 
ter Bridgenorth's  servants,  and  several  other  persons 
whom  she  named,  friends  and  adherents  of  the  same  in- 
terest, had  assembled  a  force  to  surprise  the  Casde  ;  and 
that  as  Sir  Geoffrey  was  now  so  old,  and  gouty  withal,  it 
o^d  not  be  expected  he  should  make  the  defence  he 
was  wont ;  and  then  he  was  known  to  be  so  stout-heart- 
ed, that  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  yield  up 
without  stroke  of  sword  ;  and  then  if  he  was  killed,  as 
he  was  like  to  be,  amongst  them  that  liked  never  a  bone 
of  his  body,  and  now  had  him  at  their  mercy,  why,  in 
that  case,  she.  Dame  Deborah,  would  look  upon  Lady 
Peveril  as  little  better  than  a  dead  woman  ;  and  undoubt- 
edly there  would  be  a  general  mourning  through  all  that 
country,  where  they  had  such  great  kin  ;  and  silks  were 
likely  to  rise  on  it,  as  master  Lutestring,  the  mercer  of 
Chesterfield,  was  like  to  feel  in  his  purse  bottom.  But 
for  her  part,  let  matters  wag  how  they  would,  an  if  Mas- 
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ter  Julian  Peveril  was  to  come  to  his  own,  she  coaU  p^ 
tts  near  a  guess  as  e'er  another  who  waslUcdytobe  Lidf 

at  Martindale. 

The  text  of  tliis  lecture,  or,  in  other  words,  the  fad 
that  Bridgenorth  was  gone  with  a  party  to  attack  Sr 
Geofirey  Peveril  in  his  own  castle  of  Martindale,  somd- 
ed  so  stunningly  strange  in  the  ears  of  those  old  retain- 
ers of  his  family,  that  they  had  no  power  either  to  atteod 
to  Mistress  Deborah's  inferences,  or  to  interrupt  the  ve- 
locity of  speech  with  which  she  poured  them  forth.  And 
when  at  length  she  made  a  breathless  pause,  all  that  poor 
Dame  Eiiesmere  could  reply,  was  the  emphatic  queaiioo, 
**  Bridgenorth  brave  Peveril  of  the  Peak  ! — ^Is  the  woo- 
an  mad  ?" 

**  Come,  come,  dame,"  said  Deborah,  **  womaa  oe 
no  more  than  I  woman  you.  I  have  not  been  called 
Mistress  at  the  head  of  the  table  for  so  many  years,  to 
be  woman'd  here  by  you.  And  for  the  news,  it  is  as  true 
as  that  you  are  sitting  tliere  in  a  white  hood,  who  will 
wear  a  black  one  ere  long." 

**  Lance  Outram,"  said  the  old  woman,  *^  make  out, 
if  thou  be'st  a  man,  and  listen  about  if  aught  stirs  up  at 
the  Castle." 

^'  If  there  should,"  said  Outram,  *'  I  am  even  too  kng 
here  ;"  and  he  caught  up  his  cross-bow,  and  one  or  two 
arrows,  and  rushed  out  of  the  cottage. 

"  Well-a-day  !"  said  Mistress  Deborah,  "  see  if  my 
news  have  not  frightened  away  Lance  Outram  too,  whom 
they  used  to  say  nothing  could  start.  But  do  not  take 
on  so,  dame  ;  for  I  dare  say  if  the  Castle  and  the  lands 
pass  to  my  new  master,  Major  Bridgenorth,  as  it  is  like 
they  will — for  I  have  heard  that  he  has  powerful  debts 
over  the  estate — ^)'ou  shall  iiave  my  good  word  with  him, 
and  I  promise  you  he  is  no  bad  man  ;  something  precise 
about  preaching  and  praying,  and  about  the  dress  which 
one  should  wear,  which,  I  must  own,  beseems  not  a  gen- 
tleman, as,  to  be  sure,  every  woman  knows  best  what  be- 
comes her.  But  for  you,  dame,  that  wear  a  prayer-book 
at  your   girdle,  with  your  housewife-case,  and  never 
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change  the  fashion  of  your  white  hood,  I  dare  say  he 
"Will  not  grudge  you  the  little  matter  you  need,  and  are 
not  able  to  win." 

"  Out,  sordid  jade  !"  exclaimed  Dame  EUesmere, 
her  Tery  flesh  quivering  betwixt  apprehension  and  anger, 
^  and  hold  your  peace  this  instant,  or  I  will  find  those 
that  shall  flay  the  very  hide  from  thee  with  dog-whips* 
Haat  thou  eat  thy  noble  master's  bread,  not  only  to  be- 
tray his  trust,  and  fly  from  his  service,  but  wouldst  thou 
come  here,  like  an  ill-omened  bird  as  thou  art,  to  triumph 
over  his  downfall  ?" 

**  Nay,  dame,*'  said  Deborah,  over  whom  the  violence 
of  the  old  woman  had  obtained  a  certain  predominance  ; 
^  it  is  not  I  that  say  it— only  the  warrant  of  the  Par- 
liament folks." 

^  I  thought  we  had  done  with  their  warrants  ever  since 
the  blessed  twenty-ninth  of  May,"  said  the  old  house- 
keeper of  Martindale  Castle  ;  **  but  this  I  tell  thee,  sweet- 
heart, that  I  have  seen  such  warrants  crammed,  at  the 
sword's  point,  down  the  ttiroats  of  them  that  brought  them ; 
and  so  shall  this  be,  if  there  is  one  true  man  left  to  drink 
of  the  Dove." 

As  she  spoke,  Lance  Outram  re-entered  the  cottage. 
^  Nauot,"  he  said  in  dismay,  **  I  doubt  it  is  true  what 
she  says.  The  beacon  tower  is  as  black  as  my  belt. 
No  Pole-star  of  Peveril.     What  does  that  betoken  ?" 

'*  Death,  ruin,  and  captivity,"  exclaimed  old  EUes- 
mere. "  Make  for  the  Castle,  thou  knave.  Thrust  in 
thy  great  body.  Strike  for  the  house  that  bred  thee  and 
fed  thee  ;  and  if  thou  art  buried  under  the  ruins,  thou 
diest  a  man's  death." 

"  Nay,  naunt,  I  shall  not  be  slack,"  answered  Outram. 
"  But  here  come  folks  that  I  warrant  can  tell  us  more 
onH." 

One  or  two  of  the  female  servants,  who  had  fled  from 
tlie  Castle  during  the  alarm,  now  rushed  in  with  various 
reports  of  tlie  case  ;  but  all  agreeing  that  a  body  of  arm- 
ed men  were  in  possession  of  the  Castle,  and  that  Major 
Bridgenorth  had  taken  young  Master  Julian  prisoner,  and 
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conveyed  him  down  to  Moultrassie-Hally  with  his  fed  del 
under  the  belly  of  the  nag — a  shameful  sight  to  be  seea— 
and  he  so  well  born  and  so  handsome. 

Lance  scratched  his  head  ;  and  though  feeling  thedotj 
incumbent  upon  him  as  a  faithful  servant,  which  was  io- 
deed  specially  dinned  into  him  by  the  cries  and  exchmi- 
tions  of  his  aunt,  he  seemed  not  a  little  dubious  bow  to 
conduct  himself.    ''  I  would  to  God,  naunt,"  be  said  at  hst, 
*^  that  old  Whitaker  were  alive  now,  with  his  long  stories 
about  M arston-moor  and  Edgehill,  that  made  us  all  ym 
our  jaws  off  their  hinges,  in  spite  of  boiled  rashers  and 
double-beer  !    When  a  man  is  missed,  he  is  moaned,  as 
they  say  ;  and  I  would  rather  than  a  broad-piece  he  hid 
been  here  to  have  sorted  this  matter,  for  it  is  clean  outo( 
my  way  as  a  woodsman,  that  have  no  skill  of  war.    Bill 
dang  it,  if  old  Sir  Geoffrey  go  to  the  wall  without  a  knock 
for  it ! — Here  you,  Nell — (speaking  to  one  of  the  fugitiw 
maidens  from  the  Castle) — but,  no^you  have  not  the 
heart  of  a  cat,  and  are  afraid  of  your  own  shadow  bj 
moonlight — But,  Cis,  you  area  stout-hearted  wench, and 
know  a  buck  from  a  bulfinch.      Hark  thee,  Cis,  as  yoa 
would  wish  to  be  married,  get  up  to  the  Castle  again,  and 
get  thee  in — thou  best  knowest  where — for  thou  hast  oft 
gotten  out  of  postern   to   a  dance,  or  jimketting,  to  my 
knowledge — Get  thee  back  to  the  Castle,  as  ye  hope  to 
be  married — See  my    lady — ihcy  cannot  hinder  thee  of 
that — my  lady  has  a  head  worth  twenty  of  ours — If  I  am 
to  gather  force,  light  up  the  beacon  for  a  signal ;  and 
spare  not  a  tar  barrel  on't.    Thou  niay'st  do  it  safe  enough. 
I  warrant  the  Roundheads  busy  with  drink  and  plunder. 
— And,  hark  thee,  say  to  my  lady  1  am  gone  down  to  the 
miners'  houses  at  Bonadventure.     The  rogues  were  mu- 
tinying  for  their  wages  but  yesterday  :    they  will  be  all 
ready  for  good  or  bad.     Let  her  send  orders  down  to  me ; 
or  do  you  come  yourself,  your  legs  are  long  enough." 

"  Whether  they  are  or  not,  blaster  Lance,  (and  von 
know  nothing  of  the  matter,)  they  shall  do  your  errand 
to-night,  for  love  of  the  old  Knight  and  his  lady." 
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So  Cisly  Sellok,  a  kind  of  Derbyshire  Camilla,  who 
had  won  the  smock  at  the  foot-race  at  Ashbourne,  sprung 
forward  towards  the  Castle,  with  a  speed  which  few  could 
liave  equalled. 

**  There  goes  a  mettled  wench,"  said  Lance  ;  "  and 
now,  nauDt,  give  roe  tlie  old  broadsword — it  is  above  the 
bed-bead— and  my  wood-knife  ;  and  I  shall  do  well 
enough.** 

**  And  what  is  to  become  of  me  ?"  bleated  the  unfor- 
tUDate  Mistress  Deborah  Debbitch. 

**  You  must  remain  here  with  my  aunt.  Mistress  Deb ; 
and,  for  old  acquaintance  sake,  she  will  take  care  no  harm 
befalls  you  ;  but  take  heed  how  you  attempt  to  break 
bounds." 

So  saying,  and  pondering  in  his  own  mind  the  task 
which  he  bad  undertaken,  the  hardy  forester  strode  down 
the  moonlight  glade,  scarcely  hearing  the  blessings  and 
cautions  which  Dame  Ellesmcre  kept  showering  after  him. 
His  thoughts  were  not  altogether  warlike.  "  What  a  tight 
ancle  the  jade^  hnth  ! — she  trips  it  like  a  doe  in  summer 
pver  the  dew.  Well,  but  here  are  the  huts — Let  us  to  this 
gear. — ^Are  ye  all  asleep,  ye  dammers,  sinkers,  and  drift- 
drivers  ?  turn  out,  ye  subterranean  badgers.  Here  is  your 
master,  Sir  Geoffrey,  dead,  for  aught  you  know  or  care. 
Do  bot  you  see  the  beacon  is  unlit,  and  you  sit  there  like 
io  many  asses  ?" 

••  Why/'  answered  one  of  the  miners,  who  now  began 
to  come  out  of  their  huts, 

"An  lie  be  dead. 

He  will  eat  ito  more  bread." 

•*  And  yon  are  like  to  eat  none  neither,"  said  Lance  ; 
**  for  the  works  will  be  presently  stopped,  and  all  of  you 
turned  off." 

•*  Well,  and  what  of  it,  Master  Lance  ?  As  good  play 
for  nought  as  work  for  nought.  Here  is  four  weeks  wo 
have  acarce  seen  ths  colour  of  Sir  Geoffrey's  coin  ;  and 
you  ask  us  to  care  whether  he  be  dead  or  in  life  !  For 
you,  that  goes  about,  trotting  upon  your  horse,  and  doing 
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for  work  what  all  men  do  for  pleasure,  it  may  be  id 
enough  ;  but  it  is  another  itiatter  to  be  leaving  God's  G^ 
and  burrowing  all  day  and  night  in  darkness,  like  a  ind 
in  a  hole — that's  not  to  be  done  for  nought,  I  trow ;  and 
if  Sir  Geofirey  is  dead,  his  soul  will  suffer  for't ;  and  if 
he's  alive,  we'll  have  him  in  the  Barmoot  Court." 

^*  Hark  ye,  Gaffer,"  said  Lance,  **  and  take  notice, 
my  mates,  all  of  you,"  for  a  considerable  number  of  these 
rude  and  subterranean  people  had  now  assembled  to  hear 
the  discussion — "  Has  Sir  Geoffrey,  think  you,  ever  putt 
penny  in  his  pouch  out  of  this  same  Bonadventure  mine  T 

''  I  cannot  say  as  I  think  he  has,"  answered  old  Ditch- 
ley,  tlie  party  who  maintained  the  controversy. 

*'  Answer  on  your  conscience,  though  it  be  but  a  leaden 
one.     Do  not  you  know  tliat  he  hath  lost  a  eood  penny?" 

'*  Why,  I  believe  he  may,"  said  Gaffer  Ditchley. 
"  What  then  ? — lose  to-day,  win  to-morrow — the  miner 
must  eat  in  the  meantime." 

"  True  ;  but  what  will  you  eat  when  Master  Bridge- 
north  gets  the  land,  that  will  not  hear  of  a  mine  being 
wrought  on  his  own  ground  ?  Will  he  work  on  at  dead 
loss,  think  ye  ?"  demanded  trusty  Lance. 

'*  Bridgenorth  ? — he  of  Moultrassie-Hall,  that  stopped 
the  great  Felicity  Work,  on  which  his  father  laid  out,  some 
say,  ten  thousand  pounds,  and  never  got  in  a  penny  ? 
Why,  what  has  he  to  do  with  Sir  Geoffrey's  pfbperty 
down  here  at  Bonadventure  ?    It  was  never  his,  I  trow." 

"  Nay,  what  do  I  know  ?"  answered  Lance,  who  saw 
the  impression  lie  bad  made.  "  Law  and  debt  will  give 
him  half  Derbysliire,  I  think,  unless  you  stand  by  old  Sir 
Geoffrey." 

"  But  if  Sir  Geoffrey  be  dead,"  said  Ditchley,  cau- 
tiously, "  what  good  will  our  standing  by  do  to  him  ?"  • 

'<  I  did  not  say  he  was  dead,  but  only  as  bad  as  dead  ; 
in  the  hands  of  the  Roundheads — a  prisoner  up  yonder, 
at  his  own  Castle,"  said  Lance  ;  <'  and  will  have  his  head 
cut  off,  like  the  good  Earl  of  Derby's,  at  Bolton-le-Moors." 

"  Nay,  then,  comrades,"  said  Gaffer  Ditchley,  "  an 
it  be  as  Master  Lance  says,  1  think  we  should  bear  a  hand 
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for  stout  old  SirGeofTrcy,  sgainsl  b  low-bom,  meaD-spir- 
ited  follow  like  Bridgenoflli,  wild  shut  up  a  shaft  had  coat 
thousands,  without  getting  a  penny  proGt  on't.  So  hurra 
Ibr  Sir  Geofirey,  and  down  with  the  Rump  1  But  hold  ye 
I  blink — hold — (and  the  waving  of  his  hand  stopped  the 
commencing  cheer) — Hark  ye.  Master  Lance,  it  must  be 
ill  over,  for  ihe  beacon  is  as  black  as  night  ;  and  you 
know  yourself  that  marks  the  Lord's  death." 

"  It  will  kindle  again  in  an  instant,"  said  Lance  ;  in- 
ternally adding,  "  I  pray  to  God  it  may  ! — It  will  kindle 
ID  an  iustant — lack  of  fuel,  and  the  confusion  of  the 
family." 

*'  Ay,  like  enow,  like  enow,"  said  Ditchley  ;  "  hut  1 
winna  budge  till  I  see  it  blazing." 

"  Why  then,  there  a  goes  !"  said  Lance.  "  Thank 
lliee,  Cis — thank  thee,  my  good  wench. — Believe  your 
own  eyes,  my  lads,  if  you  will  not  believe  me;  and  now 
hurra  for  Peveril  of  the  Peak — the  King  and  his  friends 
.~4nd  down  with  Rumps  and  Roundheads  !" 

The  sudden  rekindling  of  the  beacon  liad  all  tlie  effect 
which  Lance  conid  have  desired  upon  the  minds  of  his 
rude  and  ignorant  hearers,  who,  in  their  superstitions  hu- 
mour, had  strongly  associated  the  Polar-star  of  Peveril 
with  the  fortunes  of  the  family.  Once  moved,  according 
to  the  national  character  of  their  countrymen,  they  soon 
faecaroe  enthusiastic  ;  and  Lance  foucid  himself  at  the 
head  of  thirty  stout  fellows  and  upwards,  armed  with  their 
pick-axes,  and  ready  to  execute  wliatevcr  task  be  should 
impose  on  them. 

Trusting  to  enter  the  Castle  by  the  postern,  which  had 
served  to  accommodate  himself  and  other  domestics  upon 
an  emergency,  hia  only  anxiety  was  to  keep  his  march 
silent ;  and  he  earnestly  recommended  to  his  followers  to 
reserve  their  shouts  for  the  moment  of  the  attack.  They 
had  not  advanced  far  on  their  road  to  the  Castle,  when 
Cisly  Sellok  met  them,  so  breathless  with  haste,  that  the 
poOT  girl  was  obliged  to  throw  herself  into  Master  Lance's 
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"  Stand  up,  my  mcitled  wench,"  said  he,  girii^  bdt 
sly  kiss  at  the  same  time,  "  and  let  us  know  whit  ii  goif 
on  up  at  the  Castle." 

"  My  lady  Lids  you,  as  you  would  scire  God  anijva 
master,  nol  lo  come  up  to  the  Caslle,  which  can  butinlu 
bloodshed  ;  Tor  she  says  Sir  Geolfrey  is  lawfully  in  bud, 
and  that  he  niusl  hide  the  issue ;  and  that  he  is  ianwnl 
of  what  he  is  charged  with,  and  is  going  up  to  speak  bt 
himself  before  King  and  Council,  and  she  ^oes  up  irith 
bin).  And  besides,  ihey  have  found  out  the  postern, lbs 
Roundhead  rogues  ;  for  two  of  thetn  saw  me  when  I  wnl 
out  of  door,  and  chased  me  ;  but  1  showed  them  a  lu 
pair  of  heels." 

"As  ever  daslied  dew  from  the  cowslip,"  said  LaDce. 
*<  But  what  the  foul  fiend  is  to  be  done  ?  for  if  tbey  Inn 
secured  the  postem,  I  know  not  liow  the  dickeu  we  cm 
get  in." 

"  All  is  fastened  with  boll  and  staple,  and  guarded  mlh 
gun  and  pistol,  at  the  Castle,"  quoth  Cisly  ;  "  and  so 
sharp  are  they,  that  ihey  nigh  canglit  me  coming  with  my 
lady's  message,  as  1  told  you.  But  my  lady  says,  if  yon 
could  deliver  her  son,  IMnslcr  Julian,  from  BridgeiKKth, 
that  she  would  hold  it  good  service." 

"  What !"  said  Lance,  "  is  young  master  at  the  C»- 
tie  ?  I  taught  him  to  shoot  bis  first  shaft.  Bui  how  to 
get  in  !" 

"  He  was  at  the  Castle  in  the  midst  of  the  ruffle,  but 
old  Bridgenorth  has  carried  him  down  prisoner  lo  ifae 
Hall,"  answered  Cisly.  "  Tliere  was  never  faith  nor 
courtesy  in  an  old  Puritan,  who  never  had  pipe  and  tibor 
in  his  house  since  it  was  huilt." 

*' Or  who  stopped  a  promising  mine,"  said  Ditchley, 
"  to  save  a  few  thousand  pounds,  when  he  might  hava 
made  himself  as  rich  as  the  Lord  of  Chatsworth,  and  fed 
a  hundred  good  fellows  all  the  whilst." 

"  Why,  then,"  said  Lance,  "  since  you  are  alt  of  a 
mind,  we  will  go  draw  the  cover  for  the  old  badger ;  and 
1  promise  you  ihat  the  Hall  is  not  like  one  of  your  real 
bouses  of  quality,  where  the  walla  are  as  thick  as  wlue 
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Stone-dikes,  but  foolish  brick-work,  that  your  pick-axes 
will  work  through  as  if  it  were  cheese.  Huzza  once  more 
for  Peveril  of  the  Peak !  down  with  Bridgenortb,  and 
all  upstart  cuckoldy  Roundheads  !" 

Having  indulged  the  throats  of  his  followers  with  one 
buxom  huzza,  Lance  commanded  them  to  cease  their 
claiDOurSy  and  proceeded  to  conduct  them,  by  such  paths 
u  seemed  the  least  likely  to  be  watched,  to  the  court- 

Jard  of  IVloultrassie-Hall.  On  the  road  they  were  joined 
J  several  stout  yeomen  farmers,  either  followers  of  the 
Peveril  family,  or  friends  to  the  High  Church  and  Cav- 
alier party ;  most  of  whom,  alarmed  by  tiie  news  which 
began  to  fly  fast  through  the  neighbourhood,  were  armed 
with  sword  and  pistol. 

Liance  Outram  halted  his  party,  at  the  distance,  as  he 
himself  described  it,  of  a  flizlit-shot  from  the  house,  and 
idvanced  alone,  and  in  silence,  to  reconnoitre  ;  and  hav- 
ing previously  commanded  Ditchley  and  his  subterranean 
ilUes  to  come  to  his  assistance  whenever  he  should  whis- 
tle, he  crept  cautiously  forward,  and  soon  found  that 
those  whom  he  came  to  surprise,  true  to  the  discipline 
which  had  gained  their  party  such  decided  superiority 
during  the  Civil  War,  had  posted  a  sentinel,  who  paced 
through  the  court-yard  piously  chanting  a  psalm  tune, 
while  his  arms,  crossed  on  his  boson),  supported  a  gun 
of  formidable  length. 

"  Now,  a  true  soldier,"  said  Lance  Outram  to  himself, 
"  would  put  a  stop  to  thy  snivelling  ditty,  by  making  a 
broad  arrow  quiver  in  your  heart,  and  no  great  alarm 
given.  But,  dang  it,  1  have  not  tlie  ri^ht  spirit  for  a 
soldier — I  cannot  6ght  a  man  till  my  blood's  up  ;  and  for 
shootiDg  him  from  behind  a  wall,  it  is  cruelly  like  to 
stalking  a  deer.  I'll  e'en  face  him,  and  try  what  to  make 
of  him." 

With  this  doughty  resolution,  and  taking  no  further 
care  to  conceal  himself,  he  entered  the  court-yard  boldly, 
and  was  making  forward  to  the  front  door  of  the  Hall, 
as  a  matter  of  course.     But  the  old  Cromwellian  who 
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OQ  rrird.  'ZAC  azt  so  learaed  his  dotr.     ^  Who 
iberer — ^Suzi.   L:;^gc — sCisc  :    or,  Tenlr,  I  will 
tiK«  to  dei-Ji  I"*   were  cii^ilcczes  which  folbvred 
ocher  q-uck,  ir-e  lisC  r'=i=i  ezK-rced  bv  ihe  leveUinj 
pcesesitisz  ibe  sild  ^3C£ -barrelled  pin  with  which  h 


-  Whv,  whii  2  !sami3  !"*    answered  Lance.     * 
TOUT  fishioQ  to  S3  a-?boodnz  it  this  time  o*  night  ? 
this  is  but  a  tune  for  bat-tbwliuz.'^ 

^  Nar,  but  hark  th^^.  Lrieod.**  said  the  experi 
leotinel,  ^  I  am  nose  of  those  who  do  this  work 
gendy.  Thou  canst  not  snare  me  with  thy  crafty  af 
tboush  thou  wouldst  make  it  to  sound  simple  io 
ear.  Of  a  ventr  I  will  shoot,  unless  thou  tell  thj 
ud  buaness." 

"  Name !"'  said  Lance  ;  *•  wbv,  what  a  dickens  s 
it  be  but  Robin  Round — honest  Robin  of  Redham 
for  business,  and  vou  must  needs  know,  1  come 
message  from  some  Parliament  man,  up  yonder  i 
Castle,  with  letters  for  worshipful  Master  Bridge 
of  Moultrassie-Hall ;  and  this  be  the  place,  as  I  t] 
tboueh  whv  ve  be  marchins:  up  and  down  at  his 
like  the  sisrn  of  the  Red  Man,  with  vour  old  fire-lock  1 
I  cannot  so  well  guess." 

"  Give  me  the  letters,  niv  friend,"  said  the  set 
to  whom  this  explanation  seemed  very  natural  and 
able,  '*  and  1  will  cause  them  forthwith  to  be  deli 
into  his  worship's  own  hand." 

Rummaging  in  his  pockets,  as  if  to  pull  out  the  I 
which  never  existed,  Master  Lance  approached  i 
the  sentinel's  piece,  and,  before  he  was  aware,  sud 
seized  him  by  the  collar,  whistled  sharp  and  shrill 
exerting  his  skill  as  a  wrestler,  for  which  he  had 
distinguished  in  his  youth,  he  stretched  his  antagon 
his  back — the  musket  for  which  they  struggled  goi 
in  the  fall. 

The  miners  rushed  into  the  court-yard  at  Lance' 
nai ;  and  hopeless  any  longer  of  prosecuting  his  ( 
in  silence,  Lance  commanded  two  of  them  to  secui 
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prisoner,  and  the  rest  to  cliccr  i"i:-i!y.  ar.J  i::::ck  :be  door 
^fllie  house.     Insrantlv  li.r   c:    -:-•...;.:     :   :.z   :..ir.5::p. 
^uug  will)  ihe  cry  ol'  "  Puv^.:..    -i"  :..e   P--.%  f^:  evv:  !" 
^'tii  all  the  abuse  wliich  iLe   K:\Lilrii  l.ii  iuVc.-ilcd  lo 
^ast  upon  the  Roundheads  durioz  so  luanr  years  of  coo- 
lOfltioD  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  niJle  some  assailed  the 
door  with  their  mininz  iniplemenis,  others  directed  their 
attack  against  the  anzle,  where  a  kind  of  porch  joined 
to  the  main  front  of  the  buildinz :  and  there,  in  some  de- 
gree protected  by  the  projection  of  the  nali,  and  of  a 
balcony  which  overhung  tiie  porch,  wrouzht  in  more  se- 
curity, as  w*ell  as  with  more  eoecc,  than  the  others ;  for 
the  doors  being  of  oak,  thickly  siudded  witli  nails,  o^er- 
ed  a  more  effectual  resistance  to  violence  iLan  iLe  brick- 
work. 

The  noise  of  this  hubbub  on  the  outside,  soon  excited 
wild  alarm  and  tumult  within.  Lights  flew  from  window 
to>  window,  and  voices  were  heard  demanding  the  cause 
of  the  attack ;  to  which  tlie  party  cries  of  those  who 
were  in  the  court-yard  afforded  a  sufficient,  or  at  least 
the  only  answer,  which  was  vouchsafed.  At  length  the 
window  of  a  projecting  staircase  opened,  and  the  voice 
of  Brids;enorth  himself  demanded  authoriiativelv  what 
the  tumult  meant,  and  commanding  the  rioters  to  desist, 
upon  their  own  proper  and  immediate  peril. 

"  We  wapt  our  young  master,  you  canting  old  thief,** 
was  the  reply  ;  "  and  if  we  have  him  not  instantly,  the 
topmost  stone  of  your  house  shall  lie  as  low  as  the  foun- 
dation!" 

**  We  will  try  that  presently,"  said  Bridgenorth  ;  "  for 
if  there  is  another  blow  struck  against  the  walls  of  my 
peaceful  house,  I  will  fire  my  carabine  among  you,  and 
your  blood  be  upon  your  own  head.  I  have  a  score  of 
friends,  well  arnied  with  musket  and  pistol,  to  defend  my 
liouse ;  and  we  have  both  the  means  and  heart,  with 
Heaven's  assistance,  to  repny  any  violence  you  can  offer." 
^*  Master  Bridgenorth,"  replied  Lance,  who,  though 
DO  soldier,  was  sportsman  enough  to  comprehend  the 
advantage  which  those  i:ndcr  cover,  and  using  fire-'armS| 
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iDust  necessarily  have  over  bis  party,  exposed  to  lUi 
aim,  ID  a  great  measure,  and  without  meaas  of  inswe^ 
ing  their  fire, — "  Master  Bridgeaorih,  let  us  crave  par- 
ley with  you,  and  fair  conditions.  We  desire  to  do 
you  no  evil,  but  will  have  back  our  young  master;  ilis 
enough  that  you  have  got  our  old  one  and  his  lady.  It 
is  foul  chasing  to  kill  hart,  hind,  and  fawn ;  and  we  wfl 
give  you  some  light  on  the  subject  in  an  instant." 

This  speech  was  followed  by  a  great  crash  amoogtt 
the  lower  windows  of  tlie  house,  according  to  a  nev 
species  of  attack  which  had  been  suggested  by  some  of 
the  assailants. 

"  I  would  take  the  honest  fellow^s  word,  and  let  yoanj 
Peveril  go,"  said  one  of  the  garrison,  who,  carelesslj 
yawning,  approached  on  the  inside  tlie  post  at  whidi 
Bridgenorth  had  stutioned  himself. 

"  Are  you  mad  ?"  said  Bridgenorth  ;  "  or  do  you  think 
me  poor  enough  in  spirit  to  give  up  the  advantages  I  now 
possess  over  the  family  of  Peveril,  for  the  awe  of  a  parcel 
of  boors,  whom  the  first  discharge  will  scatter  like  chaff 
before  the  whirlwind  ?" 

"  Nay,"  answered  the  speaker,  who  was  the  same  in- 
dividual tliat  had  struck  Julian  by  his  resemblance  to  the 
man  who  called  himself  Ganlesse,  "  I  lof^e  a  dire  re- 
venge, but  we  shall  buy  it  somewhat  too  deUr  if  these 
rascals  set  the  house  on  fire,  as  they  are  likVjo  do,  while 
you  are  parleying  from  the  window.  Ti)ey  nave  tlirown 
torches  or  fire-brands  into  the  hall ;  and  it  is  all  our 
friends  can  do  to  keep  the  flame  from  catching  the  wain- 
scotting  which  is  old  and  dry." 

"  Now,  may  heaven  judge  thee  for  thy  lightness  of 
spirit,"  answered  Bridgenorth  ;  ''  one  would  think  mis- 
chief was  so  properly  thy  element,  that  to  thee  it  wns  in- 
different whether  friend  or  foe  was  the  sufferer." 

So  saying,  he  ran  hastily  down  stairs  towards  the  hall, 
into  which,  through  broken  casements,  and  betwixt  the 
iron  bars,  which  prevented  human  entrance,  the  assailants 
had  thrust  lighted  straw,  sufUcient  to  excite  much  smoke 
and  some  fire,  and  to  throw  tiia  defenders  of  the  house 
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into  great  confusion  ;  iri?o!riiicii.  ihr.i  of  s^veni  sbois 
fired  hastily  from  the  windows,  little  or  no  diicaze  follow- 
ed to  the  besiegers,  who,  getting  warm  in  the  onset,  ai>- 
swered  the  hostile  charges  with  loud  shouts  of  *'  Peverii 
for  ever  !"  and  had  already  made  a  practicable  breach 
through  the  brick-wall  of  the  tenement,  through  which 
Lance,  Ditch|ey,  and  several  of  the  most  adreoturous 
among  their  followers,  made  their  way  into  the  hall. 

The  complete  capture  of  the  house  remained,  hower- 
er,  as  far  off  as  ever.  The  defendtrrs  mixed  with  much 
coolness  and  skill,  that  solemn  and  deep  spirit  of  enthu- 
siasm which  sets  life  at  less  than  nothing,  in  comparison 
to  real  or  supposed  duty.  From  the  half-opened  doors 
which  led  into  the  hall,  thev  maintained  a  fire  which  be- 
gan  to  grow  fatal.  One  miner  was  shot  dead  ;  three  or 
four  were  wounded  ;  and  Lance  scarce  knew  whether 
he  should  draw  his  forces  from  the  house,  and  leave  it 
a  prey  to  the  flames,  or,  making  a  desperate  attack  on 
the  posts  occupied  by  the  defenders,  try  to  obtain  unmo- 
lested possession  of  the  place.  At  this  moment  his 
course  of  conduct  was  determined  by  an  tmexpected  oc- 
currence, of  which  it  is  neccssnrv  to  trace  the  cause. 

Julian  Peveril  had  been,  like  otiicr  inhabitants  of  Moul- 
trasssie-Hall  on  that  momentous  night,  awakened  by  the 
report  of  the  sentinel's  musket,  followed  by  the  shouts  of 
bis  father's  vassals  and  followers ;  of  which  he  collected 
enough  to  guess  that  Bridgenortli's  house  wns  attacked 
with  a  view  to  his  liberation.  Verv  doubtful  of  the  issue 
of  such  an  attempt,  dizzy  with  the  slumber  from  which 
he  had  been  so  suddenly  awakened,  and  confounded  with 
the  rapid  succession  of  events  to  which  he  had  been  late- 
ly a  witness,  he  speedily  put  on  a  part  of  his  clothes,  and 
hastened  to  the  window  of  his  apartment.  From  this  he 
could  see  nothing  to  relieve  his  anxiety,  for  it  looked 
towards  a  quarter  different  from  that  on  w})ich  the  attack 
was  made.  He  attempted  his  door  ;  it  was  locked  on 
the  outside  ;  and  his  perplexity  and  anxiety  became  ex- 
treme, when  suddenly  tiie  lock  was  turned,  and  in  an 
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30  PEYEUL  OF  THE  FBAKk 

undress,  hastily  assumed  id  the  momeot  of  alamni  ber  har 
streaming  on  lier  shoulders,  her  eyes  gleaming  beiwiH 
fear  and  resolution,  Alice  Bridgenorth  rushed  into  hii 
apartment,  and  seized  his  hand  with  the  fervent  ezcbnt- 
tion,  "  Julian,  save  my  father !" 

The  light  which  she  bore  in  her  hand  served  to  dwir 
those  features  which  could  rarely  have  been  viewed  bf 
any  one  without  emotion,  but  which  bore  an  expresaoo 
irresistible  to  a  lover. 

'^  Alice,"  he  said,  ^<  what  means  this'?  What  is  the 
danger  ?    Where  is  your  father  ?" 

*'  Do  not  stay  to  question,"  she  answered  ;  '*  but  if 
you  would  save  him,  follow  me." 

At  the  same  time  she  led  the  way,  with  great  speedi 
half  way  down  the  turret  staircase  which  led  to  his  roooi, 
thence  turning  through  a  side  door,  along  a  long  galleryi 
to  a  larger  and  wider  stair,  at  the  bottom  of  wliich  stood 
her  father,  surrounded  by  four  or  five  of  his  friends,  scarce 
discernible  through  the  smoke  of  the  Gre  which  began  to 
take  hold  in  the  hall,  as  well  as  that  which  arose  firom 
the  repeated  discharge  of  their  own  firc-anns. 

Julian  saw  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost,  if  be 
meant  to  be  a  successful  mediator.  He  rushed  through 
Bridgenorth's  party  ere  they  were  aware  of  his  approach, 
and  throwing  himself  amongst  the  assailants,  who  occupi- 
ed the  hall  in  considerable  numbers,  he  assured  them  of 
his  personal  safely,  and  conjured  them  to  depart. 

^'  Not  without  a  few  more  slices  at  the  Rump,  mas- 
ter," answered  Lance.  "  I  am  principally  glad  to  see 
you  safe  and  well ;  but  here  is  Joe  Rimegap  shot  as  dead 
as  a  buck  in  season,  and  more  of  us  are  hurt ;  and  we'll 
have  revenge,  and  roast  the  Puritans  like  apples  for  lambs- 
wool  !" 

"  Then  you  shall  roast  me  along  with  them,"  said 
Julian  ;  "  for  I  vow  to  God,  1  will  not   leave  the  hall 
being  bound  by  parole  of  honour  to   abide  with   Major 
Bridgenorth  till  lawfully  dismissed." 

"  ^fow  out  on  you,  an  you  were  ten  times  a  Peveril !" 
«aid  Ditchley ;  "  to  give  so  many  honest  fellows  loss  and 
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labour  on  your  belialf,  and  to  sLow  tlicm  no  kinder  coun 
teDance. — I  say,  beat  up  the  fire,  ar.d  bum  all  tozetherl" 

"  Nay,  nay  ;  but  peace,  rny  mailers,  and  hearken  lo 
reason,"  said  Julian  ;  "  we  are  all  here  in  evil  condition, 
and  you  will  only  make  it  worse  by  contention.  Do  you 
help  to  put  out  diis  same  fire,  which  will  else  cost  os  all 
dear.  Keep  yourselves  under  arms.  Let  Af  aster  Bridge- 
north  and  me  settle  some  erounds  of  accommodation,  and 
I  tnist  all  will  be  favourably  made  up  on  both  sides ;  and 
if  not,  you  shall  have  my  consent  and  countenance  to 
fight  it  out ;  and  come  on  it  what  will,  I  will  never  forget 
this  night's  good  service." 

He  then  drew  Ditchley  and  I^ncc  Outram  aside,  while 
the  rest  stood  suspended  at  his  appearance  and  words, 
and  expressing  the  utmost  thanks  and  gratitude  for  what 
they  bad  already  done,  urged  them,  as  the  greatest  favour 
which  they  could  do  towards  him  and  his  fatlier's  liouse, 
to  permit  him  to  negotiate  the  terms  of  his  emancipation 
froin  thraldom  ;  at  the  same  time,  forcing  on  Ditchley  five 
or  six  gold  pieces,  that  the  brave  lads  of  Bonadventure 
Alight  drink  liis  health  ;  whilst  to  Lance  he  expressed  the 
warmest  sense  of  his  active  kindness,  but  protested  he 
could  only  consider  it  as  good  service  to  his  house,  if  lie 
was  allowed  to  manage  the  matter  after  his  own  fashion. 

**  Why,"  answered  Lance,  '*  I  am  well  out  on  it. 
Master  Julian  ;  for  it  is  matter  bevond  mv  masten'.  All 
that  I  stand  to  is,  that  I  will  see  you  safe  out  of  this  same 
Moultrassie-Hall ;  for  our  old  \aunt  Ellefimerc  will  else 
give  me  but  cold  comfort  when  I  conie  home.  Truth  is, 
I  began  unwillingly  ;  but  when  I  saw  the  poor  fellow  Joe 
shot  beside  me,  why,  1  thought  we  should  have  some 
amends.     But  I  put  it  all  in  your  honour^s  hands." 

During  this  colloquy  both  parlies  had  been  amicably 
employed  in  extinguishing  the  lire,  whir.h  niiirlit  otherwise 
have  been  fatal  to  all.  It  required  a  zf.r.fs.il  effort  to  get 
it  under  ;  and  both  parliei  Hjrreed  on  the  necessary  labour, 
with  as  much  unanimity,  as  if  tije  water  they  brought  in 
leathern  buckets  from  the  well  to  throw  upon  the  fire, 
bad  had  some  eflfect  in  slaking  their  mutual  hostility. 


While  the  fire  continued,  the  Itvo  parties  laboured 
aciive  union,  like  ilie  jarring  fuciions  of  ihe  Jews  duti , 
the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  when  compelled  to  unite  inr^ 
listing  an  assault  of  the  besiegers.  Bui  nhea  the  lif 
bucket  of  wnter  had  hissed  on  the  few  embers  that  coi- 
tinued  to  gliinmer — when  the  sense  of  mutual  bostili^i 
hitherto  suspendei!  by  a  feeling  of  common  danger,  m 
in  its  turn  rekindled — the  parties,  mingled  as  they  tod 
hitherto  been  in  one  common  exertion,  drew  off  fron 
each  other,  and  began  to  arrange  themselves  at  opposte 
tides  of  the  hall,  and  handle  their  weapons  as  if  for  t 
renewal  of  the  fight. 

Bridgenorth  interrupted  any  farther  progress  of  thii 
menaced  hostilit}'.  "  Julian  Peveri),"  he  said,  "  tbou  ait 
free  to  walk  thine  own  path,  since  thou  wilt  not  walk 
with  me  that  road  which  is  more  safe,  as  well  as  more 
honourable.  But  if  j-ou  do  by  my  counsel,  you  will  gel 
loon  bej-ond  the  British  seas." 

"  Ralph  Bridgenorth,"  said  one  of  his  friends,  "  thb 
is  but  evil  and  feeble  conduct  on  thine  own  part.  Wik 
thou  withhold  thy  hand  from  the  battle,  to  defend,  from 
these  sons  of  Bulial,  the  capiive  of  thy  bow  and  of  iby 
spear  ?  Surely  we  are  enow  to  deal  with  them  in  the  secu- 
rity of  our  good  old  cause;  nor  sliauld  we  part  wilh  this 
spawn  of  the  old  serpent,  until  we  essay  whether  tha 
Lord  will  not  ^ive  us  victory  therein." 

A  hum  of  stern  assent  followed  ;  and  had  not  Ganlesae 
now  interfered,  the  combat  would  probably  have  been  r^ 
Dewed.     He  took  llie  advocate  for  war  apart  into  one  of 
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tbe  window  recesses,  and  apparently  satisfied  liis  oljec- 

tions  ;  for  as  he  remrned  to  his  companions,  he  said  lo 

tlicm,  "  Our  friend  hath  so  well  arzucd  tliia  nrjiier,  thct, 

verily,  since  he  is  of  the  same  mind  with  the  worthy 

Major  Bridgenortb,  I  diink  the  youU)  may  be  set  at  lit>» 

eny." 

As  no  farther  objection  was  offered,  it  only  remained 
with  Julian  to  thank  and  reward  those  who  bad  beea 
ictive  in  his  assistance.  Having  first  obtained  from 
Bridgenorth  a  promise  of  indemnity  to  them  for  the  rioc 
they  had  committed,  a  few  kind  words  conreyed  his 
sense  of  their  services ;  and  some  broad  pieces,  thrust 
into  the  hand  of  Lance  Outram,  furnished  the  means  for 
affording  them  a  holiday.  They  would  have  remained 
to  protect  bim,  but  fearful  of  farther  disorder,  and  retyinc 
entirely  on  the  good  faith  of  Major  Bridgenorth,  he  dis- 
missed them  all  excepting  Lance,  whom  he  detained  to 
attend  upon  him  for  a  few  minutes,  till  he  should  depart 
from  Moultrassie.  But  ere  leaving  the  Hall,  he  could 
ix>t  repress  his  desire  to  speak  with  Bridgenorth  in  se- 
cret ;  and  advancing  towards  him  he  expressed  such  a 
desire. 

Tachly  granting  what  was  asked  of  him,  Bridzenorii 
led  the  way  to  a  small  summer  saloon  ady/minz  to  tLe 
Hall,  where,  with  his  usual  gratity  and  ir.d'ifferenre  of 
manner,  he  seemed  to  await  ui  silence  i^bat  Peveril  lud 
to  communicate. 

Julian  found  it  difficult,  where  so  little  openifijr  was 
afibrded  him,  to  find  a  tone  in  which  to  open  the  suLjects 
be  had  at  heart,  that  should  be  at  once  dignified  and  co!>- 
ciliating.      "  Major  Bridgenorth,"    he  iiid    at  knr.f., 

**  you  have  been  a  son  and  an  affectionate  one Von 

may  conceive  my  present  anxiety — My  father  ! — \\:m 
has  been  designed  for  him  ?" 

"  What  the  law  will,"  answered  Bridgenorth.  "  Had 
he  walked  by  the  counsels  which  1  procured  Ui  \jt:  eiverj 
to  bim,  he  might  have  dwelt  safely  in  the  hou:?<;  of  hii 
ancestors.     His  fate  is  now  beyond  my  control — far  Le* 
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yond  yours.     It  must  be  with  him  as  his  countiy  iui 
decide." 

"  And  mv  mother  ?"  said  Peveril. 

if 

"  Will  consult,  as  she  has  e\-cr  done,  her  own  doty; 
and  create  her  own  happiness  by  doing  so/'  repGed 
Bridgenorth.  "  Believe,  n)y  designs  towards  your  firm- 
ly are  better  than  tliey  may  seem  through  the  mist  which 
adversity  has  spread  around  your  house.  I  may  triumph 
as  a  man  ;  but  as  a  man  1  must  also  remember,  in  mj 
hour,  that  mine  enemies  have  had  theirs. — Haveyoa 
aught  else  to  sny  ?"  he  added,  after  a  momentary  pause. 
"  You  have  rejected  once,  yea  and  again,  the  band  I 
stretched  out  to  you.  Meihinks  little  more  remains  be- 
tween us." 

These  words,  which  seemed  to  cut  sliort  farther  dis- 
cussion, were  calmly  spoken ;    so  that  though  they  ip* 
peared  to  discourage  farther  question,  they  could  wA 
interrupt  that  which  still  treinbUHJ  on   Julian's  tongue. 
He  made  a  step  or  two  towards  the  door ;  then  suddenly 
returned.    "  Your  daughter  ?"   he  said — "  Major  Bridge- 
north — I  should  ask — I  do  ask  forgiveness  for  mentionii^ 
her  name — but  may  1  not  inquire  after  her  ? — May  I  ooC 
express  my  wishes  for  her  future  happiness  ?" 

"  Your  interest  in  her  is  hut  too  flattering,"  said  Bridge- 
north  ;  "  but  you  have  already  chosen  your  part ;  and 
you  must  be,  in  future,  strangers  to  each  other.  I  may 
have  wished  it  otherwise,  but  the  hour  of  grace  is  passed, 
during  which  your  compliance  with  my  advice  might — 
I  will  speak  it  plainly — have  led  to  your  union.  For  her 
happiness — if  such  a  word  belongs  to  a  mortal  pilgrimage 
— I  shall  care  for  it  sufficiently.  She  leaves  this  place 
to-day,  under  the  guardianship  of  a  sure  friend. 

"  Not  of ?"  exclaimed  Peveril,  and  stopped  short ; 

for  he  felt  he  had  no  right  to  pronounce  the  name  which 
came  to  his  lips. 

"  Wliy  do  you  pause?"  said  Britlgcnorth  ;  "  a  sudden 
thought  is  often  a  wise,  almost  always  an  honest  one. 
With  whom  did  you  suppose  I  meant  to  entrust  my  child, 
that  the  idea  called  forth  so  anxious  an  expression  ?** 
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"  Again  I  should  ask  your  forgiveness,"  said  Julian, 

**  for  meddling  where  I  have  little  right  to  interfere.     But 

1  saw  a  face  here  that  is  known  to  me — The  person  calls 

himself  Gaulesse — Is  it  witii  him  tliat  you  mean  to  entrust 

your  daughter  ?" 

*'  Even  to  the  person  who  calls  himself  Ganlesse,"  said 
Bridgenortb,  without  expressing  either  anger  or  surprise. 

**  And  do  you  know  to  whom  you  commit  a  charge  so 
precious  to  all  who  know  her,  and  so  dear  to  yourself  ?" 
said  Julian. 

'^  Do  you  know,  who  ask  me  the  question  ?"  answered 
Bridgenorth. 

*^  I  own  I  do  not,"  answered  Julian  ;  **  but  I  have  seen 
him  in  a  character  so  different  from  what  he  now  wears, 
that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  warn  you,  how  you  entrust  the 
charge  of  your  child  to  one  who  can  alternately  play  the 

£rofligate  or  the  hypocrite,  as  it  suits  his  own  interest  or 
amour." 
Bridgenorth  smiled  contemptuously.  '^  1  might  be  an- 
gry," he  said,  *'  with  the  ofBcious  zeal  which  supposes 
that  its  green  conceptions  can  instruct  my  grey  hairs ;  but, 
good  Julian,  I  do  but  only  ask  from  you  the  liberal  con- 
struction, that  I,  who  have  had  much  converse  with  man- 
kind, know  with  whom  I  trust  what  is  dearest  to  me.  He 
of  whom  thou  speakest,  hath  one  visage  to  his  friends, 
though  he  may  have  others  to  the  world,  living  amongst 
those  before  whom  honest  features  should  be  concealed 
under  a  grotesque  vizard  ;  even  as  in  the  sinful  sports  of 
the  day,  called  maskings  and  mummeries,  where  the  wise, 
if  be  show  himself  at  all,  must  be  contented  to  play  tho 
apish  and  fantastic  fool.". 

**  I  would  only  pray  your  wisdom  to  beware,"  said  Ju- 
lian, "  of  one,  who,  as  he  has  a  vizard  for  others,  may 
also  have  one  which  can  disguise  his  real  features  from 
you  yourself." 

"  This  is  being  over  careful,  young  man,"  replied 
Bridgenorth,  more  shortly  than  he  had  hitherto  spoken  ; 
^  if  you  would  walk  by  my  counsel,  you  wUl  attend  to 
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your  own  afTairs,  vvhichi  credit  mc,  deserve  all  yoar  cue, 
and  leave  oihers  to  the  management  of  theirs." 

This  was  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood  ;  and  Pefcril 
was  compelled  to  take  his  leave  of  Bridgenortli,  and  d 
Moultrassie-Hall,  without  farther  parley  or  explaaatioB. 
Tlie  reader  may  imagine  how  oft  he  looked  back,  and 
tried  to  guess,  amongst  the  lights  which  continued  to  tWB- 
kle  in  various  parts  of  the  building,  which  sparkle  it  wii 
that  gleamed  from  the  bower  of  Alice.  When  tbe  raid 
turned  into  another  direction,  he  sunk  into  a  deep  reverie^ 
from  which  he  was  at  length  roused  by  the  voice  of  Lance, 
who  demanded  where  he  intended  to  quarter  for  tbeoigh. 
He  was  unprepared  to  answer  the  question,  but  the  honeH 
keeper  himself  prompted  a  solution  of  tlie  problem,  bj 
requesting  that  he  would  occupy  a  spare  bed  in  the  Lodge; 
to  which  Julian  wilhngly  agreed.  The  rest  of  the  ininlh 
itants  had  retired  to  rest  when  they  entered  ;  but  Dame  j 
Ellcsmdre,  apprized  by  a  messenger  of  her  nephew's  bof*  j 
pitahle  intent,  had  everything  in  the  best  readiness  she  | 
could,  for  the  son  of  iicr  ancient  patron.  Peveril  betook  i 
himself  to  rest ;  and,  notwitiistanding  so  many  subjects  of 
anxiety,  slept  soundly  till  the  morning  was  far  advanced. 

His  slumbers  were  first  broken  by  I^ance,  who  had  bees 
long  up,  and  already  active  in  his  service.  He  inforiDed 
him,  that  his  horse,  arms,  and  small  cloak-bag,  had  beei 
sent  from  the  Castle  by  one  of  Major  Bridgenortb's  ser- 
vants, who  brought  a  letter,  discharging  from  the  Major's 
service  the  unfortunate  Deborah  Uebbitch,  and  proliibitiog 
her  return  to  the  Hall.  The  officer  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, escorted  by  a  strong  guard,  had  left  Martindale 
Castle  that  morning  early,  travelling  in  Sir  Geoffrey's  ca^ 
riage — his  lady  being  also  permitted  to  attend  on  him. 
To  this  he  had  to  add,  that  the  property  at  the  Castle  wis 
taken  possession  of  by  Master  Win-the-Fight,  the  ttto^ 
ney,  from  Chesterfield,  with  other  officers  of  law,  in  niiM 
of  Major  Bridgenorth,  a  large  creditor  of  the  unfortunatt 
knight. 

Having  told  these  Job's  tidings.  Lance  paused ;  and 
after  a  mosneni's  hesitation,  declared  he  was  resolved  to 
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qnit  tlie  country,  and  go  up  to  London  along  with  his  young 
muter.  Julian  argued  the  point  wiih  liini ;  and  insisted 
be  had  better  stay  to  take  charge  of  tiis  aunt,  in  case  she 
■hould  be  disturbed  by  these  strangers.  Lance  replied, 
**  Sbe  would  have  one  with  her,  who  would  protect  her 
veil  enough ;  for  there  was  wherewithal  to  buy  protection 
inongstthem.  But  for  himself,  he  was  resolved  to  follow 
Uider  Julian  to  the  death." 

Julian  heartily  thanked  him  for  his  love. 

"  Nay,  ii  is  not  altogether  out  of  love  neither,"  said 
LiDce,  "  though  I  am  as  loving  as  another  ;  but  il  is,  aa 
it  were,  partly  out  of  fear  lest  1  be  called  over  the  coals 
hi  last  night's  matter  ;  for,  as  for  the  miners,  they  will 
Krer  trouble  them,  as  the  creatures  only  act  after  their 
lind." 

"  1  will  write  in  your  behalf  to  Major  Bridgenorth,  who 
iibcnindto  afford  you  protection,  if  you  have  such  fear," 
wid  Julian. 

"  Nay,  for  that  matter,  it  is  not  altogether  fear,  more 
ftlD  altogether  love,"  answered  the  enigmatical  keeper  ; 
"  lllhough  it  hath  a  tasting  of  both  in  it.  And,  to  speak 
pliin  trutli,  thus  it  is — Dame  Debbitch  and  Naunt  Elles- 
"Mrehave  resolved  to  set  up  tlieir  horses  together,  and 
"•rt  made  up  all  their  quarrels.  And  of  alt  ghosts  in  the 
*oi\i,  Uie  worst  is,  when  an  old  trne-love  comes  back  to 
■•Minta  poor  fellow  like  me.  Mislress  Dcbornli,  though 
"Sressed  enow  for  the  loss  of  her  place,  has  been  already 
^king  of  a  broken  sixpence,  or  some  such  token,  as  if 
I  Uaa  could  remember  such  things  for  so  many  years, 
WW  if  she  had  not  gone  over  seas,  like  a  woodcock,  in 
'lie  meanwhile." 

JuEan  could  scarce  forbear  laughing.  "  I  thought  you 
•w  onich  of  a  man,  Lance,  to  fear  a  woman  marrying 
J<n  whether  you  would  or  no." 

"  It  has  been  many  an  honest  man's  luck,  for  all  that," 
nid  Lance^  "  and  a  woman  in  the  very  house  has  so 
iDiny  deuced  opportunities.  And  then  there  would  be 
Itroupon  o'ne  ;  fpr  Nuuut,  though  high  enough  when  any 
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of  ifour  folks  arc  concRmed,  hall)  some  look  toihe  mu 
chance  ;  and  it  seems  Mistress  Deb  is  03  rich  as  ■  Jvw' 

"  And  you,  Lance,"  said  Julian,  "  have  no  miodio 
marry  for  cake  and  pudding?" 

"  No,  Iruly,  Master,"  answered  Lance,  "  unlesi  be« 
of  what  ilouf^h  they  \*-ere  bukcd.  How  the  deril  ia  1 
know  how  the  jade  canic  by  so  much  }  And  then  if  ibt 
speaks  of  tokens  and  love-|)assage<;,  let  her  be  the  sum 
tight  lass  Hiroke  the  sixpence  with,  and  I  will  be  thesoa 
true  lad  to  her.  But  1  never  heard  of  true  love  Using 
ten  years  ;  and  hers,  if  it  hves  at  all,  must  be  oeiRi 
twenty," 

"  Well,  then,  Lance,"  said  JuUan,  "  since  you  are  re- 
solved on  the  thing,  we  will  go  to  London  togctbei ; 
where,  if  1  cannot  retain  you  in  my  service,  and  if  nf 
father  recovers  not  these  misfortunes,  I  will  endeavour  to 
promote  you  elsewlierc." 

"  Nay,  luiy,"  saiii  Lanco,  "  I  trust  to  be  back  toboanj 
Martindale  bcfure  it  Is  lung,  and  to  keep  the  greenwood, 
as  1  have  been  wont  to  do  ;  for,  as  to  Daioe  Debbiwh, 
when  they  have  nol  me  fur  their  common  butt,  Kauntuid 
she  will  soon  bend  bows  on  each  other.'  So  here  comn 
old  Daino  Eilcsrnere  with  your  breakfast.  1  will  but  gin 
some  directions  about  the  deer  to  Rough  Ralph,  my  helper, 
and  saddle  my  forest  pony,  and  yonr  honour's  horse, 
which  is  no  prime  one,  and  we  will  be  ready  to  trot." 

Julian  was  not  sorry  for  this  addition  <o  his  establish- 
ment ;  for  I^nce  had  shown  himself,  on  the  preceding 
evening,  a  shrewd  and  bold  fellow,  and  attached  to  bit 
master.  He  therefore  set  himself  to  reconcile  his  aunt  to 
parting  with  her  nephew  for  some  time.  Her  unllmitnl 
devotion  for  "  llie  family,"  readily  induced  the  old  lidy 
to  acquiesce  In  his  proposal,  though  not  nitliout  a  geaite 
sigh  over  the  ruins  of  a  castlu  in  the  air,  which  was  found- 
ed on  the  well-saved  purse  of  Mistress  Deborah  Debbitch. 
"  At  any  rate,"  she  thouglii,  *'  it  was  as  well  that  Lance 
should  be  out  of  the  way  of  that  bold,  long-legged,  beg- 
garly trollop,  Cis  Sellok."  But  to  poor  Deb  faerself,  tb« 
expatriation  of  Lance,  whom  she  bad  looked  to  is  a  sukx 
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to  a  port  under  ik  lee.  ijt  -m^nn-'i  i»r  rui  nc.  r 
becomes  foal,  was  s  st^rioi  s-f-r--  :«:7.  fijIii^F-nir  ---y-d 
on  her  dismissal  from  zzrt  rridu-iut  ifir~i;r*  it  lu^^cr 
Bridgenortb. 

Julian risited  ihe  d'^c-zhziizf  iLHr-r.  r.  :»:  :»»-t  :»' Tii::- 
ing  some  lisht  uj»i3  Bnirfi :«:"_:"•  :•:: --r^  -vr.-'ii.i^  ns 
daughter — ihe cliaricier  ::'ii-r  GL:_n=r — lii  ir;,^-  nai- 
ters,  with  which  htr  reii-r—t  _i  ti-T  :i.:i-I ;  iii:ri:  xat* 
made  her  acquaiaiec  :  b-.:  i-r  r'-.i^i-:  ih^*  17  iu  ".:•:  nxiTo. 
troubled  in  mind  10  s5:«r:  :_lr.  u-r  .•^ik  :i  'r.cznizrjz.  Tia 
name  of  Ganlesse  sL-e  cl-i  i/:c  h-tji  1:  :r:  :le:': — ^.:;h:  ic' 
Alice  rendered  her  hj^tr.cL — zsilz  :•:'  S-. :  rt^n^'.:.  iir- 
ous.  She  numbered  -.Zf  ti-r  rir'ii'^r  rcrTji:i^  ii,*  i;u:  rtfi- 
dered  in  ihe  familr — and  c^^zji*  ::«:t-:  -.le  ;t.sr:»t  :r  rr  sr:- 
ness  to  the  Hoen— of  leanr^i*  ::•  11^  :•:•:  t- — :r  L-i-L-.i 
and  dishonour  to  the  bc-sciT*: -_i — iz-z  :'*  I::rtr:nr 
sickness  and  earlv  ce^'.h  zz  \':r  : — l1  ti..ii  ►■!:-  ii* 
averred,  bad  onlv  bee::  ke::  '.rT  *-•  1-="  ::■:-.: .-.:  thh- 
ful,  and  incessant  cares. — T.-ri  ir-  1  "-t  -r  .:  u-t  ?-:- 
ject  of  the  fugitive  Lsr.ce.  rj.c  -rii-rTirr:  -jii  i -.ici. 
contempt  of  that  mean-spir:-.-:  .*-.  '.-.  \  i  •-:•?..=  ir:z-rr^^ 
laughing  and  cryinz.  as  saii^iir';  J-.  z\  .:  ~i£  :  :r  i  -..; .: 
likely  to  act  as  a  sedative  ;  ar.-:  *-.=:.  1-. -:•;'-. -t.  .•  rn  i-^ 
made  a  longer  stav  than  the  'jrrc'*.  ris'.-r  .:' :.  ;  i5-.  -i  :r-- 
mitted,  he  was  not  likt.-lv  to  !:..-:  M!?:."tr-  D-:. ::-. .  -.?.::. 
a  State  of  composure  c>  mii-l.t  e ---•.'•;  :..:^  ::  z.:\  z  Isz'^ 
her  any  rational  or  usefitl  iiiror:.::'-'.. 

Lance,  who  good-naitjrv'::y  yy.r:  '^:.r-  :.;-=:.:■  -j.e 
whole  burden  of  Dame  Dt-:/:i::c[/s  :r,f-:.::/.  '-.!■>'. iv'-.r.  -_- 
"  taking  on,*'  as  such  fiis  of  paaio  h^*:*rira  yz^i  ii^^'.w 
termed  in  the  country,  had  too  rn'ich  let!i-.z  10  ::-r-e:.: 
himself  before  the  victim  of  her  own  se:i5i^:;!:v,  &r*d  cf 
his  obduracy.  He  llierefore  iniiinjted  i:*  J^ilizn,  by  his 
assistant  Ralph,  that  the  horses  stood  saddled  behind  the 
Lodge,  and  that  all  was  ready  for  ilieir  departure. 

Julian  took  the  hint,  and  thev  were  soon  mounted,  and 
clearing  the  road,  at  a  rapid  trot,  in  the  direction  of  Lon- 
don ;  but  not  by  the  most  iisnal  route.  Julian  calculated 
that  the  carriage  in  wliicli  iiis  latiier  was  transported  would 


rcsiiiig-pi<ic«  i[i  u  small  inn  upon  me  roao.  j 
at  the  first  call,  to  attend  upon  ibe  guests  ant 
althougli  ilie  house  was  well  lighted  up  ;  an< 
prodigious  chattering  in  the  kiichen,  such  a 
produced  by  a  French  cook,  when  his  my: 
very  momeui  of  projection.  It  instantly  oci 
liao — so  rare  was  the  ministry  of  these  Gi 
ihatltme — that  the  clamour  be  heard  must  ( 
produced  by  the  Sieur  Chaubert,  on  whose 
lately  feasted,  along  with  Smith  aud  Ganlei 

One,  or  both  of  these,  were  therefore  pr 
little  inn  ;  and  if  so,  he  might  have  some  c 
discover  their  real  purpose  and  character, 
himself  of  such  a  meeting,  he   knew   oot  : 
favoured  him  more  tlian  he  could  have  expi 

"  I  can  scarce  receive  you,  gentlefolks,"  ! 
lord,  who  at  length  appeared  at  the  door  ; 
sort  of  quality  in  my  house  to-night,  wIioit 
vill  not  satisfy  ;  nor  all  neither,  for  that  ma 

"  We  are  but  plain  fellows,  landlord," 
"  we  are  bound  for  Mose ley- market,  and  ci 
iher  to-night.     Any  hole  will  serve  us,  no  ( 

"  Why,"  said  the  honest  host,  "  if  that  1 
must  e'en  put  one  of  you  behind  the  bar,  the 
tlemea  have  desired  to  be  private  ;  the  otb 
heart  of  erace,  and  helo  me  at  the  tao." 


The  exchacse  w4»  :ii:»  !:  i;  r-sun: :  lii:  tt**?:;:- 
iltenrards  the  hEcJ^c;  i-r:.-ri- 1  ;.;  ii: :  l:i1  i:±  Js  ru.o~: 
Julian  iDlo  bis  hoacby,  dn-tc-r;  :.:=  't:  =r  ainH-  n  tui 
place  where  he  shry..:  K.:»  :.  _  ;  J-i-;  :  iti  't;  :L=t:-.'-- 
ered,  to  say  thai  be  wis  :■:»  :' "■:  i:--H-  i^'-  tir-i  :.i:i 
to  make  it  Eood.  "Yj-=  -  L-m -'-='.  -•-.  :i-.i.:r^  s; 
he  added  ;" "  but  I  tl::£  : ml.,  vl-  il-—  ivj-  :.,-  l-rt 
on  it ;  for  when  ii  is  :.:■:  T'tz-:--  '.  j  ::<_-.  f.:i;K;-.=i 
ud  (bat  is  as  hare  so  c--r^_-.  =," 

The  bar,  ir.io  which  ■:.:  L-.r.  -au  :zr. :••-■-.  :ii  -oirat 
eoodiiions,  seemed  f^rn^^e;.  -.i^  ri-?:*^-:-  v.  ui  ;i-:.ii: 
rooin,  upon  ibe  princijle  ::'i  :.-::i_  :i-,'^it-:  iv  x^-^t 
and  bridle  a  rebei'io'jf  <:;->.il.  Hiri  it:  Vji  iii-=-  j;  iirt 
Saturday  erenins^.  rcre'.isc  :"■:-  'i-i  :':-i^-'T.'ii:  :■'  i.z 
guests,  yet  with  the  pcwe.-  ".:'  -•'■ar'  ::  •.o-i  -.;•*•  tl:'j 
and  their  bebaTiour.  eTi-''  L?:  ;:i:  ■.:*  '.■-■i-w-rr  .:*.• 
conversation — a  practice  ■a;.'::,  it  -;•  ti.  :i ; : :  -;.r-: 
being  one  of  that  n-jrr:e.— .■;=  :  ;;;  ::  :i  ir. :-■;.:-.:  ■.-. 
whom  their  neidibo'^.-'i  l  ,■■  - ;;?  ;  -..'  i=  ~.-.i  ■.--.:«- 
quence,  or  raihc-r  more.  ".Li-  :it.:  .~t. 

Here  he  planted  hia  r,=»E  :i-'..-.-_-_  \  r-::-:'.-^:  :i -.-,>-. 
not  to  disturb  the  eent^eme^  ;;.  spte.:-,  -■:  "-:-.-.r  :  i-.i  i 
promise  that  he  should  be  ';*r:;.v  -,;:  .i-'  -■  •-  \ 
cold  buttock  of  beef,  ar..'*  a  :i,-,i;i--ri  -.:'  -.-.=:.-..•-:■':. 
And  here  he  left  him,  with  r.o-'.r.e:  .\:  ■"-:-:■.■.■-  <■.;. 
glimmered  from  the  we':;-:-l-:-L;-s"-v:  =.; -.-.:;-i-!  -■--_-.. 
through  a  sort  of  shuttle  wijjtii  i':z-,:m.-jii'-r:i  -J-i  .ii-j- 
lord  with  a  view  into  it. 

This  siluaiioD,  inccinve:::^r.l  t„- -;':.  '.:  .:•':'.■',  :•:■.•.  -.u 
the  present  occasion,  prec'^iciy  n:,b:  J...^;.  'A'j..:  :.^ve 
■elected.  He  wrapped  iiira:eif  in  lie  -^e^iL^r-rjij-en 
cloak  of  Lance  Outram,  uhjcii  liaii  bco.n  ^u'.'.^"..  '-.;-  -;:e 
and  climate,  into  a  thrjusinr!  vsriaii-.:.?  r,i  irs  o;!;.- =;  1,.:.- 
coln  green  ;  and  with  as  little  Ti-iU  •  '■^-  i.e  ':y.'.  i.  v;*.  ;.i^'i- 
self  to  observe  the  two  iniii^;- -,  niiO  ;.-. ;  ■■..;;:'^,--v';  lo 
themseUi'S  the  uholu  i>f  ilit  :'|'.:it:r.'.[.i.  Kiiitb  vis  ii:'::.!iy 
open  to  ilie  public.  Tin  y  >.ii  '■  y  [i  mI.I  ■.  well  covered 
witli  such  costly  rarities,  as  could  only  have  Ulcu  jirocur- 
4*     vol..  II. 
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ed  by  much  forecast,  and  prepared  by  the  exquisite  Ifaik 
Chaubert ;  to  whicii  both  seemed  to  do  much  jusiioe. 

Juliaa  had  little  difficulty  in  ascertaining,  that  cue  of  da 
travellers  was,  as  he  had  anticipated,  the  master  of  da 
said  Chaubert,  or,  as  he  was  called  by  Ganlesse,  Smidi ; 
the  other,  who  faced  him,  he  had  never  seen  before.  Tin 
last  was  dressed  like  a  gallant  of  die  first  order.  His  peri- 
wig, indeed,  as  he  travelled  on  horseback,  did  not  ffluck 
exceed  in  size  the  bar-wig  of  a  modern  lawyer;  but  dm 
the  essence  which  he  shook  from  it  witli  every  motioo, 
impregnated  a  whole  apartment,  which  was  usually  cttj 
perfumed  by  that  vulgar  herb,  tobacco.  His  ridiDg-oni 
was  laced  in  the  newest  and  mosi  courtly  style ;  aid 
Grammont  himself  might  have  envied  tiic  embroideiyof 
bis  waistcoat,  and  the  peculiar  cut  of  bis  breeches,  whiek 
buttoned  above  the  knee,  permitting  the  shape  of  a  toj 
handsome  leg  to  be  completely  seen.  This,  by  the  pn^ 
prietor  thereof,  had  been  stretched  out  upon  a  stool,  aod 
he  contemplated  its  proportions,  from  time  to  time,  iritii 
infinite  satisfaction. 

The  conversation  between  these  worthies  was  so  inte^ 
esting,  that  we  propose  to  assign  to  it  anotlier  chapter. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

——This  it  some  creature  of  the  elements. 

Most  like  your  sea-gull.    He  can  vkbeel  and  whistle 

His  screaming  song,  e'en  wlnm  the  storm  is  loudest — 

Take  for  his  sbcctud  couch  the  rc&tless  f«)am 

Of  the  wild  wave-crofci—slumlior  in  the  calm, 

And  dally  with  the  storm.     Vot  'tis  a  gull, 

An  arrant  gull,  with  all  this. 

Tiu  Chie/iain. 

"  And  here  is  to  thee,"  said  the  fashionable  gallant 
whom  we  have  described,  "  honest  Tom  ;  and  a  cup  of 
welcome  to  thee  out  of  Lobby-land.      Why,  thou  hist 
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been  so  long  ia  the  couatiy,  ifaat  ilwu  hast  ^  i  1.;j-^>'t 
ckxi-compellmg  sort  of  kwk  thyseir.  Tli^t  e'^?  i:c£*ct 
fit!  thefi  as  if  it  were  tliioe  resened  S.i^<:i;.'i  i:^*^- ; 
md  the  points  seem  as  if  they  were  suy-lices  brc^pi  i~j 
tby  true-love  Maijarj-.  I  marvel  tLou  ciiK  iLl  :t£di  s 
ra^ut.  Methinks  now,  to  a  s'^m^ch  i^.:^.i  —  kjii  a. 
Jacket,  eggs  and  bacon  were  a  diet  tr.cre  c-^i>ir:L^.~ 
'  "  Rally  away,  my  good  brd,  wtiie  w  ;i  liji=.~  i::i-i: ;  •*:: 
Ilia  companioa  j  "  yours  is  not  iLe  >:;«  jf  i::l.'::>^^H'1 
which  will  bear  much  expeDditure.  Or  r^tr.  :s-  =:« 
news  frara  Court, since  we  have  ciet  »:>  s.f-r.tr..zti  j." 

■*  You  would  have  a^ked  me  liicse  as  u>iz  ii—~  sJi 
die  lord,  "  had  not  your  very  «ul  bee-  ^;«  CiA.MrSi 
covered  dishes.  \  ou  remembered  KiiLz'i  i£Lc!  «H 
keep  cool,  aod  tntrtmtlt  inuit  be  e^U:-^  ij..'.~ 

"  Not  so,  my  lord  ;  I  or.!;  k^pt  '.„::.-j,'-j-_  vJ*  ^  ■ .'.? 
ilia t  eaves-dropping  ra^al  of  a  iar.c'j.'i  sLi  .r.  'jli!.  rxa  : 
•0  that,  now  the  coast  is  clear  occe  i^'-^a,  1  -.nj  i  v.  ri 
newsfromCouri." 

"  The  Plot  is  non-Euiied,"  ar-nv^.-td  -^  -.rjr.Tl£s — 
"  Sir  George  Wakeman  acijuitted^— •,!*  ^.■^mf:i  ijerni- 
ited  by  the  jury— Scrozji,  wbo  niied  ^  -jui  iuit,  .i 
now  ranting  on  t'other." 

"  Rat  the  Plot,  Wakeman,  «;-j:e»s«.  Pi^-r.t  iziz  P-> 
tesiaiits,  all  toceiher  !  Do  you  ij.i-.ii  I  r.i-i  y.t  bj-.:  -jtiSi*, 
Bi  that  ? — Till  die  Plot  conies  up  v.*  yi.v.'i  -.v.i.-vA^. 
and  gets  possession  of  old  Row'.st's  d-  -.-.rr  .--kj-j:  ,  1 
care  not  a  farthins  wlio  beSitvta  or  i.'.vjfi.-^-.'zi..  1  ial; 
by  him  will  bear  mc  o<Jt.'' 

"  Well,  then,"  said  my  lord,  "  t:^  r.ti:  i,h-9 1  .i  Ky-ir- 
ester's  disgrace." 

"  Disgraced  !— How,  and  f',r  »':.<•.?  Ti^  "-'jr,..-j  ! 
came  off,  be  stood  ai  fiir  s;  Lry  -■.-;." 

"  That's  over — the  e:i;:Ej  r,\'-;i  ■.r-,-;-';-.  ■  •  -.-,-  t :-  ; 

now  he  may  write  Oiit  f J.- :."-->■.■■:.  C.--.  :..-..■.  .■..-   ■ 
dead  and  biiri<;'!.'' 

"  The  eiiitajiii  !''  t\.- :.-;■:  '.  T-. :.  :--■.;..!■  ;..  -.t 
when  il  was  made  ;!;:.  i  >.  ;■.  ■ -.  .  :.:■-.■  ti-.  ■...■;-■.  ^w. 
jest  with  him  whom  it  was  t-..'.-^':  ~/^:.." 
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*'  Ay,  so  it  did  among  ourselves,"  answc 
panioo  }  "  but  it  got  abroad,  and  had  a  mo 
race.  It  was  in  every  coffee-house,  aod 
diurnals.  Grammont  translated  it  into  Fren 
there  isroo  laughing  at  so  sharp  a  jest,  when 
into  your  ears  on  all  sides.  So,  disgraced  is 
and  but  for  his  Grace  of  Buckingham,  theCo 
as  dull  as  my  Lord  Chancellor's  wig." 

"  Or  as  the  head  it  covers. — WeU,  my  loi 
at  Court,  there  is  the  more  room  for  those  tb; 
there.  But  there  are  two  main-strings  of  £ 
fiddle  broken — the  Popish  Plot  fallen  into  dis 
Rochester  disgraced.  Changeful  times — B 
the  little  man  who  shall  mend  them." 

**  I  apprehend  you,"  replied  his  Lordship ; 
your  health  with  my  love.  Trust  me,  my  loi 
and  longs  for  you.  Nay,  I  have  done  you  i 
your  leave,  the  cup  is  with  me.  Here  is  t 
Grace  of  Bucks." 

"  As  blithe  a  peer,"  said  Smith,  "  as  ever 
to  day.      Nay,  it  shall  be  an  overflowing  bui 
will ;  and  I  will  drink  it  super  naculum. — Am 
the  great  Madam  ?"^ 

"  Stoutly  against  all  change,"  answered 
**  Little  Anthonjr^can  make  nought  of  her." 

"  Then  he  shall  bring  her  influence  to  noi 
in  thmeear.  Thou  knowest — "  (herehe  whis^ 
that  Julian  could  not  catch  the  sound.) 

"  Know  him  ?"  answered  the  other — "  Ki 
the  Island  ? — To  be  sure  I  do." 

"  He  is  the  man  that  shall  knot  the  great  f 
that  have  snapped.  Say  I  told  you  so  ;  and 
give  thee  his  health." 

"  And  thereupon  I  pledge  thee,"  said  the  } 
man,  "  which  on  any  other  areiimcnt  I  were  k 
thinking  of  Ned  as  somewhat  the  cut  of  a  vii 

"  Granted,  man — granted,"  said  the  other 
thorough-paced   rascal  ;  but  able,  my  lord,  8 
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ce&sary  ;  and,  in  itiis  plan,  indispensable.  PsliQW  !— 
This  cliampngne  turns  stronger  us  it  gets  older,  I  think." 
*'  Hark,  mine  honest  Aillnw,"  said  the  courtier  ;  "  I 
vould  thou  wouldst  give  me  some  item  of  ail  tliis  mystery. 
Tliou  hast  tl,  I  know  ;  for  whom  do  men  entrust  but 
Iriisiy  Cliifiincli  >" 

"  li  is  your  pleasure  to  say  so,  my  lord,"  answered 
Sniiih,  (wliom  we  shall  hereafter  call  by  liis  real  name  of 
ChiSiQch,)  with  much  drunken  gravity,  for  his  speech  had 
become  a  Uttle  altered  by  his  copious  libations  in  the 
course  oftlie  evening, — "  few  men  know  more,  or  say  less, 
than  [  do ;  and  it  well  becomes  my  station.  Conticuere 
MMi,  as  the  grammar  bath  it — all  men  should  learn  to 
i)old  their  tongue." 

"  Except  with  a  friend,  Tom — except  with  a-  friend. 
TIiou  wilt  never  be  such  a  dog-bo!t  as  to  refuse  a  hint 
lo  a  friend?  Come,  you  get  too  wise  and  statesman- 
like for  your  of&ce — The  ligatures  of  thy  most  peasantly 
jacket  there  are  like  to  burst  with  thy  secret.  Come, 
>^ndo  a  button,  man  ;  it  is  for  the  health  of  thy  constitii- 
iion— Let  out  a  reef ;  and  let  Uiy  chosen  friend  know 
^'haiis  meditating.  Tliou  knowcst  I  am  as  true  as  thy- 
**^Jr  lo  little  Anthony,  if  he  can  but  get  uppermost." 

**If,  thou  lordly  infidel !"  said  CbiSincb — "  talk'st  thou 
JjJ  rue  of  j/i  ? — There  is  neither  t^  nor  and  in  the  matter. 
J  i>e  great  Madam  shall  be  pulled  a  peg  down — the  great 
l^'tii  screwed  a  peg  or  two  up.  Thou  knowest  Ned? — 
"*^nestNed  had  a  brother's  death  to  revenge." 

*  *  I  have  heard  so,"  said  the  nobleman, ;  "  and  that  his 
P<^  "-severing  resentment  of  that  injury  was  one  of  the  few 
P^^'ails  which  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  beatbenisfa  virtue  in 
hi  I  a,  >• 

_* '  Well,"  continued  Chiflincli,  "  in  manoeuvering  to 
■ng  about  this  revenge,  which  he  hath  laboured  at  many 
*    *iay,  he  hath  discovered  a  treasure." 

*'  What  1 — In  tJie  Isle  of  Man  ?"  said  his  companion. 

*'  Assure  yourself  of  it. — Slie  is  a  creature  so  lovely, 

"^4t  tlie  needs  but  be  seen  to  put  down  every  one  of  the 
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favourites,  from  Portsmouth  and  Clevefamd  down  to  te 
three-penny  baggage,  Mistress  Nelljr.** 

"  By  ray  word,  Chiffinch,**  said  my  Lord,  **  that  b  i 
reinforcement  after  the  fashion  of  thine  own  best  tactics. 
But  bethink  thee,  man  !  To  make  such  a  conijuest,  there 
wants  more  than  a  cherry-cheek  and  a  bright  eye — there 
must  be  wit — wit,  man,  and  manners,  and  a  little  sense 
besides,  to  keep  influence  when  it  is  gotten.** 

^^  Pshaw !  will  you  tell  me  what  goes  to  this  vocatioo  f 
said  Chiffinch.  *<  Here,  pledge  me  her  heahh  m  a  brim- 
mer.— Nay,  you  shall  do  it  on  knees  too. — ^Never  such  a 
triumphant  beauty  was  seen — ^I  went  to  church  on  purpose, 
for  the  first  time  these  ten  years — ^Yet  I  lie,  it  was  not  to 
church  neither — it  was  to  chapel." 

*'  To  chapel  ! — What  the  devil,  b  she  a  Puritan  T 
exclaimed  the  other  courtier. 

'^  To  be  sure  she  is.  Do  you  think  I  would  be  acces- 
sary to  bringing  a  Papist  into  favour  in  these  times,  when, 
as  my  good  Lord  said  in  the  House,  there  should  not  be 
a  Popish  man-servant,  nor  a  Popish  maid-servant,  not  so 
much  as  dog  or  cat,  left  to  bark  or  mew  about  the  Kingly 

**  But  consider,  Chiffie,  the  dislikelilxxxl  of  her  pleas- 
ing," said  tlie  noble  courtier. — "  What !  old  Rowley,  with 
his  wit,  and  love  of  wit — ^his  wildness,  and  k>ve  of  wild- 
ncss — he  fonn  a  league  with  a  silly,  scrupulous,  unidea'd 
Puritan  \ — Not  if  she  were  Venus.'* 

"  Tliou  knowest  nought  of  the  matter,**  answered  Chif- 
finch. ^' }  tell  thee,  the  fine  contrast  between  the  seem- 
ing saint  and  falling  sinner  will  give  zest  to  the  old  gen- 
tleman's inclinations.  If  I  do  not  know  him,  who  does? 
— Her  health,  my  lord,  on  your  bare  knee,  as  you  would 
live  to  be  of  the  bed-chamber!" 

"  I  pledge  you  most  devoutly,**  answered  his  friend. 
"  But  you  have  not  told  me  how  the  acquaintance  is  to  be 
made  ;  for  you  cannot,  1  think,  carry  her  to  Whitehall.** 

"  Aha,  my  dear  lord,  you  would  have  the  whole  secret ! 
but  that  1  cannot  afford — I  can  spare  a  friend  a  peep  at 
my  ends,  but  no  one  must  look  on  the  means  by  which 
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they  tre  achieved." — So  sayingi  be  shook  his  dmnkea 
head  most  wisely. 

The  Tillaoous  design  whicli  this  discourse  tioplied,  and 
which  his  heart  told  him  was  designed  against  Alice 
Bridgenorth,  stirred  Julian  so  extremely,  that  he  invol- 
untarily shifted  his  posture,  and  laid  his  hand  on  his  sword 
hilt. 

Chiffinch  heard  a  rustling,  and  broke  off,  exclaiming, 
*'  Hark  ! — Zounds,  something  moved — 1  trust  1  have  told 
the  tale  to  no  ears  but  thine." 

**  I  will  cut  off  any  which  have  drunk  in  but  a  syllable 
of  vhy  words,"  said  the  nobleman  ;  and  raising  a  candle, 
he  took  a  hasty  survey  of  the  apartment.  Seeing  nothing 
that  could  incur  bis  menaced  resentment,  be  replaced  the 
light  and  continued  : — '^  Well,  suppose  the  Bell  Louise 
de  Querouaille^shoots  from  her  high  station  in  the  firma- 
ment, bow  will  you  rear  up  the  down-fallen  Plot  again— 
for  without  that  same  Plot,  think  of  it  as  thou  wilt,  we 
have  no  change  of  hands — and  matters  remain  as  they 
were,  with  a  Protestant  courtezan  instead  of  a  Papist — 
Lhtle  Anthony  can  but  little  speed  without  tliat  Plot  of  his 
-—I  believe,  in  my  conscience,  he  begot  it  himself."^ 

"  Whoever  begot  it,"  said  Chiffinch,  "  he  hath  adopted 
it ;  and  a  tlirivuig  babe  it  has  been  to  him.  Well,  then, 
though  it  lies  out  of  my  way,  I  will  play  Saint  Peter  again 
— up  with  t'other  key,  and  unlock  t'other  mystery." 

**  Now  thou  speakest  like  a  good  fellow  ;  and  I  will, 
with  my  own  hands,  unwire  this  fresh  flask,  to  begin  a 
brimmer  to  the  success  of  thy  achievement." 

"  Well,  then,"  continued  the  communicative  Chiffinch, 
**  thou  knowest  that  they  have  long  had  a  nibbling  at  the 
old  Countess  of  Derby. — So  Ned  was  sent  down — he 
owes  her  an  old  accompt,  thou  knowest — with  private  in- 
structions to  possess  himself  of  the  island,  if  he  could,  by 
help  of  some  of  his  old  friends.  He  hath  ever  kept  up 
9pies  upon  her  ;  and  happy  man  was  he,  to  think  his  hour 
of  vengeance  was  come  so  nigh.  But  he  missed  his 
blow  ;  and  the  old  girl,  being  placed  on  her  guard,  was 
soon  in  a  conditio^  to  make  Ned  smoke  for  it.      Out  of 
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the  island  be  came  with  litlle  advantage  for  having  ca- 
tered it ;  when,  by  some  means — for  the  devil,  I  ihiok, 
stands  ever  bis  friend — be  obtained  information  concern 
ing  a  messenger,  whom  her  old  Alujesty  of  Man  badsni 
to  London  to  make  party  in  ber  behalf.  Ned  stuck  hin- 
self  to  this  fellow — a  raw,  half-bred  lad,  son  of  on  old 
blundering  Cavalier  of  the  old  stamp,  down  in  DerbysUn 
— and  so  managed  the  swain,  that  be  brought  him  to  tfafl 
place  where  I  was  waiting,  in  anxious  expcctatioo  of  the 
pretty  one  I  told  you  of.  By  Saint  Anthony,  for  I  v3l 
swear  by  no  meaner  oath,  I  stared  when  I  saw  thisgieiC 
lout — not  that  the  fellow  is  so  ill-looked  neither — ^I  star- 
ed like — like — good  now,  help  me  to  a  simile." 

**  Like  Saint  Anthony's  pig,  and  it  were  sleek,"  said 
the  young  lord  ;  ''  your  eyes,  Chiffie,  have  the  very  Uiok 
of  one.  But  what  hath  all  tliis  to  do  with  tbe  PkM  ? 
Hold — I  have  had  wine  enough." 

"  You  shall  not  balk  me,"  said  Chiflincb  ;  and  a  jing- 
ling was  heard,  as  if  he  were  filling  his  comrade's  glass 
with  a  very  unsteady  hand.  "  Hey — What  the  denl  is  the 
matter  ? — I  used  to  carry  my  glass  steady — very  steady." 

"  Well,  but  this  stranger  ?" 

"  Why,  he  swept  at  game  and  ragout  as  be  would  at 
spring  beef  or  summer  mutton.    Never  saw  so  unnurtured 
a  cub — Knew  no  more  what  he  eat  than  an  infidel — I  curs- 
ed him  by  my  gods  when  I  saw  Chaubcrt's  chof-d'oeuvres 
glutted  down  so  indifferent  a  throat. '  We  took  the  free- 
dom to  spice  his  goblet  a  little,  and  ease  him  of  his  packet 
of  letters  ;  and  the  fool  went  on  his  way  the  next  morn- 
ing with  a  budget  artificially  filled  with  grey  paper.-    Ned 
would  have  kept  liim,  in  hopes  to  have  made  a  witness  of 
him,  but  the  boy  was  not  of  that  mettle," 

"  How  will  yon  prove  your  letters  ?"  said  the  courtier. 

"  Jja  you  there,  my  lord,"  said  Chiffinch ;  "one  may 
see  with  half  an  eye,  for  all  your  laced  doublet,  that  you 
have  been  of  tbe  family  of  Furnivars,  before  your  broth- 
er's death  sent  you  to  Court.  How  prove  the  letters  ? — 
Why,  we  have  but  let  the  sparrow  fiy  with  a  string  round 
his  foot — We  have  liim  again  so  soon  as  we  list." 
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"  Wby,  thou  art  luraed  a  nty  Wa^xntL  Cij&e^.* 
■Id  bis  friend.  "  But  bow  if  the  toou  xvii  n?.i=  * 
-I  bave  beard  ibcse  Peak  mea  bare  Ine  msIj  sac  'sad 

tod*." 
•*  Trouble  not  yourself— ihit  w^j  citvI  fiTj  ct"  i?rL* 

lid  Cbiffincb— **  bis  pisi&li  icii'it  bari.  b-s  iber  cck^ 
>t  bile." 

"  Most  exquisite  Chiffincb.  i\vya  an  iira^  =s-Vr  «i 
ell  as  padder — Can'si  both  rob  a  nis-  s^i  »i:-ji--  ::sl  " 
**  Micber  and  padder — niiat  ler.:  *  le  iLim  ~  pt-e 
lilffinc)).  "  Xlethinks  ibese  are  sv-'iii  :y  ]zz  "*'.  -701. 
>ti  trill  have  me  ansry  to  liie  c*si»e  «'  i\.'-^  J-j:J— 
t>ber  and  kidnapper !" 

•*  Yon  minake  verb  for  r'>i:!>-?:t-ri*-.'T=.'"  ,■^■--1 '  ;"i 
'dsbip  ;  "  Isaid  r«4  and  itiJaT^n — 1 -r.ir.  -iT-i-iroi? 
ce  and  awcy  wiiliout  beinr  pr--fv?vv:i^.~ 
*"  But  noi  wiilioiit  spiilinz  a  !;•."'?  fy.  >i  :--.->;^  •'.-,*■.<!.  ^ 
Tie  such  red-coloured  eear,"  i:.M(':.'z.:-z.  9z.r  'jz  .-.. 
■•  Oil  yes,"  said  his  lord-!i!p  ;  "  i'.l  ;i.;i  "ii' v  za  s  '^■jji 
?-ae  direful  con  sequences,  and  so  yn-i  r.'„,  £-.-£  ■.-— -^■■r- 
»r,  when  you  return  to  Enihnd  ;  fvr  £•  7-r:M': }  '."^  i.-*  -3 
s  land  of  Champagne,  Chl£«  ;  a::^  t.m:  tvj  -.-.-•y  •,-/-.- 
aje  50,1  drink  thee  ibispartinsc'jptoll.i^T-.T  -!z".t-T-;;.' 
■■  I  do  not  refuse  your  ptedse,'^  s=:':  ('L.^-r:,  ;  -  -. - 
I  •ink  to  thee  in  dudceon  and  in  bori;:*.y — !:  .i  i  — ■;  -.' 
^ib,  and  a  gage  of  batile.  To-nir^rr',-* .  '•?  z-Tr-..  I 
I  hare  thee  at  point  of  foj.  w*n  :•.-..;  ■.-.»  it^-  -/  •_:,• 
v-illes. — What  ihe  devil  I  think  you  I  f'.sr  y- ■;  be:i-ii« 
>-■  are  a  lord  ?" 

*■  Not  so,  Chiffinch,"  answered  hi*  co-Tipirio.-;.  "J 
Ow  tliou  fearest  nothins  but  beam  and  bsr'.-r:.  wtT'-td 
^wn  with  bumpkin-like  beer. — Adie-j.  sin^et  Cr.!*i',:j 
•  «  bed,  Chiffiuch — 10  bed." 

^So  saying,  he  lifted  a  candle,  and  l^ft  '.}.':  »f;-»*T.»r.*. 
»<J  Chiffinch,  whom  the  la«t  drs'ishl  hsd  n';4f!y  r-.v^r- 
^vered,  had  jusi  strenEth  enonjh  left  to  di  tt.e  ^^riit 
■•llering,  as  he  staggered  o'll,  "  Ye«,  lie  thall  at.swer  it 
-Dawn  of  day.'  D — n  me — It  is  come  already — Von- 
5     VOL.  11, 
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der's  the  dawn — No,  d — n  me,  'tis  the  fire  gkoctngoB 
the  cursed  red  lattice — I  am  whistled  drunk,  I  think— 
This  comes  of  a  country  ipn — It  is  the  smell  of  the  bramlf 
in  tl)is  cursed  room — It  could  not  be  the  wine — Well,  oU 
Rowley  shall  send  me  no  more  errands  to  the  couanj 
again — Steady,  steady." 

So  saying,  he  reeled  out  of  the  apartment,  leaving  Pevc- 
ril  to  think  over  the  extraordinary  conversation  he  bad 
just  heard. 

The  name  of  Chiffinch,  the  well-known  minister  of 
Charleses  pleasures,  was  nearly  allied  to  the  part  which  he 
seemed  about  to  play  in  the  present  intrigue  ;  but  dnt 
Christian,  whom  he  had  always  supposed  a  Puritan  as 
strict  as  liis  brother-in-law  Bridgenorth,  should  be  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  a  plot  so  infamous,  seemed  alike  as- 
natural  and  monstrous.  The  near  relationship  might  hfind 
Bridgenorth,  and  warrant  him  in  confiding  his  daughter  lo 
such  a  man's  charge  ;  but  what  a  wretch  he  must  be,  that 
could  coolly  meditate  such  an  ignominious  abuse  of  bis 
trust !  In  doubt  whether  he  could  credit  for  a  moment  the 
tale  which  ChiHinch  had  revealed,  he  hastily  examined 
his  packet,  and  found  that  the  seal-skin  case  in  which  it 
had  been  wrapt  up,  now  only  contained  an  equal  quantity 
of  waste  paper.  If  he  had  wanted  further  confirmation,* 
the  failure  of  the  shot  which  he  had  fired  ai  Bridgenorth, 
and  of  which  the  wadding  only  struck  him,  showed  that 
his  arms  had  been  tampered  with.  He  examined  tbe 
pistol  which  still  remained  charged,  and  found  that  the  ball 
had  been  drawn.  "  May  I  perish,"  said  he  to  himself '> 
"  amid  these  villanous  intrigues,  but  thou  slialt  be  more 
surely  loaded,  and  to  better  purpose  I  The  contents  of 
these  papers  may  undo  my  benefactress — their  bavin; 
been  found  on  me,  may  ruin  my  father — that  I  have  been 
the  bearer  of  them,  may  cost,  in  these  fiery  times,  my 
own  life — that  I  care  least  for — they  form  a  branch  of  the 
scheme  laid  as;ainst  the  honour  and  happiness  of  a  creature 
so  innocent,  that  it  is  almost  sin  to  think  of  her  within  the 
neij;hhourhood  of  such  infamous  knaves.  I  will  recover 
the  letters  at  all  risks — But  how  ? — that  is  to  be  thought 
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n. — Lance  is  stout  and  trusty ;  and  when  a  bold  deed  is 
Mice  resolved  upon,  there  never  yet  lacked  the  means  of 
executing  it." 

His  host  now  entered,  with  an  apolo;;y  for  his  long 
absence  ;  and  after  providing' Peveril  witli  some  refresh- 
ments, invited  him  to  accept,  for  his  night-quurters,  the 
accommodation  of  a  remote  hay-loft,  which  he  was  to 
abare  with  his  comrade ;  professing,  at  the  same  time,  he 
could  hardly  have  afforded  them  tliis  courtesy,  but  out  of 
deference  to  the  exquisite  talents  of  Lance  Outrani,  as 
tisistant  at  the  tap  ;  where,  indeed,  it  seems  probable 
that  he,  as  well  as  the  admiring  landlord,  did  that  evening 
contrive  to  drink  nearly  as  much  liquor  as  they  drew. 

But  Lance  was  a  seasoned  vessel,  on  whom  liquor  made 
DO  lasting  impression  ;  so  that  when  Peveril  awaked  that 
Inisty  follower  at  dawn,  he  found  him  cool  enough  to 
comprehend  and  enter  into  the  design  which  he  expressed, 
of  recovering  the  letters  which  had  hecn  abstracted  from 
bis  person. 

Having  considered  the  whole  matter  with  much  atten- 
tioo,  Lance  shrugged,  grinned  and  scratched  his  head  ; 
and  at  length  manfully  expressed  his  resolution.  '^  Well, 
Bf  Daunt  speaks  truth  in  her  old  saw, — 

'  He  thai  lerves  Peveril  maunna  be  Alack, 
Neiiher  (or  wcatbcr,  iior  yet  fi>r  wrack.' 

And  then  again,  my  good  dame  was  wont  to  say,  that 
whenever  Peveril  was  in  a  broil,  Outram  was  in  a  stew  ; 
ft  I  jvill  never  bear  a  base  mind,  but  even  hold  a  part 
with  you,  as  my  fathers  have  done  with  yours,  for  four 
pD^rations,  whatever  more." 

**  Spoken  like  a  most  gallant  Outram,"  said  Julian  ; 
"and  were  we  but  rid  of  that  puppy  lord  and  his  retinue, 
we  two  could  easily  deal  with  the  other  three." 

"  Two  Londoners  and  a  Frenchman  ?"  said  Lnnce,^ 
"1  would  take  them  in  mine  own  hand.  And  as  for  my 
titrd  Saville,  as  they  call  him,  I  heard  word  last  night 
that  he  and  all  his  men  of  gilded  gingerbread — that  looked 
tt  an  honest  fellow  like  me,  as  if  they  were  the  ore  aud 
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I  the  dro9s — are  all  to  be  off  this  momiog  to  wound  rami 
or  such-like  junkeuingSy  about  Tutberrj.  It  wis  ikt 
brought  him  down  here,  where  be  met  this  other  cifeMtf 
by  accident.** 

In  truth,  even  as  Lance  spoke,  a  traropEng  was  betrd 
of  horses  in  the  yard  ;  and  from  the  batch  (^  their  hiy- 
loft,  they  beheld  Lord  Saville's  attendants  mustered,  aDd 
ready  to  set  out  as  soon  as  he  should  make  bb  appearanee. 

^  So  bo.  Master  Jeremy,*'  said  one  of  the  feUowsloa 
sort  of  principal  attendant,  w1k>  just  came  out  of  dK 
bouse,  ^*  methinks  the  wine  has  proved  a  sleeping-cup  to 
my  lord  this  morning." 

^^  No,"  answered  Jeremy,  ^  be  hatb  been  op  befcra 
light,  writing  letters  for  London  ;  and  to  punish  thy  ir- 
reverence, thou,  Jonathan,  shalt  be  the  man  to  ride  back 
with  them." 

^  And  so  to  miss  tlie  race?"  said  Jonathan,  suIkDj ; 
**  I  thank  you  for  this  good  turn,  g€x>d  Master  Jeremy ; 
and  hang  me  if  I  forget  it." 

Farther  discussion  was  cut  short  by  the  appearance  of 
the  young  nobleman,  who,  as  he  came  out  of  the  inn, 
said  to  Jeremy,  ''  These  be  the  letters.  Let  one  of  the 
knaves  rrde  to  London  for  life  and  deatli,  and  deliver 
them  as  directed  ;  and  the  rest  of  ihem  get  to  horse  and 
follow  ine." 

Jeremy  gave  Jonathan  the  packet  with  a  malicioos 
smile  ;  and  the  disappointed  groom  turned  his  horse's 
bead  sullenly  towards  Ix>ndon,  while  Lord  Saville,  and  the 
rest  of  his  retinue  rode  briskly  off  in  an  opposite  direction, 
pursued  hy  the  benedictions  of  the  host  and  his  family, 
who  stood  bowing  and  curtsying  at  the  door,  in  gratitude, 
doubtless,  for  the  receipt  of  an  unconscionable  reckoning. 

It  was  full  three  PK)urs  after  their  departure,  that  Chif- 
finch  lounged  into  the  room  in  which  they  liad  supped, 
in  a  brocaded  night-gown,  and  green  velvet  cap,  turned 
tip  with  the  most  cosily  Brussels  lace.  He  seemed  but 
half  awake  ;  and  it  was  with  drowsy  voice  that  he  called 
for  a  cup  of  cold  small  beer.  His  manner  and  appear- 
ance were  those  of  a  man  who  had  wrestled  hard  with 
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Bacchus  on  ihe  preceding  eveninz.  and  bad  scarce  recor- 
ered  the  effects  of  his  contest  w'lxn  iLe  j  j;iy  zcc.  LL.ce, 
instructed  by  his  master  lo  watch  the  uioiioiis  of  iLe  co*jr- 
tier,  officiously  attended  with  the  cooling  bereraee  be  call- 
ed for,  pleading,  as  an  excuse  to  the  landlord,  his  wisli  to 
■ee  a  Londoner  in  his  moming-govni  and  cap. 

No  sooner  had  Chiffinch  taken  his  morning  draught, 
than  he  inquired  after  Lord  Saville. 

"  His  lordship  was  moimied  and  avcay  by  peep  of 
dawn,"  was  Lance's  reply. 

•*  ^Vhal  the  devil !"  exclaimed  Chiffinch ;  "  why,  this 
is  scarce  civil. — What !  off  for  the  races  with  bis  whole 
retinue  ?" 

'*  All  but  one,"  replied  Lance,  "  whom  his  lordship 
sent  back  to  London  with  letters." 

«•  To  London  with  letters  !"  said  Chiffinch.  "  ^^Tiy, 
I  am  for  London,  and  could  hare  saved  his  express  a  la- 
bour.— But  stop— hold — I  begin  to  recollect — d n, 

can  I  have  blabbed  ? — I  have — 1  have — I  remember  it  all 
DOW — I  ha^e  blabbed  ;  and  to  the  very  weazel  of  the 
Court,  who  sucks  the  yolk  out  of  every  man's  secret. 
Furies  and  fire — that  my  afternoons  should  ruin  my  morn- 
ings thus ! — I  must  turn  boon  companion  and  good  fellow 
in  my  cups — and  have  my  confidences  and  my  quarrels — 
my  friends  and  my  enemies,  with  a  plague  to  me,  as  if 
any  one  could  do  a  man  much  good  or  harm  but  his  own 
self !  His  messenger  must  be  stopped  thou^ih — I  will  put 
a  spoke  in  his  wheel. — Hark  ye,  drawer-fellow — call  my 
groom  hither — call  Tom  Beacon." 

Lance  obeyed  ;  but  failed  not,  when  he  had  introduced 
the  domestic,  to  remain  in  the  apartment,  in  order  to  hear 
what  should  pass  betwixt  him  and  his  master. 

"  Hark  ye,  Tom,"" said  Chiffinch,  "  here  are  five  pieces 
for  you." 

"  What's  to  be  done  now,  1  trow  ?"  said  Tom,  widiout 
even  the  ceremony  of  returning  thanks,  which  he  was 
probably  well  aware  would  not  be  received  even  in  part 
payment  of  the  debt  he  was  incurring. 

5*       VOL.  II. 
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Mount  your  fleet  nag,  Tom — ride  like  tbe  deril^ 
overtake  the  groom  whom  Lord  Saville  despatched  to 
LondoD  this  morning— ^larne  his  horse — break  his  booef' 
fill  him  as  drinik  as  the  Baltic  sea ;  or  do  whatever  mij 
best  and  most  effectually  stop  his  journey. — Why  does 
the  lout  stand  there  without  answering  me  ?  Dost  under- 
stand me  ?* 

''  Why,  ay,  Master  Chiffinch,"  said  Tom  ;  •<  and  sol 
am  thinking  doili  tiiis  lu>nest  man  here,  who  need  act 
have  heard  quite  so  much  of  your  counsel,  an  it  had  been 
your  will." 

"  I  am  bewitched  this  morning,**  said  Chiffincb  to  Ud- 
self,  '^  or  else  the  champagne  runs  in  my  head  still.  Hj 
brain  has  become  the  very  lowlands  of  Holland — a  giH- 
cup  would  inundate  it. — Hark  thee,  fellow,"  he  added, 
addressing  Lance,  ''  keep  my  counsel — there  is  a  wig^ 
betwixt  Lord  Saville  and  me,  which  of  us  shall  first  have 
a  letter  in  London.  Here  is  to  drink  my  health,  and  bring 
luck  on  my  side.  Say  nothing  of  it ;  but  help  Tom  to  his 
nag. — Tom,  ere  thou  startest,  come  for  tliy  credentials^ 
1  will  give  thee  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bucks,  tliat  may 
be  evidence  thou  wert  first  in  town." 

Tom  Beacon  ducked  and  exit ;  and  Lance,  after  hav- 
ing made  some  show  of  helping  him  to  horse,  ran  back 
to  tell  his  master  the  joyful  intelligence,  that  a  lucky  acci- 
dent had  abated  Chiffinch's  party  to  tlieir  own  number. 

Pevcril  immediately  ordered  his  horses  to  be  got  ready ; 
and,  so  soon  ns  Tom  Beacon  was  despatched  towards 
London  on  a  rapid  trot,  had  the  satisfaction  to  observe 
Chiflinch,  with  his  favourite  Chnubert,  mount  to  pursue 
the  same  journey,  though  at  a  more  moderate  rate.  He 
peniiitted  tliem  to  attain  such  a  distance,  that  tlicy  might 
be  dogged  without  suspicion  ;  then  paid  his  reckoning, 
mounted  his  horse,  and  followed,  keeping  his  men  care- 
fully in  view,  until  he  should  come  to  a  place  proper  for 
tlie  cntrrprire  which  he  meditated. 

It  Ii-rl  lii.M  :i  Pevcril's  intention,  that  when  they  came  to 
some  solitary  part  of  the  road,  they  should  gradually 
mend   their  pace,  imtil  ihcy  overtook   Chaubcrt — thai 
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Lance  Outram  should  then  drop  behind,  in  order  to  assail 
the  maD  of  spits  and  stoves,  while  he  himself,  spurring 
Onward,  should  grapple  with  Chiffinch.  But  this  scheme 
presupposed  that  the  master  and  servant  should  travel  in 
ibe  usual  manner— -the  latter  riding  a  few  yards  behind 
tbe  former.  Whereas,  such  and  so  interesting  were  the 
subjects  of  discussion  betwixt  Chiffinch  and  the  French 
oookf  that,  without  heeding  the  rules  of  etiquette,  thejr 
rode  on  together,  amicably  abreast,  carrying  on  a  conver- 
sation on  the  mysteries  of  tlie  table,  which  the  ancient 
Comus,  or  a  modern  gastronome,  might  have  listened  to 
with  pleasure.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  venture  on 
tbem  both  at  once. 

For  this  purpose,  when  they  saw  a  long  tract  of  road 
before  tbem,  unvaried  by  the  least  appearance  of  man, 
beast,  or  human  habitation,  they  began  to  mend  their 

Ece,  that  they  might  come  up  to  Chiffinch,  without  giving 
n  any  alarm,  by  a  sudden  and  suspicious  increase  of 
baste.  In  this  manner,  they  lessened  the  distance  which 
separated  them  till  they  were  within  about  twenty  yards, 
when  Peveril,  afraid  that  Chiffinch  might  recognize  him 
St  a  nearer  approach,  and  so  trust  to  his  horse's  heels, 
made  Lance  the  signal  to  charge. 

At  the  sudden  increase  of  their  speed,  and  the  noise 
with  which  it  was  necessarily  attended,  Chiffinch  looked 
around,  but  had  time  to  do  no  more,  for  Lance,  who  had 

5 ricked  his  pony  (which  was  much  more  speedy  than 
ulian's  horse)  into  full  gallop,  pushed,  without  ceremony, 
betwixt  the  courtier  and  his  attendant ;  and  ere  Chaubert 
bad  time  for  more  than  one  exclaination,  he  upset  both 
borse  and  Frenchman  ;  moribleu  I  thrilling  from  his 
tongue  as  he  rolled  on  the  ground  amongst  the  various 
articles  of  his  occupation,  which,  escaping  from  the  budget 
in  which  he  bore  them,  lay  tumbled  upon  the  highway  in 
strange  disorder  ;  while  Lance,  springing  from  his  pal 
frey,  commanded  his  foeman  to  be  still,  under  no  less  a 
penalty  than  that  of  death,  if  he  attempted  to  rise. 

Before  Chiffinch  could  avenge  his  trusty  follower's 
downfall,  his  own  bridle  was  seized  by  Julian,  who  present- 
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ed  a  pistol  with  the  other  haod,  and  coaainandedliiatt 
stand  or  die. 

Chiffinch,  though  efieminate,  was  no  coward.  He  stood 
still  as  commanded  and  said,  with  firmness,  "  Rogue,  joi 
have  taken  me  at  surprise.  If  you  are  a  bighwiymaii, 
there  is  my  purse.  Do  us  no  bodily  harm,  and  ^nretho 
budget  of  spices  and  sauces." 

"  Look  you,  Master  Chiffinch,"  said  Peveril,  ^'tlusii 
no  time  for  dallying.  1  am  no  highwayman,  but  a  mu 
of  honour.  Give  me  back  that  packet  which  you  fllole 
from  me  the  other  night ;  or,  by  all  that  is  good,  I  wil 
send  a  brace  of  balls  through  you,  and  search  lor  it  at 
leisure." 

"  What  night  ? — What  packet  ?"  answered  Chiffioch, 
confused  ;  yet  willing  to  protract  the  time  for  the  chince 
of  assistance,  or  to  put  Peveril  off  his  guard.  ^  I  know 
nothing  of  what  you  mean.  If  you  are  a  man  of  hooour, 
let  me  draw  my  sword,  and  I  will  do  you  right  as  a  gen- 
tleman should  do  to  another." 

"  Dishonourable  rascal  !"  said  Peveril,  "  you  esc^ 
not  in  this  manner.  You  plundered  me  when  you  had 
me  at  odds  ;  and  I  am  not  the  fool  to  let  my  advantage 
escape,  now  that  my  turn  is  come.  Yield  up  the  packet ; 
and  then,  if  you  will,  I  will  6ght  you  on  equal  terms. 
But  6rst,"  he  reiterated,  "  yield  up  the  packet,  or  I  will 
instantly  send  you  where  the  tenor  of  your  life  will  be 
hard  to  answer  for." 

The  tone  of  Pevcril's  voice,  the  fierceness  of  his  eye, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  held  the  loaded  weapon,  with* 
in  a  hand's  breadth  of  Chiffinch's  head,  convinced  the 
last  there  was  neither  room  for  compromise,  nor  time  for 
trifling.  He  thrust  his  hand  into  a  side-pocket  of  his 
cloak,  and,  with  visible  reluctance,  produced  those  papers 
and  despatches  with  which  Julian  had  been  intrusted  by 
the  Countess  of  Derby. 

"  They  are  6ve  in  number,"  said  Julian  ;  "  and  you 
have  given  me  only  four.  Your  life  depends  on  full 
restitution." 
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"  It  escaped  from  my  hand,"  said  Chiffinch,  produc- 
ing the  missing  document — "  There  il  is.  Now,  sir,  your 
pleasure  is  fulfilled,  unless,"  he  added,  sulkily,  '^  you 
design  either  murder  or  farther  roLhery." 

*'  Base  wretch  !"  said  Peveril,  withdrawing  his  pistol, 
j«t  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  Chiffinch^s  motions,  "  tliou 
art  unworthy  any  honest  man's  sword ;  and  yet,  if  you 
dare  draw  your  own,  as  you  proposed  but  now,  I  am 
willing  to  give  you  a  chance  upon  fair  equality  of  terms." 

"  Equality  !"  said  Chiffinch,  sneeringly  ;  "  yes,  a 
proper  equality — sword  and  pistol  against  single  rapier, 
and  two  men  upon  one,  for  Ciiaubert  is  no  fighter.  No, 
sir ;  I  shall  seek  amends  upon  some  more  fitting  occasion, 
and  with  more  equal  weapons." 

"  By  backbiting,  or  by  poison,  base  pander!"  said 
Julian ;  "  these  are  thy  means  of  vengeance.  But  mark 
me — I  know  your  vile  purpose  respecting  a  lady  who  is 
too  wortljy  that  her  name  should  be  uttered  in  such  a 
worthless  ear.  Thou  hast  done  me  one  injury,  and  thou 
see'st  I  have  repaid  it.  But  prosecute  this  farther  villany, 
and  be  assured  I  will  put  thee  to  death  like  a  foul  reptile, 
whose  very  slaver  is  fatal  to  humanity.  Rely  upon  this, 
as  if  Machiavcl  had  sworn  it  ;  forsosurely  as  you  keep 
your  purpose,  so  surely  will  I  prosecute  my  revenge. — 
Follow  me.  Lance,  and  leave  him  to  think  on  what  1  havo 
told  him." 

Lance  had,  after  the  first  shock,  sustained  a  very  easy 
part  in  this  rencontre  ;  for  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  point 
the  but  of  his  whip,  in  the  manner  of  a  gun,  at  the  in- 
timidated Frenchman,  who,  lying  on  his  back,  and  gazing 
at  random  on  the  skies,  had  as  little  the  power  or  purpose 
of  resistance,  as  any  pig  which  had  ever  come  under  his 
own  slaughter-knife. 

Summoned  by  his  master  from  the  easy  duty  of  guard- 
ing such  an  unresisting  prisoner.  Lance  remounted  his 
horse,  and  they  both  rode  off,  leaving  their  discomfited 
antagonists  to  console  themselves  for  their  niisadviMiuirt; 
as  they  best  could.  But  consolation  was  har;l  to  ronie 
by  in  the  circumstances.     The  French  artist  had  to  lu- 
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ment  the  dispersion  of  his  spices,  and  the  destroctioaot 
bis  magazine  of  sauces — an  enchanter  despoiled  of  hb 
magic  wand  and  talisman,  could  scarce  hare  been  in 
more  desperate  extremity.  Chiffinch  had  to  mourn  the 
downfall  of  his  intrigue,  and  its  premature  discovery. 
*^  To  this  fellow,  at  least,"  he  thought,  **  I  can  have  bnf- 
ged  none — here  mj  evil  genius  alone  has  betrayed  me. 
With  this  infecnal  discovery,  which  may  cost  me  so  dev 
on  all  hands,  champagne  had  nought  to  do.  If  there  be 
a  flask  left  unbroken,  1  will  drink  it  after  dinner,  and  tij 
if  it  may  not  evep  yet  suggest  some  scheme  of  redemp- 
tion and  of  revenge." 

With  this  manly  resolution,  he  prosecuted  his  jouroej 
to  London. 


CHAPTER  V. 

A  man  so  various,  that  be  secm'd  to  be 
Not  one,  but  all  mankind's  epitome  ; 
Stiff  in  opinions — always  in  the  wroog^— 
Was  everything  by  starts,  but  nothing  long ; 
Who,  in  the  course  of  one  revolving  moon, 
Was  chemist,  fiildlcr,  statesman,  and  buflbon ; 
Then,  all  for  women,  painting,  6ddling,  drinking  ; 
Besides  a  thousand  freaks  that  died  in  thinking. 

Drydau 

We  must  now  transport  the  reader  to  the  magnificent 
hotel  in Street,  inhabited  at  this  time  by  the  cel- 
ebrated George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  whom 
Dryder  •:;!  doomed  to  a  painful  immortality  by  the  few 
lines  lii'  li  u  "t  have  prefixed  to  this  chapter.  Amid  the 
gay  a>i<i  ih^  liri^ntious  of  the  laughing  Court  of  Charles, 
the  EHike  \vx^  tiie  most  licentious  and  most  gay;  yet, 
while  expending  a  princely  fortune,  a  strong  constitution, 
and  excelif  nt  talents,  in  pursuit  of  frivolous  pleasures,  ha 
nevertheless  nouiislted  deeper  and  more  extensive  desig;ns; 
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in  which  he  only  failed  from  want  of  that  fixed  purpose 
lud  regulated  perseverance  essential  to  all  important  en- 
terprizes,  but  particularly  in  politics. 

It  was  long  past  noon  ;  and  the  usual  hour  of  the 
Duke's  levee — if  anything  could  be  termed  usual  where 
all  was  irregular — had  been  long  past.  His  hall  was  filled 
with  lacqueys  and  footmen,  in  the  most  splendid  liveries ; 
the  interior  apartments,  witli  the  gentlemen  and  pages  of 
bis  household,  arrayed  as  persons  of  the  first  quality,  and, 
ID  that  respect,  rather  exceeding  tlian  falling  short  of  the 
Duke  in  personal  splendour.  But  his  antechamber,  in 
particular,  might  be  compared  to  a  gathering  of  eagles  to 
the  slaughter,  were  not  the  simile  too  dignified  to  express 
that  vile  race,  who,  by  a  hundred  devices  all  tending  to 
one  common  end,  live  upon  the  wants  of  needy  greatness, 
or  administer  to  the  pleasures  of  summer-teeming  luxury, 
or  stimulate  the  wild  wishes  of  lavish  and  wasteful  ex- 
travagance, by  devising  new  modes  and  fresh  motives  of 
profusion.  There  stood  the  Projector,  with  his  mysteri- 
ous brow,  promising  unbounded  wealth  to  whomsoever 
might  choose  to  furnish  the  small  preliminary  sum  neces- 
sary to  change  egg-shells  into  the  great  arcanum.  There 
was  Captain  Sea-gull,  undertaker  for  a  foreign  settlement, 
with  the  map  under  his  arm  of  Indian  or  American  king- 
doms, beautiful  as  the  primitive  Eden,  waititig  tlic  bold 
occupants,  for  whom  a  generoiTS  patron  should  equip  two 
brigantines  and  a  fly-boat.  Thither  came,  fast  and  fre- 
quent, the  gamesters,  in  their  different  forms  and  calling. 
This,  light,  young,  gay  in  appearance,  the  thoughtless 
youth  of  wit  and  pleasure — the  pigeon  rather  than  the  rook 
— but  at  heart  the  same  sly,  shrewd,  cold-blooded  calcula- 
tor, as  yonder  old  hard-featured  professor  of  the  same  sci- 
ence, whose  eyes  are  grown  dim  with  watching  the  dice  at 
midnight  ;  and  whose  fingers  are  even  now  assisting  his 
mental  computation  of  chances  and  of  odds.  The  fine 
arts,  too— I  would  it  were  otherwise — have  their  professors 
amongst  this  sordid  train.  The  poor  poet,  half  ashamed, 
ia  spite  of  habit,  of  the  part  which  he  is  about  to  per- 
formi  and  abashed  by  consciousness  at  once  of  his  base 
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motive  and  his  shabby  black  coat,  lurks  in  yonder  coner 
for  the  favoiirable  moment  to  offer  his  dedicatioo.  Much 
better  attired,  the  architect  presents  his  splendid  iiaiooof 
front  and  wings,  and  designs  a  palace,  the  expense  of 
winch  may  transfer  his  employer  to  a  jail.  But  uppe^ 
most  of  all,  the  favourite  musician,  or  singer,  who  wiits 
on  my  lord  to  receive,  in  solid  gold,  the  value  of  the 
dulcet  sounds  which  solaced  the  banquet  of  the  preccdiog 
evening. 

Such,  and  many  such  like,  were  the  morning  attendants 
of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham — all  genuine  descendants  of 
the  daughter  of  the  horse-leech,  whose  cry  is  "  GirCi 
give." 

But  the  levee  of  his  Grace  contained  other  and  rerj 
different  characters ;  and  was  indeed  as  various  as  bis 
own  opinionsand  pursuits.  Besides  many  of  the  young 
nobility  and  wealthy  gentry  of  England,  who  made  bn 
Grace  the  glass  at  wliich  they  dressed  themselves  for 
the  day,  and  who  learned  from  him  how  to  travel,  vith 
the  newest  and  best  grace,  the  general  Road  to  Ruio ; 

there  were  others  of  a  graver   character discarded 

statesmen,  political  spies,  opposition  orators,  servile  tools 
of  administration,  men  who  met  not  elsewhere,  but  who 
regarded  the  Duke's  mansion  as  a  sort  of  neutral  ground ; 
sure,  that  if  he  was  not  of  their  opinion  to-day,  this  very 
circumstance  rendered  it  most  likely  he  should  think  with 
them  to-morrow.     The  Puritans  themselves  did  not  shim 
intercourse  with  a  man  whose  talents  must  have  rendered 
him  formidable,  even  if  thev  had  not  been  united  with 
high  rank  and  an  immense  fortune.     Several  grave  per- 
sonages, with  black  suits,  short  cloaks,  and  bandstrings  of 
a  formal  cut,  were  mingled,  as  we  see  their  portraits  in  a 
gallery  of  paintings,  among  the  gallants  who  ruffled  in  silk 
and  embroidery.     It  is  true,  they  escaped  the  scandal  of 
being   thought  intimates  of  the  Duke,  by  their  business 
being  supposed  to  refer  to  money  matters.      Whether 
these  grave  and  professing  citizens  mixed  politics  with 
money-lending,  was  not  known  ;  but  it  had  been  long  ob- 
served, that  the  .Jews,  who  in  general  confine  themselves 
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to  the  latter  dopartrncnt,  had  become  for  iocne  dxc  Si 
fill  attendants  at  the  Duku's  lectio. 

It  was  higlMide  in  the  antecLsniber,  anri  b-d  tr^r.  so 
for  more  than  an  hour,  ere  the  Duke's  geol^exan  b  orcS- 
nary  veotured  into  bis  bed-chambery  carefullr  darkeoetf, 
10  as  to  make  midnight  at  noonday,  to  koov  his  Graces 
pleasure.  His  soft  and  serene  whisper,  ia  irhich  be  asked 
whether  it  were  his  Grace^s  pleasure  to  rise,  was  briedr 
and  sharply  answered  by  the  counter  questioos,  **  Who 
waits  ? — What's  o'clock  ?" 

'*  It  is  Jerningham,  your  Grace/'  said  the  attecdact. 
**  It  is  one  afternoon  ;  and  your  Grace  appoinCed  aooe 
of  the  people  without  at  eleren/' 

**  Who  are  thcv  ? — What  do  ihev  want  ?" 

"  A  message  from  Whitehall,  your  Grace.^ 

"  Pshaw  !  it  will  keep  co!d.  Those  who  nuke  afl 
others  wait,  will  be  the  better  of  wai'Jnz  in  ii>eir  tsrc. 
Were  I  to  be  guilty  of  ill-breeding,  it  should  rauier  be  to 
a  Kini^  than  a  beggar." 

"  The  gentlemen  from  the  city.'' 

'*  I  am  tired  of  them — tired  of  dieir  ^^  cart,  aad  im 
religion — all  Protestantism,  and  no  charity.  Tell  ti^ssB 
to  go  to  Shaftesbury — to  Aidersgate  Street  with  theta — 
that's  the  best  market  for  their  wares.'' 

**  Jockey,  my  lord,  from  Newiiiarkei." 

**  Let  him  ride  to  the  devil — he  has  horse  of  riiinef  \Ld 
spurs  of  his  own.     Any  more  ?^' 

**  The  whole  antechamber  is  full,  mv  lord — kriisdns 
and  squires,  doctors  and  dicers." 

**  The  dicers,  with  tlie  doctors^io  their  pockets,  I  pre- 


sume." 


**  Counts,  captains,  and  clerz)'men." 

**  You  are  alliterative,  Jerningham,"  said  \\te  Duke  ; 
*^  and  that  is  a  proof  you  are  poetical.  Hand  me  my 
writing  things." 

Getting  half  out  of  bed — thrustinz  one  arm  iiito  a  bro- 
cade night-gown,  deeply  furred  with  ssiblcs,  nnd  one  foot 
into  a  velvet  slipper,  while  the  other  pressed  in  primi«iv<i; 
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nudity  the  rich  carpet — his  Grace,  wiiboui  tbinkii^  fin- 
iber  on  the  ns^inbly  without,  began  to  pea  a  fev  &csiif 
B  satirical  poem  ;  then  suddenly  stopped — threw  tbapa 
into  the  cliimney — exclaimed  that  the  humoor  was  ptih- 
and  asked  his  attendant  if  there  were  any  letters,  la- 
nioghatn  produced  a  huge  packet. 

*'  What  tiie  devil  !"   said  his  Grace,  "  do  you  HaiikX 
will  read  all  these  ?  I  am  like  Clarence,  who  asked  a  op 
of  wine,  and  was  soused  into  a  hut  of  sack.    I  mean  is  then 
'    anything  which  presses  ?" 

"  This  leuer,  your  Grace,"  said  Jerningham,  "  cofr 
ceming  the  Yorkshire  mortgage." 

"  Did  I  noi  bid  thee  carry  it  to  old  GaUierel,  my  stfl^ 
ard  ?" 

"  I  did,  my  lord,"  answered  the  other ;  "  but  Gathenl 
says  there  are  difficulties." 

"  Let  the  usurers  foreclose,  then — there  is  ik»  difficulty 
in  that }  and  out  of  a  hundred  manors  I  shall  scarae  uan 
one,"  answered  the  Duke.  "  And  hark  ye,  bring  ma 
my  chocolate." 

"  Nay,  my  lord,  Gatheral  does  not  say  it  is  imposKbls 
— only  difficult." 

"  And  what  is  the  use  of  him,  if  he  cannot  mike  it 
easy?  But  you  are-all  born  to  make  difficulties,"  replied 
the  Duke. 

"  Nay,  if  your  Grace  approves  (be  terms  in  this  sched* 
uIg,  and  pleases  to  sign  it,  Gatheral  will  undertake  for  the 
matter,"  answered  Jerningham. 

"  And  could  you  not  have  said  so  at  first,  you  block- 
head?"  said  the  Duke,  signing  the  paper  without  looking 
at  the  contents — "  What  other  letters  ?  And  remember, 
I  must  be  plagued  with  no  more  business." 

"  Billets-doux,  my  lord — five  or  six  of  them.  This 
left  at  the  porter's  lodge  by  a  vizard  mask." 

"  Pshaw !"  answered  the  Duke,  tossing  them  over, 
while  his  attendant  assisted  in  dressing  him — "  an  ac- 
quaintnnce  of  a  qnarter's  standing," 

"  This  given  to  one  of  the  pages  by  my  Lady 's 

waiting-woman." 
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*'  Plague  on  h — a  JereiiiiBde  on  the  subject  of  perjurj 
■nd  treachery,  and  not  a  single  new  line  to  the  old  tune," 
■aid  the  Duke,  glancing  over  the  billet.  "  Here  is  the 
old  cant — cruel  man — broken  voids — Heaven't  jvtt  re- 
nnge.  Why,  the  woman  is  thinking  of  murder — not  of 
love.  No  one  should  pretend  to  write  upon  so  ihreadbtre 
■  topic  without  having  at  least  some  novelty  of  cxpre»- 
SOD.  The  despairing  Araminta — Lie  there,  fair  desp^ 
rate.     And  this — how  comes  it  ?" 

"  Flung  into  the  window  of  the  hall,  by  a  fellow  ifbo 
ran  off  at  full  speed,"  answered  Jemingham. 

"  This  is  a  belter  text,"  said  the  Duke  ;  "  and  jet  it 
a  an  old  one  too — three  weeks  old  at  least — ^Tbe  little 
Countess  wilh  the  jealous  Lord — 1  should  not  care  a  far- 
ibiug  for  her,  save  for  that  same  jealous  lord — Pla^« 
oo't,  and  lie's  gone  down  to  the  counlr)- — thiM  tTtM»g~~ 
tn  tilence  and  safety — written  with  a  ijuill  pvlttd  from 
lAe  wing  of  Cupid — Your  ladyship  baa  left  tiin  j>>«- 
feathers  enough  to  Hy  away  with — better  clipped  bb 
Tvings  when  you  bad  caught  him,  my  lady — .\nd  so  to»- 
jident  of  her  Buckingham's  fail  h — I  bate  conCdeocc  ic  k 
young  person — She  must  be  taught  better — I  wi!l  wji  yi." 
"  Your  Grace  will  not  be  so  cruel,*"  ^ti  Jerr.it^^bts;. 
"  Tliou  art  a  compassionate  fellow,  Jen.ii.^Ltra  ;  ir.t 
conceit  must  be  punished." 

"  But  if  your  lordship  should  resuice  y.^r  'ii/j  *fx 
her  ?" 

"  Why,  then,  you  must  swear  ill*  bi~'t-^'/ji  tr.;ir*r- 
ried,"  answered  Jie  Duke.  "  And  stay,  a  rVr.z;.*  tvitut 
me — it  shall  miscarry  in  great  style,  Hvik  -.i:— 1^_ 
what  is  the  fdlou'sname — tbe  poet — \t  ':,*:  yitf.'it^ 

"  There  are  six  gentlemen,  sir,  »bo,  fro.-r:  *•*■.  ,•*!--» 
of  paper  in  their  pocket,  and  ^ih  tj-r^-;:,*.'^  wt-i  %• 
their  elbows,  appear  to  wear  iS*;  livi^r-.  '-:'  ".*;  M-''-^' 

"  Poetical  once  more,  Jer:.;:.K :,>■:,.  He.  I  ".ti.  ,  ■••r. 
wrote  the  last  lampoon,"  s-iifi  •'.■.i~  b.i». 

"  To  whom  your  Grace  iwA  yri 
a  beating:"  repliedJenii'iEli'un. 
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"  Tlie  money  for  his  satire,  and  the  cudgel  for  b 
praise — Good — Find  him,  give  him  the  6ve  pieces,  ud 
thrust  tlie  Countess's  billet-doux — Hold — take  Aniniih 
tu*s  and  the  rest  of  iliein — thrust  them  all  iuio  bis  port- 
folio— All  will  come  out  at  the  Wits'  Collee- bouse  ;  sod 
if  the  promulgator  be  not  cudgelled  into  all  the  colours  of 
the  rainbow,  there  is  no  spite  in  woman,  no  faith  in  cnb- 
tree,  or  pith  in  heart  of  oak — Araminta's  wrath  ikne 
would  overburden   one  pair  of  mortal  shoulders." 

*'  But,  my  I^rd  Duke,"  said  his  attendant,  "  this  Sel- 
tle^^biso  dull  a  rascal,  that  nothing  he  can  write  will  take." 

**  Then  as  wc  have  given  him  steel  to  head  the  arrov," 
said  the  Duko,  *^  we  will  give  4)im  wings  to  waft  it  irilh 
— wood,  he  h:is  ei:ongh  of  his  own  to  make  a  shaft  oc 
bolt  of.  Hand  me  u)y  own  unfinished  lampoon — give  it 
to  him  with  the  leitcLS — let  him  make  what  he  can  of 
them  all." 

"  My  Lord  Duke — 1  crave  pardon — but  your  Grace^s 
style  will  be  discovered  ;  and  though  the  ladies'  namei 
are  not  at  the  letters,  yet  they  will  be  traced." 

*'  I  would  have  it  so,  you  blockhenii.  Have  you  lived 
with  me  so  long,  and  cannot  discover  that  the  eclat  of  ao 
intrigue  is,  with  ine,  worth  all  the  rest  of  it  ?'' 

"  But  the  danger,  my  Lord  Duke  ?"  replied  Jerning- 
ham.  ^'  There  are  husbands,  brothers,  friends,  whose 
revenge  may  be  awakened." 

"  And  beaten  to  sleep  again,"  said  Buckingham, 
haughtily.  "  I  have  Black  Will  and  his  cudgel  for  ple« 
beian  grumblers  ;  and  those  of  quality  I  can  deal  with 
myself.     I  lack  breathing  and  exercise  of  late."'^ 

"  But  yet  your  Grace " 

"  Hold  your  peace,  fool  !  1  tell  you  that  your  poor 
dwarfish  spirit  cannot  measure  the  scope  of  mine.  I  tell 
thee  I  would  have  the  course  of  my  life  a  torrent — I  am 
weary  of  easy  achievements,  and  wish  for  obstacles,  that 
I  can  sweep  before  my  irre:>islil)le  course." 

Another  gentleman  now  cmcred  ilie  apartment.  "  I 
humbly  crave  your  Grace's  pardon,"  he  said  ;    "  but 
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Master  Christian  is  so  importunate  for  admission  instantly, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  take  your  Grace's  pleasure." 

"  Tell  him  to  call  three  hours  hence.  Damn  his  poli- 
tic pate,  that  would  make  all  men  dance  after  his  pipe !" 
**  I  thaok  you  for  the  compliment,  my  Lord  Duke," 
wd  Christian,  entering  the  apartment  in  somewhat  a  more 
courtly  garb,  but  with  the  same  unpretending  and  undis- 
tinguished mien,  and  in  the  same  placid  and  indiffereDt 
manner  with  whicii  he  had  accosted  Julian  P^veril  upon 
difierent  occasions  during  his  journey  to  London.  *'  It 
is  precisely  my  present  object  to  pipe  to  you  ;  and  you 
may  dance  to  your  own  profit,  if  you  will." 

**  On  my  word,  Master  Christian,"  said  the  Duke, 
haughtily,  '*  the  affair  should  be  weighty,  that  removes 
ceremony  so  entirely  from  betwixt  us.  If  it  relates  to 
the  subject  of  our  last  conversation,  I  roust  request  our 
interview  be  postponed  to  some  further  opportunity.  I 
am  engaged  in  an  affair  of  some  weight."  Then  turning 
his  back  on  Christian,  he  went  on  with  bis  conversation 
whh  Jerningham.  "  Find  the  person  you  wot  of,  and 
give  him  the  papers  ;  and  hark  ye,  give  him  tliis  gold  to 
pay  for  the  shaft  of  his  arrow — the  steel-bead  aod  pea- 
cock's wing  we  have  already  provided." 

"  This  is  all  well,  my  lord,"  said  Christian,  calrnlj, 
and  taking  his  seat  at  the  same  time  in  an  easy-ch^ir  4t 
some  distance  ;  *'  but  your  Grace's  levity  is  no  maujfj  t/r 
my  equanimity.  It  is  ncressar}- 1  should  speak  witij  }  vj ; 
and  I  will  await  your  Grace's  leisure  in  x\ji  5panr:j«::.t," 
"  Very  well,  sir,"  said  the  Duke,  p(:t\h(t\y  ;  "  if  kn 

evil  is  to  be  undergone,  the  sooner  it  is  ov«:r  t/if;  f/ett^r 

I  can  take  measures  to  prevent  its  beinz  r^ne'<&^;ij.     So 
let  me  hear  your  errand  without  furthrr  d';!;:v." 

"  I  will  wait  till  your  Graced  toiietifc  is  cor:.;,;^':';/' 
said  Christian,  witli  the  indifferent  u>rie  *:,;<,:,  vii>  rj» •..•*. 
to  him.  "  What  I  have  to  say  must  L^  lf:VA*:^u  ryjru:,'»*:\.^ 
"  Begone,  Jerningham  ;  ai.d  rr-ir.^in  %]\\^y.A  i„.  I  v^.;. 
Leave  my  doublet  on  the  coucii. — How  t^/v  f  1  l*t% 
worn  this  cloth  of  silver  a  hundred  Ufitsi." 
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**  Only  twice,  if  it  please  your  Grace,"  replied  fa* 
Diogham. 

'*  As  well  twenty  times — keep  it  for  yourself,  or  pn 
it  to  my  valet,  if  you  are  too  proud  of  your  gentilitjr." 

*^  Your  Grace  has  made  better  men  than  me  wear  your 
cast  clothes,"  said  Jerningham,  submissively. 

*'  Thou  art  sharp,  Jerningham,"  said  the  Duke — ^"  ia 
one  sense  I  have,  and  I  may  again.  So  now,  that  peiil- 
coloured  thing  will  do  with  the  riband  aod  George.  Get 
away  with  thee. — And  now  that  he  is  gone.  Master  Chrin 
tian,  may  I  once  more  crave  your  pleasure  ?" 

*^  My  LfOrd  Duke,"  said  Christian,  *'  you  are  a  wor* 
shipper  of  difficulties  in  state  affairs,  as  in  love  matlen." 

*'  I  trust  you  have  been  no  eavesdropper.  Master  Cbri^ 
tian,"  replied  the  Duke ;  '^  it  scarce  argues  the  respecl 
due  to  roe,  or  to  my  roof." 

"  I  know  not  what  you  mean,  my  lord,"  replied  Chris- 
tian. 

'^  Nay,  I  care  not  if  the  whole  world  heard  what  I  said 
but  now  to  Jerningham.  But  to  the  matter,"  replied  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham. 

*'  Your  Grace  is  so  much  occupied  with  conquests  over 
the  fair  and  over  the  witty,  tliat  you  have  perhaps  forgoi> 
ten  what  a  stake  you  have  in  the  little  Island  of  Man." 

**  Not  a  whit,  Master  Christian.      I  remember  weD 

enough  that  my  roundiieadcd  father-in-law,  Fairfax,  had 

the  island  from  the  Long  Parliancnt ;  and  was  ass  enough 

to  quit  hold  of  it  at  tlie  Restoration,  when,  if  he  had  closed 

his  clutches,  and  held  fast,  like  a  true  bird  of  prey,  as  he 

should  have  done,  he  might  have  kept  it  for  him  and  his. 

It  had  been  a  rare  thing  to  have  had  a  little  kingdom— 

made  laws  of  my  own — had  my  Chamberlain  with  his 

white  staff — I  would  have  taught  Jerningham,  in  half  a 

day,  to  look  as  wise,  walk  as  stiflly,  and  speak  as  sillily, 

as  Harry  Bennet.''^^ 

^<  You  might  have  done  this,  and  more,  if  it  had  pleas- 
ed your  Grace." 
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'*  Ay,  and  if  it  had  pleased  my  Grace,  thou,  Ned 
Christian,  should'st  have  been  the  Jack  Ketch  of  my  do- 
minions." 

*^  I  your  Jack  Ketch,  my  lord  ?"  said  Christian,  more 
ID  a  tone  of  surprise  than  of  displeasure. 

'*  Wfay,  ay ;  thou  bast  been  perpetually  intriguing  against 
the  life  of  yonder  poor  old  woman.  It  were  a  kingdom 
to  thee  to  gratify  thy  spleen  with  thy  own  hands." 

**  I  only  seek  justice  against  the  Countess,"  said 
Christian. 

"  And  the  end  of  justice  is  always  a  gibbet,"  said  the 
Duke. 

-"  Be  it  so,"  answered  Christian.     "  Well,  the  Coun- 
tess is  in  the  Plot." 

"  The  devil  confound  the  Plot,  as  I  believe  he  first 
wvented  it,"  said  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ;  *'  I  have 
beard  of  nothing  else  for  months.  '  If  one  must  go  to  hell, 
I  would  it  were  by  some  new  road,  and  in  gentlemen's 
company.  I  should  not  like  to  travel  with  Oates,  Bedlow, 
and  the  rest  of  that  famous  cloud  of  witnesses." 

"  Your  Grace  is  then  resolved  to  forego  all  the  advan- 
tages which  may  arise  ?  If  the  House  of  Derby  fall  un- 
der forfeiture,  the  grant  to  Fairfax,  now  worthily  repre- 
sented by  your  Duchess,  revives  ;  and  you  become  the 
Liordtand  Sovereign  of  Man." 

**  In  right  of  a  woman,"  said  tlie  Duke  ;  '^  but,  in 
troth,  my  godly  dame  owes  me  some  advantage  for  hav- 
ing lived  the  first  year  of  our  marriage  with  her  and  old 
Black  Tom,  her  grim,  fighting,  puritanic  father.  A  man 
might  as  well  have  married  the  Devil's  daughter,  and  set 
up  housekeeping  with  his  father-in-law."'^ 

*^  I  understand  you  are  willing,  then,  to  join  your  in- 
terest for  a  heave  at  the  House  of  Derby,  my  Lord 
Duke  i^' 

"  As  they  are  unlawfully  possessed  of  my  wife's  king 
<)oro,  they  certainly  can  expect  no  favour  at  my  hand 
But  thou  knowest  there  is  an  interest  at  Whitehall  pre- 
dominant over  mine." 
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"  That  is  only  by  your  Grace's  sufierancey**  slid 
Christian. 

'*  No,  no  ;  I  tell  thee  a  hundred  bmes,  no,"  said  the 
Duke,  rousing  himself  to  anger  at  the  recollection.  **  I 
tell  thee  tliat  base  courtesan,  the  Duchess  of  PortsnKxKb, 
hath  impudently  set  herself  to  thwart  and  contradict  me; 
and  Charles  has  given  me  both  cloudy  looks  and  hutl 
words  before  the  Court.  I  would  he  could  but  goes 
what  is  the  offence  between  her  and  me  !  I  would  be 
but  knew  that  !  But  I  will  have  her  plumes  plucked,  a 
my  name  is  not  Villiers.  A  worthless  French  fiUe-de-joie 
to  brave  me  thus  !  Christian,  thou  art  right ;  there  is  do 
passion  so  spirit-stirring  as  revenge.  I  will  patronize  the 
I'lot,  if  it  be  but  to  spite  her,  and  make  it  impossible  for 
the  King  to  uphold  her." 

As  the  Duke  spoke,  he  gradually  wrought  himself  imo 
a  passion,  and  traversed  the  apartment  with  as  much  Te- 
hcmcnce  as  if  the  only  object  he  had  on  earth  was  to  de- 
prive the  Duchess  of  her  power  and  favour  widi  the 
King.  Christian  smiled  internally  to  see  him  approach- 
ing the  state  of  mind  in  which  he  was  most  easily  worked 
upon,  and  judiciously  kept  silence,  until  the  Duke  called 
out  to  him  in  a  pet,  "  Well,  Sir  Oracle,  you  that  have 
laid  so  many  schemes  to  supplant  this  she-wolf  of  Gaul, 
where  are  all  your  contrivances  now  ? — Where  is  the  ex- 
quisite beauty  who  was  to  catch  the  Sovereign's  eye  at 
the  first  glance  ? — ChifHnch,  hath  he  seen  her  ? — and  what 
does  he  say,  that  exquisite  critic  in  beauty  and  blanc- 
mange, women  and  wine  ?*' 

*^  He  has  seen  and  approves,  but  has  not  yet  heard  ber; 
and  her  speech  answers  to  all  the  rest.     We  came  here 

iresterday  ;  and  to-day  I  intend  to  introduce  Chiffincb  to 
ler,  the  instant  he  arrives  from  the  country  ;  and  I  ex- 
pect him  every  hour.  I  am  but  afraid  of  the  damscPs 
peevish  virtue,  for  she  hath  been  brought  up  after  the 
fashion  of  our  grandmothers — our  mothers  had  betttf 
•ease." 
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**  What  !  so  fair,  so  younc;,  so  quick-wilted,  and  so 
difficult  ?"  said  the  Duke.  *'  By  your  leave,  you  shall 
introduce  me  as  well  as  Chiilinch." 

*'  That  your  Grace  may  cure  her  of  her  intractable 
modesty  ?"  said  Christian. 

"  Why,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  it  will  but  teach  her  to 
stand  in  her  own  light.  Kings  do  not  love  to  court  and 
lue  ;  they  should  have  their  game  run  down  for  them." 

••  Under  your  Grace's  favour,"  said  Christian,  "  tliis 
cannot  be — JVon  omnibus  dormto — ^Your  Grace  knows 
the  classic  allusion.  If  this  maiden  become  a  Prince's 
favourite,  rank  gilds  the  shame  and  the  sin.  But  to  any 
under  Majesty,  she  must  not  vail  topsail." 

**  Why,  thou  suspicious  fool,  I  was  but  in  jest,"  said 
tl)e  Duke.  ''  Do  you  think  I  would  interfere  to  spoil  a 
plan  so  much  to  my  own  a()vantage  as  tliat  which  you 
have  laid  before  me  ?" 

Christian  smiled  and  shook  his  head.  '*  My  lord,"  he 
said,  **  I  know  your  Grace  as  well,  or  better,  perhaps, 
than  you  know  yourself.  To  spoil  a  well-concerted  in- 
trigue by  some  cross  stroke  of  your  own,  would  give  you 
more  pleasure,  than  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  termination 
according  to  the  plans  of  others.  But  Shaftesbury,  and 
all  concerned,  have  determined  that  our  scheme  shall  at 
least  have  fair  play.  We  reckon,  therefore,  on  your  help  ; 
and — forgive  me  when  I  say  so — we  will  not  permit  our- 
selves to  be  impeded  by  your  levity  and  fickleness  of 
purpose." 

"  Who  ? — I  light  and  fickle  of  purpose  ?"  said  the 
Duke.  ''  You  see  me  here  as  resolved  as  any  of  you, 
to  dispossess  the  mistress,  and  to  carry  on  the  Plot ;  these 
are  the  only  two  things  1  live  for  in  this  world.  No  one 
can  play  the  man  of  business  like  ipc,  when  I  please,  to 
the  very  filing  and  labelling  of  my  letters.  I  am  regular 
as  a  scrivener." 

**  You  have  Chiffinch's  letter  from  the  country  ;  he 
told  me  he  had  written  to  yon  about  some  passages  be« 
twi^t  him  and  the  young  tiord  Saville," 
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"  He  did  so — ^he  did  so,"  said  the  Duke  lookiBg 
among  his  letters  ;  "  but  I  see  not  his  letter  just  wrn^ 
I  scarcely  noted  the  contents — I  was  busy  when  it  caM 
—but  I  have  it  safely." 

<'  You  should  have  acted  on  it/*  answered  ChristaB. 
The  fool  suffered  himself  to  be  clioused  out  of  bb  secret, 
and  prayed  you  to  see  that  my  lord's  messenger  got  not 
to  the  Duchess  with  some  despatches  which*  he  sent  op 
from  Derbyshure,  betraying  our  mystery." 

The  Duke  was  now  alarmed,  and  rang  the  bell  hislilj. 
Jerningham  appeared.  '*  Where  is  the  letter  I  hid  frtn 
Master  Chiffinch  some  hours  since  ?" 

'*  If  it  be  not  amongst  those  your  Grace  has  befive 
you,  I  know  nothing  of  it,"  said  Jerningham.  "  I  saw 
none  such  arrive." 

**  Yoti  lie,  you  rascal,"  said  Buckingham  ;  **  hare  yoa 
a  right  to  remember  better  than  I  do  ?" 

"  If  your  Grace  will  forgive  me  reminding  you,  you 
have  scarce  opened  a  ktter  this  week,"  said  his  gen- 
tleman. 

"  Did  you  ever  hear  such  a  provoking  rascal  !"  said 
the  Duke.  "  He  might  be  a  witness  in  the  Plot.  He 
has  knocked  my  character  for  regularity  entirely  on  the 
head  with  his  damned  counter-evidence." 

"  Your  Grace's  talent  and  capacity  will  at  least  remain 
unimpeached,"  said  Christian  ;  "  and  it  is  tliose  that 
must  serve  yourself  and  your  friends.  If  I  might  advise, 
you  will  hasten  to  Court,  and  lay  some  foundation  for  the 
impression  we  wish  to  make.  If  your  Grace  can  take 
the  6rst  word,  and  throw  out  a  hint  to  crossbitc  Saville, 
it  will  be  well.  But  above  all,  keep  the  King's  car  em- 
ployed, which  no  one  can  do  so  well  as  you.  Leave 
Chiffinch  to  fill  his  heart  witli  a  proper  object.  Another 
thing  is,  there  is  a  blockliead  of  an  old  Cavalier,  who  must 
needs  be  a  bt^tler  in  the  Countess  of  Derby's  behalf-^ 
he  is  fast  in  hold,  with  the  whole  tribe  of  witnesses  at  bb 
haunches." 

"  Nay,  then,  take  him,  Topham," 
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"  Topham  bas  taken  iiim  already,  my  lord,?  said 
Christian  ;  "  and  there  is,  besides,  a  young  gallant,  a  son 
of  the  said  Knight,  who  was  bred  in  the  household  of  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  and  who  has  brought  letters  from  her 
to  the  Provincial  of  the  Jesuits,  and  others  in  London." 

"What  are  their  names?"  said  the  Duke, dryly. 

"  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  of  Martindale  Castle,  in  Derby- 
shire, and  his  son  Julian. 

"  Wiiai !  Peveril  of  the  Peak  ?"  said  the  Duke ,— «  a 
stout  old  Cavalier  as  ever  swore  an  oath — A  Worcester- 
man  too — and  in  truth  a  man  of  all  work,  when  blows 
were  going  ?  I  will  not  consent  to  his  ruin,  Christian. 
These  fellows  must  be  flogged  off  such  false  scents — 
flogged,  in  every  sense,  they  must,  and  will  be,  when  the 
nation  comes  to   its  eye-sight  again." 

"  It  is  of  more  than  the  last  importance,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  the , furtherance  of  our  plan,"  said  Christian, 
"  that  your  grace  should  stand  for  a  space  between  them 
and  the  King's  favour.  The  youth  hath  influence  with 
the  maiden,  which  we  should  find  scarce  favourable  to 
our  views  ;  besides,  her  father  holds  him  as  high  as  he 
can  any  one  who  is  no  such  Puritanic  fool  as  himself." 

"  Well,  most  Christian  Christian,"  said  the  Duke,  "  I 
have  heard  your  commands  at  length.  I  will  endeavour 
to  stop  the  earths  under  the  throne,  that  neither  the  lord, 
knight,  nor  squire  in  question,  shall  find  it  possible  to  bur- 
row there.  For  the  fair  one,  I  must  leave  Chiffinch  and 
you  to  manage  her  introduction  to  her  high  destinies, 
since  I  am  not  to  be  trusted.  Adieu,  most  Christian 
Christian." 

He  fixed  his  eyes  on  him,  and  then  exclaimed,  as  he 
shut  the  door  of  the  apartment, — "  Most  profligate  and 
damnable  villain  !  and  what  provokes  me  most  of  all,  is 
the  knave's  composed  insolence.  Your  Grace  will  do  this 
—and  your  Grace  will  condescend  to  do  that — A  pretty 
puppet  I  should  be,  to  play  the  second  paft,  or  rather  the 
third,  in  such  a  scheme  !  No,  they  shall  all  walk  accord- 
ing to  my  purpose,  or  I  will  cross  them.  1  will  find  this 
girl  out  in  spite  of  them,  and  judge  if  their  scheme  is 
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likely  to  be  successful.  If  so,  she  shall  be  mint 
entirely,  before  she  becomes  the  King's ;  and  I  id 
command  her  who  is  to  guide  Charles. — JerniDgham,** 
(his  gentleman  entered,)  cause  Christian  to  be  dogged 
wherever  he  goes,  for  the  next  four-and-twentj  boaiii 
and  find  out  where  he  visits  a  female  newly  coom  to 
town. — ^You  smile,  you  knave  ?" 

"  I  did  but  suspect  a  fresh  rii^l  to  Araminta  and  die 
little  Countess,"  said  Jerningham. 

**  Away  to  your  business,  knave,"    said  the  Daks, 
'*  and  let  me  think  of  mine. — To  subdue  a  Puritu  in 
Esse — a  King's  favourite  in  Posse — ^the  very  muster  of 
western  beauties — ^that  is  point  first*     The  impudence  of 
this  Manx  mongrel  to  be  corrected-— the  pride  of  Mad- 
ame la  Duchesse  to  be  pulled  down — an  important  siais 
intrigue  to  be  furthered,  or  baffled,  as  circumstances  reiH 
der  most  to  my  own  honour  and  glory — I  wished  for  busi- 
ness but  now,  and  I  have  got  enough  of  it.     But  Buck- 
ingham will  keep  his  own  stecragc-way  through  shoal  and 
through  weather." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

—Mark  j'oa  this,  Bas<ianio^ 

TIm  devil  cao  qnoio  icripcure  fer  hit  purpose. 

Mathomtof  Faricc 

After  leaving  the  proud  mansion  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  Christian,  full  of  the  deep  and  treacberoui 
schemes  which  he  meditated,  hastened  to  the  city,  wberCi 
in  a  decent  inn,  kept  by  a  person  of  his  own  persuasion, 
he  had  been  unexpectedly  summoned  to  meet  witii  Ralph 
Bridgenorlh  o#  Moultrassie.  He  was  not  disappointed 
— the  Major  had  arrived  that  morning,  and  anxiously  ex* 
pccted  him.  The  usual  gloom  of  his  countenance 
darkened  into  a  yet  deeper  shade  of  anxiety,  which 
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scarcely  relieved,  even  ^bile,  in  answer  to  bis  inquiiy 
after  his  daughter,  Christian  gave  the  most  favourable 
account  of  her  heahh  and  spirits,  naturally  and  unaflfect- 
ediy  intermingled  with  such  praises  of  her  beauty  and 
her  disposition,  as  were  likely  to  be  most  grateful  to  a 
father's  ear. 

But  Christian  had  too  much  cunning  to  expatiate  on  this 
theme,  however  soothing.  He  stopped  short  exactly  at 
tlie  point  where,  as  an  affectionate  relative,  he  might  be 
supposed  to  have  said  enough.  '^  The  lady,'.'  he  said, 
'*  with  whom  he  had  placed  Alice,  was  delighted  with  ber 
ispect  and  man.iers,  and  undertook  to  be  responsible  for 
her  heahh  and  happiness'.  He  had  not,  be  said,  deserv- 
ed so  little  confidence  at  the  hand  of  his  brotlier,  Bridge* 
north,  as  that  the  Major  should,  contrary  to  his  purpose, 
and  to  the  plan  which  they  had  adjusted  together,  have 
hurried  up  from  the  country,  as  if  his  own  presence  were 
necessary  for  Alice's  protection." 

"  Brother  Christian,"  said  Bridgenorth  in  reply,  "  I 
must  see  my  child — I  must  see  tliis  person  with  whom 
she  is  entrusted." 

"  To  what  purpose  ?"  answered  Christian.  "  Have 
you  not  often  confessed  that  the  over  excess  of  the  carnal 
affection  which  you  have  entertained  for  your  daughter, 
hath  been  a  snare  to  you  ? — Have  you  not,  more  than 
once,  been  on  the  point  of  resigning  those  great  designs 
i;vhich  should  place  righteousness  as  a  cbunsellor  beside 
the  throne,  because  you  desired  to  gratify  your  daughter's 
girlish  passion  for  this  descendant  of  your  old  persecutor 
— this  Julian  Peveril  ?" 

"  I  own  it,  said  Bridgenorth  ;  '*  and  worlds  would  I 
have  given,  and  would  yet  give,  to  clasp  that  youth  to  my 
bosom,  and  call  him  my  son.  The  spirit  of  his  mother 
looks  from  his  eye,  and  his  stately  step  is  as  that  of  his 
father,  when  he  dailv  spoke  comfort  to  me  in  my  distress, 
and  said,  •  The  child  liveth.'  " 

**  But  the  youth  walks,"  said  Christian,  "  after  his 
oTvn  lights,  and  mistakes  the  meteor  of  the  marsh  for  the 
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Polar  star.  Ralph  Bridgenorth,  I  will  speak  lotbeek 
friendly  sincerity.  Tliou  must  not  think  to  serve  both 
the  good  cause  and  Baal.  Obey,  if  tbou  wilt,  thine  om 
carnal  affections,  summon  this  Julian  Peveril  to  thy  bome, 
and  let  him  wed  thy  daughter — But  mark  the  receplioi 
she  will  meet  with  from  the  proud  old  Knight^  wliose  spirit 
is  now,  even  now,  as  little  broken  with  his  chains,  as  after 
the  sword  of  the  Saints  had  prevailed  at  Worcester.  Thoo 
wilt  see  thy  daughter  spumed  from  his  feet  like  an  outcast'' 

"  Christian,"  said  Brldgenortli,  interrupting  him,  "thon 
dost  urge  nie  hard ;  but  thou  dost  it  in  love,  my  brother, 
and  I  forgive  tliee — Alice  shall  never  be  spurned.— Doi 
this  friend  of  thine — this  lady — thou  art  roy  child's  oo- 
cle  ;  and  after  me,  thou  art  next  to  her  in  love  and  aflfee- 
tion — Still,  thou  art  not  her  father — hast  not  her  fatbeA 
fears.  Art  thou  sure  of  the  character  of  this  woonn  to 
whom  my  child  is  entrusted  ?" 

**  Am  I  sure  of  my  oivn  ? — Am  I  sure  that  my  name 
is  Christian — ^}'ours  Bridj;enorih  ? — Is  it  a  thing  I  am 
likely  to  be  insecure  in  ? — Have  I  not  dwelt  for  many 
years  in  this  city  ? — Do  I  not  know  this  Court  ? — 
And  am  I  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  ?  For  I  will  not 
think  you  can  fear  my  im[>osing  upon  you." 

"  Tliou  art  my  brother,"  said  Bridgenorih — "  the  blood 
and  bone  of  my  departed  Saint — and  I  am  determioed 
that  I  will  trust  ihee  in  this  matter." 

"  Thou  dost  well,"  said  Christian  ;  "  and  wlio  knows 
what  reward  may  be  in  store  for  thee  ? — I  cannot  look 
upon  Alice,  but  it  is  strongly  borne  in  on  my  mind,  that 
there  will  be  work  for  a  creature  so  excellent  beyond  or- 
dinary women.  Courageous  Judith  freed  Bethulia  by 
her  valour,  and  the  comely  features  of  Esther  made  her 
a  safeguard  and  a  defence  to  her  people  in  the  land  of 
captivity,  when  she  found  favour  in  the  sight  of  King 
Ahasuerus." 

"  Be  it  with  her  as  Heaven  wills,"  said  Bridgenortb  ; 
"  and  now  tell  me  what  progress  there  is  in  the  great 
work." 

"  Tiie  people  are  weary  of  the  iniquity  of  this  Couit,*' 
said  Christian  ;  "  and  if  this  man  will  continue  to  reign, 
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it  must  be  by  calling  to  his  councils  men  of  another  stamp. 

The  alarm  excited   by   the    damnable  practices  of  the 

Papists,  has  called  up  men's  souls,  and  awakened  iheir 

eyes,  to  the  dangers  of  their  state.      He  himself — for 

he  will  give  up  brother  and  wife  to  save  himself — is  not 

averse  to  a  change  of  measures ;  and  though  we  cannot 

at  first  see  the  Court  purged  as  whh  a  winnowing  fan, 

yet  there  will  be  enough  of  the  good  to  control  the  badr— 

enough  of  the  sober  party  to  compel  the  grant  of  that 

universal  toleration,  for  which  we  have  sighed  so  long,  as 

&  maiden  for  her  beloved.     Time  and  opportunity  will 

lead  the  way  to  more  thorough  reformation;   and  that 

will  be  done  without  stroke  of  sword,  which  our  friends 

failed  to  establish  on  a  sure  foundation,  even  when  tlieir 

victorious  blades  were  in  their  hands.'' 

"  May  God  grant  it !"  said  Bridgenorth  ;  "  for  I  fear 
me  I  should  scruple  to  do  aught  which  should  once  more 
unsheathe  the  civil  sword  ;  but  welcome  all  tliat  comes 
in  a  peaceful  and  parliamentary  way." 

*'  Ay,"  said  Christian,  ''  and  which  will  bring  with  it 
the  bitter  amends,  which  our  enemies  have  so  long  merit- 
ed at  our  hands.  How  long  hath  our  brother's  blood 
cried  for  vengeance  from  the  altar  ! — Now  shall  that  cruel 
Frenchwoman  Gnd  that  neither  lapse  of  years,  nor  her 
'powerful  friends,  nor  the  name  of  Stanley,  nor  the  sov- 
ereignly of  Man,  shall  slop  the  stern  .course  of  the  pur- 
suer of  blood.  Her  iiome  shall  be  struck  from  the  noble, 
and  her  heritage  shall  another  take." 

"  Nay,  but,  brother  Christian,"  said  Bridgenorth,  "  art 
thou  not  over  eager  in  pursuing  this  thing  ? — It  is  ihy  duty 
as  a  Ohristian  to  forgive  thine  enemies." 

"  Ay,  but  not  the  enemies  of  Heaven — not  those  who 
shed  the  blood  of  the  saints,"  said  Christian,  his  eyes 
kindling  with  that  vehement  and  fiery  expression  which  at 
tiroes  gave  t^his  uninteresting  countenance  the  only  char- 
acter of  passion  which  it  ever  exhibited.  "  No,  Bridt^e- 
nortbt"  he  continued,  "  I  esioein  this  purpose  of  revenue 
holy— I  account  it  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  what  may 
harie  been  evil  in  my  life,    }  have  submitted  to  be  sjtucw- 
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ed  by  the  haughty — ^I  have  humbled  myself  to  be  is  a 
servant ;  but  in  my  breast  was  the  proud  thought,  I  irfao 
do  this — do  it  that  I  may  avenge  my  brother's  blood." 

<'  Still,  my  brother,"  said  Bridgenorth,  *^  ahbou{^  I 
participate  thy  purpose,  and  have  aided  thee  againsiilus 
Moabitish  woman,  I  canuot  but  tliink  thy  revenge  is  more 
after  the  law  of  Moses  than  after  the  law  of  love." 

*'  This  comes  well  from  thee,  Ralph  Bridgenorth,'* 
answered  Christian  ;  *'  from  thee,  who  hast  just  saukd 
over  tlie  downfall  of  thine  own  enemy!" 

*'  If  you  mean  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,"  said  Bridgenoith, 
'^  I  smile  not  on  his  ruin.  It  is  well  he  is  abased ;  but 
if  it  lies  with  me,  I  may  humble  his  pride,  but  will  never 
ruin  his  house." 

"  You  know  your  purpose  best,"  said  Christian  ;  **  and 
I  do  justice,  brother  Bridgenorth,  to  the  purity  of  your 
principles ;  but  men  who  sec  with  but  worldly  eyes,  wouM 
discern  little  purpose  of  mercy  in  the  strict  magistrate  and 
severe  creditor — and  such  have  you  been  to  Peveril." 

'*  And,  brother  Ciiristian,"  said  Bridgenorth,  his  col- 
our rising  as  he  spoke,  "  neither  do  I  doubt  your  pur* 
pose,  nor  deny  the  surprising  address  with  which  you 
have  procured  such  perfect  information  concerning  the 
purposes  of  yonder  woman  of  Ammon.  But  it  is  free  to 
me  to  think,  that  in  your  fntercourse  with  the  Court,  and  ' 
with  courtiers,  you  may,  in  your  carnal  and  worldly  pol- 
icy, sink  the  value  of  those  spiritual  gifts,  for  which  you 
were  once  so  much  celebrated  among  the  brethren." 

"  Do  not  apprehend  it,"  said  Christian,  recovering  his 
temper,  which  had  been  a  little  ruffled  by  the  previous  dis- 
cussion. **  Ijct  us  but  work  together  as  lieretofore  ;  and  I 
trust  each  of  us  sliall  be  found  doing  the  work  of  a  faithful 
servant  to  that  good  old  cause  for  which  we  have  here- 
tofore drawn  the  sword." 

So  saying,  he  took  his  hat,  and  bidding  Bridgenorth  fare- 
well, declared  his  intention  of  returning  in  the  evening. 

^^   1«*'iro   tlin^   ii'£i1l  t"     uniH    Kri/^arf^nrkPtli  •     (<  in  fli*>V  mtmamt 


Fare  thee  well  !"  said  Bridgenorth  ;   "  to  that 
wilt  thou  And  me  ever  a  true  and  devoted  adherenU     I 
will  act  by  that  counsel  of  thine,  and  will  not  even  islr 
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thee — thodgli  it  may  grieve  my  heart  as  a  parent^with 
irbom,  or  where,  thou  hast  entrusted  my  child.  I  will 
try  to  cut  off,  and  cast  from  me,  even  my  right  hand, 
and  my  right  eye  ;  but  for  thee,  Christian,  if  thou  dost 
deal  otherwise  than  prudently  and  honestly  in  this  matter, 
it  is  what  God  and  man  will  require  at  thy  hand." 

**  Fear  not  me,"  said  Christian,  hastily,  and  left  the 
place,  agitated  by  reflections  of  no  pleasant  kind. 

"  1  ought  to  have  perauatted  him  to  return,"  he  said, 
as  he  stepped  out  into  the  street.  '^  Even  his  hovering  in 
this  neighbourhood  may  spoil  the  plan  on 'which  depends 
the  rise  of  my  fortunes — ay,  and  of  his  child's.  Will  men 
say  I  have  ruined  her,  when  I  sbfUl  have  raised  her  to 
die  dazzling  height  of  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  and 
perhaps  made  her  mother  to  a  long  line  of  princes  ? 
Chiflinch  hath  vouched  for  opportunity  ;  aiyi  the  ii61up« 
tuary's  fortune  depends  on  his  gratifying  the  tastdbf  Up 
master  for  variety.  If  she  makes  an  impression,  it  mint 
be  a  dlBep  one  ;  and  once  seated  in  his  affections,  I  fear 
not  her  being  supplanted. — What  will  her  father  say  ? 
Will  he,  like  a  prudent  man,  put  his  shame  in  his  pocket, 
because  it  is  well  gilded  ?  or  will  he  think  it  fitting  to 
make  a  display  of  moral  wrath  and  parental  frenzy  ?  I 
fear  the  latter — He  has  ever  kept  too  strict  a  course  to 
admit  his  conniving  at  such  license.  But  what  will  his 
anger  avail  ? — I  need  not  be  seen  in  the  matter — those 
who  are,  will  care  little  for  the  resentment  of  a  country 
Puritan.  And  after  all,  what  I  am  Labouring  to  bring 
about  is  best  for  himself,  the  wench,  and,  above  all,  for 
me,  Edward  Christian." 

With  such  base  opiates  did  this  unhappy  wretch  stifle 
bis  own  conscience,  while  anticipating  the  disgrace  of  his 
friend's  family,  and  the  ruin  of  a  near  relative,  committed 
ID  confidence  to  his  charge.  The  character  of  this  man 
was  of  no  common  description  ;  nor  was  it  by  an  ordi- 
nary road  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  present  climax  of 
nnfeeling  and  infamous  selfishness. 

7*      VOL.    II. 
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Edward  Christian,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  was  ik 
brother  of  that  William  Christian,  who  was  the  priodpil 
instrument  in  delivering  up  the  Island  of  Man  to  tiia 
Republic,  and  who  became  the  victim  of  the  Countesi 
of  Derby's  revenge  on  that  account.     Both  bad  been 
educated  as  Puritans,  but  William  was  a  soldier,  wUch 
somewhat  modified  the  strictness  of  his  religious  opinioos; 
Edward,  a  civilian,  seemed  to  entertain  these  principles 
in  the  utmost  rigour.     But  it  was  only  seeming.    Tin 
exactness  of  deportment,  which  procured  him  great  hon- 
our and  influence  among  the  sober  parttf^  as  they  were 
wont  to  term  themselves,  covered  a  voluptuous  disposi- 
tion, the  gratification  of  which  was  sweet  to  him  as  stolen 
Aters,  and  pleasant  as  bread  eaten  in  secret.     While, 
diorefore,  his  seeming  godliness  brought  him  worldly  gain, 
his  secret  pleasures  compensated  for  his  outward  auster- 
ity ;    until  the  Restoration,  and  the  Countess's  violent 
proceedings  against  his  brother,  interrupted  the  course 
of  botii.     He  then  fled  from  his  native  island,  burning 
with  the  desire  of  revenging  liis  brother's  death — the  only 
passion   foreign  to  his  own  gratification  which  he  was 
ever  known  to  cherish,  and  which  was  also  at  least  partly 
selfish,  since  it  concerned  the  restoration  of  his  own  for- 
tunes. 

He  found  easy  access  to  Villicrs,  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
who,  in  right  of  his  Duchess,  claimed  such  of  the  Der- 
by estates  as  had  been  bestowed  by  the  Parliament  on 
liis  celebrated  father-in-law,  Lord  Fairfax.  His  influ- 
ence, at  the  Court  of  Charles,  where  a  jest  was  a  better 
plea  than  a  long  claim  of  faiihful  service,  was  so  success- 
fully exerted,  as  to  coniribnte  e;reatly  to  the  depression 
of  that  loyal  and  ill-rewarded  family.  But  Buckingham 
was  incapable,  even  for  his  own  interest,  of  pursuing  the 
steady  course  which  Christian  suggested  to  him  ;  and  his 
vacillation  probably  saved  the  remnant  of  the  large  estates 
of  the  Earl  of  Derbv. 

Meantime,  Ciiristinn  was  too  useful  a  follower  to  be 
dismissed.  From  Buckingham,  and  others  of  that  stamp, 
he  did  not  affect  to  conceal  the  laxity  of  his  morals ;  but, 
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towards  the  Dumerous  BDd  powerrul  party  to  wbicb  lie 
belonged,  he  was  able  to  disguise  them  by  a  seeramg 
gravity  of  exterior,  which  he  never  laid  aside.  Indeed, 
to  wide  and  absolute  was  then  the  distinction  betwixt 
the  Court  and  the  city,  that  a  man  might  have  for  some 
time  played  two  several  parts,  as  in  two  different  spheres, 
without  its  being  discovered  in  tlie  one  that  he  exhibited 
himself  in  a  different  light  in  the  oilier.  Besides,  when 
^  man  of  talent  shows  himself  an  able  and  useful  parti- 
zan,  his  parly  will  continue  to  protect  and  accredit  him, 
in  spite  of  conduct  the  most  contradictory  to  their  own 
principles.  Some  facts  are,  in  such  cases,  denied — some 
are  glossed  over — and  party  zeal  is  permitted  to  cover  at 
least  as  many  defects  as  ever  dolh  charity. 

Edward  Christian  had  often  need  of  the  partial  indul- 
gence of  his  friends ;  but  he  experienced  it.  for  be  was 
eminently  useful.  Buckingham,  and  odier  courtiers  of 
the  same  class,  however  dissolute  in  their  lives,  were  de- 
sirous of  keeping  some  connexion  with  the  Dissentiuj^ 
Puritanic  party,  as  it  was  termed  ;  thereby  to  sirengll 
themselves  against  their  opponents  atCourt.  In  such  i| 
Irigues,  Christian  was  a  notable  agenl ;  and  at  one 
had  nearly  procured  an  absolute  union  between  a  class 
which  professed  the  most  rigid  principles  of  religion  and 
morality,  and  the  latimdinarian  courtiers,  who  set  ail  prin- 
ciple at  defiance. 

Amidst  the  vicissitudes  of  a  life  of  iutrigue,  during  which 
Buckioghani's  ambitious  schemes  and  his  own  repeatedly 
sent  him  across  the  Atlantic,  it  was  Edward  Christian's 
boast  that  he  never  lost  slight  of  his  principal  object — re- 
venge on  (he  Countess  of  Derby,  He  maintained  a  close 
and  intimate  correspondence  with  bis  native  island,  so 
as  to  bo  perfectly  infonned  of  whatever  took  place  there  ; 
and  he  stimulated,  on  every  favourable  opportunity,  the 
cupidity  of-Buckingham  to  possess  himsdf  of  this  petty 
kingdom,  by  procuring  the  forfeiture  of  its  present  Lord. 
It  was  not  difficult  lo  keep  his  patron's  wild  wishes  alive 
on  this  topic,  for  his  oivn  mercurial  imagination  attached 
-  particular  charms  to  the  idea  of  becoming  a  sort  of  sov- 
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ereign  even  in  this  little  island  ;  and  be  was  like  Catalae* 
as  covetous  of  the  property  of  others,  as  he  was  profosB 
of  his  own. 

But  it  was  not  until  the  pretended  discovery  of  the 
Papist  Plot  that  the  schemes  of  Christian  could  be  brougfal 
to  ripen  ;  and  then,  so  odious  were  the  Catholics  in  the 
eyes  of  tlie  credulous  people  of  England,  that,  upon  the 
accusation  of  the  most  infamous  of  mankind,  coiDmot 
informers,  the  scourings  of  jails,  and  the  refuse  of  the 
whipping-post,  the  most  atrocious  charges  against  persons 
of  the  highest  rank  and  fairest  character,  were  readilj 
received  and  credited. 

This  was  a  period  which  Christian  did  not  fail  to  im- 
prove. He  drew  close  his  intimacy  with  Bridgenorth, 
which  had  indeed  never  been  interrupted,  and  readily 
engaged  him'  in  his  schemes,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  bii 
brother-in-law,  were  alike  honourable  and  patriotic.  But, 
while  he  flattered  Bridgenorth  with  the  achieving  a  com- 
plete reformation  in  the  stale — checking  the  profligacy 
of  the  Court — relieving  llie  consciences  of  the  Dissenters 
j^om  the  pressure  of  the  penal  laws — amending,  in  fine, 
the  crying  grievances  of  the  tiine — while  he  showed  him 
also,  in  prospect,  revenge  upon  the  Countess  of  Derby, 
and  a  humbling  dispensation  on  the  House  of  Peveril, 
from  whom  Bridgenorth  had  suffered  such  indignity. 
Christian  did  not  neglect,  ih  the  meanwhile,  to  consider 
how  he  could  best  benefit  himself  by  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  bim  by  his  unsuspicious  relation. 

The  exlreme  beauty  of  Alice  Bridgenorth — the  great 
wealth  which  lime  and  economy  had  accumulated  on  her 
father — pointed  her  out  as  a  most  desirable  match  to  re- 
pair the  wasted  fortunes  of  some  of  the  followers  of  the 
Court ;  and  he  flattered  himself  that  he  could  conduct 
such  a  negotialioii  so  as  to  he  in  a  hiu;h  degree  conducive 
to  his  own  advanlJice.  He  found  there  would  be  little 
difiieulty  in  j)re\ailin:;  on  ]M;ijor  Bridu;enorili  to  intrust 
hiin  with  the  guardlanslji|)  ol  his  rhuii^hter.  Tlial  unfor- 
tunate gentleman  had  accustomed  himself,  from  the  very 
period  of  her  birth,  to  re;i:ard  the  })resence  of  his  child  as 
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•  worldly  indulgenre  too  f;reat  to  be  flllowed  to  him ;  and 
Cbristian  had  llltle  trouble  in  convincing  liim,  that  (lie 
strong  iiiclinntion  nhicli  lio  felt  to  bt'siow  Iict  on  Julian 
PeFeril,  provided  lie  could  Lu  bronglit  over  to  his  own 
political  opinions,  was  a  blattienblc  compromise  with  his 
more  severe  principles.  I^te  circumstanrcs  bad  tiiu§:ht 
liitn  the  inc:apacity  and  unfitness  of  Dame  Debbltrb  for 
the  sole  charge  of  so  dear  a  pledge  ;  and  lie  readily  and 
ihankfully  embraced  tbe  kind  ofTur  o(  her  niaternri  uncle, 
Christian,  to  place  Alice  under  llie  protection  of  a  lady 
of  rank  in  London,  whilst  lie  himself  was  to  be  engaged 
ill  the  scenes  of  bustle  and  blood,  which,  in  common  with 
«|]  good  Protestants,  he  expected  was  speedily  to  take 
(dace  on  a  general  rising  of  the  Papists,  unless  prevcntt-d 
by  the  active  and  energt'lic  measures  of  the  good  people 
of  England.  He  even  confessed  bis  fears,  tliat  his  par- 
tial regard  for  Alice's  happiness  iiii^lit  cnervnte  his  cfTorls 
ill  behalf  of  bis  couiury  ;  and  Clirisliun  had  little  trouble 
in  eliciting  from  him  a  promise,  that  he  would  forbear  to 
inquire  after  her  for  some  time. 

Thus  certain  of  being  the  temporary  guardian  of  his 
niece  for  a  space  long  enough,  he  flattered  himself,  for  the 
execution  of  bis  purpose.  Christian  endeavoured  to  pave 
tile  way  by  consulting  Clii0inch,  whose  known  skill  in 
court  policy  qualified  biin  best  as  an  adviser  on  this  oc- 
casion. But  this  wonhy  person,  being,  in  fact,  a  purveyor 
for  his  Majesty's  pleasures,  and  on  that  account  high  in 
Ills  good  graces,  thought  it  fell  within  the  line  of  bis  duty 
to  suggest  another  scheme  than  that  on  which  Christian 
consulted  him.  A  woman  of  such  beauty  as  Alice 
was  descrilied,  he  deemed  more  worthy  to  be  a  par- 
taker of  the  aiTMlioiis  of  llie  merry  .Monareli,  whose 
taste  in  female  beauty  was  so  exijuJHtle,  than  to  liL-  inado 
t!>e  wife  of  some  worn-out  prodi^iil  of  quality.  And  then, 
doing  nerfecl  justice  to  Ins  own  rbararf'r,  lie  fcU  it  would 
not  be  one  wliit  impnircd,  wlille  his  furtunc  would  he,  in 
every  rc.titect,  greatly  amenilcd,  if,  (ifier  sliarint;  ilie  short 
reign  of  die  Gwyns,  the  DiiviBos.lheKoljcrtws,  and  so 
foilh,  Alice  Bridgcnorih  should  retire  from  the  siute  of 
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a  rojal  faYourite,  into  the  bumble  conditioQ  of  Vm 

Chiffinch. 

After  cautiously  sounding  Christian,  and  finding  dm 
the  near  prospect  of  interest  to  himself  effectually  pi^ 
vented  his  starting  at  this  iniquitous  scheme,  Chiflhdi 
detailed  it  t(5  him  fully,  carefully  keeping  the  final  tenni&i- 
tion  out  of  sight,  and  talking  of  the  favour  to  be  acqoirei 
by  the  fair  Alice  as  no  passing  caprice,  but  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  a  reign  as  long  and  absolute  as  that  of  the  Doeb- 
ess  of  Portsmouth,    of    whose  avarice  and  domineeriog 
temper  Charles  was  now  understood  to  be  much  bred, 
though  the  force  of  habit  rendered  him  unequal  to  fnt 
himself  of  her  yoke. 

Thus  chalked  out,  the  scene  prepared  was  no  knger 
the  scheme  of  a  Court  pander,  and  a  villanous  resolution 
for  the  ruin  of  an  innocent  girl,  but  became  a  state  btrigue, 
for  tlie  removal  of  an  obnoxious  favourite,  and  the  sub- 
sequent change  of  the  King's  sentiments  upon  various 
material  points,  in  which  he  was  at  present  influenced  by 
the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth.  In  this  light  it  was  exhibited 
to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who,  eitlier  to  sustain  his 
character  for  daring  gallantry,  or  in  order  to  gratify  some 
capricious  fancy,  had  at  one  time  made  love  to  the  reigo* 
ing  favourite,  and  experienced  a  repulse  which  he  bad 
never  forgiven. 

But  one  scheme  was  too  little  to  occupy  the  active  and 
enter  prizing  spirit  of  tlie  Duke.  An  appendix  of  the 
Popish  Plot  was  easily  so  contrived  as  to  involve  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  who,  from  character  and  religion,  was 
precisely  the  person  whom  the  credulous  part  of  tlie  public 
were  inclined  to  suppose  the  likely  acc-omplice  of  such  a 
conspiracy.  Christian  and  Bridgenorth  undertook  the 
perilous  commission  of  attacking  her  even  in  her  own  little 
kingdom  of  Man,  and  had  commissions  for  this  purpose, 
which  were  only  to  be  produced  in  case  of  their  schemo 
taking  effect. 

It  miscarried,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  from  the  Coun- 
tess's alert  preparations  for  defence ;  and  neither  Christian 
nor  Bridgenorth  held  it  sound  polk^y  to  practise  openly» 
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even  under  parliamentary  authority,  against  a  lady  so  little 
liable  to  hesitate  upon  the  r.icnsurcs  most  likely  to  secure 
her  feudal  sovereignty  ;  wisely  considering,  that  even  the 
omnipotence,  as  it  has  been  somewhat  too  largely  styled, 
of  Parlianaent,  might  fail  to  relieve  them  from  the  personal 
cooaequences  of  a  failure. 

On  the  continent  of  Britain,  however,  no  opposition  was 
to  be  feared ;  and  so  well  was  Christian  acquainted  with  all 
the  motions  in  the  interior  of  the  Countess's  little  court, 
or  household,  that  Peveril  would  have  been  arrested  the 
instant  he  set  foot  on  shore,  but  for  the  gale  of  wind, 
which  obliged  the  vessel,  in  which  he  was  a  passenger,  to 
run  for  Liverpool.     Here  Christian,  under  die  name  of 
Ganlesse,  unexpectedly  met  with  him,  and  preserved  him 
from  tlie  fangs  of  the  well-breathed  witnesses  of  die  Plot, 
with  the  purpose  of  securing  his  despatches,  or,  if  neces- 
sary, his  person  also,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  place  him  at 
bis  own  discretion — a  narrow  and  perilous  game,  which 
be  thought  it  better,  however,  to  undertake,  than  to  permit 
these  subordinate  agents,  who  w^ere  always  ready  to 
mutiny  against  all  in  league  with  them,  to  obtain  the  credit 
which    they  must  have   done   by  the   seizure  of  tho 
Countess  of  Derby's  papers.     It  was  besides,  essential  to 
Buckingham's  schemes,  that  these  should  not  pass  into  the 
bands  of  a  public  officer  like  Topham,  who,  however 
pompous  and  stupid,  was  upright  and  well-intentioned, 
until  they  had  undergone  the  revisal  of  a  private  commit- 
tee, where  something  might  have  probably  been  suppress- 
ed, even  supposing  that  nothing  had   been  added.     In 
short.  Christian,  in  carrying  on  his  own  separate  and  pe- 
culiar intrigue,  by  the  agency  of  the  Great  Popish  Plot, 
as  it  was  called,  acted  just  like  an  engineer,  who  derives 
the  principle  of  motion  which  turns  his  macliinery,  by 
flaeans  of  a  steam-engine,  or  large  water-wheel,  construct- 
ed to  drive  a  separate  and  larger  engine.     Accordingly, 
he  was  d  termined  that,  while  he  took  all  the  advantage 
he  could  ^m  their  supposed  discoveries,  no  one  should 
be  admitted  to  tamper  or  interfere  with  his  own  plans  of 
profit  and  revenge. 

V 
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Chiffinch,  who,  desirous  of  satisfying  himself  with  Ui 
own  eyes  of  that  excellent  beauty  which  bad  beea  id 
highly  extolled,  had  gone  down  to  Derbyshire  on  purpoie, 
was  infinitely  delighted,  when,  during  the  course  of  atvo 
hours'  sermon  at  the  dissenting  chapel  in  Liverpool,  wfaidi 
afforded   him  ample  leisure  for  a  deliberate  surrey,  he 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  he  had  never  seen  a  (arm 
or  face  more  captivating.    His  eyes  having  confirmed  vhit 
was  told  him,  he  hurried  back  to  the  little  inn  which  form- 
ed their  place  of  rendezvous,  and  there  awaited  Cbristiio 
and  his  niece,  with  a  degree  of  confidence  in  the  succca 
of  their  project  which  he  had  not  before  entertained ;  and 
with  an  apparatus  of  luxury,  calculated,  as  he  thought,  ID 
make  a  favourable  impression  on  the  mind  of  a  rustic  girl. 
He  was  somewhat   surprised,  when,   instead  of  Alice 
Bridgenorth,  to  whom  he  expected  that  night  to  have  been 
introduced,  he  found  that  Christian  was  accompanied  by 
Julian  Peveril.     It  was  indeed  a  severe  disappointment, 
for  he  had  prcvaileu  on  his  own  indolence  to  venture  thus 
far  from  the  Court,  in  order  that  he  might  judge,  with  his 
own  paramount  tnstc,  whether  Alice  was  really  die  prod* 
igy  wliich  her  uncle's  praises  had  bespoken  her,  and,  as 
such,  a  victim  worthy  of  the  fate  to  which  she  was  des- 
tined. 

A  few  words  betwixt  the  worthy  confederates  deter- 
mined them  on  the  plan  of  stripping  Peveril  of  the  Count- 
ess's despatches  ;  CbifHnch  absolutely  refusing  to  take 
any  share  in  arresting  him,  as  a  matter  of  which  his  mas- 
ter's approbation  might  be  very  uncertain. 

Christian  had  also  his  own  reasons  for  abstaining  from 
so  decisive  a  step.  It  was  by  no  meanslikely  to  be  agree- 
able to  Bcidgenorth,  whom  it  was  necessary  to  keep  in 
good  humour  ; — it  was  not  necessary,  for  the  Countess's 
despatches  were  of  far  more  importance  than  the  person 
of  Julian.  Lastly,  it  was  superfluous  in  this  respect  also, 
that  Julian  was  on  the  road  to  his  father's  castle,  where  it 
was  likely  lie  would  be  seized,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
along  with  the  other  suspicious  persons  who  fell  under 
Topham's  warrant,  and  the  denuaciations  of  his  infamous 
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companions.  He,  therefore,  far  from  using  any  violence 
to  Peveril,  asMimed  towards  liim  sucli  a.  frieodly  tone,  as 
might  seem  to  warn  him  against  receiving  damage  from 
odiers,  and  Tindicaie  himself  from  having  had  any  share 
in  depriving  iiim  of  bis  charge.  This  last  mansuvre  was 
achieved  by  an  infusion  of  &  strong  narcotic  into  Julian's 
viae ;  under  the  influence  of  which,  he  slumbered  so 
soundly,  that  the  confederates  were  easily  able  to  accom- 
plish their  inbcispitabic  purpose. 

Tlie  events  of  the  succeeding  days  arc  already  known 
Id  the  reader:  Chiffinch  set  fonvarii  to  return  to  London 
irith  tlie  packet,  which  it  was  dcsiralie  slmuld  be  in  Buck- 
ingham's hands  as  soon  as  possible  ;  while  Christian  went 
la  Moultmssie,  to  receive  Alice  from  her  father,  and  con- 
vey her  safely  to  London — his  accomplice  agreeing  to 
defer  his  curiosity  to  see  more  of  lier  until  they  should 
have  arrived  in  that  city. 

Before  partini;  with  Brifl;j;cnorth,  CInisiian  had  exert- 
ed his  utmost  address  to  prevail  on  him  to  remain  at  Moul- 
trassie :  lie  had  even  overstepped  the  hounds  of  prudence, 
and,  by  his  urgency,  awakened  some  suspicions  of  an  in- 
dchnite  nature,  nHiich  he  found  it  difficult  to  allay. 
Bridgenorth,  therefore,  followed  his  brother- ui -law  to 
London  ;  and  the  reader  has  already  been  made  acouaint- 
cd  with  the  arts  which  Christian  used  to  preienl  his  farther 
interference  with  the  destinies  of  his  daughter,  or  the  un- 
hallowed schemes  of  her  ill-chosen  guardian.  Still  Chris- 
tian, as  he  strode  along  the  street  in  profound  reflection, 
saw  that  his  undertaking  was  attended  with  a  thousand 

Kcrils ;  and  the  drops  stood  like  beads  on  his  Lrow  when 
e  thought  of  the  presumptuous  levity  and  (ickle  temper 
of  Buckingham — tlie  frivolity  and  intemperance  of  Chif- 
finch— the  suspicions  of  the  melancholy  and  bigoted,  yet 
sagacious  and  honest  BridMnortb.  "  Had  I,"  lie  tliou'^ht, 
'■  but  f^nls  fitted,  each  to  their  portion  of  the  work,  bow 
easily  could  I  heave  asunder  and  disjoini  tlie  strength  that 
opposes  me  !  but  with  these  frail  and  insullieicnt  iinple- 
(ittuts,  I  nm  in  daily,  hourly,  mo-ncmarv  dangi.r,  that  one 
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lever  or  otber  gives  nay,  and  that  ilie  nbole  niia  recoili  i 
on  my  own  licad.  And  yd,  were  it  nol  for  Uiose  falliip  I 
I  complain  of,  Jioiv  were  il  possible  for  me  to  liave  acquir- 
ed that  power  over  tliem  all  which  coDStiaites  them  n^ 
passive  tools,  even  nlien  ihey  seeei  most  lo  exeit  iln 
own  free  will?  Yes,  the  bigou  have  some  right  when  ibEf 
affirm  that  all  is  for  the  best." 

Il  may  seem  strange,  that,  amidst  tlie  various  sobjecH 
of  Christian's  apprehension,  he  was  never  viijted  bj  l^ 
long  or  permanent  doubt  that  the  virtue  of  hia  niece  m^ 
prove  the  shoal  on  which  his  voyage  should  Ixhwrecb^ 
But  be  was  an  arrant  rogue,  as  well  as  a  bardeoed  Ubo" 
tine  ;  and,  in  boih  characters,  a  professed  diabelierec ii 
tbe  virtue  of  the  fair  sex. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Ai  lor  Jolm  Diydeii'i  Charici,  I  owd  thai  Kiaf 
Wu  nerer  any  rcry  nigliijr  thing  : 
And  fEi  he  nai  a  dcviliJi  ieattt  leUaw — 
Eiynj'U  hli  Dicnd  and  l>aille,  and  gat  mdknr. 

Dr.  H'sfctt 

I^XDOi*,  the  grand  central  point  of  intrigues  of  evety 
descriplion,  liad  now  attracted  within  its  dark  and  shad- 
owy region  tlie  greater  number  of  the  personages  nhoio 
we  have  had  occasion  to  mention. 

Julian  Pcveril,  amongst  oil lers  of  the  dramatis  personz, 
had  arrived,  and  taken  up  his  abode  in  a  remote  inn  iu 
tbe  suburbs.  His  business,  he  conceived,  was  to  remain 
incognito  until  he  should  have  communicated  in  private 
with  the  friends  who  were  niostlikelyto  lend  assistance  to 
his  parents,  as  welt  as  to  his  patroness,  in  their  presrat 
situation  of  doubt  nnd  dnnf^or.  Amongst  these,  die  most 
powerful  was  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  whose  faithful  service*, 
high  rank,  ami  acknowlcdgiul  worth  and  virluc,  slill  pre- 
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wrved  an  ascendancy  m  thai  very  CoJin.  ivberc.  in  zeriers!. 
he  was  regarded  as  oui  ol'  \i\'z\:r.  Lijo-r.!.  >:  :.-.::::  c:r.- 
sciousin.'ss  did  Cijcilts  (!!.-;!.•.  ir,  :.!=  -■..:._-:.:. ^r  ::.ii;-5 
that  celebrated  iiobfe,  and  ^er%  aiii  ol  i.:s  ;  jiher,  ihs:  B  jck- 
inghani  once  took  tlie  frecdciii  to  a^k  the  KJx;z  wbeilier 
the  Duke  ofOrinond  bad  lost  bis  Majesty's  favotify  or  his 
Majesty  the  Duke's  ?  since,  whenever  they  chanced  to 
™cet,!he  King  appeared  the  nicn^  e:nbarrassed  of  the  two. 
But  it  was  not  Peveril's  good  fortune  to  obtain  t!ie  advice 
w  countenance  of  this  distinzui.'-hed  person.  His  Grace 
of  Ormond  was  not  at  that  lirne  in  London. 

The  letter,  about  the  deliver}-  of  which  the  Coustes 
^ad  seemed  most  ansious  after  that  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
tfiond,  was  addressed  to  Captain  Barstow.  (a  Jesuit*  whose 
^eal  name  was  Fenwicke.)  to  be  ibur.d.  or  at  least  to  be 
lieard  of,  in  the  house  of  one  Martin  Christal  in  the  Savoy. 
To  thb  place  hastened  Peveril,  upon  leaminz  the  absence 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond.     He  was  not  iznorant  of  the  daa- 
ger  which  he  personally  incurred,  by  thus  becominz  a  me- 
dium of  communication  betwixt  a  Popish  priest  and  a  sus- 
pected Catholic.     But  when  he  undertook  the  perilous 
commission  of  his  patroness,  he  had  done  so  frankly,  and 
with  the  unreserved  resolution  of  sen'inz  her  in  the  manner 
in  which  she  most  desired  her  affairs  to  be  conducted.    Yet 
he  could  not  forbear  some  secret  apprehension,  when  he 
felt  himself  engaged  in  the  lalA'rip.th  of  passazes  and  gal- 
leries, which  led  to  different  obscure  sets  of  apartments 
in  the  ancient  buiidinz  termed  the  Savov. 

This  antiquated  and  almost  ruinous  pile  occupied  a  part 
of  the  site  of  the  public  offices  in  the  Strand,  commonly 
called  Somerset-House.  The  Savoy  had  been  formerly 
a  palace,  and  took  its  name  from  an  Earl  of  Savoy,  by 
whom  it  was  founded.  It  had  been  the  habitation  of  John 
of  Gaunt,  and  various  persons  of  distinction — had  become 
a  convent,  an  hospital,  and  6nally,  in  Charles  II.'s  time,  a 
vraste  of  dilapidated  buildings  and  ruinous  apartments,  in- 
habited chiefly  by  those  who  had  some  connexion  with,  or 
dependence  upon  the  neighbouring  palace  of  Somerset- 
House,  which,  more  fortunate  than  the  Savoy,  had  still 
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retained  its  royal  title,  and  was  tlie  abode  of  a  part  of  die 
Court,  and  occasionally  of  tbc  King  hinisclfi  who  hid 
apartments  there. 

It  was  not  without  several  inquiries,  and  more  than  one 
mistake,  that,  at  tlie  end  of  a  long  and  dusky  pasa^, 
composed  of  boards  so  wasted  by  time,  that  they  threat- 
ened to  cive  way  under  his  feet,  Julian  al  length  found  the 
name  of  Martin  Christal,  broker  and  appraiser,  upoo  a 
shattered  door.     He  was  about  to  knock,  when  some  one 
pulled  his  cloak  ;  and  looking  round,  to  bis  great  astonisb- 
ment,  which  indeed  almost  amounted  to  fear,  be  sav  the 
little  mute  damsel,  who  had  accompanied  him  for  a  put 
of  the  way  on  his  voyage  from  the  Isle  of  Man.    "  Fe* 
Delia  !"  he  exclaimed,  forgetting  that  she  could  neither 
hear  nor  reply, — "  Fenella  !  Can  this  Ife  you  ?" 

Fenella,  assuming  the  air  of  warning  and  authority, 
which  she  had  heretofore  endeavoured  to  adopt  towards 
him,  interposed  betwixt  Julian  and  the  door  at  which  he 
was  about  to  knock — pointed  with  her  finger  towards  it 
in  a  prohibiting  manner,  and  at  the  same  time  bent  her 
brows,  and  shook  her  head  sternly. 

After  a  moment's  consideration,  Julian  could  place  but 
one  interpretation  upon  Fenella's  appearance  and  conduct, 
and  that  was,  by  supposing  her  lady  had  come  up  lo  Lon- 
don, and  had  despatched  this  mute  attendant,  as  a  confi- 
dential person,  to  apprize  him  of  some  change  of  her 
intended  operations,  which  might  render  the  delivery  of 
her  letters  to  Barstow,  alias  Fenwicke,  superfluous,  or 
perhaps  dangerous.  He  made  signs  to  Fenella,  demand- 
mg  to  know  whether  she  had  any  commission  from  the 
Countess.  She  nodded.  "  Had  she  any  letter  ?"  be 
continued,  by  the  same  mode  of  inquiry.  She  shook  her 
head  impatiently,  and,  walking  hastily  along  tbc  passage, 
made  a  signal  to  him  to  follow.  He  did  so,  having  little 
doubt  that  he  was  about  to  be  conducted  into  the  Count- 
ess's presence  ;  but  his  surprise,  at  first  excited  by  Fe- 
nella's appearance,  was  increased  by  the  rapidity  and  ease 
with  which  she  seemed  to  track  the  dusky  and  decayed 
mazes  of  the  dilapidated  Savoy,  eaual  to  that  with  which 
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be  bad  seen  ber  formerly  lead  the  way  tlirougb  the  zloomj 
▼aults  of  Castle  Rushin,  in  the  Isle  of  Man. 

When  he  recollected,  howerer,  that  Fenella  had  ac- 
companied the  Countess  on  a  lonz  visit  to  Loodoo,  it  ap- 
peared not  improbable  thai  she  niisht  then  have  acqoired 
this  k>cal  knowledge  which  seemed  so  accurate.  Many 
foreigners,  dependent  on  the  Queen  or  Q'lcen  Dowaz'^r, 
had  apartments  in  the  Savoy.  Many  CatlK>:ic  priesta  2!^ 
found  refuge  in  its  recesses,  under  vniious  d^zuises.  snd 
in  defiance  of  the  severity  of  the  Iai\5  apio::  P^per.- 
What  was  more  likelv,  liian  that  the  Counies:  of  DerLv. 
a  Catholic  and  a  Frenchwoman,  should  have  had  secret 
commissions  among  such  people  ;  and  that  the  execu* 
tion  of  such  should  be  entrusted,  at  least  occasional! v.  1-3 
Fenella  ? 

Thus  reflecting,  Julian  continued  to  foliow  her  Hzui  ar.'! 
active  footsteps  as  she  glided  from  the  Sir&nd  to  Sprir.r- 
Garden,  and  thence  into  the  Park. 

It  was  still  early  in  tiie  morninz,  and  the  Mail  ua^  us* 
tenanted,  save  by  a  few  walkers,  who  frfquenied  Ui*:if: 
shades  for  the  wholesome  purpo.-es  of  air  'ar-.d  «zX'-tc\i^. 
Splendour,  gaieiy,  and  disphty,  did  not  come  for.ij,  at  th^t 
period,  until  noon  was  approachinz.  All  re^Cvrs  h^v: 
heard  that  the  whole  space  where  the  Hor^f:  Gj-ttCi  ^t-t 
now  built,  made,  in  the  time  of  Charles  11.  a  p2rt  of  .S:, 
James's  Park  ;  and  that  the  old  buildinz,  now  called  t!>^ 
Treasury,  was  a  part  of  the  ancient  Pahjce  of  \\u\\Hu't\\, 
which  was  thus  iramediatelv  connected  with  the  Park. 
The  canal  had  been  constructed  bv  the  c«^]r:brated  !>; 
Notre,  for  the  purpose  of  draining  \\\*z  Park  ;  and  it  corrj- 
municated  with  the  Thames  bv  a  dec:ov.  hXfjck'A  with  a 

auantily  of  the  rarer  waler-foi^l.  It  w^js  tow&rr>.  tiji-. 
ecoy  that  Fenella  bent  her  way  Mitli  ufiabai([:d  T.\,f-jA  ; 
and  they  were  approachinz  a  ^roup  of  two  or  ihr^c:  yj}- 
tlemen  who  sauntered  by  iis  banks,  when,  on  kxikin'i  rlovr- 
ly  at  him  who  appeared  to  be  the  chief  of  the  p^irty,  Julian 
felt  his  heart  beat  uncommonly  thick,  a^s  if  r:on<if:iouH  01 
approaching  some  one  of  the  highest  consequence, 
ti*     VOL.  11. 
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The  person  whom  he  looked  upon  was  past  ihc  middle 
ago  of  life,  of  a  dark  complexion,  corresponding  vrilhtbe 
long,  black,  full-bottomed  periwig,  which  he  wore  iosteid 
of  his  own  hair.     Uis  dress  was  plain  black  velvet,  with 
a  diamond  star,  however,  on  his  cloak,  wliich  hung  csit- 
lessly  over  one  shoulder.      His  features,  strongly  fined, 
even  to  harshness,  had  yet  an  expression  of  dignified  good 
humoor  ;  he  was  well  and  strongly  built,  walked  uprighl 
and  yet  eas^y,  and  had  u|K)n  the  whole  the  air  of  a  penoo 
of  the  highest  consideration.     He  kept  rather  in  advance 
of  his  companions,  but  turned  and  spoke  to  them,  froa 
time  to  time,  with  much  afiability,  and  probably  with  aooie 
liveliness,  judging  by  the  smiles,  and  sometimes  the  scarce 
restrained   laughter,  by  which  some  of  his  sallies  were 
received  by  his  attendants.     They  also'wore  only  momin; 
dresses  ;  but  their  looks  and  manner  were  those  of  men 
of  rank,  in  presence  of  one  in  station  still  more  elevated. 
They  shared  the  attention  of  their  principal  in  common 
with  seven  or  eight  little  black  curly-haired  spaniels,  or 
rather,  ns  tlicy  are  now  called,  cockers,  which  attended 
their  master  as  closely,  and  perhaps  with  as  deep  senti- 
ments of  attachment,  as  the  bipeds  of  the   group  ;  aod 
whose  gambols,  which  seemed  to  afford  him  much  amuse- 
ment, he  sometimes  checked,  and  sometimes  encouraged. 
In  addition  to  this  ])asiime,  a  lacquey,  or  groom,  was  also 
in  attendance,  with  one  or  two  liule  baskets  and  bags, 
from  which  the  gentleman  we  have  described  took,  from 
time  to  time,  a  handful  of  seeds,  and  amused  himself  with 
throwing  them  to  the  water- fowl. 

This,  the  King's  favourite  occupation,  together  with  his 
remarkable  countenance,  and  the  deportment  of  the  rest 
of  the  company  towards  him,  satisfied  Julian  Peveril  that 
he  was  approaching,  perhaps  indccorously,nrarto  the  per- 
son of  Charles  Stuart,  the  second  of  that  unhappy  name. 

While  he  hesitated  to  follow  his  dumb  guide  any  nearer, 
and  fell  the  embarrassment  of  being  unable  to  cummuni- 
cate  to  her  his  re])ugnance  to  further  intrusion,  a  person 
in  the  royal  retinue  touched  a  light  and  lively  air  on  the 
flageolet,  at  a  signal  from  the  King,  who  desired  to  have 
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some  tune  repented  wliicli  had  struck  liiin  in  the  theatre 
on  the  preceding  evening.  While  tiie  good-natured  Mon- 
arch marked  time  with  his  foot,  and  witJi  tlie  motion  of  his 
band,  Fcnelia  continued  to  approach  him,  and  threw  into 
her  manner  the  appearance  of  one  who  was  attracted,  as 
it  were  in  spite  of  lierself,  by  the  sounds  of  the  instrument. 

Anxious  to  know  how  this  was  to  end,  and  astonished 
to  see  the  dumb  girl  imitate  so  accurately  the  manner  of 
one  who  actually  heard  the  musical  notes,^everil  also 
drew  near,  though  at  somewhat  greater  dUtance.    ■ 

The  King  looked  good-humouredly  at  botli,  as  if  he 
odmitied  their  musical  enthusiasm  as  an  excuse  for  their 
intrusion  ;  but  his  eyes  became  rivetted  on  Fenella,  whose 
face  and  appearance,  although  rather  singular  than  beau- 
tiful, had  somethitig  in  them  wild,  fantastic,  and,  as  being 
so,  even  captivating,  to  an  eye  which  had  been  gratified 
perhaps  to  satiety  with  the  ordinary  forms  of  female  beauty. 
She  did  not  appear  to  notice  how  closely  she  was  observ- 
ed ;  but,  as  if  acting  under  an  irresistible  impulse,  de- 
rived fronrthe  sounds  to  which  she  seemed  to  listen,  she 
undid  the  bodkin  round  which  her  long  tresses  were  wind- 
ed, and  flinging  them  suddenly  over  her  slender  person, 
as  if  using  them  as  a  natural  veil,  she  began  to  dance, 
with  infinite  grace  and  agility,  to  the  tune  which  the  flag- 
eolet played. 

Peveril  lost  almost  his  sense  of  the  King's  presence, 
when  he  obser\'ed  with  what  wonderful  grace  and  agility 
FencIIa  kept  time  to  notes,  which  could  only  be  known  to 
her  by  the  motions  of  the  musician's  fingers.  He  had 
beard,  indeed,  among  other  prodigies,  of  a  person  in  Fe- 
nclla's  unhappy  situation  acquiring,  by  some  unaccounta- 
ble and  mysterious  tact,  tlie  power  of  acting  as  an  instru- 
mental musician,  nay,  becoming  so  accurate  a  performer 
as  to  be  capable  of  leading  a  musical  band  ;  and  he  had 
also  heard  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons  dancing  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy,  by  observing  the  motions  of  their  partner. 
But  Fenella's  performance  seemed  more  wonderful  lUfin 
either,  since  the  musician  was  guided  by  \m  written  no^et, 
and  the  dancer  by  the  motions  of  tlie  othera  ;  -»»here%s 
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Fenella  had  no  intimation,  save  what  she  seemed  to  gather, 
with  in6nite  accuracy,  by  observing  the  motioa  of  the 
artist's  fingers  on  his  small  instrument* 

As  for  the  King,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  particllhrci^ 
cumstances  which  rendered  Fenella's  performance  almosi 
marvellous,  he  was  contented,  at  her  first  commencement, 
to  authorize  what  seemed  to  him  the  frolic  of  this  singo- 
lar-looking  damsel,  by  a  good-humoured  smile ;  but  vhes 
he  perceive^the  exquisite  truth  and  justice,  as  well  as  the 
wonderful  combination  of  grace  and  agiUty,  with  which 
she  executed  to  his  favourite  air  a  dance  which  was  per- 
fectly new  to  him,  Charles  turned  his  mere  acquiescence 
into  something  like  enthusiastic,  applause.     He  bore  time 
to  her  motions  with  the  movement  of  his  foot — applauded 
with  head  and  with  hand — and  seemed,  like  herself,  car- 
ried away  by  tlic  enthusiasm  of  the  gestic  art* 

After  a  rapid  yet  graceful  succession  of  entrt-^katM^ 
Fcnclla  introduced  a  slow  movement,  which  terminated 
the  dance ;  then  dropping  a  profound  curtsy,  slie  coo- 
tinued  to  stand  motionless  before  the  King,  her  arms  folded 
on  her  bosom,  her  head  stooped,  and  her  eyes  cast  doirn, 
after  the  manner  of  an  oriental  slave ;  while  through  the 
misty  veil  of  her  shadowy  locks  it  might  be  observed, 
that  the  colour  which  exercise  had  called  to  her  cheeks 
was  dying  fast  away,  and  resigning  them  to  their  native 
dusky  hue. 

'<  By  my  honour,"  exclaimed  the  King,  "  she  is  like  a 
fairy  who  trips  it  in  moonlight.  There  must  be  more  of 
air  and  fire  than  of  earth  in  her  composition.  It  is  well 
)>oor  Nelly  Gwyn  saw  her  not,  or  she  would  have  died  of 
grief  and  envy. — Come,  gentlemen,  which  of  you  con- 
trived this  pretty  piece  of  morning  pastime  ?" 

The  courtiers  looked  at  each  other,  but  none  of  them 
felt  authorized  to  claim  the  merit  of  a  service  so  agreeable. 

"  We  must  :isk  the  quick-eyed  nymph  herself,  then," 
said  the  Kin§  ;  and,  looking  at  Fenella,  he  added,  "  Tell 
us,  my  pretty  one,  to  whom  we  owe  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  ? — 1  suspect  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ;  for  this  is 
exactly  a  (our  dc  son  metier.^* 
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FcncHa,  on  observing  that  the  Kpg  addressed  her, 
bowed  low,  and  shook  her  head,  in  signal  that  she  did  not 
ondersland  what  he  said.  "  Odds-fish,  that  b  true,**  said 
the  King  ;  **  she  must  perforce  be  a  foreigner — her  com- 
plexion and  agility  speak  it.  France  or  Italy  has  had  the 
moulding  of  these  elastic  limbs,  dark  cheek,  and  eye  of 
fire."  He  then  put  to  her  in  French,  and  again  in  Italian, 
tlie  question,  '*  By  ivlioin  she  had  been  sent  hither  r^ 

At  the  second  reprtition,  Fenclla  threw  baA  her  veiling 
tresses,  so  as  to  show  the  uieluncholy  fihich  sat  on  her 
brow  ;  while  she  sadly  shook  her  head,  and  intimated  by 
imperfect  muttering,  but  of  the  softest  and  most  plaintive 
kind,  her  organic  deficiency. 

**  Is  it  possible  Nature  can  have  made  such  a  fault  ?'' 
said  Charles.  "  Can  she  have  left  so  curiotis  a  piece  as 
thou  art  without  tlie  mekKly  of  voice,  whilst  she  has  made ' 
I  bee  so  exquisitely  sensible  to  the  beauty  of  sound  r^ 
Stay  ;  what  means  this  ?  and  what  young  fellow  are  you 
bringing  up  there  ?  Oh,  the  master  of  the  show,  I  suppose. 
— Friend,  he  added,  addressing  himself  to  Peveril,  who, 
on  the  signal  of  Fenelh,  stepped  forward  almost  instinc- 
tively, and  kneeled  down,  "  we  thank  thee  for  the  plea- 
sure of  this  morning. — My  l^rd  Marquis,  you  roriked  me 
at  piquet  last  night  ;  for  which  disloyal  dec-d  tliou  &halt 
now  atone,  by  giving  a  couple  of  pieces  to  this  honf:<!t 
youth,  and  five  to  the  girl." 

As  the  nobleman  drew  out  his  purse,  and  came  forward 
to  perform  the  King^s  generous  commission,  Julian  felt 
some  embarrassment  ere  he  was  able  to  explain,  that  he 
had  no  title  to  be  benefited  hy  the  young  pf^rson^s  perform- 
ance, and  that  his  Majesty  had  mistaken  his  character. 

"  And  who  art  thou,  llien,  my  friend  ?"  said  Charles  ; 
*'  but,  a1)ovc  all,  and  particularly,  who  is  this  dancini; 
nymph,  whom  thou  standest  waiting  on  like  an  attendant 
fawn  ?" 

"  The  young  person  is  a  retainer  of  the  Countess-Dow- 
ager of  Derby,  so  please  your  Majesty,"  said  Peveril,  in 
a  low  tone  of  voice  ;  "  and  1  am " 
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"  Hold,  hold,"  #aid  the  King  ;  "  this  is  a  danoe  to 
anoiher  tuae,  and  not  fit  for  a  place  so  public.     Hark  ifaee, 
friend  ;  do  thou  and  the  young  woman  follow  Empsoa 
where  he  will  conduct  thee. — Empson,  cany  them — haik    ' 
in  thy  car." 

*'  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  I  ought  to  say,"  saidPer- 
cril,  *'  that  I  am  guiltless  of  any  purpose  of  intrusion ^ 

"  Now  a  plague  on  him  who  can  take  no  hint,"  said 
the  King,  ci^ng  short  his  apology.  *^  Odds-fish,  miD| 
there  are  times  when  civility  is  the  greatest  impertiaeoce 
in  the  world.  Do  thou  follow  Empson,  and  amuse  tbysdf 
for  an  half  hour's  space  with  the  fairy's  company,  till  ira 
shall  send  for  you." 

Charles  spoke  this  not  without  casting  an  anxious  qpe 
around,  and  in  a  tone  which  intimated  apprehension  o( 
t)eing  overheard.  Juhan  could  only  bow  obedience,  and 
follow  Empson,  who  was  the  same  person  that  played  so 
rarely  on  the  flageolet. 

When  they  were  out  of  sight  of  the  King  and  his  part?, 
tlie  musician  wished  to  enter  into  conversation  with  his 
companions,  and  addressed  himself  first  to  Fenclla,  widi 
a  broad  compliment  of,  "  By  the  mass,  ye  dance  rarely 
— ne'er  a  slut  on  the  boards  shows  such  a  shank !  I 
would  be  content  to  play  to  you  till  my  throat  were  as  dry 
as  my  whistle.  Come,  be  a  little  free — old  Rowley  will 
not  quit  the  park  till  nine.  1  will  carry  you  to  Spring 
Gardens,  and  bestow  sweet-cakes  and  a  quart  of  Rhenish 
on  both  of  you  ;  and  we'll  be  cameradoes.  What  the 
devil  !  no  answer  ? — How's  this,  brother  ? — Is  this  neat 
wciich  of  your's  deaf  or  dumb,  or  both  ?  I  should  laugh 
at  that,  and  she  trip  it  so  well  to  the  flageolet." 

To  rid  himself  of  this  fellow's  discourse,  Peveril  an- 
swered iiim  in  French,  that  he  was  a  foreigner,  and  spoke 
no  English  :  glad  to  escape,  though  at  the  expense  of  a 
fiction,  from  the  additional  embarrassment  of  a  fool,  who 
was  likely  to  ask  more  questions  tlian  his  own  wisdom  might 
have  enabled  him  to  answer. 

"  Etranger — that  means  stranger,"  muttered  tlieir 
guide  ;  "  more  French  dogs  and  jades  come  to  lick  the 
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good  English  buiter  off  our  bread,  m  perhaps  bd  ItaL'an 
pappet-sbow.  Well,  if  it  were  not  that  they  have  a  mor- 
tal enmity  to  the  whole  gamut,  this  were  enough  to  make 
any  honest  fellow  turn  Puritan.  But  if  I  am  to  play  to 
her  at  ilie  Duchess's,  I'll  be  d — d  but  I  put  her  out  in  the 
tune,  just  to  teach  her  to  have  the  impudence  to  come  to 
England,  and  to  speak  no  English." 

Having  muttered  to  himself  this  truly  British  resolution, 
the  musician  n'alked  briskly  oo  towards  a  laife  house  near 
the  bottom  of  St.  James's  Street,  and  entered  the  court, 
by  a  grated  door,  from  the  Park,  of  which  the  mansioD 
commanded  an  extensive  prospect. 

Peveril,  hading  himself  in  front  of  a  handsome  portico, 
under  which  opened  a  stalely  psir  of  folding- doors,  waa 
about  to  ascend  the  steps  tliat  led  to  the  main  entrance, 
when  his  guide  seized  him  by  the  arm,  exclaiming,  "  Hold, 
Mounseer  !  What !  you'll  lose  nothing,  I  sec,  for  want  of 
courage  ;  but  you  must  keep  the  back  way,  for  all  your 
fine  doublet.  Here  it  is  not,  knock  and  it  shall  he  opened; 
but  may  be  instead,  knock  and  you  shall  be  knocked." 

Suffering  himself  to  be  guided  by  Empson,  Juhan  de-  - 
viated  from  the  principal  door,  to  one  which  opened,  with 
less  ostenUtion,  in  an  angle  of  the  coun-yard.  On  a 
modest  tap  from  tlie  flute-player,  admittance  was  afforded 
him  and  his  companions  by  a  footman,  who  conducted  ' 
them  through  a  variely  of  stone  passages,  to  a  very  band- 
some  summer  parlour,  where  a  lady,  or  snmelliing  re- 
sembling one,  dressed  in  a  style  of  extra  elegance,  was 
trifling  with  a  play-book  while  she  finished  her  chocolate. 
If  would  not  be  easy  to  describe  her,  but  by  weighing  her 
natural  good  qualities'against  the  affectations  which  coun- 
terbalanced them.  She  would  have  been  handsome,  hut 
for  rouge  and  minauderie — would  have  been  civil,  hut  for 
overstrained  airs  of  patronage  and  condescension— would 
have  had  an  agreeable  voice,  had  she  spoken  in  her  natu- 
ral tone — and  fine  eyes,  had  slie  not  made  such  desperate 
liard  use  of  ihcm,  Slio  could  only  spoil  a  pr<;tiy  ancle 
by  too  liberal  display ;  but  licr  sliupc,  though  sliC  could 
not  yet  he  thirty  years  old,  had  the  embonpoint  rniu' 
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might  have  suited  better  with  ten  years  more  advuced. 
She  pointed  Empson  to  a  seat  ivitli  the  air  of  a  Dochoii 
and  asked  him,  languidly,  how  he  did  this  age,  that  she 
had  not  seen  Iiim  ?  and  what  folks  these  were  he  hd 
brought  with  him  ? 

"  Foreigners,  madam  ;  d— d  foreigners,"  answered 
Empson,  *^  starving  beggars,  tliat  our  old  friend  iw 
picked  up  in  the  Park  this  morning — the  wench  dances, 
and  the  felldw  plays  on  the  Jew's  trump,  I  believe.  On 
my  life,  madam,  1  begin  to  be  ashamed  of  old  Rowley ; 
I  must  discard  him,  unless  he  keeps  better  company  m 
future." 

^'  Fie,  Empson,"  said  the  lady  ;  **  consider  it  is  our 
duty  to  countenance  him,  and  keep  him  afloat ;  and  in- 
deed I  always  make  a  principle  of  it.  Hark  ye,  he 
comes  not  iiithcr  this  morning  ?" 

"  He  will  be  here,"  answered  Empson,  '*  in  the  walk- 
ing of  a  minuet." 

*'^  My  God  !"  exclaimed  the  lady,  with  unaflTected 
alurni  ;  and  starting  up  with  utter  neglect  of  her  usual 
airs  of  grnccful  languor,  she  tripped  as  swiftly  as  a  milk- 
maid into  an  adjoining  apartment,  where  they  heard  pres- 
ently a  few  words  of  eager  and  animated  discussion. 

"  Something  to  be  put  out  of  the  way,  I  sup|K)se," 
said  Empson.  "  Well  for  madam  I  gave  her  the  hint. 
There  he  goes,  the  happy  swain." 

Julian  was  so  situated,  that  he  could,  from  the  same 
cascincnt  through  which  Empson  was  peeping,  observe  a 
man  in  a  laced  roquelaurc,  and  carrying  his  rapier  under 
his  arm,  glide  from  tlic  door  by  which  he  had  himself 
entered,  and  out  of  the  court,  keeping  as  much  as  possi- 
ble; under  the  sliade  of  the  huiidings. 

The  lady  rc-enlcrcd  at  this  moment,  and  observing 
how  Euipson's  eyes  were  directed,  said,  with  a  slia:ht  ap- 
pearance of  Jiurry,  "  A  gentleman  of  the  Duchess  of 
Port.sinouth's  with  a  billet  ;  and  so  tircsomely  |>rc5<ing 
for  an  answer,  that  1  was  obliged  to  write  without  my  dia- 
mond prn.  1  have  daiihed  my  finprrr?,  I  dare  say,''  slie 
added,  looking  at  a  very  pretty  hand,  aiid  piestMitly  after 


dipping  her  fingen  in  a  little  Tue  al  rmf-wmct.  *^  Bd 
Ibat  little  exotic  monster  of  yours  Empson.  1  ttopc  At 
tcally  uodenunds  no  Endisb  ': — (^  mr  bfe.  dx  txia^^ 
ed. — Is  she  sucb  a  rare  dancer  r — 1  mofi  sec  ber  eance. 
and  hear  him  play  on  the  iew'§  harp.^ 

"  Dance  I"  replied  Eropsoa  ;  -*  she  daaced  w?l 
enough  when  /  played  to  ber.  I  can  make  a^-ibbis 
dance.  Old  Counsellor  Clubfoot  danced  «ben  be  hac  a 
fit  of  the  gout  ;  you  bare  seen  no  <acfa  pas  sed  b  the 
theatre.  I  would  engatc  to  make  the  Aicatezmp  ot 
Canterbury  dance  the  bays  like  a  Freocbmao.  l^icTe  b 
DOthing  in  dancing  ;  it  all  lies  in  the  mu^.  Ra»W 
does  not  know  tbat  now.  He  £3w  tbif  poor  wescb  cta-x ; 
nd  thought  so  much  on't,  whe:i  it  w?i  ali  tiocz  vf.  se. 
I  would  have  de6ed  lier  to  £il  5ti)!.  Asc  Rcn^  cth 
ber  the  credit  of  it,  and  fire  pieces  to  bom  :  ka  1  VA.^'i 
only  two  for  my  moraine's  work  !" 

**  True,  Master  Empioa/'  said  liie  Uoy  ;  -  but  you 
are  of  the  family,  ibouch  in  a  lower  slatioo  ;  and  yon 
ought  to  consider " 

"  By  G — ,  madam,"  answered  Emp<oa.  "  all  I  coo- 
uder  is,  that  1  play  the  best  QaEeolet  in  Ensland  ;  and  tbit 
they  can  no  more  supply  my  place,  if  ibey  were  to  dis- 
card me,  diao  they  could  GU  Thames  from  Flec-t-Ditcn." 

"  Well,  Master  Einpson,  I  do  not  dispute  \mX  you  are 
a  man  of  talents,"  replied  the  lady  ;  "  still  I  say.  mind 
tfae  main  chance — you  please  tlic  car  lo-d ay —another  has 
the  advantage  of  you  lo-morrow." 

'*  Never,  mistress,  while  ears  have  the  heavimly  power 
of  distinguishing  one  note  from  another." 

"  Heavenly  power,  say  you.  Master  Empsoa?"  said 
the  lady. 

"  Ay,  madam,  heavenly  ;  for  some  vcrj-  neat  versos 
which  we  had  at  our  festival  sav, 


It  is  Master  Waller  wioie  ihcm,  as  I  think  ;   wlio,  upon 
ii>y  word,  ought  to  he  encuurui^<;il." 

0      VOL.    11. 
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"  And  so  should  you,  my  dear  Empson,"  said  iIm 
dame,  yawoing,  ''  were  it  only  for  the  honour  yoa  do  to 
your  own  profession.  But  in  the  meantime,  viii  jOQHk 
these  people  to  have  some  refreshment  ? — and  will  joo 
take  some  yourself  ? — the  chocolate  is  that  which  the  Am- 
bassador Portuguese  fellow  brought  over  to  the  Queen." 

"  If  it  be  genuine,"  said  the  musician. 

'*  How,  sir  ?"  said  the  fair  one,  half  rising  from  ber 
pile  of  cushions—-"  Not  genuine,  and  in  this  house  !^ 
Let  me  understand  you,  Master  Empson — I  think,  wheal 
first  saw  you,  you  scarce  knew  chocolate  from  coflSee." 

"  By  G — ,  madam,"  answered  the  flageolet-player, 
*'  you  are  perfectly  right.  And  how  can  I  show  better 
how  much  I  have  profited  by  your  ladyship's  excellent 
cheer,  except  by  being  critical  ?" 

"  You  stand  excused.  Master  Empson,"  said  the  petite 
maitresse,  sinking  gently  back  on  the  downy  couch,  from 
which  a  momentary  irritation  had  startled  her — "  1  think 
the  chocolate  will  please  you,  though  scarce  equal  to  what 
wc  had  from  the  Spanish  resident  Mendoza. — But  we 
must  offer  tliese  strange  people  something.  Wilf  you  ask 
them  if  tliey  would  have  cojffee  and  chocolate,  or  cold 
wild-fowl,  fruit,  and  wine  ?  They  must  be  treated,  so  is 
to  show  them  where  they  are,  since  here  they  are." 

*'  Unquestionably,  madam,"  said  Empson  ;  "  but  I 
have  just  at  this  instant  forgot  the  French  for  chocolate, 
hot  bread,  cotTee,  game,  and  drinkables." 

"  It  is  odd,"  said  the  lady  j  "  and  1  have  forgot  my 
French  and  Italian  at  the  same  moment.  But  it  signifies 
little — I  will  order  the  things  to  be  brought,  and  they  will 
remember  the  names  of  them  themselves." 

Empson  laughed  loudly  at  this  jest,  and  pawned  iiis 
soul  that  the  cold  sirloin,  which  entered  immediately  after, 
was  tlie  best  cinhlcMii  of  roasl-bccf  all  the  world  over. 
Plentiful  rcfrcshinculs  were  ofTorcd  to  all  the  parly,  of 
which  botli  Fenella  and  Peveril  partook. 

Ill  the  meanul.ilc  the  fl;ia,col(»t-playcr  drew  closer  to 
the  side  of  the  lady  of  tlie  mansion — their  intimacy  was 
cemented,  and  their  spirits  set  uUoat,  by  a  glass  of  liqueur 
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which  gave  them  additional  conGdcnce  in  discussiD^  ihe 
characters,  as  well  of  the  superior  attendants  of  the  Court, 
la  of  the  inferior  rank,  to  which  ihej  tfaemsek'cs  might 
be  supposed  to  belong. 

The  lady,  indeed,  during  this  conversation,  freqaentiy 
■xerted  her  complete  and  absolute  superiority  over  Mas- 
ter Empson  ;  in  which  thai  musical  gentleman  humbly 
■cqoiesced  whenever  the  circumstance  was  recalled  to  bis 
■llention,  whether  in  the  n-ay  of  blunt  con^diciion,  sar- 
ctslic  insinuation,  donnrigbt  assumpiion  of  higher impor- 
tince,  or  in  any  of  the  other  rarious  modes  by  which  such 
•uperiority  is  usually  asserted  and  luaintained.  But  the 
hdy's  obvious  love  of  scandal  was  the  lure  which  very 
■OOD  brought  her  again  down  from  the  diznified  port 
which  for  a  moment  she  assumed,  and  placed  her  once 
more  on  a  gossiping  level  with  her  companion. 

Their  conversation  was  too  trivial,  and  too  much  allied 
to  petty  Court  intrigues,  with  which  he  was  totally  unac- 
quainted, to  be  in  the  least  interesting  to  Julian.  As  it 
continued  for  more  than  an  hour,  he  soon  ceased  to  pay  the 
least  attention  to  a  discourse  consisting  of  niclc-names, 
patch-work,  and  innuendo ;  and  employed  himself  in  re- 
flecting on  his  own  complicated  a£airs,  and  tlie  probable 
issue  of  his  approaching  audience  with  the  King,  which 
had  been  brought  about  by  so  singular  an  agent,  and  by 
means  so  unexpected.  He  often  looked  to  his  guide, 
Fenella  ;  and  observed  that  she  was,  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  time,  drowned  in  deep  and  abstracted  meditation. 
But  three  or  four  times — and  it  was  when  the  assumed 
■irs  and  afiected  importance  of  the  musician  and  tlieir 
liostesi  rose  to  the  most  extravagant  excess — he  observed 
that  Fenella  dealt  askance  on  them  some  of  those  bitter 
and  almost  blighting  eIGn  looks,  which  in  the  Isle  of  Man 
were  held  to  imply  contemptuous  execration.  There 
was  something  in  all  her  manner  so  extraordinary,  iuinud 
to  her  sudden  appearance,  and  her  dotneanour  m  iho 
King's  presence,  so  oddly,  yet  so  well  contrived  to  pro- 
cure him  a  private  audience — which  he  might,  by  graver 
means,  have  sought  in  vain — dial  it  almost  justJUod  tho 
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idea,  though  he  smiled  at  it  intemallyy-tbat  the  little  mole 
agent  was  aided  in  her  machinations  by  the  kindred  impBi 
to  whom,  according  to  Manx  superstitioni  her  genealogf 
was  to  be  traced. 

Another  idea  sometimes  occurred  to  Julian,  thou^  he 
rejected  the  question,  as  being  equally  wild  with  tbast 
doubts  which  referred  Fenella  to  a  race  different  (lOfli 
that  of  mortals — '^  Was  she  really  afflicted  with  those 
organical  imperfections  which  had  always  seemed  tosem 
her  from  humanity  ? — ^If  not,  what  could  be  the  mociftt 
of  so  young  a  creature  practising  so  dreadful  a  penuce 
for  such  an  unremitted  term  of  years  ?  And  bow  formid- 
able must  be  the  strength  of  mind  which  could  condena 
itself  to  so  terrific  a  sacrifice — How  deep  and  strong  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  undertaken  !" 

But  a  brief  recollection  of  past  events  enabled  him  to 
dismiss  this  conjecture  as  altogether  wild  and  visioour. 
He  had  but  to  call  to  memory  the  various  stratageois 
practised  by  his  light-hearted  companion,  the  young  EiH 
of  Derby,  upon  this  forlorn  girl — the  conversations  beU 
in  her  presence,  in  which  the  character  of  a  creature  bo 
irritable  and  sensitive  upon  all  occasions,  was  freely,  aod 
sometimes  satirically  discussed,  without  her  ezpressiog 
the  least  acquaintance  with  what  was  going  forward,  to 
convince  him  that  so  deep  a  deception  could  never  have 
been  practised  for  so  many  years,  by  a  being  of  a  turn  of 
mind  so  peculiarly  jealous  and  irascible. 

He  renounced,  therefore,  the  idea,  and  turned  bis 
thoughts  to  his  own  affairs,  and  his  approaching  interview 
with  his  Sovereign  ;  in  which  meditation  we  propose  to 
leave  him,  until  we  briefly  review  tl]e  changes  which  bad 
taken  place  in  the  situation  of  Alice  Bridgenorth. 


RTun  or  1 


CHAPTER  Vin. 

I  fear  Ite  dnil  went  wbni  govs  cad  r»pnrl 
Or,  ia  tbe  lock  of  Iben,  did  Calvia'a  ckwk, 
Cooceali  hi*  dorao  boof. 


JDI.IAN  Pfvebii.  had  scarce  set  sail  for  Whitehaven, 
when  Alice  Bridgenorth  and  her  goveroante,  at  the  hasty 
commaad  of  her  father,  vere  cmharked  with  equal  speed 
md  secrecy  on  board  of  a  bark  bound  for  Liverpool. 
Christian  accompanied  them  on  their  voyage,  as  the  friend 
to  whose  guardianship  Alice  vas  to  be  consigned  during 
sny  future  separation  from  her  father,  and  whose  amusing 
conversation,  Joined  to  his  pleasing  though  cold  manners, 
as  well  as  his  near  relationship,  induced  Alice,  in  her 
fbrlora  situation,  to  consider  her  fate  as  fortunate  in  having 
suefa  a  guardian. 

At  Liverpool,  as  the  reader  already  knows.  Christian 
took  the  first  overt  step  in  the  villany  ivhtch  he  had  con- 
trived against  the  innocent  girl,  by  exposing  her  at  a 
meeling-house  to  tlie  unliallowed  gaze  of  ChifEnch,  in 
order  to  convince  him  she  was  possessed  of  such  uncom- 
mon beauty  as  might  well  deserve  the  infamous  promotion 
to  which  ihey  meditated  to  raise  her. 

Highly  SBtisKcd  with  her  personal  appearance,  Chilllnch 
was  no  less  so  with  the  sense  and  dehcacy  of  her  conver- 
mion,  when  lie  met  her  in  company  with  her  uncle  after- 
wards in  London.  The  simplicity,  and  at  the  same  lime 
the  spirit  of  her  remarks,  made  him  regard  her  as  his 
scientific  attendant  the  cook  might  have  done  a  newly  in- 
vented sauce,  sufficiently /ti^uanle  in  its  qualities  to  awak- 
en the  jaded  appetite  of  a  cloyed  and  gorged  epicure. 
She  was,  he  said  and  swore,  the  very  corner-stone  on 
which,  with  proper  management,  and  with  his  instructions, 
a  few  honest  fellows  might  build  a  Coun  fortune. 
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That  the  necessary  introduction  might  take  placeilk 
confederates  judged  6t  she  should  be  put  under  diednige 
of  an  experienced  lady,  whom  some  called  Miflrai 
Chiffinch,  and  otliers  Chiffinch's  mistress — one  of  those 
obliging  creatures  who  are  willing  to  discharge  all  the  du- 
ties of  a  wife,  without  the  inconvenient  and  indissoloUe 
ceremony. 

It  was  one,  and  not  perhaps  the  least  prejudicial  coe-  ' 
sequence  of  the  license  of  that  ill-governed  time,  that  the 
bounds  betwixt  virtue  and  vice  were  so  far  smoothed  dovi 
and  levelled,  that  the  frail  wife,  or  the  tender  imd 
who  was  no  wife,  did  not  necessarily  lose  their  place  ia 
society ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  they  moved  id  the  bi^a 
circles,  were  permitted  and  encouraged  to  miagle  wSk 
women  whose  rank  was  certain,  and  whose  reputatkxi  mi 
untainted. 

A  regular  liaison^  like  that  of  Chiffinch  and  his  fair 
one,  inferred  little  scandal  ;  and  such  was  his  infiuence, 
as  prime  minister  of  his  master's  pleasures,  that,  as 
Charles  himself  expressed  it,  the  lady  whom  we  intro- 
duced to  our  readers  in  the  last  chapter,  had  obtained  a 
brevet  commission  to  rank  as  a  married  woman.  And  to 
do  the  gentle  dame  justice,  no  wife  could  have  been  more 
attentive  to  forward  his  plans,  or  more  liberal  in  disposing 
of  his  income. 

She  inhabited  a  set  of  apartments  called  ChiffincVs— 
the  scene  of  many  an  intrigue,  both  of  love  and  politics ; 
and  where  Charles  often  held  his  private  parties  for  the 
evening,  when,  as  frequently  happened,  the  ill-hunooiir  of 
the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  his  reigning  Sultana,  pre- 
vented his  supping  with  her.  The  hold  which  such  an 
arrangement  gave  a  man  like  Chiffinch,  used  as  he  well 
knew  how  to  use  it,  made  him  of  too  much  consequence 
to  be  slighted  even  by  the  first  persons  in  the  state,  unless 
Chey  stood  aloof  from  all  manner  of  politics  and  Comt 
intrigue. 

In  the  charge  of  Mistress  Chiffinch,  and  of  him  whose 
name  she  bore,  Edward  Christian  placed  the  daughter  of 
his  sister,  and  of  his  confiding  friend,  calmly  contemplating 
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ber  ruin  as  tn  event  certain  ta  foDoir ;  aai  I 
erouad  upon  it  his  own  chance  of  ■  more  usore<i  k 
Uian  a  life  spent  in  intrigue  had  hitfaeno  been  abk  to  pra- 
cure  {or  him. 

The  innocent  Alice,  wiibout  beinz  able  to  eUcortr 
what  was  wrong  either  in  the  sceaes  of  uaosoal  Ioxqt 
iritfa  which  she  was  surrounded,  or  in  the  manners  oi  ber 
hostess,  wliich,  hath  from  nature  and  pohcy,  were  kand 
and  caressing — felt  aerertheless  an  insdactiTe  apprebec- 
w>n  that  all  was  nol  right — «  feehns  in  the  honnn  mrpd, 
•Ified,  perhaps,  to  that  sense  of  danser  vhich  »wim»U 
cotbibit  when  placed  in  the  ncinity  of  the  natuni  »*«**™ft 
of  their  race,  and  which  makes  birds  cower  when  mt 
bawk  is  in  the  air,  and  beasts  tremble  when  die  ticer  it 
■broad  in  the  desert.  There  was  a  tteaTiness  a:  'i^t 
heart  which  ^e  could  not  dispel ;  and  the  few  i/xn 
which  she  had  already  spent  at  Cbiffioch's  were  like  liuM 
pused  in  a  prison  by  one  unconscious  of  the  canse  or 
event  of  bis  captiviij-.  It  was  the  third  momi&r  afier 
ber  arrival  in  London,  that  the  scene  took  place  wtucli 
vn  now  recur  to. 

The  impertinence  and  mlgariir  of  Em[Maa,  which  was 
permitted  to  him  as  an  unriralled  perfanner  upon  his  in- 
Animent,  were  exhausting  ibemselres  at  the  expense  o[ 
■II  other  musical  professors,  and  ^lisiress  ChiSocb  was 
listening  with  careless  indifference,  when  some  one  was 
beard  speaking  loudly,  and  with  animation,  in  the  inner 
apartment. 

*<  O  gemini  and  gilliilower  water  !"  exclaimed  the 
damsel,  startled  out  of  her  fine  airs  into  her  natural  vul- 
garity of  exclamation,  and  ruiming  to  the  door  of  com- 
nuinication— "  if  be  bias  not  come  back  again  after  all  !— 
and  if  old  Rowley " 

A  tap  at  the  further  and  opposite  door  here  arretted 
lier  attention — she  (juitted  the  handle  of  that  which  sbq 
was  about  to  open  as  speedily  as  if  it  had  burnt  her  fin- 
gers, and,  moving  hack  towards  her  couch,  asked,  "  WIto 
is  there  ?" 
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"  Old  Rowley  himself,  madam,"  said  the  Eiig,cntB- 
ing  the  apartment  with  his  usual  air  of  easy  compone* 

"  O  crimini  ! — your  Majesty  ! — I  thought— ^•'' 

'^  That  I  was  out  of  hearing,  doubtless,"  siid  ti» 
King ;  ^'  and  spoke  of  me  as  folks  speak  of  ahsentiiiendi. 
Make  no  apology.  I  think  I  have  heard  ladies  sij  cf 
their  lace,  that  a  rent  is  hetter  than  a  dam.— Nay,  be 
seated. — ^Where  is  Chiffinch  ?" 

"  He  is  down  at  York-House,  your  Majesty,"  stiddM 
dame,  recovering,  though  with  no  small  difficulty,  thecain 
affectation  of  her  usqal  demeanour.  "  Shall  I  send  jov 
Majesty's  commands  ?" 

^'  I  will  wait  his  return,"  said  the  King. — "  Pernutne 
to  taste  your  chocolate." 

^^  There  is  some  fresh  frothed  in  the  office,"  said  the 
lady ;  and  using  a  little  silver  call,  or  whistle,  a  hlackbofi 
superbly  dressed,  like  an  oriental  page,  with  gold  brace- 
lets on  his  naked  arms,  and  a  gold  collar  around  his  equally 
bare  neck,  attended  with  the  favourite  beverage  ot  the 
morning,  in  an  apparatus  of  the  richest  china. 

While  he  sipped  liis  cup  of  chocolate,  the  King  looked 
round  the  apartment,  and  observing  Fenella,  Peveril,  and 
the  musician,  who  remained  standing  beside  a  large  In- 
dian screen,  he  continued,  addressing  Mistress  Chiffinch, 
though  with  polite  indifference,  '<  I  sent  you  the  fiddles 
this  morning — or  rather  the  flute — Empson,  and  a  fairy 
elf  whom  I  met  in  the  Park,  who  dances  divinely.  She 
has  brought  us  the  very  newest  saraband  from  the  Court 
of  Queen  Mab,  and  I  sent  her  here,  that  you  may  see  it 
at  leisure." 

''  Your  Majesty  does  me  by  far  too  much  honour,"  said 
Chiffinch,  her  eyes  properly  cast  down,  and  her  accenti 
minced  into  becoming  humility. 

"  Nay,  little  Chiffinch,"  answered  the  King,  in  a  tone 
of  as  contemptuous  familiarity  as  was  consistent  with  his 
good-breeding,  *'  it  was  not  altogether  for  thine  own  pri- 
vate ear,  though  quite  deserving  of  all  sweet  sounds ; 
but  I  thought  Nelly  had  been  with  thee  this  morning.' 
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**  I  can  send  Bajazet  for  her.  jziz  MsW^- 
^  the  Iftdv. 

"  Nay,  I  will  not  trouble  v.^.r  LrLr  i^iii£-  5 
£090  far.     Still  it  strikes  me  iLii  Cii^^ci  sijc  jti  i 
Conpaoy*-4ome   country  oooan,  or  5oc±  a 
there  doc  such  a  persoo  ?" 


**  There  is  a  young  pemo  from  the  g/.v*:* 
lliitress  Chiffinch,  stnTing  to  cooceal  a  ccesadenc^  -pec- 
lion  of  embarrassment ;  but  she  is  uapfeparwf  Soe 
an  honour  as  to  be  admitted  into  voor  IkiEsrrs 
ence,  and         *' 

"  And  therefore  the  fitter  to  reoeh-e  k. 
There  is  nothing  in  nature  so  bei'Stiful  as  ibe  firs  'aibs 
of  a  little  rustic  between  joy  azrd  fear,  and  wziaoeg  a&i 
curiosity.  It  is  the  down  on  the  peach — pecy  k  senyx 
io  aoon  ! — ^the  fruit  remains,  box  the  firs  rap  ooioiTzs 
and  exquisite  flavour  are  eone^ — Nerer  pet  cp  iry  l:p 
for  the  matter,  Chiffinch,  for  it  is  as  I  teli  you  ;  sc  ^nry 
let  us  have  la  belle  eousine/^ 

Mistress  Chiflinch,  more  embarrassed  than  ever,  asia 
advanced  towards  tlie  door  of  communication,  mufJ:i  ^bt 
bad  been  in  the  act  of  opening  when  his  Majesty  ^saatA^ 
But  just  as  she  coughed  preuy  loudly,  ytrixkf0s  as  a  &£• 
nal  to  some  one  within,  voices  were  again  iiearc  c.  a  rva- 
ed  tone  of  altercation — the  door  was  fiucz  ofea,  aod 
Alice  rushed  out  of  the  inner  apartment,  foik/we^  to  izjt 
door  of  it  by  the  enterprizing  Duke  of  Buckicrbam,  wi^ 
stood  fixed  with  astonishment  on  finding  his  fwsuit  of 
the  flying  fair  one  had  hurried  him  into  the  presence  of 
the  Bjng. 

Alice  Bridgenorth  appeared  too  much  transported  with 
anger  to  permit  her  to  pay  attention  to  the  rank  or  char- 
acter of  the  company  into  which  she  had  thus  suddenly 
entered.  ^*  I  remain  no  longer  here,  madam,"  she  said 
to  Mrs.  Chiffinch,  m  a  tone  of  uncontrollable  resolu- 
tion ;  "  I  leave  instantly  a  house  where  I  am  exposed  to 
company  which  I  detest,  and  to  solicitations  which  I  de- 
spise." 
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The  dismayed  Mistress  Chiffinch  could  onlj  inqkR 
her,  in  broken  whispers,  to  be  silent ;  adding,  wUk  Ae 
pointed  to  Charles,  who  stood  with  his  eyes  fixed  miff 
on  his  audacious  courtier  than  on  the  game  which  bepn^ 
sued,  "  The  King— the  King  !*' 

<'  If  I  am  in  the  King's  presence,"  said  Alice,  akod, 
and  in  the  same  torrent  of  passionate  feeling,  while  her 
eyes  sparkled  through  tears  of  resentment  and  iDsahd 
modesty,  "  it  is  the  better — it  is  his  Majesty's  dotf  to 
protect  me ;  and  on  his  protection  I  throw  myself." 

These  words,  which  were  spoken  aloud,  and  boldlT,tt 
once  recalled  Julian  to  himself,  who  had  hitherto  stood, 
as  it  were,  bewildered.  He  approached  Alice,  and,  whis- 
pering in  her  ear  that  she  had  beside  her  one  who  wooM 
defend  her  with  his  life,  implored  her  to  trust  to  Ins  giw^ 
dianship  in  this  emergency. 

Clinging  to  his  arm  in  all  the  ecstasy  of  gratitude  and 
joy,  the  spirit  which  had  so  lately  invigorated  Alice  m  her 
own  defence,  gave  way  in  a  flood  of  tears,  when  she  saw 
herself  supported  by  him  whom  perhaps  she  most  wished 
to  recognize  as  her  protector.  She  permitted  Peveril 
gently  to  draw  her  back  towards  the  screen  before  which 
he  had  been  standing;  where,  holding  by  his  arm,  but  at 
tlie  same  time  endeavouring  to  conceal  herself  behind 
him,  they  waited  the  conclusion  of  a  scene  so  singular. 

The  King  seemed  at  first  so  much  surprised  at  the  un- 
expected apparition  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  as  to 
pay  little  or  no  attention  to  Alice,  who  had  been  the 
means  of  thus  unceremoniously  introducing  his  Grace 
into  tiie  presence  at  a  most  unsuitable  moment.  In  that 
intriguing  Court,  it  had  not  been  the  first  time  that  the 
Duke  had  ventured  to  enter  the  lists  of  gallantry  in  rival- 
ry of  his  Sovereign,  which  made  the  present  insult  the 
more  intolerable.  His  purpose  oC  lying  concealed  in 
these  private  apartments  was  explained  by  tlie  exclama- 
tions of  Alice  ;  and  Charles,  notwithstanding  the  placia- 
ity  of  his  disposition,  and  his  habitual  guard  over  liis  pas- 
sions, resented  the  attempt  to  seduce  his  destined  mistress 
as  an  Eastern  Sultan  would  have  done  the  insolence  of  a 
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^ixicr,  who  aDticipated  bis  :-:ez:-:i  ;:::LLinr  ::*  :ir~-"i 
Wuty  ID  the  slave  niirkc:.  T_j  r":-_7  :'-:■..*-: 5  :.' 
Charles  rcdiicDcd.  aiid  i;.-Er  s'.zir.z  ^-~:  zl  -.i  iujL  T.a«;-: 
teemed  to  become  mdaied.  as  he  saivi.  Isl  i.  tz-.h  7^:1 
&hered  with  passion,  '*  Buckiazaais.  vxi  cireu  dgc  iats 
tiiiu  insulted  your  equal  !  To  joar  tatsus  ycc  car  x- 
enrdy  ofier  any  ai&oot,  suice  uis  raiik  il.ea  his  £ar:ri  w 
the  scabbard." 

The  haughty  Duke  did  not  bnx>k  ihis  i^^ili  inoirs^e:* 
ed.  *•  My  sword,"  he  said,  wi'Ji  63}pLa5ir.  -  •!•  i/trt: 
in  the  scabbard,  when  vour  ihjrKv's  senlct  rer^-fci 
it  should  be  unsheathed." 

••  Your  Grace  nieaas,  when  lis  service  tkh  htzzz-A 
for  its  master's  intere?:,''  siid  the  Klzz  i  -  j'jc  j  >::  i:ii-i 
only  gain  the  coronet  of  a  Duke  Lj  r--_-'-r  Jj^  -^  r^-  ^^ 
crown.    But  it  is  over — 1  have  treix-c  viu  ti  i  :>.:i . — 

m 

■  companion — almost  an  equal — voii  r.ive  r--^-Li;  il-=  -.:! 
insolence  and  ingratitude/' 

"  Sire,"  answered  the  Duke.  ilia*'.;.  L^:  r-iiY*^ ""*-'- 7» 
"  1  am  unhappy  in  your  displeasure  ;  }*rt  uvj^  iki  ;•: 
natCi  that  while  your  word^  can  confer  hoij&jr.  ukt 
not  impair  or  take  it  away. — ^I:  U  hard,"  :>.-  -dCK^i.  j. ... 
cring  his  voice,  so  as  only  to  be  Lear«i  :-v  :;.-*;  K.-^- — --  j, 
is  hard  that  the  squall  of  a  i^-s^vWc*  's-zS'y..  «:.o.^;  ci-..^I 
tlie  services  of  so  many  year:  !"' 

"It  is  harder,"  said  the  Kir.z. ;::  iv  55::-«5  iJA^-A 
tone,  which  both  preserve']  thro  -r:;  ::.5  ri  =-  '.f  u^-;  c-:-!- 
versation,  "  that  a  wcnch'j-  Lr:r!.:  ':v«:i  -[iri  r;i<:«;o  4  rrA.T- 
man  forget  the  decencies  due  to  h:=  .v.% '..-virr/^  wi*.  %/:•.-/' 

"  May  I  presume  to  aak  yo'jr  >I-,j*,-=ty  -.^.v^t  rU-:tL '!,«;$ 
arc  those  ?"  said  the  Duke.' 

Charles  bit  his  lip  to  keep  hini=ejf  {r.rn  \::^u:.y. 
«  Buckingham,"  be  said,  "  this  is  a  foo,:-:;i  f,:ji :.*;:/; 
and  we  must  not  forget,  (as  we  have  ne^iriv  fior.e.,  Uisl 
we  have  an  audience  to  *wiine=5  this  wreiie,  ind  ":iiCP'-Id 
walk  the  stage  with  digniiv.  I  uill  sho-.v  yoii  yoar  fault 
m  pn\ate." 

"  It  is  enough  that  your  Majeiiy  lia^i  Leeii  *Ji-.j»iea  .ed, 
and  that  I  have  uuliapjiily  bccu  the  otciuiun,"  :,aid  liie 
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Duke, reverently; ''  although  quite  ignorant  of  way  parpH 
beyond  a  few  words  of-  gallantry  ;  and  1  sue  thui  km  bt 

your  Majesty's  pardon." 

So  saying,  he  kneeled  gracefully  down.  "  Thoa  hH 
it,  George,"  said  the  placable  Prince.  "  I  believe  ilm 
wilt  be  sooner  tired  of  offending,  than  I  of  for^vii^." 

"  Long  may  your  Majesty  live  to. give  the  dSeactt 
with  which  it  is  your  royal  pleasure  at  present  to  darp 
my  innocence,"  said  the  Duke. 

"  What  mean  you  by  that,  my  lord  ?"  said  Cbaries, 
the  angry  shade  returning  to  his  brow  for  a  moment 

"  My  liege,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  you  are  too  boiKW- 
able  to  deny  your  custom  of  shooting  with  Cupid's  bird- 
bolts  in  otlicr  men's  warrens.  You  have  ta'en  the  rojd 
right  of  free-forestry  over  every  man's  park.  It  is  bud 
that  you  should  be  so  much  displeased  at  hearing  a  chasoe 
arrow  whiz  near  your  own  pales." 

**  No  more  on't,"   said  the  King  ;    **  but  let  us  siC 
where  the  dove  lias  harboured." 

'^  The  Helen  has  found  a  Paris  while  wc  were  quarrel- 
ling," replied  the  Duke. 

'*  Rather  an  Orpiieus,"  said  the  King  ;  *'  and,  what 
is  worse,  one  that  is  already  provided  with  a  £rudice— 
She  is  clinging  to  the  fiddler." 

"  It  is  mere  frigiit,"  said  Buckingham,  "  like  Roche»> 
ter's,  when  he  crept  into  the  bass-viol  to  hide  himself 
from  Sir  Dcrmot  O'Clcaver." 

**  We  must  make  the  people  show  their  talents,"  said 
the  King,  '*  and  stop  their  mouths  with  money  and  civil- 
ity, or  we  sliall  have  this  foolish  encounter  over  half  the 


town." 


The  King  then  approached  Julian,  and  desired  him  to 
take  his  instrument,  and  cause  his  female  companion  to 
perform  a  sar.nband. 

"  I  liad  already  the  honour  to  inform  your  Majesty," 
said  Julian,  '*  thai  I  cannot  contribute  to  your  pleasure 
in  the  way  you  command  me  ;  and  that  this  young  per- 
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"  A  reUioer  of  ihe  Lidj  p2^*.~  nui  ^  tns.  Kim 
irbfue  mind  itibis  not  txxjOK'.^z  ■'.rl  ^a  ^-^tiiaHTis  zaiM 
t  very  sli|h(  imprefiic:;.  ~  P->-t  liij-  s:«  a  n  t^hije 
tboul  the  lords  ia  tbe  ir'^cr.' 

"  Pardon  me.  sir."  ii\i  J.-t.  -  ii'S  j  i  i^^niaii! 
of  the  Countess  of  De.'OT." 

"  True,  true,"  a::iwerei:  C^i.-—  z  -  z  ^  nrji^z  :t 
Lady  Derby,  nho  hiib  il«-j  --er  :'-  i.r::«s*j  .i  -,:«■? 
times.  Db  you  koow  who  u.^i"  "-07  z'-*^-  '■"f^'-'''-  '- 
dance  ?  Some  of  btr  sej-*  ^.Jiii.y  r***nvj£  L^  .'■-:r.i:  : 
of  Paris." 

"  I  presume  she  k?s  u-.g..;  lir:^:,  e,-.'  k.-:  .':i.r-..i  . 
"  for  myself,  I  ani  chars^c  «.-±  jr.ci-i  TV-rL-j  Mijit*^ 
by  die  Couiiieii,  whici;  I  ■=-,-■1  -^—-z ;  •.■.•r^-.\L'-xi-*z 
your  Jlajeaty," 

"  We  Hill  send  y.rj  -s  :-?  5^.Ti'jr7  :':'  V.v.*."  a..: 
tbe  King.  "  But  tl;:  Cia^;:;|  *r.T:T  ■»■_".  v.lr^  -■:  -.--i--^ 
more,  will  she  not  r— Earsjc.  tj--^  'z.iz  I  :Tr3«-.-.:i>:-  -. 
was  to  your  [npe  iliai  she  caccsi — s_r'»i  -.;;,  ^m.:.  t-ji 
put  mettle  into  her  feet." 

Empson  began  to  piay  a  ^il^tK-w-,  ~*i.s.'»  :  !-■• 
as  be  had  threatened,  tTiidi  ar.rs  v-i".  v.f:  ii-:»  -'-.'■*- 
until  the  Kine,  wbo>e  car  -^n  t^tt  k-.lti-*  ?--■■  =  -. 
him  with,  "  Sirrah,  an  tJvv:  Cr;-.;  i*  v..!  ^i'.j  -i::-  -x 
must  tliou  too  be  ptayirr  ;:,;  ■'.■.•.■^ry  -r-.t.-:  r  ■■  -.;  • 
Thou  thiokest  thou  art  iion  :-j  ■•.■%-«: -_--i.  -,,-.  ■  v  .  ii 
lime  beat  into  thee."' 

Tbe  hint  was  sufuoient.  and  ^-r.-yjL  -x.  ■:  z-r.'  ■.■■.  •'.  v, 
lo  perform  his  air  asto  m';:::  ;.;;:.;;-.  ^-.i  '.*i-.-i>:  -':.- 
utation.  But  on  FcR^lla  ::  :r.i^e  :.'.■.  '-.^  s  i;-.'.-.-  -■ - 
prcssioD.  Slie  rather  itaai  I'r.sa  iivy;  izi.'.:  ■'.  •■  \ 
of  the  apartment;  her  crj'ir.tiiiiar.ct  m  •jk,'-.  *■  i^.-.  •• 
arms  and  hands  hanzinz  d'r-ra  «-,  if  i-r—.'.'.,  \--.  ■■- 
existence  only  testified  by  ::.<;  :'A.  "-.  -  .  ■;-'.''■.  ■-.• 
bosom,  and  llio  tears  whir:,  r.v.--:  :::::.  r.^.r  ::  '■:  :..■'. 
eyes. 

"  A  plague  on  il,"  -ai '.  ''.■■.'■.  Y.  .1.  "  -.'.-:.■■:  '.'.     ■:.  -."  .j 
abroad  this  inomini:  ;  XtxA  •},.':  •..■■.,>.:. '.t  =  -'j  ■■:..  '•.,:■'■  ■::.:■'., 
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I  think.  Cliecr  up,  my  girl.  Wliat,  in  the  devil's  nime, 
lias  cliangutl  tlicc  nt  once  rrom  a  Nympli  to  a  Niobe  !  U 
thoii  slanilesi  there  longer,  thou  wilt  grow  to  the  mj 
marble  wntl — Or — oddslish,  George,  hare  vou  bcea  biid> 
bolting  in  tiiis  quarter  also  f" 

Ere  Buckingham  could  answer  to  tliis  charge,  JuKu 
again  kneeled  down  to  the  King,  and  prayed  to  be  bnrd, 
were  it  only  for  five  minutes.  "  The  youn§  woman,"  be 
said,  "  had  been  long  in  attendance  on  the  Countea  af 
Derby.  She  was  bereaved  of  the  faculties  of  specrh 
and  hearing." 

"  Oddsfish,  man,  and  dances  so  well  ?"  said  the  Kii^ 
"  Nay,  all  Grcsham  College  shall  never  make  me  beficre 
that." 

"  I  would  have  thought  !l  equally  impossible,  but  lor 
what  1  to-day  witnessed,"  said  Julian  ;  "  but  only  pemit 
mc,  sir,  to  delii'er  the  petition  of  my  lady  the  Countess." 

"  And  who  nrt  thou  thyself,  man  }"  sait)  ihi;  Soverci?i : 
"  for  llioiigh  everything  whitli  wears  bodice  and  breisi- 
knoi  has  a  right  to  Fpeak  to  a  King,  and  be  answcrH.  1 
know  not  that  they  have  n  title  to  audience  through  in 
envoy  cxiniordiiiarA-.'' 

"  I  am  Julian  Peveril  of  l>crbyshirp,"  answered  the 
supplicant,  "  the  son  of  Sir  Ceoflrey  I'evcril  of  Martin- 
dale  Casllo,  who " 

"  IJody  nf  me — the  old  Worcester  man  ?"  said  the 
Kin^.  "  O.liUtish,  I  rpmcnihrr  luin  well — some  liann 
has  h'lppened  to  him,  I  think — Is  he  nut  de.-id,  or  very 
sick  i.t  least  ?" 

"  III  at  ease,  and  it  ploiisc  your  Majesty,  birt  not  il)  in 
health.  Ht-  has  hecn  imprisoned  on  account  of  alleged 
accession  to  this  Plot." 

"  ]rf«ik  yon  there,"  said  the  King  ;  "  I  knew  I»c  wa* 
in  irnublc  ;  and  yet  how  to  help  the  slout  old  Knight.  I 
can  hardly  tell.  i  can  scarce  escape  suspicion  of  tlie 
Plot  myself,  though  the  |)nnci|)at  o<>joct  of  it  is  to  takP 
away  my  own  life.  Were  1  to  stir  to  save  a  plotter.  I 
should  ccrl;iiulv  be  brought  in  as  an  accesson". — Buck- 
ii>^[i:iii).  ihuu  hii^t  nome  interest  with  iliose  nln  htiilt  tlib 
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Cne  State  ensino.  T-r  s*  '::-•  ^    :     :■:    :■••-:   '  :•: — >- 
good-nalurcil  :".  r  ...   :■..•■:      •    :  ^:-:   -      *      t-»:..  :.' : 
iuterfcrc  toiiu-l-tr  o-r  .  -  ^»  :;.  ir.-.:  .':  -.    :.?_•■-•:  -*■:; 
You  hare  not  for£i/'.  i.hsi  ?*' 

"  No,  sir,"  ansu  ered  ti/e  Dj^  :  ~  !:■:  I  dx-^^  i»5f ; 
the  name." 
"  It  is  Sir  GeofiK-v  hi*  Mak-scr  w  re' i  ?3t.""  *oc  J .  uf- 
"  And  if  bis  Maje^iv  dtJ  ^ij  S:r  Owfirtj-  Mi-r-ir 
Peveril,  I  cannoc  see  f.f  w  mi  *ix  I  c^ii  l»e  to  jcur  :iii»*?-" 
replied  the  Duke.  cftliiK.  ••  He  :•  i: '-.=<•:  ::'  i  :»a»'j 
crime  ;  and  a  Briiisli  >^'j-'::  =i:  «■:•:•_■:*£■:-  rii  hii^  :o 
ihcltcr  either  from  pr::.r*:  or  ^.r-rr.  i*-:  :---;-t  ■•■-iTtr  *»:•  "iiit 
award  and  deliverance  of  G>i  ii:C  :..•  '.  iifcjrrr." 

"  Notv,  Heaveo   k>r^i«e  txirr^?  ::r  .-^loiri?; .  G*--.rr*'.* 

said  the  Kins,  bastiU*.      -  I  uu^.z  n-.rj  :--.-•  r  1j«:  it-r  ! 

preach  religion  than  diee  leach  p"-'v.C5.!i.     Trj:--.  'trr:ir- 

c-st  as  well  as  I,  that  tbe*&2iio3  ii  12  &  !car>,t  xir?  v.r 

fear  of  the  poor  Catholics,  i«!«o  a:e  t^'A  t7-:  ctci  10  fie 

huudred  ;    and  that  the  pa'tMc  izjiud  »  »  i3rLS!>^d  vlvi 

new  narrations  of  conspiracy,  and  fre^L  lYjrtrr^  ^r^ry 

day,  that  people  hare  as  lii'Je  real  ieo^  *'A  «L*z:  h  r:rt 

or  unjust,  as  men  who  talk  in  tlleir  sleep  cf  vLi:  is  hf-w^ 

or  nonsense.      I  have  borne,  arjd  borne  «>Ji  >. — I  r.%**^ 

seen  blood  flow  on  the  scafi^jid.  fearin:  to  v»-^\r.  '.'iT  r.'^- 

tion  in  its  furj- — and  I  pray  to  God  thai  I  or  r:.!:)*:  i/*^  riOt 

called  on  to  answer  for  it.      I  will  no  lortZfrr  t-*\m  uith 

the  torrent,  which  honour  and  conscience  call  u(/>:i  istf.io 

stem — I  will  act  tlie  part  of  a  Sovereign,  and  ^aie  lijy 

people  from  doing  injustice,  even  in  iheir  own  defpiie/' 

Charles  walked  hastily  up  and  donn  tlir-  rpoin  as  he 

expressed  these  untvonted  sentiments,  with  enerzy  rrjiiaily 

unwonted.     After  a  momenta r}*  pause,  tlie  Duke  aniiuer- 

ed  him  grarely,  *'  Spoken  like  a  Koyal  King,  sir  ;  but — 

|iardon  me — not  like  a  Kins;  of  Kneiand." 

Charles  jMiused,  as  the  Duke  spoke,  beside  a  window 
which  looked  full  on  Whitehall,  and  his  eve  was  involun- 
tarily  attracted  by  the  fatal  window  of  the  Banquetting 
House,  out  of  which  his  unhappy  father  was  conducted 
to  execution.     Charles  was  naturally,  or,  more  properly, 


s 


113  PSTEBIL  OV  TOB  PEAK. 

constitutionally  brave ;  but  a  life  of  pleasure,  togedur 
ivith  the  habit  of  governing  his  course  rather  bj  wlntn 
expedient  than  by  what  was  right,  rendered  him  uotft 
to  dare  the  same  scene  of  danger  or  of  martyrdom,  wlndi 
had  closed  his  father's  4ife  and  reign  ;  and  the  thougbi 
came  over  his  half-formed  resolution,  like  the  rain  upoo 
a  kindling  beacon.  In  another  man,  his  perplesuty  irouU 
have  seemed  almost  ludicroys ;  but  Charles  could  not 
lose,  even  under  these  circumstances,  the  dignity  and  j 
grace  which  were  as  natural  to  him  as  his  indifferenoi 
and  his  good-humour.  "  Our  Council  must  decide  in 
this  matter,"  he  said,  looking  to  the  Duke  ;  *^  and  be 
assured,  young  man,"  he  added,  addressing  Julian,  "your 
father  shall  not  want  an  intercessor  in  his  King,  so  far  u  • 
the  laws  will  permit  my  interference  in  his  behalf." 

Julian  was  about  to  retire,  when  Fenella,  with  ■  milk- 
ed look,  put  into  his  hand  a  slip  of  paper,  on  which  she 
had  hastily  written,  "  The  packet — give  him  the  packet." 

After  a  moment's  hesitatiAi,  during  which  be  reflected 
that  Fenella  was  the  organ  of  the  Countess's  pleasure, 
Julian  resolved  to  obey.  "  Permit  me  then,  Sire,"  be 
said,  ''  to  place  in  your  re^al  hands  this  packet,  intrusted 
to  me  by  the  Countess  of  Derby.  Tlie  letters  have 
already  been  once  taken  from  me  ;  and  I  have  little  hope 
that  I  can  now  deliver  them  as  they  are  addressed.  I 
place  them,  therefore  in  your  royal  hands,  certain  that 
they  will  evince  the  innocence  of  the  writer. 

The  King  shook  his  head  as  he  took  the  packet  re- 
luctantly. ''  It  is  no  safe  office  you  have  undertaken, 
young  man.  A  messenger  has  sometimes  his  throat  cut 
for  the  sake  of  bis  despatches — But  give  them  to  me ; 
and,  Chiffinch,  give  me  wax  and  a  taper."  He  employ- 
ed himself  in  folding  the  Countess's  packet  m  another 
envelope.  "  Buckingham,"  he  said,  "  you  are  evidence 
that  I  do  not  read  them  till  the  Council  shall  see  them." 

Buckingham  approached,  and  offered  his  services 
in  folding  the  parcel,  but  Charles  rejected  his  assistance ; 
and,  having  finished  his  task,  he  sealed  the  packet  with 
his  own  signet-ring.     The  Duke  bit  bis  lip  and  retired 
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"  And  now,  young  man,"  said  ilie  King,  "  your  errand 
is  spedy  so  far  as  it  can  at  present  be  forwarded." 

Julian  bowed  deeply,  as  to  take  leave  at  these  words, 
vhicli  he  rightly  interpreted  as  a  signal  for  his  departure. 
Alice  Bridgenortfa  still  clung  to^is  arm,  and  motioned  to 
vithdra^  along  with  liirn.  The  King  and  Buckingham 
looked  at  each  other  in  conscious  astonishment,  and  yet 
not  without  a  desire  to  sniile,  so  strange  did  it  seem  to 
them  that  a  prize,  for  whi^'li,  an  instant  before,  they  had 
been  mutually  contending,  should  thus  glide  ouf  of  their 
grasp,  or  rather  be  borne  off  by  a  third  and  very  inferior 
competitor. 

'^  Mistress  CliifHnch,"  said  the  Kins,  with  a  hesitation 
which  he  could  not  disguise,  **  I  hope  your  fair  charge 
is  not  about  to  leave  you  ?" 

Certainly  not,  your  Majesty,"    answered  Chiffinch. 

Alice,  my  love^-you  iflistake — that  op|)ositc  door  leads 
to  your  apartments." 

"  Pardon  me,  madam,"  onswered  Alice ;  "  I  have  in- 
deed mistaken  my  road,  but  it  was  when  I  came  hither." 

"  The  ^rant  damozcl,"  said  Buckingham,  looking  at 
Charles  with  as  much  intelligence  as  etiquette  permitted 
hira  to  tlu'ow  into,  his  eye,  and  then  turning  it  towards 
Alice,  as  she  still  held  by  Julian's  arm,'  ''  is  resolved  not 
to  mistake  her  road  a  second  time.  She  has  chosen  a 
sufficient  guide." 

^'  And  yet  stories  tell  that  such  guides  have  led  maid- 
ens astray,"  said  the  King. 

Alice  blushed  deeply,  but  instantly  recovered  her  com- 
posure so  soon  as  she  saw  that  her  hberty*  was  likely  to 
depend  upon  the  immediate  exercise  of  resolution.     She 

Juitted,  from  a  sense  of  insulted  delicacy,  the  arm  of 
ulian,  to  which  she  had  hitherto  clung ;  but  as  she  spoke, 
she  continued  to  retain  a  slight  grasp  of  his  cloak.  ''  I 
have  indeed  mistaken  my  way,"  she  repeated,  still  ad- 
dressing Mistress  Chiffinch,  "  but  it  was  when  I  crossed 
this  threshold.  The  usage  to  which  I  have  been  expos- 
ed in  your  house,  has  determined  me  to  quit  it  instantly." 
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*<  I  will  not  permit  that,  my  young  mistress,"  answered 
Chiffinch,  "  until  your  uncle,  who  placed  you  under  mf 
care,  shall  relieve  me  of  the  charge  of  you." 

'^  I  will  answer  for  my  conduct,  botli  to  my  uncle,  and, 
what  is  of  more  importance,  to  my  father,"  said  Alice. 
**  You  must  permit  me  to  depart,  madam ;  I  am  frn- 
born,  and  you  have  no  right  to  detain  me." 

'<  Pardon  me,  my  young  madam,"  said  Mistress  Chif* 
finch,  "  I  have  a  right,  and  I  will  maintain  it  too.** 

"  I  will  know  that  before  quiuing  this  presence,**  said 
AlicS,  firmly;  and  advancing  a  step  or  two, she  dropped 
on  her  knee  before  tlie  King.  *^  Your  Majesty,"  sud 
she,  "  if  indeed  I  kneel  before  King  Charles,  is  the  ftdier 
of  your  subjects." 

^'  Of  a  good  many  of  tliem,"  said  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, apart. 

^*  1  demand  protection  of  yoif,  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  of  the  oath  your  Majesty  swore  when  you  placed  oo 
your  head  the  crown  of  this  4ingdom  !" 

^'  You  have  my  protection,"  said  the  King,  a  little 
confused  by  an  appeal  so  unexpected  and  so  solemn. 
"  Do  but  remain  quiet  witk  tliis  lady,  with  whom  your 
parents  have  placed  you  ;  neither  Buckingham  nor  anj 
one  else  shall  intrude  on  you." 

^<  His  Majesty,"  added  Buckingham,  in  the  same  tone, 
and  speaking  from  the  restless  and  mischief-making  spirit 
of  contradiction,  which  he  never  could  restrain,  even 
when  indulging  it  was  most  contrary,  not  only  to  pro- 
priety, but  to  his  own  interest, — "  His  Majesty  will  pro- 
tect you,  fair  lady,  from  ail  intrusion,  save  what  must  not 
be  termed  such." 

Alice  darted  a  keen  look  on  the  Duke,  as  if  to  read 
his  meaning  ;  another  on  Charles,  to  know  whether  she 
had  guessed  it  rightly.  There  was  a  guilty  confession  on 
the  King's  brow,  which  confirmed  Alice's  determination 
to  depart.  "  Your  Majesty  will  forgive  me,"  she  said  ; 
**  it  is  not  here  that  1  can  enjoy  the  advantasc  of  yoiu* 
royal  protection.     I  am  resolved  to  leave  this  house.     If 
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l(  am  detaiacd,  it  must  be  by  violence,  nhich  I  trust  no 
ooa  dare  ofTer  me  in  your  Majesty's  presence.  Tbis 
^nilemaa,  whom  I  have  long  known,  will  conduct  mc  to 
my  friends." 

"  We  make  but  an  indifferent  figure  in  ibis  scene,  me- 
thinks,"  said  the  King,  addressing  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingbain,  and  spcnking  in  a  wliisper ;  "  but  she  must  go 
^I  neitiier  will,  nor  dare,  stop  her  from  returning  to  lier 
bther." 

"  And  if  she  does,"  swore  tlie  Duke  intcmnlly,  "  I 
would,  as  Sir  Andrew  saitb,  I  might  never  touch  fair  lody's 
bind."  And  stepping  back,  he  spoke  a  few  words  with 
Empson  ilic  musician,  who  left  tiie  apartment  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  presently  relumed. 

The  King  seemed  irresolute  concerning  the  part  bo 
sliould  act  under  circumstances  so  peculiar.  To  be  foiled 
in  a  gallant  intrigue,  wns  to  subject  himself  to  the  ridi- 
cule of  bis  gay  Court ;  to  persist  in  it  by  any  menns  wliich 
approached  to  constraint,  WQuld  have  been  lyrartrtical ; 
tnd,  what  perhaps  he  might  judge  as  severe  an  imputation, 
it  would  have  been  unbecoming  a  gentleman.  "  Upon  my 
honour,  young  lady,"  he  snid,  with  an  emphasis,  "  yo«i 
have  nothing  to  fenr  in  this  house.  Hut  it  is  improper, 
for  your  own  sake,  that  you  should  leave  it  in  litis  abrupt 
manner.  If  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  wait  but  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  Mistress  Cliiflincli's  coach  will  be 
placed  at  your  command,  to  transport  you  where  yoti  will. 
Spare  yourself  tlie  ridicule,  and  me  the  pnin,  of  see- 
ing you  leave  the  bouse  of  one  of  my  servants,  as  if  you 
were  escaping  from  a  prison." 

The  King  spoke  in  good-natured  sincerity,  and  Alice 
was  incUned  for  an  instant  to  listen  to  his  advice;  but 
recollecting  that  she  had  to  search  for  her  father  nnd  uncle, 
or,  failing  them,  for  some  suitable  place  of  secure  resi- 
dence, it  rushed  on  her  mind  iliat  the  attendants  of  Mis- 
tress Chiifinch  were  not  likely  to  prove  tnisly  guides  or 
assistants  in  such  a  {iiiiposc.  Firmly  and  respectfully 
she  announced  her  purpose  of  In.itant  departure.  She 
needed  no  other  escort,  sbo  said,  than  xvhat  ihts  gentle- 
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man,  Master  Julian  Pcvcril,  wbo  was  well  kaoirn  to  her 
fuiher,  would  willingly  afford  her ;  nor  did  sbe  need  that 
farther,  tlian  until  she  had  reached  her  fatber^s  residence. 

'*  Farewell,  tiien,  lady,  a  God's  name!^'  said  the  King; 
*'  1  am  sorry  so  much  heauty  sliould  be  wedded  to  so 
many  shrewish  suspicions. — For  you.  Master  Peveril,  I 
should  have  thought  you  had  enough  to  do  with  your  ovn 
aifuirs,  without  interfering  with  the  humours  of  the  fair  sex. 
The  duty  of  conducting  all  strayed  damsels  into  the  right 
path,  is,  as  mutters  go  in  this  good  city,  rather  too  weighty 
an  undertaking  for  yonr  youth  and  ineKperiencc." 

Julian,  eager  to  conduct  Alice  safe  from  a  place  of 
which  he  began  fully  to  appreciate  the  perils,  answered 
nothing  to  this  taunt,  hut,  bowing  reverently,  led  ber  from 
tlie  apartment.  Her  sudden  appearance,  and  the  ani- 
mated scene  which  followed,  had  entirely  absorbed,  for  the 
moment,  the  recollection  of  his  father,  and  of  the  Coun* 
tess  of  Derhy  ;  and  while  the  dumb  attendant  of  the 
latter  remained  in  the  room,  a  silent,  and,  as  it  were, 
stunned  spectator  of  all  that  had  happened,  Peverii  had 
become,  in  the  ))redominatIng  interest  of  Alice's  critical 
situation,  totally  forgetful  of  her  presence.  But  no  sooner 
had  lie  left  the  room,  without  noticing  or  attending  to  ber, 
than  Fenclla,  starting  as  from  a  trance,  drew  herself  up, 
and  looked  wildly  around,  like  one  waking  from  a  dream, 
as  if  to  assure  herself  that  her  companion  was  gone,  and 
gone  without  paying  the  slightest  attention  to  her.  She 
folded  her  hands  together,  and  cast  her  eyes  upwards, 
with  an  expression  of  such  agony  as  explained  to  Charles 
(as  he  thought)  wlmt  painful  ideas  were  passing  in  her 
mind.  *'  I'his  Peverii  is  a  perfect  pattern  of  successful 
perfidy,"  said  the  King  ;  **  he  has  not  only  succeeded 
at  first  sight  in  carrying  off  this  Queen  of  the  Araasons, 
but  he  has  left  us,  1  think,  a  disconsolate  Ariadne  in  her 
))lace. — But  weep  not,  my  princess  of  pretty  movements,'* 
he  said,  addressing  himself  to  Fenella  ;  "  if  we  cannot 
call  in  Bacchus  to  console  vou,  we  will  commit  you  to 
the  care  of  Empson,  who  shall  drink  with  Liber  Pater 
for  a  thousand  pounds,  and  I  will  say  done  first." 
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As  the  King  spoke  diese  words,  FeneHa  nislied  post 
h'rin  with  licr  wonted  rapidity  of  step,  ond,  will)  mucli 
less  courtesy  than  was  due  [o  the  royal  presence,  hurried 
down  stairs,  and  nut  of  the  liouse,  wiliioul  attempting  to 
open  nny  communication  witli  the  Klonarch.  He  saw 
Iier  abrupt  departure  with  more  surprise  than  displeasure  ; 
ind  presently  afterwards,  bursting  into  a  fit  of  laughter, 
be  said  to  the  Duke,  "  Oddsfish,  George,  this  young 
■park  might  teach  the  best  of  us  Iiow  to  manage  llie 
wenclics.  I  have  had  my  own  experience,  but  I  could 
never  yet  contrive  eitlier  to  win  or  lose  tliem  with  so 
little  ceremony." 

"  Experience,  sir,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  cannot  be  ac- 
quired without  years." 

"  True,  George ;  and  you  would,  I  suppose,  insinu- 
ate," said  Charles,  "  tlint  the  gallant  who  acquires  it, 
loses  as  much  in  youth  as  he  gains  in  art  ?  I  defy  your 
bsinuatiDn,  George.  You  cannot  overreach  your  master, 
old  as  you  think  him,  eillier  in  love  or  politics.  You 
have  not  the  secret  plumer  la  poule  atina  la  faire  trier, 
witness  this  morning's  work.  I  will  give  you  odds  at  all 
games — ny,  and  at  the  Mall  too,  if-  thou  darest  accept 
my  challenge. — Chiffinch,  whut  for  dost  thou  convulse 
Uiy  pretty  throat  and  face  with  sobbing  and  hatching  tears, 
wbich  seem  rather  unwilling  to  make  their  apliearance  ? 

"  It  is  for  fear,"  whined  Chiffinch,  "  that  your  Maj- 
«»ly  sliould  think — that  you  should  expect — " 

"  That  I  should  expect  gratitude  from  a  courtier,  or 
fsilfa  from  a  woman  ?"  answered  the  King,  patting  her  at 
the  same  time  under  the  chin,  to  make  her  raise  her  face 
^*'  Tush  !  cliicken,  I  am  not  so  superfluous." 

*'  There  it  is  now,"  said  Chiffinch,  continuing  to  sob 
the  more  bitterly,  as  she  felt  herself  unable  lo  produce 
any  tears  ;  "  I  see  your  Majesty  is  determined  to  lay  all 
the  blame  on  me,  when  I  am  innocent  as  an  unborn  babe 
—I  will  be  judged  by  his  Grace." 

"  No  doubt,  no  doubt,  Chiffie,"  said  ilie  King.  "  His 
Grace  and  you  will  be  excellent  judges  in  each  other's 
cause,  and  as  good  witnesses  in  each  other's  favour.     Uut 
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to  investigate  the  matter  impartiallyy  we  mml  ezai 
our  evidence  apart.: — My  Lord  Duke,  we  meet  at  the 
Mall  at  noon,  if  your  Grace  dare  accept  my  challenge." 
His  Grace  of  Buckingham  bowed,  and  retired. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Bat  when  Uie  bully,  with  attuming  P*^^f 

Corks  his  broad  bat,  edged  round  with  taniish'd  laoa^ 

Yield  not  the  way— <lerv  his  stnittii^  l*^^t 

And  thrust  him  to  the  muddy  fceuners  side. 

Yet  rather  bear  the  riiowcr  and  toib  of  mud, 

TIhui  in  the  doubtful  quarrd  risk  thy  bkiod. 

Gat's  Tt 


Julian  Pcveiul,  half-leading,  half-supporting  Alice 
Bridgenortii,  had  reached  the  middle  of  St.  James's  Street 
ere  tlie  doubt  occurred  to  liim  which  way  they  should 
bend  their  course.  He  then  asked  Alice  whither  he 
should  conduct  her,  and  learned  to  his  surprise  and  em- 
barrassment, that,  far  from  knowing  where  her  father  was 
to  be  founA,  she  had  no  certain  knowledge  that  he  was  ia 
London,  and  only  hoped  that  he  had  arrived,  from  die 
expressions  which  he  had  used  at  parting.  She  mention- 
ed luT  uncle  Christian's  address,  but  it  was  witli  doubt 
and  hesitation,  arising  from  the  hands  in  which  he  bad 
already  placed  her ;  and  her  reluctance  to  go  again  under 
his  protection  was  strongly  confirmed  by  her  youUiful 
guide,  when  a  few  words  had  established  to  his  conviction 
the  identity  of  Ganlesse  and  Christian. — What  then  was 
to  be  done  ? 

"  Alice,"  said  Julian,  after  a  moment's  reflection,  "  you 
must  seek  your  earliest  and  best  friend — I  mean  my 
mother.  She  has  now  no  cnstlc  in  which  to  receive  you 
— she  has  but  a  miserable  lodging,  so  near  the  jail  in  which 
my  father  is  confined,  that  it  seems  almost  a  cell  of  the 
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same  prison.  I  have  not  seen  her  since  my  coming  hiih- 
er  ;  but  thus  much  hare  1  learned  bj  inquir}-.  We  will 
now  go  to  her  a|)artiiiciit  ;  such  as  it  is,  1  knoic  slic  uiJI 
sliare  it  with  one  so  innocent  and  so  unprotected  as  vou 
are." 

"  Gracious  Heaven  !*'  said  the  poor  zir],  "  am  I  ihen 
so  totally  deserted,  tliat  I  must  throw  my>e)r  on  the  mercy 
of  her  who,  of  all  the  world,  has  most  reason  to  spurn  me 
from  her? — Julian,  can  vou  advise  me  to  tiiis  ? — Is  there 
none  else  who  will  afltird  me  a  few  hours*  rt-fuirn,  till  I  can 
licar  from  my  father  ? — No  odicr  pruiectress  but  her 

whose  ruin  has,  1  fear,  hccn  accelerated  by Julian,  I 

dare  not  appear  before  your  motliiT  !  ^]ie  must  hute  me 
for  my  family,  and  dcFjiisc  nic  for  my  meanness.  To  be 
a  second  time  cast  on  her  proiccii jn,  w  hen  the  first  has 
been  so  evil  repaid — Julian,  1  dare  not  ^o  with  you/' 

"  She  has  never  ceasctl  to  love  yon,  Alii  e,'"  suid  her 
conductor,  whose  steps  she  coiitinuud  to  attend,  e\en 
while  declaring  her  re^nliiiioii  not  to  -^o  with  him,  "  i^be 
never  felt  anything  but  kindntss  lowardo  \uu,  nay,  towards 
your  father  ;  for  though  his  dealings  with  us  have  been 
harsh,  she  can  allow  much  for  the  provocation  which  he 
has  received.  Believe  me,  witii  her  yon  will  be  safe  as 
with  a  mother — perhaps  mny  be  the  means  of  reconciling 
the  divisions  by  which  we  lin.ve  sufTured  so  much." 

"  Might  God  grant  it  !"  said  Alice.  "  Yet  how  shall 
I  face  your  mother  ?  And  will  she  l>e  able  to  protect 
me  against  these  powerful  men — against  my  uncle  Chris- 
tian ?  Alas  !  tliat  I  must  call  him  my  worst  enemy  !" 

*^  She  has  the  ascendency  which  honour  hath  over  in- 
famy,  and  virtue  over  vice,"  said  Julian  ;  "  and  to  no 
human  power  but  your  father's  will  she  resign  you,  if  you 
consent  to  choose  her  for  your  protectress.  Come,  then, 
with  me,  Alice  ;  and " 

Julian  was  interrupted  by  some  one,  who,  laying  an  un- 
ceremonious hold  of  his  cloak,  pidled  it  with  so  nuich  force 
as  compelled  him  to  stop  and  lay  his  hand  on  his  sword. 
He  turned  at  the  same  time,  and,  when  he  turned,  beheld 
Fenella.     The  cheek  of  the  mute  glowed  like  fire  ;  her 
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eyes  sparkled,  and  her  lips  were  forcibly  draini  together, 
as  if  she  had  difficuhy  to  repress  those  wild  screanu 
which  usually  attended  her  agonies  of  passion,  and  wiiicb, 
uttered  in  the  open  street,  must  instantly  have  collected  t 
crowd.  As  it  was,  her  appearance  was  so  singular,  sod 
her  emotion  so  evident,  tliat  men  gazed  as  they  came  oa, 
and  looked  back  after  tlicy  had  passed,  at  the  angular 
vivacity  of  her  gestures  ;  while,  holding  Pevcril's  cloik 
with  one  hand,  she  made,  witli  tlie  otlier,  the  most  eager 
and  imperious  signs  that  he  should  leave  Alice  Bridge- 
north  and  follow  her.  She  touched  the  plume  in  her  bon- 
net, to  remind  him  of  the  Earl — pointed  to  her  heart,  to 
intimate  the  Countess — raised  her  closed  hand,  as  if  to 
command  him  in  their  name — and  next  moment  folded 
both,  as  if  to  supplicate  him  in  her  own ;  while,  poiotiog 
to  Alice  with  an  expression  at  once  of  angry  and  scornful 
derision,  she  waved  her  hand  repeatedly  and  disdainfully, 
to  intimate  that  Peveril  ought  to  cast  her  off,  as  something 
undeserving  his  protection. 

Frightened,  she  knew  not  why,  at  these  wild  gestures, 
Alice  clung  closer  to  Julian's  arm  than  she  had  at  first 
dared  to  do  ;  and  this  mark  of  confidence  in  his  protect 
tion  seemed  to  increase  the  passion  of  Fenella. 

Julian  was  dreadfully  embarrassed  ;  his  situation  was 
sufficiently  precarious,  even  .before  Fenclla's  ungoveroa* 
ble  passions  threatened  to  ruin  the  only  plan  which  he 
had  been  able  to  suggest.  What  she  wanted  with  him — 
how  far  the  fate  of  the  Earl  and  Countess  might  depend 
on  his  following  her,  he  could  not  even  conjecture  ;  but 
be  the  call  how  pcrem|)tory  soever,  he  resolved  not  to 
comply  with  it  until  ho  had  seen  Alice  placed  in  safety. 
In  the  meantime  he  determined  not  to  lose  sight  of  Fe- 
nella ;  and  disregarding  her  repeated,  disdainful,  and  im- 
petuous rejection  of  the  hand  which  he  offered  her,  he  at 
length  seemed  so  far  to  have  soothed  her,  that  she  seized 
upon  his  right  arm,  and,  as  if  despairing  of  his  following 
her  path,  appeared  reconciled  lo  attend  him  on  that  which 
he  himself  should  choose. 
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Thus,  witb  a  youihriil  female  clir.pag  13  each  im.  zz-d 
botli  remarkably  calculated  to  snrjct  ibe  pui^lic  erf, 
tbough  from  very  difiereat  rei<czj.  Ju'.'un  kscIt^c  to 
make  the  sbartcet  road  to  die  niier-flio,  tL.d  there  10  lue 
boat  for  BlactrHars,  as  the  ce^refi  yi\zi  of  linibiz  id 
Newgale,  where  he  conc!u(:ed  ihst  Lir.ce  b^d  siresdy 
iDtiouDced  bis  arriral  in  Loader  to  Sir  Gv'.frer,  i~.~:i  -a- 
babiiing  that  dismal  re^ioa.  aad  to  Lis  hey,  m'::-i.  to  far 
uihe  jiiilor's  rigour  pcrmiited,  shared  ^cd  x,'I:LZid  b^ 
imprisonment. 

Julian's  embarrassment  in  psisinz  CL^riRZ-Croji  and 
Northumberland- 1  louse  was  so  zre^t  as  Vj  tx'.ln  i-.e  a:- 
tention  of  the  passcnzers  ;  for  be  ha-!  I'j  iv.Lf-^^—  :,'<  Reps 
so  as  to  moderate  ihe  uneij'JiI  an'i  rsj.iJ  f-.i  r  t,i'  Fe-;*l!j 
lo  the  timid  and  fuini  )iro2ri.!i  ni  h;=  '.•:\:-\. ■■...■'.  r::.-,  \:.',.:  ; 
•nd  while  it  wowXA  liave  be<.-nnctfi;:s!  fj  -;■''  :!'.■■  ■..'.".=h'.t 
lo  tbc  former,  who  could  no!  cor/.Tireh-.-n '  !.!::i,  ;.^  d^rtd 
not  speak  himself  to  Alire,  fvr  f'.-:,r  of  ar.i™'.;:::.!  ;r.l'> 
frenzy  the  jealousy,  or  nt  Ioa=t  t:;e  i:;ip':i;': ;;';%;.  of  Ft::'; ila. 

Many  passengers  looked  at  tli'^m  v.i'ili  '.'•'i:,i\';r,  '^--.l  s'ltw 
with  smiles  ;  but  Jull^m  r'L'i/.ark'.iI  tict  tli-.-n;  n.  re  tno 
who  never  lost  si:;lit  of  iln;ti).  and  it  «h  1(11  Wn  Hiiji:>.ri, 
and  the  demeanour  of  his  companion-,  H'liwui  {',  a.T->rd 
-  matter  of  undisguised  merriment.  'I'licf-e  Mere  \'>i)ri^ 
men,  such  as  may  be  seen  iii  the  same  pn-ciiy-t-  in  thw 
present  day,  albwin^  for  llic  difl(.-njnri>  io  tli>-  fakhi'm  of 
iheir  apparel.  They  abounded  in  piriui;.  and  Autlcrtd 
with  many  hundred  yards  of  ribaiH,  di:|K>:r-(l  in  bow- 
knots  upon  thcirslcevcs,  their  breccli^s,  at:d  tl.iAi  vr&Ui- 
coals,  in  tlie  very  extremity  of  llie  i,-\i5!ii:;;  mode.  A 
quantity  of  lace  and  embroidery  mndc  tii'.-ir  fialiits  rather 
fine  than  tasteful.  In  a  word,  iliey  wore  dressed  in  that 
caricature  of  the  fashion,  nhii'hsoiiictiines  dc-rifjie- a  huir- 
brained  man  of  quality,  who  his  a  iiiinil  to  be  di/.iinqiiiah- 
ed  as  a  fnp  of  llic  first  nrdi-r,  but  \i  mur-h  monr  fntpienlly 
the  disguise  of  those  who  desire  t't  be  L-sleciti'^d  mm  of 
rank  on  account  of  ihetr  dre s^,  huviiig  no  ulhcr  pretension 
to  the  distinction. 

II       TOL.    II. 
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These  two  gallants  passed  Peveril  more  than  ooee, 
linked  arm  in  arm,  then  sauntered,  so  as  to  oblige  him  io 
pass  them  in  turn,  laughing  and  whispering  during  tbew 
manoeuvres — staring  broadly  at  Peveril  and  bis  femak 
'companions — and  affording  them,  as  they  came  into  con- 
tact, none  of  those  facilities  of  giving  place  which  are  re- 
quired on  such  occasions  hy  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  pave. 

Peveril  did  not  immediately  observe  Uieir  impertioeace; 
but  when  it  was  too  gross  to  escape  his  notice,  his  gtll 
began  to  arise  ;  and  in  addition  to  all  the  other  embarrass^ 
ments  of  his  situation,  he  had  to  combat  the  longing  desire 
which  he  felt  to  cudgel  handsomely  the  two  coscoaibs 
who  seemed  thus  determined  on  insulting  him.  Patience 
and  sufferance  were  indeed  strongly  imposed  .on  him  by 
circumstances;  but  at  length  it  became  scarcely  possiUe  to 
observe  their  dictates  any  longer. 

WhiMi,  for  the  third  lime,  Julian  found  himself  obligtHJ, 
wit! I  Ills  companions,  tu  pass  tliis  troublesome  brace  of 
fops,  they  kept  walking:  dobie  bciiind  liim,  i>pcakin!;soloud 
as  to  be  heard,  and  in  a  tone  of  perfect  indifference 
whether  he  listened  to  them  or  not. 

"  This  is  bumpkin's  best  luck,"  said  the  taller  of  the 
two,  (who  was  indeed  a  man  of  remarkable  size,)  alluding 
to  the  plainness  of  PeveriPs  dress,  which  was  scarce  fit 
for  the  streets  of  London — "  Two  such  fine  wenches,  and 
under  guard  of  a  grey  frock  and  an  oaken  riding-rod  !'' 

"  Nay,  puritan's  luck  rather,  and  more  than  enough  of 
it,"  said  his  companion.  "  You  may  road  puritan  in  bis 
pace  and  in  his  patience." 

"  Ri^hl  as  a  pint  bumper,  Tom,"  said  his  friend — ''  Is- 
sacher  is  an  ass  that  stoopclh  between  two  burdens." 

"  I  have  a  mind  to  ease  long-eared  Laurence  of  one 
of  his  incumbrances,"  said  the  shorter  fellow.  "  That 
black-eyed  sparkler  looks  as  if  she  had  a  mind  to  run 
away  from  him." 

"  Av,"  answered  the  taller,  "  and  the  blue-eved  trera- 
bier  looks  as  if  she  would  fall  behind  into  my  loving  arms.'' 

At  these  words,  Alice,  holdins:  still  closer  bv  Peverifs 
arm  than  fornuMly,  inendrd  her  pace  almost  to  running 
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der  to  c^ape  from  men  ivlmsc  languaEc  va:  so  alarm- 
and  Fcaella  waliied  liasiilv  fonvaid  in  the  same 
icr,  having  perhaps  cauglil,  from  ihc  nieD''s  gcsuim 
iL-mcanour,  ibal  apprebensioo  whicb  Alice  had  ukeo 
Uieir  language. 

nrful  of  the  consequences  of  a  My  in  tfae  StneU, 
li  must  nece^arily  separate  him  liom  these  unprotect- 
males,  Pvvoril  endeavoured  to  compound  betwixt  the 
ence  ncccssar)'  (w  their  protection  and  his  ovn  rising 
tnient ;  and  as  tliis  troublesome  pair  of  attendants 
avoured  again  to  pass  tlietn  close  to  Hnngerfard 
s,  be  said  to  ibem,  with  consliaincd  calmness,  "  Gen- 
m,  I  owe  jrou  soraeiiiing  for  the  attention  you  have 
wed  on  the  aSiiirs  of  a  stranger.  If  you  faave  any 
n»on  to  the  name  I  have  given  you,  you  wilt  teO  me 
e  you  tire  to  be  ronod." 

And  with  what  purpose,"  said  the  taller  of  the  two, 
iogly,  "  does  your  most  rustic  gravity,  or  your  masL 

I  nisticiiy,  require  of  us  such  information  ?" 

•  saying,  they  both  faced  about,  in  such  a  manner  as 
ike  it  impossible  for  Julinn  to  advance  any  failber. 
Hake  for  the  stairs,  Alice,"  he  said  ;  "  I  wiU  be  wilb 
n  an  instant."  Then  freeing  himself  tvitb  difficul^ 
the  grasp  of  his  companions,  he  cast  bis  cloak  hasti- 
Miod  his  left  arm,  and  said,  sternly,  (o  bis  opponents, 

II  you  give  me  your  names,  sirs ;  or  wUl  you  be 
ed  to  make  way  ?" 

Vol  till  we  know  for  whom  we  ore  to  give  filaee," 
me  of  them. 

Por  one  who  will  else  leach  you  what  you  want- 
manners,"  said  Pevcril,  and  advanced,  as  if  to  pusb 
sen  them. 

ley  separsied,  but  one  of  them  stretched  forth  his 
«rore  Pevcril,  as  if  be  meant  to  trip  him.  The  blood 
I  ancestors  was  already  boiling  wltliin  him,  he  struck 
■an  on  ibe  face  with  the  oaken  rod  which  he  bad  just 
ed  at,  onrl  throwing  it  from  him,  instantly  unsheathed 
vord.  Both  the  others  drew,  and  pushed  at  once  ; 
e  caught  the  point  of  the  one  rapier  in  his  cloak,  and 
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parried  the  other  thrust  with  his  own  weapon.  He  miglit 
have  been  less  lucky  in  the  second  close,  but  a  cry  arose 
among  the  watermen  of  '*  Shame,  shame  !  two  upon  one  T 

**  They  are  men  of  the  Duke  of  BuckinghamV'  ^' 
one  fellow — "  there's  no  safe  meddling  with  them." 

"  They  may  be  the  devil's  men,  if  they  will,"  said  an 
ancient  Triton,  flourishing  his  stretcher  ;  **butl  say,  fair 
play  and  old  England  for  ever  ;  and,  I  say,  knock  the 
gold-laced  pup])ies  down,  unless  they  will  fight  turn-about 
with  grey  jerkin,  like  honest  fellows.  One  down — t'other 
come  on." 

The  lower  orders  of  London  have  in  all  times  been  re- 
markable for  the  delight  which  they  have  taken  in  club- 
law,  or  fist-law  ;  and  for  the  equity  and  impartiality  irith 
which  they  see  it  administered.     The  noble  science  of 
defence  was  then  so  generally  known,  that  a  bout  at  single 
rapier  excited  at  that  time  as  much  interest  and  as  little 
wonder  as  a  boxing-match  in  our  own  days.      The  by- 
standers, experionccd  in  such  affrays,  presently  formed  a 
ring,  within  wliich  Pcveril  and  the  taller  and  more  fonvard 
of  his  antagonists  were  soon  engaged  in  close  combat  with 
their  swords,  whilst  the  other,  overawed  by  the  spectators, 
was  prevented  from  interfering. 

"  AVell  done  the  tall  fellow  !"— "  Well  thrust,  Ions- 
legs  !" — "  Huzza  for  two  ells  and  a  quarter  !"  were  the 
sounds  with  which  the  fray  was  at  first  cheered  ;  for  Peve- 
ril's  opponent  not  only  showed  great  activity  and  skill  in 
fence,  but  had  also  a  decided  advantage,  from  the  anxiety 
with  which  Julian  looked  out  for  Alice  Bridgcnorth  ;  die 
care  for  whose  safety  diverted  him  in  the  beginning  of  the 
onset  from  that  which  he  ought  to  have  exclusively  be- 
stowed on  the  defence  of  his  hfe.  A  slight  flesli- 
wound  in  the  side  at  once  punished,  and  warned  him  of, 
his  inadvertence  ;  when,  turning  his  whole  tlioughts  on 
the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  animated  with 
anger  against  his  impertinent  intruder,  the  rencontre 
speedily  began  to  assume  another  face,  amidst  cries  of 
*'  Well  done,  grey  jerkin  !" — "  Try  the  metal  of  his  gold 
doublet !" — "  Finely  thrust '" — "  Curiously  parried  f' — 
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**  Tben  treat  Biiatber  evcki  bc^  a>  'L&  br^^enc  it 
— '•  Fairly  pinked,  by  G — d  :"  L:  ac;  ii= 
tioa  vu  uttered  unid  z  zeaen^  r^&f  of  i^^L^sf.  a 
naoyiDg  a  succesffKi  umI  coas.'.^%e  kxzi^e.  1 
Pei'eril  ran  his  ;i§aatic  iz.u^-jc^  z^j^joci  ue  uxj. 
He  looLed  ai  his  prostnie  {jt  i.i  i  3cc:je^'  ;  1:^=.  :«- 
coreriDg  liimself,  called  loudly  10  kicv  vbuia.:  '.^fjxx 
of  the  hdy. 

"  Htser  mind  the  lady,  if  you  ~oe  nrke,'  s>j£  ««  'jC 
the  WBtenneii ;  "  the  cooa^bJe  wlii  Le  ijcre  i:^  1^  --•=•?•'• 
I'll  gire  your  honour  a  casi  acio=?tbe  vua  is  a  =r:ceic. 
It  may  be  as  much  as  your  aecVs  T«Ti>.  ScaJ  fic> 
cbarge  a  Jacobus." 

"  You  be  d  d'**  said  ooe  of  'us  Hnja  is  fr:)JM»»L, 
•*  u  j-our  father  was  befon;  you  ;  i'^  a  it/jx.'^.  \'-  mc 
the  geoileman  into  Alsatia,  nLere  tit.'^z  mL^z^xvjc- 
•table  dare  trespass." 

"  The  lady,  you  scoundre!>,  t!.«  laify  T  ^z-'-'aL^zj^A 
Pereril— "  where  is  the  lady  r" 

"  I'll  carry  your  honour  nhere  you  -iji!!  .jxe  ««Jrt 
of  ladies,  if  that  be  your  want,"  said  t}>e  ft'/i  Tr.vja  ;  a£<4 
u  he  spoke  the  clamour  amonrsi  the  «^ttrn^:>  su  r«- 
nened,  each  liopin^  to  cut  his  cwn  prtiut  o-jt  of  Vji  h^t:- 
gency  of  Julian's  situation. 

"  A  sculler  will  be  least  su-^prrcitd,  ywjr  ly^/wy^r,"'  >%'»& 
one  fellow. 

"  A  pair  of  oars  will  carry  yon  tlirouzii  iht  v-^i'-.t  ti« 
I  wild-duck,"  sHid  another. 

.  "  But  you  have  got  nevtr  a  lilt,  LroilKir,"  said  a  iliJrd. 
"  Now  1  can  put  llic  gentleman  as  soue  as  if  he  were 
under  halchcs." 

In  die  midst  of  the  oailis  and  clamour  aiictidinz  iliii 
aquatic  controversy  for  his  custom,  I'eviril  at  len^h  made 
them  understand,  that  he  would  besioM'  a  Jatotiu'^,  nut  on 
liim  whose  boat  was  first  oars,  bill  on  wlioiriyA-\<.T  ^bouM 
inform  him  of  the  fale  of  iliir  lady. 

"  Of  which  lady  r"  said  a  slia'rp  fullow  ;  "  for,  to  mv 
tbouglit,  there  was  a  pair  on  i)ieii>." 

II*       VOL.    II. 
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<<  or  both,  oT  both,"  answered  Peveril ;  <*  but  first,  of 
the  fair-haired  lady  ?" 

^*  Ay,  ay,  that  was  she  that  shrieked  so  wheo  gold- 
jacket's  coinpanioD  handed  her  into  No.  20.** 

»  Who — what — who  dared  to  hand  her  ?"  exckimed 
Peveril. 

**  Nay,  master,  you  have  heard  enough  of  my  tak  with- 
out a  fee,''  said  the  waterman. 

"  Sordid  rascal !",  said  Peveril,  giving  him  a  gold  piece, 
*'  speak  out,  or  I'll  run  my  sword  through  you  !'* 

**  For  the  matter  of  that,  master,"  answered  the  feDov, 
**  not  while  1  can  handle  this  trunnion-^but  a  bargaia's  t 
bargain ;  and  so  I'll  tell  you,  for  your  gold  piece,  that  the 
comrade  of  the  fellow  forced  one  of  your  wenches,  her 
with  the  fair  hair,  will  she  nil!  she,  into  Tickling  Tom's 
wherry  ;  and  they  are  far  enough  up  Thames  by  this  time, 
with  wind  and  tide." 

"  Sacred  heaven,  and  I  stand  here  !"  exclaimed  Juliaa. 

''  Why,  that  is  because  your  honour  will  not  take  a 
boat." 

"  You  are  right,  my  friend — a  boat — a  boat  instantly !" 

"  Follow  me,  then,  squire. — Here,  Tom,  bear  a  hand 
—the  gcnllcnian  is  oiir  fare." 

A  volley  of  water  language  was  exchanged  betwixt  the 
successful  candidate  for  Peveril's  custom  and  his  disap- 
pointed brethren,  which  concluded  by  the  ancient  Triton's 
bellowing  out,  in  a  tone  above  ihem  all,  "  That  the  gen- 
tleman was  in  a  fair  way  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  isle  of 
gulls,  for  that  sly  Jack  was  only  bantering  him — No.  20 
had  rowed  for  York-Buildings." 

"  To  the  isle  of  gallows,"  cried  another  ;  "  for  here 
comes  one  who  will  mar  his  trip  up  Thames,  and  carry 
bim  down  to  Execution-Dock." 

In  fact,  as  he  spoke  the  word,  a  constable,  with  three  or 
four  of  his  assistants,  armed  with  the  old-fashioned  brown- 
bills,  which  were  still  used  for  arming  those  guardians  of 
the  peace,  cut  off  our  hero's  farther  progress  to  the  water's 
edge,  by  arresting  him  in  the  King's  name.  To  attempt 
resistance  would  have  been  madness,  as  he  was  surround- 
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ed  on  all  nries ;  so  Peveril  was  dtsnrnied,  and  carried  be- 
Tore  tite  nearest  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  for  examination 
knd  committal. 

Tlie  legal  sage  before  whom  Julian  was  taken,  was  a 
man  very  honest  in  liis  intentions,  very  bounded  in  his 
talents,  and  rather'  timid  in  his  disposition.  Before  tlie 
general  alarm  given  to  England,  and  to  the  ciiy  of  London 
in  paciiculnr,  by  the  notable  discovery  of  the  Popish  Plot, 
Master  Maulstatute  had  taken  serene  and  undisturbed 
pride  and  pleasure  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  Jus- 
lice  of  tlie  Peace,  vi-ith  the  exercise  of  all  its  honorary 
privileges  and  awful  authority.  But  ilie  murder  of  Sir 
Edinondsbury  Godfrey  bad  made  a  strong,  nay,  an  indeli- 
ble impression  on  his  mind  ;  and  be  walked  the  courts  of 
Themis  witii  fear  and  trembling  after  thai  memorable  and 
inelancboly  event. 

Having  a  bigb  idea  of  liis  ofbcial  importance,  and  rather 
an  exalted  notion  of  his  personal  consequence,  his  honour 
saw  notliing  from  that  lime  but  cords  and  daggers  before 
his  eyes,  and  never  stepjieil  out  of  bis  own  bouse,  wbicii 
he  fortified,  and  in  some  measure  garrisoned,  with  Iialf  a 
dozen  tall  watchmen  and  constables,  wiiliout  sceinz  him' 
lelf  watched  by  a  Papist  in  disguiic,  with  a  drawn  £word 
under  bis  cloak.  It  was  even  wbispt-red,  that,  in  the  az'^ 
nics  of  bis  fears,  the  worslii|)ful  Master  .MauUtatu'e  tuv- 
took  the  kiichen-wcnch  wiib  a  tinder-box,  for  a  J'jVjit  Kitb 
a  pistol  ;  but  if  any  one  dared  to  lau^h  at  sucb  an  «fror, 
lie  would  liave  done  well  to  conceal  his  inirth,  \':it  \ys  f»i; 
under  tbe  heavy  inculpation  of  being  a  banf:rer  zrA  vlRi^ 
of  the  Plot— a  crime  almost  as  deep  as  ih^t  of  bf/ir.;  f,.;:t- 
sclf  a  plotter.  In  fact,  tbe  fears  of  t!i?  bfine^t  Jm.'^, 
however  ridiciilously  exorbitant,  were  ktpt  »  n.vA,  .-. 
countenance  by  the  outcry  of  tlie  dsv,  ar.d  ttt  f^jin. 
nervous  fever  which  afflicted  cyctv  zvA  PrVAVA:^^.,  -.i: 
Master  Manlsimme  was  accojr.ttfl'ii.b  >-,;;;.;  j.m-.  »-,',  ■  ,>, 
better  mag^sliate,  while,  tir-ider  tlit  ltr?'.r  '/  '.  .i  \  ;-<:*«■, 
dagger  whicli  fnncy  pbct^il  cmiiti'iai/.'  i,*;*-,.":  .;.■.  •;-.'.-.  :^ 
continued  to  dolu  fonli  j'liiice  in  i:,H  !':':':\-—.\  ;'.  ':..\  -y.^ 
%'ate  chamber,  nay,  occasionally  v>  at'^id  '•^■■'tt^.*!:->0:\WKt\ 
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when  die  hall  was  guarded  by  a  sufficient  body  of  the 
militia.  Such  was  the  wight,  at  whose  door,  well  chaiiied 
and  doubly  bolted,  the  constable  who  had  Julian  in  cus- 
tody now  gave  his  iiniK)rtant  and  well-known  knock. 

Notwithstanding  this  official  signal,  tlie  party  was  not 
admitted,  untjl  the  clerk,  who  acted  tlie  part  of  high- 
warder,  had  reconnoitred  them  through  a  grated  wicket; 
for  who  could  say  whether  the  Papists  might  not  have  made 
themselves  master  of  Alaster  Constable's  sign,  and  have 
prepared  a  pseudo-watcii  to  burst  in  and  murder  the  Jus- 
tice, under  pretence  of  bringing  a  criminal  before  liim  ?— 
Less  hopeful  projects  had  figured  in  tlie  narrative  of  the 
Po])ish  Plot. 

All  being  found  right,  the  key  was  turned,  die  bolts 
were  drawn,  and  the  chain  unhooked,  so  as  to  permit  en- 
trance to  the  constable,  die  prisoner,  and  die  assistants ; 
and  the  door  was  then  as  suddenly  shut  against  the  wit- 
nesses, who,  as  less  trustworthy  persons,  were  requested 
(throuf^h  the  wicket)  to  remain  in  the  yard,  until  lliey 
should  be  called  in  their  respective  turns. 

Had  Julian  been  inclined  for  mirth,  as  was  far  from 
being  the  case,  he  must  have  smiled  at  the  incongruity  of 
the  clerk's  apparel,  who  had  belted  over  his  black  buck- 
ram suit  a  buff  baldrick,  sustaining  a  broadsword,  and  a 
pair  of  huge  horse-pislols  ;  and,  instead  of  die  low  flat 
hat,  which,  comin;[;  in  ])lnce  of  the  city  cap,  completed 
die  dress  of  a  scrivener,  had  placed  on  iiis  greasy  locks  a 
rusted  steel  cap,  which  had  seen  Alarston-nioor  ;  across 
which  projected  his  well-used  quill,  in  the  guise  of  a  plume 
— the  slinpe  of  the  morion  not  admitting  of  lis  being  stuck, 
as  usual,  behind  his  ear. 

This  wliiuisical  figure  conducted  the  constable,  liis  as- 
sistants, and  the  prisoner,  into  die  low  hall,  where  his 
))rinci|)al  dealt  forth  justice  ;  who  presented  an  ap[)ear- 
ance  still  more  singular  than  that  of  his  dependant. 

Sundry  good  Protestants,  who  thought  so  highly  of 
themselves  as  to  suppose  diey  were  worthy  to  be  distin- 
guished as  objects  of  Catholic  cruelly,  had  taken  to  de- 
fensive arms  on  the  occasion.     Hut  it  was  quickly  found 
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that  a  breaat-plaie  and  back-plaie  or  proof,  fisKcct!  «>- 
celherwilb  iron  clasps,  was  no  conTcnient  tccloeare  Kf  i 
mao  who  meant  to  cat  reniwo  and  cufurd  :  tad  irjc  i 
buff-coat,  or  shirt  of  mail,  was  .scarcely  raore  accoeassi- 
da^ng  to  the  exertions  necessary  on  such  active  oca^xs. 
Beudes,  tbere  n-crc  other  objec[ions,  as  ih«  tliraizz  t=.4 
menacing  aspects  tv) lie h  such  warlike  haLiLi.Tier/j  sit*  » 
the  Exchange,  and  other  places,  where  (r.crch'icU  r/iet 
do  congregate ;  and  escoriations  were  bitterly  od^iaiEM 
of  by  many,  vflio,  nol  bi-loopng  to  the  anill'rty  c".c.:*:;y, 
or  trained  bands,  had  no  experience  in  hear^;  Cttecs^C 
irmour. 

To  obviate  these  objections,  and,  at  ibe  sace  iltae,  za 
secure  the  persons  of  all  tioe  Protestar.t  cltlzec-  irii^t 
open  force  ot  pri^y  assassinations  on  ie  p^r: '.:  "-jt 
Fapiats,  some  ingenious  anisl,  belonzinz.  we  niiy  sr^-TZie, 
to  Ifae  worshipful  Mercers'  Corops::}',  ii^d  c&..'>.T«-i  t 
species  of  armour,  of  nhich  ncitlier  ihe  hrirst-^TTr-r.-^ry  ia 
the  Tower,  nor  Giiynnap's  Gothic  Hall,  no,  ux  Dr. 
Kleyrick's  innhiable  collection  of  ascient  artns.  r.ii  pf»- 
scrvcd  any  specimen.  It  was  ca'l';d  i-karrr.'^ir.  "  -*:..".r 
composed  of  a  itoublel  and  breccLcs  of  <]ui!tii:'j  ^.i..  i; 
closely  stitched,  and  of  such  thickoe*^,  ai  Vj  i/^  -fVx.i 
against  either  bullet  or  sltcl ;  wliiE^  a  tiiick  lor.r.*^^  ui  t.\% 
same  materials,  with  ear-flap^  atiachod  to  it,  %-A,  r,^  mm 
whole, much rescmblins a nishi-cap,  complet^O  ■.'.<:  '■■'yi-'j- 
mcnt,  and  ascertained  the  security  of  trie  wearer  :.■-.:.  -^  -. 
head  to  the  knee. 

blaster  Maulstatuie,  ainon;^  other  wr.riliy  '.iliz^ni,  \aA 
adopted  this  singuhr  panoply,  whicli  bad  iii<:  %Aw.f:tzH 
of  being  soft,  and  warm,  and  flexible,  as  v,hX  as  W,':. 
And  he  now  sat  in  his  judicial  elbcAr-chair — a  <i..'tr..  r-*- 
lund  figure,  hung  round,  as  it  wore,  with  cu^tii'tns  >''•'  ^  -'-'• 
was  the  appearance  of  ihc  quilled  e^rmeiiii  ;  v.A  ■*.':.  * 
nose  protruded  fr<Hn  under  t!i»:  iili:<:n  ts";-i':,  •■..':  /i 
of  which,  t<)!:ctlii;r  with  the  wtv^W.'.-.u^-.ys  '»I  '  ■•-.  v.  v..^ 
fignrc,  gave  his  worship  no  iniliiT»:Tt:i.l  n--*- «.!/.» <;'.•:  '•:  '}j: 
sign  of  the  Hog  in  Armour,  wiii'^h  wan  ':',i.>.':<!r!.r,.;.  ■■;,- 
proved  by  the  defensive  gflmieiit  bcitcof  a  duikj  r^tnj^i:. 
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colour,  not  altc^cthcr  unlike  the  hue  of  those  half-irild 
swine  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  forests  of  Uampsfaire. 

Secure  in  these  invulnerable  envelopements,  his  wor- 
ship had  rested  content,  although  severed  from  his  own 
death-doing  weapons,  of  rapier,  poniard,  and  pistols, 
which  were  placed,  nevertheless,  at  no  great  distance  bam 
his  chair.  One  offensive  implement,  indeed,  he  thought 
it  prudent  to  keep  on  the  table  beside  his  huge  Coke  upoo 
Littleton.  This  was  a  sort  of  pocket-flail,  consistiDg  of  t 
piece  of  strong  ash,  about  eighteen  inches  long,  to  which 
was  attached  a  swinging  club  of  lignum^ta,  nearly  twice 
as  long  a^  the  handle,  but  jointed  so  as  to  be  easily  folded 
up.  This  instrument,  which  bore  at  that  time  the  singular 
name  of  the  Protestant  flail,  might  be  concealed  under 
the  coat,  until  circumstances  demanded  its  public  appei^ 
ance.  A  better  precaution  against  surprise  than  his  armsi 
whether  offensive  or  defensive,  was  a  strong  iron  grating, 
which,  crossing  the  room  in  front  of  the  Justice's  table, 
and  communicating  by  a  grated  door,  which  was  usually 
kept  locked,  effectually  separated  the  accused  party  from 
his  Judge. 

Justice  Maulstatute,  such  as  we  have  described  him, 
chose  to  hear  the  accusation  of  the  witnesses  before  call- 
ing on  Peveril  for  his  defence.  The  detail  of  the  afltay 
was  briefly  given  by  the  bystanders,  and  seemed  deeply 
to  touch  the  spirit  of  the  examinator.  He  shook  his  silken 
casque  emphatically,  when  he  understood  that,  after  some 
language  betwixt  the  parties,  which  tlie  witnesses  did  not 
quite  understand,  the  young  man  in  custody  struck  the 
first  blow,  and  drew  his  sword  before  the  wounded  party 
had  unsheathed  his  weapon.  Again  he  shook  his  crested 
head  yet  more  solemnly,  when  the  result  of  the  conflict 
was  known  ;  and  yet  again,  when  one  of  tlie  witnesses 
declared,  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the  sufferer 
in  the  fray  was  a  gentleman  belonging  to  the  household  of 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

"  A  worthy  peer,"  nuoth  the  armed  magistrate — ^**  a 
true  Protestant,  and  a  friend  to  his  country.  Mercy  on 
us,  to  what  a  height  of  audacity  hath  this  age  arisen  * 
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We  see  well,  and  could,  were  we  as  blind  aa  a  mole,  out 
or  wbat  quiver  tliis  sharthathbeen  drawn." 

He  ihea  put  od  his  spectacles,  and  having  dedred  Ju- 
lian to  be  brought  forward,  be  glared  upon  him  awfully 
with  those  glasen  eyes,  froni  under  the  shade  of  his  quilted 
tnrlian. 

"  So  young,"  he  said,  "  and  so  hardened — lack-a- 
day  !— and  a  Papist,  I'll  warrant." 

Peveril  bad  time  enough  to  recollect  the  necessity  of 
bis  being  at  large,  if  he  could  possibly  obtain  his  freedom, 
and  interposed  here  a  civil  conlradictjon  of  his  worship's 
gracious  supposition.  "  He  was  no  Catholic,"  he  said, 
"  but  an  unworthy  member  of  the  Church  of  England." 

"  Perhaps  but  a  luke-warm  Protestant,  notwithstand- 
ing," said  tlie  sage  Justice  ;  "  there  are  those  amcmgst 
us  who  ride  tanticy  to  Rome,  and  have  already  made  out 
half  the  journey — ahem  i" 

Peveril  disowned  his  being  any  such. 

'*  And  who  art  thou,  then  ?"  said  the  Justice  ;  "  for, 
liiend,  to  tell  you  plainly,  1  like  not  your  visage — ahem !" 

These  short  and  emphatic  coughs  were  accompanied 
each  by  a  succitict  nod,  intimating  the  perfect  conviction  of 
tbe  speaker,  that  he  had  made  the  best,  the  wisest,  and 
ilie  .most  acute  observation,  of  which  the  premises  ad- 
mitted. 

Julian,  irritated  by  the  whole  circumstances  of  his  de- 
tention, answered  the  Justice's  interrogation  in  rather  a 
lofiy  tone.      "  My  name  is  Julian  Peveril !" 

"  Now,  Heaven  be  around  us !"  said  the  terrified  Jus- 
tice— *'  the  son  of  that  black-hcaned  Papist  and  traitor. 
Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  now  in  hands,  and  on  the  verge  of 
.  t^ial  ! !" 

"  How,  sir  !"  exclaimed  Julian,  forgetting  his  situa- 
tion, and  stepping  forward  lo  the  grating,  wiUi  a  violence 
wliicb  made  the  bars  clatter,  he  so  startled  tlie  appalled 
Justice,  that,  snatching  his  Protestant  flail,  Master  Maul- 
statute  aimed  a  blow  at  liis  prisoner,  to  repel  what  ha 
apprehended  was  a  prcmcilitutcdaltirck.  But  whether  tt 
was  owing  to  the  Justice's  huiry  of  mind,  or  incicperience 
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in  managing  the  weapon,  he  not  only  missed  his  aim,  but 
brouglit  the  swinging  part  of  the  machine  roand  hb  owa 
skull,  with  such  a  severe  counter-buff,  as  completdy  totrf 
the  efficacy  of  his  cushioned  helmet,  and,  in  spite  of  ks 
defence,  to  convey  a  stunning  sensation,  which  he  rather 
hastily  imputed  to  tlie  consequence  of  a  blow  received 
from  Peveril. 

His  assistants  did  not  indeed  directly  confirm  the  opin- 
ion which  the  Justice  had  so  unwarrantably  adopted ;  bat 
all  with  one  voice  agreed,  that,  but  for  their  own  actire 
and  instantaneous  interference,  there  was  no  knowing  wfait 
mischief  might  have  been  done  by  a  person  so  dangeroos 
as  the  prisoner.  The  general  opinion  that  be  meant  to 
proceed  in  the  matter  of  his  own  rescue  par  voie  dufait^ 
was  indeed  so  deeply  impressed  on  all  present,  that  Ju- 
lian saw  it  would  be  in  vain  to  offer  any  defence,  espe- 
cially being  but  too  conscious  that  the  alarming,  and  pro- 
bably the  fatal  consequences  of  his  rencontre  with  the  bul- 
ly, rendered  his  commitment  inevil^dble.  He  contented 
himself  with  asking;  into  what  prison  he  was  to  be  thrown; 
and  when  tlic  formidable  word  Newi^ate  was  returned  as 
full  answer,  he  Imd  at  least  the  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that, 
stern  and  danjrenms  as  was  the  shelter  of  that  roof,  he  should 
at  least  enjoy  it  in  company  with  his  father  ;  and  that,  by 
some  means  or  other,  they  might  perhaps  obtain  the  sat- 
isfaction of  a  melancholy  meeting,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces of  miiliial  calamity,  which  seemed  impending  over 
their  house. 

Assumi'12:  the  virtue  of  more  patience  than  he  actually 
possessed,  Julian  gave  the  magistrate,  (whom  all  the  mild- 
ness of  his  demeanour  could  not,  however,  n»concile 
him,)  the  direction  to  the  house  where  he  lodged,  together 
with  a  request  that  his  servant.  Lance  Out  ram,  might  be 
permitted  to  send  him  his  money  and  wearing  apparel  ; 
adding,  that  all  which  might  be  in  his  possession,  either 
of  arms  or  writings, — the  former  amounting  to  a  pair  of 
travelling  pistols,  and  the  last  to  a  few  memoranda  of  little 
consequence, — he  ullliugly  consented  to  place  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  magistrate.      It  was  in  that  njoinent  that  he 
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entert^ed,  ^tb  sincere  satisliicuon,  the  caaJlmJD^  re- 
flection, that  the  important  papers  of  I^y  EvAy  were 
already  in  the  possession  of  the  Sovereign. 

The  Justice  promised  attention  to  his  requests ;  but  re- 
Duoded  him,  with  great  dignity,  that  his  preseat  compla- 
cent  aad  submissive  bchariour  ought,  for  his  own  sake, 
to  have  been  adopted  from  the  beeinninz,  instead  of  dis- 
turbing the  presence  of  magistracy  with  such  atrocious 
marks  of  the  malignant,  rebellious,  and  murderous  spirit 
of  Popery,  as  be  had  at  first  exhibited.  "  Yet,"  be  said, 
"  as  he  was  a  goodly  young  man,  and  of  honourable 
quality,  be  would  not  sufTcr  him  to  be  dragged  tlirougb 
Ibe  streets  as  a  felon,  but  bad  ordered  a  coach  for  bis  ac- 
commodation." 

His  honour,  Master  itiaulslaiuie,  uttered  the  word 
"  coach"  witli  the  importance  of  one  ivho,  as  Dr.  John- 
son sailh  of  later  date,  is  conscious  of  the  dignity  of  put- 
ting horses  to  his  chariot.  The  worshipful  blaster  Maul- 
statute  did  not,  honever,  on  this  occasion,  do  Julian  the 
honour  of  yoking  to  bis  hu^e  family  rarocbc  the  two 
"  frampal  jades,"  (lo  use  die  term  of  the  pt^riod,}  which 
were  wont  to  drag  that  ark  to  ilie  meeting- ho  use  of  pure 
end  precious  Master  Howlaglass  on  a  Thursday's  evening 
for  lecture,  and  on  a  Sunday  for  a  four-hours'  sermon. 
He  had  recourse  to  a  leathern  convenience,  then  more 
rare,  but  just  introduced,  with  every  prospect  of  the  great 
facility  which  has  since  been  alTorded  by  hackney-coach- 
es, to  all  manner  of  commntiicntion,  honest  and  dishonest, 
legal  and  illegal.  Our  friend  Julian,  hitherto  much  more 
accustomed  to  the  saddle  than  to  any  other  conveyance, 
soon  found  himsen  in  a  hackney  carriage,  with  the  consta- 
ble and  two  assistants  for  his  companions,  armed  up  to 
the  teeth — tlie  port  of  destination  being,  as  tliey  had 
already  intimated,  the  ancient  fortress  of  Newgate. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Tis  the  black  ban-dog  of  oor  jaiWPraj  look  oa  kui. 

But  at  a  wary  distance — rouae  bim  not^> 

He  bays  not  till  be  worries. 

Hk  Biack  Jkig  of  Nm^^ti, 

The  coach  stopped  before  those  tremendous  gates, 
which  resemble  those  of  Tartarus,  save  only  that  tbqr 
rather  more  frequently  permit  safe  and  honourable  effea; 
altliough  at  the  price  of  the  same  anxiety  and  labour  with 
which  Hcrcules,andoncortwoof  the  demi-gods,  extricated 
themselves  from  the  hell  of  the  ancient  mythology,  and 
sometimes,  it  is  ssud,  by  the  assistance  of  the  golden  boughs. 

Julian  stepped  out  of  the  vehicle,  carefully  supported 
on  cither  side  by  his  companions,  and  also  by  one  or  two 
turnkeys,  whom  the  first  summons  of  the  deep  bell  at  the 
gate  had  called  to  their  assistance.  That  attention,  it  may 
be  guessed,  was  not  bestowed  lest  he  should  make  a  false 
step,  so  much  as  for  fear  of  his  attempting  an  escape,  of 
which  he  had  no  intentions.  A  few  prentices  and  strag- 
gling boys  of  the  neighbouring  market,  which  deriv^ 
considerable  advantage  from  increase  of  custom,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  numerous  committals  on  account  of  the 
Popish  Plot,  and  who  therefore  were  zealous  Protestants, 
saluted  him  on  his  descent  with  jubilee  shouts  of  "Whoop, 

Papist  !    whoop,  Papist  !    D n  to  the  Pope,  and  all 

his  adherents  !"  ^ 

Under  such  auspices,  Peveril  was  ushered  in  beneath 
tliat  gloomy  gateway,  where  so  many  bid  adieu  on  their 
entrance  at  once  to  honour  and  to  life.  The  dark  aod 
dismal  arch  under  which  he  soon  found  himself,  opened 
upon  a  lar^^e  court-yard,  where  a  number  of  debtors  were 
employed  in  playing  at  hand-ball,  pitch-and-toss,  hustle- 
cap,  and  other  gafrics  ;  for  tvliich  relaxations  the  rigour 
of  tlicir  creditors  alfordcd  ihcm  full  leisure,  while  it  de- 
barred them  tlic  means  of  pursuing  the  honest  labour  bv 
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which  they  might  hare  redeemed  their  afiairs,  and  maio- 
tained  their  starving  and  beggared  families. 

But  with  tliis  careless  and  desperate  group  Julian  was 
not  to  be  numbered,  being  led,  or  rattier  forced,  by  his 
conductors,  into  a  low  arched  door,  which,  carefully  se- 
cured by  bolts  and  bars,  opened  for  his  reception  on  one 
side  of  the  archway,  and  closed,  witli  all  its  fastenings, 
the  moment  after  his  hasty  entrance.  He  was  then  con- 
ducted along  two  or  three  gloomy  passages,  which,  where 
they  intersected  each  other,  were  guarded  by  as  maoy 
strong  wickets,  one  of  iron  grates,  and  the  others  of  stout 
oak,  clenched  with  plates,  and  studded  with  natia  of  the 
same  metal.  He  was  not  allowed  to  pause  until  he  found 
himself  hurried  into  a  little  round  vaulted  room,  which 
aereral  of  these  passages  opened  into,  and  which  seemed, 
with  respect  to  the  labyrintli  through  part  of  which  he 
bad  passed,  to  resemble  the  central  point  of  a  spider's 
web,  in  which  the  main  lines  of  that  reptile's  curious  maze 
are  always  found  to  terminate. 

The  resemblance  did  not  end  here  ;  for  in  this  small 
Taulted  apartment,  the  walls  of  which  were  hung  round 
mtfa  musketoons,  pistols,  cutlasses,  and  other  weapons,  as 
well  as  with  many  seta  of  fetters  and  irons  of  different 
eoDstruction,  all  disposed  in  -great  order,  and  ready  for 
employment,  a  person  sat,  who  might  not  unaptly  be  com- 
pared to  a  huge  bloated  and  bottled  spider,  placed  there 
to  secure  the  prey  which  had  fallen  into  his  toils. 

This  official  bad  originally  been  a  very  strong  and 
iquare-built  man,  of  large  size,  but  was  now  so  over-grown, 
fmm  over-feeding  perhaps,  and  want  of  exercise,  as  to 
bear  the  same  resemblance  to  his  former  self  which  a  stall- 
fed  ox  still  retains  to  a  wild  hull.  The  look  of  no  man  is  so 
ioauspKious  as  a  fat  man,  upon  whose  features  ill-nature 
lias  niarked  an  Imbitual  stamp.  He  seems  to  have  reversed 
thfl  old  proverb  of  "  laugh  and  be  fat,"  and  to  have  thriven 
under  the  influence  of  the  worst  affections  of  the  mind. 
Passionate  we  can  allow  a  jolly  mortal  to  be  ;  but  it  seems 
unnatural  to  his  goodly  case  to  be  sulky  and  brutal.  Now, 
tliB  man's  features,  surly  and  tallow-coloured ;  his  limbs, 
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swelled  and  disproportioned  ;  his  huge  pauBcb  and  on- 
wieldly  carcass,  suggested  the  idea,  that,  having  once 
found  his  way  into  this  central  recess,  he  had  there  bat- 
tened, like  the  weasel  in  the  fable,  and  fed  largely  and 
foully,  until  he  had  become  incapable  of  retreating 
through  any  of  the  narrow,  patlis  that  tenninated  at  his 
cell ;  and  was  thus  compelled  to  remain,  like  a  toad  un- 
der the  cold  stone,  fattening  amid  tiie  squalid  airs  of  the 
dungeons  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  which  would  have 
proved  pestiferous  to  any  other  Uian  such  a  congenial  in- 
habitant. Huge  iron-clasped  books  lay  before  this  omin- 
ous specimen  of  pinguitude — the  records  of  the  realm  of 
misery,  in  which  oflice  he  officiated  as  prime  minister ; 
and  had  Peveril  come  thither  as  an  unconcerned  visiter, 
his  heart  would  have  sunk  within  him  at  considering  the 
mass  of  human  wretchedness  which  must  needs  be  regis- 
tered in  these  fatal  volumes.  But  his  own  distresses  sat 
too  heavy  on  his  miftd  to  permit  any  general  refiectioos 
of  this  nature. 

^  The  constable  and  this  bulky  official  whispered  togeth- 
er, after  the  former  had  delivered  to  the  latter  the  warrant 
of  Julian's  commitment.  The  word  ichhpercd  is  not  quite 
accurate,  for  their  communication  was  carried  on  less  by 
words  tlian  by  looks  and  expressive  signs  ;  by  which,  in 
all  such  situations,  men  learn  to  supply  die  use  of  lan- 
guage, and  to  add  mystery  to  what  is  in  itself  sufficiently 
terrible  to  tlic  captive.  The  only  words  which  could  be 
heard  were  those  of  the  Warden,  or,  as  he  was  called 
then,  the  Captain  of  the  Jail,  "  Another  bird  to  the 
cage  ? " 

"  Who  will  whistle  *  Pretty  Pope  oPRome,'  with  any 
starling  in  your  Knight's  ward,"  answered  the  constable, 
with  a  facetious  air,  checked,  however,  by  the  due  respect 
to  the  su))crior  presence  in  which  he  stood. 

The  Grim  Feature  relaxed  into  something  like  a  smile 
as  he  heard  the  officer's  observation  ;  but  instantlv  com- 
posing  hin)self  into  the  stern  solemnity  which  for  an  in- 
stant had  been  disturbed,  he  looked  fiercely  at  his  new 
guest,  and  pronounced,  with  an  awful  and  emphatici  ya' 
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nther  an  under-voice,  the  single  and  uopreseire  word, 
"  Gamith!" 

Julian  Peveril  replied  with  assumed  composure  ;  for 
be  had  heard  of  tbe  customs  of  such  places,  and  was  re- 
solved to  comply  with  them,  so  as  ir  possible  to  obtain 
the  favour  of  seeing  his  father,  which  lie  shrewdly  guessed 
must  depend  on  his  gratifying  the  avarice  of  the  keeper. 
"  I  am  quite  ready,"  he  said,  "  to  accede  to  the  customs 
of  the  place  in  which  I  unhappily  find  myself.  Yon  have 
but  to  name  your  demands,  and  I  will  satisfy  them." 

So  saying,  he  drew  out  his  purse,  thinking  himself  at 
the  same  time  fortunate  tliat  he  had  retained  about  him  a 
considerable  sum  of  gold.  The  Captain  remarked  its 
iridth,  depth,  its  extension  and  depression,  with  an  invol- 
untary smile,  which  had  scarce  contorted  his  hanging 
under-lip,  and  die  wiry  and  greasy  mustache  which 
thatched  the  upper,  when  it  wbs  checked  by  the  recollec- 
tion that  there  were  regulations  which  set  bounds  to  his 
rapacity,  and  prevented  him  from  pouncing  on  his  prcv 
like  a  kite,  and  swooping  it  all  oS  at  once.  ^ 

Tliis  chilling  reflection  produced  tlie  following  sullen 
reply  to  Peveril : — "  There  were  sundry  rates.  Gentle- 
men must  choose  far  themselves.  He  asked  nothing  but 
bis  fees.    But  civility,"  he  muttered,  "  must  be  paid  for." 

"  And  shall,  if  I  can  have  it  for  payment,"  said  Pev- 
eril ;  *'  but  tlie  price,  my  good  sir,  the  price  ?" 

He  spoke  with  some  degree  of  scorn,  which  he  was 
tbe  less  anxious  to  repress,  that  he  saw,  even  in  tliis  jail, 
bis  purse  gave  him  an  indirect  but  powerful  influence 
over  bis  jailor. 

Tbe  Captain  seemed  to  feel  tlie  same ;  for,  as  he  spoke, 
ha  plucked  from  his  head,  almost  involuntarily,  a  sort  of 
scalded  fur-cap,  which  served  it  for  covering.  But  his 
fingers  revolting  from  so  unusual  an  act  of  complaisance, 
began  to  indemnify  themselves  by  scratching  his  grizzly 
sbock-head,  as  he  muttered,  in  a  tone  resembling  the  soft- 
ened growling  of  a  mastiff,  when  he  has  ceased  to  bay  tlie 
intrader  who  shows  no  fear  of  him,  "  there  are  dificrcnt 
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rates.    There  is  the  Little  Elase,  for  common  fees  of  tbe 

crown-^rather  dark,  and  the  common-sewer  runs  bebw 
it ;  and  some  gentlemen  object  to  the  company,  who  an 
chiefly  padders  and  michers.  Then  the  Master's  side— 
tlie  garnish  came  to  one  piece — and  none  lay  stowed 
there  but  who  were  in  for  murder  at  tlie  least." 

"  Name  your  highest  price,  sir,  and  take  it,"  was  Ju- 
lian's concise  reply. 

'<  Three  pieces  for  the  Knight's  ward,"  answered  tbe 
governor  of  this  terrestrial  Tattarus. 

*<  Take  five,  and  place  me  witli  Sir  Geoflfrey,"  vas 
again  Julian's*  answer,  throwing  down  tbe  money  upon  tiie 
desk  before  him. 

"  Sir  (xeoffrey  ? — Hum  ! — ay,  Sir  Geof&ey,"  said  die 
jailer,  as  if  meditating  what  he  ought  to  do.  '^  Wdl, 
many  a  man  has  paid  money  to  see  Sir  Geoflrey — Scaice 
so  much  as  you  have,  though.  But  then  you  are  like  to 
^ee  the  last  on  him — Ha,  ha,  ha !" 

These  broken  muttered  exclamations,  which  termiaat- 
€b  with  a  laugh  somewiiat  like  the  joyous  growl  of  a  tiger 
over  his  meal,  Julfan  could  not  comprehend  ;  and  oolj 
replied  to,  by  repeating  his  request  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  cell  with  Sir  Geoffrey. 

"  Ay,  master,"  said  the  jailer,  "  never  fear ;  111  keep 
word  with  you,  as  you  seem  to  know  something  of  what 
•belongs  to  your  station  and  mine.  And  hark  ye,  Jem 
Clink  will  fetch  you  tlie  darbies." 

"  Derby  !"  interrupted  Julian, — ^*'  Has  tlie  Earl  or 
Countess " 

'^  Earl  or  Countess ! — Ha,  ha,  ha  !"  again  laughed,  or 
ratlier  growled  the  Warden.  "  What  is  your  head  run- 
ning on  ?  You  are  a  high  fellow,  belike  ;  .but  all  is  one 
here.  The  darbies  are  the  fetlocks — the  fast-keepers, 
my  boy — the  bail  for  good  behaviour,  my  darling  ;  and 
if  you  are  not  the  more  conforming,  1  can  add  you  a 
steel  nightcap,  and  a  curious  bosom-friend,  to  keep  you 
warm  of  a  winter  night.  But  don't  be  disheartened ; 
you  have  behaved  genteel ;  and  you  shall  not  be  put 
upon.  And  as  for  this  hero  matter,  ten  to  one  it  will 
turn  out  chance-medley^  or  manslaughter,  at  the  worst 
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00*1 ;  RDd  then  it  is  but  a  singed  thumb,  inAead  of  a 
iwisted  neck — always  if  there  be  no  Papistry  about  it,  for 
then  I  warrant  nothing.— Take  the  gentlemau's  worship 
awajr,  Clink."  . 

A  turnkey,  who  was  one  of  the  parly  that  had  ushered 
Peveril  into  die  presence  of  this  Cerberus,  now  conveyed 
him  out  in  silence  ;  and,  under  his  guidance,  the  prisoner 
was  carried  through  a  second  labyrinth  of  passages,  with 
cetia  opening  on  each  side,  to  (hat  which  was  destined  for 
bis  reception. 

On  the  road  through  this  sad  region,  the  turnkey  more 
tban  once  ejaculated,  "  Why,  the  gentleman  must  Im 
alark-raad  I  Could  have  had  the  best  crown  cell  to  him- 
■elf  for  less  than  lialf.the  garnish,  and  must  pay  double 
to  pig  in  with  Sir  Geoffrey.  Ha,  ha-! — la  SirGeo&ey 
skin  to  you,  if  one  may  make  free  to  ask  ?" 

'*  I  am  his  son,"  answered  Peveril,  sternly,  in  hopes 
to  impose  some  curb  on  the  fellow's  impertinence  ;  hut 
the  man  only  laughed  louder  than  before. 

"  His  son  ! — Why,  that's  best  of  all — Why,  you  areV 
strapping  youth — five  feet  ten,  if  you  he  an  inch — and 
Sir  Geoffrey's  son — Ha,  ha,  ha  !" 

"  Truce  with  your  impertinence,"  said  Julian.  "  My 
aitualioQ  gives  you  no  title  to  insult  mc." 

"  No  more  I  do,"  said  the  turnkey,  smothering  his 
,  ninh  at  the  recollection,  perhaps,  that  the  prisoner's 
purse  was  not  exhausted.  "  I  only  laughed  because  you 
nid  you  were  Sir  Geoffi-ey's  son.  But  no  matter — 'tis  a 
wiae  child  that  knows  his  own  father.  And  here  Is  Sir 
G«offi«y*s  cell ;  so  you  and  he  may  settle  the  fatherhood 
between  you." 

So  saying,  he  ushered  his  prisoner  into  a  cell,  or  rather 
a  strong  room  of  the  better  order,  in  which  there  were 
four  chairs,  a  truckle-bed,  and  one  or  two  other  article! 
of  furniture. 

Julian  looked  eagerly  around  for  his  father ;  hut  to  his 
mrprise  the  room  appeared  totally  empty.  He  turned 
irith  anger  on  the  turnkey,  and  charged  him  with  mislead- 
ing him  }  but  the  fellow  ansivcred,  "  No,  no,  master ;  I 
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have  kept  faith  with  you.  Tour  father,  if  jroa  call  hin 
so,  is  only  tappiced  in  some  corner.  A  small  hole  wiH 
bide  him  ;  but  I'll  rouse  him  out  presently  for  you.* 
Here,  hoicks  ! — Turn  out  !  Sir  GeoflTrey  ! — Here  is— 
Ha,  ha,  ha  ! — ^your  son-— or  your  wife's  son — ^for  I  dunk 
you  can  have  but  little  share  in  him — come  to  wait  od 
you." 

Peveril  knew  not  how  to  resent  the  man's  insolence ; 
and  indeed  his  anxiety,  and  apprehension  of  some  strange 
Mistake,  mingled  with,  and  in  some  degree  neutraliied, 
bis  anger.  He  looked  again  and  again,  around  tnd 
around  the  room  ;  until  at  length  he  became  aware  of 
something  rolled  up  in  a  dark  comer,  which  rather  resent 
bled  a  small  bundle  of  crimson  cloth  than  any  living  crear 
ture.  At  the  vociferation  of  the  turnkey,  however,  the 
object  seemed  to  acquire  life  and  motion — uncoiled  itself 
in  some  degree,  and,  after  an  effort  or  two,  gained  aa 
erect  posture  ;   still  covered  from  top  to  toe   with  the 

«rfroson  drapery  in  which  it  was  at  first  wrapped.  Ju- 
an, at  the  first  glance,  imagined  from  the  size  that  he 
saw  a  child  of  five  years  old  ;  but  a  shrill  and  peculiv 
tone  of  voice  soon  assured  him  of  his  mistake. 

"  Warder,"  said  this  unearthly  sound,  "  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  disturbance  ?  Have  you  more  insults  to 
heap  on  the  head  of  one  who  hath  ever  been  the  butt  of 
fortune's  malice  ?  But  I  have  a  soul  that  can  wrestle  with 
all  my  misfortunes  ;  it  is  as  large  as  any  of  your  bodies." 

"  Nay,  Sir  Geoffrey,  if  this  be  the  way  you  welcome 
your  own  son  !" — said  the  turnkey  ;  "  but  you  quality 
folks  know  your  own  ways  best." 

''  My  son  !"  exclaimed  the  little  figure.  '*  Auda- 
cious  " 

"  Here  is  some  strange  mistake,"  said  Peveril,  in  the 
same  breath.     "  I  sought  Sir  Geoffrey — " 

"  And  you  have  him  before  you,  young  man,"  said 
the  pigmy  tenant  of  the  cell,  with  an  sur  of  dignity  ;  at  the 
same  time  casting  on  the  floor  his  crimson  cloak,  and  stand- 
ing before  them  in  his  full  dignity  of  three  feet  six  inches 
of  height.     "  1  who  was  tlie  favoured  servant  of  three 
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successive  Sovereigns  of  tlic  Crown  of  England,  am  now 
the  tenant  of  tliis  dungeon,  and  the  sport  of  its  brutal 
keepers.     I  am  Sir  Geofirey  Hudson. " 

Julian,  though  he  had  never  before  seen  this  important 
penonage,  had  no  difUculty  in  recognizing,  from  descrip- 
tion, the  celebrated  dwarf  of  Henrietta  Maria,  who  had 
lurvived  the  dangers  of  civil  war  and  private  quarrel — 
tbe  murder  of  his  royal  master,  Charles  I.,  and  the  exile 
of  bis  widow — to  fall  upon  evil  tongues  and  evil  days, 
•midst  the  unsparing  accusations  connected  witli  tlie  Poifr 
imh  Plot.  He  bowed  to  the  unliappy  old  man,  and 
liutened  to  explain  to  him,  and  to  llie  turnkey,  that  it 
vas  Sir  Geofirey  Peverit,  of  Martindale  Castle  in  Derby- 
ihire,  whose  prison  he  had  desired  to  share. 

"  You  should  have  said  that  before  you  parted  with 
the  gold-dust,  my  master,"  answered  the  turnkey  ;  "  for 
t'other  Sir  Geofirey,  that  is  the  big,  tall,  grey-haired  man, 
vas  sent  to  the  Tower  last  night ;  and  the  Captain  will 
think  he  has  kept  his  word  well  enow  wiili  you,  by  lodg- 
ing you  witb  tliis  here  Sir  GeoSrey  Hudson,  who  is  tM 
better  show  of  the  two." 

**  I  pray  you  go  to  your  master,"  said  PcvenI ;  "  ex- 
plain the  mistake ;  and  say  to  him  I  beg  to  be  sent  to  the 
Tower." 

"  The  Tower ! — Ha,  ha,  ha  !"  exclaimed  the  fellow. 
"  The  Tower  is  for  lords  and  knights,  and  not  for  squires 
of  low  degree — for  high  treason,  and  not  for  ruffling  on 
the  streets  with  rapier  and  dagger  ;  and  (here  must  go  a 
■ecretary's  warrant  to  send  you  there." 

"  At  least,  let  me  not  be  a  burden  on  this  gentleman," 
■aid  Julian.  "  There  can  be  no  use  in  quartering  us  to- 
gether, since  we  are  not  eveu  acquainted.  Go  tell  your 
master  of  the  mistake." 

"  Why,  so  1  should,"  said  Clink,  still  griming,  "  if  I 
were  not  sure  that  he  knew  it  already.  You  paid  to  be 
•ent  to  Sir  Geoffrey,  and  he  sent  you  to  Sir  GeofTrcy 
You  are  so  put  down  in  the  register,  and  he  will  blot 
it  for  no  man.  Come,  come,  be  con  form  able,  and  you 
Bball  have  light  aud  easy  irons — that's  all  I  can  do  for  you." 
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Resistance  and  expostulation  being  out  of  the  questiooy 
Peveril  submitted  to  have  a  light  pair  of  fetters  secured 
on  his  ancles,  which  aUowed  him,  nevertheless,  the  pow- 
er of  traversing  the  apartment. 

During  this  operation,  he  reflected  that  the  jailer,  who 
had  taken  the  advantage  of  the  equivoque  betwixt  the 
two  Sir  Geoffreys,  must  have  acted  as  bis  assistant  had 
hinted,  and  cheated  him  from  malice  prepense,  since  the 
warrant  of  committal  described  him  as  the  soo  of  Sir 
^eofiirey  Peveril.  It  was  therefore  in  vain,  as  well  as 
degrading,  to  make  farther  application  to  such  a  man  oo 
the  subject.  Julian  determined  to  submit  to  his  fate,  as 
what  could  not  be  averted  by  any  efibrt  of  his  own. 

Even  the  turnkey  was  moved  in  some  degree  by  bis 
youth,  good  mien,  and  the  patience  with  which,  after  the 
first  effervescence  of  disappointment,  the  new  prisooer 
resigned  himself  to  his  situation.  ^<  You  seem  a  brave 
young  gentleman,"  he  said,  '^  and  shall  at  least  hare  a 

§ood  dinner,  and  as  good  a  pallet  to  sleep  on,  as  is  withia 
le  walls  of  Newgate. — And,  Master  Sir  Geofirey,  you 
ought  to  make  much  of  him,  since  you  do  not  like  tail 
fellows  ;  for  I  can  tell  you  that  Master  Peveril  is  in  for 
pinking  long  Jack  Jenkins,  that  was  the  Master  of  Defence 
— as  tall  a  man  as  is  in  London,  always  excepting  the 
King's  Porter,  Master  Evans,  that  carried  you  about  in  bis 
pocket,  Sir  Geoffrey,  as  all  the  world  has  heard  tell." 

"  Begone,  fellow  !"  answered  the  dwarf.  "  FeUoir, 
I  scorn  you  !" 

The  turnkey  sneered,  withdrew,  and  locked  the  door 
behind  him. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


Latt  quiet  at  least,  if  not  alone,  for  the  first  time  a(^ 
ter  the  events  of  tliis  troubled  and  varied  day,  Julian 
threw  himself  on  an  old  oaken  seat,  beside  the  embers 
of  a  sea-coal  &re,  and  began  to  muse  on  the  miserable 
situation  of  anxiety  and  danger  in  which  be  was  placed  ; 
where,  whether  he  contemplated  the  interests  of  bis  love, 
his  family  affections,  or  his  friendships,  nil  seemed  such  a 
prospect  as  that  of  a  sailor  who  looks  upon  breakers  on 
every  hand,  from  the  deck  of  a  vessel  which  do  longer 
oheys  the  helm. 

Aa  Peveril  sat  sunk  in  despondency.  Ins  companion  tn 
inisf<»tune  drew  a  chair  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  chim- 
ney-corner,  and  began  to  gaze  at  him  with  a  sort  of  sol- 
emn earnestness,  which  at  length  compelled  Irim,  iliough 
almost  in  spile  of  himself,  to  pay  some  attention  to  the 
singular  figure  who  seemed  so  much  engrossed  with  con- 
templating him. 

Geofir^  Hudson,  (we  drop  occasionally  the  title  of 
koigbtbood,  wbich  the  King  had  bestowed  on  him  in  a 
frolic,  but  which  might  introduce  some  confusion  into  our 
bistoiy,)  although  a  dwarf  of  the  least  possible  size,  bad 
nothing  positively  ugly  in  his  countenance,  or  actually 
distorted  in  his  limbs.  His  bead,  hands,  and  feel,  were 
indeed  large,  and  disproportioned  to  the  height  of  Ins 
body,  and  his  body  itself  much  thicker  ihaif  was  consis- 
tent with  symmetry,  but  in  a  degree  which  was  ratlicr 
ludicrous  than  disagreeable  to  look  upon.  His  counte- 
nance, in  particular,  had  he  been  a  little  taller,  would 
have  been  accounted,  in  yuiilh,  handsome,  and  now,  in 
age,  striking  and  exprcsuve  ;  it  tvus  but  tlie  uncommon 
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disproportion  betwixt  the  head  and  the  trunk  which  made 
the  features  seem  whimsical  and  bizarre — ao  effect  which 
was  considerably  increased  by  the  dwarfs  mustacheSf 
which  it  was  his  pleasure  to  wear  so  large,  that  they  al- 
most twisted  back  amongst,  and  mingled  witli,  hb  griz- 
zled hair. 

The  dress  of  this  singular  wight  announced  that  he 
was  not  entirely  free  from  the  unhappy  taste  which  fre- 
quently induces  those  whom  nature  has  marked  by  per^ 
%3nal  deformity,  to  distinguish,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
render  themselves  ridiculous,  by  tlie  use  of  showy  col- 
ours, and  garments  fantastically  and  extraordinarily  fasl- 
loned.     But  poor  Geoffrey  Hudson's  laces,  embroideries^ 
and  the  rest  of  his  (inery,  were  sorely  worn  and  taroisbed 
by  the  time  which  he  had  spent  in  jail,  under  the  vague 
and  malicious  accusation  that  he  was  somehow  or  other 
an  accomplice  in  this  all-involving,  all-devouring  whiripool 
of  a  Popish  conspiracy — an  impeachment  which,  if  pro- 
nounced by  a  mouth  the  foulest  and  most  malicious,  was 
at  that  time  sufhcicntly  predominant  to  sully   the  fairest 
reputation.      It  will  presently  appear,  that  in  tlic  poor 
man's  manner  of  thinking,  and  tone  of  conversation,  there 
was  something  analogous  to  his  absurd  fashion  of  appar- 
el ;  for,  as  in  the  laUcr,  good  stuff  and  valuable  decora- 
tions were  rendered  ludicrous  by  the  fantastic  fashion  in 
which  they  were  made  up  ;  so,  such  glimmerings  of  good 
sense  and  honourable  feeling  as  the  little  man  often  evinc- 
ed, were  made  ridiculous  by  a  restless  desire  to  assume 
certain  airs  of  importance  ;  and  a  great  jealousy  of  being 
despised,  on  account  of  the  peculiarity  of  his  outward 
form. 

After  the  fellow-prisoners  had  looked  at  each  other  for 
some  time  in  silence,  the  dwarf,  conscious  of  his  dignity 
as  first  ownbr  of  their  joint  apartment,  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  do  the  honours  of  it  to  the  new-comer.  "  Sir,** 
he  said,  inodlfving  the  alternate  harsh  and  squeaking  tones 
of  his  voice  into  accents  as  harmonious  as  they  could 
aitain,  "  I  und  crista  nil  you  to  he  the  son  of  mv  worthy 
namesake,  and  auL-icni  uctjuaintaiice,  the  ttout  Sir  Geof- 
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frey  Pereril  of  the  Peak.  I  promiso  ]^oi],  I  bare  seen 
your  father  wl)ere  blows  have  been  going  more  plenty 
than  gold  pieces  ;  and  for  a  tall  lieavj-  man,  who  lacked, 
as  we  mariialisis  thouglit,  some  of  the  lightness  and  ac- 
tivity of  our  more  slightly  made  Cavaliers,  he  performed 
his  duty  as  a  man  might  desire.  I  am  hajipy  to  see  you, 
his  son  ;  and,  though  hy  a  mistake,  1  am  glad  we  are  to 
sbsre  this  comfortless  cabin  together." 

Jul-an  bowed  and  thanked  his  courtesy  ;  and  GeotTrcy 
Hudson,  having  broken  the  ice,  proceeded  to  tjueslioil 
■  him  witliout  farther  ceremony.       "  You  are  no  courtier, 
I  presume,  young  gentleman  ?" 
■  Julian  replied  in  the  negative. 

"  I  tlioiiglil  so,"  continued  the  dwarf ;  "  for  although 
I  have  now  no  otScial  duty  at  Court,  the  region  in  which 
my  early  years  were  spent,  and  where  I  once  held  a  con- 
siderable office,  yet  I  still,  when  1  had  my  liberty,  visited 
the  Presence  from  time  to  time,  as  in  duty  bound  for 
foriaer  service  ;  and  am  wont,  from  old  habit,  to  take 
some  note  of  the  courdy  gallants,  tliose  choice  spirits  of 
the  age,  among  whom  I  was  once  enrolled .  You  arc,  not 
to  compliment  you,  a  marked  figure.  Master  Peveril— 
though  something  of  the  tallest,  as  was  your  father's  case ; 
1  think  1  could  scarce  have  seen  you  anywhere  without 
remembering  you." 

Peveril  thought  he  might,  with  great  justice,  liave  re- 
turned the  compliment,  but  contented  hJmsclf  with  saying, 
"  he  had  scarce  seen  the  British  Court." 

"  'Tis  priy,"  said  Hudson  ;  "  a  gallant  can  hardly  be 
formed  without  frequenting  it.  But  you  have  been  per- 
haps in  a  rougher  school ;  you  have  served,  doubtless  ?" 

"  My  Maker,  1  hope,"  said  Julian. 

"  Fie  on  it,  you  mistake.  I  meant,"  said  Hudson, 
"  a  la  Frnnfoitc, — you  have  served  in  the  army  ?" 

"  No.  I  have  not  yet  had  that  honour,"  answered  Julian. 

"  What !  neither  courtier  nor  soldier,  blaster  Peveril  ?" 
said  the  important  little  luan  :  "  Your  futher  is  to  blame. 
By  cwifc  and    pie,  he  is,  .Master  Peveril  !     ilow  shall  a 
i;i     vot.  II. 
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man  be  known,  or  distinguished,  unless  by  his  bearing  io 

reace  and  war  ?  1  tell  you,  sir,  that  at  Newberry,  where 
charged  with  my  troop  abreast  with  Prince  Rupert,  and 
when,  as  you  may  have  heard,  we  were  both  beaten  off 
by  those  cuckoldy  hinds  the  Trained  Bands  of  London, 
— we  did  whiit  men  could  ;  and  I  Uiink  it  was  a  matter 
of  three  or  four  minutes  after  most  of  our  gentlemen  had 
been  driven  off,  that  his  Highness  and  I  continued  to  cot 
at  tlieir  long  pikes  with  our  swords  ;  and  I  think  roiglit 
have  broken  in,  but  that  I  had  a  tall,  long-legged  brute  of 
a  horse,  and  my  sword  was  somewhat  short, — ^in  fine,  at 
last  wc  were  obliged  to  make  volte-face,  and  then,  as  I 
was  going  to  say,  the  fellows  were  so  glad  to  get  rid  of 
us,  that  they  set  up  a  great  jubilee  cry  of  *  There  goes 
Prince  Robin  and  Cock  Robin  !' — ^Ay,  ay,  every  scoua- 
drel  among  them  knew  me  well.  But  those  days  are  over. 
— And  where  were  you  educated,  young  gentleman  ?" 

Pevcril  named  the  household  of  the  Countess  of  Derby. 

"  A  most  honourable  lady,  upon  my  word  as  a  gentle- 
man," said  Hudson.  ''  I  knew  the  noble  Countess  well, 
when  1  was  about  the  person  of  my  royal  mistress,  Hen- 
rietta Maria.  She  was  then  the  very  muster  of  all  that 
was  noble,  loyal,  and  lovely.  She  was,  indeed,  one  of 
the  fifteen  fair  ones  of  tiie  Court,  whom  I  permitted  to 
call  me  Piccoluoaiini  ;  a  foolish  jost  on  my  somewhat 
diminutive  figure,  which  always  distiiic;uished  ine  from 
ordinary  beings,  even  when  1  was  young — 1  have  now 
lost  much  stature  by  sloopinc:  ;'  but,  always  the  ladies 
had  their  jest  at  nic. — Perhaps,  young  man,  1  had  my  own 
amends  of  some  of  them  somewhere,  and  somehow  or 
other — I  say  uothinji;  if  1  had  or  no  ;  far  less  do  I  insinuate 
disrespect  to  rhe  noble  Countess.  She  was  daughter  of 
the  Due  de  la  Tremouille,  or,  luore  correctly,  Des 
Thounrs.  But  certainly  to  serve  the  ladies,  and  comle- 
scend  to  their  humours,  even  when  somewhat  too  free, 
or  too  fantastic,  is  ilie  true  decorum  of  i;eiilli^  blood.'* 

Depressed  as  his  spirits  were,  Peveril  could  scaix'o  for- 
bear sinilin;^  when  he  looked  ai  the  pij;my  creature,  \iho 
told  these  stories  with  infinite  complacency,  ami  appear- 
mJ  dis)K>sed  to  pioclaim.  as  his  own  herald,  that  lie  had 
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been  a  very  inoilel  of  valour  and  gallantr}',  though  love 
■n<I  nmis  seemvd  lo  he  pursuits  totally  irreconcilable  to 
liU  stirivellcd,  ncathci'beaten  countenance,  and  wast- 
ed limbs.  Julian  was,  liowcvcr,  so  careful  to  avoid  giving 
Iiis  companion  pn'rn,  that  lie  endeavoured  to  humour  him, 
by  snying,  Uiat,  "  iin<jiicsiionahly,  one  bred  up,  like  Sir 
Geoffrey  Hudson,  in  courts  and  camps,  knew  exactly 
when  lo  suffer  jicrsonal  freedoms,  and  wlioii  to  control 
lliem." 

The  little  Knight,  tvilli  great  vivacity,  though  with  some 
didiculty,  began  to  drag  his  scat  from  the  side  of  the  fire 
opposite  to  that  where  Julian  was  seated,  and  at  length 
succeeded  in  bringing  it  near  him,  in  token  of  increasing 
cordiality. 

"  You  say  well,  Master  Poveril,"  suid  the  dwarf ;  "  and 
I  have  given  proofs  both  of  bearing  and  forbearing. — Yes, 
sir,  there  was  not  that  thiitg  which  my  most  royal  mistress, 
Henrietta  Marts,  could  Tiave  required  of  me,  that  1  would 
not  have  complied  widi,  sir  ;  1  was  her  sworn  servant, 
boUi  in  war  and  !n  festival,  in  badic  and  pageant,  sir.  At 
lier  Majesty's  particular  request,  I  once  condescended  to 
become — ladies,  you  know,  hove  strange  fancies — to  be- 
come the  tenant,  for  a  time,  of  the  interior  of  a  pie." 

"  Of  a  pie  !"  said  Julian,  somewhat  amazed. 

"  Yes,  sir,  of  n  pie.  1  hope  you  find  noUiing  risible  in 
my  complaisance  ?"  replied  bis  companion,  something 
jetloiisty. 

"  Not  I,  sir,"  said  Peveril  ;  "  I  have  other  matters 
than  laughter  in  luy  head  at  present." 

'"  So  had  1,"  said  the  dwarfish  champion,  "  when  I 
found  myself  imprisoned  in  a  huge  platter,  of  no  ordinary 
dimensions  you  may  be  assured,  since  1  could  lie  at  length 
In  it,  and  wlien  1  was  entombed,  as  it  were,  in  walls  of 
standing  crust,  and  a  huge  cover  of  pastry,  the  whole  con- 
stituting a  sort  of  sarcophagus,  of  size  enough  to  have 
recorded  the  epitaph  of  a  ^enei-nl  oflicer  or  an  archbishop 
on  the  lid.  Sir.  notwithstanding  the  conveniences  which 
were  made  to  give  nie  air,  it  was  more  like  being  buried 
alive  tlian  aught  else  wliirli  I  could  tliink  of  ?""> 

"  I  conceive  it,"  said  Julian. 
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<'  Moreover,  sir,"  continued  the  dwarf,  "  there  woe 
few  in  the  secret,  which  was  contrived  for  the  Queea^i 
divertisement ;  for  advancing  of  which  I  would  have  crept 
into  a  filbert  nut,  had  it  been  possible ;  and  few,  as  I  said, 
being  private  in  the  scheme,  there  was  a  risk  of  accideois. 
I  doubted,  while  in  my  darksome  abode,  whether  some 
awkward  attendant  might  not  have  let  me  fall,  as  I  hxve 
seen  happen  to  a  venison  pasty  ;  or  whether  some  hun- 
gry guest  might  not  anticipate  the  moment  of  my  resur* 
rection,  by  sticking  his  knife  into  my  upper  crust.  And 
tiiough  I  had  my  weapons  about  me,  young  man,  as  has 
been  my  custom  in  every  case  of  peril,  yet,  if  such  a  rash 
person  had  plunged  deep  into  the  bowels  of  the  supposed 
pasty,  my  sword  and  dagger  could  barely  have  served  me 
to  avenge,  assuredly  not  to  prevent,  either  of  these  catas- 
trophes. 

''  Certainly  I  do  so  understand  it,"  said  Julian,  who 
began,  however,  to  feci  that  the  conipany  of  little  Hudsoo, 
talkative  as  he  showed  himself,  was  likely  rather  to  a^r> 
vatc  than  to  alleviate  the  inconveniences  of  a  prison. 

''  Nay,"  continued  the  littie  man,  enlarging  on  his  for- 
mer topic,  "  I  had  other  subjects  of  apprehension  ;  for  it 
pleased  my  Lord  of  Buckingham,  his  Grace's  father  who 
now  bears  tiie  titie  in  his  plentitudo  of  Court  favour,  to 
command  the  pasty  to  be  carried  down  to  the  office,  and 
committed  anew  to  the  oven,  alleging  preposterously  that 
it  was  better  to  be  eaten  warm  than  cold." 

"  And  did  this,  sir,  not  disturb  your  equanimity  ?"  said 
Julian. 

"  jMy  young  friend,"  said  Geoffrey  Hudson,  "  I  can- 
not deny  it. — Nature  will  claim  her  rights  from  the  best 
and  boldest  of  us.  I  thought  of  Nebuchadnezzar  and 
his  fiery  furnace  ;  and  I  waxed  warm  with  apprehension. 
But,  I  thank  Heaven,  I  also  thought  of  my  sworn  duty  to 
my  royal  mistress ;  and  was  thereby  obliged  and  enabled  to 
resist  all  temptations  to  make  myself  prematurely  known. 
Nevertheless,  the  Duke — if  of  malice,  may  Heaven  forgive 
him — followed  down  into  the  office  himself,  and  urged  the 
roaster-cook  very  hard  Uiat  the  Dasty  should  be  heated. 


««re  it  bat  for  fire  miautes.  But  (be  nnsur^ook,  bme 
privy  to  the  my  difierent  btenlioiM  of  tar  ran]  impress, 
did  most  mflnrully  resist  the  order  ;  and  I  wxs  ntm  k- 
conveyed  in  safety  to  tbe  royal  table." 

"  Aod  in  due  lime  liberated  from  your  coo&Kcietx.  I 
doubt  not  ?"  said  Pevcril. 

"  Yes,  sir  ;  that  liappy,  and  I  may  say  ^<ifncf  mo- 
ment, at  lergih  arrii'ed,"  continued  the  dwsrf.  "  The 
upper  crust  was  removed — I  starteH  up  to  lb*  sO'.Tti  of 
trumpet  and  clarinn,  like  ihe  soul  of  a  trarrrir  wbn  tbe 
last  summons  shall  sound— or  raibc-r,  (if  th^i  <irii>  be 
orer  audacious,)  like  a  Epcll-bo<i»d  cbinpJM  reii^Twii 
from  liis  enchanted  state.  It  vas  then  that,  vrJi  my  brjz'i- 
Icr  on  ray  arm,  and  my  trusty  bilbca  in  my  Izad.  i  «i*- 
cuted  a  sort  of  warlike  dance,  m  which  my  sitV^  irA  izi.'.'T 
then  rendered  me  pre-eminent,  di-pUyinc,  at  li^e  ia:ns 
time,  my  postures,  both  of  defence  and  ofisnce,  i-.  i  :^i.o- 
ner  so  totally  immitahlc,  ihai  1  was  almon  deaft^^'i  »iii. 
the  applause  of  all  arnund  me,  and  bail-drowncd  l~  t^ 
scented  waters  with  which  the  ladies  of  the  Cv:r.  •'.•:'.  -rw 
tne  from  their  casiing-boiiles.  I  had  amends  of  h.:<  Gnce 
of  BucLingliam  also  ;  for  as  I  tripped  a  hiity  rii>rr>.'? 
Iiillicr  aad  tlirtlicr  upon  llie  dininz-i^Lle,  tsiTI  r,ZAr.:.z  rr.y 
blade,  noiv  recovering  it,  I  made  a  ti'ow  tt  U^  Uj^.—^ 
sort  of  estraina^oii — iltc  dexieriiy  of  nliich  vr.y.'!i.\  :.-• 
coming  mighty  near  to  the  object  you  focra  to  a::.-;  5:. ;.« 
not  atiainint;  it.  Vou  may  have  sttn  i  bsrb-jr  c.ik':  ■;  .•::t 
n  flourish  with  his  razor.  I  proial-e  you  his  ijnr-  -■•r.'ij 
back  aliaif-ynrd  ai  least.  He  ua-  ]>\fi^:-l  Ci  ihiini'.:.'', 
brain  me  with  a  chicken-hone,  as  he  diid^infuily  i:x-  n  t>- 
ed  il  ;  but  the  King  said,  '  Georse,  you  have  but  3  Hr/m- 
laud  for  an  Ulivcr.'  And  so  I  irijipcd  on,  ^liimii.z  a  :y>!-: 
Iieedlessncss  of  his  displeasure,  wliicli  few  dared  to  hv. 
done  at  that  time,  alhtit  countenanced  1 1  liic  urir.',!'.  ■  '-:*: 
lao  by  the  smiles  of  die  bravt'  and  the-  fair.  H-A,9i:..-k- 
day  '.  Sir,  youth,  its  fashion:,  its  tulh'^H,  its  froiii  ■-,  wl  a,i 
its  pomp  and  pride,  are  33  idU;  and  (riiuiiir.Ty  i'^  ih';  '.Tack- 
ling of  ihonis  under  ii  [••.i." 
13*     VOL.   11. 
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"  The  flower  that  is  cast  into  the  oven  were  a  better 
simile,"  thought  Peveril.  *'  Good  God,  that  a  man  should 
live  to  regret  not  being  young  enough  to  be  still  treated  is 
baked  meat,  and  served  up  in  a  pie  !" 

His  companion,  whose  tongue  had  for  many  days  been 
as  closely  imprisoned  as  his  person,  seemed  resolved  to 
indemnify  his  loquacity,  by  continuing  to  indulge  it  on  the 
present  occasion  at  his  companion's  expense.  He  pro- 
ceeded, therefore,  in  a  solemn  tone,  to  moralize  on  tbe 
adventure  which  he  had  narrated. 

"  Young  men  will  no  doubt  think  one  to  be  envied,"  be 
said,  '<  who  was  thus  enabled  to  be  the  darling  and  admira- 
tion of  the  Court — (Julian  internally  stood  self-exculpated 
from  the  suspicion) — and  yet  it  is  better  to  possess  fewer 
means  of  distinction,  and  remain  free  from  the  backbiting, 
the  slander,  and  the  odium,  which  are  always  the  share  of 
Court  favour.  Men  who  had  no  other  cause,  cast  reflections 
upon  nie  because  my  size  varied  somewhat  from  the  com- 
mon proportion  ;  and  jests  were  sometimes  unthinkinsk 
passed  upon  me  by  those  I  was  bound  to,  who  did  not  in 
that  case,  peradvenlure,  sufficiently  consider  that  the  wren 
is  made  by  the  same  hand  which  formed  the  bustard,  and 
that  the  diamond,  though  small  in  size,  out-values  ten 
thousand-fold  tiic  rude  granite.  Nevertheless,  they  pro- 
ceeded in  the  vein  of  humour ;  and  as  I  could  not  in  duty  or 
gratitude  retort  upon  nobles  and  princes,  I  was  compelled  to 
cast  about  in  my  mind  how  to  vindicate  my  honour  towards 
those,  who,  being  in  the  same  rank  with  myself  as  servants 
and  courtiers,  nevertheless  bore  themselves  towards  me 
as  if  they  were  of  a  superior  class  in  the  rank  of  honour, 
as^'well  as  in  the  accidental  circumstance  of  stature. 
And  as  a  lesson  to  my  own  pride,  and  that  of  others,  it  so 
happened,  that  the  pageant  which  I  have  but  just  narrated 
—  which  I  justly  reckon  the  most  honourable  moment  of 
my  life,  excepting  perhaps  my  distinguished  share  in  the 
battle  of  Round-way-down — became  the  cause  of  a  most 
tragic  event,  in  which  I  acknowledge  the  greatest  misfor- 
tune of  my  existence." 
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The  dwarf  here  pmsed,  fetched  a  a^,  big  at  once 
with  regret  and  with  the  importance  becoming  the  subject 
of  .a  tragic  history  ;  tlien  proceeded  as  follows  : — 

"  You  would  have  thought  in  your  simplicity,  young 
gmtleman,  that  the  prelty  pageant  1  have  mentioiied  could 
only  hare  been  quoted  to  my  advantage,  as  a  rare  mask- 
ing frolic,  prettily  devised,  and  not  less  deftly  executed  ; 
■nd  yet  the  malice  of  the  courtiers,  who  maligned  and  en- 
vied me,  made  ihem  strain  their  wit,  and  exhaust  their 
ingenuity,  in  putting  false  and  ridiculous  constructions 
upon  It.-  In  siiort,  my  ears  were  so  much  offended  with 
allusions  to  pies,  puff-paste,  ovens,  and  ibe  like,  that  I  was 
compelled  to  prohibit  such  subject  of  mirtb,  under  pen- 
alty of  my  instant  and  severe  displeasure.  Bui  it  happ'd 
there  was  then  a  gallant  about  the  Court,  a  man  of  good 
quality,  sou  to  a  knight  baronet,  and  in  high  esteem  with 
the  best  b  that  sphere,  also  a  familiar  friend  of  mine  own, 
from  whom,  therefore,  I  had  do  reason  to  expect  any  of 
that  species  of  gibing  which  I  had  intimated  my  purpose  to 
treat  as  offensive.  Howbeit,  it  pleased  the  honourable  Mr. 
Crofb,  so  was  this  youth  called  and  dcsJfnied,  one  night, 
M  the  Groom  Porter's,  Ijein^  full  of  wine  and  waggery, 
to  introduce  this  threadbare  subject,  and  to  say  something 
concerning  a  goose-pie,  which  I  could  not  hut  consider  as 
levelled  at  me.  Nevertheless,  I  did  but  calmly  and  sol- 
idly pray  him  to  cliooae  a  different  subject ;  fujjing  which, 
I  let  him  know  I  should  be  sudden  in  my  resentment. 
Notwithstanding,  lie  continued  in  the  some  tone,  and  ei'cn 
aggravated  the  offence,  by  speaking  of  a  tom-tit,  and  other 
onnecesstisry  and  obnoxious  comparisons  ;  whereupon  I 
was  compelled  to  send  him  n  cartel,  and  we  met  acconl- 
ingly.  Now,  as  I  really  loved  the  youth,  it  was  my  in- 
tention only  to  correct  him  by  a  tlesli  wound  or  two  ;  and  I 
ivould  willingly  itiat  he  had  named  the  sword  for  his  wea- 
pon. Nevenhelcss,  he  made  pistols  his  election  ;  and 
being  on  horseback,  he  produced,  by  way  of  his  own 
weapon,  a  foolish  engine  vvliicli  children  are  wont,  in  their 
n^ery,  to  use  for  spouting  water ;  n — a — in  short  I  for- 
get the  name." 
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**  A  squirt,  doubtless,"  said  Pereril,  who  began  ID  re- 
collect having  heard  somethiog  of  this  adventure. 

'^  You  are  right,"  said  the  dwarf ;  **  you  have  indeed 
the  name  of  the  little  engine,  of\vhich  I  have  had  expe- ' 
rience  in  pas2:>ing  the  yards  at  Westminster .-^Well,  sir, 
this  token  of  slight  regard  compelled  me  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman such  language,  as  soon  rendered  it  necessary  for 
him  to  take  more  serious  arms.  We  fought  on  horseback 
— breaking  ground,  and  advancing  by  signal  ;  and,  as  1 
never  miss  aim,  I  had  tl)e  misadventure  to  kill  the  Hon- 
ourable Master  Crofts  at  the  first  shot.  I  would  not  wish 
my  worst  foe  the  pain  which  I  felt,  when  I  saw  him  red 
on  his  saddle,  and  so  fall  down  to  the  earth  ! — and,  wbeo 
1  perceived  that  the  life-blood  was  pouring  fast,  I  couU 
not  but  wish  to  Heaven  that  it  had  been  my  own  instead 
of  his.  Thus  fell  youth,  hopes,  and  bravery,  a  sacriBce 
to  a  silly  and  thoughtless  jest ;  yet,  alas !  wherein  had  I 
choice,  seeing  that  honour  is,  as  it  were,  the  very  breath 
in  our  nostrils  ;  and  that  in  no  sense  can  wc  be  said  to 
live,  if  wc  permit  ourselves  to  be  deprived  of  it?" 

The  tone  of  fceliiiH;  in  which  the  dwarGsh  hero  conclud- 
ed his  story,  j;avc  Julian  a  better  opinion  of  his  heart,  and 
even  of  liis  uiulerstandini;,  than  he  had  been  able  to  form 
of  one  who  gloried  in  having,  upon  a  grand  occasion,  form- 
ed the  conientsofapasty.  lie  was  indeed  enabled  to  con- 
jecture t!iat  the  little  champion  was  seduced  into  such 
exhibitions,  by  the  necessity  attached  to  his  condition, 
by  his  own  vanity,  and  by  the  llailery  bestowed  on  him 
by  those  who  sought  pleasure  in  practical  jokes.  The 
fate  of  the  unlucky  [Master  Crofts,  however,  as  well  as 
various  exploits  of  this  diujiuuiive  person  during  the  Civil 
Wars,  in  which  he  actually,  and  with  great  gallantry,  com- 
manded a  troop  of  horse,  rendered  most  men  cautious  of 
openly  rallying  him  ;  which  was  indeed  the  less  nccessa- 
sary,  as,  when  left  alone,  he  selilom  failed  voluntarily  to 
show  himself  on  the  ludicrous  side. 

At  one  hour  after  noon,  the  turiikev,  true  to  lus  word, 
supplied  the  prisoners  with  a  \ ery  t<)lLrablc  dinner,  and  a 
fln-k   f'f  U(ll-/lav'.nue«J.  tl!OMi:h   li.,!it    claret  ;  which  tiic 
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vid  man,  who  was  somciliing  or  a  bon-vivant,  r^rctled  to 
observe,  was  nearly  as  cliininuiive  as  bimsclf.  The  even- 
ing also  passed  awu^,  but  not  witliout  conlinucd  syniplonis 
of  garrulity  on  the  part  of  Geo0roy  Hudson. 

It  is  true  these  were  of  a  graver  character  than  he  had 
tutfaerto  exhibited,  for  when  the  Sask  was  empty,  he  re- 
peated a  long  Latin  prayer.  But  the  religions  act  io 
which  he  had  been  engaged,  only  gave  his  discourse  a 
more  serious  turn  than  belonged  to  his  former  theioes,  of 
w&Tt  lady's  lore,  and  courtly  splendour. 

The  htlle  Knight  harangued,  at  first,  on  polemical  points 
of  divinity,  and  diverged  from  this  iliorny  path,  ioto  the 
neighbouring  and  twilight  walk  of  mysticism.  He  talked 
of  secret  warnings — of  the  predictions  of  sod-eyed  proph- 
ets—of the  visits  of  monitory  spirits — and  the  Rosycru- 
cian  secrets  of  tlie  Cabala  ;  all  which  topics  he  treated 
of  with  such  apparent  conviction,  nay,  with  so  many  ap- 
peals to  personal  experience,  that  one  would  have  sup- 
posed him  ameinberofllie  fraternity  of  gnomes,  or  fairies, 
whom  he  resembled  so  much  in  point  of  size. 

in  short,  be  persevered  for  a  stricken  hour  in  such  a 
torrent  of  uoneccssary  tattle,  as  determined  Peveril,  at 
all  events,  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  separate  lodging. 
HaT\ng  repeated  his  evening  prayers  in  I^lin,  as  former- 
ly, (for  the  old  gentleman  was  a  Catholic,  which  was  the 
■(de  cause  of  hb  falling  under  suspicion,}  he  set  off  on 
•  new  score,  as  they  were  undressing  ;  and  continued  to 
prattle,  until  he  had  fairly  talked  both  himself  and  his 
companion  to  sleep. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

or  aiiy  Mpguet  thai  lyllable  mm'i  Dwno. 

Julian  had  fallen  asleep,  with  his  brain  rallicr  filled 
with  bis  own  sad  reflectioos.  tlian  wiili  the  mystical  lore 
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of  tlic  little  Knip;bt  ;  and  yet  it  seemed  as  if  ia  rbis  vis- 
ions the  latter  had  been  more  present  to  his  mind  than  the 
former. 

He  dreamed  of  gliding  spirits,  gibbering  pbantoiDs» 
bloody  hands,  uhich,  dimly  seen  by  twilight^  seemed  to 
beckon  him  forward  like  errant-knight  on  sad  adventure 
bound.  More  than  once  he  started  from  liis  sleep,  so 
lively  was  the  uifluence  of  these  visions  on  his  irnagim- 
tion  ;  and  he  always  awaked  under  the  impressioo  thtt 
some  one  stood  by  his  bed-side.  The  chillness  of  hn 
ancles,  the  weight  and  clatter  of  the  fetters,  as  be  turned 
himself  on  his  pallet,  reminded  him  on  these  occasioas 
where  he  was,  and  under  what  circumstances.  The  ex- 
tremity to  which  he  saw  all  that  was  dear  to  him  at  preseot 
reduced,  struck  a  deeper  cold  on  his  heart  than  the  iroo 
upon  his  limbs  ;  nor  could  he  compose  himself  again  to 
rest  without  a  mental  prayer  to  Heaven  for  protection. 
But  when  he  had  been  for  a  third  time  awakened  from 
repose  by  these  thick-stirring  fancies,  his  distress  of  mind 
vented  itself  in  speech,  and  he  was  unable  to  suppress 
the  almost  despairing  ejaculation,  "  God  have  mercy  up- 
on us  !" 

''  Amen  !"  answered  a  voice  as  sweet  and  *  soft  as 
honey  dew,'  which  sounded  as  if  the  words  were  spoken 
close  by  his  bed-side. 

The  natural  inference  was,  that  Geoffrey  Hudson,  Lis 
companion  in  calamity,  had  echoed  the  prayer  which  was 
so  proper  to  tlie  situation  of  both.  But  the  tone  of  voice 
was  so  different  from  the  harsh  and  dissonant  sounds  of 
the  dwarfs  enunciation,  that  Pcveril  was  impressed  with 
the  certainty  it  could  not  proceed  from  Hudson.  He 
was  struck  with  involuntary  terror,  for  which  he  could 
give  no  sufficient  reason  ;  and  it  was  not  without  an  effort 
that  he  was  able  to  utter  the  question,  "  Sir  Geoffrey, 
did  you  speak  ?" 

No  answer  was  returned.  He  repeated  the  question 
louder  ;  and  the  same  silver-toned  voice,  which  had  for- 
merly said  "  Jlmen^^  to  his  prayers,  answered  to  his  in- 
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tem^twy,  "  Your  companioii  will  dM  awake  nliiie  I 
am  here." 

"  And  who  are  you  ? — What  seek  you  ? — How  came 
you  into  this  place }"  said  Pcveril,  huddling,  eagerlj', 
question  upon  question. 

"  I  am  a  wretched  being,  but  one  who  loves  you  nrcll. 
—I  come  for  your  good. — Concern  yourself  no  farther." 

It  iMW  rushed  on  Juliao's  mind,  that  he  had  heard  of 
penons  possessed  of  Uie  wonderful  talent  of  counlerfeit- 
mg  sounds  to  such  accuracy,  that  they  could  impose  on 
their  hearers  the  belief  lliat  they  proceeded  from  a  point 
of  the  apartment  entirely  ojtposite  to  that  which  (lie  real 
speaker  occupied.  Pcrsuiulcd  that  tie  had  now  gained 
the  depth  of  the  inyslerj',  he  replied,  "  Tills  IriHing,  Sir 
Geofirey,  is  unseasonable.  S:iy  what  you  have  to  say 
in  your  own  voice  and  mnnner.  Tliesc  apish  pleasant- 
ries do  not  become  midnight  in  a  Newgate  dungeon." 

"  But  the  being  who  speaks  wiih  you,"  answered  the 
vcncc,  "  is  fitted  for  llio  darkest  hour,  and  (he  most  mel- 
ancholy  haunts." 

Impatient  of  suspense,  and  determined  to  satisfy  his 
curiosity,  Julian  jumped  at  once  from  his  pallet,  hoping 
to  secure  the  speaker,  whose  voice  iiulicated  he  was  so 
near.  Dot  he  sllogelher  failed  in  his  utleiiipi,  and  grasp- 
ed nothing  save  ihin  air. 

For  a  turn  or  two,  Fcvcril  shuffled  at  random  about 
tbe  room,  with  his  anns  extended  ;  and  then  at  last  re- 
collected, that  with  ilic  impediment  of  his  shackles,  and  the 
noise  which  necessarily  accompanied  his  motions,  and 
annouiKed  where  he  was,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  lay  hands  on  any  one  who  might  he  disjiosed  to  keep 
out  of  his  reach.  He  therefore  endeavoured  to  return 
to  his  hed  ;  but,  in  groping  for  his  way,  lighted  6rst  on 
that  of  bis  fellow-prisonor.  The  little  captive  slept  deep 
and  heavy,  as  was  evinced  from  his  breathing  ;  and  n|H>n 
listening  a  moment,  Julinn  became  again  certain,  either 
that  bis  companion  was  the  most  artful  of  ventriloquists 
nnd  of  dissemblers,  or  thai  there  was  actually  within  tlie 
|>rccincts  of  that  guarded  chamber,  some  third  being, 
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whose  very  presence  there  seemed  to  intimate  tbat  ic 
belonged  not  to  the  ordinary  line  of  humanity. 

Julian  was  no  ready  believer  in  the  supernatural ;  but 
that  age  was  very  far  from  being  so  incredulous  cooceni- 
ing  gliostly  occurrences  as  our  own  ;  and  it  was  no  way 
derogatory  to  his  good  sense,  that  he  shared  the  prejudices 
of  his  (ime.  His  liair  began  to  brisde,  and  the  moisture 
to  stand  on  his  hrow,  as  he  called  on  his  companion  to 
awake,  for  Heaven's  sake. 

The  dwarf  answered — but  he  spoke  without  awaking, 
— "  The  day  may  dawn  and  be  d — d.  Tell  the  master 
of  the  horse  I  will  not  go  to  the  hunting,  unless  I  have 
the  little  black  jennet." 

"  I  tell  you,"  said  Julian,  "  there  is  some  one  in  the 
apartment.     Have  you  not  a  tinder-box  to  strike  a  light?" 

"  I  care  not  how  slight  my  horse  be,"  replied  the  slum- 
bcrer,  pursuing  his  own  train  of  ideas,  which,  doubdess, 
carried  him  back  to  the  green  woods  of  Windsor,  and 
the  royal  deer-hunts  which  he  had  witnessed  there.  "  I 
am  not  ovcr-weiglit. — 1  will  not  ride  that  great  Holstein 
brute  that  I  must  climb  up  to  by  a  ladder,  and  then  sit 
on  his  back  like  a  pin-cushion  on  an  elephant." 

Julian  at  length  put  his  hand  to  the  sleeper's  shoulder, 
and  shook  him  so  as  to  awake  him  from  his  dream ; 
when,  after  two  or  three  snorts  and  croans,  the  d^varf 
asked,  peevislily?  what  the  devil  ailed  him  ? 

"  T!ie  devil  himself,  for  what  1  know,"  said  Peveril, 
"  is  at  this  very  moment  in  the  room  here  hesitle  us." 

The  dwarf  on  this  information  started  up,  crossed  him- 
self, and  began  to  hammer  a  flint  and  steel  with  all  des- 
patch, until  he  had  lighted  a  little  piece  of  candle,  which 
he  said  was  consecrated  to  Saint  Bridget,  and  as  power- 
ful as  the  herb  called  fftga  drrmonutn^  or  the  liver  of 
the  fish  burnt  by  Tobit  in  the  house  of  Raguel,  for  chas- 
ing otr  goblins,  and  evil  or  dubious  spirits,  from  the  place 
of  its  radiance  ;  "  if,  indeed,"  as  the  dwarf  carefully 
guarded  his  proposition,  "  they  existed  anywhere,  save 
in  the  imagination  of  his  fellow-prisoner." 
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AccordiBglf  ihe  apaitmer.i  w^s  do  aooaer  e 

by  this  holy  caniile's  end,  iltaa  Juiiui  b^^  k>  ou2C  ac 
evidence  of  bis  onn  esrs  :  for  not  wiiy  «u  uct«  ar;  sar 
in  tb«  rcxim  saie  Sir  Geom«r  HuiKa  tx  Limmif,  bx 
all  the  fasteninEs  of  ilie  door  wne  so  *cc-jrr.  tsu  =  sens- 
ed iinpossilile  ilmt  iJicy  couij  aire  iieea  o(«&fa  i-'^A 
•gab  fixed,  nriihout  >  ercat  ceil  oi'  BOa«.  V..4C3.  zc  3a« 
last  occasion  at  Ica^r,  coulu  b-a  ^asrjjtj  iaT«  fsaptsi 
his  cars,  seeing  iliai  Le  n^u-t  ii^ie  b^o  ca  z^  iw^  aad 
employed  in  searching  iLc  chamL'^r.  eLk:  t^  -jzA^K/n, 
if  an  earthly  bein;,  was  in  ibe  act  cf  t-r'-rvaix  inc:  X. 

Julian  gated  for  a  moR.eot  niu  .ne^:  <z.-atsaeis.  aari 
DO  liule  pe^plestt^-,  first  on  ti.e  l^^rtiec  co:ir,  tbes  !s  ljs 
crated  winilow  ;  and  \ttza^  in  accji^  u-i  '."^  iu.i:a»- 
lioa  of  having  played  hitn  aa  iiip.«a.ri~2  nx^k.  H*  k^- 
Bwered  little  to  the  quefiioiif  of  HyivA,  tt^i  TV.szvrJt 
lo  his  hed,  heard,  in  silence,  a  i'^r  r.^''..-.'i  on'j-j^  'a. 
the  merits  of  Saint  Bridzei.  «i.icu  K'xt.jnafsiov.  tl4 
greater  part  of  her  loiie-win^l^d  'vfz*:T^''^.  an^  v/jtrxvA 
with  the  assurance,  tii:!i,  froti:  aii  tccr^iiU  fircrKr^M  ^ 
ber,  that  holy  saint  wms  ilii;  iea»i  of  ail  ^.-viiJ^  a  ,,r:<t&, 
except  those  of  (he  pisiNir  ki.id. 

By  die  liuie  the  dwarf  had  cea^:d  to  if^^,  i-,JU^'t 
desire  of  sleep' had  returned;  aijii  af[*:r  a  i<:irr  e.-t.-y>;« 
around  tlie  apanineni,  nhicb  vru  sii:l  u.'wi.'AvA  It  'Jm 
ex|jiring  beams  of  the  Itoly  taper,  iiis  •i^n  «ef?  iraia 
closed  in  forget  fulness,  and  his  repow  wu  dm  a^aia  ct»- 
Uirhed  in  the  course  of  that  ntz.'it. 

Aluming  dnwus  on  Neu^^i'.-,  as  well  s\  oa  tbt;  fr':c^ 
mountain-4urf  whicli  VVelchiii.-iri  or  Hihl-:''j«l  ercr  irr*4 ; 
bitl  in  so  different  a  fashion,  tliai  the  T«ry  beams  «f  (•«>*- 
en's  precious  sun,  when  they  jienetratt:  intr>  the  tiie.Kvm 
of  the  prison-house,  have  the  air  of  ix;inz  crjrnmtiKtd  \it 
jail.  Slill,  with  the  liiiht  of  day  around  lii'in,  IV-vcril  ea- 
sily persuaded  liiuiccif  of  the  vanitj  of  lijii  i.rc.;.-.linj; 
night's  vi^ons ;  and  s;Hiii.'il  wiitu  he  r>.'l1i:Mi:<l  ilui  f^ii- 
riet,  similar  to  (Itose  to  wiiich  his  car  whs  often  ex|iris(»l 
ill  the  Isle  of  Man,  had  hccu  able  lu  arraii;je  tlieiosclvw 
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in  a  manner  so  impressive,  when  he  heard  them  fiom 
the  mouih  of  so  singular  a  character  as  Hudson,  and  m 
the  solitude  of  a  prison. 

Before  Julian  had  awaked,  tlie  dwarf  had  alreidv 
quitted  his  bed,  and  was  seated  in  die  chimney-coner 
of  the  apartment,  where,  with  his  own  hands,  he  ind 
arranged  a  morsel  of  fire,  partly  attending  to  the  smmer- 
ing  of  a  small  pot,  which  he  had  placed  on  the  flame, 
partly  occupied  with  a  huge  folio  volume  which  lay  on 
the  table  before  him,  and  seemed  well  nigh  as  tall  and 
bulky  as  himself.  He  was  wrapped  up  in  the  dnskf 
crimson  cloak  already  mentioned,  which  served  him  (or 
a  morning-gown,  as  well  as  a  mantle  against  the  cold,  and 
which  corresponded  with  a  large  montero  cap,  that  en- 
veloped his  head.  The  singularity  of  his  features,  and 
of  the  eyes  armed  with  spectacles,  which  were  now  cast 
^<Hi  tlie  subject  of  his  studies,  now  directed  ■  towards  his 
«..Ue  caldron,  would  have  tempted  Rembrandt  to  exliibit 
him  on  canvass,  either  in  the  ciiaracter  of  an  alchemist, 
or  of  a  necromancer,  engaged  in  some  strange  experi- 
ment, under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  huge  manuals 
wliich  treat  of  the  theory  of  these  mystic  arts. 

The  attention  of  the  dwarf  was  bent,  however,  upon 
a  more  domestic  object.  He  was  only  preparing  soup, 
of  no  unsavoury  quality,  for  breakfast,  which  he  invit- 
ed Peveril  to  partake  with  him.  "  1  am  an  old  soldier," 
he  said,  ''  and,  I  must  add,  an  old  prisoner  ;  and  under- 
stand how  to  sliift  for  myself  better  than  you  can  do, 
young  man. — Confusion  to  the  scoundrel  Clink,  he  has 
put  tlie  spice-box  out  of  my  reach  ! — Will  you  hand  it  me 
from  the  mantel-piece  ? — I  will  teach  you,  as  the  French 
have  it,  fatre  la  cuisine  ;  and  then,  if  you  please,  we  will 
divide,  like  brethren,  the  labours  of  our  prison-house." 

Julian  readily  assented  to  the  little  man*s  friendly  pro- 
posal, witliout  iiitcrpnsins;  any  doubt  as  to  his  continuing 
an  inmate  of  the  same  cell.  Tmlli  is,  that  although, 
upon  tlie  whole,  he  was  inclined  to  regai-d  the  whia^perin5 
voice  of  the  preceding  evening  as  the  impression  of  liis 
own  excited  Cincy,  he  felt,  nevertheless,  curiosity  to  see 
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htm  n  second  tiiglit  vns  to  pass  over  in  the  same  cell ; 
and  the  lone  ofilic  invisible  inirudcr,  which  at  midnight 
had  been  heard  by  him  with  terror,  now  excited  on  recol- 
lection H  gentle  ond  not  unplensing  spceies  of  agitation— 
the  comhined  effect  of  awe,  and  of  awnkened  curiosity. 

Days  of  cnptivity  liavc  lildc  to  murk  tticm  as  they 
glide  sway.  Thnt  wliicli  followed  tlie  night  which  we 
have  described,  afforded  no  circumstance  of  note.  The 
dwarf  imparled  to  his  youthful  companion  a  volume  simi* 
lar  to  thai  which  formed  his  own  studies,  and  which  proved 
to  be  a  tome  of  one  of  Scuderi's  now  forgolten  romances, 
of  which  G^Hifirey  Hudson  was  a  great  admirer,  and 
which  were  then  very  fashionable  both  at  the  French  and 
English  CourtH;  although  tliey  contrive  tp  unite  in  their 
immense  folios  all  the  tmprobahtliiies  and  absurdities  of 
ibe  old  romances  of  chivalry,  without  that  tone  of  imagi- 
nation which  pervades  them,  and  all  the  metaphysical 
absurdities  which  Cowley  and  (he  poets  of  the  age  bad 
heaped  upon  the  passion  of-  lore,  like  so  many  load  of 
■mall-coal  upon  a  slender  fire,  which  it  smothers  instead 
of  aiding. 

But  Julian  had  no  siternaiive,  saving  only  to  muse  over 
the  aorrows  of  Artamenes  and  Mandane,  or  on  the  com- 
plicated distress  of  his  own  situeiion  ;  and  in  these  disiH 
greeable  diverti  semen  is,  the  momiog  crept  through  aa 
it  could. 

Noon  first,  and  thereafter  ni^lit-fall,  were  successivelj 
marked  by  a  brief  visit  from  their  stem  turnkey,  who,  with 
noiseless  step  and  sullen  demeanour,  did  in  silence  the 
necessary  offices  about  the  meals  of  the  prisoners,  ex- 
changing with  them  as  few  words  as  an  official  in  the 
Spanish  Inqiiisidon  might  have  permitted  himself  upon  ■ 
similar  occasion.  With  tlie  same  taciturn  gravity,  very 
diSerent  from  the  laughing  humour  into  which  he  had 
been  surprised  on  a  former  occasion,  he  struck  their  fet- 
ters with  a  small  hammer,  to  ascertain,  by  the  sound  thus 
produced,  whether  they  hnd  been  Inmpered  with  by  file 
or  otherwise.  He  next  mounted  on  a  table,  to  make  th« 
same  experiment  on  the  wiudow-gratJng. 
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Julian's  heart  throbbed  ;  for  might  not  one  of  those 
grates  have  been  so  tampered  witli  as  to  give  entrance  lo 
the  nocturnal  visiiani  ?  But  they  returned  to  the  experi- 
enced ear  of  Master  Clink,  when  he  struck  them  io  lura 
with  the  hammer,  a  clear  and  ringing  sound,  which  as- 
sured him  of  their  security. 

*'  It  would  be  diflicuU  for  any  one  to  get  in  through  these 
defences,"  said  Julian,  giving  vent  io  words  to  his  ovo 
feelings. 

"  Few  wish  that,"  answered  the  surly  groom,  mi^ 
construing  what  was  passing  in  PeveriFs  mind  ;  *'  and  lei 
me  tell  you,  master,  folks  will  find  it  quite  as  difficuh  19 
get  out."     He  retired,  and  night  came  on. 

The  dwarf,  who  took  u]>on  himself  for  the  day  the 
whole  duties  of  the  apartment,  trundled  about  the  rooon, 
making  a  most  important  clutter  as  he  extinguished  their 
fire,  and  put  aside  various  matters  which  had  been  io 
use  in  the  course  of  the  day,  talking  to  himself  ail  tbs 
while  in  a  tone  of  no  little  consequence,  occasionilij 
grounded  on  the  dexterity  with  which  an  old  soldier 
could  turn  his  hand  to  every  thins: ;  and  at  other  times, 
on  the  wonder  that  a  courtier  of  tlie  first  rank  should 
rondescend  to  turn  his  iiand  to  anything.  Then  came 
the  repetition  of  his  accustomed  prayers  ;  but  his  dispo- 
sition to  converse  did  not,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  re- 
vive after  his  devotions.  On  the  contrary,  long  before 
Julian  had  closed  an  eye,  the  heavy  breathing  from  Sir 
Geoffrey  Hudson's  pallet  declared  iliat  the  dwBit  was 
already  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus. 

Amid  the  total  darkness  of  the  apartment,  and  with  a 
longing  desire,  and  at  the  same  time  no  small  fear,  for  the 
recurrence  of  the  mysterious  address  of  the  preceding 
evening,  Julian  lay  long  awake,  without  his  thoughts  re- 
ceiving any  interrii|)tion,  save  when  the  clock  told  llw 
passing  hour  from  the  neigiihouring  steeple  of  St.  Sepul- 
chre. At  length  he  sunk  into  slumber  ;  but  had  oot 
slept,  to  his  judgment,  above  an  hour,  when  he  was  roused 
by  the  sound  wiiich  his  waking  ear  had  so  long  expected 
m  vain. 


**  Can  joa  sleep  ? — Will  too  sleep? — Dm  job  sleep  ?^ 
here  tbe  questions  impressed  on  bi&esr,  in  the  same  clear, 
bft,  and  raelodious  voice,  wliicli  had  addressed  hkn  oa 
lie  precedinfT  nicht. 

*'  Who  is  it  asks  nie  the  question  ?"*  ansirered  Julian. 
^  But  be  the  questioner  eood  or  eril,  I  reply  that  I  am  a 
{uiltless  prisoner  :  and  that  innocence  mar  irish  and  dare 
^  sleep  soundly." 

**  Ask  no  questions  of  me/'  said  tbe  foice  ;  *'  neither 
ttempt  to  discover  who  speaks  to  you  ;  and  be  assured 
bat  folly  alone  can  sleep,  with  fraud  anmnd  and  danger 
tofore  him." 

**  Can  you,  who  tell  me  of  dancers,  cooigcl  oie  hov 
b  combat  or  how  to  avoid  them  ?"  said  Julian. 

**  My'  power  is  limited,"  said  the  voice  ;  **  yet  mme- 
ling  1  can  do,  as  a  glowworm  can  show  a  precipice, 
•lit  you  must  con6de  in  me." 

^  Confidence  must  beg;ct  confidence,"  answered  Ju« 
n.    *'  I  cannot  repose  trust  in  I  know  not  what  or  whofD." 
**  Speak  not  so  bud,"  replied  tlie  voice,  sinking  almoaC 
)  a  whisper. 

*  Last  night  you  said  my  companion  would  not  awake,** 
1  Julian. 
To-night  I  warrant  not  that  he  shall  sleep,"  said  the 
e.      And  as  it  spoke,  tlie  hoarse,  snatching,  discord- 
ones  of  the  dwarf  were  heard,  demanding  of  Julian 
he  talked  in  his  sleep — wherefore  he  did  not  rest  him- 
ind  let  other  people  rest — and  finally,  whether  his 
8  of  last  night  were  returned  upon  him  again  ? 
\uy  yes,"  said  the  voice,  in  a  whisper,  so  low,  yet 
inct,  that  Julian  almost  doubted  whether  h  was  no/t 
o  of  his  own  thought, — '*  Say  but  yes — and  I  part 
m  no  more  !" 

lesperate  circumstances  men  look  to  strange  and 
remedies  ;  and  although  unable  to  caknilate  the 
of  advantage  which  this  singular  communication 
o  him,  Julian  did  not  feel  inclined  to  let  them  at 
ape  fmm  him.  He  answered  the  dwarf,  that  he 
\  troubled  by  an  alaniiing  drcauu 
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''  I  could  have  sworn  it,  from  the  sound  of  your  voioe,'' 
said  Hudson.  "It  is  strange,  now,  that  you  oveignMni 
men  never  possess  the  extreme  firmness  of  nerves  proper 
to  us  who  arc  cast  in  a  more  compact  mould.  My  ova 
\'oice  retains  its  masculine  sounds  on  all  occasions.  Dr. 
Cockerel  was  of  opinion,  that  there  was  the  same  allow- 
:mce  of  nerve  and  sinew  to  men  of  every  size,  and  that 
nature  spun  the  stork  out  thinner  or  stronger,  according 
to  the  extent  of  surface  which  they  were  to  cover.  Hence, 
the  least  creatures  are  oftentimes  the  strongest.  Place  i 
beetle  imder  a  tall  candlestick,  and  the  insect  will  move 
it  by  its  oHorts  to  get  out  ;  which  is,  in  point  of  compr- 
ative  strength,  as  if  one  of  us  should  shake  his  Majesty^! 
])rison  of  Newgate  by  similar  struggles.  Cats  also,  mdA 
wcazels,  arc  creatures  of  greater  exertion  and  endunnce 
than  dogs  or  sheep.  And  in  general,  you  may  remark, 
that  little  men  dance  better,  and  are  more  unwearied  un- 
der exertion  of  every  kind,  than  those  to  whom  their  owo 
weight  must  necessarily  be  burdensome.  I  respect  you, 
Master  Pcveril,  horause  I  am  told  you  have  killed  one  of 
those  gigantic  fellows,  who  go  about  swaggering  as  if 
their  souls  were  taller  than  ours,  because  their  noses  are 
nearer  to  the  clouds  by  a  cubit  or  two.  But  do  not  value 
yourself  on  this,  as  anything  very  unusual.  1  would  liar? 
vou  to  know  it  hath  been  always  thus  ;  and  that,  in  tbe 
history  of  all  ages,  the  clean,  tight,  dapper,  little  feUow, 
hath  proved  an  overmalrii  for  his  bulky  antagonist.  I 
need  only  instance,  out  of  holy  writ,  the  celebrated  dovrn- 
fall  of  Goliath, and  of  another  lubbard,  who  had  more 
fingers  to  his  hand,  and  more  inches  to  his  stature,  than 
ousht  to  belons"  to  an  honest  man,  and  who  was  slain  bv 
a  nephew  of  good  King  David  ;  and  of  many  others  whom 
I  do  not  romeniber  ;  novcrliieJess,  they  were  all  Philis- 
tines of  gipantir  staluro.  In  the  classic?,  also,  yon  hafe 
Tydeus,  and  other  tiirlit,  compact  heix>es.  whose  diminu- 
tive bodies  were  tlie  abode  of  large  minds.  i\nd  in- 
deed you  may  observe,  in  sacred  as  wc»ll  as  profant 
history,  that  your  giants  are  ever  heretics  and  blas- 
phemers, robbers  and  oppressors,  outragers  of  tlie  it- 
male  sex,  and  scoffers  at  it'cular  authoritv.     Such  wew 
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od  Magog,  whom  our  sutbcntic  chronicles  Touch  to 
been  slsin  near  to  Plymoulli,  by  the  good  little 
t  Corinaus,  who  gnve  name  to  Cornwdl.  Asca- 
also  was  subdued  by  Bevis,  aod  Colbrand  by  Guy, 
thampton  and  Warwick  can  testify.  Like  unto  lliese 
lie  giant  lloci,  slain  in  Uretagnc  by  King  Arthur. 
r  Kyeni;e,  King  of  North  Wales,  who  was  done  to 
by  the  same  wortiiy  champion  of  Clirlstendoin,  be 
tually  termed  a  giant,  it  is  plain  he  was  little  better, 
he  required  twenty-four  kings'  boards,  which  wera 
rorn  full  and  long,  to  fur  his  goivn  ;  whereby,  com- 
:  each  beard  at  eighteen  inches,  (and  you  cannot 
less  for  a  bcard-roya),)  and  supposing  only  the  front 
:  gown  trimmed  therewith,  as  we  use  ermine  ;  and 
le  back  was  mounted  and  lined,  instead  of  cat-skins 
juirrels'  fur,  with  the  beards  of  earls  and  dukes,  and 
inTerior  dignitaries — may  amount  to  But  I  will 

he  question  to-morrow." 

liing  is  more  soporific  to  any  (save  a  philosopher  or 
'ed  man,)  than  the  operation  of  figures  ;  and  when 
,  the  effect  is  irresistible.  Sir  Geoifrey  fell  asleep 
act  of  calculating  King  Ryence's  heigbt,  Trom  the 
led  length  of  his  mantle.  Indeed,  had  be  not 
ed  on  this  abstruse  subject  of  calculaliou,  there  is 
lanng  how  long  he  might  have  held  forth  upon  the 
wity  of  men  of  tittle  stature,  which  was  so  great  a 
Ke  with  him,  that,  numerous  as  such  narratives  are, 
rarf  had  collected  almost  all  the  instances  of  their 
eaover  giants,  which  history  or  romancfl  aflorded. 
sooner  had  unequivocal  signs  of  the  dwarfs  sound 
in  reached  Juhan's  ears,  than  he  began  again  to 
lagerly  for  the  renewal  of  that  mysterious  communi- 
which  was  at  once  interesting  and  awful.  Even 
Hudson  WHS  speaking,  be  had,  in&tead  of  bestowing 
leniion  upon  his  eulogy  on  persons  of  low  stature, 
is  ears  on  watchful  e;uard,  to  mark,  if  possible,  the 
t  sounds  of  any  sort  which  might  occur  in  the  opart- 
so  that  he  thought  it  scarce  possible  that  even  a 
Olid  have  left  it  wiihout  its  motion  being  overheard 
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If,  therefore,  his  invisible  monitor  was  indeed  a  creatve 
of  this  world — an  opinion  which  Julian's  sound  sense  lea- 
dered  him  unwilling  to  renounce-^bat  being  could  aoC 
have  left  the  apartment^  and  he  waited  impatiently  for  a 
renewal  of  their  communication.  He  was  disappointed ; 
not  the  slightest  sound  reached  his  car  ;  and  the  noctur- 
nal visiter,  if  still  in  the  room,  appeared  determined  oa 
silence. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Peveril  coughed,  hemmed,  and  gave 
other  symptoms  of  being  awake ;  at  length,  such  became 
bis  impatience,  that  he  resolved,  at  any  risk,  to  speak  firtf, 
in  hopes  of  renewing  the  communication  betwixt  then. 
**  Whoever  thou  art,"  he  said,  in  a  voice  loud  enough  to  be 
heard  by  a  waking  person,  but  not  so  high  as  to  distufb 
his  sleeping  companion — "  Whoever,  or  whatever  tboa 
art,  that  hast  shown  some  interest  in  the  fate  of  socb  a 
oast-away  as  Julian  Peveril,  speak  once  more,  I  conjure 
thee  ;  nnd,  be  your  communication  for  good  or  evil,  be- 
lieve me,  I  am  equally  prepared  to  abide  the  issue." 

No  answer  of  any  kind  was  returned  to  this  invocation; 
nor  did  the  least  sound  intimate  the  presence  of  the  being 
to  wiiom  it  was  so  solemnly  addressed. 

"  I  speak  in  vain,"  said  Julian  ;  "  and  perhaps  I  am 
but  invoking  tl)at  which  is  insensible  of  human  feeling,  or 
which  takes  a  malign  pleasure  in  human  suffering." 

There  was  a  gentle  and  half-broken  sigh  from  a  comer 
of  the  apartment,  which,  answering  to  this  exclamation, 
seemed  to  contradict  the  imputation  which  it  conveyed. 

Julian,  naturally  courageous,  and  familiarized  by  this 
time  to  his  situation,  raised  himself  in  bed,  and  stretch- 
ed out  his  arm,  to  repeat  his  adjuration,  when  the  voice, 
as  if  alarmed  at  his  action  and  energy,  whispered,  in  a 
tone  more  hurried  than  that  which  it  had  hitherto  used, 
"  Be  still — move  not — or  1  am  mute  forever  !" 

"  It  is  then  a  mortal  being  who  is  present  with  me,*" 
was  the  naturnl  inference  of  Julian,  "  and  one  who  is 
probahly  afraid  of  being  detected  ;  I  have  then  some 
piwor  over  iny  visiter,  though  I  must  be  cautious  how  I 
vsl'  il. — \i  I    Ml'  intents  are  friendly,"    he  proceeded 
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"tberewuimTratime  in  nhich  I  lacked  friends  more, 
or  would  bo  more  grateful  for  kindness.  TIic  Talc  of  all 
who  nre  dear  to  me  is  weighed  in  tlie  balance,  and  witti 
worldi  would  1  buy  tlie  tidings  of  tlictr  safety." 

"  I  li&ve  said  my  power  is  limited,"  replied  tlie  voiee. 
••  You  1  may  be  able  to  preserve — tlie  fale  of- your  frieuds 
is  beyond  my  conlrol." 

**  Let  me  at  least  know  it,"  said  Julian  ;  "  and  be  Jt 
U  it  may,  I  will  not  sliun  to  share  it." 

"  For  whom  would  you  inquire  ?"  said  the  soft,  snrcet 
voice,  not  without  a  tremulousness  of  accent,  as  if  the 
question  tras  put  with  diffident  reluctance. 

"  My  parents,"  .sRid  Julian,  after  a  moment's  hesita- 
tion ;  *'  bow  fare  they  ?— What  will  be  their  fate  ?" 

"  They  fare  as  ihe  fort  under  which  the  enemy  bat 
.  du|;  a  deadly  mine.  The  work  may  have  cost  the  labour 
nf  yesrs,  sucb  were  Ihe  imjicdimenls  to  the  engineers  ; 
but  Time  brings  opporluiiily  upon  its  wings." 

"  And  what  will  be  llio  event  ?"  snid  Peveril. 

**  Can  1  read  the  future,"  answered  the  voice,  "  sbtk 
by  comparison  with  the  pnsi  ? — Who  lias  been  hunted  on 
these  stem  and  unmiUgable  accusations,  but  has  Lcen  at 
last  brought  to  bay  i  Did  blgii  and  tiobic  birth,  honoured 
^e,  and  approved  benevolence,  save  the  unfununale 
Lord  Stafford  i  Did  learning,  capacity  of  intrigue,  or 
high  Court  favour,  redeem  Coleman,  although  the  confi- 
dential servant  of  the  heir  presumptive  of  tho  Crown  of 
Hfigland  } — Did  subtlety  and  genius,  ond  the  exertions  of 
a  numerous  sect,  save  Fenwicke,  or  Whitbrcad,  or  any 
dtlier  of  the  accu-sed  priests  ? — Were  Groves,  Pickering, 
or  the  other  Immlilu  wretchc*;  who  havo  suficrcd,  safe  in 
their  obscuiity  ? — 'l^ierc  is  nn  condition  in  life,  no  degree 
of  talent,  no  fonn  of  principle,  which  alF)rds  protection 
agaiast  an  accusntlon,  which  levels  conditions,  Gonfounils 
chnracters,  renders  men's  virtues  their  sins,  and  mlcs 
them  ns  dangerous  in  proporlion  as  dtey  have  inlluencc, 
tliongb  attained  in  the  noblest  manner,  and  used  for  the 
best  purposes.  Call  such  a  one  but  an  accessory  lo  dm 
Plot — let  him  he  motithcd  in  lite  evidence  of  Oatcs  oi 
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Dugdale — and  the  blihdest  shall  foresee  the  issae  of  their 

trial." 

*<  Prophet  of  Evil !"  said  Julian,  «  my  father  has  a 
sliield  invulnerable  to  protect  him.     He  is  inoocent.'' 

**  Let  him  plead  his  innocence  at  the  bar  of  Hearen," 
said  the  voice  ;  ''  it  will  serve  him  little  where  Scrogp 
presides." 

"  Slill  I  fear  not,"  said  Julian,  counterfeiting  mora 
confidence  than  he  really  possessed  ;  *'  my  father's  cause 
will  be  pleaded  before  twelve  EnglishnoeQ.'* 

*'  Better  before  twelve  wild  beasts,"  answered  tbe 
Invisible,  <<  than  before  Englishmen,  influenced  with 
party  prejudice,  passion,  and  the  epidemic  terror  of  an 
imaginary  danger.  They  are  bold  in  guilt  in  proportion  to 
the  number  amongst  whom  the  crime  is  divided." 

*'  Ill-omened  speaker,"  said  Julian,  **  thine  is  indeed 
a  voice  fitted  only  to  sound  with  the  midnight  bell  and  tbe 
screech-owl.  Yet  speak  again.  Tell  me,  if  thou  canst** 
— (he  would  have  said  of  Alice  Bridgenorth,  but  the 
word  would  not  leave  his  tongue) — *'  Tell  me,"  he  said, 
**  if  the  noble  house  of  Derby " 

*'  Let  tliem  keep  their  rock  like  the  sea-fowl  in  the 
tempest  ;  and  it  may  so  fall  out,"  answered  the  voice, 
*'  that  their  rock  may  be  a  safe  refuge.  But  there  is 
blood  on  their  ermine  ;  and  revenge  has  dogged  them 
for  many  n  year,  like  a  blood-hound  that  hath  been  distanc- 
ed in  the  morning  chase,  but  may  yet  grapple  the  quarry 
ere  the  sun  shall  set.  At  present,  however,  they  are  safe. 
— Am  I  now  to  speak  farther  on  your  own  affairs,  which 
involve  little  short  of  your  life  and  honour  ?  or  are  there 
yet  any  whose  interests  you  prefer  to  your  own  ?" 

"  There  is,"  said  Julian,  "  one,  from  whom  I  was  vk)- 
lently  parted  yesterday  ;  if  I  knew  but  of  her  safety,  I 
were  little  anxious  for  my  own." 

**  One  !"  returned  the  voice,  "  only  one  from  whom 
you  were  parted  yesterday  ?" 

''  But  in  parting  from  whom,"  said  JuHan,  "  I  felt  sep- 
arated from  all  happiness  wiiich  the  world  can  give  me." 

^'  You  mean  Alice  Bridi;:enorth,"  said  the  Invisibleii 
ivith  some  bitterness  of  accent ;  ''  but  her  you  will  never 
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•ee  more.  Your  own  life  and  Iter's  depend  oo  your 
forgetling  each  other." 

"  I  cannot  purchase  my  oven  life  al  tliat  price,"  repli- 
ed Juiian. 

"  Then  oie  in  your  obstinncy,"  returned  the  lnvi»blc  ; 
Dor  to  alJ  the  enirtiatics  wbicli  iic  used  was  be  able  to  ob- 
uin  another  word  in  tlic  course  of  that  remarkable  nigbl. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

A  Acct-boueli'd  aoD,  bul  full  of  priiie. 

Aiiim  JZonuoy. 

The  blood  of  Julian  Pcverrl  was  so  much  fevered  by 
the  itate  in  which  his  invisible  visiter  left  him,  that  he  was 
unable,  for  a  length  of  time,  to  Gnd  re[K)se.  He  swore 
to  himself,  that  he  would  discover  and  expose  the  noctur- 
nal demon  which  stole  on  iiis  hours  of  rest,  only  to  add 
gall  to  bitterness,  and  to  pour  pnrsou  into  lliose  wounds 
wbich  already  smnrted  so  severely.  There  was  nothing 
which  bis  power  extended  to,  th»t,  in  his  rage,  be  did  not 
threaten.  He  proposed  a  closer  and  more  vigorous 
Mirrey  of  his  ceil,  so  that  he  might  discover  the  mode  by 
^h!ch  bis  tormentor  entered,  were  it  as  unnoticeablc  as 
mn  auger-hole.  If  his  diligence  should  prove  unavailing, 
be  determined  to  inform  ihe  juiltTS,  to  whom  it  could  not 
lie  indifferent  to  ktiow,  that  ihelr  prison  was  open  to  such 
intrunons.  He  proposed  to  himself,  to  discover  from 
their  looks,  whether  they  were  already  privy  to  these  vis- 
its ;  and  if  so,  to  denotmce  ihcm  to  the  magistrates,  1o 
die  judges,  to  the  House  of  Commons,  was  the  least  that 
his  resentment  proposed.  Sleep  surprised  his  worn-out 
frame  in  tlie  midst  of  liis  projects  of  discovery. and  vuii- 
geancc,  and,  as  frequently  happuiiK,  the  li^hl  of  the  ensu- 
ing day  proved  favourable  to  calmer  resolutions. 
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He  DOW  reflected  that  he  bad  no  grouDd  to  coDsidur  iha 
motives  of  his  visiter  as  positively  lualevoleot,  akbough  he 
had  afforded  him  little  encouragement  to  hope  for  as99H 
ance  on  the  points  he  had  most  at  heart.  Tovrards  biia- 
aeir,  there  had  been  expressed  a  decided  feeling,  both  of 
sympathy  and  interest  ;  if  througli  means  of  these  he 
could  acqirire  his  liberty,  he  might,  when  possessed  of 
freedom,  turn  it  to  the  hencQt  of  those  for  whom  be  was 
more  interested  than  for  Iiis  own  welfare.  **  I  have  be- 
haved like  a  fool,"  he  said  ;  "  I  ought  to  have  tempo* 
rized  wiffi  this  singular  being,  learned  the  motives  of  its 
interference,  and  availed  myself  of  its  succour,  provided 
•  I  could  do  so  without  any  dishonourable  conditions*  It 
would  have  been  always  time  enough  to  reject  sucli  when 
tliey  should  have  been  proposed  to  me.*' 

So  saying,  he  was  forming  projects  for  regulating  bis  in- 
tercourse with  tlie  stranger  more  prudently,  in  case  their 
communication  should  be  renewed,  when  his  meditations 
were  interrupted  by  llie  peremptory  summons  of  Sir 
Geoffrey  Hudson,  that  he  would,  in  his  turn,  be  pleased 
to  ))erform  those  domestic  duties  of  their  common  habi- 
tation, which  the  dwarf  hnd  yesterday  taken  upon  himself. 

There  was  no  resisting  a  rcquest  so  reasonable,  and 
Pcvcril  accordingly  rose  and  betook  himself  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  their  prison,  while  Sir  Hudson,  perched  upoo 
a  stool  from  which  his  legs  did  not  by  half  way  reach  tlie 
ground,  sat  in  a  posture  of  elegant  languor,  twangling 
upon  an  old  broken-wincled  guitnr,  and  singing  songs  in 
Spanish,  Kloorish,  and  Lingua  Franca,  most  detestably 
out  of  tunc.  He  failed  not,  at  the  conclusion  of  each 
ditty,  to  favour  Julian  with  some  account  of  what  he  had 
sung,  either  in  the  way  of  trnnslation,  or  historical  anec- 
dote, or  as  the  lay  was  connected  with  some  peculiar  part 
of  his  own  eventful  history,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
poor  little  man  had  chanced  to  have  been  taken  by  a  Sal- 
lee  rover,  and  carried  captive  into  Morocco. 

This  part  of  his  life  Hudson  used  to  make  the  era  of 
many  strange  adventures  ;  and,  if  he  could  himself  be 
behevcd,  he  had  made  wild  work  among  tlie  aflTeclionsof 
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the  Emperor's  seraglio.  But,  altliougli  few  were  in  a 
■ituatioD  to  cross-examine  liiro  on  gnllantrics  and  intriguct 
oT  which  (he  scene  was  so  remote,  the  ofiicers  of  the  gar- 
11900  of  Tangier  had  a  report  current  amongst  them,  (hot 
the  only  use  to  whi,.Ii  the  tyraiinical  Moors  could  convert 
I  slave  of  such  slender  corjKireal  strength,  was  to  employ 
hiiu  to  he  a-bed  all  day  and  hatch  turkey's  eggs.  The 
least  allust^i)  to  litis  rumour  u^ed  to  drive  hin)  well  nigh 
franlir,  and  liie  fatal  termination  of  his  duel  with  yomig 
Crofts,  ivliich  began  iu  wanton  mirth,  and  ended  in  blood- 
slied,  made  men  more  coy  than  they  had  formerly  been, 
of  innlking  the  fiery  little  hero  the  subject  of  their  raillery. 

While  Peveiil  did  the  drudgery  of  the  apartment,  the 
dwarf  remained  much  at  his  cose,  enrolling  in  the  man- 
ner we  have- described  ;  but  when  he  beheld  Julian  at- 
tempting the  task  of  tlie  cook,  Sir  GcotFrcy  Hudson 
sprung  from  the  stool  on  which  ho  sat  en  Signer,  at  the 
risk  of  breaking  both  his  guitar  and  his  neck,  exclaiming, 
"  That  he  would  rather  prepare  breakfast  every  morning 
betivixi  this  and  the  day  of  judgment,  than  commh  & 
ttisk  of  such  consequence  to  an  inexperienced  bungler 
like  his  canpaiiion." 

Tlie  young  man  gladly  resigned  his  task  to  the  splenetic 
little  Kniglit,  and  only  smiled  at  his  resentment  when  he 
added,  that  to  be  but  a  mortal  of  middle  stature,  Julian 
was  03  stupid  as  a  giant.  I<caving  the  dwarf  to  prc|>aEe 
the  meal  after  his  own  pleasure,  Peveril  employed  him- 
self in  measuring  the  room  with  his  eyes  on  every  side, 
and  in  endeavouring  to  discover  some  private  entrance, 
such  ai  might  admit  his  midniglit  visitant,  and  perhaps 
could  be  employed  in  case  of  need  for  efiecling  his  own 
escape.  Tlie  floor  next  engaged  a  scrutiny  equally  mi- 
nute, hut  more  successful. 

Close  by  his  own  pallet,  and  dropped  in  such  a  man- 
ner tliat  he  must  have  seen  it  sooner  but  for  the  hurry 
with  which  he  obeyed  the  suumions  of  ihc  impalieut 
dwarf,  lay  a  s'.ip  of  pupcr,  sealed,  and  directed  with  the 
initial  letters  J.  P.,  which  seemed  to  ascertain  tliat  it  wai 

Ift      TOI^    U. 
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■ddresscd  lo  liimsclf.  He  took  die  opportunity  of  qm- 
ing  it  wliilc  the  soup  was  in  the  very'  inomeDt  of  projec- 
tion, nnd  the  fidl  attention  of  his  coinpanioa  was  occupi- 
ed by  whnt  he,  iii  cammon  with  wiser  and  taller  ma, 
considered  as  one  of  the  principal  occiipatioos  of  life ; 
so  that,  niihoiit  incurring  liis  observation,  or  amldng 
liis  curiosity,  Julian  had  the  opportunity  to  read  as  fal- 

"  Rash  and  infutiiated  as  3'ou  are,  there  is  one  wbo 
would  forfeit  much  to  aland  hetnist  you  and  your  fue. 
Yon  are  to-morrow  to  be  removed  to  tlie  Tower,  wbne 
your  life  cannot  be  assured  far  a  single  day  ;  for,  durio; 
the  few  hours  you  have  been  in  London,  you  have  pro- 
voked a  resentment  which  is  not  easily  slaked.  There 
is  but  one  chance  for  you, — renounce  A.  B. — think  do 
more  of  her.  If  that  be  impossible,  think  of  her  but  » 
one  whom  yon  can  never  see  again.  If  your  heart  can 
resolve  to  give  up  an  attachment  which  it  should  never 
have  entertained,  and  which  it  would  be  madness  toeber- 
ish  longer,  make  your  acquiescence  in  this  condition 
known  by  putting  on  your  hat  r  white  hand,  or  while 
feather,  or  knot  of  riband  of  the  same  colour,  whicbever 
you  may  most  easily  conic  by.  A  boat  will,  in  tliat  case, 
run,  as  if  by  accident,  on  board  o(  that  which  is  to  con- 
vey you  to  the  Tower.  Do  you  in  llie  confusion  jump 
nverbonrd,  and  swiui  to  (lie  Southwark  side  of  the  Tbamn- 
Friends  will  attend  there  to  secure  your  escape,  and  you 
will  find  yourself  with  one  who  will  rather  lose  character 
and  life,  than  liiat  a  hair  of  your  head  should  fall  to  ibe 
giroiind  ;  but  who,  if  you  reject  the  warmng,  can  only 
diink  of  you  as  of  the  fool  who  perishes  in  bis  lolly.  Miy 
Heaven  guide  you  to  a  sound  jiKlgmcnl  of  your  condition  I 
So  prays  one  who  would  be  your  friend,  if  you  pleased, 

"  UNKNWW.H." 

The  Tower  ! — it  was  a  won!  of  terror,  even  more  so 
than  a  civil  prison  ;  fur  how  inany  j>nssages  to  death  did 
that  dark  structure  present !  The  severe  executions  whicL 


PBVBRIL  OF  THE    PEAE.  ITl 

h  had  witnessed  in  prcrcdinf^  roigns,  were  not  pcrliapsmore 
Dumeroua  than  the  secret  •i>urclers  wliich  had  taken  placA 
wiiliin  ha  walls ;  yet  Pcvcril  did  not  a  moment  hesitate  on 
the  part  which  lie  had  to  perform.  "  I  will  share  my 
father's  fate,"  he  said  ;  "  I  thought  hirt  of  Jiim  when  ihcy 
brought  me  hither  }  I  will  thhik  of  noiliing  else  when  they 
convey  me  to  yonder  still  more  dreadful  plsce  of  confine- 
ment ;  it  is  Ilia,  and  it  is  but  meet  that  it  should  be  bis 
Mil's. — And  thou,  Aliee  Brtdgcnorlh,  the  dny  that  I  re- 
nounce thee,  may  I  be  held  alike  a  traitor  and  a  dastard ! 
— Go,  false  adviser,  and  share  the  fate  of  seducers  and 
hfireiical  teachers!" 

-He  could  not  help  uttering  tJiis  Jiist  expression  aloud, 
■1  he  threw  the  billut  inln  the  Grc,  willi  a  velicmence 
which  made  the  dwarf  siiirl  with  surprise.  '■  ^V|]at  say 
you  of  burning  lierciits,  young  man  ?"  be  exclaimed  ; 
"  by  my  faith,  your  zeal  must  he  warmer  than  mine,  if  you 
ttik  on  such  a  subject  when  the  heretics  are  the  prevail- 
ing number.  May  I  measure  six  feet  wilbout  my  slioes, 
but  the  heretics  would  have  the  best  of  it  if  we  came  to 
tliat  work.     Beware  of  such  words." 

"  Too  late  to  beware  of  words  spoken  and  Jieard,"  said 
the  turnkey,  who,  opening  the  door  with  unusual  precau- 
tions to  avoid  noise,  bad  stolen  unpcrceived  into  ilie 
iDom ;  "  however,  Klaslcr  Fcveril  lias  hcliaved  like  a 
gentleman,  and  I  am  no  tale-hearcr,  on  condition  he  will 
cxmsider  I  have  had  tmuhic  in  his  matters." 

Julian  had  no  alternative  but  to  take  the  fellow's  bint 
■nd  administer  a  bribe,  with  which  Master  Clink  was  so 
well  satisfied,  that  he  exclaimed,  "  It  went  to  his  heart  to 
take  leave  of  such  a  kind-natured  gentleman,  and  that  he 
rould  have  turned  the  key  on  him  for  twenty  years  with 
pleasure.     But  the  best  friends  must  part." 

"  I  am  to  he  removed,  then  ?"  said  Julian. 

"  Ay,  truly,  master,  the  warrant  is  come  from  the 
Council," 

"  To  convey  me  to  the  Tower?" 
."  Whew  !"  exclaimed  the  ofliccr  of  the  law—"  who 
the  devil  told  you  thai  f  But  since  you  do  know  it,  lher« 
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is  no  harm  to  say  ny.  So  make  yourself  ready  to  nxive 
immediately  ;  mid  first,  hold  out  your  dew-beaters  till  I 
take  off  the  darbies." 

^'  Is  tliat  usual  ?"  said  Peveril,  stretching  out  his  fed 
as  the  fellow  directed,  while  his  fetters  were  unlocked. 

"  Why,  ay,  master,  these  fetters  belor.3  to  the  keeper; 
they  are  not  a-going  to  scud  them  to  the  Lieutenant,  I 
trow.  No,  no,  the  warders  must  bring  their  own  gear 
with  them  ;  they  get  none  here,  I  promise  them.  Nerer« 
thelcss,  if  your  honour  hath  a  fancy  to  go  iu  fetters,  u 
tliinking  it  may  move  compassion  of  your  case ** 

"  I  have  no  intention  to  make  my  case  seem  worse  ibaa 
it  is,"  said  Julian,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  it  crossed  bis 
mind  that  his  anonymous  correspondent  must  be  well  ac- 
quainted both  with  his  own  personalhabits,  since  the  letter 
proposed  a  plan  of  escape  which  could  only  be  executed 
by  a  bold  swimmer,  and  with  the  fashions  of  the  prison, 
since  it  was  foreseen  that  he  would  not  be  ironed  on  his 
passage  to  the'Tower.  The  turnkey's  next  speech  made 
him  carry  conjecture  still  farther. 

'*  There  is  nothing  in  life  I  would  not  do  for  so  brave 
a  guest,"  said  Clink  ;  ''  I  could  nab  one  of  my  wife's 
ribands  for  you,  if  your  honour  had  the  fancy  to  mount 
the  white  flag  in  your  beaver." 

'*  To  what  good  purpose  ?"  said  Julian,  shortly  con- 
necting, as  was  natural,  the  man's  proposed  civility  with 
the  advice  given  and  the  signal  prescribed   in  the  letter. 

"  Nay,  to  no  good  purpose  I  know  of,"  said  the  turn- 
key ;  "  only  it  is  the  fashion  to  seem  white  and  harmless 
— a  sort  ot  token  of  not-guiltiness,  as  I  may  say,  which 
folks  desire  to  show  the  world  whether  they  be  truly 
guilty  or  not ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  guiltiness  or  not-guilti- 
ness argufies  much,  saving  they  be  words  in  the  vardict." 

"  Strange,"  thought  Peveril,  although  the  man  seemed 
to  speak  quite  naturally,  and  without  any  double  meaning, 
^'  strange  that  all  should  apparently  combine  to  realize 
the  plan  of  escape,  could  1  but  give  my  consent  to  it  ! 
And  had  I  not  better  consent  ?  Whoever  does  so  much 
for  lue  juust  wish  me  well,  and  a  well-wisher  would  nerer 
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force  the  unjust  conditions  on  which  I  am  required  to 
Dsent  to  my  liberation." 

But  this  misgiving  of  his  resolution  was  but  for  a  mo* 
mt.  He  speedily  redollectcd,  that  whoever  aided  him 
escaping,  must  be  necessarily  exposed  to  great  riski 
d  had  a  right  to  name  the  stipulation  on  which  he  was 
lling  to  incur  jt.  He  also  recollected  that  falsehood  is 
ually  bnse,  whether  expressed  in  words  or  in  dumb 
>w  ;  and  that  he  should  lie  as  flatly  by  using  the  signal 
reed  upon  in  evidence  of  liis  renouncing  Alice  Bridge- 
rlh,  as  he  would  in  direct  terms  if  he  made  such  rer 
nctation  without  the  purpose  of  abiding  by  it. 
"  ]r  you  would  oblige  me,"  he  said  to  the  turnkey, 
et  me  have  a  piece  of  black  silk  crape  for  the  purpose 
1  mention.'' 

•  Of  crape,"  said  the  fellow  ;  "  what  should  that  sig- 
'  ?  Why,  the  bien  niorts,  who  bing  out  to  tour  at  you/'' 
think  you  a  chimney-sweeper  on  May-day." 
It  will  show  my  settled  sorrow,"  said  Julian,  *'  as  well 
\y  determined  resolution." 

As  you  will,  sir,"  answered  the  fellow ;  '*  I'll  provide 
vith  a  black  rag  of  some  kind  or  other.     So,  now, 
be  moving." 

ian  intimated  his  readiness  to  auend  him,  and  pro- 

d  to  bid  farewell  to  his  late  companion,  the  stout 

ey  Hudson.     The  parting  was  not  without  emotion 

1  sides,  more  particularly  on  that  of  the  poor  little 

*ho  had  taken  a  particular  liking  to  the  companion 

m  he  was  now  about  to  be  deprived.     "  Fare  ye 

le  said,  ^'  my  young  friend,"  taking  Julian's  hand 

lis  own  uplifted  palms,  in  which  action  he  some- 

embled  the  attitude  of  a  sailor  pulling  a  rope  over- 

'Many  in  my  situation  would  think  himself  wrong- 

K>]dier  and  servant  of  the  King's  chamber,  in 

u  removed  to  a  more  honourable  prison  than  that 

m  limited   unto.     Hut,  1  thank  God,  I  grudge 

le  TowcT,  nor  the  Rocks  of  Sciily,  nor  even 

;e  Cf.stle,  though  the  IuIIlt  was  graced  with  the 

VOL.  II. 
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cnptivity  of  my  blessed  nnd  martyred  master.  Go  irhat 
you  will,  I  wish  you  ail  the  distiocdoo  of  an  booouraUa  ' 
prison-house,  and  a  safe  and  speedy  deliveraoce  in  God*s 
own  time.  For  myself,  my  race  is  near  a  close,  and  ibat 
because  I  fall  a  martyr  to  the  over-teoderness  of  my  own 
heart.  Tiierc  is  a  circumstance,  good  Master  Joliao 
Peveril,  which  should  iiavc  been  yours,  had  Providence 
}iermittcd  our  farther  intimacy,  but  it  fits  not  the  present 
hour.  Go,  then,  my  friend,  and  bear  witness  in  life  and 
death,  that  GeofTrey  Hudson  scorns  the  insults  and  per- 
secutions of  fortune,  as  he  would  despise,  and  has  often 
despised,  the  mischievous  pranks  of  an  overgrown  school- 
boy." 

So  saying,  he  turned  away,  and  hid  bis  face  with  his 
little  handkerchief,  while  Julian  felt  towards  him  that 
tragi-comic  sensation  which  makes  us  pity  the  object 
which  excites  it,  not  the  less  that  we  are  somewhat  io- 
clined  to  laugh  amid  our  sympathy.  Tlie  jailer  made 
him  a  signal,  which  Pcvcril  obeyed,  leaving  Uie  dwarf  to 
disconsolate  solitude. 

As  Julian  followed  the  keeper  through  the  various  wind- 
ings of  tin's  penal  labyrinth,  the  man  observed,  that  ^  be 
was  a  rum  fellow,  that  little  Sir  Geoffrey,  and,  for  gallant- 

?,  a  perfect  Cock  of  Bantam,  for  as  old  as  he  was. 
here  was  a  certain  gay  wench,"  he  said,  *^  that  had  hook- 
ed him  ;  but  what  she  could  make  of  him,  save  she 
carried  him  to  Smiihfield,  and  took  money  for  him,  as  for 
a  motion  of  puppets,  it  was,"  he  said,  '^  hard  to  gather." 

Encouraged  by  this  opening,  Julian  asked  if  his  attend- 
ant knew  why  his  prison  was  changed.  '*  To  teach  you 
to  become  a  King's  post  without  commission,"  answered 
the  fellow. 

He  stopped  in  his  tattle  as  they  approached  that  formi- 
dable central  point,  in  which  lay  couched  on  his  leathern 
elbow-chair,  the  fat  commander  of  the  fortress,  stationed 
apparently  for  ever  in  the  midst  of  his  citadel,  as  the  huge 
]ioa  is  sometimes  said  to  lie  stretched  as  a  guard  upon  the 
subterranean  treasures  of  Eastern  Rajahs.  This  over- 
grown man  of  authority  eyed  Julian  wistfully  and  sulleulyi 
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M  the  miser  the  guinea  whicli  he  must  part  with*  or  die 
buDgry  laasliff  die  food  wliicti  is  carrieil  lo  anodier  ken- 
nel. He  gnmleii  to  liiiiiself  as  lie  turned  die  leaves  of 
his  ominous  register,  in  ofdcr  lo  make  the  necessary  entry 
respecting  the  removal  of  liJs  piisonert  "  To  tbe  Tower 
—io  the  Tower — ny,  ay,  oil  muai  lo  the  Tower — that's 
the  fasliion  of  it — free  Unions  to  a  military  prison,  as  if 
we  had  neither  bolts  nor  cliuins  here  I — I  hope  Parliament 
will  have  it  up,  this  Towering  work,  that's  all. — ^Welt,  the 
jounester  will  lake  no  good  by  the  change,  and  that  is  ooe 
comfort." 

Having  finished  at  once  his  official  act  of  registration, 
aod  his  soliloquy,  he  made  a  signal  to  liis  assistants  to  re- 
move Julian,  who  was  led  along  the  same  stern  passages 
which  he  bad  traversed  upon  liis  entrance,  to  the  gate  of 
the  prison,  whence  a  coach,  escorted  by  two  officers  of 
justice,  conveyed  him  to  the  wntcr-sidc. 

A  boat  here  waited  him,  with  four  warders  of  the  Tow- 
er, to  wliose  custody  he  was  formally  resigned  by  bis  iale 
attendants.  Clink,  liowever,  the  turnkey,  with  whom  he 
was  moreespecJallyBcqiminted,  did  not  take,  leave  of  him 
without  furnishing  him  with  die  picceof  black  crape  which 
be  requested.  Pevcril  fixed  it  on  his  hat  amid  the  whim- 
pers ol  his  new  guardians.  "  The  gentleman  is  in  a  hurry 
lo  go  into  mourning,"  said  one ;  "  mayhap  lie  had  better 
wait  till  he  has  cause." 

"  Perhaps  others  may  wear  mourning  for  him,  ere  be 
can  moum  for  any  one,"  answered  anolber  of  these  func- 


Tet,  notwithstanding  the  tenor  of  these  whispers,  dieir 
behaviour  to  their  prisoner  was  more  respectful  than  he 
had  experienced  from  his  former  keepers,  and  might  be 
termed  a  sullen  civihty.  Theordinary  officers  of  the  law 
were  in  general  rude,  as  having  lo  do  with  felons  of  every 
description  ;  whereas  these  men  ^ere  only  employed  with 
perscHis  accused  of  state  crimes — men  who  were  from 
birth  and  circumstances  usually  entitled  to  expect,  and 
able  to  reward,  decent  usage. 
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The  cliange  of  keepers  passed  unnoticed  by  Juli»y  is 
did  the  gny  and  busy  scene  presented  by  tbe  broad  UMi 
beautiful  river  on  which  he  was  now  launched.  A  boa- 
dred  boats  sliot  past  them,  bearing  parties  intent  on  bos* 
ness,  or  on  pleasure.  Julian  only  viewed  tfaera  with 
the  stern  hope,  that  whoever  had  endeavoured  to  bribe 
him  from  his  fidelity  by  the  hope  of  freedom,  might  see, 
from  tlie  colour  of  the  badge  which  he  had  assumed, 
how  determined  he  was  to  resist  the  temptation  presented 
to  him. 

It  was  about  high  water,  and  a  stout  wherry  came  op 
the  river,  with  sail  and  oar,  so  directly  upon  that  in  which 
Julian  was  embarked,  that  it  seemed  as  if  likely  to  luo 
her  aboard.  ^'  Get  your  carabines  ready,**  cried  the  prin- 
cipal warder  to  his  assistants.  ''  What  the  devil  can  these 
scoundrels  mean  ?^' 

But  the  crew  in  the  other  boat  seemed  to  have  perceiv- 
ed their  error,  for  they  suddenly  altered  their  course,  aad 
struck  off  into  the  middle  stream,  while  a  torrent  of  mu- 
tual abuse  was  exchanged  betwixt  them  and  tlie  boat 
whose  course  they  had  tiireatened  to  impede. 

'*  The  Unknown  has  kept  his  faitli,"  said  Julian  to  him- 
self ;  "  I  loo  have  kept  mine." 

It  even  seemed  to  him,  as  the  boats  neared  each  other, 
that  he  heard,  from  the  other  wherry,  something  like  a 
stifled  scream  or  groan  ;  and  when  the  momentary  bustle 
was  over,  he  asked  the  warder  who  sat  next  him,  what 
boat  that  was. 

"  Men-of-war's-mcn  on  a  frolic,  I  suppose,"  answered 
the  warder.  '*  I  know  no  one  else  Would  be  so  impudeot 
as  run  foul  of  the  King's  boat  ;  for  I  am  sure  the  fellow 
put  the  helm  up  on  purpose.  But  mayhap  you,  sir,  know 
more  of  the  matter  than  I  do." 

This  insinuation  effectually  prevented  Julian  from  put- 
ting farther  questions,  and  he  remained  silent  until  the 
boat  came  under  the  duskv  bastions  of  the  Tower.     The 

m 

tide  carried  them  up  under  a  dark  and  lowering  arch, 
closed  at  the  upper  end  by  the  well-known  Traitors'  gate,** 
formed  like  a  wirket  of  huge  intersecting  bars  of  wood. 
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ibrougb  which  might  be  seen  b  dim  auH  iinpcrrect  view 
of  nldiera  and  warders  upon  duly,  and  of  the  sleep  qs- 
ccoding  causeway  u'liicl)  k'uds  up  fjoii)  tlic  river  itilo  the 
inlerior  of  (lie  fortress,  liy  this  gate, — and  itis  the  well- 
knowD  circumstniice  vliich  assigned  its  name, — those 
accused  of  state  crimes  ncrc  usually  cotnmillcd  to  the 
Tower-  The  Thames  nfi:)rdcd  a  secret  and  silent  mode 
of  coDveyRDCG  for  transporting  ihiilier  such  whose  falleo 
fintuoes  might  move  the  commiseration,  or  \Aose  popular 
qualities  might  cxeiie  the  sympatliy,  of  the  pubUc  ;  aod 
even  where  no  cause  for  especial  secrecy  existed,  the 
peace  of  the  city  was  undisturbed  hy  tlie  tumult  attend-  . 
ing  the  pa^sa^e  of  the  prisoner  and  his  guards  through 
tlie  most  frequented  streets. 

Yet  this  custom,  however  recommended  by  stale  policy, 
mtiBt  bare  often  struck  chill  upon  the  heart  of  the  crimi- 
nal, who  thus,  stolen,  as  it  were,  out  of  society,  reached 
ibe  place  of  bis  cfmfinemcnl,  without  encountering  even 
one  glance  of  compassion  on  the  road  ;  and  as,  from  un- 
der the  dusky  arch,  he  landed  on  those  flinty  steps,  worn 
by  many  a  footstep  anxious  as  his  own,  against  which  the 
tide  lapped  fitfully  n  iih  small  successive  waves,  and  thence 
looked  forward  to  the  steep  ascent  into  a  Gothic  state- 
prison,  and  backward  lo  such  part  of  the  river  u  the  ton- 
brow'd  vault  suffered  to  beconie  visible,  he  must  often 
hive  felt  that  he  was  leaving  day-light,  hope,  and  hfe  itself, 
behind  bim. 

While  the  warder's  challenge  was  made  and  answered, 
Peveril  endeovoured  to  obtain  infonnalion  from  his  con- 
duciora  where  be  was  likely  to  be  confined  ;  hut  the  an- 
nrer  was  brief  and  general — "  Where  the  Lieutenant 
■bould  direct." 

"  Could  be  not  be  pomiitied'  to  share  the  imprisonment 
of  bis  father,  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  ?"  He  forgot  not,  on 
this  ■occasion,  to  r  'd  the  surname  of  his  house. 

The  warder,  an  old  man  of  rcs{>cctDblc  appearance, 
■tared,  as  if  at  the  extravagance  of  the  demand,  and  said 
bluntly,  "  It  is  impossible." 
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"  At  least,"  said  Peveril,  *'  show  me  where  mj  fidicr 
is  confined,  that  I  may  look  upoo  the  waUs  which  lepu^ 
ate  us." 

"  Young  gentleman,"  said  the  senior  warder,  shaking 
bis  grey  head,  "lam  sorry  for  you  ;  but  asking  questkxn 
will  do  you  no  service.  In  this  place  we  know  nothing 
of  fathers  and  sons." 

Yet  chance  seemed,  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  to 
offer  Peveril  that  satisfaction  which  the  rigour  of  his  keep- 
ers was  disposed  to  deny  to  him.  As  he  was  conveyed  np 
the  steep  passage  which  leads  under  what  is  called  the 
.  Wakefield  Tower,  a  female  voice,  in  a  tone  wherein  grief 
and  joy  were  indescribably  mixed,  exclaimed,  "  My  soa! 
—My  dear  son  !" 

Even  those  who  guarded  Julian,  seemed  softened  by  a 
tone  of  such  acute  feeling.  They  slackened  their  pace. 
They  almost  paused  to  permit  him  to  look  up  towards  the 
casement  from  which  the  sounds  of  maternal  agony  pro- 
ceeded ;  but  the  aperture  was  so  narrow  and  so  closelv 
grated,  that  nothing  was  visible  save  a  white  female  hand, 
which  grasped  one  of  those  rusty  barricadoes,  as  if  for 
Bup)K)rting  the  person  within,  while  another  streamed  a 
white  handkerchief,  and  tlieu  let  it  fall.  The  casement 
was  instcmtly  deserted. 

"  Give  it  me,"  said  Julian  to  the  officer  who  lifted  die 
handkerchief;  "  it  is  perhaps  a  mother's  last  gift." 

The  old  warder  lifted  the  na])kin,  and  looked  at  it  with 
the  jealous  minuteness  of  one  who  is  accustomed  to  de- 
tect secret  correspondence  in  the  most  trifling  acts  of 
intercourse. 

"  There  may  he  writing  on  it  with  invisible  ink,"  said 
one  of  his  comrades. 

"  It  is  wetted,  but  I  think  it  is  only  with  tears,"  an- 
swered the  senior.  "  I  cannot  keep  it  from  the  poor 
younji;  g(»ntleman/* 

"  Ah,  Master  Coleby,"  said  his  comrade,  in  a  gentle  tone 
of  n^proacli,  ''  you  would  have  been  wearing  a  better 
cont  than  a  yeoman's  to-day,  had  it  not  been  for  your 
tender  heart." 
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**  II  signifies  Hide,"  suid  old  Coleby,  "  nliilo  my  heart 
ia  true  to  my  King,  wlial  1  feci  in  discliargiiig  my  duty, or 
what  coat  keeps  my  old  bosom  frojii  the  cold  weather." 

Pevtiril,  memikvhjle,  folded  in  hia  breast  ihu  token  of 
hia  mother's  affection  whicii  chance  had  favoured  him 
with  ;  and  when  placed  in  the  small  and  solitary  chamber 
which  he  was  told  to  consider  as  his  own  during  his  resi- 
dence in  the  Tower,  he  was  southed  even  to  weeping  by 
this  trifling  circumstance,  nhicli  he  could  not  help  consid- 
ering aa  an  omen,  that  his  unforlunate  house  was  not  en- 
tirely   deserted  by  Providence. 

iiut  the  llioughts  and  occiirrcnces  of  a  prison  arc  loo 
uniform  for  a  narrative,  and  we  niuiit  now  convey-  our 
readers  into  a  more  bustling  scene. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

i»l  I  are  rrit-ndi ; 


The  spacious  mansion  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham* 
with  the  (lemesnc  belonging  to  it,  originally  bore  the  name 
of  York  House,  and  occupied  a  Targe  portion  of  the 
ground  adjacent  to  tlie  Savoy. 

This  hud  been  laid  out  by  the  munificence  of  his  father^ 
the  favourite  of  Charles  the  First,  in  a  niojt  splendid  man- 
ner, so  as  almost  to  rival  Whitehall  itself.  Itut  during  ilia 
increasing  rage  for  building  new  streets,  and  the  crcatingof 
almost  an  additional  town,  in  oi'der  to  connect  London  and 
Westminster,  this  ground  had  bucoine  of  very  great  value  ^ 
and  the  second  Dukoof  Buckiii;;iiam,  who  wa^  at  once  fond 
of  scheming,  and  needy  of  money, had  agreed  to  a  plan  laid 
itcforc  him  by  some  udvenlnrons  awhitccl,  for  converting 
the  extensive  grounds  around  his  pulacu  into  tlioae  streets, 
lanes,  and  court';,  whinli  still   perpeluale   his  name  ami 
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titles  ;  though  those  who  livo  io  Buckin^am  Sutdi 
Duke  Struct,  ViUiers'  Street,  or  in  Or*alley,  (Ibr  efea 
that  connecting  particle  is  locally  coin oiemora ted,)  pn^ 
bably  think  seldom  of  the  memory  of  the  witty,  eccentric, 
nnd  licentious  George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
whose  titles  are  preserved  in  the  names  of  their  residence 
and  its  neighbourhood. 

This  building-plan  the  Duke  had  entered  upon  withtl 
the  eagerness  which  he  usually  attached  to  novelty.  Hit 
gardens  were  destroyed — his  pavilions  levelled — his  splen- 
did stables  demolished — the  whole  pomp  of  his  suburban 
demesne  laid  waste,  cumbered  with  ruins,  and  intersected 
with  tlie  foundations  of  new  buildings  and  cellars,  and 
the  process  of  levelling  differeot  lines  for  the  intended 
streets.  But  the  undertaking,  although  it  proved  after- 
wards both  lucrative  and  successful,  met  with  a  check  at 
the  outset,  partly  from  want  of  tlie  necessary  funds,  partly 
from  the  impatient  and  mercurial  temper  of  the  Duke, 
which  soon  carried  him  off  in  pursuit  of  some  more  new 
object.  So  that,  though  much  was  demolished,  very  litde, 
in  comparison,  was  reared  up  in  the  stead,  and  nothing 
was  completed.  The  principal  part  of  the  ducal  mansion 
still  remained  uninjured  ;  but  the  demesne  in  which  it 
stood  bore  a  strange  analogy  to  the  irregular  mind  of  its 
noble  owner.  Here  stood  a  beautiful  group  of  exotic 
trees  and  shrubs,  the  remnant  of  the  garden,  amid  yawn- 
ing common-sewers  and  heaps  of  rubbish.  In  one  place 
an  old  tower  threatened  to  fall  upon  the  spectator  ;  and  in 
another,  he  ran  the  risk  of  being  swallowed  up  by  a 
modern  vault.  Grandeur  of  conception  could  be  discov- 
ered in  the  undertaking,  but  was  almost  every  where  mar- 
red by  poverty  or  negligence  of  execution. 

In  short,  the  whole  place  was  the  true  emblem  of  nn 
understanding  and  talents  run  to  waste,  and  become  more 
dangerous  than  advantageous  to  society,  by  the  want  of 
steady  principle,  and  the  improvidence  of  the  possessor. 

Tiiere  were  men  who  took  a  different  view  of  the 
Duke's  purpose  in  permitting  his  mansion  to  be  thus  sur- 
rounded, and  his  demesne  occupied  by  modern  buildings 
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wliicb  were  iacoinplctc,  anil  ancient  wbich  vero  but  half 
demolislieil.  Tliey  alleged,  that,  engaged  ai  be  was  in 
fo  man/  mysteries  of  love  and  of  politics,  and  having  die 
character  of  the  most  daring  and  dangerous  intriguer  of 
liis  time,  liis  Grace  found  it  convenient  to  surround  bim- 
seK  with  Ihis  ruinous  arena,  tiiio  ivliich  oflicers  of  justice 
could  not  penetrate  witlinut  some  dllHculty  and  hazard  ; 
and  which  niigiit  afTnrd,  upon  occasion,  a  safe  and  secret 
abetter  for  such  tools  as  were  fit  for  desperate  enterprizes, 
and  a  private  and  unobserved  mode  of  access  to  thoM 
whom  be  might  Iiavc  any  special  reason  for  receiving  io 
secret. 

Leaving  Peveril  in  the  Tower,  we  must  once  more 
convey  our  readers  to  the  levee  of  ilic  Duke,  who,  on 
the  morning  of  Julian's  transference  to  that  fortress,  thus 
tddressed  his  minister-in-c!iief,  and  principal  attendant: 
— "  I  have  been  so  plensed  with  your  conduct  in  this 
matiert  Jerningliam,  that  if  Old  Nick  were  to  arise  in  our 
jwcscncc,  and  ofTer  me  bis  best  imp  as  a  famihar  in  thy 
room,  I  would  hold  it  but  a  poor  compliment." 

"  A  legion  of  imps,"  said  Jerninghani,  bowing,  "  could 
not  bave  been  more  busy  than  I  in  your  Grace's  service  ; 
but  if  your  Grace  will  permit  rae  to  say  so,  your  whole 
plaa  was  well  nigh  marred  by  youc  not  returning  home 
till  last  night,  or  rathCr  this  morning." 

"  And  why,  I  pray  you,  sage  Master  Jerningham,"  said 
his  Grace,  "  should  1  have  returned  home  an  instant 
fooucr  than  my  pleasure  and  convenience  served  }" 

"  Nay,  my  Iiord  Duke,"  replied  the  attendant,  "  I 
know  not  ;  only,  when  you  sent  us  word  by  Empson,  in 
Cbif&nch's  apartment,  to  command  us  to  make  sure  of  tho 
f;irl  at  any  rate,  and  at  nil  risks,  you  said  you  would  ba 
licro  so  soon  as  yovi  couh!  get  freed  of  the  King." 

"  Freed  of  the  King,  you  rascal !  What  sort  of  phrase 
is  that?"  demanded  the  Duke. 

'  It  was  Eiiip^ou  who  used  it,  my  lord,  as  coming  from 
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<*  Tliere  is  much  very  6t  for  ray  Grace  to  say,  that 
l>ccoines  such  mouths  as  Empson's  or  yours  to  repeat,"  aa- 
swored  the  Duke,  haughtily,  but  instantly  resumed  fail 
tone  of  familiarity,  for  his  humour  was  as  capricious  as  bb 
pui*suits.  "  But  I  know  what  thou  wouMst  have  ;  firH,, 
your  wisdom  would  know  what  became  of  me  since  thoo 
lindst  my  commands  at  Chiffinch's  ;  and  next,  your  vakmr 
would  fain  sound  another  flourish  of  trumpets  on  tlmie 
own  most  artificinl  retreat,  leaving  thy  comrade  in  ibe 
hands  of  the  Philistines." 

'*  May  it  please  your  Grace,"  said  Jemingham,  "  I 
did  but  retreat  for  the  preservation  of  the  baggage." 

"  What !  do  you  play  at  crambo  with  me  ?"  said  the 
Duke.  ''  I  would  have  you  know  that  the  common  parish 
fool  should  be  whipt,  were  he  to  attempt  to  pass  pun  or 
quodlibet  as  a  genuine  jest,  even  amongst  ticket-portas 
and  liiickncy-cliairmen." 

**  And  yet  I  have  heard  \  our  Grace  indul^je  in  tbeyea 
dc  mots,^^  answered  the  attcMuiant. 

"  Sirrah  Jemingham,"  answered  the  piitron,  *'  discard 
thy  memory,  or  keep  it  under  correction,  else  it  will  ham- 
pc?r  tliy  rise  in  the  world.  Thou  mayst  perchance  have 
seen  me  also  have  a  fancy  to  play  at  trap-hall,  or  to  kiss 
a  serving-wench,  or  to  guzzle  ale  and  eat  toasted  cheese 
in  a  porlerly  whimsy  ;  hut  is  it  fitting  thou  shouMst  re- 
member such  follies  ?  No  more  on't. — Hark  you  ;  liow 
came  the  long  luhhorly  fool,  Jenkins,  being  a  master  of 
the  noble  science  of  defence,  to  suffer  himself  to  be  nin 
through  the  body  so  simply  by  a  rustic  sw*ain  like  this 
same  Peveril  ?" 

**  Please  your  Grace,  this  same  Corydon  is  no  such 
novice.  I  saw  the  onset  ;  and,  except  in  one  hand,  I 
never  saw  a  sword  managed  with  such  life,  grace,  aiid 
facility." 

"  Ay,  indeed  ?''  said  the  Duke,  taking  his  own  sheathed 
rapier  in  his  baud,  "  I  could  not  have  thought  that.  1  am 
somewhat  rusted,  and  have  need  of  breathing.  Peveril 
is  a  name  of  note.  As  well  go  to  Barns-elms,  or  behind 
Afontaguc  House,  with  him  as  with  another.  His  father 
a  rumoured  plotter  too.     The  public  would  have  noted  it 
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io  me  as  becoming  a  zealous  Protestant.  Needful  I  do 
aomething  to  niuiniaia  iny  good  name  in  the  ctty,  to  itoae 
for  non-allendancc  on  ))niyer  and  pieacliing.  But  your 
Laertes  is  fust  in  the  Fle<:t ;  and  1  sujipose  liis  blundering 
blockhead  of  an  antagonist  is  dead  or  dying." 

"  Recovering,  iny  tord,  on  ibe  ccfntrary,"  raplied  Jer- 
lUDgham  ;  "  the  blade  fortunately  avoided  his  vitals." 

"  D — n  his  vitals  !"  answered  llic  Duke.  "  Tell  him 
to  postpone  his  recovery,  or  I  will  put  him  to  death  ia 


"  I  will  caution  his  sui^coo,"  said  Jeroingbani,  "  wbicb 
wiD  answer  equally  well." 

"  Do  so  ;  and  tell  him  he  had  better  be  on  his  ova 
death-bed  ns  cure  his  patient  till  1  send  him  notice. — That 
young  fellbw  must  be  let  loose  again  at  no  rate." 

"  There  is  little  danger,"  said  ilie  attendant.  "  I  hear 
•ome  of  the  witnesses  have  got  their  net  Hung  over  him 
OD  account  of  some  matters  down  in  tlie  north  ;  and  that 
be  is  to  be  translated  to  the  Tower  for  that,  and  (or  some 
letters  of  tlie  Countess  of  Derby,  as  rumour  goes." 

"  To  the  Tower  let  him  go,  and  get  out  as  h^  can," 
replied  the  Duke  ;  "  and  when  you  hear  he  is  fast  there, 
let  the  fencing  fL-llnw  recover  as  fast  as  the  surgeon  and 
be  can  mutually  settle  it." 

The  Duke,  having  said  this,  took  two  or  three  turns  id 
the  aparlnieot,  and  appeared  to  be  in  deep  thought.  Hii 
attendant  wuiit-d  the  isskic  of  Iiis  meditations  at  leisure, 
being  well  aware  that  such  moods,  during  which  Ins  mind 
iras  strongly  directed  in  one  iwiiit,  were  never  of  so  long 
duratiui  wit!i  his  patron  as  to  prove  a  severe  burden  to 
his  own  patience. 

Accordingly,  after  the  silence  of  seven  or  eight  min- 
ulei,  the  Duke  broke  through  it,  taking  from  the  toilctto 
a  large  silk  purse,  which  seemed  full  of  gold.  "  Jcrning- 
bam,"  he  said,  "  tiinu  art  a  faithful  fellow,  and  it  would 
be  sin  not  to  chcrisii  thee.  I  heat  the  King  at  Mall  on 
liis  bold  defiance.  The  honour  is  enough  for  me  }  and 
iImhj,  my  boy,  shall  have  the  wimiings." 
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Jcrningham  pocketed  the  purse  with  duo  acknowledg- 
ments. 

"  Jcrningham,"  his  Grace  continued^  "  I  know  yoa 
blame  me  for  changing  my  plans  too  often  ;  and  on  nj 
soul  1  have  heard  you  so  learned  on  the  subject,  dnt  I 
have  become  of  your  opinion,  and  have  been  vexed  at 
myself  for  two  or  three  hours  together,  for  not  sucking 
as  constantly  to  one  object,  as  doubtless  I  shall,  when  i§e 
(touching  his  forehead)  shall  make  this  same  weathercock 
too  rusty    to  turn  with  the  changing  breeze.     But  as  yei, 
while  I  hare  spirit  and  action,  let  it  whirl  like  the  vane  at 
the  mast-head,  which  teaches  the  pilot  how  to  steer  bis 
course  ;  and  when  I  sliift  mine,  think  I  am  bound  to  foir 
low  fortune,  and  not  to  control  her." 

*'  I  can  understand  nothing  from  all  this,  please  your 
Grace,"  replied  Jemingliam,  '^  save  that  you  have  been 
pleased  to  change  some  purposed  measures,  and  think 
that  you  have  profited  by  doing  so." 

"  You  sliall  judge  yourself,"  replied  the  Duke.  "  I  have 
seen  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth. — You  start.  It  is  true, 
by  Heaven  !  I  have  seen  her,  and  from  sworn  enemies 
we  have  become  sworn  friends.  The  treaty  between 
such  high  and  niighty  powers  had  some  weighty  articles ; 
besides,  I  had  a  Frencii  negocintor  to  deal  witli  ;  so  that 
you  will  allow  a  few  hours'  absence  was  but  a  necessary 
inter\'al  to  make  up  our  matters  of  diplomacy." 

"  Your  Grace  astonishes  me,"  said  Jemingham. 
"  Christian's  plan  of  supplanting  the  great  lady  is  then 
entirely  abandoned  ?  I  thought  you  had  but  desired  to  have 
the  fair  successor  here,  in  order  to  carry  it  ca  under  your 


own  manauiement." 


"  I  forget  what  I  meant  at  the  time,"  said  the  Duke ; 
'^  unless  that  I  was  resolved  she  should  not  jilt  me  as 
she  did  the  good-natured  man  of  royalty  ;  and  so  I  am 
still  determined,  since  you  put  me  in  mind  of  the  fair 
Dowsuhclle.  But  I  had  a  contrite  note  from  the  Duch- 
ess while  we  were  at  the  Mall.  I  went  to  see  her,  and 
^und  her  a  perfect  Niohe. — On  my  soul,  in  spite  of  red 
eyes  and  swelled  features,  and  dishevelled  hair,  there  ar^ 
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ifter  al),  Jerningham,  some  women,  who  do,  as  tlie  poets 
Hy,  look  lovely  in  aflliction.  Out  came  the  cause ;  and 
with  such  humility,  such  penitence,  such  throwing  herself 
OD  ray  mercy,  (she  tlie  proudest  devil,  loo,  in  tite  whole 
Court,)  that  I  must  have  had  heart  of  steel  to  re»st  it  all. 
la  short,  Chillinch  in  a  drunken  fit  had  played  the  bab- 
bler, and  let  young  Savilie  into  our  intrigue.  Saville 
plays  the  rogue,  and  informs  the  Duchess  by  a  messen- 
ger, who  luckily  came  a  little  late  into  the  market.  She 
letraed,  too,  being  a  very  devil  for  intelligence,  that  tliere 
had  been  some  jarring  between  tlie  master  and  me  about 
this  new  Philhs ;  and  that  I  was  most  likely  to  catch  tlie 
bird^^^s  any  one  may  see  who  looks  on  us  both.  It 
must  hare  been  Empson  who  fluted  all  this  into  her 
Grace's  ear  ;  and  thinking  she  saw  how  her  ladyship  and 
I  could  bunt  in  couples,  she  entreats  me  to  break  Chris- 
tian's scheme,  and  keep  the  wench  out  of  the  King's  sight, 
especially  if  she  were  such  a  rare  piece  of  perfection  as 
fame  has  reported  her. 

"  And  your  Grace  has  promised  her  your  hand  to  up- 
hold the  influence  which  you  have  so  often  threatened  to 
ruin  i"  said  Jerningham. 

"  Ay,  Jerningham  ;  my  turn  was  as  much  served  when 
•he  seemed  to  own  herself  in  my  power,  and  cry  me 
merey. — And  observe,  it  Is  all  one  to  me  by  which  lad- 
der I  climb  into  the  King's  cabinet.  That  of  Portsmouth 
.  is  ready  fixed — better  a.scend  by  it  than  fling  it  down  to 
put  up  another — 1  liatc  ail  unnecessary  trouble." 

"  And  Chiistian  i"  said  Jerningham. 

"  May  go  to  the  devil  for  a  self-conceited  ass.  One 
pleasure  of  this  twist  of  intrigue  is,  to  revenge  me  of  that 
villain,  who  thought  himself  so  essential,  that,  by  Heaven ! 
be  forced  himself  on  my  privacy,  and  lectured  me  like  a 
school-boy.  Hang  the  cold-blooded  hypocrilicai  vermin  ! 
If  he  mutters,  I  will  have  his  nose  slit  as  wide  as  Coven- 
lry's.'*-Hork  ye,  is  the  Colonel  come  ?" 

"  I  expect  him  every  moment,  your  Grace." 

J  6*      TOL.    II.  ^ 
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"  Send  bim  up  when  be  arrives,'*  said  the  Duke.^^ 
**  Why  do  you  stand  looking  at  me  ?  What  would  yos 
have  ?" 

*'  Your  Grace's  direction  respecting  the  young  ladjy" 
said  Jemingham. 

**  Odd  zooks,"  said  tlie  Duke,  "  I  had  totally  ibrgol- 
ten  her. — Is  site  very  tearful  ? — Exceedingly  afflicted  T 

*'  She  does  not  take  on  so  violently  as  I  have  seen  some 
do,"  said  Jemingham  ;  *'  but,  for  a  strong,  firm,  concen- 
trated indignation,  I  have  seen  none  to  match  her." 

**  Well,  we  will  permit  her  to  cool.  I  will  npt  face  the 
affliction  of  a  second  fair  one  immediately.  I  am  tired 
of  snivelling,  and  swelled  eyes,  and  blubbered  cheeki, 
for  some  time  ;  anc'-,  moreover,  must  husband  my  pow- 
ers of  consolation.     Begone,  and  send  the  Colonel." 

"  Will  your  Grace  permit  me  one  otlier  question  T 
demanded  his  confidant. 

'^  Ask  what  thou  wilt,  Jemingham,  and  then  be  gone." 

"  Your  Grace  has  determined  to  give  up  Christian," 
said  the  attendant.  '^  May  1  ask  what  becomes  of  the 
kingdom  of  Man  ?" 

**  Forgotten,  as  I  have  a  Christian  soul  !"  said  the 
Duke  ;  '*  as  mucii  forgotten  as  if  I  had  never  nourished 
that  scheme  of  royal  ambition. — D — n  it,  we  miL^t  knit 
up  the  ravelled  skein  of  that  intrigue. — ^Yct  it  is  but  a 
miserable  rock,  not  worth  the  trouble  1  have  been  bestow- 
ing on  it  ;  and  for  a  kingdom — it  has  a  sound,  indeed  ; 
but,  in  reality,  I  might  as  well  stick  a  cock-chicken's 
feather  into  my  hat,  and  call  it  a  plume.  Besides,  now 
I  think  upon  it,  it  would  scarce  be  honourable  to  sweep 
that  petty  royalty  out  of  Derby's  possession.  I  won  a 
tliousand  pieces  of  the  young  Earl  when  he  was  last  here, 
and  suffered  him  to  hang  about  me  at  Court.  I  question 
if  tlie  whole  revenue  of  his  kingdom  is  worth  twice  as 
much.  Easily  I  could  win  it  of  him,  were  he  here,  with 
less  trouble  than  it  would  cost  me  to  carry  on  thes4 
trouhlesome  intrigues  of  Christian's." 
P  **  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  please  your  Grace," 
answered  Jerninghain,  ''  although  your  Grace  is  perhaps 
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■omercliat  liable  to  cliange  your  mind,  no  man  in  Ei^and 
OBn  ftlibrd  better  reasons  for  doin^  so." 

*^  I  think  so  myself,  Juniin^liaiii,"  said  the  Duke ; 
"  and  it  may  be  il  is  cne  reu^un  Sot  my  clianging.  One 
likes  to  vindicate  his  own  conduct,  and  to  find  out  Gna 
reasons  for  doing  what  one  has  a  mind  to. — And  now, 
once  again,  be  gone.  Or,  hark  ye — hark  ye — 1  sbatl 
need  some  loose  gold.  You  may  leave  the  purse  I  gave 
you  ;  and  1  will  give  you  an  order  for  as  much,  and  two 
years*  interest,  on  old  Jacob  Doublefee." 

**  Aa  your  Grace  pleases,"  said  Jeroingham,  his  whole 
stock  of  complaisance  scarcely  able  to  conceal  his  mor- 
tification at  exchanging  for  a  distant  order,  of  a  kind 
which  of  late  had  not  been  very  regularly  honoured,  the 
sunny  contents  of  the  purse  which  had  actually  been  in 
bis  [lOcket.  Secretly  but  solemnly  did  ho  make  a  vow, 
that  two  years'  interest  alone  should  nut  be  the  compen- 
sation for  this  involuntary  exctiungc  in  the  form  of  hts 
remuneration. 

As  the  discontented  dependant  left  the  apartment,  he 
met,  at  die  head  of  tiie  grand  staircase.  Christian  himself, 
who,  exercising  the  freedom  of  au  ancient  friend  of  the 
bou»,  was  making  his  way  ununnouiiced,  to  the  Duke's 
dressing-nparlment.  Jerningham,  conjecturing  that  his 
▼)«t  at  tliis  crisis  would  be  anytliing  but  well-timed,  or  . 
well-taken,  endeavoured  to  avert  his  purpose,  by  assert- 
ing that  the  Duke  was  indisposed,  and  in  his  bed-ch.im- 
ber  ;  and  this  he  said  so  loud  that  his  master  might  hear 
him,  and,  if  he  pleased,  realize  the  apolog}'  which  he  of- 
fered in  bis  name,  by  retreating  into  the  bed-room  as  bis 
last  sanctuary,  and  drawing  tlie  bolt  against  intrusion. 

But,  far  from  sdoptirig  a  stratagem  lo  which  he  had 
bad  recourse  on  former  occasions,  in  order  to  avoid  those 
who  came  upon  him,  though  at  an  appointed  hour  and 
upon  buHness  of  importance,  Buckingham  called,  in  a 
loucf  roicc,  from  his  dres^ing'Spartnicnt,  commanding  his 
cliamberlain  instantly  to  iiiirudiKic  his  good  friend  Master 
Cltristian,  and  censuring  him  for  hesitating  for  an  instant 
to  do  so. 
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**  Now,"  thought  Jerningham  within  bimsdf,  '*  if  Cfarii- 
tian  knew  the  Duke  as  well  as  I  do,  he  would  aooHr 
stand  the  leap  of  a  lion,  like  die  London  prentice  baU, 
tlian  venture  on  my  master  at  this  moment,  who  is  efsn 
DOW  in  a  humour  nearly  as  dangerous  as  the  animal." 

He  tiien  ushered  Christian  into  his  master's  preieacf, 
taking  care  to  post  himself  within  ear-shot  of  the  door. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

"  Speak  ml  of  okeans,  wliea  ibere'i  clHne»  cf 

The  captaio  mid,  as  ladiet  writhed  ikw  seek 

To  we  the  dying  dolpliin  flap  tbe  deck  : 

**  If  we  go  down,  on  us  thiNe  gfotry  sap  ; 

We  dine  u|K>n  thoin.  if  we  haul  tbem  up. 

Wise  men  applaud  ua  wlieu  we  eaC  l|ie  ealen. 

As  the  devil  laughs  when  keen  fi>lks  cheat  the  cheaten.* 

TkeSm  Vf^^t, 

There  was  nothing  in  the  Duke^s  manner  towards 
Christian  which  could  have  conveyed  to  that  latter  per- 
sonage, experienced  as  he  was  in  the  worst  possible  wap 
of  the  world,  that  Buckingham  would,  at  that  particular 
moment,  nnther  have  seen  the  devil  tlian  himself;  unless 
it  was  that  Buckingham's  reception  of  him,  being  rather 
extraordinarily  courteous  towards  so  old  an  acquaintance, 
might  have  excited  some  degree  of  suspicion. 

Having  escaped  with  some  difficulty  from  the  vague 
region  of  general  compliments,  which  bears  the  same  re- 
lation to  that  of  business  that  Milton  informs  us  the  £«■- 
bo  Pairum  has  to  the  sensible  and  material  earth,  Chris- 
tian asked  his  Grace  of  Buckingham,  whh  tlie  same  bluol 
plainness  with  which  he  usually  veiled  a  very  deep  and 
artificial  character,  whether  he  had  lately  seen  Chiffincb 
or  his  help-mate  ? 
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"  Neither  of  them  lately,"  answered  Buckingham. 
**  Have  001  you  waited  on  them  yourself? — I  t'lotiglit  you 
would  huve  been  nuiru  anxious  ubout  tlic  ^i'c:it  Hcheiiie." 

"  I  huve  called  once  nnd  H;;<iin,"  suid  Ohrisimn,  "  but 
I  can  |ain  no  access  to  tlie  sij^hl  of  that  important  couple. 
I  begin  to  be  afraid  tlicy  arc  paltering  niih  me." 

"  Which,  by  the  tvejkin  and  its  stars,  you  would  not 
be  slow  ia  arcnguig,  Master  Christian.  1  know  your  pu- 
ritanical principles  on  that  point  well,"  suid  the  Duke. 
"  Revenge  may  be  well  said  to  be  sweet,  vitea  so  many 
grave  and  wise  men  are  readv  to  exchange  for  it  ol!  the 
■u^r-pl urns  which  plea«uru3  offer  to  the  poor  sinful  peo- 
ple of  the  world,  besides  the  reversion  of  those  wiiichthcy 
talk  of  expectini^  in  the  «ay  of  pott  obit. 

"  You  may  jest,  my  lord,"  said  Christian,  "  but  still — " 

"  But  still  you  will  be  revenged  on  Chiflinch,  and  hi! 
Gttle  commodious  companion.  And  yet  the  task  mny  bo 
difficult — Chiffinch  has  so  ninny  ways  of  obliging  his 
master — his  little  woman  is  sileh  a  convenient  pretty  sort 
of  a  screen,  and  has  such  winning  little  ways  of  her  own, 
that,  in  faith,  in  your  case,  I  would  not  meddle  with  them. 
What  is  this  refusing  their  door,  man  ?  We  all  do  it  to 
our  best  friends  now  and  then,  as  well  as  to  duns  and  dull 
eonpany." 

"  If  your  Grace  is  in  a  liumour  of  rambling  thus  wild- 
Ijr  in  your  talk,"  said  Christian,  "  you  know  my  old  fac- 
uhy  of  patience— ±1  can  wait  till  it  be  your  pleasure  to 
lalk  more  seriously." 

"  Seriously  !"  said  Ins  Grace — "  Wherefore  not  ? — I 
only  wait  to  know  what  your  serious  business  may  be." 

**  In  a  word,  my  lord,  from  Chi/Iinch's  refusal  to  see 
me,  and  some  vain  calls  which  I  have  made  at  your 
Grace's  mansion,  I  am  afraid  either  that  our  plan  has 
miscarried,  or  that  there  is  some  intention  to  exclude  mo 
from  the  farther  conduct  of  the  matter."  Christian  pro- 
nounced these  words  witli  ronsiUt'ralile  emphasis. 

"That  were  folly,  as  well  as  Ireadirry,"  returned  the 
Duke,  "  to  exclude  from  the  spoil  the  very  engineer  wlio 
conducted  the  attack.  But  hark  ye,  Chrisiian— 1  am 
sorry  lo  tell  bad  news  witliout  preparation  ;  but  as  you 
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innst  OD  knowing  the  worsi,  and  are  not  ashamed  to  m- 
pect  your  best  friends,  out  it  must  come— Your  niece  h& 
Cliiffinclf s  house  the  morning  before  yesterday." 

Christian  staggered,  as  if  he  had  received  a  sefcre 
blow  ;  and  the  blood  ran  to  his  face  in  such  a  current  of 
passion,  that  the  Duice  concluded  he  was  struck  with  in 
apoplexy.  But,  exerting  the  extraordinary  commad 
which  he  could  maintain  under  the  most  trying  circam- 
stances,  he  said,  with  a  voice,  the  composure  of  which 
had  an  unnatural  contrast  with  the  alteration  of  his  caa^ 
tenance,  **  Am  I  to  conclude,  that,  in  leaWng  the  |mo- 
tection  of  the  roof  in  which  I  placed  her,  the  girl  his 
found  shelter  under  ttmt  of  your  Grace  ?" 

"  Sir,"  replied  Buckingham,  gravely,  "  the  supposi- 
tion does  my  gallantry  more  credit  than  it  deserves.** 
%  **  Oh,  my  Lord  Duke,**  answered  Chsistian,  "  I  am 
not  one  whom  you  can  impose  on  by  this  species  of  court- 
ly jargon.  I  know  of  what  your  Grace  is  capable ;  and 
that,  to  gratify  the  caprice  of  a  moment,  you  would  not 
hesitat^  to  disappoint  even  the  schemes  at  which  you  your- 
self have  laboured  most  busily. — Suppose  this  jest  played 
ofT.  Take  your  laugh  at  those  simple  precautions  by 
which  1  intended  to  protect  your  Grace's  interest,  as  well 
as  that  of  others.  Let  us  know  the  extent  of  your  froEc, 
and  consider  how  far  its  consequences  can  be  repaired.** 

**  On  my  word,  Christian,"  said  the  Duke,  laughing, 
**  you  are  the  n)ost  obliging  of  uncles  and  of  guardians. 
Let  your  niece  pass  through  as  many  adventures  as  Boc- 
cacio's  bride  of  the  King  of  Garba,  you  care  not.  Pure 
or  soiled,  she  will  still  make  the  footstool  of  your  fortune.** 

An  Indian  proverb  says,  that  the  dart  of  contempt  will 
even  pierce  through  the  shell  of  the  tortoise  ;  but  this  is 
more  peculiarly  the  case  when  conscience  tells  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sarcasm  that  it  is  justly  merited.  Christian, 
stung  with  Buckingham's  reproach,  at  once  assumed  a 
hanglity  and  threatening  mien,  totally  inconsistent  with 
that  in  which  sufferance  seemed  to  be  as  much  his  badge 
as  that  of  Shylock.  "  You  arc  a  foul-mouthed  and  most 
unworthy  lord,*'  he  said  ;  '*  and  as  such  I  will  |iroclaim 
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vou,  unless  you  make  reparation  for  tlie  injury  yoti  bars 
done  me." 

"  And  what,"  said  the  Duke  of  Duckingham,  **  shaH 
1  proclaim  yuu,  that  can  give  you  the  knsi  title  to  notico 
from  such  as  1  am  ?  What  name  aliall  I  bcslov  on  the 
little  (ransaciion  nliich  liaa  given  rise  to  such  unexpected 
misunderstanding  ?" 

Christian  was  silent,  either  from  rage  or  frcnn  meDla) 
eonticiion. 

"  Come,  come,  Christian,"  said  the  Duke,  amtling, 
"  ve  know  too  much  of  each  oilier  to  make  a  quarrel 
Hfe.  Hate  each  other  wc  may — clrcitinvent  each  oihec 
—it  is  the  way  of  Courts — but  proclaim  I— a  &co  for  tbe 
phrase." 

"  1  used  it  not,"  said  Christian,  "  till  your  Grace  drove 
me  to  extremity.  You  know,  my  lord,  I  have  roi^|t 
both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  you  should  not  rushly  ibillR" 
tbat  I  will  endure  any  indignity  which  blood  can  wip« 
■way." 

"  On  tlie  contrary,"  said  the  Diikc,  with  the  sune  cItU 
■nd  sneering  manutdf,  "  1  cnn  confideuily  aasorT,  tbat  tho 
life  of  half  a  score  of  your  friends  would  seem  very  light 
to  you.  Christian,  if  their  eKJstence  interfered,  1  io  not 
say  with  your  chardcicr.aa  being  a  thin;;  of  much  less  con- 
sequence, but  with  any  advantage  which  their  exiatenco 
might  intercept. — Fie  upon  it,  man,  wo  have  known  each 
other  long.  1  never  tJiuught  yon  a  coward  ;  .irid  am  only 
glad  to  sec  [  could  strike  a  fun-  sparkliis  of  lieat  out  of 
your  cold  and  coii-stant  tIis{io<:itJoii.  I  will  now,  if  you 
please,  tell  you  at  once  the  fate  of  the  young  lady,  in 
whicli  I  pray  you  to  believe  that  I  am  truly  interested." 

"  I  hear  you,  my  Lord  Duke,"  said  Christian.  "  The 
curl  of  your  upper-lip,  and  your  eyebrow,  does  not  escape 
nM.  Your  Grace  knows  the  French  proverb,  '  He  laughs 
best  who  laughs  last.'     But  I  hear  you." 

"  Thank  Heaven  you  do,"  said  Buckingham  ;  "  for 
vnur  case  requires  basic,  I  promise  you,  and  involves  no 
latigliing  mailer.  W.ll  then,  hear  a  simple  truth,  on 
nliicli  (if  it  bccumt.'  mu  to  offer  any  pledge  for  wbit  I 
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assert  to  be  sucli)  I  could  pledge  life,  fortune,  and  honoor. 
It  w:is  tlic  morning  hefore  last,  when  inectitig  wiih  the 
King  at  Chiniuch's  unexpectedly — in  fact  I  had  looked  ia 
to  fool  an  hour  away,  and  to  Icarn  how  your  scberae  id- 
vanced — I  saw  a  singular  scene.      Your  niece  terrified 
little  Chiffinch — (the   hen  Cliiflinch,  I  mean  ;)  bid  the 
King  defiance  to  his  teeth,  and  walked  out  of  the  pre^ 
cnce  triumphantly,  under  the  guardianship  of  a  young 
fellow  or  little  mark  or  likelihood,  excepting  a  tolerable 
personal  presence,  and  tlie  advantage  of  a  most  uncou- 
.querable  impudence.     Egad,  1  can  hardly  help  laughing 
to  diinlc  how  the  King  and  I  were  both  baffled  ;  for  I  vitt 
not  deny,  that  I  had  tried  to  trifle  for  a  moment  with  the 
fair  Indamora.     But,  egad,  the  young  fellow  swooped  her 
off  from  under  our  noses,  like  my  own  Drawcansir  clear- 
ing off  the  banquet  from  the  two  Kings  of  Brentford. 
Wiere  was  a  dignity  in  the  gallant's  swaggering  retreat 
which  I  must  try  to  teach  Alohun  ;^it  will  suit  his  pan 
admirably." 

"  This  is  incomprehensible,  my  Lord  Duke,"  said 
Christian,  who  by  this  time  had  recovered  all  his  usual 
coohiess  ;  "  you  cannot  expect  me  to  believe  tliis.  AVho 
dared  be  so  bold  as  to  carry  off  my  niece  in  such  a  man- 
ner, and  from  so  august  a  presence  ?  And  with  whom,  a 
stranger  as  he  must  have  been,  would  she,  wise  and  cau- 
tious as  I  know  Ikt.  have  consented  to  depart  in  such  a 
manner? — Mv  lord,  1  cannot  believe  this.'' 

*'  One  of  your  priest^,  my  most  devout  Christian," 
replied  the  Duke,  *'  would  answer,  Die,  infidel,  in 
thine  unbelief ;  but  I  am  only  a  poor  worldling  sinner, 
and  will  add  what  mite  of  information  I  can.  The  young 
fellow's  name,  as  I  am  2;iven  to  understand,  is  JuYian,  son 
of  Sir  GeofReiy,  whom  inrn  call  IVvA-il  of  the  Peak." 

"  r^everil  of  tin*  Devil,  who  hath  iiis  cavern  th^?re  I" 
5nifl  Christian,  waiinly  ;  "  fur  I  know  that  gallant,  and 
believe  him  cMpable  ol'  anythiMu:  huh!  and  desperate.  But 
liow  could  he  intrude  himself  into  the  royal  presence  ? 
Either  Ucll  aids  him,  or  Ilcuven  looks  nearer  into  mortal 
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dealinp  than  1  have  jet  beliered.  If  m,  tnj  God  far- 
gire  US,  who  deemed  he  thought  not  od  us  at  all !" 

**  AmeD,  most  christian  Christian,"  replied  the  Duksw 
**  I  am  glad  to  see  thou  bast  yet  some  touch  of  grace  tiiat 
Indi  thee  to  augur  so.  But  Empson,  the  hen  Cbiffincfa, 
and  hair  a  doxen  more,  saw  the  swain's  entrance  and  do* 
parture.  Please  examine  these  witnesses  widi  jrour  ova 
wisdom,  if  jrou  think  your  lime  may  not  be  beiier  em- 
ployed in  tracing  the  fugitiFcs.  I  believe  he  gained  e^ 
iraoee  as  one  of  some  dancing  or  masking  party.  Row- 
ley, you  know,  is  accessible  to  all  who  will  come  forth  to 
niake  him  sport.  So  ia  stole  this  temiagaBi  tearing  gal- 
laol,  like  Samson  among  the  Pliilistines,  to  pull  downoiv 
fine  scheme  about  our  ears." 

"  I  believe  jrou,  my  fenj,"  said  Christian  ;  "  I  cannot 
but  believe  you  ;  aud  I  for^ve  you,  nnce  it  is  your  na- 
ture, Ibr  making  sport  of  what  is  ruin  and  destmciioD. 
But  which  way  did  they  take  ?" 

"  To  Derbyshire,  I  should  presume,  to  seek  her  ralber," 
said  the  Duke.  **  She  spoke  of  going  into  tbe  paternal 
protection,  instead  of  yours,  Master  Cbrislian.  Som^ 
thing  had  chanced  at  CliiiTi rich's  tn  cite  her  cause  to  luf- 
pect  that  you  had  not  altof^etber  pronded  for  his  daughter 
in  the  manner  which  her  fathemslikelyioapprove  of." 

"  Now,  Heaven  be  praised,"  said  Christian,  "  she 
knowB  not  her  father  has  come  to  London  !  and  (hey 
nuistbegonedowneitherioManindale  Casile,  or  to  Moul- 
traaaie  Hall ;  in  either  case  they  are  in  my  power— 
1  must  Iblkiw  them  close.  1  will  return  instantly  to  Der- 
byshire— I  am  undone  if  she  meet  her  father  until  these 
errora  are  amended.  Adieu,  my  lord.  I  foi^ive  tbs 
pan  which  1  fear  your  Grace  must  have  had  in  balking 
our  eiiterp.isft— it  is  no  time  for  mutual  reproaches." 

'•  You  speak  truth,  Master  Christian,"  said  the  Duk«, 
**  and  i  wish  you  all  success.  Can  I  help  you  with  mmt 
or  horses,  or  money  }" 

'*  1  tfaank  your  Grace,"  said  Chrinian,  aod  basiilj  left 
the  apartment. 
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The  Duke  watched  bis  dcscendbg  ibotsteptcnte 
ftaircase,  uotil  they  could  be  beard  no  longer,  and  thai 
exclaimed  to  Jerninghami  wlio  entered,  "  Vktom! 
victoria  !  magna  est  Veritas  et  pravaldni  !  Had  i  toU 
the  villain  a  word  of  a  lie,  be  is  so  familiar  witb  all  the  re* 
gions  of  falsebood — his  whole  life  has  been  such  an  abia- 
liite  imposture,  that  I  had  stood  detected  in  an  instaat ; 
but  I  told  him  truth,  and  that  was  the  only  means  of  de- 
ceiving him.  Victoria  !  my  dear  Jerningbam,  I  em 
prouder  of  cheating  Christian,  than  I  should  have  beca 
of  circumventing  a  minister  of  state." 

"  Your  Grace  holds  his  wisdom  very  high,**  said  die 
attendant. 

"  His  cunning,  at  least,  I  do,  which,  in  Court  a&iiSi 
often  takes  the  weather-gage  of  wisdom, — as  in  Yarmootb 
Roads  a  herring-buss  will  baffle  a  frigate.  He  shall  not 
return  to  London  if  I  can  help  it,  until  all  these  iptrigues 
are  over." 

As  his  Grace  spoke,  the  Colonel,  after  whom  he  had 
repeatedly  made  inquiry,  was  announced  by  a  gentleman 
of  bis  household.  "  He  met  not  Christian,  did  be  ?"  said 
the  Duke,  hastily. 

"  No,  my  lord,"  returned  the  domestic,  '<  the  Colonel 
came  by  the  old  garden  staircase." 

''  I  judged  as  much,"  replied  the  Duke ;  **  'tis  an  owl 
that  will  not  take  wing  in  daylight,  when  there  is  a  thicket 
left  to  skulk  under.  Here  he  comes  from  threading  lane, 
vault,  and  ruinous  alley,  very  near  as  ominous  a  creature 
as  the  fowl  of  ill  augury  which  he  resembles.** 

The  Colonel,  to  whom  no  other  appellation  seemed  to 
be  given,  than  that  which  belonged  to  his  military  station, 
now  entered  the  apartment.  He  was  tall,  strongly  built, 
and  past  the  middle  period  of  life,  and  his  countenance,  but 
for  the  heavy  cloud  which  dwelt  upon  it,  might  have  beeo 
pronounced  a  handsome  one.  While  the  Duke  spoke  to 
him,  either  from  humility  or  some  other  cause,  bis  large 
serious  eye  was  cast  down  upon  the  ground  ;  but  be  raised 
it  when  he  answered,  with  a  keen  look  of  earnest  obser* 
halloa.     His  dress  wus  very  plain,  and  more  allied  to  tba? 
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of  the  Puritans  than  of  Ihe  Cnrnlicra  of  ilie  lime  ;  « 
■faadowy  black  hat  like  the  Spnnish  sombrero,  a  lar^ 
black  mantle  or  cloak,  and  a  lon§  rapier,  gave  him  lom^ 
thing  the  air  of  a  Castilione,  to  which  his  gravity  and 
■tiffitesa  of  demeanour  added  considerable  strength. 

"  Well,  Colonel,"  said  the  Duke,  "  we  have  been  kMg 
Mrangera — how  have  matters  gone  with  you  i" 

"  Aa  with  other  men  of  action  in  quiet  times,"  an- 
nrered- the  Colonel,  *' or  as  a  good  war^aper^tlmt  lies 
high  and  dry  in  a  muddy  creek,  till  seams  and  planks  are 
rent  and  riven." 

"  Well,  Colonel,"  said  the  Duke,  "  1  have  used  your 
valour  before  now,  and  1  may  again  ;  so  that  1  shall  speed- 
ily see  that  the  vessel  is  careened,  and  undergoes  a  thor- 
ough repair." 

**  I  conjecture,  then,"  said  llie  Colonel,  "  that  your 
Grace  has  some  voyage  in  hand  P" 

'*  No,  but  there  is  one  wliich  I  want  to  interrupt,"  re- 
plied the  Duke. 

"  "Fis  but  another  stave  of  the  same  tune.— Well, 
my  lord,  I  listen,"  answered  the  stranger. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Duke,  "  it  is  but  a  trifling  matter 
after  all. — You  know  Ned  Christian  ?" 

"  Ay,  surely,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Colonel,  "  we 
have  been  long  known  to  each  other." 

"  He  is  about  to  go  down  to  Derbyshire  to  seek  a  cer- 
tain niece  of  his,  whom  he  will  scarcely  tind  lliere.  Now, 
1  trust  to  your  tried  friendship,  to  interrupt  his  return  to 
London.  Go  with  him,  or  meet  him,  cajole  him,  or  as- 
sail him,  or  do  what  tbou  wilt  with  him — only  keep  him 
fram  London  for  a  formigbt  at  least,  and  then  I  care  litde 
bow  soon  he  comes." 

"  For  by  that  time,  I  suppose,"  replied  the  Colonel, 
"  any  one  may  find  the  wench  that  thinks  her  worth 
the  looking  for." 

"  Thou  muyst  think  her  wnrtli  the  looking  for  thy 
self.  Colonel,"  rejoined  the  Duke  ;  "  1  promise  you  she 
hath  many  a  thousand  stiiclied  to  her  petticoat ;  such  a 
wife  would  save  tlieu  from  skddering  ni\  ilic  jiuhlic." 
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^  Vy  lord,  I  sell  1117  blood  tod  mjr  snord,  Imc  bm  ajr 
iKKMHir,"  moswered  the  man,  sullenly  ;  **  if  I  many,  aj 
bed  may  be  a  poor,  but  it  shall  be  an  honest  one." 

**  Then  thy  wife  will  be  the  only  honest  matter  in  Aj 
possession.  Colonel — at  least  since  I  have  known  joa,* 
replied  the  Duke. 

**  Why,  truly,  your  Grace  may  qpeak  yoar  pleasure  as 
(bat  point.  It  is  chiefly  your  business  which  1  have  doae 
of  hte  ^  and  if  it  were  less  strictly  honest  than  I  eorid 
have  wished,  the  eropfeyer  was  to  blame  as  well  at  As 
agent.     But  for  marrying  a  cast-oflT  mistress,  the  ana 

J  saving  your  Grace,  to  whom  I  am  bound)  Uvea  not  vbs 
lares  propose  it  to  me." 

The  Duke  laughed  loudly.  '*  Why,  this  is  mine  An* 
cient  Pistol's  vein,"  he  replied. 


— «'CHnll  I  Sir  PuMlmt  of  Tk«gr 

Aad  bj  mj  ttide  wear  Usel  f— Uwa  Ljidfer  lain  all !'" 


**  My  breeding  is  too  plain  to  understand  ends  of  play- 
bouse  verse,  my  lord,"  said  the  Colonel,  sullenly.  **  Has 
your  Grace  no  other  service  to  command  me  ?*' 

"  None-^only  I  am  told  you  have  published  a  Narra- 
tive concerning  the  Plot."* 

**  What  should  ail  me,  my  lord  ?"  said  the  Cok)nel ; 
**  I  hope  I  am  a  witness  as  competent  as  any  that  has  yet 
appeared?" 

"  Truly,  I  think  so  to  the  full,"  said  the  Duke  ;  <'  and 
it  would  have  been  hard,  vihen  so  much  profitable  roi^ 
chief  was  going,  if  so  excellent  a  Protestant  as  yourself 
bad  not  come  in  for  a  share." 

'*  I  came  to  take  your  Grace's  commands,  not  to  be 
the  object  of  your  wit,"  said  the  Cokmel. 

*'  Gallantly  spoken,  most  resolute  and  most  immaculata 
Colonel !  As  you  are  to  be  on  full  pay  in  my  service  far 
a  month  to  come,  I  pray  your  acceptance  of  this  purse, 
for  contingents  and  equipments,  and  you  shall  have  my 
instructions  from  time  to  time." 
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**  Ibey  sliall  be  piincluaRj  obeyed,  mjr  kwd,"  ssid 
tfaa  Colonel ;  "  I  know  tlie  duty  of  a  subaliera  oflicer. 
I  vish  your  Grace  a  good  morning." 

So  saying,  he  pocketed  tbe  purse,  wltliout  either  aSect- 
ing  hejitotion,  or  expressing  gratitude,  but  merely  as  s 
part  of  a  transaction  in  tJie  regular  wny.of  busineu,  and 
sulked  from  tbe  apartment  with  the  same  sullen  gravity 
which  marked  his  entrance.  "  Now,  there  goes  a  scoun- 
drel  after  my  own  heart,"  said  (he  Duke ;  "  ■  robber 
fiwQ  hia  cradle,  a  murderer  since  he  coukl  hold  a  knife, 
-  ■  prolbiind  hypocrite  in  reli^on,  and  a  worse  end  dec|>- 
cr  hypocrite  in  boooar, — would  sell  Lis  soul  to  tbe  devil 
to  occompliBh  any  riilany,  and  would  cut  the  throat  of 
his  brother,  did  he  dare  to  give  tlie  villany  he  had  so  act- 
ed its  right  name. — Now,  why  stand  you  amazed,  g(x>d 
Master  Jemingham,  and  look  on  mc  as  you  would  on 
some  monster  of  Ind,  when  you  had  paid  your  shilling  to 
•ee  it,  and  were  staring  out  your  pennyworth  with  your 
eyes  as  round  as  a  pair  of  spectacles  ?  Wink,  man,  and 
nre  them,  and  then  let  thy  tongue  untie  die  mystery." 

"  On  my  word,  my  Lord  Duke,"  answered  Jertiing- 
ham,  "  sii>ce  I  am  compelled  to  speak,  I  can  only  say^ 
that  the  longer  I  live  with  your  Grace,  I  am  the  more  at 
a  loss  to  fatbom  your  motives  of  action.  Otliers  lay 
phns,  either  to  attain  profit  or  pleasure  by  tlieir  exccu^ 
lion  ;  but  your  Grace's  delight  is  to  counteract  your  own 
schemes,  when  in  the  very  act  of  performance  ;  like  a 
child — forgive  me — tliat  breaks  its  favourite  toy,  or  a 
man  -who  should  set  fire  to  the  house  he  has  half  buih." 

"  And  why  not,  if  he  wanted  to  warm  his  hands  at  the 
blase  ?"   said  the  Duke. 

"  Ay,  my  lord,"  replied  hts  dependant ;  "  but  what  it, 
in  doing  so,  he  should  burn  his  fingers? — My  lord,  it  is 
one  of  your  noblest  qualities,  that  you  will  sometimes 
listen  to  the  Irulli  without  taking  offence  ;  hut  were  it 
otherwise,  I  could  not,  at  this  moment,  help  speaking  out 
at  every  risk." 
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**  Well,  say  oo,  I  can  bear  it,"  said  the  Duke,  dirair- 
iog  himself  into  an  easy-chair,  and  using  his  loothpifb 
with  graceful  indifierence  and  equanimity  ;  **  I  kve  Ki 
hear  what  such  potsherds  as  thou  art,  tliink  6f  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  us  wlio  are  of  die  pure  porcelain  day  of  ifat 
earUi." 

**  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  my  lord,  let  me  then  ok 
you,"  said  Jerningham,  *'  what  merit  you  claim,  or  whtf 
advantage  you  expect,  from  having  embroiled  everytUsg 
in  whicli  you  are  concerned  to  a  d^ree  which  eqasb 
the  chaos  of  the  blind  old  Roundhead's  poem  which  yoor 
Ghrace  is  so  fond  of  ?  To  begin  with  the  King.  In  spili 
of  good-humotur,  he  will  he  incensed  at  your  repeated 
rivalry." 

"  His  Majesty  defied  me  to  it. 

'*  You  have  lost  all  hopes  of  the  Isie,  by  quarrelliBg 
with  Christian." 

"  I  have  ceased  to  care  a  farthing  abotit  it,"  replied 
the  Duke. 

'^  In  Christian  himself,  whom  you  have  insulted,  and 
to  whose  family  you  intend  dishonour,  you  have  lost  a 
sagacious,  artful  and  cool-headed  instrument  and  adhei^ 
ent^"  said  the  monitor. 

'^  Poor  Jerningham  !"  answered  the  Duke  ;  **  Chris- 
tian would  sny  as  much  for  thee,  I  doubt  not,  wert  thoa 
discarded  to-morrow.  It  is  the  common  error  of  such 
tools  as  you  and  he  to  think  themselves  indispensable. 
As  to  his  family,  what  was  never  honourable  camiot  be 
dishonoured  by  any  connexion  with  my  house." 

"  I  say  nothing  of  Chiffinch,"  said  Jerningham,  <'  of- 
fended as  he  will  be  when  he  learns  why,  and  by  whom, 
his  scheme  has  been  ruined,  and  the  lady  spirited  away 
— He  and  his  wife,  I  say  nothing  of  them." 

"  You  need  not,"  said  the  Duke,  "  for  were  they  even 
fit  persons  to  speak  to  me  about,  the  Duchess  of  Ports- 
mouth has  bargained  for  their  disgrace." 

*^  Tlien  this  bloodhound  of  a  Colonel,  as  he  calls  him- 
self, your  Grace  cannot  even  lay  him  on  a  quest  which 
is  to  do  you  service,  but  you  must  do  him  such  indignity 
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M  Uw  nme  lime,  as  he  will  not  fail  to  remember,  and 
be  wre  to  fly  at  your  throat  about'd  he  ever  Itara  an  op- 
portunity of  turning  on  you." 

**  I  will  take  care  he  liaa  none,"  said  the  Duke  ;  "  and 
yours,  Jemingliam,  is  a  low-lived  apprehension.  Beat 
your  spaniel  heartily  if  you  would  have  him  under  com- 
mand. Ever  let  your  agents  see  you  know  what  thejr 
■n,  and  prise  them  accordingly.  A  rogue,  who  must 
peeds  be  treated  as  a  man  of  honour,  is  apt  to  get  above 
bis  work.  Enough  therefore  of  your  advice  and  cen- 
wrc,  Jemingbam  ;  we  differ  in  every  particular.  Were 
.we  both  engineers,  you  would  spend  your  life  in  watching 
MMM  <dd  woman's  wheel  wliicli  spins  flax  by  the  ounce  ; 
I  must  be  in  the  midst  of  the  most  vsried  and  counteract- 
ioK  mwhinery,  regulating  checks  and  counterchecks, 
buancing  weights,  proving  springs  and  wheels,  directing 
wd  controlling  a  hundred  combined  powers." 

**  And  your  forlune,  in  the  mean  while  f"  ssjd  Jeming- 
bam ;  "  psrdon  (his  last  hint,  my  lord." 

**  Hy  fortune,"  said  the  Duke,  "  is  too  vast  to  be  hurt 
by  a  petty  wound  ;  and  I  have,  as  thou  knowest,  a  thou- 
Muid  salves  in  store  for  the  scratches  and  scars  which  it 
•ometimes  receives  in  greasing  my  machinery." 

•*  Your  Grace  does  not  mean  Dr.  Wilderhead's  pow- 
der oF  projection.?" 

*'  Pshaw  !  he  is  a  quacksalver,  and  mountebank,  and 
be^w." 

"Or  Solicitor Drownland's  plan  for  draining  tlic  fens.^" 

■*  He  is  a  cheat — videlicet,  an  attorney." 

**  Or  the  Laird  of  LackpelPs  sale  of  Highland  woods  ?** 

"  He  is  a  Scotsman,"  said  the  Duke, — "  vidtlicet, 
both  cheat  and  beggar." 

'*  These  streets  here,  upon  the  site  of  your  noble  mao- 
ttOD-houscr*  said  Jerningham. 

*'  The  architect's  a  blie,  and  the  plan's  a  bubble.  I 
am  sick  of  the  sight  of  this  rubbish,  and  I  will  soon  re- 
place our  old  alcoves,  alleys,  and  flower-pots,  by  an  Ital- 
ian garden  and  a  new  palace." 

"  That,  my  lord,  would  be  to  waste,  not  to  improra 
youi  lortuae,"  said  his  domestic. 
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«  Clodpate,  and  muddy  spirit  that  thoa  ait,  diOQ  ImC 
forgot  the  most  hopeful  scheme  of  all — the  South  Set 
Fisheries — their  stock  is  up  50  per  cent*  ab«ady.  Poat 
down  to  the  Alley,  and  tell  old  Manasses  to  bay  £SOfiOO 
for  me^Forgive  me,  Flutus,  I  forgot  to  lay  my  sacriGce 
on  thy  shrine,  and  yet  expected  thy  favours  ! — Fly  post 
haste,  Jemingham — for  thy  life,  for  thy  life,  for  thy  fife  S 

With  hands  and  eyes  uplifted,  Jemingham  left  the 
apartment ;  and  the  Duke,  without  thinking  a  moment 
further  on  old  or  new  intrigues^— on  the  friendship  he  bid 
formed,  or  the  enmity  he  had  proroked— -on  the  hemtj 
whom  he  had  carried  off  from  her  natural  protectors,  ti 
well  as  from  her  lover— or  on  the  monarch  against  wbota 
he  had  placed  himself  in  rivalship,— sat  down  to  calcu- 
late chances  with  all  the  zeal  of  Demoivre,  tired  of  tbe 
drudgery  in  half  an  hour,  and  refused  to  see  the  zeakxii 
agent  whom  he  had  employed  in  the  city,  because  he  wts 
busily  engaged  in  writing  a  new  lampoon. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Ak  !  changeful  bead,  aod  Ackle  heart ! 

Progreu  of  DucomlatL 

No  event  is  more  ordinary  in  narratives  of  this  nature, 
than  the  nbduction  of  the  female  on  whose  fate  the  inter- 
est is  supposed  to  turn ;  but  that  of  Alice  Bridgenorth 
was  thus  far  particular,  that  she  was  spirited  away  by  tbe 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  more  in  contradiction  than  in  the 
rivalry  of  passion  ;  and  that,  as  he  made  his  first  address- 
es to  her  at  Chilfmch's,  rather  in  the  spirit  of  rivalry  to 
his  Sovereign,  than  from  any  strong  impression  which 
her  beauty  had  made  on  his  affections,  so  he  had  formed 
the  sudden  plan  of  spiriting  her  away  by  means  of  his 
dependants,  rather  to  perplex  Christian,  the  King,  Chif- 
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flndi,  ind  ill  concerned,  tlnn  because  be  Iiid  bdj  par- 
ticulir  desire  for  her  society  at  his  own  manson.  Indeed, 
•o  far  (*as  this  from  being  the  case,  that  .his  Grace  nai 
imtber  surprised  than  delighted  nitb  the  success  of  tlie  cn- 
terpriKe  which  had  made  her  an  inmate  there,  ahhough 
k  is  probable  he  might  have  thrown  himself  into  an  un- 
cmtroUablfl  passion,  had  be  learned  its  miscarriage  in- 
•md  of  ita  success. 

Twenty-four  hours  passed  orer  since  he  bad  relumed  to 
bit  own  roof,  before,  notwithstanding  sundry  bints  from 
Jerningbam,  he  could  even  determine  on  the  exertion 
■ecesmy  to  pay  his  fair  captive  a  visit ;  and  then  it  vas 
witb  the  internal  reluctance  of  one  who  can  only  be  stir- 
red from  indolence  by  novelty. 

"  I  wonder  what  made  me  plague  myself  about  this 
wencb,"  wid  he,  "  and  doom  myself  to  encounter  all 
ibe  hysterical  rhapsodies  of  a  country  Phillis,  with  her 
bead  ftnSed  witb  her  grandmother's  lessons  about  virtue 
■od  tbe  Bible-book,  when  the  finest  and  best-bred  women 
in  town  may  be  bad  upon  more  easy  terms.  It  is  a  pity 
one  cannot  mount  the  victor's  cor  of  triumph  without 
having  i  victory  to  boast  of;  yet,  faiih,  it  is  what  most 
oT  our  modern  gallants  do,  though  it  would  not  become 
Buckingham. — Well,  I  must  see  her,"  he  concluded, 
**  tbougli  it  were  but  to  rid  the  house  of  her.  The  Porls- 
iBOuth  will  not  hear  of  her  being  set  at  liberty  near  Charles, 
■0  much  is  slie  afmid  of  a  new  fair  seducing  the  old  sin- 
ner from  his  allegiance.  So  how  the  girl  is  to  be  dis- 
posed of — for  I  shall  have  little  fancy  to  keep  her  here, 
and  she  is  too  wealthy  to  be  sent  down  to  Cliefdcn  as  a 
housekeeper — b  a  matter  to  be  thought  on." 

He  then  called  for  such  a  dress  as  might  set  off  bis 
natural  good  mien — a  compliment  which  he  considered 
as  due  to  his  own  merit ;  for  as  to  anything  farther,  he 
went  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  fair  prisoner  wiib  almost 
as  little  zeal  in  ihe  cause,  as  a  gallant  to  fight  a  duel  in 
wlucb  he  has  no  warmer  interest  than  the  maintenance  of 
bia  reputation  as  a  man  of  honour. 
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The  set  of  apartments  consecrated  to  the  nse  of  thoM 
favourites  who  occasionally  made  Buckingham's  maonoo 
their  place  of  abode,  and  who  were,  so  far  as  liberty  was 
concerned,  often  required  to  observe  the  regulations  of  s 
con  vent,  were  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  Duke's  ex- 
tensive mansion.     He  lived  in  the  age  when  what  was 
called  gallantry  warranted  the  most  atrocious  actions  of 
deceit  and  violence  ;  as  may  he  best  illustrated  by  tbs 
catastrophe  of  an  unfortunate  actress,  whose  beauty  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  last  De  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxfisnl 
While  her  virtue  defied  his  seductions,  be  mined  her  ua* 
der  colour  of  a  mock  marriage,  and  was  rewarded  far 
a  success  which  occasioned  the  death  of  his  victim,  bj 
the  general  applause  of  tlie  men  of  wit  and  gallantry  who 
filled  the  drawing-room  of  Charles- 
Buckingham  had  made  provision  in  the  interior  of  Us 
ducal  mansion  for  exploits  of  a  similar  nature ;  and  the  let 
of  apartments  which  he  now  visited  were  alternately  used 
to  condne  the  reluctant,  and  to  accommodate  the  willine. 
Bciii|>;  now  destined  for  the  former  puq)ose,  the  key  was 
delivered  to  the  Duke  by  a  hooded  and  spectacled  old 
lady,  who  sat  reading  a  devout  hook  in  the  outer  hall 
whk^h  divided  these  apartments  (usually  called  the  Nun- 
nery) from  the  rest  of  tlie  liouse.     This  experienced 
dowager  acted  as  mistress  of  the  ceremonies  on  such  oc- 
casioiis,  and  was  the  trusty  depositary  of  more  intrigues 
than  were  known  to  any  dozen  of  her  worshipful  calling 
besides. 

**  As  sweet  a  linnet,"  she  said,  as  she  undid  the  out- 
ward door,  "  as  ever  sung  m  a  cage." 

**  I  was  afraid  she  might  have  been  more  for  moping 
than  for  singing,  Dowlas,"  said  the  Duke. 

"  Till  yesterday  she  was  so,  please  your  Grace,"  an- 
swered Dowlas  ;  *'  or,  to  speak  sooth,  till  early  this  morn- 
ing, we  heard  of  nothing  but  Lachrymae.  But  the  air  of 
your  noble  Grace's  house  is  favourable  to  sins;ing-birds ; 
and  to-day  matters  have  been  a-niuch  mended." 

^^  'Tis.sudden,daiiic/' said  the  Duke ;  '<  and 'tis  something 
^tmngCf  considering  that  1  have  never  visited  her,  (hat 
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As  pretty  trembler  should  have  beea  w  looa  reconciled 
to  her  fate." 

"  Ah,  your  Grace  has  rach  magic  that  it  communicatca 
itwif  to  your  very  walls  ;  as  wholesomfl  scripture  says, 
Exodus,  first  and  seventh, '  It  cleareth  to  the  vails  and 
the  door-posts.'  " 

**  You  are  too  partial.  Dame  Doirlss,"  said  the  Duko 
of  BucluDgham.  ■ 

**  Not  a  word  but  truth,"  said  the  daiae  ;  "  and  I  wish 
I  may  be  an  outcast  from  the  fold  of  the  lambs,  but  I  think 
Ihja  damsel's  very  IrDme  has  clianged  since  she  was  under 
your  Grace's  roof.  Mciiiioks  she  hath  a  lighter  form,  a 
finer  step,  a  more  displayed  ancle — I  canoot  tell,  but  I 
think  there  is  a  change.  But,  lack-s-day,  your  Grace 
knows  I  am  as  old  as  I  am  trusty,  and  that  my  eyes  wax 
something  oncertain." 

"  Especially  when  you  wash  them  with  a  cup  of  Ca- 
nary, Dame  Dowlas,"  answered  the  Duke,  who  was  aware 
that  temperance  was  not  amongst  llie  cardinal  virtues 
which  were  moat  familiar  to  the  old  lady's  practice. 

"  Was  it  Canary,  your  Grace  said  ? — Was  it  indeed 
with  Canary,  that  your  Grace  should  have  supposed  me 
to  have  wadied  my  eyes  i"  said  tlie  offended  matron.  "  I 
•m  sorry  that  your  Grace  should  know  me  no  better." 

'*  1  crave  your  pardon,  dame,"  said  the  Duke,  shaking 
aside,  fastidioiisly,  (be  grasp  which,  in  tiie  earnesUiess  of 
ber  exculpation.  Madam  Dowlas  had  clutched  upon  his 
■leeve.  "  I  crave  your  pardon.  Your  nearer  approach 
bis  convinced  me  of  my  erroneous  imputation — 1  should 
have  said  Nantz,  not  Canary." 

So  saying,  be  walked  forward  into  the  inner  ajrartments, 
which  were  fitted  up  with  an  air  of  voluptuous  magnifi- 
cence. 

"  The  dame  said  true,  however,"  said  the  proud  devi- 
ser and  proprietor  of  the  splendid  mansion — "  a  country 
Pbillis  might  well  reconcile  herself  to  such  a  prison  as 
lliis,  even  without  a  skilful  bird-fancier  to  touch  a  bird- 
call. But  I  wonder  where  she  can  be,  this  rural  Phidele. 
If  it  possible  she  can  have  retreated,  like  a  despairio| 
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cominandaDl,  into  her  bed-chamber,  the  very  citadel  oTlhi 
place,  without  even  an  attempt  to  defend  the  outworks  I" 

As  he  made  this  reflectioo,  he  passed  through  an  arte 
chamber  and  little  eating  parlour,  exquisitely  fumishedi 
and  hung  with  excellent  paintings  of  tlie  Venetian  acbooL 

Beyond  those  lay  a  withdra wing-room,  fitted  up  ia  a 
style  of  still  more  studied  elegance.  The  windows  wera^ 
darkened  with  painted  glass  of  such  a  deep  and  rich' 
colour,  as  made  the  mid-day  beams,  which  found  their 
way  into  the  apartment,  imitate  the  rich  colours  of  sun- 
set ;  and,  in  the  celebrated  expression  of  the  poet,  taught 
light  to  counterfeit  a  gloom. 

Buckingham's  feelings  and  taste  had  been  too  much, 
and  too  often,  and  too  readily  gratified,  to  permit  him,  ia 
the  general  case,  to  be  easily  accessible  even  to  tboM 
pleasures  which  it  had  been  the  business  of  his  life  to  pui^ 
sue.  The  hackneyed  voluptuary  is  like  the  jaded  epicure, 
the  mere  listlessncss  of  whose  appetite  becomes  at  length 
a  sufficient  penalty  for  having  made  it  the  principal  object 
of  his  enjoyment  and  cultivation.  Yet  novelty  has  always 
some  charms,  and  uncertainty  has  more. 

The  doubt  how  he  was  to  be  received — the  change  of 
mood  which  his  prisoner  was  said  to  have  evinced — the 
curiosity  to  know  how  such  a  creature  as  Alice  Bridc;e- 
north  had  been  described,  was  likely  to  bear  herself  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  she  was  so  unexpectedly  plac- 
ed, had  upon  Buckingham  the  effect  of  exciting  unusual 
interest.  On  his  own  part,  he  had  none  of  those  feeliop 
of  anxiety  with  which  a  man,  even  of  the  most  vulpr 
mind,  comes  to  the  presence  of  the  female  whom  be  wisbei 
to  please,  far  less  the  more  refined  sentiments  of  love, 
respect,  desire,  and  awe,  with  which  the  more  refined 
lover  approaches  the  beloved  object.  He  had  been,  to 
use  an  expressive  French  phrase,  too  completely  Uazi 
even  from  his  earliest  youth,  to  permit  him  now  to  expe- 
rience the  animal  eagerness  of  tlie  one,  far  less  the  more 
sentimental  pleasure  of  the  other,  h  is  no  small  aggra- 
vation of  this  jaded  and  uncomfortable  state  of  mind,  that 
the  voluptuary  cannot  renounce  the  pursuits  with  which 
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he  11  satiited,  but  must  continue,  for  fais  ebaracter'!  sake, 
or  from  the  mere  force  of  faab!t,  to  lake  til  the  uhI,  fBtigue, 
and  danger  of  llie  chase^  vliile  he  has  so  little  real  interest 
in  the  terminaiion. 

Buckingham,  therefore,  felt  it  due  to  his  reputation  at 
■  successful  hero  of  intrigue,  to  pay  his  addresses  to  Alice 
Uridgenorlh  wiih  dissembled  eagerness ;  and  as  he  open- 
ed the  door  of  llic  inner  apartment,  he  paused  to  consider, 
whether  tlie  lone  of  gallantry,  or  that  of  passion,  was  fit- 
test to  use  on  the  occasion.  This  delay  enabled  him  (o 
hear  a  few  notes  of  a  lute,  touched  with  exquisite  skill, 
and  accompanied  by  the  slill  sweeter  strains  of  a  female 
voice,  which,  without  executing  any  complete  melody, 
seemed  to  sport  itself  in  rivalship  of  the  silrer  sound  of 
■be  instrument. 

"  A  creature  so  well  educated,"  said  the  Duke,  "  wtlh 
the  sense  ^le  is  said  to  possess,  would,  rustic  as  she  is, 
laugh  at  the  assumed  rants  of  Oroondates.  It  is  the  vein 
of  DoriTiMMil — once,  Buckingham,  thine  own — Uiat  must 
bcrc  do  the  feat,  besides  that  (lie  part  is  easier." 

So  thinking,  he  entered  the  room  with  that 'easy  grace 
which  characterized  the  gay  courtiers  among  wlmm  be 
flourished,  and  approached  the  fair  tenant,  whom  he  found 
seated  near  a  table  covered  with  books  and  music,  and 
baring  on  ber  left  hand  the  targe  half-open  casement,  dim 
with  stained  glass,  admitting  only  a  doubtful  light  into  thia 
lordly  retiring-room,  which,  hung  with  the  richest  tapestry 
of  tbe  Gobelinea,  and  omamenied  with  piles  of  china  and 
splendid  mirrors,  seemed  like  a  bower  built  for  a  prince 
lo  receive  his  bride. 

l^e  splendid  dress  of  the  inmate  corresponded  with 
the  taste  of  the  apartment  which  she  occupied,  and  par- 
took of  the  oriental  costume  wliicli  the  mucl^-admired 
Roxalana  had  then  brought  into  fashion.  A  slender  foot 
and  ancle,  which  e3ca|>ed  from  tlie  wide  Irowser  of  richly 
umamcntcd  and  eiiibroidcivd  hlno  sntin,  wns  the  only  |iart 
of  Ikt  person  dislinrtly  wn  :  llip  n"*!  was  t-nvrhip-d, 
from  bead  to  (wH,  in  a  long  veil  uf  biker  ^iixir,  which, 
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like  a  featliery  and  light  mist  on  a  beautiful  landsape, 
sulTered  you  to  perceive  that  what  it  concealed  was  nrri; 
lovely,  yet  induced  the  imaginaiion  even  to  enhance  tlw 
charms  it  shaded.  Such  part  of  the  dress  as  could  be 
discovered,  was,  like  the  veil  and  tlie  trowsers,  in  the  on* 
ental  taste ;  a  ricli  turban,  and  splendid  caftan,  were  rather 
indicated  than  distinguished  through  the  folds  of  the  fbr- 
uier.  The  whole  attire  argued  at  least  coquetry  oa  tlie 
part  of  a  fair  one,  who  must  liave  expected,  from  her  situ- 
ation, a  visiter  of  some  pretension  ;  and  induced  Buck- 
ingham to  smile  internally  at  Christian's  account  of  tiie 
extreme  simplicity  and  purity  of  his  niece. 

He  approached  the  lady  en  cavalier^  and  addressed  lier 
with  the  air  of  being  conscious,  while  he  acknowledged 
his  offences,  that  his  condescending  to  do  so  formed  a  suf- 
ficient apolog}'  for  them.  ^*  Fair  IVlistress  Alice,"  he  said, 
*^  I  am  sensible  how  deeply  I  ought  to  sue  for  pardon  for 
the  mistaken  zeal  of  my  scrvanTs,  who,  seeing  you  desert- 
ed and  exposed  without  protection  dufing  an  unlucky 
affray,  took  it  upon  them  to  bring  you  under  the  roof  of 
one  who  would  expose  his  life  rather  than  suffer  you  to 
sustain  a  moment's  anxiety.  Was  it  my  fault  that  those 
around  me  should  have  judged  it  necessary  to  interfere 
for  your  preservation  ;  or  that,  aware  of  the  interest  I 
must  take  in  you,  they  have  detained  you  till  I  could  my- 
self, in  personal  attendance,  receive  your  commands  ?" 

"  That  attendance  has  not  been  speedily  rendered,  my 
lord,"  answered  tlie  lady.  "  I  have  been  a  prisoner  for 
two  days — neglected,  and  left  to  the  charge  of  menials.*' 

"  How  sny  yon,  lady  ? — Neglected  !"  exclaimed  the 
Duke.  "  By  Heaven,  if  the  best  in  my  household  has 
failed  in  his  duty,  I  will  discard  him  on  the  instant  !" 

"  I  complain  of  no  lack  of  courtesy  from  your  servants 
my  lord,"  slie  replied  ;  "  but  methinks  it  had  been  hut 
complaisant  in  the  Duke  himself  to  explain  to  me  earlier 
wherefore  he  has  had  the  boldness  to  detain  roe  as  a  state 
prisoner." 

"  And  can  the  divine  Alice  doubt,"  said  Buckingham, 
"  tJiat,  had  time  and  space,  those  cruel  enemies  to  the 
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flight  of  passion,  given  permissinn,  (he  iDStant  in  vhicli  you 
crossed  your  vasiial's  llireshold  had  seen  its  devoted  mas- 
ter  U  your  feet,  who  halli  thought,  since  lie  sovr  you,  of 
nothing  but  the  charms  which  that  fatal  ranrning  placed 
before  him  at  Chifliiich's  ?" 

"  I  understand,  then,  my  lord,"  said  the  lady,  "  thst 
3rou  have  been  absent,  and  iiave  had  tn  part  in  the  re- 
alraiDt  which  has  been  exercised  upon  me  }" 

"  Absent  on  the  King's  command,  lady,  and  employed 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duly,"  answered  Buckingham  with- 
out hesitation.  "  What  could  I  do  ? — The  moment  you. 
left  ChifGnch's,  his  Majesty  commanded  me  to  tlie  saddle 
in  such  haste,  that  I  had  no  time  to  change  my  satin  bus- 
kins for  riding-boots.**  If  my  absence  has  occasioned  you 
B  moment  of  inconvenience,  blame  the  inconsiderate  zeal 
of  those,  w1h>,  seeing  me  depart  from  Ijondon,  half  di^ 
tncted  at  my  separation  from  you,  were  willing  to  contri- 
bute their  unmannered,  though  well-meant  exertions,  to 
preserve  their  master  from  despair,  by  retaining  the  fair 
Alice  within  his  reach.  To  wliom,  indeed,  could  they 
have  restored  you  ?  He  whom  you  selected  as  your  cham- 
pion is  in  prison,  or  fled — your  father  absent  from  town— 
your  uncle  in  the  north.  To  Chiffinch'a  house  you  had 
expressed  your  well-founded  aversion  ;  and  wiiat  filter 
■sylum  remained  thtm  that  of  your  derpicd  slave,  ivhere 
you  must  ever  reign  a  queen  ?" 

"  An  imprisoned  one,"  said  the  lady.  "  I  desire  not 
nicb  royalty." 

**  Alas  !  how  wilfully  you  misconstrue  me !"  said  the 
Duke,  kneeling  on  one  knee  ;  "  and  what  riglit  can  you 
have  to  complain  of  a  few  hours'genlle  restraint— you,  who 
destine  so  many  to  hopeless  captivity  !  Be  merciful  for 
once,  and  withdraw  that  envious  veil  ;  for  the  divinities 
■re  ever  most  cruel  when  they  deliver  their  oracles  from 
•och  clouded  recesses.     Suffer  at  least  my  rash  hand " 

"  I  will  save  your  Grace  that  unworthy  trouble,"  said 
the  lady,  haughtily  }  and  rising  up,  she  flung  back  over 
ber  shoulders  the  veil  whith  shrouded  her,  saying,  at  the 
nme  time,  "  T^ook  on  me,  my  Lord  Duke,  and  see  if 
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these  be  indeed  the  charms  which  have  made  on  jo« 
Grace  an  impression  so  powerrul.** 

BuckiDgham  did  look  ;  and  the  effect  produced  onbini 
by  surprise  was  so  strong,  that  he  rose  hastily  from  !» 
knee,  and  remained  for  a  few  seconds  as  if  he  had  been 
petrified.  The  6gure  that  stood  before  him  had  neither 
the  height  nor  the  rich  shape  of  Alice  Bridgenortii ;  and, 
thougli  perfectly  well  made,  was  so  slightly  formed,  as  to 
seem  almost  infantine.  Her  dress  was  three  or  four  short 
vests  of  embroidered  satin,  disposed  one  over  the  other, 
of  different  colours,  or  rather  different  shades  of  siroilir 
colours ;  for  strong  contrast  was  carefully  avoided.  These 
opened  in  front,  so  as  to  show  part  of  the  throat  and  neck, 
partially  obscured  by  an  inner  covering  of  the  finest  lace ; 
over  the  uppermost  vest  was  worn  a  sort  of  mantle,  or  coat 
of  rich  fur.  A  small  but  magnificent  turban  was  care- 
lessly placed  on  her  head,  from  under  which  flowed  a  pro- 
fusion of  coal-black  tresses,  which  Cleopatra  might  have 
envied.  The  taste  and  splendour  of  the  eastern  dress 
corresponded  with  the  complexion  of  the  lady^s  face, 
which  was  brunette,  of  a  shade  so  dark  as  might  almost 
have  served  an  Indian. 

Amidst  a  set  of  features,  in  which  rapid  and  keen  ei* 
prcssion  made  amends  for  the  want  of  regular  beauty,  the 
essential  points  of  eyes  as  bright  as  diamonds,  and  teeth 
as  white  as  pearls,  did  not  escape  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, a  professed  connoisseur  in  female  charms.     In  a 
word,  the  fanciful  and  singular  female  who  thus  unexpect- 
edly produced  herself  before  him,  had  one  of  those  faces 
which  are  never  seen  without  making  an  impression ; 
which,  when  removed,  are  long  after  remembered  ;  and 
for  which,  in  our  idleness,  we  are  tempted  to  invent  a  hun- 
dred histories,  that  we  may  please  our  fancy  by  supposiof; 
the  features  under  the  influence  of  different  kinds  ojf 
emotion.     Every  one  must  have  in  recollection  coun- 
tenances of  this  kind,  which,   from  a  captivating  and 
stimulating  originality  of  expression,  abide  longer  in  the 
memory,  and  are  more  seductive  to  the  iinaginatioD,  than 
even  regular  beauty. 
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^'  My  Lord  Duke,"  said  the  lady,  "  it  seems  tlie  lilung 
of  my  veil  bas  done  the  work  of  magic  upon  your  Grace. 
Alas,  for  the  captive  princess  whose  nod  was  to  command 
a  vassal  so  costly  !  biie  runs,  metliinks,  no  sli^i^lu  chanco 
of  being  turned  out  of  dcxirs,  like  a  se(!nnd  Cinderella,  to 
seek  her  fortune  among  bckeys  and  lightermen." 

"  I  am  astonished  !"  suid  the  Duke.  "  Tliat  villain, 
Jerningham— I  will  have  the  scoundrel's  blood  !" 

'*  Nay,  never  abuse  Jerningham  for  tlie  matter,"  said 
the  Unknown  ;  **  but  lament  your  own  unhappy  engage- 
ments. While  you,  my  I»rd  Duke,  were  posting  nortii- 
ward,  in  white  satin  buskins,  to  toil  in  the  King's  aflairs, 
the  right  and  lawful  princess  sat  weeping  in  sables  in  the 
uncheered  solitude  to  which  your  absence  condemned  her. 
Two  days  she  was  disconsolate  in  vain  ;  on  the  tiiird  came 
an  African  enchantress  to  change  the  scene  for  her,  and 
the  person  for  your  Grace.  Melhinks,  my  lord,  this  ad- 
venture will  tell  but  ill,  when  some  faitliful  squire  shall 
recount  or  record  the  gallant  adventures  of  the  second 
Duke  of  Buckingham." 

"  Furly  bit,  and  bantered  to  boot,"  said  the  Duke— - 
*'  the  monkey  has  a  turn  for  satire,  too,  by  all  that  is  pi" 
fpviifi/e.— -Hark  ye,  fair  princess,  how  dared  you  adven- 
ture on  such  a  trick  as  you  have  been  accomplice  to  ?" 

^  Dare,  my  lord  !"  answered  the  stranger  ;  ''  put  the 
question  to  others,  not  to  one  who  fears  noihing." 

**  By  my  faith,  I  believe  so  ;  for  thy  front  is  bronzed 
by  nature. — Hark  ye  once  more,  mistrcss^ — What  is  your 
name  and  condition  ?" 

**  My  condition  I  have  told  you — I  am  a  Mauritanian 
sorceress  by  profession,  and  my  name  is  Zarah,"  replied 
the  eastern  maiden. 

**  But  methinks  that  face,  shape,  and  eyes—"  said  the 
Duke, — "  when  didst  thou  pass  for  a  dancing  fairy  ? — 
Some  such  imp  thou  wert,  not  many  days  since." 

**  My  sister  you  may  have  seen — my  twin  sister  ;  but 
not  me,  my  lord,"  answered  Zarah« 
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"  Indeed,"  said  the  Duke,  "  that  duplicate  of  tliiiie,i( 
it  was  not  thy  very  self,  was  possessed  with  a  dumb  qiiriii 
as  thou  with  a  tollcing  one.  I  am  still  in  the  mind  that 
you  are  the  same  ;  and  that  Satan,  always  so  |iowerful 
with  your  sex,  had  art  enough,  on  our  former  meetbg,  to 
make  thee  hold  thy  tongue." 

''  Believe  what  you  will  of  it,  my  lord,"  replied  Zarah, 
*^  it  cannot  chang;e  the  truth. — And  now,  my  lord,  1  bid 
you  furewoll.     Have  you  any  commands  to  ^lauritania?** 

^'  Tarry  a  little,  my  Princess,"  said  the  Duke;  "and 
remember,  that  you  have  voluntarily  entered  yourself  ai 
pledge  for  another  ;  and  are  justly  subjected  to  any  pen- 
alty which  it  is  iny  pleasure  to  exact.  None  must  braiv 
Buc!:ingham  with  impunity. 

-    <*  I  am  in  no  hurry  to  depart,  if  your  Grace  hath  any 
commands  for  me." 

**  What !  are  you  neither  afraid  of  my  resentment,  nor 
of  my  love,  fair  Zarah  ?"  said  the  Duke. 

"  Of  neither,  by  this  glove,"  answered  the  lady. 
''  Your  resentment  must  be  a  petty  passion  indeed,  if  it 
could  stoop  to  such  a  helpless  object  as  I  am  ;  and  (or 
your  love — good  lack  !  good  lack  !" 

'<  And  why  good  lack,  with  such  a  tone  of  contempt, 
lady?"  said  the  Duke,  piqued  in  spite  of  himself. 
'^  Think  you  Buckingham  cannot  love,  or  has  never 
been  beloved  in  return  ?" 

^*  He  may  have  thought  himself  beloved,"  said  the 
maiden  ;  "  but  by  what  slight 'creatures  ! — things  whosa 
heads  could  be  rendered  giddy  by  a  playhouse  rant— • 
whose  brains  were  only  filled  with  red-heeled  shoes  and 
satin  buskins — and  who  run  altogether  mad  on  the  argu- 
ment of  a  George  and  a  star." 

"  And  are  there  no  such  frail  fair  ones  in  your  climate, 
most  scornful  Princess  ?"  said  the  Duke. 

«•  There  are,"  said  the  lady  ;  "  but  men  rate  them  as 
parrots  and  monkeys — things  without  either  sense  or  soul, 
head  or  heart.  Tlie  nearness  we  bear  to  the  sun  has 
purified,  while  it  strengthens,  our  passions.  The  icicles 
of  your  frozen  climate  shall  as  soon  hammer  hot  bars  into 
ploughshares,  as  shall  the  foppery  and  folly  of  your  pre* 
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landed  gtlUotry  make  an  iastont'a  iinpreaiiioii  on  abreast 
like  mine." 

**  Yoa  speak  like  one  wlio  knows  what  passion  is,"  soid 
the  Duke.  "  Sit  down,  fair  lady,  and  grieve  not  tliul  I 
deUJn  you.  Who  can  consent  to  part  with  a  longiie  of 
ao  much  melody,  or  an  eye  of  such  expressive  eloquence ! 
■^You  Iiara  known,' then,  wliat  it  is  to  love  ?" 

"  I  know — no  mnller  if  by  experience,  or  lliroitgh  the 
report ,  of  others — but  1  do  know,  iliat  to  love  aa  I  would 
loventfnuld  be  to  yield  not  an  iota  to  avarke,  not  ooe  inch 
to  vanity,  not  to  sacrifice  the  slightest  fueling,  lo  Interest 
or  to  ambition  ;  but  lo  give  up  all  to  fidelity  of  heart 
and  reciprocal  affect  ton." 

"  And  how  many  women,  think  you,  are  capable  of 
feelbg  inch  diwnteresled  passion  i" 

"  More,  by  thousands,  than  there  are  men  who  merit 
it*"  answered  Zarah.  "  Alas !  how  often  do  you  sec  the 
female,  pale,  and  wretched,  and  degraded,  still  following 
whb  patient  constancy  the  footsteps  of  some  predominating 
tjriDt,  and  submitting  to  all  his  injustice  with  the  endur- 
ance of  a  faidiful  and  misused  spaniel,  whicb  prizes  a  look 
from  bis  master,  though  die  surliest  groom  tliat  ever  dis- 
graced humanity,  more  than  all  the  pleasures  which  the 
world  besides  can  furnish  him?  Tbinkwhat  such  would 
be  to  one  who  merited  and  repaid  her  devotion." 

"  Perhaps  the  very  reverse,"  said  the  Duke  ;  "  and 
for  your  simile,  1  can  see  little  resemblance.  I  cannot 
charge  ray  spaniel  with  any  perfidy  ;  but  for  my  mistresses 
^10  confess  trulli,  1  must  always  be  In  a  cursed  hurry 
if  I  would  liave  the  credit  of  changing  lliem  before  they 
leave  me." 

"Andtliey  serve  you  but  rightly,  my  lord,"  answered  the 
lady ;  "  for  what  are  you  ? — Nay,  frown  not ;  for  you  must 
hear  the  truth  for  once.  Naturelias  done  its  part, and  made 
a  Giir  outside,  and  courtly  education  hath  added  its  share. 
You  are  noble,  It  is  the  accident  of  birth — handsome,  It  is 
the  caprice  of  Nature — generous,  because  lo  ^ive  is  more 
easy  than  to  refuse — well -apparelled,  it  is  to  the  creilit  oi 
your  tailor — well-natured  iu  tlie  main,  because  you  have 
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yotitb  and  health — ^brave,  because  to  be  otherwise  were 
to  be  degraded — and  witty,  because  you  cannot  help  it" 

The  Duke  darted  a  glance  on  one  of  tbe  hrge  mirron. 
**  Noble,  and  handsome,  and  court-like,  generous,  well- 
altired,  good-humoured,  brave,  and  witty  ! — ^You  aik)w 
roe  more,  madam,  t]ian  1  have  the  slightest  pretension  to, 
and  surely  enougli  to  make  roy  way,  at  some  point  H 
least,  to  female  favour." 

"  I  have  nehher  allowed  you  a  heart  nor  a  head,"  said 
Zarah,  calmly. — "  Nay,  never  redden  as  if  you  would 
fly  at  me.  1  say  not  but  nature  may  have  given  you  bdb ; 
but  folly  has  confounded  the  one,  and  selBsbness  per- 
verted tlie  other.  The  man  whom  I  call  deserving  the 
name,  is  one  whose  thoughts  and  exertions  are  for  odben, 
rather  than  himself, — whose  high  purpose  is  adopted  oa 
just  principles,  and  never  abandoned  while  heaven  or  earth 
aflbrds  means  of  accomplishing  it.  He  is  one  who  vrill 
neither  seek  an  indirect  advantage  by  a  specious  road,  nor 
take  an  evil  path  to  gain  a  real  good  purpose.  Such  a 
man  were  one  for  whom  a  woman's  heart  should  beat 
constant  while  he  breathes,  and  break  when  he  dies." 

She  spoke  with  so  much  energy  that  the  water  spark- 
led in  her  eyes,  and  her  cheek  coloured  with  the  vehe- 
mence of  her  feelings. 

*'  You  speak,"  said  the  Duke,  "  as  if  you  had  your- 
self a  heart  which  could  pay  the  full  tribute  to  the  merit 
which  you  describe  so  warmly." 

"  And  have  1  not  ?''  she  said,  laying  her  hand  on  her 
bosom.  ''  Here  beats  one  that  would  bear  me  out  in 
what  I  have  said,  whether  in  life  or  in  death." 

"  Were  it  in  my  power,'"  said  the  Duke,  who  began  to  get 
farther  interested  in  his  visiter  than  he  could  at  first  have 
thought  possible — "  Were  it  in  my  power  to  deserve  such 
faithful  attachment,  methinks  it  should  be  my  care  to  re- 
quite it." 

'*  Your  wealth,  your  titles,  your  reputation  as  a  gallant 
— all  you  possess,  were  too  little  to  merit  such  sincere 
afTuction." 
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"  Come,  ftir  lady,"  $aid  the  Duke,  a  good  deal  piqued, 
"  do  not  be  quite  so  disdainfii).  Bethink  you,  that  if  your 
love  be  as  pure  as  coined  L^old,  still  a  pour  fellow  like  my- 
aeir  may  ofier  you  aa  equivalent  in  silver — The  quantity 
at  my  aSbciion  must  make  up  for  its  quality." 

"  But  I  am  not  carrying  luy  afTection  to  market,  my 
lord  ;  and  therefore  I  need  none  of  the  base  coin  you 
t>fier  in  change  for  it." 

"  How  do  I  knoiv  that,  my  fairest  i"  said  the  Duke. 
**  This  is  the  realm  of  Paphos — You  have  invaded  it,  nith 
whit  purpose  you  best  know  ;  but  I  ihink  with  none  con- 
•isteot  with  your  present  nssumplion  of  cruelly.  Come, 
come — eyes  tliai  are  so  intelHgent  can  laugh  with  deliglit, 
■s  well  as  gleam  with  scorn  and  anger.  You  are  here  a 
waif  on  Cupid's  manor,  and  I  must  seize  on  you  in 
psnie  of  tlie  deity." 

"  Do  not  think  of  touching  me,  my  lord,"  said  the  lady. 
"  Approach  me  not,  if  you  would  hope  to  learn  the  pur- 
pose of  my  being  here.  Your  Gra:;e  may  suppose  youi^ 
■elf  a  Solomon  if  you  please ;  but  1  am  no  travelling 
princen,  come  from  distant  climes,  either  to  flatter  your 
pride,  or  wonder  at  your  glory." 

**  A  defiance,  by  Jupiter !"  said  the  Duke. 

"  You  mistake  the  signal,"  said  the  '  dark  ladye  ;* 
"  I  came  not  here  without  taking  sufficient  precautions  for 
my  retreat." 

"  You  moutb  it  bravely,"  said  the  Duke  ;  "  but  never 
fortress  so  boasted  its  resources  but  the  garrison  bad  some 
thoughts  of  surrender.  Thus  I  open  the  first  parallel." 
Tliey  had  been  hitherto  divided  from  each  other  by 
■  long  narrow  table,  which,  placed  in  the  recess  of  the 
large  casement  we  have  mentioned,  had  fcumed  a  sort 
of  btrrier  on  the  lady's  side,  against  the  adventurous  gal- 
lant. Tlie  Duke  went  hnsiily  to  remove  it  as  he  spoke ; 
but,  attentive  tn  all  his  motions,  his  visiter  instantly  darted 
through  the  half-open  window. 

Buckingham  uttered  a  cry  of  iiorror  and  surprise,  hav- 
ing no  doul)t,  at  first,  thai  ^le  iind  precipitated  herself 
from  a  height  of  at  least  fuurtccn  feet ;    for  so  far  tha 
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window  was  distant  from  the  ground.  But  when  be 
sprung  to  the  spot,  he  perceived,  to  his  astonishment,  dial 
she  hud  effected  her  descent  with  equal  agility  and  safety. 

The  outside  of  this  stately  mansion  was  decorated  iriih 
a  quantity  of  can'ing,  in  the  mixed  state,  betwixt  die 
GoUiic  and  Grecian  styles,  which  marks  the  age  of  ESis- 
abetli  and  her  successor ;  and  though  the  feat  seemed  t 
surprising  one,  the  projections  of  these  ornaments  were 
sufficient  to  afibrd  footing  to  a  creature  so  light  and  actife, 
even  in  her  hasty  descent. 

Inflamed  alike  by  mortification  and  curiosity,  Buckii^ 
ham  at  first  entertained  some  thought  of  following  herliy 
the  same  dangerous  route,  and  had  actually  got  upon  tbe 
till  of  the  window  for  tliat  purpose  ;  and  was  conteoh 
plating  what  might  be  his  next  safe  movement,  when,  ban 
a  neighbouring  thicket  of  shrubs,  amongst  which  his  visiief 
had  disappeared,  he  heard  her  chant  a  verse  of  a  comic 
song,  then  much  in  fasliion,  concerning  a  despairing  kwer 
who  had  recourse  to  a  precipice 


"  fiat  when  be  came  near, 

Beholding  how  iteq> 
Tbe  sidei  did  appear, 

Aod  ibe  bottom  bow  deep  ; 
Though  b'w  wit  was  rejected, 
He  sadly  reflected, 

'J'liat  a  lover  forsaken 
A  new  love  may  get ; 

Rut  a  neck  that's  once  bmkea 
Can  never  be  set/' 

The  Duke  could  not  help  laughing,  though  much  against 
his  will,  at  tl)e  resemblance  which  the  verses  bore  to  his 
own  absurd  situation,  and,  stepping  back  into  the  apart- 
ment, desisted  from  an  attempt  which  might  have  proved 
dangerous  as  well  as  ridiculous.  He  called  his  attend- 
ants, and  contented  himself  with  w*atching  the  little  thicket, 
unwilling  to  think  that  a  female,  who  had  thrown  herself 
in  a  great  measure  into  his  way,  meant  absolutely  to  mor- 
tiiy  him  by  a  retreat. 
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That  question  was  determined  in  an  instant.  A  form, 
wrapped  in  a  mantle,  witb  a  slourlied  iiat  and  shadowy 
plume,  issued  from  the  bushes,  and  was  lost  in  a  moment 
amongst  the  ruins  of  ancient  and  of  modern  buildings, 
with  which,  as  we  have  already  stated,  the  demesne  for- 
merly  termed  York  House,  was  now  encumbered  in  all 
directions. 

The  Duke's  servants,  who  had  obeyed  his  impatient 
summons,  were  hastily  directed  (o  search  for  this  tantaliz- 
ing siren  in  every  direction.  Their  master,  in  the  mean 
lime,  eager  and  vehement  in  every  new  pursuit,  but  espe- 
cially wlien  his  vanity  was  piqued,  encouraged  their  dili- 
gence by  bribes,  and  threats,  und  commands.  All  was 
in  vain, — ^Tliey  found  nothing  of  the  MaurJtanian  Prin- 
cess, as  she  called  herself,  but  the  inrban  and  the  veil  ; 
both  of  which  she  had  left  in  the  thicket,  together  wiib  , 
her  satin  slippers ;  which  articles,  doubtless,  she  had 
tlirown  aside  as  she  exchanged  them  for  others  less  re- 
markable. 

Finding  all  his  search  in  vain,  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, after  the  example  of  spoiled  chiltfTen  of  all  ages 
■nd  stations,  gave  n  loOse  to  the  frantic  vehemence  of 
passion  ;  and  fiercely  bo  swore  vengeance  on  his  late 
visiter,  whom  be  termed  by  a  thousand  opprobrious  epi- 
iIkis,  of  which  the  elegant  phrase  "  Jilt"  was  most 
frequently  repeated. 

Even  Jemingham,  who  kneiv  the  depths  and  shallows 
of  bis  master's  mood,  and  was  bold  lo  fathom  tliem  at 
stmosl  every  state  of  his  passions,  kept  out  of  his  way  on 
the  present  occasion  ;  and,  cabineted  with  the  pious  old 
housekeeper,  declared  to  her,  over  a  bottle  of  ratafia, 
that,  in  bis  apprehension,  if  his  Grace  did  not  learn  to  put 
some  control  on  his  temper,  chains,  darkness,  straw,  and 
Bedlam,  would  be  the  final  doom  of  the  gifted  aod  admired 
Dute  of  Buckingham. 
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CHAPTER  XVU. 


-ComeolioM  fipTM, 


Ardnnl,  and  dire,  npnng  froa  no  petlj 


The  quarrels  between  man  and  wife  are  proferbial ; 
but  let  not  these  honest  folks  think  that  conoeikm 
of  a  less  permanent  nature  are  free  rrom  similar  ju% 
The  frolic  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  the  sobie* 
quent  escape  of  Alice  Bridgenorth,  had  kindled  6erca 
dissension  in  Chiflinch's  family,  wlien,  on  bis  arrifal  ia 
town,  he  learned  these  two  stunning  events  :  **  I  tdl  jm," 
he  said  to  his  obliging  helpmate,  who  seemed  but  link 
moved  by  all  that  he  could  say  on  the  subject,  "  that 
your  d — - — d  carelessness  has  mined  the  work  of  years," 

*^  I  think  it  is  the  twentieth  time  you  have  siud  so," 
replied  the  danlfe  ;  **  and  without  such  frequent  assurance, 
I  was  quite  ready  to  believe  that  a  very  trifling  matter 
would  overset  any  scheme  of  yours,  however  long  thougliC 
of." 

^*  How  on  earth  could  you  have  the  folly  to  let  the 
Duke  into  the  house  when  you  expected  the  King  ?^  said 
the  irritated  courtier. 

"  Lord,  Chiffinch,"  answered  the  lady,  "  ought  not 
you  to  ask  the  porter,  rather  than  me,  that  sort  of  ques- 
tion ? — I  was  putting  on  my  cap  to  receive  his  Majesty." 

"  With  the  address  of  a  madge-howlet,"  said  Chiffinch, 
"  and  in  the  meanwhile  you  gave  the  cat  the  cream  to 
keep." 

"  Indeed,  Chiffinch,"  said  the  lady,  "  these  jannts  lo 
the  country  do  render  you  excessively  vulgar  !  there  is  a 
brutality  about  your  very  boots  !  nay,  your  muslin  rufBej 
being  somewhat  soiled,  give  to  your  knuckles  a  sort  of 
rural  rusticity,  as  I  may  call  it." 
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"  Ii  were  a  good  deeil,"  muttered  Chiffioch,  '*  to  make 
both  boots  and  knuckles  bang  the  folly  and  g^fectatioa  out 
of  tbee."  Then  speaking  aloud,  lie  added,  like  a  man 
who  would  fain  break  oS  an  argument,  by  extorting  from 
bis  adversary  a  confession  tliat  lie  has  reason  on  his  side, 
"  I  am  sure,  Kaic,  you  must  be  sensible  that  our  all  de- 
pends on  liis  Majesty's  pleasure." 

"  Leave  that  to  me,"  said  she,  "  I  know  how  to  pleas- 
ure lib  Majesty  better  than  you  can  teach  me.  Do  you 
think  his  Majesty  ia  booby  enougli  to  cry  like  a  schoolboy 
because  his  sparrow  has  flown  away  ?  His  Majesty  has 
better  toaie.  I  am  surprised  at  you,  Chilhnch,"  she  ad- 
ded, drawing  herself  up,  "  who  were  once  thought  to 
know  the  points  of  a  fine  woman,  that  you  should  have 
made  such  a  roaring  about  iliis  country  wench.  Why,  she 
baa  not  even  the  country  quality  of  being  plump  as  a 
bam-door  fowl,  but  is  more  like  a  Dunstable  lark,  thai 
ooe  must  crack  bones  and  all  if  you  would  make  a  mouth- 
ful of  it.  What  signifies  whence  she  came,  or  where  she 
goes  ?  There  wilt  be  those  behind  that  are  much  more 
worthy  of  his  Majesty's  condescending  attention,  even 
when  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth  takes  the  frumps." 

"  You  mean  your  neighbour.  Mistress  Nelly,"  said  her 
worthy  helpmate  ;  "  but,  Kate,  her  date  is  out.  Wit  she 
bas,  let  her  keep  herself  warm  whh  it  in  worse  company, 
Ibr  the  cant  of  a  gang  of  strollers  is  not  language  for  a 
prince's  chamber."* 

"  It  is  no  matter  what  I  mean,  or  whom  I  mean,"  said 
Mrs.  Cbiffinch  ;  "  but  I  tell  you,  Tom  Chiffioch,  that 
you  will  find  your  master  quite  consoled  for  loss  of  the 

Eiece  of  prudish  puritanism  that  you  would  needs  saddle 
im  with;  as  if  the  good  man  were  not  plagued  enough 
with  them  in  Parliament,  but  you  must,  forsooth,  bring 
ibem  into  his  very  bed-chamber.*' 

"  Well,  Kale,"   said  Chifiinch,   "  if  a  man  were  (o 

speak  all  the  sense  of  the  seven  wise  masters,  a  woman 

would  find  nonsense  enough  to  overwhelm  him  with  ;  so 

1  shall  say  no  more,  but  that  I  would  to  Heaven  I  may 

ID     vol..  II. 
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find  the  King  in  no  worse  humour  tlian  you  describe  him. 
I  am  commanded  to  attend  him  down  the  river  to  the 
Tower  to-day,  where  he  is  to  make  some  survey  of  arm 
and  stores.  They  are  clever  fellows  who  contrive  to  keep 
Rowley  from  engaging  in  business,  for,  by  my  word,  he 
has  a  turn  for  it." 

'^  I  warrant  you,"  said  Chiffinch  the  female,  nodding, 
but  rather  to  her  own  figure  reflected  from  a  mirror,  than 
to  her  politic  husband,  "  I  warrant  you  we  will  find  means 
of  occupying  him  that  will  sufficiently  fill  up  his  time." 

''  On  my  honour,  Kate,"  said  the  male  Chiffinch,  "  I 
find  you  sti^^angely  altered,  and,  to  speak  truth,  grown  most 
extremely  opinionative.  I  shall  be  happy  if  you  hare 
good  reason  for  your  confidence." 

The  dame  smiled  superciliously,  but  deigned  no  other 
answer,  unless  this  were  one,- — '^  I  shall  order  a  boat  to 
go  upon  the  Thames  to-day  with  the  royal  party." 

"  Take  care  what  you  do,  Kate  ;  there  are  none  dare 
presume  so  far  but  women  of  the  first  rank.  Duchess 
of  Bolion — of  Buckingham — of " 


"  Who  cares  for  a  list  of  names  ?  why  may  not  I  be  is 
forward  as  the  greatest  B.  amongst  your  string  of  them  ?* 

''  Nay,  faith,  thou  mayst  match  the  greatest  B,  in 
Court  already,"  answered  Chiffinch  ;  "  so  e'en  take  thy 
own  course  of  it.  But  do  not  let  Chaubert  forget  to  ^ 
some  collation  ready,  and  a  souper  au  petit  eouvert^  in 
case  it  should  be  commanded  for  the  evening." 

"  Ay,  there  your  boasted  knowledge  of  Court  matters 
begins  and  ends. — Chiffinch,  Chaubert,  and  Company  ; 
— dissolve  thai  partnership,  and  you  break  Tom  Chiffioch 
for  a  courtier." 

"  Amen,  Kate,"  replied  Chiffinch  ;  "  and  let  me  tell 
you,  it  is  as  safe  to  rely  on  another  person's  fingers  as  on 
our  own  wit.  But  I  must  give  orders  for  the  water. — If 
you  will  take  the  pinnace,  there  are  the  cloth-of-goid 
cushions  in  the  chapel  may  serve  to  cover  the  benches  for 
the  day.  They  are  never  wanted  where  they  lie,  so  you 
may  make  free  with  them  too." 

Madam  Chiffinch  accordingly  mingled  with  the  fbtilla 
which  attended  the  King  on  his  voyage  down  the  Thames, 
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whom  nas  ibe  Queen,  attended  by  some  of  the 
ladies  of  ihc  Coun.  Tlie  little  plump  Cleopa- 
led  to  as  mucb  advantage  as  her  taste  could  de- 
seated  upon  her  embroidered  cushions  like  Ve- 
;r  shell,  neglected  nothing  that  effrontery  and 
'ie  could  perform  to  draw  upon  herself  soma 
f  the  King's  observation  ;  but  Charles  tvas  not 
in,  and  did  not  even  pay  her  the  slightest  passing 
of  any  kind,  unlil  her  boatmen,  having  ventured 
ich  nearer  to  the  Queen's  barge  than  etiquette 
I,  received  a  peremptory  order  to  back  their  oars, 
QUI  of  the  royal  procesnon.  Madam  ChiSncli 
spile,  and  transgressed  Solomon's  warning,  by 
be  King  in  her  be:irt  ;  but  hail  no  better  course 
return  to  Westminster,  aod  direct  Chaubert's 
ons  for  the  evening. 

meantime,  the  royal  barge  paused  at  the  Tower ; 
ompanicd  by  a  laughing  train  of  ladies  and  of 
,  the  gay  monarch  made  the  echoes  of  the  old 
vers  ring  with  the  unwonted  sounds  of  mirth  and 
As  they  ascended  from  the  river  side  to  the 
'  the  building,  where  the  fine  old  Keep  of  William 
ueror,  called  the  White  Tower,  predominates 
exterior  defences,  Heaven  only  knows  how  ma- 
[  jests,  good  or  bad,  were  run  on  the  con^risoo 
ijesty's  state-prison  to  that  of  Cupid,  and  whkt 
niles  were  drawn  between  the  ladies  eyes  ttad 
of  the  fortress,  which,  spoken  with  a  fashionably 
and  listened  to  with  a  smile  from  a  fair  lad/t 
>e  fine  conversation  of  the  day. 
ay  swarm  of  flutterers  did  not,  however,  attend 
the  King's  person,  though  they  had  accompanied 
bis  party  on  the  river.  Charles,  wiio  often  form- 
r  and  sensible  resolutions,  though  he  was  too 
'erted  from  them  by  indolence  or  pleasure,  bad 
ire  to  make  himself  personally  acquainted  with 
of  the  military  stores,  arms,  iic.  of  which  the 
■  then,  as  now,  the  magazine ;  and,  although  he 
gbt  with  him  the  usual  number  of  his  courtiers, 
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only  three  or  four  attended  him  on  the  scrutiny  wbicfa  he 
intended.  Whilst,  therefore,  the  rest  of  the  train  amus- 
ed themselves  as  they  might  in  otlier  parts  of  the  Tower, 
the  King,  accompanied  by  the  Dukes  of  Buckinglnni, 
Ormond,  and  one  or  two  others,  walked  through  the  well- 
known  hall,  in  which  is  preserved  the  most  splendid  mag- 
azine of  arras  in  the  world,  and  which,  though  far  fitmi 
exhibiting  its  present  extraordinary  state  of  perfectkiB, 
was  even  then  an  arsenal  worthy  of  the  great  natkn  lo 
which  it  belonged. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond,  well  known  for  bis  services 
during  the  Great  Civil  War,  was,  as  we  have  elsewhere 
noticed,  at  present  rather  on  cold  terms  with  his  sovereign, 
who  nevertheless  asked  his  advice  on  many  occasions, 
and  who  required  it  on  the  present  amongst  others,  when 
it  was  not  a  little  feared,  that  the  Parliament,  in  their  seal 
for  the  Protestant  religion,  might  desire  to  take  tbe  mag- 
azines of  arms  and  ammunition  under  tlieir  own  exclusire 
orders.  While  Charles  sadly  hinted  at  such  a  tenninalioo 
of  the  popular  jealousies  of  the  period,  and  discussed 
with  Ormond  the  means  of  resisting  or  evading  it,  Buck- 
ingham, falling  a  liule  behind,  amused  himself  with  ridi- 
culing the  antiquated  appearance  and  embarrassed  de- 
meanour of  the  old  warder  who  attended  on  the  occasion, 
and  who  clianced  to  be  the  very  same  that  escorted  Ju- 
lian Peveril  to  his  present  place  of  confinement.  The 
Duke  prosecuted  his  raillery  with  the  greater  activity,  that 
he  found  the  old  man,  though  restrained  by  the  place  and 
presence,  was  rather  upon  the  whole  testy,  and  disposed 
to  aHbrd  what  sportsmen  call  play  to  his  persecutor.  Tbe 
various  pieces  of  ancient  armour,  with  which  the  wall  was 
covered,  afforded  the  principal  source  of  tl)c  Duke*s  wit, 
as  he  insisted  upon  knowing  from  the  old  man,  who,  he 
said,  could  best  remember  matters  from  tlie  days  of  Kine 
Arthur  downwards  at  the  least,  the  history  of  the  difiisr- 
ent  warlike  weapons,  and  anecdotes  of  tlie  battles  in 
which  they  had  been  wielded.  The  old  man  obviously 
suffered  when  he  was  obliged,  by  repeated  questions,  to 
tell  the  legends  (often  sufiicicntly  absurd)  which  the  Ira- 
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ditioa  of  llie  place  bad  assigned  to  particular  relics.  Far 
from  flourisliiog  his  partisan,  and  auginentinf;  the  empha- 
sis of  his  voice,  as  was  and  is  tiie  prevsihng  faaliion  of 
these  warlike  ciceroni,  it  wasscarcely  possible  to  extort 
from  him  a  single  nord  concerning  those  topics  on  which 
tbeir  iiirormolioa  is  usually  overflowing. 

"  Do  you  know,  my  friend,"  said  the  Duke  to  him  at 
last,  "  I  begin  to  change  my  mind  respecting  yoti  ?  I 
Mipposed  you  must  have  served  as  a  yeoman  of  the  guard 
UDcebluff  King  Henry's  lime,  and  expected  tohcsrsome- 
ihiog  from  you  uhont  iliu  Field  of  the  Clodi  of  Gold, — 
'  wd  I  thought  of  asking  you  the  colour  of  Anne  Bullen's 
breast-kuot,  which  cost  the  Pope  three  kingdoms  ;  but  1 
UD  afraid  you  are  but  a  novice  in  such  recollections  of 
love  and  chivalry.  Art  sure  thou  didst  not  creep  into 
thy  warlike  office  from  some  dark  shop  in  the  Toncr- 
Hamiets,  and  that  thou  hast  not  converted  an  unlawful 
measuring-yard  into  that  glorious  imlbert? — [warrant,  thou 
canst  ool  even  lell  one  whom  tills  piece  of  antique  pano- 
plyperlained  to  ?" 

The  Duke  pointed  at  random  to  a  cuirass  which  hung 
unongst  others,  but  was  rather  remarkable  from  being 
better  cleaned. 

"  I  should  know  tliat  piece  of  iron,"  said  the  warder 
bluntly,  yet  with  some  change  in  bts  voice  j  "  for  I  have 
known  a  man  within  side  of  it  who  would  not  have  en- 
dured half  the  impertinence  I  have  heard  spoken  to-doy." 

The  tone  of  the  old  man,  as  well  as  the  words,  attract- 
ed the  attention  of  Charles  and  the  Duke  of  Orniond, 
who  were  only  two  steps  before  the  speaker.  They  both 
•topped,  and  turned  round ;  the  former  saying  at  the  same 
time, — "  How  now,  sirrah  !— .what  answers  are  these  ?^ 
What  man  do  you  s|>eak  of?" 

"  Of  one  who  is  none  now,"  said  the  warder,  "  what- 
ever he  may  have  been." 

"  The  old  man  surely  ^caks  of  himself,"  said  the 
Duke  of  Orf.iond,  closely  examining  the  countenance  of 
the  warder  which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  turn  away. 

19*       VOL.    II. 
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« I  ain  sure  1  remember  tliese  features — ^Are  not  700  mj 
M  friend  Major  Coleby  ?** 

**  I  wish  your  Grace's  memory  had  been  less  accunte," 
said  the  old  maii»  colouring  deeply,  aud  fixing  his  eyes 
on  the  ground. 

The  King  was  greatly  shocked. — ^*  Crood  God  I"  be 
said,  *^  the  gallant  Major  Coleby,  who  joined  us  with  lis 
four  sons  and  a  hundred  and  fil'ty  men  at  Warrington  !— 
And  is  this  all  we  could  do  for  an  old  Worcester  friend  ?" 

The  tears  rushed  thick  into  tlie  old  man's  eyes  as  he 
said,  in  broken  accents,  **  Never  mind  me,  sire  ;  I  am 
well  enough  here — a  worn-out  soldier  nisting  anMM^  old 
armour.  Where  one  old  cavalier  is  better,  there  are 
twenty  worse. — I  am  sorry  your  Majesty  should  know 
anything  of  it,  since  it  grieves  you." 

With  that  kindness,  which  was  a  redeeming  point  of 
his  character,  Charles,  while  the  old  man  was  speaking, 
took  the  partizan  from  him  with  his  own  hand,  and  put  it 
into  that  of  Buckingham,  saying,  ^*  What  Coleby*s  band 
has  borne,  can  disgrace  neither  yours  nor  mine, — and  you 
owe  him  this  atonement.  Time  has  been  with  him,  that, 
for  less  provocaticAi,  he  would  have  laid  it  about  yoor 
ears." 

The  Duke  bowed  deeply,  but  coloured  with  resent* 
ment,  and  took  an  immediate  opportunity  to  place  the 
weapon  carelessly  against  a  pile  of  arms.  The  King  did 
not  observe  .a  contemptuous  motion,  which,  perhaps, 
would  not  have  pleased  him,  being  at  the  moment  occu- 
pied with  the  veteran,  whom  he  exhorted  to  lean  upon 
him,  as  he  conveyed  him  to  a  seat,  permitting  no  other 
person  to  assist  him.  "  Rest  there,"  he  said,  **  my 
brave  old  friend  :  and  Charles  Stuart  must  be  poor  in- 
deed if  you  wear  that  dress  an  hour  longer. — \ou  look 
very  pale,  my  good  Coleby,  to  have  had  so  much  colour 
a  few  minutes  since.  Be  not  vexed  at  what  Buckingham 
says,  no  one  minds  bis  folly. — You  look  worse  and  worse 
Come,  come,  you  are  too  much  hurried  by  this  meeting 
Sit  stiJl — do  not  rise — do  not  attempt  to  kneel.     I  con»- 


FETKRIX  •*  TIIB  TZIK.  S9S 

mand  yoa  to  repose  yourself  (ill  I  bare  nude  the  round 
of  these  aporbnenU." 

Thfl  oil!  cBvaiier  stooped  liis  head  in  token  of  acqui- 
escence in  the  conimaod  of  his  Sovereign,  but  he  raited 
it  not  again.  The  tumultuous  agitation  of  the  moment 
had  been  too  much  for  spirits  which  had  been  long  in  a 
state  of  de))ressioQ,  and  health  which  was  much  decayed. 
When  the  King  4nd  his  attendants,  after  half  an  hour'i 
absence,  returned  to  the  spot  where  tbey  had  left  the 
TCteran,  they  found  him  dead,  and  already  cold,  in  tha 
attitude  of  one  who  has  fallen  easily  asleep.  The  King 
tras  dreadfully  shocked  ;  and  it  was  with  a  low  and  fal- 
tering voice  that  he  directed  the  body,  in  due  time,  to  be 
bonouratity  buried  tn  the  cliopel  of  the  Tower.^  He  was 
then  silent,  until  be  attained  the  steps  in  front  of  the  srsc- 
nal,  where  the  parly  in  attendance  upon  bis  person  began 
lo  assemble  at  his  approach,  along  wiUi  some  other  persona 
of  respcctahle  appearance,  whom  curiosity  had  attracted. 

"  This  is  dreadful,"  said  the  King.  "  We  must  find 
*  tome  means  of  relieving  tlie  distresses,  and  rewarding  the 
Bdclity  of  our  sullering  folknvers,  or  posterity  will  cry  fie 
upon  our  memory." 

"  Your  Majesty  bas  bad  often  such  plans  agitated  in 
your  council,"  said  Buckingham. 

**  True,  George,"  said  the  I^ing.  "  I  can  safely  say 
it  is  not  ray  fault.     1  have  thought  of  it  .for  years." 

"  It  cannot  be  too  well  considered,"  said  lluckingbam  ; 
"  besides,  every  year  makes  the  task  of  relief  easier." 

"  True,"  said  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  "  by  diminishing 
the  number  of  sufferers.  Here  is  poor  old  Colehy  will 
BO  longer  be  a  buideo   to  the  CroHm." 

"  You  are  too  severe,  my  Lord  of  Ormond,"-  said  tha 
Kiug,  "  and  should  respect  the  feelings  you  trespass  oa. 
You  cannot  suppose  that  we  would  have  permitted  thia 
poor  man  to  bold  such  a  situation  had  we  known  of  the 
circumstance  ?" 

"  For  God's  sake,  then,  sire,"  ■  said  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, "  turn  your  eyes,  wliicli  have  just  rested  on  tlw 
corpse  of  one  old  friund,  ui>on  the  distresies  of  others 
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Here  is  ibe  valiant  old  Sir  GeoflSrey  Peveril  of  die  Peak, 
who  fought  through  the  whole  war,  wherever  blows  were 
going,  and  was  the  last  man,  I  believe,  in  England,  who  lud 
down  bis  arms— Here  is  his  son,  of  whom  I  have  the 
highest  accounts,  as  a  gallant  of  spirit,  accompKshmeots, 
and  courage — Here  is  the  unfortunate  House  of  Dcrbj 
-—for  pity's  sake  interfere  in  behalf  of  these  victims, 
whom  the  folds  of  this  hydra-plot  have  entangled,  ia 
order  to  crush  them  to  death — rebuke  the  fiends  that  are 
seeking  to  devour  tlieir  lives,  and  disappoint  the  harpies 
that  are  gaping  for  their  property.  This  very  day  seveo- 
Dight  the  unfortunate  family,  father  and  son,  are  to  bo 
brought  u]M>n  trial  for  crimes  of  which  they  are  as  guilt- 
less, I  boldly  pronounce,  as  any  who  stand  in  this  pres- 
ence. For  God's  s:ikc,  sire,  let  us  hope  that,  should  the 
prejudices  of  the  people  condemn  them,  as  it  has  done 
others,  you  will  at  last  step  between  tlie  blood-hunters  and 
their  prey." 

The  King  looked,  as  he  really  was,  exceedingly  per- 
plexed. 

Buckingham,  between  whom  and  Ormond  tliere  existed 
a  constant  and  almost  mortal  quarrel,  interfered  to  eSoci 
a  diversion  in  Charles's  favour.  ''  Your  Majesty's  royal 
benevolence,"  he  said,  "  needs  never  want  exercise, 
while  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is  near  your  person.  He 
has  his  sleeve  cut  in  the  old  and  ample  fashion,  that  he 
may  always  have  store  of  mined  cavaliers  stowed  in  it 
to  produce  at  demand,  rare  old  raw-boned  l)oy5,  with 
Malmsey  noses,  bald  heads,  spindle  shanks,  and  merci- 
less histories  of  Edgehill  and  Naseby." 

**  My  sleeve  is,  I  dare  say,  of  an  antique  cut,"  said 
Ornnond,  looking  full  at  the  Duke  ;  *'  but  I  pin  neither 
bravoes  nor  ruffians  upon  it,  my  Lord  of  Buckingham,  as 
I  see  fastened  to  coats  of  the  new  mode." 

"  That  is  a  little  too  sharp  for  our  presence,  my  lord," 
•aid  the  King. 

"  Not  if  I  make  my  .words  good,"  said  Ormond. — 
**  My  Lord  of  Buckingham,  will  you  name  the  man  you 
spoke  to  as  yon  left  the  boat  ?" 
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••  I  spoke  to  no  one,"  said  tlie  Duka  fanslily — "  nay,  I 
mistake,  I  remember  a  fullow  whispered  in  my  ear,  tJiit 
cme,  who  I  tliouglit  had  ]ert  London,  was  still  lingering  in 
town.     A  person  whom  I  had  business  with." 

"  Was  yon  the  messenger  ?"  said  Ormand,  singling 
oat  IroiD  the  crowd  who  stood  in  the  court-yard,  a  tall 
dark^ooking  man,  muffled  in  a  large  ckiak,  wearing  a 
broad  shadowy  black  beaver  hat,  with  a  long  sword  of  tlie 
Spanish  fashion — Uie  very  colonel,  in  short,  whom  Buck- 
ingham hud  despatched  in  quest  of  Christian,  with  the 
intentionoT  detaining  him  in  the  country. 

When  Buckingham's  eyes  had  followed  the  direction 
of  Ormond's  finger,  he  could  not  help  blushing  so  deep- 
ly, ai  to  attract  the  King's  attention.*^ 

**  What  new  frolic  is  this,  George  f"  he  said.  "  Gentl»- 
mea,  hnng  that  fellow  fonvard.  On  my  life,  a  truculent- 
loolung  caitiff. — Hark  ye,  friend,  wlio  are  you  ?  If  an 
bmest  man.  Nature  has  forgot  to  label  it  upon  your  coun- 
tenance.—Does  none  here  know  him  ? 


"  He  is  well  known  to  many,  sire,"  replied  Orraond  ; 
**  and  that  he  walks  in  this  area  with  bis  neck  safe,  and 
his  limbs  unshackled,  is  an  instance,  amongst  many,  that 
we  live  under  the  sway  of  the  most  merciful  Prince  of 


.arope." 
"Odds 


Mdsfish  !  who  is  the  man,  my  Lord  Duke  P"  said 
die  King.  "  Your  Grace  talks  mysteries — Buckiogbani 
blushes — and  tlie  rogue  himself  is  dumb." 

**  That  honest  gentleman,  please  your  Majesty,"  replied 
■he  Duke  of  Ormond,  '■  whose  modesty  makes  him  route, 
diough  it  cannot  make  him  blush,  is  the  notorious  Colonel 
BkKxl,  as  he  calls  himself,  whose  attempt  to  possess  him- 
■elf  of  your  Majesty's  royal  crown  look  place  at  no  very 
distant  date    in  this  very  Tower  of  London." 

"  That  exploit  is  not  easily  forgotten,"  said  the  King  ; 
**  but  that  tlie  fellow  lives,  shows  your  Grace's  clemency 
u  well  as  nine." 
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'*  I  canoot  deny  that  1  was  in  his  bands,  sure,"  takl 
OriQondy  ''  and  had  certainly  been  murdered  by  him, 
bad  he  chosen  to  uke  my  life  on  the  spot,  instead  of  de»> 
tining  me — ^I  thank  him  for  the  honour — to  be  hanged  at 
Tyburn.  I  had  certainly  been  sped,  if  he  had  thought 
me  worth  knife  or  pistol,  or  anything  short  of  the  cord.— 
Look  at  him,  sire  !  If  the  rascal  dared,  he  would  say  at 
this  moment,  like  Caliban  in  the  play,  *  Ho,  ho,  I  wouU 
1  had  done  it!"' 

*'  Why,  oddsfish  i**  answered  the  King,  **  he  hath  a  lil- 
lanous  sneer,  ray  lord,  which  seems  to  say  as  much ;  but, 
my  Lord  Duke,  we  have  pardoned  him,  and  so  has  your 
Grace.?' 

''  It  would  ill  have  become  me,"  said  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,-  ''  to  have  been  severe  in  prosecuting  an  at- 
tempt on  my  poor  life,  when  your  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  remit  his  more  outrageous  and  insolent  attempt  upon 
your  royal  crown.  But  I  must  conceive  it  as  a  piece 
of  supreme  insolence  on  the  part  of  this  blood-thirsty 
bully,  by  whomsoever  he  may  be  now  backed,  to  appear  in 
tlie  Tower,  which  was  the  theatre  of  one  of  his  villanies, 
or  before  me,  who  was  well  nigh  the  victim  of  another." 

*'  It  shall  be  amended  in  future,"  said  the  King. — 
**  Hark  ye,  sirrah  Blood,  if  you  again  presume  to  tlirust 
yourself  in  the  way  you  have  done  but  now,  I  will  have 
the  hangman's  knife  and  your  knavish  ears  made  ac- 
quainted." 

Blood  bowed,  and,  with  a  coolness  of  impudence  which 
did  his  nerves  great  honour,  he  said  he  had  only  come  to 
the  Tower  accidentally,  to  communicate  with  a  particular 
friend  on  business  of  importance.  "  My  Lord  Duke  of 
Buckingham,"  he  said,  **  knew  he  had  no  other  mten- 
tions." 

"  Get  you  gone,  you  scoundrelly  cut-throat,"  said  the 
Duke,  as  much  impatient  of  Colonel  Blood's  claim  of 
acquaintance,  as  a  town-rake  of  the  low  and  blackguard 
companions  of  his  midnight  rambles,  when  they  accost  him 
in  daylight  amidst  better  company  ;  "  if  you  dare  to  quote 
my  name  again,  I  will  have  you  thrown  into  the  Thames." 
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Blood,  thus  repulsed,  turned  round  with  the  n\ost  insr>- 
lent  composure,  and  walked  away  down  Trom  the  parade, 
■11  men  looking  at  l)im,  as  at  some  strange  and  monstrous 
prodigy,  so  much  was  he  renowned  for  daring  and  des- 
perate viDany.  Some  even  followed  him,  to  have  a  bel- 
ter survey  of  ihe  notorious  Colonel  Blood,  like  the  smaDer 
tribe  of  birds  which  keep  fluttering  around  an  owl  when 
be  appears  in  the  light  of  the  sun.  But  as,  in  the  latter 
case,  tliese  tbonglnless  Bullcrers  are  careful  to  keep  out  of 
Teach  of  the  beak  and  claws  of  tlie  bird  of  Minerva,  so 
none  of  those  who  followed  and  gazed  on  Blood  as  some- 
thing ominous,  cared  to  bandy  looks  with  him,  or  to  endure 
■nd  return  Ihe  lowering  and  deadly  glances  which  he 
shot  from  time  to  lime  on  tiiose  who  pressed  nearest  to 
him.  He  stalked  on  in  this  manner,  like  a  daunted  yet 
sullen  wolf,  afraid  to  stop,  yet  untvillrng  to  Ay,  until  he 
reached  the  Traitor's  gate,  and  getting  on  board  a  scul- 
ler which  waited  for  him,  he  disappeared  from  their  eyes. 

Charles  would  fain  have  obliterated  all  recollection  of 
his  a'ppeanince,  by  the  observation,  "  It  were  shame  (hat 
such  a  reprobate  scoundrel  should  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cord between  two  noblemen  of  distinction;"  and  he  re- 
commended to  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Ormond 
lo  join  hands,  and  forget  a  misunderstanding  wliicb  rose 
on  to  unworthy  a  subject. 

Buckingham  answered  carelessly,  "  That  tlte  Duke  of 
Ormond's  honoured  white  hairs  were  a  sufficient  apology 
for  liis  making  the  first  overtures  to  a  reconciliation,"  and 
he  held  out  his  hand  <  accordingly.  But  Ormond  only 
bowed  in  return,  and  said,  "  the  King  had  no  cause  to 
expect  that  the  Court  would  be  disturbed  by  his  personal 
resentments,  since  time  would  not  yield  him  hack  twenty 
years,  nor  the  grave  restore  his  gallant  son  Ossory.  As 
In  the  ruflian  who  had  intnided  himself  there,  he  was 
obliged  to  him,  since,  by  showing  that  his  Majesty's  clem^ 
ency  extended  even  to  the  very  worst  of  criminals,  h»- 
strengthened  his  hopes  of  obtaining  the  King's  favour  tor 
such  of  his  innocent  friends  as  were  now  in  prison,  and  io 
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danger  from  llie  odious  cbar^ea  broi^it  aguiut  ibcm  tm 
the  Kore  of  ifae  Popish  PloL" 

The  King  made  no  odter  answer  to  ilus  iDMonatioa  dm 
-hj  direciinz  that  the  company  gbould  embark  for  their 
return  to  Whitehall ;  and  ihui  took  leave  of  the  offieen 
-of  the  Tower  who  were  in  attendance,  with  one  of  ihoM 
well-tumed  complimenta  to  their  discharge  of  duty,  which 
no  man  knew  beuer  bow  to  exprera  ;  and  issued  at  the 
same  time  strict  and  anxious  orders  for  protecdoo  and 
.defence  of  the  important  fortress  confided  to  them,  and 
all  which  it  contained. 

Before  he  parted  with  Orniond  on  their  arrival  at 
Whitehall,  he  turned  round  to  him,  as  one  who  has  madi 
up  his  renlutioo,  and  snid,  "  Be  satisfied,  my  Lord  Daks 
^HMir  friend's  case  shall  be  looked  to." 

In  the  same  erening  the  Attomey-General,  and  Nonh, 
Lord-ChieMustice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  had  orders, 
with  ail  secrecy,  to  meet  his  Mnjesty  that  evening  on  es- 
pecial matters  of  state,  at  the  apartments  of  Chiffiocb,  tbt 
centre  of  all  afiairs,  whether  of  galhutiy  or  busioest. 


CHAPTER  XVUI. 

Tel,  Cmh.lhouibitt  froai  oMrn  paa  i 
Enict  ihjKir,  Ibou  picHiDiiiHtal  bna, 
High  u  Ihe  MipeM  of  iby  me   ' 


The  rooming  which  Charles  had  spent  in  visiting  the 
Tower,  had  been  very  difierently  eroployed  by  those  un- 
happy individuals,  whom  their  bad  fate,  and  the  singvlir 
temper  of  the  times,  had  made  the  innocent  tenants  of  that 
stale  prison,  and  who  had  received  official  notice  thii 
they  were  to  stand  their  trial  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
al  Westminster,  on  tli4?  seventh  succeeding  day.    Tbr 
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stout  dd  CflTalier  at  first  oiil)'  railed  at  tlie  officer  tot 
spoiling  Ilia  breakfast  with  the  ncwa,  but-  evinced  great 
feeling  when  be  was  told  that  Julian  v/aa  lo  be  put  under 
the  same  indictment. 

We  intend  to  dwell  only  verj  gencrnlly  on  the  nature 
of  their  triHl,  which  corresponded,  In  the  outline,  with 
Himost  nil  those  that  took  place  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  Popish  Pint.  That  is,  one  or  two  infamous  and 
perjured  evidences,  whose  pmfi.'ssion  of  common  itifunn- 
ers  hod  become  frigbtfuHy  lucrative,  made  oalh  lo  the 
prisoners'  having  expressed  themselves  interested  in  the 
great  confederacy  of  the  Catholics.  A  number  of  others 
brought  forward  facts  or  susplrlons,  affecting  liie  character 
of  the  parties  as  houesi  Protestants  and  good  subjects  ; 
and  betwixt  the  direct~and  iiresnmpiive  evidence,  enough 
ivas  usually  extracted  for  jtisiifying,  to  a  corrupted  court 
and  a  perjured  jury,  the  fatal  verdict  of  Guilty. 

The  fury  of  the  people  had,  however,  now  begun  to 
pass  away,  exhausted  even  by  its  own  violence.  The 
English  nation  differ  from  alt  others,  indeed  even  from 
those  of  the  sister  kingdoms,  in  being  very  easily  sated 
with  punishment,  even  when  they  suppose  it  most  merited. 
Othn*  nations  are  like  the  lamed  tiger,  which,  when  once 
iu  native  appetite  for  slaughter  is  indulged  in  one  instance, 
rushes  on  in  promiscuous  ravages.  But  the  English  pub- 
lic have  always  rather  resembled  what  is  told  of  the 
sleutb-dog,  which,  eager,  lierce,  and  clamorous  in  pursuit 
of  his  prey,  desists  from  it  so  soon  as  blood  is  sprinkled 
upon  bis  path. 

Men's  minds  were  now  beginning  to  cool— the  character 
of  thewitnesses  was  more  closely  sifted — their  lestimoniea 
did  not  in  all  cases  tally — and  a  wholesome  suspicion  be- 
gan to  be  entertained  of  men,  who  would  never  say  they 
bad  oaade  a  full  discovery  of  all  they  knew,  but  avowedly 
reserved  some  point  of  evidence  to  bear  on  future  trials. 

The  King  also,  who  had  tain  passive  during  the  first 
burst  of  popular  fury,  was  now  beginning  to  bestir  himself, 
which  produced  a  marked  effect  on  ihc  conduct  of  tha 
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CrowD  Counsel,  and  even  the  Judges.  Sir  George  Wake* 
man  had  been  acquitted  in  spite  of  Oates's  direct  testiioo- 
ny ;  and  public  attention  was  strongly  excited  coDceratng 
the  event  of  the  next  trial,  which  chanced  to  be  that  of 
the  Peverils,  father  and  son,  with  whom,  I  know  not  fron 
what  concatenation,  little  Hudson  the  dwarf  was  placed  at 
the  bar  of  the  Couit  of  King^s  Bench. 

It  was  a  piteous  sight  to  behold  a  father  and  son,  vbo 
bad  been  so  long  separated,  meet  under  circumstances lo 
melancholy  ;  and  many  tears  were  shed,  when  the  mi- 
jestic  old  man,  for  such  he  was,  though  now  broken  viik 
years,  folded  his  son  to  his  bosom,  with  a  mixture  of  jof, 
afiection,  and  a  bitter  anticipation  of  the  event  of  the  im- 
pending trial.  There  was  a  feeling  in  the  Court  that  bt 
a  moment  overcame  every  prejudice  and  party  MSa^* 
Many  spectators  shed  tears  ;  and  there  was  even  a  bv 
moaning,  as  of  those  who  weep  aloud. 

Such  as  felt  themselves  siiflicicntly  at  ease  to  remark 
the  conduct  of  poor  little  Geoffrey  Hudson,  who  was 
scarcely  observed  amid  the  preponderating  interest  created 
by  his  companions  m  misfortune,  could  not  but  notice  a 
strong  degree  of  mortification  on  the  part  of  that  diininu- 
tive  gentleman.  He  had  soothed  his  great  mind  by  tbe 
thoughts  of  playing  the  character  which  he  was  called  oo 
to  sustain,  in  a  manner  which  should  be  long  recnembered 
in  that  place  ;  and,  on  his  entrance,  had  saluted  the  nu- 
merous spectators,  as  well  as  the  Court,  with  a  cavalier 
air,  which  he  meant  should  express  grace,  high-breeding, 
perfect  coolness,  with  a  noble  disregard  to  the  issue  of 
their  proceedinj^s.  But  ^lis  little  person  was  so  obscured 
and  jostled  aside,  on  the  meeting  of  the  father  and  son, 
who  had  been  bronj^ht  in  diflbrent  boats  from  the  Tower, 
and  placed  at  the  bnr  at  the  same  moment,  that  his  dis- 
tress and  his  dignity  were  alike  thrown  into  the  back- 
ground, and  attracted  neither  sympathy  nor  admiration. 

The  dwarfs  wisest  way  to^ttract  attention,  would  bare 
been  to  remain  quiet,  when  so  remarkable  an  exterior 
would  certainly  have  received  in  its  turn  the  share  of 
public  notice  which  he  so  eagerly  coveted.      But  wbeo 
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did  personal  rsnily  listen  to  the  suggesliona  of  prudence  ^ 
—Our  impatient  friend  scrambled,  ivith  some  difficulty, 
OQ  the  top  of  the  bench  intended  for  his  seat ;  and  there 
**  painjng  himself  to  stand  a-lip-toe,"  like  Chaucer's  gal- 
lant Sir  Chaiinticlere,  he  challenged  ilie  notice  of  the  au- 
dience as  he  stood  bowiog  and  claiming  acquaintance  of 
faia  oimesake  Sir  Geoffrey  the  larger,  with  whose  shoul- 
ders, notwithstanding  his  elevated  situation,  he  was  sciirce- 
ly  yet  upon  a  level. 

The  teller  Knight,  whose  mind  was  occupied  in  a  very 
diflerent  manuer,  took  no  notice  of  these  advances  upon 
the  dwarfs  part,  but  sat  down  with  the  determination 
rsther  to  die  on  the  spot  than  evince  any  symptoms  of 
weakness  before  Roundheads  and  Preshytcrians  ;  under 
which  obnoxious  epithets,  being  too  old-ibsbioned  to  find 
out  party  designations  of  a  newer  date,  he  comprehended 
all  persons  concerned  in  his  present  trouble. 

By  Sir  Geoffrey  the  Inrger's  change  of  position,  his  face 
was  thus  brought  on  «  level  with  ihut  of  Sir  GeoJirey  the 
less,  who  bad  an  opportunity  of  pulling  liiin  by  the  cloak. 
He  of  Martiudale  Caslle,  rather  mechanically  than  con- 
sciously, tumed  bis  head  towards  the  large  wrinkled  vis- 
age, which,  struggling  between  an  assumed  air  of  easy 
importance,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  be  noticed,  was 
^itnacing  within  a  yard  of  him.  But  neither  the  singular 
physiognomy,  the  nods  and  smiles  of  greeting  and  recog- 
nition into  which  it  was  wreathed,  nor  the  strange  little 
foroi  by  which  it  was  supported,  had  at  that  moment  the 
power  of  exciting  any  recollections  in  tlie  old  Knight's 
mind ;  and  having  stared  for  a  moment  at  the  poor  littia 
man,  his  bulky  namesake  turned  away  his  head  witliout 
fartlier  oniice. 

Julian  Peveril,  the  dwarfs  more  recent  acquaintance, 
bad,  even  amid  his  own  anxious  feelings,  room  for  sym- 
pathy with  (hose  of  his  little  fellow-sufferer.  As  soon  as 
he  discovered  ihut  he  was  at  the  same  terrible  her  with 
himself,  although  be  could  not  conceive  how  their  causes 
came  to  be  cniijained,  lie  acknowledged  him  by  a  bearly 
•bake  oS  the  hand,  which  the  old  man  returocd  wiUi  affect- 
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ed  dignity  and  real  gratitude.  **  Worthy  youth,"  he  sul, 
**  thy  presence  is  restorative,  like  the  nepenthe  of  Homer, 
even  in  this  syncope  of  our  mutual  fate.  I  am  concerned 
to  see  that  your  father  hath  not  the  same  alacrity  of  soul 
as  that  of  ours,  vshich  are  lodged  within  smaller  compass; 
and  that  he  hath  forgotten  an  ancient  comrade  and  fellow- 
soldier,  who  now  stands  heside  him  to  perform,  perhaps, 
their  last  campaign." 

Julian  hriefly  replied,  that  his  father  had  much  toocco* 
py  him.  But  the  little  man — ^who,  to  do  him  justice, 
cared  no  more  (in  his  own  phrase)  for  imminent  danger 
or  death,  tlian  he  did  for  the  puncture  of  a  flea's  proboscis 
•—did  not  so  easily  renounce  the  secret  obiect  of  his  am- 
bition, which  was  to  acquire  the  notice-  of  the  large  and 
lofty  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,  who,  being  at  least  three  incbes 
taller  than  his  son,  was  in  so  far  possessed  of  that  superior 
excellence,  which  the  poor  dwarf,  in  his  secret  soul,  valued 
before  all  other  distinctions,  although,  in  his  conversation, 
he  was  constantly  depreciating  it.  ^'  Good  comirade  and 
namesake,"  he  proceeded,  stretching  out  his  hand,  so  as 
again  to  reach  the  elder  PeveriPs  cloak,  "  I  forgive  yotir 
want  of  reminiscence,  seeing  it  is  long  since  I  saw  you  at 
Naseby,  fighting  as1f  you  had  as  many  arms  as  the  fabled 
Briareus." 

The  Knight  of  Martindale,  who  had  again  turned  bis 
head  towards  the  little  man,  and  had  listened,  as  if  en- 
deavouring to  make  something  out  of  his  discoiu'se,  here 
interrupted  him  with  a  peevish  "  Pshaw  !" 

"  Pshaw  !"  repeated  Sir  Geoffrey  the  less  ;  "  Pshaw 
is  an  expression  of  slight  esteem, — nay,  of  contempt, — in 
all  languages  ;  and  were  this  a  befitting  place " 

But  the  Judges  had  now  taken  their  places,  the  criers 
called  silence,  and  the  stem  voice  of  the  Lord-Chief- 
Justice  (the  notorious  Scroggs)  demanded  what  the  offi- 
cers meant  by  permitting  the  accused  to  communicate 
together  in  open  court. 

It  may  here  be  observed,  that  this  celebrated  personage 
was,  upon  the  present  occasion,  at  a  great  loss  bow  to 
proceed.     A  calm,  dignified,  judicial  demeanour,  was  at 
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no  time  the  characteristic  of  hh  ofTicial  conduct.     He  al- 
ways ranted  and  roared  eitl>er  on  the  one  side  or  the  other ; 
and  of  late,  he  bad  been  much  unsettled  which  side  to 
take,  being  totally  incapable  of  any  thing  resembling  im- 
partiality.    At  tlie  first  trials  for  the  Plot,  when  the  whole 
stream  of  popularity  ran  against  the  accused,  no  one  had 
been  so  loud  as  Scroggs  ; — to  attempt  to  impeach  the 
character  of  Oatcs  or  Bedloive,  or  any  other  leading  wit- 
ness, he  treated  as  a  crime  more  heinous  than  it  would 
have  been  to  blaspheme  tiie  Gospel  on  which  they  had 
been'  sworn — it  was  a  stiiling  of  the  Plot,  or  discrediting 
of  the  King's  witnesses — a  crime  not  greatly,  if  at  all, 
short  of  high  treason  against  the  King  himself. 

But,  of  late,  a  new  light  had  begun  to  glimmer  upon 
the  understanding  of  this  interpreter  of  the  laws.  Sagn- 
cious  in  the  signs  of  the  times,  he  began  to  see  that  the 
^de  was  turning ;  and  that  Court  favour  at  least,  and  pro- 
'^bly  popular  opinion  also,  were  likely,  in  a  short  time,  to 
<«6eJare  against  the  witnei<ses,  and  in  favour  of  the  ac- 
^ttsed. 

I^he  opinion  which  Scroggs  had  hitherto  entertained  of 
^^  high  respect  in  which  Shaftesbury,  the  patron  of  the 
•^ot,  was  held  by  Charles,  had  been  definitively  shaken 
^y  Q  whisper  from  his  brother  North  to  the  following  ef- 
fect :  ««  His  Lordship  has  no  more  interest  at  Court  llian 
y^^r  footman." 

X7his  notice,  from  a  sure  hand,  and  received  but  that 

"™^t"ning,  had  put  the  Judge  to  a  sore  dilenmia  ;  for,  how- 

^^^r  indiderent  to  actual  consistency,  he  was  most  anxious 

^  Save  appearances.     He  could  not  but  recollect  how 

violent  he  had  been  on  former  occasions  in  favour  of  these 

Prosecutions  ;  and  being  sensible  at  the  same  time  that  the 

credit  of  the  witnesses,  though  shaken  in  the  opinion  of 

"^c  more  judicious,  was,  amongst  the  bulk  of  the  people 

^^  of  doors,  as  strong  as  ever,  he  had  a  difficult  part  to 

play.     His  conduct,  lIuTufore,  ciiiring  the  whole  trial,  rc- 

^*^bled  the  appearance   of  a  vessel  about  to  go  upon 

^'^otljer  tack,  when  her  sails  are  sliivering  in  llie  wind,  ere 
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they  have  yet  caught  tiie  impulse  which  is  to  send  ber 
forth  in  a  new  direction.  In  a  word,  he  was  so  uocertaio 
which  side  it  was  his  interest  to  favour,  that  be  might  be 
said  on  that  occasion  to  have  corne  nearer  a  state  of  totBl 
impartiality  than  be  was  ever  capable  of  attuning,  whether 
before  or  afterwards.  This  was  shown  by  his  bulljiog 
now  the  accused,  and  now  the  witnesses,  like  a  mastiff  loo 
much  irritated  to  lie  still  without  baying,  but  uncertaia 
whom  he  shall  6rst  bite. 

The  indictment  was  tlien  read  ;  and  Sir  Geoffi-ey  Per- 
eril  heard,  with  some  composure,  the  6rst  part  of  it,  which 
stated  him  to  have  placed  his  son  in  the  household  of  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  a  recusant  Papist,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  the  horrible  and  blood-thirsty  Popish  Plot — ^vritb 
having  had  arms  and  ammunition  concealed  in  his  house 
—and  with  receiving  a  blank  commission  from  the  Lord 
Stafford,  who  had  suffered  death  on  account  of  the  Plot. 
But  when  the  charge  went  on  to  stale  that  he  had  com- 
municated for  the  same  purpose  with  Geoffrey  Hudson, 
sometimes  called  Sir  Geoffrey  Hudson,  now,  or  formerly 
in  the  domestic  service  of  the  Queen  Dowager,  he  looked 
at  his  companion  as  if  he  suddenly  recalled  him  to  remem- 
brance, and  broke  out  impatiently,  "  These  lies  are  too 
gross  to  require  a  moment's  consideration.  I  might  have 
bad  enough  of  intercourse,  ihough  in  nothing  but  what  was 
loyal  and  innocent,  with  my  noble  kinsman,  the  late  Lord 
Stafford — I  will  call  him  so  in  spite  of  his  misfortunes — 
and  with  my  wife's  relation,  the  Honourable  Countess  of 
Derby.  But  what  likelihood  can  there  be  tliat  I  should 
have  colleagued  with  a  decrepit  buffoon,  with  whom  I 
never  had  an  instant's  communication,  save  once  at  an 
Easter  feast,  when  I  whistled  a  hornpipe,  as  he  danced  on 
a  trencher,  to  amuse  the  company  ?" 

The  rage  of  the  poor  dwarf  brought  tears  in  his  eyes, 
while,  with  an  affected  laugh,  he  said,  that  instead  of 
those  juvenile  and  festive  passages.  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril 
might  have  remembered  his  charging  along  with  him  a* 
Wiggan-Lane. 
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**  On  my  word,"  said  Sir  Geofirey,  after  a  moment's 
recolleciloa,  "  I  will  do  you  jusiice,  Master  Hudson — 1 
believe  you  were  iliere — I  think  I  heard  you  did  good 
■errice.  But  you  will  allow  you  miglit  Jiave  been  near 
one,  without  his  seeing  you." 

A  sort  of  tiller  ran  through  the  Court  at  the  simplicity 
of  the  larger  Sir  GcoSrey's  testimony,  which  the  dwar/ 
endeavoured  to  coniiol,  by  standing  on  bis  tiptoes,  and 
kxiking  Gercely  around,  as  i(  to  admonish  the  laughers 
that  they  indulged  their  mirth  at  their  own  peril.  But 
perceiving  ihal  this  only  excited  Tarlhcr  scorn,  be  com- 
posed himself  into  a  semblance  of  careless  contempt,  ob- 
serring,  with  a  smile,  thai  no  one  feared  the  glance  of  a 
chained  lion  ;  a  magnificent  simile,  which  rather  increased 
than  diminished  the  minh  of  those  who  beard  it. 

Against  Julian  Peverit  there  failed  not  to  be  charged 
the  a^ravated  fact,  thai  he  had  been  bearer  of  letters 
between  the  Countess  of  Derby  and  oilier  Papists  and 
priests,  engaged  in  the  universal,  treasonable  conspiracy 
of  the  Catholics  ;  and  the  attack  of  the  house  at  Moul- 
traraie-Hall, — with  his  skirmish  with  Chiffinch,  and  bis 
assault,  as  it  was  termed,  on  the  person  of  John  Jenkins, 
servant  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  were  all  narrated  at 
length,  as  so  many  open  and  overt  acts  of  treasonable  im- 
pon.  To  this  chaise  Peveril  contented  himself  with 
pleading — Not  Guilty. 

His  little  companion  was  not  satisfied  with  so  simple  a 
plea ;  for  wlien  he  heard^  it  read,  as  a  part  of  the  charge 
applying  to  him,  that  he  had  received  from  an  agent  of  the 
Plot  a  blank  conimission  as  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  gren- 
adiers, he  replied,  in  wrath  and  scorn,  tliai  if  Goliath  of 
Oath  had  come  to  him  with  such  a  proposal,  and  proffered 
bim  the  command  of  the  whole  sons  of  Anak  in  a  body, 
be  should  never  have  had  occasion  or  opportunity  to  re- 
peat the  temptation  to  another.  "  I  would  have  slain 
bim,"  said  the  little  man  of  loyahy,  "  even  where  he 
ilood." 

The  charge  was  stated  anew  by  the  Counsel  for  the 
cfOwn }  and  forth  came  the  notorious  Doctor  Oales,  rust- 
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ling  in  the  full  'silken  canonicals  of  priesthood,  for  h  was 
at  a  time  when  he  affected  do  small  dignity  of  exterior 
decoration  and  deportment. 

This  singular  man,  who,  aided  by  the  obscure  intrigues  of 
the  Catholics  themselves,  and  the  fortuitous  circumstance 
of  Godfrey's  murder,  had  been  able  to  cram  down  the  pub- 
lic throat  such  a  mass  of  absurdity  as  his  evidence  amounts 
to,  had  no  other  talent  for  imposture  than  an  impudence 
which  set  conviction  and  shame  alike  at  de6ance.  A 
man  of  sense  or  reflection,  by  trying  to  give  his  plot  ao 
appearance  of  more  probability,  would  most  likely  hare 
failed,  as  wise  men  often  do  in  addressing  the  multitude, 
from  not  daring  to  calculate  upon  the  prodigious  extent 
of  their  credulity,  especially  where  the  figments  present- 
ed to  them  involve  the  fearful  and  the  terrible. 

Oates  was  by  nature  choleric ;  and  the  credit  be  had 
acquired  made  him  insolent  and  conceited.  Even  his 
exterior  was  portentous.  A  fleece  of  white  periwig 
showed  a  most  uncouth  visage,  of  great  length,  having 
the  mouth,  as  the  organ  by  use  of  which  he  was  to  rise 
to  eminence,  placed  in  the  very  centre  of  the  counte- 
nance, and  exhibiting  to  the  astonished  spectator  as  much 
chin  below  as  there  was  nose  and  brow  above  the  aper- 
ture. His  pronunciation,  too,  was  after  a  conceited  fash- 
ion of  his  own,  in  which  he  accented  the  vowels  in  a 
manner  ahogelher  peculiar  to  himself. 

This  notorious  personage,  such  as  we  have  described 
him,  stood  forth  on  the  present  trial,  and  delivered  his  as- 
tonishing testimony  concerning  the  existence  of  a  Catholic 
Plot  for  the  subversion  of  the  government  and  murder  of 
the  King,  in  the  same  general  outline  in  which  it  may 
be  found  in  every  English  history.  But  as  the  Doctor 
always  had  in  reserve  some  special  piece  of  evidence  af- 
fecting those  immediately  on  trial,  he  was  pleased,  on  the 
present  occasion,  deeply  to  inculpate  the  Countess  of 
Derby.  "  He  had  seen,"  as  he  said,  "  that  honourable 
ladv  when  he  was  at  the  Jesuits'  Colles;^  at  Saint  Omeri 
She  had  sent  for  him  to  an  inn,  or  auberge,  as  it  was  there 
termed — the  sign  of  the  Golden  Lamb  ;  and  had  ordered 
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lum  to  breakfast  id  the  same  room  with  her  ladj'sliip ; 
and  efterwards  told  him,  that,  knowing  he  was  triisied 
by  the  Fathers  of  ilie  Society,  she  was  determined  that 
he  sbould  have  a  share  of  her  secrets  nlso  ;  and  therewith- 
al, tliat  she  drew  from  her  bosom  a  broad  sharp-pointed 
knife,  such  as  butchers  kill  sheep  with,  and  demanded 
of  htm  what  he  thought  of  it  for  the  purpote  ;  and  when 
he,  Ibe  witness,  said  For  what  purpose,  she  rapped  him 
on  the  fingers  with  her  fan,  called  him  a  dull  fellow,  and 
said  it  was  designed  to  kill  the  King  will)." 

Here  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  could  no  longer  refrain  his 
indigaatioti  and  surprise.  "  Mercy  of  Heaven  !"  he  said, 
"  did  ever  one  hear  of  ladies  of  quality  carrying  butcher- 
ing knives  about  them,  and  telling  every  scurvy  compan- 
ion she  meant  to  kill  the  King  with  them? — Gentlemen 
of  the  Jury,  do  but  think  if  this  Is  reasonable — though,  if 
the  villain  could  prove  by  any  honest  evidence,  that  my 
Lady  of  Derby  ever  let  such  a  scum  as  himself  come  to 
apeech  of  her,  I  would  believe  all  he  can  say." 

"  Sir  Geoffrey,"  said  the  Judge,  "  rest  you  quiet— 
You  must  not  fly  out — passion  helps  you  not  here— the 
Doctor  must  be  suffered  to  proceed," 

Doctor  Gates  went  on  to  state,  how  the  lady  complained 
of  the  wrongs  the  House  of  Derby  had  sustained  from  the 
King,  and  the  oppression  of  her  religion,  and  boasted  of 
the  schemes  of  the  Jesuits  and  seminary  priests ;  and  how 
they  would  be  furthered  by  her  noble  kinsman  of  the 
house  of  Stanley.  He  linally  averred  that  both  the 
Countess  and  the  Fathers  of  the  seminary  abroad,  foimJ- 
ed  much  upon  (he  talents  and  courage  of  Sir  Geoffrey 
Peveril  and  his  son — the  luiler  of  ivhoin  was  a  member 
of  her  family.  Of  Hudson,  lie  only  recollected  of  having 
beard  one  of  tlie  Fathers  say,  ih^it  though  hut  a  dwarf 
in  Stature,  he  would  prove  a  giant  in  the  cause  of  the 
Church. 

When  he  hail  ended  his  evidence,  there  was  a  pause, 
until  the  Judge,  as  if  ihc  tboiij^bl  had  suddifuly  ocrurred 
to  him,  demanded  of  Doctor  Oull^';,  whether  he  had  ever 
mentioned  the  name  of  the  Countess  of  Derby  in  any  of 
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tbe  previous  informations  which  be  had  lodged  bdbn 
the  Privy  Council,  and  elsewhere,  upon  this  affur? 

Oates  seemed  rather  surprised  at  the  question,  inl 
coloured  with  anger,  as  he  answered,  in  bis  pecoiiir 
mode  of  pronunciation,  *'  Wboy,  no,  maay  laard." 

**  And  pray.  Doctor,*'  said  the  Judge,  "  how  came  so 
great  a  revealer  of  mysteries  as  you  have  lately  proved, 
to  have  suffered  so  material  a  circumstance  as  the  icce^ 
sion  of  this  powerful  family  to  the  Plot,  to  have  remained 
undiscovered  ?". 

'^  Maay  laard,"  said  Oates,  with  much  efiirontery,  ''ajt 
do  not  come  here  to  have  my  evidence  questioned  is 
touching  tbe  Plaat." 

**  1  do  not  question  your  evidence,  Doctor,"  sod 
Scroggs,  for  the  time  was  not  arrived  that  he  dared  treH 
him  roughly ;  *^  nor  do  I  doubt  the  existence  of  the  PM» 
since  it  is  your  pleasure  to  swear  to  it.  1  would  only  hafe 
you,  for  your  own  sake,  and  the  satisfaction  of  all  good 
Protestants,  to  explain  why  you  have  kept  back  such  a 
weighty  point  of  information  from  the  King  and  counlr}'. 

"  Maay  laard,"  said  Oates,  "  1  will  tell  you  a  pretlj 
fable." 

"  I  hope,"  answered  the  Judge,  "  it  may  be  tbe  W 
and  last  which  you  shall  tell  in  this  place." 

"  Maay  laard,"  continued  Oates,  "  there  was  oncct 
faux,  who  having  to  caarry  a  goose  aver  a  fraazen  river, 
and  being  afraid  the  aice  would  not  bear  him  and  his 
booty,  did  caarry  aver  a  staane,  maay  laard,  in  the  W 
instance,  to  prove  the  strength  of  the  aice." 

*'  So  your  former  evidence  was  but  the  stone,  and  noVi 
for  the  first  time,  you  have  brought  us  the  goose  ?"  said 
Sir  William  Scroggs  ;  "  to  tell  us  this.  Doctor,  is  to  make 
geese  of  the  Court  and  Jury." 

"  I  desoire  your  hardship's  honest  construction,"  saii 
Oates,  who  saw  the  current  changing  against  him,  but 
was  determined  to  pay  the  score  with  effrontery.  "  Al' 
men  knaw  at  what  coast  and  praice  I  have  given  my  eri* 
dence,  which  has  been  always,  under  Gaad,  the  mean^ 
of  awakening  this  poor  naation  to  the  dangerous  stat^ 
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in  wbicb  it  stannds.  Many  here  knaw  thai  I  faire  been 
obliged  to  faartify  my  ladging  at  Whitehall  against  ilw 
bloody  Papists.  It  was  not  to  be  thought  that  I  abould 
have  brought  all  the  story  out  at  aaoce.  I  tbiok  your 
nisdoro  would  have  advised  me  otherwise."* 

"  Nay,  Doctor,"  said  the  Judge,  "  it  is  not  for  me  to 
direct  you  in  tbis  afiair ;  and  it  is  for  the  Jury  to  believe 
you  or  not  ;  and  as  for  myself,  I  sit  here  to  do  justice  to 
both — the  Jury  have  heard  your  answer  to  my  questioo-" 

Doctor  Oates  retired  from  the  witnes»-box  reddening 
like  a  turkey-cock,  as  one  totally  unused  to  have  such 
accounts  questioned  as  be  chose  to  lay  before  the  courts 
of  justice ;  and  there  was,  perhaps  for  the  first  tJme, 
amongst  the  counsel  and  solicitors,  as  well  as  tbe  templars 
and  students  of  law  there  present,  a  murmur,  distinct  and 
audible,  unfavourable  to  the  character  of  the  great  father 
of  the  Popish  Plot. 

Everett  and  Danger6eld,  with  whom  tbe  reader  b  al- 
ready acquainted,  were  then  called  in  succes^on  to  sus- 
tain  the  accusation.  They  were  subordinate  ioformerfr— 
a  sort  of  under-spur-leathers.as  tbe  cant  term  went— 
nbo  followed  tbe  path  of  Oates,  with  all  deference  to 
bis  superior  genius  and  invention,  and  made  their  own 
fictions  chime  in  and  harmonize  with  bis,  as  well  as  tbdr 
talents  could  devise.  Bui  as  their  evidence  had  at  do 
time  received  tlie  full  credence  into  which  tljc  impudence  . 
of  Oates  bad  ctijoled  the  pnblic,  so  they  now  began  to 
fall  into  discredit  rallier  more  hastily  than  llieir  prototype, 
ss  the  superadded  turrets  of  an  ill- const  rue  ted  building 
are  naturally  the  Grst  to  give  way. 

it  WHS  in  vain  that  Everett,  with  the  precision  of  a  hypo- 
crite, and  DangerGeld,  willi  the  audacity  of  a  bully,  nar- 
rated, wiih  added  circumstances  of  suspicion  and  crimi- 
nality, their  meeting  with  Julian  Peveril  in  Liverpool, 
and  again  at  Alartiiidale  Castle.  It  wns  in  vain  they 
described  the  arms  and  Bccoulrements  which  they  pre- 
tended to  have  discovered  in  old  Sir  GaoiTroy's  possea- 
sioa  }  and  that  they  gave  a  most  dreadful  account  of  the 
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escape  oC  the  younger  Peveril  from  Mouhrasae-Hall,  bf 
means  of  an  armed  force. 

The  Jury  listened  coldly,  and  it  was  visible  that  they 
were  but  liltle  moved  hy  the  accusation  ;  especially  as 
the  Judge,  always  professing  his  belief  in  the  Plot,  and 
his  zeal  for  the  Protestant  religion,  was  ever  and  anoo 
reminding  tliem  that  presumptions  were  no  proofs — ^that 
hearsay  was  no  evidence — tliat  those  who  made  a  trade 
of  discovery  were  likely  to  aid  their  researches  by  ioven- 
tion — and  that,  without  doubting  the  guilt  of  the  uofortu- 
nate  persons  at  the  bar,  he  would  gladly  bear  some 
evidence  brought  against  them  of  a  different  nature. 
*^  Here  we  are  told  of  a  riot  and  an  escape  achieved  by 
the  younger  Peveril,  at  the  house  of  a  grave  and  worthy 
magistrate,  known,  I  think,  to  most  of  us.  Why,  Master 
Attorney,  bring  ye  not  Master  Bridgenorth  himself  to 
prove  the  fact,  or  all  his  household,  if  it  be  necessary  ? 
^-A  rising  in  arms  is  an  affair  over  public  to  be  left  ou 
the  hearsay  tale  of  these  two  men — though  Heaven  for- 
bid that  I  should  suppose  they  speak  one  word  more  than 
they  believe !  They  are  the  witnesses  for  tlie  King — 
and,  what  is  equally  dear  to  us,  the  Protestant  religion — 
and  witnesses  against  a  most  foul  and  heathenish  Pk)t. 
On  the  other  hand,  here  is  a  worshipful  old  knight,  for 
such  1  must  suppose  him  to  be,  since  he  has  bled  often 
in  battle  for  the  King — such,  I  must  say,  I  suppose  him 
to  be,  until  he  is  proved  otherwise.  And  here  is  his  son, 
a  hopeful  young  gentleman — we  must  see  that  they  have 
right.  Master  Attorney." 

**  Unquestionably,  my  lord,"  answered  the  Attorney. 
'*  God  forbid  else  !  But  we  will  make  out  these  matters 
against  these  unhappy  gentlemen  in  a  maimer  more  close, 
if  your  lordship  will  permit  us  to  bring  in  our  evidence." 

"  Go  on,  Master  Attorney,  said  the  Judge,  throwing 
himself  back  in  his  seat.  ''  Heaven  forbid  I  binder 
proving  the  King's  accusation  !  I  only  say,  what  you 
know  as  well  as  I,  that  de  non  appareniibus  tt  no% 
ttntibu$  eadcm  est  ratio  J* 
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<'  We  shall  then  cnll  Master  Bridgenonb,  as  your  )ord- 
shtp  advises,  who  I  iliink  is  in  waJUng." 

"  No !"  Dnsnered  a  voice  from  the  crond,  apparently 
dtDt  of  a  female  ;  "  he  is  loo  wise  and  too  honest  to  be 
here." 

The  voice  whs  distinct  as  that  of  I^ady  Fairfax,  when 
ihu  expressed  herself  (o  a  similar  effect  on  the  trial  of 
Chailes  tlie  First;  but  the  researches  nhich  were  made 
on  the  present  occasion  to  discover  the  speaker  were  un- 
successful. 

After  the  slight  confusion  occasioned  by  this  circum- 
stance was  abated,  the  Attorney,  who' bad  been  talking 
utde  with  the  conductors  of  the  prosecution,  said,  "  Who- 
arer  favoured  us  with  that  information,  my  lord,  bad  good 
reason  for  what  they  said.  Mnsier  Bridgenonh  has  be- 
come, I  am  told,  suddenly  invisible  since  this  morning." 

"  Look  you  tiiere  now,  Master  Attorney,"  said  the 
Judge—"  this  comes  of  not  keeping  the  crown  witnesses 
together  and  in  readiness — I  am  sure  I  cannot  help  tho 
consequences." 

"  Nor  I  either,  my  lord,"  said  the  Atlorney,pettisBy. 
"  1  could  have  proved  by  this  worshipful  gentleman, 
Master  Justice  Bridgenorlli,  the  ancient  friendship  be- 
Iwixt  this  party,  Sir, Geoffrey  Peveril,  and  the  Countess 
of  Derby,  of  whose  doings  aud  intentions  Doctor  Oatea 
has  given  such  a  deliberate  evidence.  I  cmuld  have 
proved  his  having  sheltered  lier  in  his  Castle  against  a 
process  of  law,  and  rescued  her  by  force  of  arms,  froni 
this  very  Justice  Bridgenorth,  not  without  actual  violence. 
Moreover,  1  could  have  proved  against  young  Peveril 
tbe  whole  nSray  charged  upon  him  by  the  same  worship- 
ful evidence."  • 

Here  the  Judge  stuck  his  thumbs  into  his  girdle,  wbicb 
was  a  favourite  attitude  of  liis  on  such  occasions,  and 
exclaimed,  "  Pshaw,  pshaw,  Master  Attorney — Tell  roe 
not  that  you  could  have  proved  this,  and  you  could  have 
proved  (hut,  or  thut,  or  this — Prove  what  you  will,  but 
let  it  be  llirough  the  mouths  of  your  eviiJenre.  Men  are 
SI      vol..   II. 
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not  to  be  licked  out  of  their  lires  by  the  rough  ade  of  t 
lawyer's  tongue." 

"  Nor  is  a  foul  Plot  to  be  smothered,"  said  the  At- 
torney, ^*  for  all  the  haste  your  lordship  is  in*  I  cannoi 
call  Master  Chiffinch  neither,  as  he  is  employed  oo  the 
King's  especial  affairs,  as  I  am  thb  instant  certiorated 
from  the  Court  at  Whitehall." 

*'  Produce  the  papers,  then,  Master  Attorney,  of  which 
this  young  man  is  said  to  be  the  bearer,"  said  the  Judges 

"  They  are  before  the  Privy  Council  my  lord.** 

''  Then  why  do  you  found  on  them  here  ?"  said  the 
Judge — ''  This  is  something  like  trifling  with  the  Court.* 

'*  Since  your  lordship  gives  it  that  name,"  said  the 
Attorney,  sitting  down  in  a  huff,  ^*  you  may  manage  tbt 
cause  as  you  will." 

^*  If  you  do  not  bring  more  evidence,  I  pray  yoo  Is 
charge  the  Jury,"  ss^id  the  Judge. 

^'  I  shall  not  take  the  trouble  to  do  so,"  said  the  Crown 
Counsel.     "  I  see  plainly  how  the  matter  is  to  go." 

"  Nay,  but  be  better  advised,"  said  Scroggs.  "  Con- 
sider, your  case  is  but  half  proved  respecting  the  two 
Peverils,  and  doth  not  pinch  on  the  little  man  at  all,  saving 
that  Doctor  Oates  said  that  he  was  in  a  certain  case  to 
prove  a  giant,  which  seems  no  very  probable  Popish  mir- 
acle." 

This  sally  occasioned  a  laugh  in  the  Court,  which  the 
Attorney-General  seemed  to  take  in  great  dudgeon. 

"  Master  attorney,"  said  Oates,  who  always  interfered 
in  the  management  of  these  lawsuits,  ^'  this  is  a  plain 
and  absolute  giving  away  of  the  cause — I  must  needs  say 
it,  a  mere  stoifling  of  the  Plaat." 

"  Then  the  devil  who  bred  it  may  blow  wind  into  it 
again,  if  he  lists,"  answered  the  Attorney-General ;  and, 
flinging  down  his  brief,  he  left  the  Court,  as  in  a  huff  .with 
all  who  were  concerned  in  the  affair. 

The  Judge  having  obtained  silence,  for  a  murmur  arose 
m  the  Court  when  the  Counsel  for  the  prosecution  threw 
up  his  brief,  began  to  charge  the  Jury,  balancing,  as  be 
had  done  throughout  the  whole  day,  the  different  opinions 
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by  vbicb  be  seemed  alternately  swayed.  He  protested 
oa  his  salvation  (lint  he  had  no  more  doubt  of  the  esis- 
teoce  of  the  horrid  and  damnnble  conspiracy  called  the 
Popish  Plot,  than  he  had  of  the  treachery  of  Jodas  Iscar- 
tot  ;  and  that  he  considered  Oaies  as  the  instrument, 
uoder  Providence,  of  preserving  die  nation  from  all  the 
miseries  of  his  Majesty's  assassination,  and  of  a  second 
Saint  Bartholomew,  acted  in  the  streets  of  London. 
But  then  he  stated  it  was  the  candid  construction  of  the 
law  of  England,  that  the  worse  the  crime,  the  more 
strong  should  be  th"  evidence. 

Here  was  the  case  of  accessories  tried,  whilst  iheir 
principal,  for  such  he  should  call  the  Countess  of  Derby, 
was  unconvicted  and  at  large ;  and  for  Doctor  Dates,  he 
had  hut  spoke  of  matters  which  personally  applied  to  that 
DcAle  lady,  whose  words,  if  she  used  such  in  passion, 
touching  aid  which  she  expected  in  some  treasonable  mat- 
ters from  these  Peverils,  and  from  her  kinsmen,  or  her 
son's  kinsmen,  of  the  House  of  Stanley,  may  have  been 
but  a  burst  of  female  resentment — Dulcit  AmarUlidu  ira, 
■s  the  poet  hath  it.  Who  knoweth  but  Doctor  Oates 
did  mistake — lie  being  a  gentleman  of  a  comely  counie- 
nance  and  easy  demeanour — this  same  rap  with  the  fan 
■s  a  chastisement  for  lack  of  courage  in  the  Catholic  cause, 
when,  peradventure,  it  was  otherwise  meant,  as  Popish 
ladies  will  put,  it  is  said,  such  neophytes  and  youthful 
candidates  for  orders  to  many'  severe  trials.  I  speak 
these  things  jocularly,"  said  the  Judge,  "  having  no  wish 
to  stain  the  reputation  either  of  the  Honourable  Coun- 
tess or  the  Reverend  Doctor ;  only  I  think  the  bear- 
iog  between  them  may  have  reloted  to  something  short 
of  high  treason.  As  for  what  the  Attorney-General  hath 
set  forth  of  rescues  and  force,  and  I  wot  not  what,  sure  I 
am,  that  in  a  civil  country,  when  such  things  happen,  such 
ifaings  may  be  proved  ;  and  that  you  and  1,  gentlemen, 
are  not  to  take  them  for  granted  gratuitously.  Touching 
ibis  other  prisoner,  this  Galfridai  minimus,  he  must  needs 
say,"  he  continued, "  he  could  not  discover  cvei  a  shadow 
of  suspicion  against  him.     Was  it  to  be  thought  so  abor- 
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tire  a  creature  would  thrust  bimselT-jnto  depths  of  policj, 
far  less  into  stratagems  of  war  ?  Tbey  had  but  to  look  at 
him  to  conclude  the  contrary — the  creature  was,  from  his 
age,  fitter  for  the  grave  than  a  conspiracy — and  by  his 
size  and  appearance,  for  the  inside  of  a  raree-show,  than 
the  mysteries  of  a  plot." 

The  dwarf  here  broke  in  upon  the  Judge,  by  force  of 
screaming,  to  assure  him  that  he  had  been,  simple  as  be 
sat  there,  engaged  in  seven  plots  in  Cromweirs  time; 
and,  as  he  proudly  added,  with  some  of  the  tallest  men 
of  England.  The  matchless  look  and  air  with  which  Sir 
Creoffrey  Hudson  made  this  vaunt,  set  all  a-laughing, 
and  increased  the  ridicule  with  which  the  whole  trial  be- 
gan to  be  received  ;  so  that  it  was  amidst  shaking  sides 
and  watery  eyes  tliat  a  general  verdict  of  Not  Cruilty 
was  pronounced,  and  the  prisoners  dismissed  from  the  bar. 

But  a  warmer  sentiment  awakened  among  those  who 
saw  the  father  and  son  throw  themselves  into  each  others 
arms,  and,  after  a  hearty  embrace,  extend  their  hands  to 
their  poor  little  companion  in  peril,  who,  like  a  dog,  when 
present  at  a  similar  scene,  had  at  last  succeeded,  by 
stretching  himself  up  to  them  and  whimj»ering  at  the 
same  time,  to  secure  to  himself  a  portion  of  llieir  syio- 
pathy  and  gratulation. 

Such  was  the  singular  termination  of  this  trial.  Charles 
himself  was  desirous  to  have  taken  considerable  credit 
with  the  Duke  of  Ormond  for  the  evasion  of  the  law, 
which  had  been  thus  effected  by  his  private  connivance  ; 
and  was  both  surprised  and  mortified  at  the  coldness  with 
which  his  Grace  replied,  that  he  was  rejoiced  at  the  poor 
gentlemen's  safety,  but  would  rather  have  had  the  King  re- 
deem them  like  a  prince,  by  his  royal  prerogative  of  mer- 
cy, than  that  his  Judge  should  convey  them  out  of  the 
power  of  the  law,  like  a  juggler  with  his  cups  and  balls 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


I*  doubtless  occurred  lo  many  llial  were  preseut  at  tlio 
trial  we  hsTe  described,  that  it  was  managed  in  a  singular 
imuiDeT,  and  that  the  quarrel,  wbJcb  had  ibe  appearance 
of  baring  taken  place  between  the  Court  and  the  Crown 
Counsel,  might  proceed  from  some  private  understanding 
betwixt  tbeni,  the  object  of  which  was  the  miscarriage  of 
the  accusation.  Yet  though  sitch  underhand  dcalihg  was 
much  suspected,  tlie  greater  part  of  the  audience,  being 
well  educated  and  intelligent,  had  already  suspected  the 
bubble  of  tlie  Popish  Plot,  and  were  glad  lo  see  tliat  ac- 
CUstlicHis,  founded  on  what  had  already  cost  so  much 
blood,  could  be  evaded  in  any  way.  But  the  crowd,  wbo 
■raited  in  the  Court  of  Requests,  and  in  the  '  " 
wilbout  doors,  viewed  in  a  very  difierent  lin 
binatioD,  as  they  interpreted  it,  between  tfae'l 
ibe  Attorney-General,  for  the  escape  of  the  p 

Gates,  whom  less  provocation  than  he  had  tl 
ceived  often  induced  to  behave  hke  one  frantic  v 
tion,  tbrew  himself  amongst  tlie  crowd,  and  repealed  till 
be  was  hoarse,  "Tlieay  are  stoifline  ihe  Plaat  ! — tb4ay 
are  straangling  the  Plaat ! — My  Laard  Justice  and  Maas- 
ter  Attarney  are  in  league  to  secure  the  escape  of  the 
plaaters  and  Paapisis !" 

"  It  is  the  device  of  the  Papist  whore  of  Portsmouth," 
said  one. 

"  Of  old  Rowley  himself,"  said  another. 

"  If  he  could  be  murdered  by  himself,  why  bang  those 
that  would  hinder  it !"  exclaimed  a  third. 

"  He  should  be  tried,"  said  a  fourth,  "  for  conspiring 
hia  own  death,  and  hanged  in  (errorem." 

SI*      VOL.    II. 
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In  the  meanwhile,  Sir  Geof&ey,  bis  son,  and  their  Gde 
companion,  left  the  hall,  fntcnding  to  go  to  Lady  PeveriTt 
lodgings,  which  had  heen  removed  to  Fleet  Street.  She 
had  heen  relieved  from  considerable  inconvenience,  is 
Sir  Geoffrey  gave  Julian  hastily  to  understand,  by  to  in- 
gel,  in  the  shape  of  a  young  friend,  and  she  now  expect- 
ed them  doubtless  with  impatience.  Humanity,  and  soom 
indistinct  idea  of  having  unintentionally  hurt  tbe  feelinp 
of  the  poor  dwarf,  induced  tlie  honest  Cavalier  to  id[ 
this  unprotected  being  to  go  with  them.  *^  He  koev 
Lady  Peveril's  lodgings  were  but  small,"  be  said  ;  "  but 
it  would  be  strange,  if  there  was  not  some  cupboard  hije 
enough  to  accommodate  the  little  gentleman." 

The  dwarf  registered  this  well-meant  remark  in  Ids 
mind,  to  be  the  subject  of  a  proper  explanation,  along 
with  the  unhappy  reminiscence  of  the  trencber-horopipe, 
whenever  lime  should  permit  an  argument  of  such  nicety. 

And  thus  ihey  sallied  from  the  hall,  attracting  genenl 
observation,  both  from  the  circumstances  in  which  thevbid 
stood  so  lately,  and  from  their  resemblance,  as  a  wag  of  the 
Inner  Temple  expressed  it,  to  the  three  degrees  of  com- 
parison. Large,  Lesser,  Least.  But  they  had  not  passed  fir 
along  the  street,  when  Julian  perceived,  that  more  malevo- 
lent passions  than  mere  curiosity  began  to  actuate  the  crowd, 
which  followed,  and,  as  it  were,  dogged  iheir  motions. 

"  There  go  the  Papist  cut-throats,  tantivy  for  Rome!" 
said  one  fellow. 

"  Tantivy  to  Whitehall,  you  mean  !"  said  another. 

"  Ah  !    the  blood-thirsty  villains  !"    cried  a  woman : 
"  Shame,  one  of  them   should   be  suffered  to  live,  after- 
poor  Sir  Edmondsbury's  cruel  murder!" 

"  Out  upon  the  mealy-mouthed  jury,  that  turned  out 
the  bloodhounds  on  an  innocent  town  !"  cried  a  fourth. 

In  short,  the  tumult  thickened,  and  the  word  began  k) 
pass  among  the  more  desperate,  "  Lambe  them,  lads ; 
lambethem  !" — a  cant  phrase  of  the  time,  derived  from 
the  fate  of  Dr.  Lambe,  an  astrologpr  and  quack,  who 
was  knocked  on  t!ic  head  by  the  rabble  in  Charles  dn 
First's  time. 
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JuCan  began  to  be  much  alarmed  at  these  symptoms  of 
TioleDce,  and  regretted  that  they  had  not  gone  down  to 
ihe  city  by  water.  It  was  now  too  late  to  think  of  that 
mode  of  retreating,  and  he  therefore  requested  his  fatlier 
in  a  whisper  to  walk  steadily  forward  towards  Charing 
CrodSy  taking  no  notice  of  the  insuks  which  might  be  cast 
upon  them,  while  the  steadiness  of  tiieir  pace  and  ap- 
pearance might  prevent  the  rabble  from  resorting  to  ac- 
tual violence.  The  execution  of  this  prudent  resolution 
was  prevented  after  they  had  passed  the  palace,  by  the 
hasty  disposition  of  the  elder  Sir  Geoffrey,  and  the  no 
less  choleric  temper  of  Galfridus  Minimus,  who  had  a  soul 
which  spumed  all  odds,  as  well  of  numbers  as  of  size. 

'^  Now  a  murrain  take  the  knaves,  with  their  hollowing 
and  whooping,"  said  the  larger  knight ;  '*  by  thia  day,  if 
I  could  but  light  on  a  weapon,  I  would  cudgel  reason  and 
loyalty  into  some  of  their  carcasses !" 

"  And  I  also,"  said  the  dwaf f,  who  was  toiling  to  keep 
opwith  the  longer  strides  of  his  companions,  and  therefore 
spoke  in  a  very  phthisical  tone,  ^'  I  also  will  cudgel  the 
plebeian  knaves  beyond  measure — he  ! — hem  !" 

Among  the  crowd  who  thronged  around  them,  impeded, 
and  did  all  but  assault  them,  was  a  mischievous  shoe- 
maker's apprentice,  who,  hearing  this  unlucky  vaunt  of 
the  valorous  dwarf,  repaid  it  by  flapping  him  on  the  head 
with  a  boot  which  he  was  carrying  home  to  the  owner,  so 
as  to  knock  the  little  gentleman's  hat  over  his  eyes.  The 
dwarf,  thus  rendered  unable  to  discover  the  urchin  that 
had  given  him  the  offence,  flew  with  instinctive  ambition 
against  the  biggest  fellow  in  the  crowd,  who  received  the 
onset  with  a  kick  on  the  stomach,  which  made  the  poor 
little  champion  reel  back  to  his  companions.  They  were 
now  assaulted  on  all  sides  ;  but  fortune,  complying  with 
the  wish  of  Sir  Geoffrey  the  larger,  ordained  that  the 
scuffle  should  happen  near  the  booth  of  a  cutler,  from 
amongst  whose  wares,  as  lljey  stood  exposed  to  the  pub- 
lic. Sir  Geoffrey  Pevoril  snatched  a  broadsword,  which 
be  brandished  with  tlie  formidable  address  of  one  who 
had  for  many  a  day  been  in  the  familiar  p^ctice  of  using 
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such  a  weapon.  Julian,  while  at  the  same  time  he  called 
loudly  for  a  peace-officer,  and  reminded  the  assailanU 
that  they  were  attacking  inoffensive  passengers,  saw  noth- 
ing better  for  it  than  to  imitate  his  father's  example,  and 
seized  also  one  of  the  weapons  thus  opportunely  offered. 

When  they  displayed  these  demonstrations  of  defence, 
the  rush  which  the  rabble  at  first  made  towards  them  was 
so  great  as  to  throw  down  the  unfortunate  dwarf,  who 
would  have  been  trampled  to  death  in  the  scuffle,  had  not 
his  stout  old  name-sake  cleared  the  rascal  crowd  from 
about  him  with  a  few  flourishes  of  his  weapon,  and  seizing 
on  the  fallen  champion,  put  him  out  of  danger,  (exce[i 
from  missiles,)  by  suddenly  placing  him  on  the  bulk-head, 
that  is  to  say,  the  flat  wooden  roof  of  the  cutler's  pro- 
jecting booth.  From  the  rusty  iron-ware  which  was  dis- 
played there,  the  dwarf  instantly  snatched  an  old  rapier 
and  target,  and,  covering  himself  witli  the  one,  stood 
making  passes  with  the  other,  at  the  faces  and  eyes  of 
the  people  in  the  street ;  so  much  delighted  with  his  post 
of  vantage,  that  he  called  loudly  to  his  friends  who  were 
skirmishing  with  the  rioters  on  more  equal  terms  as  to 
position,  to  lose  no  time  in  putting  themselves  under  bis 
protection.  But  far  from  being  in  a  situation  to  need  his 
assistance,  the  father  and  son  might  easily  have  extri- 
cated themselves  from  the  rabble  by  their  own  exertions, 
could  they  have  thought  of  leaving  the  mannikin  in  the 
forlorn  situation,  in  which,  to  every  eye  but  his  own,  he 
stood  like  a  diminutive  puppet,  tricked  out  with  s\vord  and 
target  as  a  fencing-master's  sign. 

Stones  and  sticks  began  now  to  fly  ver}*^  thick,  and  the 
crowd,  notwitlistanding  the  exertions  of  the  Peverila  to 
disperse  them  with  as  little  harm  as  possible,  seemed  de- 
termined on  mischief,  when  some  gendemen  who  bad 
been  at  the  trial,  understanding  that  the  prisoners  who 
had  been  just  acquitted  were  in  danger  of  being  murder- 
ed by  the  populace,  drew  their  swords,  and  made  forward 
to  effect  their  rescue,  which  was  completed  by  a  small 
party  of  the  King's  Life-Guards,  who  had  been  despatch* 
ed  from  their  ordinary  post  of  alarm,  upon  intelligence  of 
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what  was  passing.  When  this  unexpected  reinforcemeDt . 
trrired,  the  old  jolly  Knight  at  once  recognized,  amidst 
the  cries  of  those  who  tlien  enlered  upon  action,  some  of 
the  sounds  which  hod  animated,  his  more  aclire  years. 

"  Where  be  these  cuckoldy  Roundheads?"  cried  some. 
— -"  Down  wiih  [lie  sneaking  knaves  !"  cried  others.— 
"  The  King  and  liis  friends,  and  tlie  devil  a  one  else  !" 
exclaimed  a  third  set,  whh  more  oaths  and  d — n  me's, 
than,  in  the  present  more  correct  age,  it  is  necessary  to 
commit  to  paper. 

The  old  soldier,  pricking  np  his  ears  like  an  ancient 
hunter  at  the  cry  of  the  hounds,  would  gladly  have  scour- 
ed the  Strand,  with  the  charitable  purpose,  now  he  saw 
himself  go  well  supported,  of  knocking  the  London  knaves, 
who  had  insuhed  him,  into  iwiggen  bottles  ;  but  he  was 
ffitbbeld  by  the  prudence  of  Jutran,  who,  tiiough  himself 
extremely  irritated  by  the  unprovoked  ill  usage  which 
ibey  had  received,  saw  himself  in  a  situation  in  which 
it  was  necessary  to  exercise  more  caution  than  vengeance. 
He  prayed  and  pressed  his  father  to  seek  some  temporary 
place  of  retreat  from  the  fury  of  the  populace,  white  that 
prudent  measure  was  yel  in  their  power.  The  subaltern 
officer  who  commanded  the  parly  of  the  Life-Guards, 
exhorted  the  old  Cavalier  eagerly  to  the  same  sage  coun- 
•el,  using;,  as  a  spice  of  compulsion,  the  name  of  the 
King  ;  while  Julian  strongly  urged  that  of  his  mother. 
The  old  Knight  looked  at  his  blade,  crimsoned  with  cross- 
cuts and  slashes  which  he  had  eiivcn  to  the  most  forward 
of  the  assailants,  with  the  eye  of  one  not  half  sufficed. 

"  I  would  I  had  pinked  one  of  the  knaves  at  least— 
but  I  know  not  how  it  was,  when  I  looked  on  their  broad 
round  English  faces,  I  shunned  to  use  my  point,  and  only 
diced  the  rogues  a  little." 

"  But  the  King's  pleasure,"  said  the  officer,  "  is,  that 
BO  tumult  be  prosecuted." 

"  My  mother,"  said  Julian,  "  will  die  with  fright,  if 
the  rumour  of  tins  scufBe  reaches  her  ere  we  see  her." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  the  Knight,  "  the  King's  Majesty,  and 
mj  good  dame — well,  their  pleasure  be  done,  that's  tdl  I 
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can  say — Kings  and  ladies  must  be  obeyed.     But  wfaidi 
way  to  retreat,  since  retreat  we  needs  must  ?'* 

Julian  would  have  been  at  some  loss  to  advise  what 
course  to  take^  for  every  body  in  the  vicinity  had  shut  up 
their  shops,  and  chained  their  doors,  upon  observing  the 
confusion  become  so  formidable.  The  poor  cuder,  how- 
ever, with  whose  goods  they  made  so  free,  ofiered  them 
an  asylum  on  the  part  of  his  landlord,  whose  house  serv- 
ed as  a  rest  for  his  shop,  and  only  intimated  gently,  be 
hoped  the  gentlemen  would  consider  him  for  the  use  of 
his  weapons. 

Julian  was  hastily  revolving  whether  they  ought,  in  pru- 
dence, to  accept  this  man's  invitation,  aware,  by  experi- 
ence, how  many  trepans,  as  they  were  then  termed,  were 
used  betwixt  two  contending  factions,  each  too  inveterate 
to  be  very  scrupulous  of  the  character  of  fair  play  to  an 
enemy,  when  the  dwarf,  exerting  his  cracked  voice  to  the 
uttermost,  and  shrieking  like  an  exhausted  herald,  from 
the  exalted  station  which  he  still  occupied  on  the  bulk- 
head, exhorted  them  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  worthy 
man  of  the  mansion.  "  He  himself,"  he  said,  as  he  re- 
posed himself  after  the  glorious  conquest  in  which  he  had 
bad  some  share,  ^*  had  been  favoured  with  a  beatific  vis- 
ion, too  splendid  to  be  described  to  common  and  mere 
mortal  ears,  but  which  had  commanded  him,  in  a  voice  to 
which  his  heart  had  bounded  as  to  a  trumpet  sound,  to 
take  refuge  with  the  wortliy  person  of  the  bouse,  and 
cause  his  friends  to  do  so." 

"  Vision  !"  said  the  Knight  of  the  Peak, — "  sound  ol 
a  trumpet ! — the  little  man  is  stark  mad." 

But  the  cutler,  in  great  haste,  intimated  to  them  that 
their  little  friend  had  received  an  intimation  from  a  gen- 
tlewoman of  his  acquaintance,  who  spoke  to  him  from 
the  window,  while  he  stood  on  the  bulk-head,  that  they 
would  find  a  safe  retreat  in  his  landlord's  ;  and,  desiring 
them  to  attend  to  two  or  tliree  deep  though  distant  huz- 
zas, made  them  aware  that  tiie  rahble  were  up  still,  and 
would  soon  be  upon  them  with  renewed  violence,  and  in- 
creased numbers. 
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Tbe  father  and  son,  therefore,  hastily  thanked  the  offi- 
cer and  his  party,  as  welt  as  the  other  gentlemen  who  had 
volunteered  in  their  assisunce,  lifted  little  Sir  Geofirey 
Hudson  from  the  conspicuous  post  which  he  had  so  cred- 
itably occupied  during  the  skirmish,  and  followed  the 
footsteps  of  tbe  teuant  of  the  booth,  who  conducted  them 
down  a  blind  alley,  and  through  one  or  iwo  courts,  in  case, 
IS  he  said,  any  one  might  have  watched  where  they  bur-  * 
rowed,  and  so  iiito  a  back-door.  This  entrance  admitted 
them  to  a  staircase  carefully  hung  with  straw  mats  to 
exclude  damp,  from  the  upper  step  of  which  they  enter- 
ed upon  a  tolerably  large  withdra wing-room,  hung  with 
coarse  green  serge  edged  with  gilded  leather,  which  the 
poorer  or  more  economical  citizens  at  that  lime  used  in- 
stead of  tapestry  or  wainscotting. 

Here  the  poor  cutler  received  from  Julian  such  a  gra- 
tuity for  the  loan  of  the  swords,  that  he  generously  aban- 
doned the  property  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  used  them 
M>  well ;  "  the  rather,"  he  said,  "  that  he  saw,  by  the 
way  they  handled  their  weapons,  that  they  were  men  of 
mettle,  and  tall  fellows," 

Here  the  dwarf  smiled  on  him  courteously,  and  bow- 

_  ed,  thrusting,  at  tlie  same  time,  his  hand  intd  his  pocket, 

which,  however,  he  withdrew  carelessly,  probably  because 

be  found  he  had  not  tbe  means  of  making  the  small  do- 

nalk>n  which  he  had  meditated. 

Tlie  cutler  proceeded  to  say,  as  he  bowed  and  wai 
about  to  withdraw,  that  he  saw  there  wo<ild  be  merry 
days  yet  in  Old  England,  and  that  Bilboa  blades  would 
fetch  as  good  a  price  as  ever.  "  I  remember,"  he  said, 
"  gentlemen,  though  1  was  then  but  a  prentice,  the  de- 
mand for  weapons  in  the  years  forty-one  and  forty-two  ; 
awordbiadcs  were  more  in  request  than  toothpicks,  aod 
Old  Ironsides,  my  master,  took  more  for  rascally  Provant 
rapiers,  than  I  dare  ask  now-a-days  for  a  Toledo.  But,  to 
be  sure,  a  man'R  life  then  rested  on  the  llude  lie  carried  ; 
the  Cavaliers  and  Itoundheuds  fought  every  day  at  the 
gales  of  Whitehall,  as  it  is  like,  genilcincn,  by  your  good 
example,  they  may  do  again,  wlien  I  s\ia\\  \ie  euii)civ«&M:^ 


252  PBYBKU.  OF  THE  JPBAK. 


\ 


leave  my  pitiful  booth,  and  open  a  shop  of  better  ouafi^. 
I  hope  you  will  recommend  me,  gentlemen,  to  your  irieadSi 
I  am  always  provided  with  ware  which  a  gentleoian  mij 
risk  his  life  on." 

*^  Thank  you,  good  friend,"  said  Julian  ;  *^  I  prithee 
begone.  I  trust  we  shall  need  thy  ware  no  more  for  some 
time  at  least." 

The  cutler  retired,  while  the  dwarf  holloed  after  Urn 
down  stairs,  tliat  he  would  call  on  him  soon,  and  equip 
himself  with  a  longer  blade,  and  one  more  proper  for  ac- 
tion ;  although,  he  said,  the  little  weapon  he  had  did  weD 
enough  for  a  walking-sword,  or  in  a  skunnish  with  such 
canaille  as  they  had  been  engaged  with. 

Tlie  cutler  returned  at  this  summons,  and  agreed  to 
pleasure  the  little  man  with  a  weapon  more  suitable  to  tus 
magnanimity  ;  then,  as  if  the  thought  had  suddenly  oc- 
curred to  him,  he  said,  '*  But,  gentlemen,  it  will  be  but 
wild  work  to  walk  with  your  naked  swords  through  the 
Strand,  and  it  can  scarce  fail  to  raise  the  rabble  again. 
If  you  please,  while  you  repose  yourselves  here,  I  can  fit 
the  blades  witli  sheaths." 

The  proposal  seemed  so  reasonable,  that  Julian  and 
his  father  gave  up  their  weapons  to  the  friendly  cuder ; 
an  example  which  the  dwarf  followed,  after  a  moment's 
hesitation,  not  caring,  as  he  magnificently  expressed  it,  to 
part  so  soon  with  the  trusty  friend  which  fortune  had  but 
the  moment  before  restored  to  his  hand.  The  man  re- 
tired with  the  weapons  under  his  arm  ;  and,  in  shutting 
the  door  behind  him,  they  heard  him  turn  the  key. 

"  Did  you  hear  that  ?"  said  Sir  Geoffrey  to  his  son— 
"  and  we  are  disarmed!" 

Julian,  without  reply,  examined  the  door,  which  was 
fast  secured ;  and  then  looked  at  the  casements,  which 
were  at  a  story's  height  from  the  ground,  and  grated  be- 
sides with  iron.  "  I  cannot  think,"  he  said,  after  a  mo- 
ment's pause,  "  that  the  fellow  means  to  trcfpan  us ;  and, 
in  any  event,  I  trust  we  should  have  no  difficulty  in  forc- 
ing the  door,  or  otherwise  making  an  escape.  But,  be- 
fore resorting  to  suchviol^wV  va^^i.'s^w^^^^  I  ihvtik  it  is  better 
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to  gire  tbe  rabble  leisure  to  disperse,  by  waiting  tliis  maD's 
return  with  our  weapooa  within  a  reasonable  time,  when, 
if  be  does  not  appear,  I  trust  we  shall  Gnd  little  difficulty 
in  extricating  ourselves."  As  he  spoke  thus,  the  hangings 
were  pulled  aside,  and,  from  a  small  door  which  was  con- 
cealed behind  (hem,  Major  Bridgenorth  entered  the  room. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Ha  riBC  UDODgil  Ihem  like  &  Mw^niicd  viril, 
To  )p«k  of  (Imdlul  JudgmeDU  Ihal  inpend, 
ARd  gf  ihe  wnlh  lo  «NDa. 

The  astonishment  of  Julian  at  the  unexpected  appari- 
tion of  Bridgenorth,  was  instantly  succeeded  by  appre- 
bension  of  his  father's  violence,  wliicii  he  had  every  rea- 
son to  believe  would  break  forth  against  one,  whom  bs 
himself  could  not  but  reverence  on  account  of  his  own 
merits,  as  well  as  because  he  was  the  father  of  Alice. 
The  appearance  of  Bridgenortli  was  not,  however,  such 
as  to  awaken  resentment.  His  countenance  was  calm, 
bis  step  slow  and  composed,  his  eye  not  tvithout  the  in- 
dication of  some  duep-seatcd  anxiety,  but  without  any 
expression  either  of  anger  or  of  triumph.  "  You  are  wel- 
come," he  said,  "  Sir  Geoffi-ey  Peveril,  to  the  shelter 
and  hospitality  of  this  house  ;  as  welcome  as  you  would 
bare  been  iu  other  days,  when  we  called  each  other 
oei^bours  and  friends." 

'*  Odzooks,"  said  the  old  Cavalier,  "  and  had  I  known 
it  was  thy  house,  man,  I  would  sooner  had  my  heart's  blood 
run  down  the  kennel,  than  my  foot  should  have  crossed 
your  threshold — in  the  way  of  seeking  safety,  that  is." 
.  "  1  forgive  your  luveteracy,"  said  Major  Bridgenorth, 
**  on  account  of  your  prejudices." 

"  Keep  your  forgiveness,"  answered  the  Cavalier, "  un- 
til you  are  pardoned  yourself.     By  Saml  Guotij^c^WaM^ 
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sworn,  if  ever  I  got  ray  heels  out  of  yoo  rascally  priscxii 
whither  I  was  sent  much  through  your  means.  Master 
Bridgenorth, — that  you  should  pay  the  reckoning  for  my 
bad  lodging. — I  wiJl  strike  uo  man  in  his  own  bouse ;  but 
if  you  will  cause  the  fellow  to  bring  back  my  weapon,  and 
take  a  turn  in  that  blind  court  there  below,  along  with  me, ' 
you  shall  soon  see  what  chance  a  traitor  hath  with  a  true 
man,  and  a  kennel-blooded  Puritan  with  Peveril  of  the 
Peak." 

Bridgenorth  smiled  with  much  composure.  "  Wbeo 
I  was  younger  and  more  warm-blooded,"  he  replied,  "  I 
refused  your  challenge,  Sir  Geoffiey ;  it  is  not  likely  i 
should  now  accept  it,  when  each  is  within  a  stride  of  tbe 
grave.  I  have  not  spared,  and  will  not  spare,  my  blood, 
when  my  country  wants  it." 

''  That  is  when  there  is  any  chance  of  treason  against 
the  King,"  said  Sir  Geoffrey. 

**  Nay,  ray  father,"  said  Julian,  "  let  us  hear  Master 
Bridgenorth  !  We  have  been  sheltered  in  his  house ;  and 
although  we  now  see  him  in  London,  we  should  remem* 
her  that  he  did  not  appear  against  us  this  day,  when  per^ 
haps  his  evidence  might  have  given  a  fatal  turn  to  our 


situation." 


*'  You  are  right,  young  man,"  said  Bridgenorth  ;  '*  and 
it  should  be  some  pledge  of  my  sincere  good  will,  that  I 
was  this  day  absent  from  Westminster,  when  a  few  words 
from  my  mouth  had  ended  the  long  line  of  Peveril  of  tbe 
Peak  :  It  needed  but  ten  minutes  to  walk  to  Westminster 
Hall  to  have  insured  your  condemnation.  But  could  I 
have  done  this,  knowing,  as  I  now  know,  that  to  thee,  Ju- 
lian Peveril,  1  owe  the  extrication  of  my  daughter— of 
ray  dearest  Alice — the  memory  of  her  departed  mother — 
from  tlie  snares  which  hell  and  profligacy  bad  opened 
around  her  ?" 

"  She  is,  I  trust,  safe,"  said  Peveril,  eagerly,  and  al- 
most forgetting  his  father's  presence  ;  "  she  is,  I  trust, 
safe,  and  in  yOur  own  wardship  ?" 

"  Not  in  mine,"  said  the  dejected  father  ;  "  but  in  that 
of  one  in  whose  protection,  next  to  that  of  Heaven,  f  can 
most  fully  confide." 
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"  Are  you  surB — are  you  very  sure  of  (hat  ?"  repeated 
Juliao,  eagerly.  "  1  found  her  under  the  charge  of  one. 
lo  whom  she  had  been  trusled,  and  vvlio  yet " 

"  And  who  yet  was  the  basest  of  women,"  aoswered 
Bridgenorth  ;  "  but  he  wlio  selected  her  for  the  charge 
was  deceived  in  her  character." 

"  Say  rather  you  were  deceived  in  bis ;  remember  that 
when  we  parted  at  Moullrassie,  I  warned  you  of  that 
.  Ganlesse— that " 

*'  I  know  your  meaning,"  said  Bridgenorth ;  "  nor  did 
jou  err  in  describing  him  as  a  worldly-wise  man.  But  ha 
has  atoned  for  his  error  by  recovering  Alice  from  the  dan- 
gers into  which  she  was  plunged  when  separated  from 
you  ;  and  besides,  I  have  not  thought  meet  again  to  intrust 
bim  with  the  charge  that  is  dearest  to  me." 

**  I  thank  God  your  eyes  are  thus  far  opened  !"  said 
Julian. 

**  This  day  will  open  them  wide,  or  close  them  for 
ever,"  answered  Bridgenorth. 

During  this  dialogue,  which  the  speakers  hurried 
through  without  attending  to  the  others  who  were  present, 
Sir  Geoffrey  listened  with  surprise  and  eagerness,  en- 
deavouring to  catch  something  which  should  render  their 
conversation  intelligihle  ;  but  as  be  totally  failed  in  gain- 
ing any  such  key  to  their  meaning,  he  broke  in  with,— 
"  *Sb]ood  and  thunder,  Julian,  what  unprofitable  gossip 
is  this  P  What  hast  thou  to  do  with  this  fellow,  more 
than  to  bastinado  him,  if  you  sliould  think  it  worth  while 
to  beat  so  old  a  rogue  ?" 

"  My  dearest  father,"  said  Julian,  "  you  know  not  this 
gentleman — 1  am  certain  you  do  him  injustice.  My  own 
obligations  to  him  are  many  ;  and  1  am  sure  when  you 
come  to  know  ihem " 

**  I  hope  1  shall  die  ere  that  moment  come,"  said  Sir 
Geoffrey  ;  and  continued  with  increasing  violence,  "  I 
hope,  in  the  mercy  of  Heaven,  that  I  shall  be  in  the  grave 
of  my  ancestors,  ere  I  learn  that  my  son — my  only  son— 
the  last  bopo  of  my  ancient  bouse — the  last  remnant  of 
the  name  of  Pevcril— -hatli  consented  to  recei?e  oblige- 
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tions  from  the  man  on  earth  I  am  most  bound  to  bue, 
were  I  not  still  more  bound  to  contemn  him  ! — ^Degenema 
dog-whelp  !"  he  repeated,  with  great  vehemence,  "  joa 
colour,  without  replying  !  Speak,  and  disown  such  dis- 
grace ;  or,  by  the  God  of  ray  fathers " 

^he  dwarf  suddenly  stepped  forward,  and  called  om, 
**  Forbear  !"  witli  a  voice  at  once  so  discordant  and  com- 
manding, that  it  sounded  supernatural.  **  Alan  of  sin  aod 
pride,"  he  said,  '*  forbear  ;  and  call  not  the  name  of  a 
holy  God,  to  witness  thine  unhallowed  resentments." 

The  rebuke  so  boldly  and  decidedly  given,  and  tlie 
moral  enthusiasm  with  which  he  spoke,  gave  the  despised 
dwarf  an  ascendancy  foi'  tlie  moment  over  the  fiery  spirit 
of  his  gigantic  namesake.  Sir  Geofiirey  Pereril  eyed  him 
for  an  instant  askance  and  shyly,  as  he  might  have  done  a 
supernatural  apparition,  and  then  muttered,  <*  What  know- 
esl  thou  of  my  cause  of  wrath  ?" 

"  Nothing,"  said  the  dwarf ; — "  nothing  but  this — tbtl 
no  cause  can  warrant  the  oath  thou  wert  about  to  swear. 
Ungrateful  man  !  thou  wert  to-day  rescued  from  the  de- 
vouring wrath  of  the  wicked,  by  a  marvellous  conjunctioa 
of  circumstances — Is  this  a  day,  thinkest  thou,  on  which 
to  indulge  thine  own  hasty  resentments  ?" 

"  I  stand  rebuked,"  said  Sir  Geoflfirey,  "  and  by  a  sia- 
gular  monitor — the  grasshopper,  as  the  prayer-book  saidi, 
hath  become  a  burden  to  me. — Julian,  I  will  speak  to 
thee  of  these  matters  hereafter  ; — and  for  you.  Master 
Bridgenorth,  I  desire  to  have  no  farther  communicatioa 
with  you,  cither  in  peace  or  in  anger.  Our  time  passes 
fast,  and  1  would  fain  return  to  my  family.  Cause  our 
weapons  to  be  restored  ;  unbar  the  doors,  and  let  us  part 
without  farther  altercation,  which  can  but  disturb  and  ag- 
gravate our  spirits." 

"  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril,"  said  Bridgenorth,  **  I  have  no 
desire  to  vex  your  spirit  or  my  own  ;  but,  for  thus  soon 
dismissing  you,  that  may  liardly  be,  it  being  a  course  in- 
consistent with  the  work  which  I  have  on  hand." 

**  How,  sir  !  Do  you  mean  that  we  should  abide  here, 
whether  with  or  agawsx  qvxt  wOiwv^vvwv^i  V  wd  the  dwarf. 
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**  Were  it  not  that  I  am  laid  under  charge  to  remain  here, 
by  one  who  hath  tlie  best  right  to  cominand  this  poor 
microcosm,  I  would  shon  thee  that  bolts  and  bars  are  un- 
availing restraints  on  such  as  T  am." 

«  Truly,"  said  Sir  GeofTrey,  "  I  think,  upon  an  emer- 
gency, the  hitle  man  might  make  his  escape  tiirough  the 
key-hole." 

Bridgenorth's  face  was  moved  into  something  like 
a  smile  at  the  swa^ering  speech  of  the  pigmy  hero, 
and  the  contemptuous  commentary  of  Sir  Geoffrey 
Pevieril ;  but  such  an  expression  never  dwelt  on  his  fea- 
tures for  two  seconds  together,  and  he  replied  in  these 
words  :— "  Gentlemen,  each  and  all  of  you  must  he  fain 
to  content  yourselres.  Believe  me,  no  hurt  Is  intended 
towards  you  ;  on  the  contrary,  your  remaining  here  will 
be  a  means  of  securing  your  safely,  which  would  be  other- 
wise deeply  endangered.  It  will  be  your  own  fault  if  a 
Lair  of  your  heads  is  hurt.  But  the  stronger  force  is  on 
my  «de ;  and,  whatever  harm  you  may  meet  with  sliould 
you  attempt  to  break  forth  by  violence,  the  blame  must 
rest  with  yourselves.  If  you  will  not  believe  me,  I  will 
permit  Master  Julian  Peveril  to  accompany  me,  where  he 
shall  see  that  I  am  provided  fully  with  the  means  of  re- 
presnng  violence." 

"  Treason  ! — Treason !"  exclaimed  the  old  Knight— 
"  Treason  against  God  and  King  Charles  !— O  for  one 
faalf  hour  of  the  broadsword  which  I  parted  with  Uke 
an  us  !" 

"  Hold,  my  father,  I  conjure  you  !"  said  Julian.  "  I 
will  go  with  Ma^er  Bridgenorth,  since  he  requests  it.  I 
will  satisfy  myself  whether  there  be  danger,  and  of  what 
nature.  It  is  possible  I  may  prevail  on  him  to  desist  from 
some  desperate  measure,  if  such  be  indeed  in  agitation. 
^KHild  it  be  necessary,  fear  not  that  your  son  will  behave 
.  u  be  ought  to  do." 

"  Do  your  pleasure,  Julian,"  said  lits  father  ;  "  I  will 
confide  in  thee.      But  if  you  betray  my  confidence^  a 
fiitber's  curse  shall  cleave  to  you." 
22*     VOL.  II, 
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Bridgcnorth  now  motioned  to  Peveril  to  iollow  Ub 
and  they  passed  through  the  small  door  by  which  he  bad 
entered. 

Tlie  passage  led  to  a  vestibule  or  anteroom,  in  which 
several  other  doors  and  passages  seemed  to  centre. 
Through  one  of  these  Julian  was  conducted  by  Bridge- 
north,  walking  with  silence  and  precaution,  in  obedience 
to  a  signal  made  by  his  guide  to  that  effect.  As  tliey  ad- 
vanced, he  heard  sounds,  like  those  of  the  human  voice, 
engaged  in  urgent  and  emphatic  declamation.  With  sbw 
and  light  steps  Bridgenorth  conducted  him  through  a  door 
which  terminated  this  passage  ;  and  as  be  entered  a  little 
gallery,  having  a  curtain  in  front,  tl)e  sound  of  the  preach- 
er's voice,  for  such  it  now  seemed,  became  distinct  and 
audible. 

Julian  now  doubted  not  that  he  was  in  one  of  tliose  con- 
venticles, which,  though  contrary  to  the  existing  laws,  still 
continued  to  be  regularly  held  in  different  parts  of  Ijon- 
don  and  the  suburbs.  Many  of  these,  as  frequented  by 
persons  of  moderate  political  principles,  though  dissenters 
from  the  church  for  conscience  sake,  were  connived  at  by 
the  prudence  or  timidity  of  the  government.  But  some 
of  them,  in  which  assembled  the  fiercer  and  more  exalt- 
ed sects  of  Independents,  Anabaptists,  Fifth-Monarchy 
men,  and  other  sectaries,  whose  stem  enthusiasm  had 
contributed  so  greatly  to  effect  the  overthrow  of  the  late 
King's  throne,  were  sought  after,  suppressed,  and  dis- 
persed, whenever  they  could  be  discovered. 

Julian  was  soon  satisfied  that  the  meeting  into  which  he 
was  thus  secretly  introduced,  was  one  of  the  latter  class; 
and,  to  judge  by  the  violence  of  the  preacher,  of  the  most 
desperate  character.  He  was  still  more  effectually  con- 
vinced of  this,  when,  at  a  sign  from  Bridgenorth,  he  cau- 
tiously unclosed  a  part  of  the  curtain  which  hung  before 
the  gallery,  and  thus,  unseen  himself,  looked  down  on  the 
audience,  and  obtained  a  view  of  the  preacher. 

About  two  hundred  persons  were  assembled  beneath, 
in  an  area  filled  up  with  benches,  as  if  for  the  exercise 
of  worship  •,  and  \i\ey  w^re  all  of  the  male  sex,  and  well 
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utned  witb  pikes  and  muskets,  us  well  ss  swords  and  jhs- 
tols.  Most  of  tbein  had  the  appearance  of  veteran  sol- 
diers, now  past  the  middle  of  life,  yet  retaining  such  an 
appearance  of  strength  as  might  well  supply  the  loss  of 
youthful  agility.  They  stood,  or  sal,  in  various  attitudes 
of  stem  attention  ;  anil,  resting  on  tlieir  spears  and  inus- 
kels,  kept  thuir  eyes  firmly  &\e6  on  [lie  prencher,  wlra 
ended  llie  violence  of  liis  declamation  by  displaying  from 
tlie  pulpit  a  banner,  on  which  wus  represented  h  lion,  with 
tlie  motto, — "  Vicit  Leo  ex  tribu  Juda." 

Tbe  torrent  of  mystical  yet  aniniatiug  eloquence  of 
the  preacher — an  old  grey-haired  man,  whom  zeal  seem- 
ed to  supply  with  the  powers  of  voice  and  action,  of  which 
years  bad  deprived  him — was  suited  to  the  taste  of  his 
audience,  liul  could  not  he  transferred  to  these  pages  with- 
out scandal  and  impropriety.  lie  menaced  the  rulers  of 
England  with  all  the  Jiidgiiicnts  denounced  on  those  of 
Moab  and  Assyria — he  called  upon  the  Saints  to  be  strong, 
lobe  up  and  doing  ;  and  promised  those  miracles  which, 
in  the  campaigns  of  Joshua,  and  Ids  successors  the  valiant 
Judges  of  Israel,  supplied  all  odds  against  the  Amorites, 
Midianitcs,  and  Philistines.  He  sounded  trumpets,  open- 
ed vials,  broke  seals,  and  denounced  approaching  judg- 
ments under  all  the  mystical  signs  of  the  Apocalypse. 
The  end  of  the  world  was  annuunce<l,  accompanied  with 
all  its  preliminary  terrors. 

Julian,  with  deep  anxiety,  soon  heard  enough  to  make 
him  aware,  that  the  meeting  was  likely  to  terminate  'm 
open  insurrection,  like  that  of  the  Fifth- Monarchy  men, 
under  Venner,  at  an  earlier  period  of  Charles's  reign  ; 
and  he  was  not  a  lilile  concerned  at  the  probability  ai 
Bridgenorth's being imf^icated  in  so  criminal  and  desperue 
an  undertaking.  If  he  had  retained  any  doubts  of  the 
issue  of  the  meeting,  they  must  have  been  removed  when 
the  preacher  called  on  his  hearers  to  renounce  all  expec- 
tation which  had  hitherto  been  entertained  of  safety  to  the 
nation,  from  the  execution  of  the  ordinary  laws  of  the 
land.  This,  he  said,  was  at  5cst  hut  a  carnal  seeking  after 
earthly  aid — a  going  down  to  Egypt  for  W\f ,  '«\»'Ai  ^it 
/etJeHtsy  of  their  Divine  Leader  wo«\d  teaent.  *a  a.  ftee»^ 
to  MtK»ber  rock,  and  a  differenl  baanet,  fc«u  ilnaX  Vw3a 
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was  tliis  day  displayed  over  them. — ^And  here  he  solemnly 
swung  the  hannered  lion  over  their  heads,  as  the  only  ago 
under  which  they  ought  to  seek  for  life  and  safety.  He 
tlien  proceeded  to  insist,  that  recourse  to  ordioaiy  justice 
was  vain  as  well  as  sinful* 

*'  The  event  of  that  day  at  Westminster,"  he  said, 
*'  might  teach  them  tiiat  the  Man  at  Whitehall  was  even 
as  the  Man  liis  father  ;"  and  he  closed  a  long  tirade 
against  the  vices  of  the  Court,  with  assurance  *'  that  To- 
phet  was  ordained  ^f  old — for  the  King  it  was  made  hot." 

As  the  preacher  entered  on  a  description  of  the  ap- 
proaching theocracy,  wliicli  he  dared  to  prophesy,  Bridge- 
north,  who  appeared  for  a  time  to  have  forgotten  the 
Eresence  of  Julian,  whilst  with  stern  and.  fixed  attentioD 
e  drank  in  the  words  of  the  preacher,  seemed  suddenly 
to  collect  himself,  and,  taking  Julian  by  the  hand,  led  him 
out  of  the  gallery,  of  which  he  carefully  closed  the  door, 
into  an  apartment  at  no  great  distance. 

When  ihcy  arrived  there,  he  anticipated  the  expostula- 
tions of  Julian,  by  asking  him,  in  a  tone  of  severe  triumph, 
whether  these  men  he  had  seen  were  likely  to  do  tlieir 
work  negligently,  or  whether  it  would  not  be  perilous  to 
attempt  to  force  their  way  from  a  house,  when  all  the 
avenues  were  guarded  by  such  as  he  had  now  seen — men 
of  war  from  their  childhood  upwards. 

"  In  the  name  of  Heaven,"  said  Julian,  without  reply- 
ing to  Bridgenorth's  question,  "  for  what  desperate  pur- 
pose have  you  assembled  so  many  desperate  men  ?  I  am 
well  aware  that  your  sentiments  of  religion  are  peculiar ; 
but  beware  how  you  deceive  yourself — No  views  of  re- 
ligion can  sanction  rebellion  and  murder  ;  and  such  are 
the  natural  and  necessary  consequences  of  the  doctrine 
we  have  just  heard  poured  into  the  ears  of  fanatical  and 
violent  enthusiasts." 

"  My  son,"  said  Bridgenorth  calmly,  "  in  the  days  of 
my  nonage,  I  thought  as  you  do.  I  deemed  it  sufficient 
to  pay  my  tithes  of  cummin  and  anniseed — my  poor  petty 
mora]  observances  of  the  old  law  ;  and  I  thought  I  was 
heaping  up  precious  things,  when  they  were  in  value  no 
more  than  the  husks  ot  \3cv^  swYcv^-vcckvi^*  "^^^nsw^  ^ 
fieayen,  the  scales  ate  taSieu  fcom  vdw\^  ^^%&\  ^sA^^&sex 
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Ibrly  yrars*  wandering  in  the  desert  of  Sinai,  I  am  at 
length  arrived  in  tlie  Land  of  PromJ!"? — -My  corrupt  hu- 
man nature  has  left  me — I  have  cast  my  slough,  and  can 
now  with  some  conscience  put  my  hand  to  the  plough, 
certain  lliat  there  is  no  weakness  left  in  me  wberetJirough 
I  Diay1ool(  bacli.  The  furrows,"  he  added,  bending  his 
brows,  while  a  gloomy  fire  hllcd  his  large  eyes,  "  must 
be  drawn  long  and  deep,  and  (vniercd  by  the  blood  of  the  - 
Diigbty." 

There  was  a  change  in  Bridgenorth's  tone  and  manner 
nbeii  he  used  these  singular  exj>ressions,  which  convinced 
Julian,  tliat  his  mind,  which  had  wavered  for  so  many  years 
between  his  natural  good  sense  and  the  insane  enihusi- 
■•in  of  the  time,  had  finally  given  way  lo  the  laiter ;  and, 
sensibte  of  the  danger  in  which  the  unhappy  man  himself, 
ttie  innocent  and  beautiful  Alice,  and  bis  own  father,  were 
likely  to  be  placed — to  say  nothing  of  Ihe  general  risk  of 
the  community  hy  a  sudden  insurrection,  he  el  the  same 
time  felt  that  there  was  no  chance  of  reasoning  effectually 
with  one  who  would  op[>ose  spiritual  conviction  to  all  ar- 
guments which  reason  could  urge  against  his  wild  schemes. 
To  touch  his  feelings  seemed  a  more  probable  resource ; 
and  Julian,  therefore,  conjured  Bridgenorth  to  think  how 
much  his  daughter's  honour  and  safety  were  concerned 
jo  bis  abflaining  from  Ihe  dangerous  course  which  he 
meditated.  "  If  you  fall,"  be  said,  "  must  she  not  pass 
under  the  power  and  guardianship  of  her  uncle,  whom 
joa  allow  to  have  shown  himself  capable  of  the  grossest 
mistake  in  the  choice  of  her  female  protectress  ;  and 
whom  I  believe,  upon  good  grounds,  to  have  made  that 
infamous  choice  with  his  eyes  open  ?" 

"  Young  man,"  ansivered  Bridgenorth,  "  you  make 
me  feel  like  the  poor  bird,  around  whose  wing  some  wan- 
ton boy  has  fixed  a  line,  lo  pull  the  struggling  wretch  to 
enrlb  at  his  pleaiurc.  Know,  since  thou  wilt  play  tliis 
cruel  part,  agd  drag  me  down  from  higher  contempla- 
tions, that  she  with  wliojn  Alice  is  placed,  and  who  hath 
in  future  full  power  to  guide  her  motions  and  decide  her 
fue,  despite  of  Christian  and  every  one  e\w,\?i — \'«* 
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not  tell  tbee  who  she  is — Enoi^h — no  one— thoo  lent  of 

all,    needs  to  fear  for  her  safety.*' 

At  thb  moment  a  side-door  opened,  and  Christian  Iubh 
self  came  into  the  apartment.  He  started  and  coloured 
when  he  saw  Julian  Peveril ;  then  turning  to  Bridgenorth, 
with  an  assumed  air  of  indifiereneei  asked,  ^*  Is  Saul 
among  the  prophets? — Is  a  Peveril  among  the  saints?" 

**  No,  brother,''  replied  Bridgenorth,  **  bis  time  is  not 
come  more  than  thine  own — thou  art  too  deep  in  the 
ambitious  intrigues  of  manhood,  and  he  in  the  giddy  pas- 
sions of  youth,  to  hear  the  still  calm  voice — ^You  will 
both  hear  it,  as  I  trust  and  pray.'' 

*^  Master  Ganlesse,  or  Christian,  or  by  whaterer  name 
you  are  called,"  said  Julian,  **  by  whatever  reasons 
Tou  guide  yourself  in  this  most  perilous  matter,  yom  al 
least  are  not  influenced  by  any  idea  of  an  immediate  di- 
vine command  for  commencing  hostilities  agunst  tbe  state. 
Leaving,  therefore,  for  the  present,  whatever  subjects  of 
discussion  may  be  between  us,  I  implore  you,  as  a  roaa 
of  shrewdness  and  sense,  to  join  with  me  in  dissuading 
Master  Bridgenorth  from  tbe  fatal  enterprise  which  he 
now  meditates." 

^'  Young  gentleman,"  said  Christian,  with  great  com- 
posure, '^  when  we  met  in  the  west,  I  was  wiUtng  to  bare 
made  a  friend  of  you,  but  you  rejected  the  overture.  Yea 
might,  however,  even  then  liave  seen  enough  of  me  to 
be  assured,  that  I  am  not  likely  to  rush  too  rashly  on  any 
desperate  undertaking.  As  to  this  which  lies  before  us, 
my  brother  Bridgenorth  brings  to  it  the  simplicity,  though 
not  the  harmlessness  of  the  dove,  and  I  the  subtlety  of 
the  serpent.  He  hath  tlie  leading  of  saints  who  are 
moved  by  the  spirit  ;  and  I  can  add  to  their  efibrts  a 
powerful  body,  who  have  (or  their  instigators,  the  world, 
the  devil,  and  tlie  flesli." 

*'  And  can  you,"  said  Julian,  looking  at  Bridgenorth, 
"  accede  to  such  an  unworthy  union  ?" 

'*  I  unite  not  with  them,"  said  Bridgenorth  ;  ^*  but  I 
may  not,  without  guilt,  reject  the  aid  which  Providence 
sends  to  as»sl  h\s  setNaxi\&.    W^  ^^  ^M^t^^Wes  few^  though 
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daierniined — Those  whose  swords  come  to  help  the  cut- 
ting down  of  the  barrest,  must  be  welcome — When  their 
work  is  wrought,  tliey  will  be  converted  or  scattered.— 
Hsve  you  been  at  York-Place,  broihcr,  wiib  that  unsulils 
epicure }  We  must  buvc  bis  last  resoluiion,  and  thai  witbin 
an  hour." 

Christian  looked  at  Julian,  aa  if  his  presence  prevcDted 
him  from  returning  an  answer  ;  upon  which  Brideenorth 
atx»e,  and  taking  llie  young  \naa  by  the  arm,  led  nim  out 
of  the  apartment,  into  that  in  which  they  had  left  his 
father ;  assuring  him  by  the  way,  that  determined  and 
rigilant  guards  were  placed  in  every  dilferent  quarter  by 
which  escape  could  be  effected,  and  that  he  would  do 
well  to  persuade  his  father  to  reniaia  a  quiet  prisoner  for 
a  few  hours. 

.  Julian  relumed  him  no  answer,  and  Bridgenortb  present- 
ly retired,  leaving  him  alone  with  his  father  and  Hudson. 
To  theur  questions  he  could  only  briefly  reply,  tliat  he  fear- 
ed they  were  trepanned,  since  they  were  in  the  house  with 
at  least  two  hundred  fanatics,  completely  armed,  and  ap- 
parently prepared  for  some  desperate  enterprize.  Their 
own  want  of  arms  precluded  the  possibility  of  open  vio- 
lence ;  and  however  unpleasant  it  might  be  to  remain  in 
inch  a  condition,  it  seemed  difficult,  from  the  strength  of 
the  fastenings  at  doors  and  windows,  to  sttempi  any  secret 
eicape  without  instantaneous  detection. 

The  valiant  dwarf  alone  nursed  hopes,  with  which  he 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  inspire  his  companions  in  affliction. 
"  The  &ir  one  whose  eyes,"  he  said,  "  were  like  the 
twin  stars  of  Leda" — for  the  little  man  was  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  lofty  language — "  had  not  invited  him,  the  most 
devoted,  and,  it  might  be,  not  the  least  favoured  of  her 
■ervantB,  into  this  place  as  a  harbour,  in  order  that  he 
might  thereift  suffer  shipwreck  ;"  and  he  generoualy 
assured  his  friends,  thai  in  his  safety  they  also  should  be 
safe. 

Sir  Geoffrey,  little  cheered  by  this  intimntion,  express- 
ed his  dcsp!)ir  at  not  being  able  to  get  the  length  of  White- 
hall, where  he  trusted  to  find  as  many  jolly  C«,v%V\e\%  ■a* 
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would  help  bitn  to  stifle  the  whole  nest  of  wasps  in  tbeir 
hive  ;  while  Julian  was  of  opioion  that  the  best  service  bt 
could  now  render  Bridgenorth,  would  be  titneoudy  to 
disclose  his  plot,  and,  if  possible,  to  send  him  at  the  sauna 
time  warning  to  save  his  person. 

But  we  must  leave  them  to  meditate  over  tbeir  plans  at 
leisure  ;  no  one  of  which,  as  they  all  depended  on  tbeir 
previous  escape  from  confinement,  seemed  in  any  great 
chance  of  being  executed* 
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And  mne  for  safety  took  ibe  drewlfbl  leap : 

Sooie  for  the  voice  of  Heaven  teen'd  calling'  od  tfaea  ; 

Some  for  advancemeot,  or  for  lucre's  sake— 

1  leap*d  in  frohc. 

The  Dream, 

After  a  private  conversation  with  Bridgenorth,  Chris- 
tian hastened  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingiiam's  hotel,  taking 
at  the  same  time  such  a  route  as  to  avoid  meeting  with 
any  acquaintance.  He  was  ushered  into  the  apartment  of 
the  Duke,  whom  he  found  cracking  and  eating  filberts, 
with  a  flask  of  excellent  while  wine  at  his  elbow.  "  Chris- 
tian," said  his  Grace,  "  come  help  me  to  laugh — I  have 
bit  Sir  Charles  Sedley — flung  him  for  a  thousand,  by  the 
gods !" 

"I  am  glad  at  your  luck,  my  Lord  Duke,**  replied 
Christian  ;  "  but  I  am  come  here  on  serious  business.'' 

«  Serious  ? — ^why,  1  shall  hardly  be  serious  in  my  lifo 
again — ha,  ha,  ha  ! — and  for  luck,  it  was  no  such  tlibg — 
sheer  wit,  and  excellent  contrivance ;  and  but  tliat  I  don't 
care  to  affront  Fortune,  like  the  old  Greek  general,  I 
might  tell  her  to  her  face — in  this  thou  hadst  no  share. 
You  have  heard,  Ned  Christian,  that  Mother  Cresswell  ii 
dead  ?" 
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"  Yes,  I  did  hear  that  the  devil  hath  got  his  due,"  an- 
iwered  Oirislian. 

"  Well,"  said  the  Duke,  "  you  are  ungroieful ;  for  I 
know  you  have  been  olfligcd  to  her,  as  well  as  others. 
Before  George,  a  most  benevolent  and  helpful  old  lady  ; 
and  thai  she  might  not  sleep  in  an  unblesl  grave,  I  bel- 
ted— do  you  mark  me — wiih  Sedley,  that  I  would  write 
ber  funeral-sermon  ;  that  il  should  be  every  tvord  Jn  praise 
of  ber  life  and  cotiversaiion  ;  that  tl  should  be  all  true, 
and  yet  tliat  the  diocesan  should  be  unable  lo  lay  his 
thumb  on  QuodUng,  my  little  chaplain,  who  sliould  preach 
it." 

"  I  perfectly  see  the  difficulty,  my  lord,"  said  Chris- 
tian, who  well  knew  that  if  he  wished  lo  secure  altenlion 
from  this  vololile  noblemnn,  he  must  firsl  suffer,  nay,  en- 
courage him,  to  exhaust  the  topic,  whatever  it  might  be, 
that  had  got  temporary  possession  of  his  pineal  gland. 

"  Why,"  said  the  Duke,  "  I  caused  my  little  Quod- 
ling  to  go  through  his  oration  thus — '  That  whatever  evil 
reports  had  passed  current  during  the  lifetime  of  the  wor- 
thy raairon  whom  they  had  restored  to  dust  that  day, 
malice  itself  cnutd  not  deny  that  she  was  born  well,  mar- 
ried well,  lived  well,  and  died  well  ;  since  she  was  bora 
in  Shadwell,  married  to  Cresswell,  lived  in  Camberwdl, 
and  died  in  Bridewell.'  Here  ended  the  oration,  and 
with  it  Sedley's  ambitious  hopes  of  overreaching  Buck- 
inghant — ha,  ha,  ha  ! — And  now,  Master  Christian,  what 
are  your  commands  for  me  to-day?" 

**  First,  to  thank  your  Grace  for  being  so  attentive  as 
to  send  so  formidable  a  person  as  Colonel  Blood,  to  wait 
upon  your  poor  friend  and  servant.  Faith,  he  took  such 
an  interest  in  ray  leaving  town,  that  he  wanted  to  compel 
ne  to  do  it  at  point  of  fox,  so  I  was  obliged  to  spill  a  little 
of  his  malapert  blood.  Your  Grace's  swordsmen  havs 
bad  ill  luck  of  late  ;  and  it  is  hard,  since  you  always 
choose  the  best  hands,  and  such  scrupleless  knaves  loo." 
"  Come  now,  Christian,"  said  ihe  Duke,  "  do  not  thua 
eltilt  over  me  ;  a  great  man,  if  J  may  so  call  myself,  ii 
33     VOL.  II. 
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never  greater  thsn  imid  miscarria^.  I  only  played  tlM 
litlle  trick  on  you,  Cliristi-in,  to  iinpress  oa  yoa  a  whnle- 
■oine  i<tea  of  the  interest  I  take  in  your  motioRs.  The 
■coiindrel's  having  dared  to  draw  upon  you,  is  a  thing  dcM 
to  be  forgiven. — What !  injure  my  old  friend  Cbrisban  ?" 

"  And  why  not,"  said  Christian,  coolly,  "  if  your  old 
friend  was  so  stubborn  as  not  to  go  out  of  town,  like  i 
good  boy,  when  your  Grace  required  him  to  do  90,  (or  the 
civil  purpose  of  entertaining  bis  niece  in  his  absence?" 

*'  How — what  ! — liow  do  you  mean  by  iny  enienaio- 
ing  your  niece,  Master  Christian?"  said  the  Duke.  "She 
was  a  personage  far  beyond  my  poor  attentions,  b«Dg 
destined,  if  1  recollect  aright,  (o  sometbmg  like  lofil 
favour." 

"  It  was  her  fate,  however,  to  be  the  guea  of  your 
Grace's  coovent  for  a  brace  of  days,  w  so.  Marry,  my 
lord,  the  father  confessor  was  not  at  horae,  and — for  con- 
vents have  been  scaled  of  late — returned  not  till  the  bird 
was  flown." 

"  Christian,  ihoii  art  an  old  reynard — I  see  there  is  no 
doubling  with  thee.  It  was  ihou,  then,  stole  away  roy 
pretty  prize,  but  left  me  something  so  much  prettier  in  my 
mind,  that,  had  it  not  made  itself  whigs  to  fly  away  with, 
I  would  have  placed  it  in  a  cage  of  gold.  Never  b« 
downcast,  man,  I  forgive  thee — I  forgive  thee." 

"  Your  Grace  is  of  a  most  merciful  disposition,  e^w- 
cially  considering  it  is  I  who  havu  had  the  wrong  ;  and 
sages  have  said,  thai  he  who  doth  the  injury,  is  less  apt  to 
forgive  than  he  who  only  sustains  it." 

"  True,  true,  Chrij!|ian,"  said  the  Duke,  "  which,  as 
you  say,  is  sonielhing  quite  new,  and  places  my  clemency 
m  a  striking  poiul  of  view.  Well,  then,  ihou  forgivcD 
man,  ivhen  sluili  I  sec  my  Mauriianian  Princess  again  ?"' 

"  Whenever  I  am  certain  that  a  quibble,  and  a  car* 
whichil,  or  a  play  or  a  sermon,  will  not  banish  her  (ma 
your  Grace's  iiieinory." 

"  Not  all  the  wit  of  South,  or  of  Etherege,"  said 
Buckingham,  hastily,  "  to  say  nothing  of  my  own,  shall 
in  future  make  me  oblivious  of  what  I  owe  tbe  Mocisco 
princess." 
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*'  Tet  to  leave  the  fair  lady  out  of  ihouglit  for  a  little 
wliile — a  very  little  while,"  said  Clirislian,  "^incelswcar 
tliat  in  due  time  your  Grace  shall  see  her,  and  know  in 
her  the  most  extraordinary  woman  thai  ihe  ape  has  pro- 
duced— to  leave  her,  I  sny,  out  of  siglii  for  a  liitle  wliile, 
Iisa  your  Grace  had  late  nolioe  of  your  Duchess's  health?" 

"  Healih  !"  said  the  Duke.  "  Umph — no — nothing 
particular.     She  has  been  ill — but " 

"  She  is  no  longer  so,"  subjoined  Christian  ;  *'  she 
died  in  Yorkshire  fony-eight  hours  since." 

"Thou  must  deal  with  the  devil!"  said  the  Duke. 

"  It  would  ill  become  one  of  my  name  to  do  so,"  re- 
plied Christian.  "  Bur,  in  the  brief  interval  since  your 
Grace  hath  known  of  an  cvenL  which  has  not  yet  reach- 
ed the  public  ear,  you  have,  I  believe,  made  proposals  to 
die  King  for  the  hand  of  the  Lady  Anne,  second  daugh- 
ter of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  your  Grace's  proposals 
bare  been  rejected." 

"  Fiends  and  firebrands,  villain  !"  said  the  Duke, 
starling  up  and  seizing  Christian  by  the  collar  ;  *'  who 
bath  told  thee  that  V 

"  Take  your  hand  from  my  cloak,  my  Lord  Duke, 

^pd   I   may   answer  you,"  said  Christian.       "  1  have   a 

Scurvy  toucb  of  old  puritanical  humour  about  me.    I  abide 

ftltthe  impostlion  of  hands.  Take  off  your  grasp  from  my 

cloak,  or  1  will  find  means  to  make  you  unloose  it." 

The  Duke,  who  had  kept  his  right  hand  on  his  dagger- 
hilt,  while  he  held  Christian's  collar  with  his  left,  unloosed 
it  as  he  spoke,  but  slowly,  and  as  one  who  rather  suspends 
than  abandons  the  execution  of  some  hasty  impulse  ; 
while  Christian,  adjusting  his  cloak  with  perfect  compo- 
sure, said,  "  Sob — my  cloak  being  at  liberty,  we  speak 
on  equal  terms.  I  come  not  to  insult  your  Grace,  but  to 
ofier  you  vengeance  for  the  insuh  you  have  received." 

"  Vengeance  '."  said  the  Duke — "  It  is  the  dearest 
profier  man  can  prciunt  to  me  in  my  present  mood.  I 
hunger  for  vengeance — lliirst  for  vengeance — could  die 
to  injure  vengeance  I — 'Sdealh  !"  he  continued,  walking 
up  aod  down  ibc  large  apartineDl  with  l\ie  mi»\  uox^r 
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Strained  and  violent  agitation ;  **  I  hw^e  chased  this  re- 
pulse out  of  my  brain  with  ten  tliousaod  trifles,  becauae  I 
thought  no  one  knew  it.  But  it  is  known,  and  to  tbee, 
the  very  common-sewer  of  Court  secrets — the  honour  of 
Villiers  is  in  thy  keeping,  Ned  Christian  !  Speak,  thoa 
man  of  wiles  and  of  intrigue— on  whom  dost  thou  promise 
the  vengeance  ?  Speak !  and  if  thy  adswers  meet  my 
desires,  I  will  make  a  bargain  with  thee  as  willingly  as 
with  thy  master,  Satan  himself." 

^'  I  will  not  be,"  said  Christian,  *'  so  unreasonable  ia 
my  terms  as  stories  tell  of  the  old  apostate  ;  I  will  ofler 
your  Grace,  as  he  might  do,  temporal  prosperity  and  re- 
venge, which  is  his  frequent  recruiting  money,  but  I  leave 
it  to  yourself  to  provide,.as  you  may  be  pleased,  for  your 
future  salvation." 

The  Duke,  gazing  upon  him  fixedly  and  sadly,  replied, 
**  I  would  to  God,  Christian,  that  I  could  read  what  pur- 
pose ofdanmable  villany  tliou  hast  to  propose  to  me  in  thy 
countenance,  without  the  necessity  of  thy  using  words  f ' 
"  Your  Grace  can  but  try  a  guess,"  said  Christian, 
calmly  smiling. 

"  No,"  replied  the  Duke,  after  gazing  at  him  again  for 
the  space  of  a  minute  ;  '<  thou  art  so  deeply  dyed  ai|^ 
hypocrite,  that  thy  mean  features,  and  clear  grey  eye,  afif 
as  likely  to  conceal  treason,  as  any  petty  scheme  of  theft 
or  larceny,  more  corresponding  to  your  degree*" 

*'  Treason,  my  lord  ?"  echoed  Christian  ;  "  you  may 
have  guessed  more  nearly  than  you  were  aware  of.  I 
honour  your  Grace's  penetration." 

"  Treason  !"  echoed  the  Duke.  "  Who  dare  name 
such  a  crime  to  me  ?" 

"  If  a  name  startles  your  Grace,  you  may  call  it  ven- 
geance— vengeance  on  the  cabal  of  counsellors,  who  have 
ever  countermined  you,  in  spile  of  your  wit  and  your  in- 
terest with  the  King. — Vengeance  on  Arlington,  Onnond 
— on  Charles  himself." 

**  No,  by  Heaven,"  said  the  Duke,  resuming  his  dis- 
ordered walk  through  the  apartment — "  Vengeance  on 
these  rats  of  the  Pnvj  Cowwc>\> — c«wi^  ^i  vt  as  you  will. 
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But  Ibe  KiDg !— never — never.  I  have  provoked  bim  s 
hundred  times,  nfaere  he  has  stirred  me  once.  I  have 
crossed  his  path  in  state  intrigue — rivalled  him  in  love — 
had  the  advantage  in  hoth, — and,  d — n  it,  he  has  forgiven 
me  I  If  treason  would  put  me  in  his  throne,  1  have  no 
•pology  for  it — it  were  worse  than  bestial  ingratitude." 

"  Nobly  spoken,  my  lord,"  said  Chrisiian ;  "  and  con- 
nstent  alike  with  the  obligations  under  which  your  Grace 
lies  to  Charles  Stuart,  and  ihe  sense  you  have  ever 
shown  of  theni. — But  It  signifiea  not.  If  yonr  Grace 
patranizt  not  our  enlerprize,  there  is  Shaftesbury — there 
IS  Monmouth " 

"  Scoundrel  I"  exclaimed  the  Duke,  even  more  vehe- 
mently agitated  than  before,  "  think  you  that  you  shall 
earn  on  with  others  an  enterprize  which  1  have  refused  ? 
—No,  by  every  heathen  and  every  Christian  god  ! — 
Hark  ye,  Christian,  I  will  arrest  you  on  the  spot — ■!  will, 
by-gods  and  devils,  and  carry  you  to  unravel  your  plot 
at  Whitehall." 

"  Where  the  first  words  I  speak,"  answered  the  im- 
perturbable Christian,  "  will  be  lo  inform  the  Pnvy  Coun- 
cil in  what  place  they  may  find  certain  letters,  wherewith 
your  Grace  has  honoured  your  P'^''  vassal,  containing, 
•s  I  think,  particulars  which  his  Majesty  will  read  with 
more  surprise  than  pleasure." 

"  'Sdeath,  villain  !"  said  the  Dake,  once  more  laying 
bis  hand  on  his  poniard-hih,  "  thou  hast  me  again  at  ad- 
vantage. I  know  not  why  I  forbear  to  poniard  you  where 
jrou  stand  !" 

"  I  might  fall,  my  Lord  Duke,"  sard  Christian,  slightly 
colouring,  and  putting  his  right  hand  ints  bis  bosom, 
"  though  not,  I  think,  unavenged — for  I  have  not  put  my 

r arson  into  this  peril  sitogether  without  means  of  defence, 
might  fall,  but,  alas  !  your  Grare's  correspondence  is  in 
bands,  which  by  that  very  act,  would  be  rendered  suffi- 
ciently active  in  handing  them  to  the  King  and  the  Privy 
Council.  What  say  you  to  the  Aloorish  Princess,  my 
Lord  Duke  ?  What  if  I  have  left  her  execurrix  of  my 
will,  with  certain  instructions  how  to  ptoceed  SI  \  t^Mt^ 

SS*      VUL.    II. 


S70  PBYBSIL  OT  TUB   PBAK. 

not  unharmed  from  York-Place  ?  O,  my  lord,  though  my 
head  is  in  the  wolfs  mouth,  I  was  not  goose  enough  lo 
place  it  there  without  settling  bow  many  carabines  should 
be  fired  on  the  wolf,  so  soon  as  my  dying  cackle  wu 
heard.  Pshaw  !  my  Lord  Duke,  you  deal  with  a  mao 
of  sense  and  courage,  yet  you  speak  to  him  as  a  child 
and  a  coward .'' 

The  Duke  threw  himself  into  a  chair,  fixed  his  eyes 
on  the  ground,  and  spoke  without  raising  tbem.  ^  I  tin 
about  to  call  Jerningham,''  he-said  ;  *^  but  fear  nothing 
—it  is  only  for  a  draught  of  wine — That  stuff  on  the  ti- 
ble  may  be  a  vehicle  for  filberts  and  walnuts,  but  not  fer 
such  communications  as  yours. — Bring  me  champagne,'* 
he  said  to  the  -attendant  who  answered  on  bis  summons. 

The  domestic  returned,  and  brought  a  flask  of  cham- 
pagne, with  two  large  silver  cups.  One  of  tbem  he  filled 
for  Buckingham,  who,  contrary  to  tlie  usual  etiqueue, 
was  always  served  6rst  at  home,  and  then  ofiered  the 
olher  lo  Christian,  who  declined  to  receive  it. 

The  Duke  drank  off  the  large  goblet  which  was  pre- 
sented to  him,  and,  for  a  moment,  covered  his  forehead 
with  the  palm  of  his  hand  ;  then  instantly  withdrew  it, 
and  said,  "  Christian,  speak  your  errand  plainly.  We 
know  each  olher.  If  my  reputation  be  in  some  degree 
in  your  hands,  you  are  well  aware  that  your  life  is  in  mine. 
Sit  down,"  l)c  said,  taking  a  pistol  from  his  bosom  and 
laying  it  on  the  table — "  Sit  down,  and  let  me  hear  your 
proposal." 

**  My  lord,"  said  Christian,  smiling,  "  I  shall  produce 
no  such  ultimate  argument  on  my  part,  though  possibly, 
in  time  of  need,  I  may  not  be  found  destitute  of  them. 
But  my  defence  is  in  the  situation  of  things,  and  in  the 
composed  view  which,  doubtless,  your  Majesty  will  take 
of  them." 

'•  Majesty  !"  repeated  the  Duke — "  My  good  friend 
Christian,  you  have  kept  company  with  the  Puritans  so 
long,  that  you  confuse  the  ordinary  titles  of  the  Court." 

**  I  know  not  how  to  apologize,"  said  Christian,  "  un- 
less your  Grace  \y\\\  ^v\^^s»^  \h^\  I  s^^oke  by  prophecy." 
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**  Such  BR  the  dfl?il  delivered  to  Macbeth,"  said  ihe 
Duke— again  paced  the  chamber,  and  again  seated  bim^ 
•eir,  and  said,  "  Be  plain,  Christian — speak  out  at  ODce, 
«nd  manfully,  what  is  it  you  intend^" 

"  /,"  said  Cbristian — "  What  should  I  do  ? — I  can  do 
nothing  in  such  a  matter ;  but  I  thought  it  right  that  your 
Grace  should  know  that  tlie  godly  of  this  city — (he  spoke 
the  WOTd  with  a  kind  of  ironical  grin) — are  impatient  of 
inactivity,  and  must  needs  be  up  and  doing.  My  broth- 
er Bridgenorlh  is  at  the  head  of  all  old  Waiver's  congre- 
gation ;  for  you  must  know,  that,  after  floundering  from 
one  faith  to  another,  he  hath  now  got  beyond  ordinances, 
■nd  is  become  a  Fifth-Monarchy  man.  He  baa  nigh  two 
hundred  of  Weiver's  people,  fully  equipped,  and  ready 
to  lall  on  ;  and  tritb  slight  aid  from  your  Grace's  people, 
they  must  carry  Whitehall,  and  make  prisoners  of  all 
ffithin  it." 

""Rascal  !"  said  tlie  Duke,  "  and  is  it  to  a  Peer  of 
England  you  make  this  communication  ?" 

"  Nay,"  answered  Christian,  "  ]  admit  ^t  would  be 
extreme  folly  in  your  Grace  to  appear  until  all  is  over. 
But  let  me  give  Blood  and  the  others  a  hint  on  your  part. 
There  are  the  four  Germans  also— right  Knipperdolings 
■nd  Anabaptists — will  be  specially  useful.  You  are  wise, 
tny  lord,  and  know  the  value  of  a  corps  of  domestic  gla- 
diators, as  well  aa  did  Octavius,  Lepidus,  and  Antony, 
when,  by  such  family  forces,  tbey  divided  the  world  by 
indenture  tripartite." 

"  Stay,  stay,"  said  the  Duke.  "  Even  if  these  blood- 
bounds  were  to  join  with  you — not  that  I  would  permit  it 
without  the  most  positive  assurances  for  the  King's  per- 
sonal safely — but  say  the  villains  were  to  join,  what  hope 
have  you  of  carrying  the  Court  ?" 

"  Bully  Tom  Armstrong?'my  lord,  hatb  promised  bis 
interest  with  the  Life-Guards.  Then  there  are  my  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  brisk  boys  in  the  city — thirty  thousand  on 
the  holding  up  a  6nger." 


ITS  fetb&Hi  qv  thb  rmiK. 

**  Let  him  hold  up  both  bands,  and  if  he  count  a  fami- 
dred  for  each  finger/'  said  the  Duke,  **  it  will  be  mora 
Uian  I  expect.     You  ha?e  not  spoken  to  him  P 

"  Surely  not,  till  your  Grace's  pleasure  was  known. 
But,  if  he  is  not  applied  to,  there  is  the  Dutch  train,  Hans 
Snorehout's  congregation,  in  the  Strand — there  are  the 
French  Protestants  in  Piccadilly — there  are  the  Family 
of  Levi  in  Lewkenor's  Lane — the  Muggletonians  io 
Thames  Street " 

**  Ah,  faugh  ! — Out  upon  them— out  upon  them  !— 
How  the  knaves  will  stink  of  cheese  and  tobacco  when 
tliey  come  upon  action  ! — ^they  will  drown  all  the  per> 
fumes  in  Whitehall.  Spare  me  tiie  detail  ;  and  let  me 
know,  my  dearest  Ned,  the  sum  total  of  thy  most  odor- 
iferous forces." 

"  Fifteen  hundred  men,  well  armed,"  said  Christian, 
**  besides  the  rabble  that  will  rise  to  a  certainty — they 
have  already  nearly  lorn  to  pieces  the  prisoners  who  were 
this  day  acquitted  on  account  of  the  Plot." 

*'  All,  then,  I  understand. — And  now,  hark  ye,  most 
christian  Christian,"  said  he,  wheeling  his  chair  full  io 
front  of  that  on  which  his  agent  was  seated,  "  you  have 
told  me  many  things  to-day — Shall  I  be  equally  commu- 
nicative ?  Shall  I  show  you  that  my  accuracy  of  infor- 
mation matches  yours  ?  Shall  I  tell  you,  in  a  word,  why 
you  have  at  once  resolved  to  push  every  one,  from  the 
Puritan  to  the  free-thinker,  upon  a  general  attack  of  the 
palace  at  Whitehall,  without  allowing  me,  a  peer  of  the 
realm,  time  either  to  pause  upon  or  to  prepare  for  a  step 
so  desperate  ?  Shall  I  tell  you  why  you  would  lead  or 
drive,  seduce  or  compel  me,  into  countenancing  your 
measures  ?" 

"  My  lord,  if  you  please  to  form  a  guess,"  said  Chris- 
tian, "  I  will  answer  with  all  sincerity,  if  you  have  as- 
signed the  right  cause." 

"  The  Countess  of  Derby  is  this  day  arrived,  and  at- 
tends the  Court  this  evening,  with  hopes  of  the  kindest 
reception.  She  may  be  surprised  amid  the  melee  ? — 
Ha  !  Said  \  uol  T\^\\\,>i\^?»\fcx  CVwV&vvwv  ?  You  who  pre- 
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tend  to  ofibr  me  revenge,  koow-yourself  its  exquisite 
iweetness." 

"  J  would  not  presume,"  said  Ciirislkn,  half^smiling, 
**  to  offer  your  Grsce  a  dish  tvitliout  aciiiig  as  youc  taster 
as  well  as  purveyor." 

"  That's  honestly  said,"  said  the  Duke.  "  Away,  then, 
my  friend.  Give  Blood  tliis  ring — he  knows  it,  aod 
knows  how  to  obey  him  who  bears  it.  Let  him  assem- 
ble my  gladiators,  as  thou  dost  most  wittily  term  my  coup- 
jarrett.  The  old  scheme  of  the  German  music  may  be 
resorted  to,  for  1  tliink  ibou  bast  die  instruments  ready. 
But  take  notice,  1  know  nothing  on't ;  and  Rotvley's  per- 
son must  be  safe — I  will  Iiang  and  burn  on  all  bands  if  a 
hair  of  his  black  periwig  be  bul  singed?*— Then  what  ia 
to  follow_ — a  Lord  Protector  of  the  realm — or  stay — 
Cromwell  has  made  (he  word  somewhat  slovenly  and 
unpopular — a  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Kingdom  ? — The 
patriots,  who  take  it  on  themselves  to  revenge  the  injus- 
tice done  to  the  country,  and  to  remove  evil  counsellors 
from  before  the  King's  throne,  thai  it  may  be  hencefor- 
ward estahlishcd  in  righteousness — so  1  think  the  rubrick 
runs—cannot  fail  to  make  a  filling  choice." 

"  They  cannot,  my  Lord  Duke,"  said  Christian, 
"  since  there  is  but  one  man  in  the  three  kingdoms  on 
whom  tliat  choice  can  possibly  fall." 

"  I  thank  yon,  Chiisiian,"  said  his  Grace  ;  "  and  I 
trust  you.  Away,  and  make  all  ready.  Be  assured  your 
•ervices  shall  not  he  forgot.    We  will  have  jou  near  to  us." 

"  My  Lord  Duke,"  s;iid  Christian,  "  you  bind  me  dou- 
bly to  yuu.  But  remember,  that  as  your  Grace  is  spared 
any  obnoxious  proceedings  which  may  befall  in  the  way 
of  military  execution,  or  otherwise,  so  it  will  he  advisable 
that  you  bold  yourself  in  preparation,  upon  a  moment's 
notice,  to  put  yourself  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  honour- 
cbte  friends  and  allies,  and  come  presently  to  the  palace, 
where  ynu  will  be  received  hy  (he  virnfts  as  a  command- 
er, and  by  I'le  vanqni^^hed  as  a  preserver." 

"  1  conceive  you — I  eouccivc  you.  I  will  be  in  prompt 
readiness,"  said  die  Puke. 
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^'  Ay,  my  lord,"  continued  Christian ;  ^'and,  for  Heaven's 
sake,  let  none  of  those  toys,  which  are  the  very  Delilahs  of 
your  ima^nation,  come  across  your  Gface  this  evening, 
and  interfere  with  the  execution  of  this  sublime  scheme. 

'^  Why,  Chrbtian,  dost  think  me  mad  ?"  was  his 
Grace's  emphatic  reply.  '^  It  is  you  who  linger,  wheo 
all  should  be  ordered  lor  a  deed  so  daring.  Cro  then.— 
But  hark  ye,  Ned  ;  ere  you  go,  tell  me  when  I  shall  agaio 
see  yonder  thing  of  fire  and  air — ^yon  eastern  Peri,  tbtt 
glides  into  apartments  by  the  key-hole,  and  leaves  them 
through  the  casement — ^yon  black-eyed  houri  of  the  Ma- 
hometan paradise — when,  I  say,  shall  I  see  her  once 
more  ?" 

"  When  your  Grace  has  the  truncheon  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  tbe  Kingdom,"  said  Christian,  and  left  the 
apartment. 

Buckingham  stood  fixed  in  contemplation  for  a  moment 
after  he  was  gone.  '*  Should  I  have  done  this  ?"  be 
said,  arguing  the  matter  with  himself ;  "  or  had  I  tbe 
choice,  rather,  of  doing  aught  else  ?  Should  I  not  hasten 
to  the  Court,  and  make  Ciiarles  aware  of  the  treason 
which  besets  him  ?  1  will,  by  Heaven  ! — Here,  Jeming- 
ham,  my  coach,  with  the  despatch  of  light ! — I  will  throw 
myself  at  his  feet,  and  tell  him  of  all  the  follies  which  I 
have  dreamed  of  with  this  Christian. — And  then  he  will 
laugh  at  me,  and  spurn  me  ? — No,  I  have  kneeled  to  him 
to-day  already,  and  my  repulse  was  nothing  gentle.  To 
be  spurned  once  in  the  sun's  daily  round  is  enough  hi 
Buckingham." 

Having  made  this  reflection,  he  seated  himself,  and  began 
hastily  to  mark  down  the  young  nobles  and  gentlemen  of 
quality,  and  others,  their  very  ignoble  companions,  who  be 
supposed  might  be  likely  to  assume  him  for  their  leader 
in  any  popular  disturbance.  He  had  nearly  completed 
it,  when  Jerningham  entered,  to  say  tbe  coach  would  be 
reddy  in  an  instant,  and  to  bring  his  master's  sword,  hat, 
and  cloak. 

"  Let  the  coachman  draw  off,"  said  the  Duke,  "  but 
be  in  readiness.      And  ^^ud  \o  the  gentlemen  thou  wilt 
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find  named  in  this  list ;  say  I  am  but  ill  at  ease,  and  wish 
their  company  to  a  slight  collation.  Let  instant  expedi- 
tion be  made,  and  care  not  for  expense  ;  you  will  find 
most  of  them  at  the  Club-House  in  Fuller  s  Rents.^' 

The  preparations  for  festivity  were  speedily  made,  and 
the  intended  guests,  most  of  ihem  persons  wlio  were  at 
leisure  for  any  call  that  promised  pleasure,  thougli  some- 
times more  deaf  to  those  of  duty,  began  speedily  to  as- 
eemble.  There  were  many  youths  of  the  highest  ranks, 
and  with  theiu,  as  is  usual  in  lliose  circles,  many  of  a  dif- 
ferent  class,  whom  talents,  or  impudence,  or  wit,  or  a  turn 
for  gambling,  bad  reared  up  into  companions  for  the  great 
and  the  gay.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  a  general 
patron  of  persons  of  this  description  ;  and  a  numerous 
attendance  took  place  on  Ibe  present  occasion. 

The  festivity  was  pursued  with  the  usual  appliances  of 
wine,  music,  and  games  of  hazard  ;  with  which,  however, 
there  mingled  in  that  period  much  more  wit,  and  a  good 
deal  more  gross  profligacy  of  conversation,  than  the  tal- 
ents of  the  present  generation  can  supply,  or  their  taste 
would  permit. 

The  Duke  himself  proved  the  complete  command 
which  he  possessed  over  his  versatile  character,  by  main- 
taining the  frolic,  tbe  laugh,  and  the  jest,  while  bis  ear 
.  caught  up,  and  with  eagerness,  the  most  distent  sounds,  as 
intimating  the  comjnencement  of  Christian's  revolutionary 
project.  Such  sounds  were  heard  from  time  to  time,  and 
from  time  to  time  they  died  away,  without  any  of  those 
consequences  which  Buckingham  expected. 

At  length,  and  when  it  was  late  in  the  evening,  Jer- 
Diogbam  announced  Master  Cbiffinch  from  the  Court  ; 
and  that  worthy  personage  fallowed  tbe  annunciation. 

"  Strange  things  have  happened,  my  Ijord  Duke,"  he 
said  ;  "  your  presence  at  Court  is  instantly  required  by 
bis  Majesty." 

"  You  alarm  me,"  said  Buckingham,  standing  up.  "  1 
hope  nothing  has  happened — I  hope  there  is  nothing 
wrong — 1  hope  his  Majesty  is  well  ?" 

"Perfectly  well,"  said  Chiffincb  ;  "  and  desit<wnv^ 
fee  your  Grace  without  a  nioiaenCa  deVajO* 
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"  This  Is  sudden,'^  said  the  Duke.  *'  Yoa  see  I  hxwe 
had  merry  fellows  about  me,  aod  am  scarce  m  case  to 
appear,  Cbiffinch." 

"  Your  Grace  seems  to  be  in  very  handsome  plight," 
said  Chiffincli ;  <^  and  you  know  his  Majesty  b  gracious 
enough  to  make  allowances." 

*'  True,"  said  the  Duke,  not  a  little  anxious  in  his 
mind,  touching  the  cause  of  this  unexpected  summons — 
**  l^rue — liis  Majesty  is  most  gracious — ^1  will  order  my 
coach." 

"  Mine  is  below,"  replied  the  royal  messenger ;  "  it 
will  save  time,  if  your  Grace  will  condescend  to  use  it." 

Forced  from  every  evasion,  Buckingham  took  a  goblet 
from  the  table,  and  requested  his  friends  to  remain  at  his 
palace  so  long  as  they  could  find  the  means  of  amuse- 
ment there.  He  expected,  he  said,  to  return  almost  im- 
mediately ;  if  not,  he  would  take  farewell  of  them  with 
his  usual  toast,  ''  May  all  of  us  that  are  not  hanged  in 
the  interval,  meet  together  again  here  on  the  first  Monday 
of  next  month." 

This  standing  toast  of  the  Duke  bore  reference  to  the 
character  of  several  of  his  guests ;  but  he  did  not  drink 
it  on  the  present  occasion  without  some  anticipation  con- 
cerning his  own  fate,  in  case  Christian  had  betrayed  him. 
He  hastily  made  some  addition  to  his  dress,  and  attended 
Chifiinch  in  the  chariot  to  Whitehall. 
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Upon  the  afiemoon  of  this  eventful  day,  Charles  held 
his  Court  in  the  Queen's  apartments,  which  were  opened 
It  a  panicular  hour  to  invited  guesis  of  a  certain  lower  de- 
gree, but  accessible  without  restriction  to  ilie  hi^jlier  class- 
es of  nobility  who  had  from  birth,  and  lo  the  courtiers 
who  held  by  office,  the  privilege  of  ihe  entree. 

It  was  one  part  of  Charles's  character,  which  nnfjues- 
tionably  rendered  bim  personally  popular,  and  postponed 
k>  a  subsequent  reign  the  precipitation  of  his  family  from 
ibe  throne,  that  he  baubhed  from  his  Court  many  of  the' 
fbrnial  restrictions  with  which  it  was  in  other  reigns  sur- 
rounded. He  was  conscious  of  the  good-natured  grace 
of  his  tnannen,  and  trusted  to  it,  often  not  in  vaiti,  lo  re- 
move .evil  impressions  arising  fram  actions,  wliicli  he  was 
■enuble  could  not  be  justified  on  tbe  grounds  of  liberal 
or  iMtional  policy. 

In  tbe  dsy-tinie  ibe  King  was  eommooly  seen  in  the 
public  walks  alone,  or  only  attended  by  one  or  two  per- 
sons ;  and  bis  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of  his  brother, 
on  (he  risk  of  thus  exposing  liis  person,  is  well  known; 
- — "  Believe  me,  James,"  he  ^aid,  "  no  one  will  murder 
me,  to  make  you  King." 

In  the  same  maimer,  Charles's  evenings,  unless  such  as 
were  destined  lo  more  secret  pleasures,  were  frequently 
Bpent  amongst  all  wlio  bad  any  pretence  to  approach  a 
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courtly  circle  ;  and  thus  it  was  upon  the  night  which  we 
are  treating  of.  Queen  Catherine,  reconciled  or  bom- 
bled  to  her  fate,  had  long  ceased  to  express  any  fedinp 
of  jealousy,  nay,  seemed  so  absolutely  dead  to  such  a  pas- 
sion, that  she  received  at  her  drawing-room,  without 
scruple,  and  even  with  encouragement,  the  Duchesses  of 
Portsmouth  and  Clevel^tnd,  and  others,  who  enjoyed, 
though  in  a  less  avowed  character,  the  credit  of  having 
been  royal  favourites.  Constraint  of  every  kind  wts 
banished  from  a  circle  so  composed,  and  which  was  fre- 
quented at  the  same  time,  if  not  by  the  wisest,  at  least  iqr 
the  wittiest  courtiers,  who  ever  assembled  round  a  Moor 
arch,  and  who,  as  many  of  them  had  shared  the  wants, 
and  shifts,  and  frolics  of  his  exile,  had  thus  acquired  a  sort 
of  prescriptive  license,  which  the  good-natured  Prince, 
when  he  attained  his  period  of  prosperity,  could  hardlf 
have  restrained  had  it  suited  his  temper  to  do  so.  This, 
however,  was  the  least  of  Cliarles's  thoughts.  His  man- 
ners were  such  as  secured  him  from  indelicate  obtrusion ; 
and  he  sought  no  other  protection  from  over-familiarity 
than  what  these  and  his  ready  wit  afforded  him. 

On  the  present  occasion,  he  was  peculiarly  disposed 
to  enjoy  the  scene  of  pleasure  which  had  been  prepared. ' 
The  singular  death  of  Major  Coleby,  which,  taking  place 
in  his  own  presence,  had  proclaimed,  with  the  voice  of 
a  passing  bell,  the  ungrateful  neglect  of  the  Prince  for 
whom  he  had  sacrificed  every  thing,  had  given  Charles 
much  pain.  But,  in  his  own  opinion  at  least,  he  had 
completely  atoned  for  this  negligence,  by  the  trouble 
which  he  had  taken  for  Sir  Geoffrey  Peveril  and  his 
son,  whose  liberation  he  looked  upon  not  only  as  an 
excellent  good  deed  in  itself,  but,  in  spite  of  the  gnve 
rebuke  of  Ormond,  as  achieved  in  a  very  pardonable 
manner,  considering  the  difficulties  with  which  he  was 
surrounded.  He  even  felt  a  degree  of  satisfaction  on 
receiving  intelligence  from  the  city  that  there  had 
been  disturbances  in  the  streets,  and  that  some  of 
the  more  violent  fanatics  had  betaken  themselves  to 
their   meeting-houses,  upon   sudden   summons,   to  in- 


PBfBBIL  or  THB  FBAK.  379 

?uire,  as  ihoir  preaclierg  phrased  it,  into  ibe  causes  of 
[eaven's  wrath,  and  into  the  backsliding  of  the  Court, 
lawyers,  and  jury,  by  wliom  fhe  false  and  bloody  favour- 
ers of  the  Popish  Plot  were  screened  and  cloaked  from 
deserved  puuisbtnent. 

The  King,  we  repeat,  seemed  to  hear  these  accounts 
with  pleasure,  even  when  he  was  reminded  of  the  danger- 
ous and  susceptible  character  of  those  with  whom  such 
suspicions  originated.  "  Will  any  one  dow  assert,"  he 
said,  with  self-complacence,  "  that  I  am  so  utterly  negli- 
gent of  the  interest  of  friends  ? — You  see  (he  peril  id 
which  I  place  myself,  and  even  the  nsk  to  which  I  hare 
exposed  the  public  peace,  to  rescue  a  man  whom  1  have 
scarce  seen  for  twenty  years,  and  then  only  in  his  buff^ 
coat  and  bandoleers,  with  other  Train-Band  officers  who 
kissed  hands  upon  the  Restoration.  They  say  kings  have 
long  bands — I  diink  tliey  have  as  much  occasion  for  long 
memories,  since  they  are  expected  to  watch  over  and  re- 
ward every  man  in  England,  who  hath  but  shown  his  good 
will  by  crying  '  God  save  the  King  !'  " 

"  Nay,  the  rogues  are  even  more  unreasonable  still,*' 
said  Sedley  ;  "  for  every  knave  of  Ihem  thinks  himself 
entitled  to  yotir  Majesty's  prolecllon  in  a  good  cause, 
whether  he  has  cried  God  save  the  King  or  no." 

The   King  smiled,  and   turned  to  another  part  of  the 
stately   hall,    where    everything    was    assembled    which 
could,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  age,  make  the  time  . 
glide  pleasantly  away. 

In  one  place,  a  group  of  the  young  nobility,  and  of  the 
ladies  of  the  Court,  listened  to  the  reader's  acquaintance 
Empson,  who  was  accompanying,  with  his  unrivalled 
breathings  on  tlie  flute,  a  young  siren,  who,  while  her 
bosom  palpitated  with  pride  and  with  fear,  warbled  lo 
the  courtly  and  august  presence  (he  beautiful  air,  begin- 
oing, 

"  Yaiag  t  im,  and  jet  umHiil'd 
Ho*  lo  make  ■  lovtr  yield,"  tu. 

She  performed  her  task  in  a  manner  so  corresponding 
wHb  the  strains  of  the  amatory  poet,  and  the  voluptuous 
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air  nitb  which  the  words  bad  been  inrested  by  the  ed»- 
bruted  Piirccll,  that  the  mea  crowded  around  in  ectta- 
cies,  while  masi  of  the  ladies  thought  it  proper  either  to 
look  extremely  indifierent  lo  the  words  she  suDg,  or  to 
withdraw  ivom  the  circle  as  quietly  as  possible.  To  the 
song  succeeded  a  concer[o,  performed  by  a  select  band 
of  most  adniiiable  musicians,  which  the  King,  whose 
laste  was  indisputable,  had  himself  selected. 

At  other  tables  io  the  apartmenl,  the  elder  couilien 
worshipped  Fortune,  at  tlte  various  fasliionable  games  of 
oniber,  quadrille,  hazard,  and  the  like ;  while  heaps  of 
gold  which  lay  before  the  players,  augmented  or  dwia- 
dled  with  every  turn  of  a  card  or  cast  of  a  die.  Alaay  ■ 
year's  rent  of  fair  estates  was  ventured  upon  the  mab 
or  tlie  odds ;  which,  spent  in  the  old  deserted  maoor- 
house,  had  repaired  the  ravages  of  Cromwell  upon  iti 
walls,  and  replaced  the  sources  of  good  bousekeepioi 
and  hospitality,  that,  exhausted  in  the  last  age  by  fine  and 
sefjuesti-aiion,  were  now  in  a  fair  way  of  being  anni* 
hilalcd  by  careless  prodigality.  P^lsewhere,  under  cov«' 
of  observing  tiie  gamester,  or  li^itening  to  the  music, 
the  gallaulrips  of  tliat  alt-licensed  aje  ivere  practised 
among  the  gny  and  fair,  closely  watched  the  whilst  by 
the  ugly  or  the  old,  who  promised  themselves  at  least 
the  pleasure  of  observing,  and  it  may  be  that  of  proclaim- 
ijig,  intrigues  in  which  they  could  not  be  sharers. 

From  one  table  to  another  glided  the  merry  Mouarcb, 
exchanging  now  a  glance  with  a  Court  beauty,  now  a  jest 
whh  a  Court  wit,  now  beating  time  to  the  music,  and 
anon  losing  or  winning  a  few  pieces  of  gold  on  the  chance 
of  the  game  to  which  he  stood  nearest ; — the  most  ami- 
able of  voluptuaries — the  gayest  and  bcst-natured  of  com- 
panions— the  man  that  would,  of  all  others,  have  best 
sustained  his  character,  had  life  been  a  continued  ban- 
quet, and  its  only  end  to  enjoy  the  passing  hour,  and 
send  it  away  as  pleasantly  as  might  he. 

But  Kings  are  least  of  all  exempted  from  the  ordi- 
nary lot  of  humanity  ;  and  Seged  of  Etiiiopia  is  amongst 
moiiarchs  no  solitary  example,  of  the  vanity  of  reckoning 
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on  1  day  or  an  hour  of  uodiBturbed  serenity.  An  attend- 
aot  oa  the  Court  announced  suddenly  to  tlieir  Majesties 
dial  a  lady,  wbo  would  only  announce  herself  as  a  Peer- 
ess of  Eoglnnd,  desired  to  be  admitted  into  the  presence. 

The  Queen  said,  hastily,  it  was  impoatible.  No  peeress 
without  announcing  her  title,  was  entided  to  the  privilege 
(^  ber  rank. 

"  I  could  be  sworn,"  said  a  nobleman  in  attendance, 
**  that  it  is  some  wliim  of  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle." 

The  attendant,  wlio  brought  the  message,  said  that 
lie  did  indeed  believe  it  to  be  the  Duchess,  both  from 
die  singulafity  of  the  message,  and  that  the  lady  s^xike 
with  somewliat  a  foreign  accent. 

"  In  the  name  of  madness,  then,"  said  the  King,  "  let 
DS  admit  ber.  Her  Grace  is  an  entire  raree-show  in  her 
own  person — a  universal  masquerade — indeed  a  sort  of 
prirate  Bedlam-hospital,  her  wiiole  ideas  being  like  so 
many  patients  crazed  upon  the  subjects  of  love  and  lite- 
rature, who  act  nothing  in  their  vagaries,  save  Minerva, 
Venus,  and  the  nine  Muses." 

"  Your  Majesty's  pleasure  must  always  supersede 
mine,"  said  the  Queen.  '"  I  only  hope  I  shall  not  he  ex- 
pected to  entertain  so  fantastic  a  personage.  The  last 
time  she  came  to  Court,  Isabella, — (she  spoke  to  one  of 
ber  Portuguese  ladies  of  honour)—"  you  had  not  return- 
ed from  our  lovely  Lisbon, — her  Grace  had  the  assur- 
ance to  assume  a  right  to  bring  a  train-bearer  into  my 
Bpaitment ;  and  when  this  was  not  allowed,  what  then 
umik  you  she  did  ?— even  caused  her  train  to  be  made 
•0  long,  that  three  mortal  yards  of  satin  and  silver  remain- 
ed in  the  antechamber,  supported  by  four  wenches,  while 
the  other  end  was  attached  to  her  Grace's  person,  as  she 
p«id  her  duty  at  the  upper  end  of  the  presence -room. 
Full  thirty  yards  of  the  most  beautiful  silk  did  her  Grace's 
madness  employ  in  this  manner." 

*'  And  most  beautiful  damsels  they  were  who  bore  this 
portentous  train,"  said  the  King — "  a  train  never  equalled 
aave  by  that  of  the  great  comet  in  sixty-^x.  Sedley  and 
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Etherege  told  us  wonders  of  them  ;  for  it  is  one  advai- 
tage  of  this  new  fashion  brought  up  by  the  Duchess,  that 
a  matron  may  be  totally  unconscious  of  the  coquetry  of 
her  train  and  its  attendants.'' 

**  Am  I  to  understand,  then,  your  Majesty's  pleasure 
is,  that  the  lady  is  to  be  admitted  ?"  said  the  usber. 

*'  Certainly,"  said  the  King  ;  ^*  that  is,  if  the  inc(^- 
nita  be  really  entitled  to  the  honoor. — It  may  be  as  well 
to  inquire  her  title — there  are  more  mad  women  abroad 
than  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle.  I  wiU  walk  into  the 
anteroom    myself,  and  receive  your  answer." 

But.  ere  Charles  had  reached  the  lower  pnd  of  tbt 
apartment  in  his  progress  to  the  anteroom,  the  usber 
surprised  the  assembly  by  announcing  a  name  which  bad 
not  for  many  a  year  been  heard  in  these  courtly  halls— 
*•  The  Countess  of  Derby!" 

Stately  and  tall,  and  still,  at  an  advanced  period  of 
life,  having  a  person  unbroken  by  years,  the  noble  ladj 
advanced  towards  her  Sovereign,  with  a  step  resembling 
that  with  which  she  might  have  met  an  equal.  There 
was  indeed  nothing  in  her  manner  that  indicated  eitlier 
haughtiness  or  assumption  unbecoming  that  presence ; 
but  her  consciousness  of  wrongs,  sustained  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  Charles,  and  of  the  superiority  of  the 
injured  party  over  those  from  whom,  or  in  whose  name, 
the  injury  had  been  offered,  gave  her  look  dignity,  and 
her  step  firmness.  She  was  dressed  in  widow's  weeds, 
of  the  same  fashion  which  were  worn  at  the  time  her  hus- 
band was  brought  to  the  scafibld  ;  and  which,  in  the  Ui'ulj 
years  subsequent  to  that  event,  she  had  never  permitted 
her  lire- won) an  to  alter. 

The  surprise  was  no  pleasing  one  to  the  King  ;  and 
cursing  in  his  heart  the  rashness  which  had  allowed  the 
lady  entrance  on  the  gay  scene  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged, he  saw  at  the  same  time  the  necessity  of  receiv- 
ing her  in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  own  character,  and 
her  rank  in  the  British  Court.  He  approached  her  with 
an  air  of  welcome,  into  which  he  threw  all  his  natural 
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grace,  while  he  began,  "  Chen  Comptesie  dt  Derby, 
fuittanle  Reine  de  Man,  noire  tret  auguUe  aanr " 

"  Speak  EngJish,  aire,  if  I  may  presume  to  ask  such 
a  favour,"  said  the  Countess,  "  1  am  a  Peeress  of  this 
notion — mother  to<me  English  Earl,  and  widow,  alas,  to 

-^her  !  In  England  1  have  spent  iny  brief  days  of 
Happiness,  my  long  years  of  widowhood  and  sorrow. 
France  and  its  language  are  but  to  me  the  dreams  of  an 
unimeresling  childhood.  1  know  no  tongue  save  (hat  of 
my  husband  and  my  son.  Permit  me,  as  ihc  widow  and 
mother  of  Derby,  thus  to  render  my  homage." 

She  would  have  kneeled,  but  the  King  gracefully  pre- 
Tented  her,  and  salulmg  her  cheek,  according  to  the  form, 
led  her  towards  the  Queen,  and  himself  performed  the 
ceremony  of  introduction.  "  Your  Majesty,"  he  said, 
must  be  informed,  that  the  Countess  has  imposed  a  re- 
striction on  French — the  language  of  gallantry  and  con>- 
pliment.  I  trust  your  Majesty  will,  though  a  foreigner 
like  herself,  lind  enough  of  honest  English  to  assure  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  with  what  pleasure  we  see  her  at 
Court,  after  the  absence  of  so  many  years." 

"  I  will  endeavour  to  do  so  at  least,"  said  the  Queen, 
on  whom  the  appearance  of  the  Countess  of  Derby  made 
a  more  favourable  impression  than  that  of  many  stran- 
gers, whom,  at  the  King's  request,  she  was  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  with  courtesy. 

Charles  himself  again  spoke.  "  To  any  other  lady  of 
the  same  rank  I  might  put  the  question,  why  she  was  so 
long  absent  from  the  circle  ?  I  fear  I  can  only  ask  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  what  fortunate  cause  produces  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  her  ht- re  ?" 

"  No  fortunate  cause,  my  liege,  though  one  most  strong 
and  urgent." 

The  King  augured  nothing  agreeable  from  this  com- 
mencement; and,  in  truth,  from  the  Countess's  first  en- 
trance, he  hud  aniicipuied  some  unpleasant  explanation, 
which  he  riiercforo  hastened  to  parry,  having  first  com- 
posed his  features  into  an  expression  of  sympathy  and 
interest. 
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*<  ir,"  said  he,  "  the  cause  is  of  a  nature  io  wfaicb  wa 
can  render  assisUoce,  we  cannot  expect  your  bdjibip 
sboiild  enter  upon  it  at  the  present  lime  ;  but  a  memorial 
addressed  to  our  secretary,  or,  if  it  is  more  satisfactory, 
to  ourselves  directly,  will  receive  our  immediate,  and,  I 
trust  I  need  not  add,  our  favourable  construction." 

Tbe  Countess  bowed  with  some  slate,  and  answered, 
**  My  business,  sire,  is  Indeed  importaot  ;  but  so  brief, 
that  it  need  not  for  more  than  a  few  minutes  withdraw 
your  ear  from  what  is  more  pleasing ; — yet  it  is  so  urgent, 
that  I  am  afraid  to  postpone  it  even  for  a  moment." 

"  This  is  unusual,"  said  Charles.  "  But  you,  Counten 
of  Derby,  are  an  unwonted  guest,  and  must  command  my 
time.     Does  the  matter  require  my  private  ear  ?" 

"  For  my  part,"  said  the  Countess,  "  the  whole  Coot 
might  listen  ;  but  your  Majesty  may  prefer  hearing  me  is 
the  presence  of  one  or  two  of  your  counsellors." 

"  Ormond,"  said  the  King,  looking  around,  "  attend  us 
for  an  instant,  and  do  you,  Arlington,  do  (he  same." 

The  King  led  the  way  Into  an  adjoining  cabinet,  and, 
seating  himself,  requested  tlie  Countess  would  also  lake  i 
chair.  "  It  needs  not,  sire,"  she  replied  ;  tlien  pauane 
for  a  moment,  as  if  to  collect  her  spirits,  she  proceeded 
Ivith  firmness. 

"  Your  Majesty  well  said  that  no  light  cause  had  drawn 
me  fram  my  lonely  habitation.  1  caiue  not  hither  wbea 
the  property  of  my  son — that  property  which  descended 
to  him  from  a  father  who  died  for  your  Majesty's  Hgbu 
— was  conjured  away  from  hiin  under  pretext  of  justice, 
that  it  might  first  feed  the  avarice  of  the  rebel  Fairfax, 
and  then  supply  the  prodigality  of  his  son-in-law,  Buck- 
ingham." 

"  These  are  over  harsh  terms,  lady,"  said  the  King. 
"  A  legal  penalty  was,  as  we  remember,  incurred  by  an 
act  of  irregular  violence — so  our  courts  and  our  laws  term 
it,  though  personally  1  have  no  objection  to  call  it  with 
you,  an  honourable  revenge.  But  admit  it  were  such,  in 
prosecution  of  tJie  laws  of  lionour,  bitter  legal  consequeiH 
ces  are  often  necessarily  incurred." 
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"  I  come  oot  to  ai^ue  for  my  son's  wasted  and  forfeited 
loheritanre,  sire,"  said  the  Countess  ;  "  I  only  take  credit 
for  my  patience,  under  tint  afnictiiig  dispensation.  I  now 
come  to  redeem  (be  honour  of  llie  House  of  Derby,  more 
dear  to  me  tliaa  all  Ihe  treasures  and  lands  which  ever 
belonged  to  it." 

"  And  by  whom  is  the  honour  of  the  House  of  Derby 
impeached  ?"  said  the  King ;  "  for  on  my  word  you  bring 
me  the  lirst  news  of  it." 

"  Has  there  one  narrative,  as  these  wild  fictions  are 
termed,  been  printed  with  regard  to  the  Popish  Plo^— 
Ifais  pretended  Plot,  as  I  will  call  it — in  which  the  honour 
of  our  house  has  not  been  touched  and  tainted  ?  And 
are  there  not  two  noble  gentlemen,  father  and  son,  allies 
of  the  House  of  Stanley,  about  to  be  placed  in  jeopardy 
of  their  lives,  on  account  of  matters  In  which  we  arc  the  . 
parlies  first  impeached  ?" 

The  King  looked  around,  and  smiled  to  Arlington  snd 
Ormond.  "  The  Countess's  courage,  methinks,  slmmes 
ours.  What  lips  dared  have  called  tlie  immaculate  Plot 
pretended,  or  the  Narrative  of  the  witnesses,  our  preserv- 
ers from  Popish  knives,  a  wild  fiction  ? — But,  madam," 
be  said,  "  though  [  admire  the  generosity  of  your  inter- 
ference in  behalf  of  the  two  Peverils,  I  must  acquaint 
yon,  that  your  interference  is  unnecessary — they  are  this 
iiHvning  acquitted." 

**  Plow  may  God  be  praised  I"  said  the  Countess,  fold- 
ing her  hands.  "  I  have  scarce  slept  since  I  beard  the 
news  of  their  impeachment  ;  and  have  arrived  here  to 
surrender  myself  to  your  Majesty's  justice,  or  to  the  preju- 
dices of  the  nation,  in  hopes,  by  so  doing,  1  might  at  least 
save  the  lives  of  my  noble  and  generous  friends,  envel- 
oped in  suspicion  only,  or  chiefly,  by  their  connexioa  wilb 
us. — Are  they  indeed  acquitted  ?" 

"  They  are,  by  my  honour,"  said  the  King.  "  I  mar- 
fel  you  heard  it  not." 

"  I  arrived  but  last  night,  and  remained  in  the  strictest 
seclusion,"  said  the  Countess, "  afraid  to  make  any  inquir* 
ies  that  might  occasion  discoverjr  ere  I  saw  your  Majesty," 
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*^  And  now  that  we  have  met,"  said  the  King,  taking 
her  hand  kindly — '*  a  meeting  which  gives  me  the  greatest 
pleasure — may  I  recommend  to  you  speedily  to  return  to 
your  royal  island  with  as  little  eclat  as  you  came  hither? 
The  world,  my  dear  Countess,  has  changed  since  we  were 
young.  Men  fQught  in  the  Civil  War  with  good  swords 
and  muskets ;  but  now  we  fight  with  indictments  and  oaths, 
and  such  like  legal  weapons.  You  are  no  ^dept  in  such 
warfare  ;  and  though  I  am  well  aware  you  know  how  U) 
bold  out  a  castle,  1  doubt  much  if  you  have  the  art  to 

f)arry  off  an  impeacimient.  This  Plot  has  come  upon  us 
ike  a  land  storm — there  is  no  steering  the  vessel  in  the 
teeth  of  the  tempest — we  must  run  for  the  nearest  haveo, 
and  happy  if  we  can  reach  one." 

"  Tills  is  cowardice,  my  Liege,"  said  the  Countess,— 
"  Forgive  the  word  ! — it  is  but  a  woman  who  speaks  it 
Call  your  noble  friends  around  you,  and  make  a  stand 
like  your  royal  father.  There  is  but  one  right  and  one 
wrong— one  honourable  and  forward  course  ;  and  all 
others  which  deviate  are  oblique  and  unworthy." 

"  Your  language,  my  venerated  friend,"  said  Ormond, 
— who  saw  tl)e  necessity  of  interfering  betwixt  the  dignity 
of  the  actual  Sovereign,  and  the  freedom  of  the  Countess, 
who  was  generally  accustomed  to  receive,  not  to  pay  ob- 
servance,— "  your  language  is  strong  and  decided,  but  it 
applies  not  to  the  times.  It  might  occasion  a  renewal  of 
the  Civil  War,.and  of  ail  its  miseries,  but  could  hardly  be 
attended  with  the  effects  you  sangninely  anticipate." 

"  You  are  too  rash,  my  Lady  Countess,"  said  Arling- 
ton, "  not  only  to  rush  upon  this  danger  yourself,  but  to 
desire  to  involve  his  Majesty.  Let  me  say  plainly,  that, 
in  this  jealous  time,  you  have  done  but  ill  to  exchange 
the  security  of  Castle  Rushin  for  the  chance  of  a  lodging 
in  the  Tower  of  London." 

«*  And  were  I  to  kiss  the  block  there,"  said  the  Coun- 
tess, "  as  did  my  husband  at  Boiton-on-lhe-Moors,  I  would 
do  so  willingly,  rather  than  forsake  a  friend  ! — and  one, 
too,  whom,  as  in  the  case  of  the  younger  Peverjl,  I  hav^ 
thrust  upon  danger." 
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"  But  bare  I  not  assured  you  that  both  of  ifae  Pererils, 
elder  and  youoger,  are  freed  from  peril  ?"  said  ibe  King ; 
"  aod,  my  dear  Countess,  what  can  else  tempt  you  to 
tfaruM  younelf  on  danger,  from  which,  doubtless,  you 
expect  to  be  relieved  by  my  interrention  ?  Aletbinks  a 
lady  of  your  judgment  should  not  voluntarily  throw  her- 
self into  a  river,  merely  that  her  friends  might  have  the 
risk  and  merit  of  dragging  her  out." 

The  Countess  reiterated  her  intention  lo  claim  a  f^ir 
trial. — The  two  counsellors  again  pressed  their  advice 
that  she  should  witbdraw,  though  under  the  charge  of 
absconding  from  justice,  and  remain  in  her  own  feudal 
kingdom. 

The  King,  seeing  no  termination  to  the  debate,  gently 
reminded  the  Countess  that  her  Majesty  would  be  jealous 
if  he  detained  her  ladysliip  longer,  and  offered  her  his 
band  to  conduct  her  back  to  ihe  company.  This  she  was 
uoder  Ibe  necessity  of  accepting,  and  returned  according- 
ly to  the  apartments  of  state,  where  an  event  occurred 
immediately  afterwards,  which  must  be  transferred  to  tbe 
next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XXIU. 

Han  tuoi  I  ligbi  rh)  irim, 
Ouick  oT  tyt,  Ihavgfa  lilUa  of  limb  ; 
He  v4io  dcDieUi  Ihs  woH  I  hare  ipoken, 
BeOrin  him  mai  me  ihall  lanCM  be  bnkeD. 

La^e/Oit  IMU  JMn  it  BniM.  - 

Wbch  Charles  had  re-conducted  the  Countess  of  Der- 
by into  the  presence-chamber,  before  he  parted  with  her, 
be  entreated  her,  in  a  whisper,  to  be  governed  by  good 
counsel,  and  to  regard  her  own  safely  ;  and  then  turned 
eaMy  from  her,  as  if  lo  distribute  his  ailcnlions  equally 
among  the  other  guests. 
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These  were  a  good  deal  circmnseribed  at  die  instnt  bf 
ibe  arrival  of  ft  party  of  five  or  six  maaiciaiia  ;  one  of 
whom,  a 'German,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Didnof 
Buckinghaini  was  particularly  renowned  for  his  perfbno- 
ance  on  the  violoncello,  but  had  been  detained  in  inactiTity 
in  the  antechamber  by  tbcLDon-arrival  of  his  inatrameot, 
which  had  now  at  length  made  its  appearance. 

The  domestic  who  placed  it  before  the  owner,  shrood* 
ed  as  it  was  within  its  wooden  case,  seemed  heartily  glad 
to  be  rid  of  his  load,  and  lingered  for  a  moment,  as  if  in- 
terested in  discovering  what  sort  of  instrument  was  to  be 
produced  that  could  weigh  so  heavily.  His  curiosity  was 
satisfied,  and  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner ;  for,  wfaiie 
the  musician  was  fumbling  with  the  key,  the  case  being 
ibr  bis  greater  convenience  placed  upright  against  the  waB, 
the  case  and  instrument  itself  at  once  flew  open,  and  out 
started  the  dwarf  Geof&ey  Hudson, — at  sight  of  whose 
unearthly  appearance,  thus  suddenly  introduced,  the  ladies 
shrieked,  and  ran  backwards  ;  the  gentlemen  started ;  and 
the  poor  German,  on  seeing  the  portentous  delivery  of  hb 
fiddle-case,  tumbled  on  the  floor  in  an  agony,  supposing, 
it  might  be,  that  his  instrument  was  metamorphosed  into 
the  strange  figure  which  supplied  its  place.  So  soon, 
however,  as  he  recovered,  he  glfdcd  out  of  the  apartment, 
and  was  followed  by  most  of  bis  companions. 

<<  Hudson  !"  said  the  King — ''  My  little  old  friend,  I 
am  not  sorry  to  see  you ;  though  Buckingham,  who  I  sup- 
pose is  the  purveyor  of  this  jest,  hath  served  us  op  but  a 
stale  one.'' 

*'  Will  your  Majesty  honour  me  with  one  moment's  at- 
tention ?"  said  Hudson. 

"  Assuredly,  my  good  friend,"  said  the  King.  "  Old 
acquaintances  are  springing  up  in  every  quarter  to-night ; 
and  our  leisure  can  hardly  be  better  employed  than  in 
listening  to  them. — It  was  an  idle  trick  of  Buckingham,** 
he  added,  in  a  whisper  to  Ormond,  ''  to  send  the  poor 
thing  hither,  especially  as  he  was  to-day  tried  for  iffe 
aflTair  of  the  Plot.  At  any  rate,  he  comes  not  to  ask  pro- 
tection from  us,  \\av\t\|^  W^  >Xv^  \%x^  ^w\>\x!kSi  \ft  cacqg  off 
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PJot-jree.    He  is  but  filing,  I  suppose,  Tor  some  little 
preseat  or  pension." 

The  little  man,  precise  in  Court  etiquette,  jret  impalKl|B 
of  the  King's  delaying  to  attend  to  him,  stood  in  the  midst 
of  the  floor,  most  valorously  pawing  and  prancing,  like  a 
Scots  pony  assuming  the  airs  of  a  Ivar-horse,  waving  mean- 
while his  little  hat  with  the  tarnished  feather,  and  bowing 
frocn  time  to  time,  as  if  impatient  to  be  beard. 

"  Speak  on,  then,  my  friend,"  said  Charles  ;  "  if  thoii 
bast  some  poetical  address  penned  fur  thee,  out  with  it, 
tliat  tbou  may'st  have  time  to  repose  these  flouri^iog  little 
limbs  of  thine." 

"  No  poetical  speech  have  I,  most  mighty  Sovereign," 
answered  the  dwarf ;  "  but,  in  plain  and  most  loyal  prose, 
I  do  accuse,  before  this  company,  the  once  noble  Duks 
of  BuckinglwM  of  high  treason  !" 

"  Well  spoken,  end  manfully — Get  on,  man,"  said  the 
King,  who  never  doubted  that  this  was  the  introduction 
to  something  burlesque  or  witty,  not  conceiving  that  the 
charge  was  made  in  solemn  earnest. 

A  great  laugh  took  place  among  such  courtiers  as  beard^ 
and  among  many  who  did  not  hear,  what  was  uttered  by 
the  dwarf ;  the  former  entertained  by  the  extravagant 
emphasis  and  gesticulation  of  the  little  champion,  and  tho 
others  laugliing  not  die  less  loud  that  they  laughed  for  ex- 
ample's sake,  and  upon  trust. 

"  What  matter  is  there  for  all  this  mirth  ?"  Md  he, 
very  indignantly — "  Is  it  flt  subject  for  laughing,  that  I, 
Geofirey  Hudson,  Knight,  do,  before  King  and  nobles, 
impeach  George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingliam,  of  high 
treason  ?" 

"  No  subject  of  mirth,  certainly,"  said  Charles,  com- 
posing his  features  ;  *'  but  great  matter  of  wonder.— 
Come,  cease  this  mouthing,  and  prancing,  and  mummery. 
— If  there  he  a  jest,  come  out  with  it,  man  ;  and  if  not, 
even  get  thee  to  tlie  beaufiet,nad  drink  a  cup  of  wine  to 
refresh  thee  after  tliy  close  lodging." 
25     VOL.  It. 


**  I  tell  you,  ny  tiege,"  nid  Hudson,  impatiendy,  jd 
ID  8  whisper,  inteaded  only  to  be  sudible  Iqr  tbe  Kn^ 
4)tflat  if  you  speed  over  much  time  in  trifiiog,  you  wiB  bi 
eoavinced  by  dire  esperieoce  of  Buckingham's  treuoo. 
1  tell  you,— I  useverate  to  your  Slajesiy, — tiro  hundred 
■nned  faoaiics  mil  be  here  within  the  boor,  to  aorprise 
tbe  guards." 

"  Stand  back,  ladies,"  said  ilie  King,  "  or  you  my 
hear  more  than  you  will  care  to  lijten  to. — My  Lord  of 
Bnckingli Bin's  jests  are  not  always,  you  know,  quite  fitted 
lor  female  ears  ;  besides,  we  waot  a  few  words  in  priTaie 
with  our  little  friend.  You,  my  Lord  of  Ormond— yoa, 
Arlington,  (and  he  named  one  or  two  others,)  may  remain 
with  us." 

Tbe  gay  crowd  bore  hark,  and  dispersed  through  ika 
■panment— the  men  to  conjecture  what  tbe  end  m  tfaii 
mummery,  as  tliey  supposed  it,  was  likely  to  prove ;  and 
what  jesi,  as  Sedley  said,  the  bass-fiddle  hud  been  brought 
to  bed  of — and  the  ladies  to  ndmire  and  criticise  the  lo- 
tii)(ie  dress  and  richly  embroidered  ruff  and  hood  of  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  to  whom  the  Queen  was  sbowias 
particular  attention. 

"  And  now,  in  tlie  name  of  Heaven,  and  amongst 
friends,"  said  the  King  to  tbe  dwarf,  "  what  means  all 
this  ?" 

"  Treason,  my  lord  the  King  ! — Treason  to  his  Majesty 
of  England  ! — When  1  was  chambered  in  yonder  instru- 
ment, my  lord,  the  High-Dutch  fellows  who  bore  me,  cai> 
ried  me  into  a  certain  chapel,  to  see,  as  they  said  to  each 
other,  that  all  was  ready.  Sire,  1  went  where  bass-fiddle 
never  went  before,  even  into  a  conventicle  of  Fiftb-iMoo- 
arcbists  ;  and  when  they  brought  me  away,  the  preacher 
was  concluding  his  sermon,  and  was  within  a  *  Now  to 
apply'  of  setting  off  like  the  bell-wetlier  at  the  head  of 
bis  flock,  to  surprise  your  Majesty  in  your  royal  Court !  I 
beard  iiim  through  the  sound-holes  of  my  instrument, ' 
when  the  fellow  set  me  down  for  a  moment  to  profit  by 
this  precious  doctrine." 
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"  It  would  be  singnlar,"  said  Lord  Ariioglon,  "  were 
there  some  reality  at  ibe  bottom  of  this  bui^nery  ;  for 
we  know  these  wild  men  liave  been  cooBulllng  logetber 
to-dayi  atid  five  conveatictes  have  held  a  solemn  fast." 

"  Nay,"  said  the  King,  '■  if  that  be  the  case,  they  are 
certainly  determined  oq  some  villany." 

"  Might  I  advise,"  said  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  "  I 
would  summon  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  to  this  presence. 
His  connexioiis  with  the  fanatics  are  well  known,  though 
be.afects  to  cooceal  them." 

"  You  nould  not,  my  lord,  do  his  Grace  the  injustice 
to  treat  him  as  a  criminal  on  such  a  charge  as  this }"  said 
the  King.  "  However,"  be  added,  after  a  moment's  con- 
sideration, "  Buckingham  is  accessible  to  every  sort  of 
temptation,  from  the  (lightiness  of  his  genius.  I  should 
Dot  be  surprised  if  he  oourislied  hopes  of  an  aspiring  kind 
— ~J  think  we  bad  some  proof  of  it  but  lately. — Hark  ye,  - 
Chiffinch  ;  go  to  him  instantly,  and  bring  him  here  on  any 
fair  pretext  thou  canst  devise.  1  would  faio  save  him 
from  what  lawyers  call  an  overt  act.  The  Court  would 
be  dull  as  a  dead  horse,  were  Buckingham  to  miscarry." 

"  Will  not  your  Majesty  order  the  Horse  Guards  to  turn 
out?"  said  young  Seiby,  who  was  present,  and  an  officer. 

"  No,  Selby,"  said  the  King,  "  1  like  not  liorse-play. 
But  let  them  be  prepared  ;  and  let  the  High  Bailiff  collect 
bis  civil  officers  and  command  the  SheriSs  to  summon 
their  worshipful  attendants,  from  javelin-mcu  to  hang- 
men,^ and  have  them  in  readiness,  in  case  of  any  sudden 
tumult — double  the  sentinels  on  the  doors  of  the  palace 
— aod  see  no  strangers  get  in." 

"  Or  oat,"  said  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  "  Where  are 
the  foreign  fellows  who  brought  in  the  dwarf?" 

They  were  sought  for,  but  they  were  not  to  be  found. 
Tbey  had  retreated,  leaving  their  instruments — a  circuro- 
.  stance  which  seemed  to  bear  hard  on  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, their  patron. 

Hasty  preparations  were  made  to  provide  resistance  to 
any  eSbri  of  despair  which  the  supposed  conspirators 
might  be  driven  (o  ;  and  in  the  meanwhile,  the  King,  with- 
drawing with  Arlington,  Ormond,  and  a  few  other  coun- 
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sellors,  into  the  cabinet  where  the  Countess  of  Deifajrhvl 
had  her  audience,  resumed  the  examination  of  the  little 
discoverer.  His  declaration,  though  singular,  was  quite 
coherent ;  the  strain  of  romance  intermingled  with  it  being 
in  fact  a  part  of  his  characteri  which  often  gained  him  the 
fate  of  being  laughed  at,  when  he  would  otherwise  hare 
been  pitied  or  even  esteemed. 

He  commenced  with  a  flourish  about  his  sufferings  (ot 
the  Plot,  which  the  impatience  of  Ormond  would  have 
cut  short,  had  not  the  King  reminded  his  Grace,  that  a 
top,  when  it  is  not  flogged,  must  needs  go  down  of  itself 
at  the  end  of  a  de&nite  time,  while  the  application  of  the 
whip  may  keep  it  up  for  hours. 

GeoflTrey  Hudson  was,  therefore,  allowed  to  exhaust 
himself  on  the  subject  of  his  prison-house,  which  he  io- 
formed  the  King  was  not  without  a  beam  of  light— an 
emanation  of  loveliness — a  mortal  angel — quick  of  step 
and  beautiful  of  eye,  who  had  more  tiian  once  visited  hn 
confinement  with  words  of  cheering  and  comfort. 

*'  By  my  faith,"  said  the  King,  ••  they  fare  better  in 
Newgate  than  I  was  aware  of.  Who  would  have  thought 
of  tlie  little  gentleman  being  solaced  with  female  society 
in  such  a  place  ?" 

"  I  pray  your  Majesty,"  said  the  dwarf,  after  the  man- 
ner of  a  solemn  protest,  ''  to  understand  nothing  amiss. 
My  devotion  to  this  fair  creature  is  rather  like  what  we  poor 
Catholics  pay  to  the  blessed  saints,  than  mixed  with  any 
grosser  quality.  Indeed,  she  seems  rather  a  sylphid  of 
the  Kosicrucian  system,  than  aught  more  carnal  ;  being 
slighter,  lighter,  and  less  than  the  females  of  common  life, 
who  have  something  of  that  coarseness  of  make  which  is 
doubtless  derived  from  the  sinful  and  gigantic  race  of  the 
antediluvians," 

"  Well,  say  on,  man,"  quoth  Charles.  "  Didst  thou 
not  discover  tiiis  sylph  to  be  a  mere  mortal  wench  after 
all  ?" 

«  Who  ?— I,  my  liege  ?— O  fie  !" 

**  Nay,  little  gentleman,  do  not  be  so  particularly  scan- 
dalized," said  riieK\v\^  \  ''''  \  ^Tom^  ^^v\,  I  suspect  you 
of  i:o  audacity  ol  gaWatwtAf  ?^ 
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**  'Hme  wears  faBt,"  aaid  ihe  Dukfl  of  Ormond,  impa- 
tieDtly,  and  looliiog  at  bis  watch.  *'  Chiffincb  faalii  been 
gone  ten  minutes,  and  ten  minutes  will  bring  bim  back." 

"  True,"  said  Charles,  gravely.  "  Come  to  Ihe  point, 
Hudson ;  and  tell  us  what  this  female  lias  to  do  with  your 
coming  hither  in  this  extraordinary  manner." 

"  Everything,  my  lord,"  said  little  Hudson. 

"  I  saw  her  twice  during  my  cooGnement  in  Newgate, 
■nd,  in  my  thought,  she  is  the  very  angel  who  guards  my  . 
life  and  welfare  ^  for,  after  my  acquittal,  as  I  walked  to- 
wards the  city  with  two  tall  gentlemen,  who  had  been  in 
trouble  along  with  me  ;  and  just  while  we  ;tood  to  our 
defence  against  a  rascally  mob,  and  just  as  I  had  taken 
possession  of  an  elevated  situation  to  have  some  vantage 
against  the  great  odds  of  numbers,  I  heard  a  heavenly 
voice  sound,  as  it  were,  from  a  window  behiad  me,  coun- 
selling me  to  take  refuge  in  a  certain  house  ;  to  which 
measure  I  readily  persuaded  my  gallant  friends  the  Pev- 
erils,  who  have  always  shown  themselves  willing  to  be 
counselled  by  me." 

"  Showing  therein  their  wisdom  at  once  and  modesty," 
■aid  the  King.  "  But  what  ,cbaDced  next  ?  Be  brief- 
be  like  thyself,  man." 

"  For  a  time,  sire,"  said  the  dwarf,  "  it  seemed  as  if 
I  were  not  the  principal  object  of  attention.  First,  the 
younger  Pevcril  was  withdrawn  from  us  by  a  gentleman 
of  Teoerable  appearance,  though  somewhat  smacking  of 
a  Puriun,  having  boots  of  n eats-leather,  and  wearing  his 
weapon  without  a  sword-knot.  When  Master  Julian  re- 
turned, be  informed  us,  for  the  first  lime,  that  we  were  in 
the  power  of  a  body  of  armed  fanatics,  who  were,  as  the 
poet  says,  prompt  for  direful  act.  And  your  Majesty  will 
remark,  that  both  father  and  son  were  in  some  measure 
desperate,  and  disregardful  from  that  moment  of  the  as- 
surances which  1  gave  them,  that  the  star  which  I  wa 
bound  lo  worship,  would,  in  her  own  lime,  shine  forth  ii 
ngnal  of  our  safely.  May  il  please  your  Majesty,  in  an- 
Bwer  to  my  hilarious  exhortaiioos  to  confidence,  the  i^th- 
26*     roi..  ir. 
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er  did  but  say  iush^  and  the  son  p$hauf^  which  showed 
how  men's  prudence  and  manners  are  disturbed  by  afflic- 
tion. Nevertheless,  these  two  gentlemen,  the  Peverils, 
forming  a  strong  opinion  of  the  necessity  there  was  to 
break  forth,  were  it  only  to  convey  a  knowledge  of  these 
dangerous  passages  to  your  Majesty,  commenced  an  as- 
sault on  the  door  of  the  apartment,  I  also  assisting  with 
the  strength  which  Heaven  hath  given,  and  some  three- 
score years  have  left  me.  We  could  not,  as  it  unhappily 
proved,  manage  our  attempt  so  silently,  but  that  our 
guards  overheard  us,  and,  entering  in  numbers,  separated 
us  from  each  other,  and  compelled  my  companions,  at 
point  of  pike  and  .poniard,  to  go  to  some  other  and  more 
distant  apartment,  thus  separating  our  fair  society.  I  was 
again  enclosed  in  the  now  solitary  chamber,  and  I  will  own 
that  I  felt  a  certain  depression  of  soul.  Hut  when  bale 
is  at  highest,  as  the  poet  singeth,  boot  is  at  nighest,  for  a 
door  of  hope  was  suddenly  opened " 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  my  liege,"  said  the  Duke  of 
Onnond,  "  let  this  poor  creature's  story  be  translated  into 
the  language  of  conimon  sense  by  some  of  the  scribblers 
of  romances  about  Court,  and  we  may  be  able  to  make 
meaning  of  it." 

Geoffrey  Hudson  looked  with  a  frowning  countenance 
of  reproof  upon  the  impatient  old  Irish  nobleman,  aad 
said,  with  a  very  dignified  air,  "  That  one  Duke  upon  a 
poor  gentleman's  hand  was  enough  at  a  time,  and  tbai, 
but  for  his  present  engagement  and  dependency  with  the 
Duke  of  Buckin;;ham,  he  would  have  endured  no  such 
terms  from  the  Duke  of  Ormond." 

*'  Abate  your  valour,  and  diminish  your  cholcr,  at  our 
request,  most  puissant  Sir  Geoffrey  Hudson,"  said  ihe 
King  ;  "  and  forgive  tiic  Duke  of  Ormond  for  my  sake ; 
but  at  all  events  go  on  with  your  story." 

Geoffrey  Hudson  laid  his  hand  on  his  bosom,  and  bow- 
ed in  proud  and  dignified  submission  to  his  Sovereign  ; 
then  waved  his  forgiveness  gracefully  to  Onnond,  accom- 
panied with  a  horrible  grin,  which  he  designed  tor  a  smile 
of  gracious   forgiveness  and  concilialion.      "  Under  the 
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Duke's  favour,  tlien,"  ha  proceeded,  "  when  T  said  a 
door  of  hope  wnj  opened  to  me,  I  meaat  a  door  behind 
the  tapestry,  from  nhenre  issued  ihnt  fair  virion — yet  not 
80  fair  as  lustrously  dark,  liice  the  beauty  of  a  ooniinental 
night,  nhere  the  cloudless  azure  sky  shrouds  us  in  a  veil 
more  lovely  than  that  of  day  ! — But  I  note  your  Majesty's 
impatieace  ; — enough.  I  followed  my  beautiful  guide 
into  an  apartment,  where  there  lay,  strangely  intermingled, 
warlike  arms  and  musicnl  inslrumctits.  Amongst  these  I 
saw  my  own  Ijte  place  of  temporary  obscurity — a  violon- 
cello. To  my  astonishment,  sbc  turned  around  tlie  in- 
strument, and  opening  it  behind  by  pressure  of  a  spring, 
•honed  that  it  was  filled  ivitli  pistols,  dng°;ers,  and  ammu- 
nition made  up  in  bandoleers.  '  These,'  she  said,  *  are 
this  night  destined  to  surprise  the  Court  of  the  unwary 
Charles' — your  Majesty  must  pardon  my  using  her  own 
words  ;  '  but  if  liion  daresi  go  in  tlieir  sicnd,  thou  mayest 
be  the  saviour  of  king  and  kingdoms ;  if  thou  art  afraid, 
keep  secret;  I  will  myself  try  the  adventure.'  Now,  may 
heaven  forbid,  that  Geoffrey  Hudson  were  craven  enough, 
said  1,  to  let  thee  run  such  a  risk  !  You  know  not — you 
cannot  know,  what  belongs  to  such  ambuscades  and  con- 
cealments— I  am  accustomed  to  them — liave  lurlied  in 
the  pocket  of  a  giant,  and  have  formed  the  conlculs  of  a 
pasty.  <  Get  in,  then,'  she  said,  '  and  lose  no  time.* 
"Nevertheless,  white  I  prepared  to  obey,  I  will  not  deny 
ibat  some  cold  apprehensions  came  over  my  hot  valour, 
•nd  1  confessed  to  her,  if  it  might  so  be,  I  would  rather 
find  my  way  to  the  palace  on  my  own  feet.  But  she  would 
not  listen  to  me,  saying  hastily, '  I  would  be  intercepted, 
(W  refused  admittance,  and  th:^  I  must  eiubrace  the  means 
the  oScred  me  of  introduction  into  tlie  presence,  and 
when  there,  tell  the  King  to  be  on  his  guard— little  more 
is  necessary  ;  for  once  the  srheme  is  known,  it  becomes 
desperate.'  Rashly  and  boldly,  I  bid  adieu  to  the  daylight 
which  was  then  fading  nway.  She  withdrew  the  conlenls 
of  the  instrument  destined  for  my  concealment,  and  hav- 
ing put  them  behind  the  chimney -board,  introduced  me 
ID  their  room.     As  she  clasped  me  in,  I  implored  her  to 
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warn  the  men  vfbo  were  to  be  intrusted  with  me,  to  take 
heed  and  keep  the  neck  of  the  vioIonceUo  uppermost; 
but  ere  I  had  completed  my  request,  I  found  1  was  left 
ak>ne,  and  in  darkness.  Presently,  two  or  three  feUows 
entered,  whom,  by  their  knguage,  which  I  in  some  sort 
understood,  I  perceived  to  be  Germans,  and  under  the 
influence  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  I  heard  them 
receive  from  the  leader  a  charge  how  they  were  to  deport 
themselves,  and  when  they  should  assume  the  concealed 
arms — and — for  I  will  do  the  Duke  no  wrong — I  under- 
stood their  orders  were  precise,  not  only  to  spare  the  pe^ 
son  of  the  King,  but  also  those  of  the  courtiers,  and  to  pro- 
tect all  who  might  be  in  the  presence  against  mn  irruption  of 
the  fanatics.  In  other  respects  they  i^d  charge  to  disarm 
the  gentlemen-pensioners  in  the  guard-room,  and,  in  fine, 
to  obtain  the  command  of  the  Court.** 

The  King  looked  disconcerted  and  tlioughtful  at  this 
communication,  and  bade  Lord  Arlington  see  tliat  Selby 
quietly  made  search  into  the  contents  of  the  other  cases 
which  had  been  brought  as  containing  musical  instruments. 
He  then  signed  to  the  dwarf  to  proceed  in  his  story,  ask- 
ing him  again  and  again,  and  very  solemnly,  whether  he 
was  sure  that  he  heard  the  Duke's  name  mentioned,  as 
commanding  or  approving  this  action. 

The  dwarf  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

"  This,"  said  the  King,  "  is  carrying  the  frolic  some- 
what far." 

The  dwarf  proceeded  to  state,  that  he  was  carried  after 
his  metamorphosis  into  the  chapel,  where  he  heard  the 
preacher  seemingly  about  the  close  of  his  harangue,  the 
tenor  of  which  he  also  mentioned.  Words,  he  said, 
could  not  express  the  agoi^y  which  he  felt  when  he  found 
that  his  bearer,  in  placing  the  instrument  in  a  comer,  was 
about  to  invert  its  position,  in  which  case,  he  said,  human 
frailty  might  have  proved  too  great  for  love,  for  loyally, 
for  true  obedience,  nay,  for  the  fear  of  death,  which  was 
like  to  ensue  on  discovery  ;  and  he  concluded,  that  he 
greatly  doubted  he  could  nor  have  stood  on  his  head  for 
many  minutes  wiihout  screaming  aloud. 
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I  couIJ   noi  have  blamed  you,"    said  llie  King  ; 

placed  in  such  a  posture  in  ilie  royal  oak,  I  musi  m 
Iiave  roared  myself. — Is  ibis  atl  you  have  lo  lell  ua  of  ll 
strange  conspiracy?"  Sir  Geoffrey  Hudson  replied  In  ll 
sfTirnMilive,  oiid  the  King* presently  subjoined — "  Go,  ir 
Ititic  friend,  your  services  shall  iio(  be  forgotten.  "' 
tJioi)  basl  ciepl  inio  die  Lowcls  of  a  fiddk  for  our  sen'ic 
we  are  bound,  in  duty  and  conscience,  to  Gad  you  a 
roomy  dwelling  in  future." 

"  It  was  a  violoncello,  if  ynur   Mujesty  is  pleased  k 
remember,"  said  the  little  jealous  man,  *'  nai  a  c 
"  ".die  ;  tliougli,  for  jour  Majesty's  service,  I  would  Iiart 
en  into  a  kit." 
Whatever  of  thai  nature  could  have  been  performet 
any  subject  of  ours,  thou  U'oulilst  liave  enacted  in 

tbalf^of  llial  we  hold  oursdves  certuin.  Withdraw  for 
a  litilf  ;  and  hark  ye,  for  the  present,  beware  what  you 
say  about  lliu  msUer.  Let  your  appearance  be  consid- 
ered— do  you  mark  me — ns  a  frolic  of  (he  Duke  of 
Buckingham  ;  and  not  a  word  of  conspiracy." 

"  Were  it  not  betted  to  put  him  under  some  restraint, 
tire?"  said  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  whea  Hudson  had  left 

^  It  is  unnecessary,"  said  the  King.      "  I  remembsi 

b  little  wfclcli  of  old.      Forlune,  loniakc  him  tlicmodell 

8tb»urdity,  lias  closed  ii  most  lofty  soul  within  that  lilllo   ' 

niisenible  carcass.     For  wielding  his  sword  and  keeping 

bis  word,  he  is  a  perfect  Don  Quixote  in  deciino-octaro. 

He  shall  be  taken  care  of, — But,  oddsfisb,  my  lords,  is  not 

■  freak  of  Buckinghan)  loo  villanoos  and  ungrateful  ?" 

'*  He  had    not   had    the  means  of  being  so,  bad  your 

Hjcsty,"  said  the  Dnke  of  Ormond,  "  been  lesslenl^Dt 

*'  My  lord,  my  lord,"  wid  Charles,  hastily — "  your 
lordship  is  Buckingham's  known  enemy — we  will  take 
other  aud  more  impartial  counsol. — Arlington,  what  think 
you  of  nil  ibis  ?"* 

"  May  it  please  your  Majesty,"  said  Arlington, 
tiiiiik  the  ibing  is  absolutely  iiDposaiblc,  unlc&s  the  Dukf 


lit 

miser 
bis  w 
Hill 

R.'' 
Dtl 


S98  PETS  an;  aw  th«  fbav. 

bas  bad  some  qaarrel  with  jrotir  Majesty^  of  wbich  we 
know  nothing.  His  Grace  is  very  fligh^,  doabtkss,  but 
this  seems  actual  insanity.'' 

'*  Why,  faith,"  said  the  King,  <*  some  words  passed 
betwixt  us  this  morning — ^bis  Duchess,  it  seems,  is  dead 
—and  to  lose  no  time,  his  Grace  bad  cast  bis  eyes  aboot 
for  means  of  repairing  the  loss,  and  had  the  assurance  to 
ask  our  consent  to  woo  my  niece  Lady  Anne." 

'*  Which  your  Majesty  of  course  rejected?"  said  the 
statesman. 

'*  And  not  without  rebuking  bis  assurance,"  added  die 
King. 

'*  In  private,  sir,  or  before  any  witnesses  ?"  said  the 
Duke  of  Ormond. 

**  Before  no  one,"  said  the  King, — ^  excepting,  indeed, 
little  Chiffinch ;  and  he,  you  know,  is  no  one." 

**  Hine  Ula  lachrym^t^^^  said  OrnKmd.  ^  I  know  \m 
Grace  well.  While  the  rebuke  of  his  aspiring  petulance 
was  a  matter  betwixt  your  Majesty  and  him,  be  might 
have  let  it  pass  by  ;  but  a  check  before  a  fellow  from 
whom  it  was  likely  enough  to  travel  through  the  Court, 
was  a  matter  to  be  revenged." 

Here  Selby  came  hastily  from  the  other  room,  to  say, 
that  his  Grace  of  Buckingham  had  just  entered  the  pres- 
ence-chamber. 

The  King  rose.  ^'  Liet  a  boat  be  in  readiness,  with  a 
party  of  the  yeomen,"  said  he.  "  It  may  be  necessary 
to  attach  him  of  treason,  and  send  him  to  the  Tower." 

"  Should  not  a  Secretary  of  State's  warrant  be  pre^ 
pared  ?"  said  Ormond. 

"  No,  my  Lord  Duke,"  said  the  King,  sharply.  "  I 
still  liope  that  the  necessity  may  be  avoided." 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Befobe  giving  ihe  reader  an  account  of  the  meeting 
betwisl  Bucttingham  and  his.  injured  Sovereign,  we  may 
mention  a  trifling  circumstance  or  two  which  took  place 
betwixt  his  Grace  and  Chiffincli,  in  the  short  drive  belwiit 
York-Place  and  Whitehall. 

In  the  outset,  the  Duke  endeavoured  to  learn  froni  the 
courtier  the  special  cause  of  his  being  summoned  so  hasti- 
ly to  the  Court.  Chiffinch  answered,  cautiously,  that  ha 
believed  there  were  some  gambols  going  forward,  at  which 
tl:e  King  desired  the  Duke's  presence. 

This  did  not  quite  satisfy  Buckingham,  for,  conscious 
of  his  own  rash  purpose,  he  could  not  but  apprehend  di»- 
covery.  After  a  mopent's  silence,  "  Chiffinch,"  be 
■aid,  abruptly,  "  did  you  mention  to  Quy  otie  what  tha 
King  said  to  me  this  morning  touching  the  Lady  Anne?" 

"  My  Lord  Duke,"  said  Chiffinch,  hesitating,  "  surely 
my  duty  to  the  King — my  respect  to  your  Grace—" 

"  You  mei^oned  it  to  no  one,  then  ?'  said  the  Dulce^ 
itenily. 

"  To  no  one,"  replied  Chiffinch,  faintly,  for  be  wu 
intimidated  by  tbe  Duke's  increasing  severity  of  manner. 

"  Youlie,hke  i  scoundrel!"  said  the  Duke— ''You 
told  CliriitiaD  !** 

"  Your  Grace,"  said  Chiffioeb — "  your  Grace — your 
Grace  ought  to  remember  tbat  I  told  you  Chrisiiaa'a 
secret ;  tbat  the  Countess  of  Derby  was  come  up." 

"  And  you  think  the  one  point  of  treachery  may  bal- 
ance for  the  oiher  ?  But  no.  I  must  have  a  better 
atonement.  Be  assured  I  will  blow  your  brains  out  ere 
you  leave  this  carriaee,  unless  you  tell  me  truth  of  this 
message  from  Court." 
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As  Cbiffinch  hesitated  what  reply  to  makci  a  man,  who, 
by  the  blaze  of  the  torches,  tiieo  always  borne,  as  weD 
by  the  lacqueys  who  hung  behind  the  carriage,  as  by  the 
footmen  who  ran  by  the  side,  might  easily  see  who  sat  ia 
the  coach,  approached,  and  sung  in  a  deep  naanly  voice, 
the  burden  of  an  old  French  song  on  the  battle  of  Ma- 
rignan,  in  which  is  imitated  the  German  French  of  the 
defeated  Swiss, 

Tctd  ai  variort 

La  tiMeioreif 

Totd  eat  verkre. 

BeiGot. 

*^  I  am  betrayed,"  said  the  Duke,  who  instantly  ooo- 
ceived  tliat  this  chorus,  expressing  *'  all  is  lost,''  was  sung 
by  one  of  his  faithful  agents,  as  a  hint  to  him  that  their 
machinations  were  discovered. 

He  attempted  to  throw  himself  from  the  carriage,  but 
Chiffinch  held  him  with  a  firm,  though  respectful  grasp^ 
"  Do  not  destroy  yourself,  my  lord,"  he  said,  in  a  tone 
of  deep  humility — "  there  are  soldiers  and  officers  of  the 
peace  around  the  carriage,  to  enforce  your  Grace's  com- 
ing to  Whitehall,  and  to  prevent  your  escape.  To  attempt 
it  would  be  to  confess  guilt ;  and  I  advise  you  strongly 
against  that — the  King  is  your  friend — be  your  own." 

The  Duke,  after  a  moment's  consideration,  said  sullen- 
ly, "  I  believe  you  are  right.  Why  should  I  fly,  when  I 
am  guilty  of  nothing  but  sending  some  fire-works  to  en- 
tertain the  Court,  instead  of  a  concert  of  music  ?" 

"  And  the  dwarf,  who  came  so  unexpectedly  out  of 
the  bass-viol " 

"  Was  a  masking  device  of  my  own,  Chiffinch,"  said 
the  Duke,  though  the  circumstance  was  then  first  known 
to  him.  "  Chiffinch,  you  will  bind  me  for  ever,  if  you 
will  permit  me  to  have  a  minute's  conversation  with  Chris- 
tian." 

"  With  Christian,  my  lord  ? — where  could  you  find  him  ? 
" — You  are  aware  we  must  go  straight  on  to  the  Court." 

"  True,"  said  the  Duke,  "  but  1  think  I  cannot  miss 
finding  him  ;    and  you,  Master  Chiffinch,  are  no  officer. 
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and  have  no  warrant  eitlicr  to  detain  me  prisoner,  or  pre- 
vent my  speaking  to  wliom  I  please." 

Chiffinch  replied,  "  My  Lord  Oukc,  your  genius  is  go 
great,  and  your  escapes  so  numerons,  tliat  it  will  be  from 
no  wish  of  my  own  if  I  am  forced  to  hurt  a  man  so  skilful 
and  so  popular." 

"  Nay,  tlien,  there  is  life  in  it  yet,"  said  the  Duke,  and 
whistled  ;  when,  from  beside  the  litde  culler's  boolii,  with 
which  the  reader  is  acquainted,  appeared,  suddenly.  Mas- 
ter Cliristinu,  and  wns  in  a  inuiuejit  :il  iJic  sJile  of  the 
Goach.     "  (ions  ist  verlonn,"  said  lliu  Kuko. 

"  I  knovv  it,"  said  Chriili.m  ;  "  and  all  nnr  5;odly 
friends  are  dispersed  upon  llie  news,  l.ucky  tlio  Colonel 
and  those  German  rascals  gave  a  liiuf.  All  is  safe — You 
go  lo  Court — Hark  ye,  1  will  fullow." 

"  You,  Christian  ?  that  would  be  more  friendly  than 
wise." 

**  Why,  what  is  there  against  mc  ?"  said  Christian. 
"  I  am  innocent  as  the  child  unborn — so  is  your  (jracc. 
There  is  but  one  creature  who  can  bear  witness  to  our 
guih  ;  but  I  trust  to  bring  her  on  the  stage  in  our  favour 
—besides,  if  I  went  not,  I  slioiild  presently  be  sent  for." 

"  The  familiar  of  whom  1  have  heard  you  speak,  I 
warrant  ?"  * 

"  Hark  in  your  ear  again." 

'*  I  understand,"  said  the  Duke,  "  and  will  delay  Mas- 
ter Chiffinch, — for  he,  you  must  know,  is  my  conductor,-— 
-  no  loneer.— Well,  Chiflincli,  let  tliem  drive  on.^f^ogtte 
la  Galere .'"  Ik  exclaimed,  as  the  carriage  went  onward ; 
"  I  have  sailed  through  worse  perils  than  this  yet." 

'*  It  is  not  for  mc  to  judge,"  said  Chillinch  ;  "  j'our 
Grace  is  a  b<ild  commander ;  and  Christian  hath  the  cun- 
ning of  the  devil  for  a  pilot ;  but However,  1  remain 

your  Grace's  poor  friend,  and  will  heartily  rejoice  in  your 
extrication." 

"  Give  me  a  proof  of  your  friendship,"  said  the  Duke. 
"  Tell  me  what  vou  know  of  Christian's  familiar,  as  he 
calls  her." 

36     VOL.  II. 
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**  I  beliere  it  to  be  die  same  dancing  wench  who  came 
witli  Empson  to  my  bouse  on  the  morning  that  Misiiess 
Alice  made  iter  escape  from  us.  But  you  have  seen  1^, 
my  lord  ?" 

"  I  ?"  said  the  Duke  ;  ^*  when  did  I  see  her  ?" 

"  Siie  was  employed  by  Christian,  I  believe,  to  set  his 
niece  ot  liberty,  when  he  lound  himself  obliged  to  gratify 
his  fanatical  brotlier-in-law,  by  restoring  his  child  ;  be- 
sides being  prompted  by  a  private  desire,  as  I  think,  of 
bantering  your  Grace." 

"  Umph  !  1  suspected  so  much.  I  will  repay  it,"  said 
the  Duke.  *'  But  first  to  get  out  of  this  dilemma. — ^Tbat 
little  Numidian  witch,  then,  was  his  familiar  ;  and  she 
joined  in  the  plot  to  tantalize  me  ? — ^But  here  we  reach 
Whitehall. — Now,  Chiflinch,be  no  worse  than  thy  word, 
and — now,  Buckingham,  be  thyself!'' 

But  ere  we  follow  Buckingham  into  the  presence, 
where  he  had  so  difiicult  a  part  to  sustain,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  follow  Christian  after  his  brief  con- 
versation with  him.  Upon  re-entering  the  house,  which 
he  did  by  a  circuitous  passage,  leading  from  a  dis- 
tant alley,  and  through  several  courts,  Christian  hastened 
to  a  low,  matted  apartment,  in  which  Bridgenorth  sal 
alone,  reading  the  BibW  by  the  light  of  a  small  brazen 
lamp,  with  the  utmost  serenity  of  countenance. 

"  Have  you  dismissed  the  Peverils?"  said  Christian, 
hastily. 

"  I  have,"  said  the  Major. 

"  And  upon  what  pledge — that  they  will  not  carry  in- 
formation against  you  to  Whitehall  .^" 

"  They  gave  me  their  promise  voluntarily,  when  1 
showed  them  our  armed  friends  were  dismissed.  To- 
morrow, 1  helieve,  it  is  their  purpose  to  lodge  Informations.'' 

"  And  why  not  to-night,  I  pray  you  ?"  said  Christian. 

**  Hecausc  ihcy  allow  ns  that  time  for  escape." 

"  Why,  then,  do  you  not  avail  yourself  of  it  ?  W)crc- 
foro  are  vou  liorc  ?"  said  Christian. 

"  Nay,  rather,  why  do  j/oit  not  fly  ?"  said  Bridgenorth. 
•*  Of  a  surely,  you  arc  as  deeply  engaged  as  I." 


•  Brother  Brlilgcnorili,  I  am  ilic  fox,  wUo  knows  a  i 
l^red  mo<k's  oC  deceiving  tli«  liounils ;  yon  uro  tha'' 
',  whose  sato  rosoiTrcc  is  in  hasiy  flighl.      Tliprornr« 

ftno  liiui>— Uegoiw  to  tlie  coimti-y — or  railier,  Zo<ie- 
J  Fill's  Vessel,  tlicGood  Kope,  lies  in  tliu  river,  bound' 
r  Masaachuseiis — tnke  ihc  wtugs  of  the  morning,  and 
begone — slie  con  full  down  to  Gravowtid  wiUi  the  tide." 

"  And  It'ave  lo  ilioe,  bitiilicr  Christian,"  said  Bridge- 
'irth,  "the  cliara;e  of  my  fonune  and  my  daughter ^<a 
Nil,  broiher ;  my  ojiiiiion  of  your  good  faiUi  must  be  r 

t.'ililishcd  ere  1  iigiiin  Ini'il  lliee." 

"  Go  thy  ways,  ihcn,  for  a  suspicious  fool,"  said  Chriv 
ii:ui,  suppressing  his  strong  desire  lo  use  language  n 
offensive  ;  "  or  rather  slay  where  ibou  art,  and  take  ih^fl 
diance  of  the  gallows  !" 

"  It  ia  appointed  to  all  men  to  die  once,"  s^d  Bridge^  ■ 
north;  "  my  life  hath  been  o  living  dcaiit.     My  fairest 
houghs  liave  been  stripped  by  the  nse  of  the  forestei^— 
lliat  which  survives  tnua,  if  it  shall  blossom,  be  graflcil 
elsewhere,  and  at  a  distance  from  my  aged  trunk.     The 
sooner,  then,  the  root  fecU  the  axe,  the  stroke  is  mors 
welcome.     1  had  been  pleased,  indeed,  had  I  been  culled 
lo  bringing  yonder  licentious  Court  to  a  purer  character, 
T\aii  relieving  the  yoke  of  the  suQbring  people  of  God.  • 
That  youth  [on— •son  in  liint  precious  woman,  to  whom  |  | 
owe  the  last  tie  that  fuebly  hnks  my  wearied  spirit  to  hiH 
inanity — eould  1  have   travailed   wilb   Aim  in  the  good 
cause  ! — But  thai,  wiih  all  my  other  hopes,  is  broken  for 
ever  ;  and  since  1  am  not  worthy  to  he  an  instrunient  io 
great  a  work,  1  hnve  hitle  desire  to  abide  longer  in  ibb  J 
Viilc  nf  sorrow," 

"  Farewell,  then,  desponding  fool !"  said  Christiar 
able,  with  all  his«u1mness,  iiny  longer  to  suppress  hiscoi^a 

Sipt  for  the  rcRgnod  and  hopeless  predestinarian.  "  That  \ 

't  ihould  have  clogged  me  wilii  such  confederates  I"  h« 
ered,  as  he  left  the  npartinent — "  this  bigoitedfod  H 

V  uearly  irrecluimBble— 1  must  to  Zarah  ;  for  sbs,  orJ 
no  one,  must  carry  u^  through  those  straits.  If  I  cwj 
but  soothe  licr  sultsn  temper,  otiil  cxciu  ber  vanity  li 


able,  wit 
■Msipt  foi 

■^'>"" 
■Kneret 

■-■wiw  Ilea 


304  FEYBBII.  OF  TUE  PEAK. 

action, — betwixt  her  address,  the  King*s  partiality  for  the 
Duke,  Buckingham's  nnatchless  efirontery,  and  my  own 
hand  upon  the  helm,  we  may  yet  weather  the  tempest  that 
darkens  around  us.  But  what  we  do  must  be  hastily 
done." 

In  another  apartment  he  found  the  person  he  sought— 
the  same  who  visited  tlie  Duke  of  Buckiogham's  haraoi, 
and,  having  relieved  Alice  Bridgenorth  from  ber  confiac- 
ment  there,  had  occupied  her  place,  as  has  been  already 
narrated,  or  rather  intimated.  Siie  was  now  much  inore 
plainly  attired  than  when  she  had  tantalized  the  Duke 
with  her  presence  ;  but  her  dress  had  still  somethiog  of 
the  oriental  character,  which  corresponded  with  the  dairk 
complexion  and  quick  eye  of  die  wearer.  She  bad  the 
kerchief  at  her  eyes  as  Christian  entered  the  apaitoieot, 
but  suddenly  withdrew  it,  and,  flashing  on  him  a  glance 
of  scorn  and  indignation,  asked  him  what  be  meant  by 
intruding  where  liis  company  was  alike  unsought  for  and 
undesired. 

"  A  proper  question,"  said  Christian,  "  from  a  sbve 
to  her  master  !" 

"  Rather  say,  a  proper  question,  and  of  all  questions 
the  most  proper,  from  a  mistress  to  her  slave  !  Know  you 
not,  that  from  the  hour  in  whicli  you  discovered  your  in- 
effable baseness,  you  have  made  me  mistress  of  your  lot  ? 
VVliiJc  you  seemed  but  a  demon  of  vengeance,  you  com- 
manded terror,  and  to  good  purpose  ;  but  such  a  foul 
licnd  as  thou  hast  of  late  sliown  thyself — such  a  very 
worthless,  base  trickster  of  the  devil — such  a  sordid, 
grovelling  imp  of  perdition,  can  gain  nothing  but  scorn 
from  a  soul  like  mine." 

*'  Gallantly  mouthed,"  said  Christian,  ^^  and  widigood 
emphasis."  ; 

'•  Yes,"  answered  Zarah,  "  I  can  speak — sometimes 
— I  can  also  be  mute ;  and  that  no  one  knows  belter  than 
thou.** 

"  Thou  art  a  spoiled  child,  Zarah,  and  dost  but  abu5«^ 
the  indulgence  I  entertain  for  your  freakish  humour,** 
replied  Christian  ;    **  thy   wits  have  been  disturbed  sinre 
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you  landed  in  England,  and  all  for  ilic  soke  of  one 
carca  for  thee  no  more  llian  for  llio  niosi  wordiless 
ject  wbo  walks  ilie  strecis,  nmongst  whom  tic  left  you  j 
igage  In  3  brawl  for  otte  lie  loved  l)el[«ir." 
It  is  no  mQtIor,"  said  Zarali,  nliviously  repressing 
;cr  emoiion  ;  "  ii  signilics  not  that  lie  loves  auoih- 
;ier;  iliere  is  none — no,  none — thai  overdid,  or  cnit^  I 
him  so  well." 

I  pity  yoU)  Zarati  I"  said  Clirisiian,  widi  some  srorn* 
'  deserve  your  piiy."  slio  replied,  "  were  your  piljr  J 
my  accepting.      Whom  have  I  to  thank  for  my  j 
^hedness  but  you  ? — yon  bred  me  up  in  ihim  of  wn- 
gesnce,  ore  I  knew  that  good  and  evil  were  anything  bet- 
ter than   names  ; — in  gain  your  applause,  and  to  gratily  1 
tlie  vaniiy  yoo  hiiil  excited,  I  have  for  years  undergone  a  * 
(fcnancp,  from  wliirli  a  thouGiind  would  have  shrunk." 

"  A  llioitsnod,  Zarali !"  answered  Christian  ;  "  ay,  n 
hundred  thousand,  and  a  indlion  lo  boot ;  the  rrnntnre  is 
not  on  earth,  being  mere  mortal  woman,  tlmi  would  bavt! 
lergone  the  thirtieth  part  of  thy  self-denial." 
'  I  bejieve  it,"  said  Zarah,  drawing  up  her  slight  but 
int  figure  ;  "  I  believe  it— '1  have  gone  tiirough  a 
that  few  indeed  could  have  sustained.  I  have  r 
nouncfd  the  dear  intercourse  of  my  kind  ;  compelled 
my  tongue  only  to  utter,  like  thai  of  a  spy,  (ho  knowledg«, 
which  my  ear  had  only  collccled  as  a  base  eavesdroppcn 
"^"  1  have  done  for  years — for  years — and  all  Ibr  tli^ 
of  your  private  applause — and  the  hope  of  vfueeanci 
woman,  who,  if  ^he  did  ill  in  murdering  my  fnlhi'id 
been  bitterly  repjiid  by  nourishing  <t  serpent  in  he 
that  had  the  toolh,  but  not  the  deafuned  ear,  of  lb* ^ 

"  Well — wei — well,"  reiterated  Clirisiian  ;  "  and  h%iA 
^  not  your  reward  in  my  approbation — in  ihn  conscious^  | 
IB  of  your  own  unequalled  dexterity — by  which,  aupa-. 
t  to  anything  of  thy  aeic  that  tiislory  has  evcr'tcDowO) 
D  endured  what  woman  never  before  endured,  insolenM  ^ 
2fi"      VIM..   II. 
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without  Dotice,  adiniratioD  without  answer,  and  sarcasm 

without  reply  ?" 

'^  Not  without  reply!"  said  Zarah,  fiercely.  **  Gvn 
not  nature  to  my  feelings  a  course  of  expression  more 
impressive  than  words  ?  and  did  not  those  tremble  at  my 
shrieks,  who  would  have  little  minded  my  entreaties  or 
my  complaints  ?  And  my  proud  lady,  who  sauced  her 
charities  with  the  taunts  she  thought  I  heard  not — she  was 
justly  paid  by  the  passing  of  her  dearest  and  most  secret 
concerns  into  the  hands  of  her  mortal  enemy  ;  and  tbe 
vain  Earl — yet  he  was  a  thing  as  insignificant  as  the  plume 
that  nodded  in  his  cap  ; — and  the  maidens  and  ladies 
who  taunted  me — 1  had,  or  can  easily  have,  ray  revenge 
upon  them.  But  there  is  oncy^^  she  added,  looking  op- 
ward,  '^  who  never  taunted  me  ;  one  whose  generous 
feelings  could  treat  the  poor  dumb  girl  c\'en  as  his  sister ; 
who  never  spoke  word  of  her  but  it  was  to  excuse  or 
defend — and  you  tell  me  I  must  not  love  him,  and  that  it 
is  madness  to  love  him  ! — I  will  be  mad,  then,  for  I  will 
love  him  till  the  latest  hreath  of  my  life  !" 

"  Think  but  an  instant,  silly  girl — silly  but  in  one  re- 
spect, since  in  all  others  thou  mayest  brave  the  world  of 
women.  Think  that  1  have  proposed  to  thee,  for  the  loss 
of  this  hopeless  affection,  a  career  so  brilliant  ! — ^Think 
only  that  it  resls  with  thyself  to  be  the  wife — ^ihe  wedded 
wife — of  the  princely  Buckingham  !  With  my  talents — 
with  thy  wit  and  beauty — with  his  passionate  love  of  these 
attributes — a  short  space  might  rank  you  among  England's 
princesses. — Be  but  guided  by  me — he  is  now  at  a  dead- 
ly pass — needs  every  assistance  to  retrieve  his  fortunes — 
above  all,  that  which  we  alone  can  render  him.  Put 
yourself  under  my  conduct,  and  not  fate  hself  shall  pre- 
vent your  wearing  a  Duchess's  coronet." 

"  A  coronet  of  thistle-down,  entwined  with  thistle- 
leaves  !  "  said  Zarah. — **  I  know  not  a  slighter  thing  than 
your  Buckingham  !  1  saw  him  at  your  request — saw  biro 
when,  as  a  man,  he  should  have  shown  himself  generous 
and  noble — I  stood  the  proof  at  your  desire,  for  I  laugh 
at  those  dangers  from  which  the  poor  blushing  wailers  of 
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aj  sex  shrink  and  withdraw  themseircs.  Wbit  did  I 
find  bim  ? — a  poor,  wavering  voluptuary— his  nearest  at- 
tempt to  pasuon  like  the  fire  on  a  wretched  stubble-field, 
that  may  singe,  indeed,  or  snioke,  but  can  neither  warm 
nor  devour.  Christian  !  were  his  coronet  at  my  feet  this 
rooment,  1  would  sooner  take  up  a  crowa  of  gijded  gin- 
gerbread, than  extend  my  band  to  raise  it." 

*'  You  eie  mad,  Zarah— witli  all  your  taste  and  talent, 

yoa  are  utteriy  mad  !  But  let  Buckingham  pass Do 

you  owe  me  nothing  on  this  emergency  ! — Nothing  to  one 
who  rescued  you  from  the  cruelty  of  your  owner,  the 
posture-master,  to  place  you  in  ease  and  affluence  ?" 

"  Christian,"  she  replied,  "  I  owe  you  much.  Had 
I  not  felt  I  did  so,  I  would,  as  I  have  been  often  tempted 
to  do,  have  denounced  thee  to  the  fierce  Countess,  who 
would  have  gibbelted  you  on  her  feudal  walls  of  Casile- 
Rushin,  and  bid  your  family  seek  redress  from  the  eagles, 
that  would  long  since  have  thatched  their  nest  with  your 
hair,  and  fed  their  young  ospreys  with  your  flesli." 

"  1  am  truly  glad  you  have  had  so  much  forbearance 
Cx  me,"  answered  Christian. 

"  I  have  it,  in  truth  and  in  sincerity,"  replied  Zarah — 
"  Not  for  your  benefits  to  me — such  as  they  were,  ihey 
were  everyone  interested,  and  conferred  from  the  most  sel- 
fish considerations.  I  have  overpaid  them  a  thousand 
times  by  the  devotion  to  your  will,  which  I  have  display- 
ed at  (be  greatest  personal  risk.  But  till  of  late,  I  re- 
elected your  powers  of  mind — your  inimitable  command 
of  passion — the  force  of  intellect  which  I  have  ever  seen 
you  exercise  over  all  others,  from  the  bigot  Bridgenortli 
to  the  debauched  Buckingham — in  that,  indeed,  I  have 
zeco^ined  my  master." 

"  And  those  powers,"  said  Christian,  "  are  unlimited 
81  ever ;  and  with  thy  assistance,  thou  shalt  see  the  strong- 
eat  meshes  that  the  laws  of  civil  society  ever  wove  to  lim- 
it the  natural  dignity  of  man,  broke  asunder  like  a  spi- 
der's web."  ^  . 

She  paused,  and  answered,  "  While  a  noMe  motive 
fired  tliee — ay,  a  noble  motive,  though  irregular — for  I 
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was  boFD  to  gaze  on  the  sun  which  the  pale  daughters  of 
Europe  shrink  from — ^I  could  serve  thee — ^I  could  hive 
followed,  while  revenge  or  ambition  had  guided  thee — 
but  love  of  wealthy  and  by  what  means  acquired  ! — ^wbat 
sympathy  can  I  hold  with  that  ? — wouldst  thou  not  have 
pandered  to  the  lust  of  the  King,  though  the  object  was 
thine  own  orphan  neice? — ^you  smile? — smile  again  when  I 
ask  you  whether  you  meant  not  my  oi\ti  prostitution,  when 
you  charged  me  to  remain  in  the  house  of  that  wretched 
Buckingham  ? — smile  at  that  question,  and  by  heaven  I 
stab  you  to  the  heart !"  and  she  thrust  her  hand  into  her 
bosom,  and  partly  showed  the  hilt  of  a  small  poniard. 

'<  And  if  I  smile,''  said  Christian,  <'  it  is  but  in  scorn 
of  so  odious  an  accusation.  Girl,  I  will  not  tell  thee  the 
reason,  but  there  exists  not  on  earth  the  living  thing  orer 
whose  safety  and  honour  I  would  keep  watch  as  over 
thine.  Buckingham's  wife,  indeed,  I  wished  thee  ;  and, 
through  thy  own  beauty  and  thy  wit,  I  doubted  not  to 
bring  the  match  to  pass." 

"  Vain  flatterer,"  said  Zarah,  yet  seeming  soothed  even 
by  the  flattery  wliich  she  scoffed  at,  "  you  would  per- 
suade me  that  it  was  honourable  love  which  you  expected 
the  Duke  was  to  have  offered  me.  How  durst  you  urge 
80  gross  a  deception,  to  which  time,  place,  and  circum- 
stance, gave  the  lie  ? — how  dare  you  now  again  mention 
it,  when  you  well  know,  that  at  the  time  you  mention, 
the  Duchess  was  still  in  life  ?" 

"  In  life,  but  on  her  deathbed,"  said  Christian  ;  "  and 
for  time,  place,  and  circumstance,  had  your  virtue,  jny 
Zarah,  depended  on  these,  how  couldst  thou  have  been 
the  creature  thou  art  ?  I  knew  thee  all-suflicient  to  bid 
him  defiance — else — for  thou  art  dearer  to  me  than  thou 
thinkest — I  had  not  risked  thee  to  win  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham ;  ay,  and  the  kingdom  of  England  to  boot. — So 
now,  wilt  tliou  be  ruled  and  go  on  with  mc  ?" 

2arah,  or  Fenella,  for  our  readers  must  have  been  long 
aware  of  the  identity  of  these  two  personages,  cast  down 
her  eyes,  and  was  silent  for  a  long  time.  "  Christian," 
she  said  at  last,  in  a  solemn  voice,  "  if  my  ideas  of  right 
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end  of  wrong  be  wild  and  incoliercnt,  I  owe  it,  6rst,  to 
the  wild  fever  which  my  native  sun  comtnimicalcd  to  my 
veins  ;  next,  to  my  childliood,  irBined  amidst  the  shifts, 
tricks,  and  feats  of  jugglers  and  mountebanks  ;  and  then, 
to  a  youti)  of  fraud  and  deception,  through  the  course 
tfaou  didst  prescribe  mc,  in  which  1  might,  indeed,  hear 
every  thing,  but  communicate  with  no  one.  The  last 
cause  of  my  wild  errors,  if  such  they  are,  originates,  O 
Clirisiian,  with  you  olone  ;  by  whose  intrigues  1  was  plac- 
ed with  yonder  lady,  and  ulio  taught  me,  that  to  revenge 
my  fatlier's  death,  was  my  first  great  duty  on  earth,  and 
that  I  was  bound  by  nature  to  hale  and  injure  her  by 
wiiofn  I  was  fed  and  fostered,  though  as  she  would  have 
fed  and  caressed  a  dog,  or  any  other  mute  animal.  1  also 
think,  for  I  will  deal  fairly  with  you,  that  you  had  not  so 
easily  detected  your  niece,  in  the  child  whose  surprising 
agility  was  making  yonder  brutal  mountebank's  fortune  ; 
aor  so  readily  induced  him  to  part  with  his  bond-stave, 
had  you  not,  for  your  own  purposes,  placed  me  under  his 
charge,  and  reserved  the  privilege  of  claiming  me  when 
you  pleased.  I  could  not,  under  any  other  tuition,  have 
identified  myself  witli  the  personage  of  a  mute,  which  it 
bus  been  your  desire  thtit  I  should  perform  through  Hfe." 

"  You  do  me  injustice,  Zarah,"  said  Christian — "  I 
found  you  capable  of  discharging,  to  an  uncommon  degree, 
n  task  necessary  to  the  avenging  of  your  faUier's  death— 
I  consecrated  you  to  it,  as  1  consecrated  my  own  life  and 
hopes ;  and  you  held  the  duly  sacred,  till  these  mad  feel- 
ings towards  a  youth  who  loves  your  cousin " 

"  Who — loves — niy — cousin  !"  repeated  Zarah,  (for 
we  will  continue  to  call  her  by  her  real  name,)  slowly  and 
MS  if  the  wordsdropped  unconsciously  Iroin  her  lips.  "  Well 
— be  it  so  ! — man  of  many  wiles,  I  will  follow  thy  course 
for  a  little,  a  very  little  farther ;  but  take  heed — lease 
me  not  with  remonstrances  against  the  treasure  of  my 
secret  thoughts — I  mean  my  most  hopeless  afTeciion  to 
Julian  Peveril — and  bring  me  not  as  an  assistant  to  any 
snare  which  you  may  design  to  cast  around  him.  You 
and  your  Duke  shall  rue  the  hour  most  bitterly,  in  which 
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you  provoke  me.  You  may  suppose  jrou  have  mc  in  your 
power ;  but  remember  the  snakes  of  my  burning  climate 
are  never  so  fatal  as  when  you  grasp  tbem.'' 

"  I  care  not  for  these  Peverils,"  said  Christian — "^ 
care  not  for  their  fate  a  poor  straw,  unless  where  it  bears 
on  tliat  of  the  destined  woman,  whose  hands  are  red  ia 
your  father's  blood.  Believe  me,  I  can  divide  her  fate 
and  theirs.  I  will  explain  to  you  how.  And  for  the 
Duke,  he  may  pass  among  men  of  the  town  for  wit,  and 
among  soldiers  for  valour,  among  courtiers  for  manners 
and  for  form  ;  and  why,  with  his  high  rank  and  immense 
fortune,  ^'ou  should  tlirow  away  an  opportunity,  which,  as 
1  could  now  improve  it " 

^<  Speak  not  of  it,"  said  Zarah,  ''  if  thou  wouldst  have 
our  truce — remember  it  is  no  peace — if,  I  say,  thoo 
wouldst  have  our  truce  grow  to  be  an  hour  old  !" 

*'  This,  then,"  said  Christian,  with  a  last  efibrt  to  woric 
upon  the  vanity  of  this  singular  being,  "  is  she  who  pre- 
tended such  superiority  to  human  passion,  tliat  she  could 
walk  indifferenlly  and  unmoved  through  the  halls  of  the 
prosperous,  and  the  prison  cells  of  the  captive,  unknowing 
and  unknown — sympathizing  neither  with  the  pleasures 
of  the  one,  nor  the  woes  of  the  other,  but  advancing  with 
sure,  though  silent  steps,  her  own  plans,  in  despite  and 
regardless  of  either  !" 

"  My  own  plans  !"  said  Zarah — "  Thy  plans,  Chris- 
tian— thy  plans  of  extorting  from  the  surprised  prisoners 
means  whereby  to  convict  them — thine  own  plans,  formed 
with  those  more  powerful  than  thyself,  to  sound  men's 
secrets,  and,  by  using  them  as  matter  of  accusation,  to 
keep  up  the  great  delusion  of  the  nation." 

"  Such  access  was  indeed  given  you  as  my  agent," 
said  Christian,  "  and  for  advancing  a  great  national 
change.  But  how  did  you  use  it  ? — to  advance  your 
own  insane  passion." 

"  Insane  !"  said  Zarah — "  Had  he  been  less  than  in- 
sane whom  I  addressed,  he  and  I  had  ere  now  been  far 
from  the  toils  which  you  have  pitched  for  us  both.    I  had 
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meani  prepared  for  every  thing  ;  and  ere  this,  the  shores 
of  Britain  had  been  lost  to  our  sight  for  erer." 

"  The  miserable  dwarf,  too,"  said  Chrsiian — "  Was 
it  worthy  of  you  to  delude  that  poor  creature  with  flat- 
tering vi^ons — lull  him  asleep  wiUi  drugs  ?  Was  that  ray 
doing  V 

"  He  was  my  destined  tool,"  said  Zarah,  haughtily. 
**  1  remembered  your  lessons  too  well  not  to  use  him  as 
such.  Yet  scorn  him  not  loo  much.  I  tell  you,  that  yoa 
very  miserable  divarf,  whom  I  made  my  sport  in  tlie  pris- 
on,— yoiv  wretched  abortion  of  nature,  I  would  select  for 
a  husband,  ere  1  would  marry  your  Buckingham  ;  the 
vain  and  imbecile  pigmy  has  yet  ibe  warm  heart  and  no- 
ble feelings,  that  a  man  should  bold  his  highest  honour." 

"-In  God's  name,  then,  take  your  own  way,"  said 
Christian  j  "  and,  for  my  sake,  let  never  man  hereafter 
limit  a  woman  in  the  use  of  her  tongue,  since  he  must 
make  it  amply  up  to  her,  in  allowing  her  the  privilege  of 
her  own  will.  Who  would  have  thought  it  ?  But  the  colt 
has  slipped  the  bridle,  and  I  must  needs  follow,  since  E 
caniiot  guide  hei." 

Our  narrative  returns  to  the  court  of  King  Charles,  at 
WhitebaU. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
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At  no  period  of  his  life,  not  even  when  that  life  was 
in   imminent  danger,  did   the   constitutional   ^aiel^   dt 
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Charles  sccin  more  overcloudedy  than  wbeo  waning  far 
tlie  return  of  Cbiffinch  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingbiip. 
His  mind  revolted  at  the  ideay  that  the  person  to  whom 
he  had  been  so  particularly  indulgent,  and  whom  he  had 
selected  as  the  friend  of  his  lighter  hours  and  arausemenis, 
should  prove  capable  of  having  tampered  with  a  plot  ap- 
parently directed  against  his  liberty  and  life.  He  more 
than  once  examined  the  dwarf  anew,  but  could  extract 
nothing  more  than  his  first  narrative  contained.  The  ap- 
parition of  the  female  to  him  in  the  cell  of  Newgate,  he 
described  in  such  fanciful  and  romantic  coloura;  that  the 
King  could  not  help  thinking  the  poor  man's  head  a  Etlle 
turned  ;  and,  as  nothing  was  found  in  the  kettledrum,  aod 
other  musical  instruments  brought  for  the  use  of  the 
Duke's  band  of  foreigners,  he  nourished  some  slight  hope 
tliat  the  wliole  plan  might  be  either  a  mere  jest,  or  tbrt 
the  idea  of  an  actual  conspiracy  was  founded  in  mistake. 
The  persons  who  had  been  despatched  to  watch  the 
motions  of  Mr.  Weiver's  congregation,  brought  back  word 
thnt  they  had  quietly  dispersed.  It  was  known,  at  the 
same  lime,  that  they  had  met  in  arms,  but  this  augured 
no  particular  desip^n  of  aggression,  at  a  time  when  all  true 
Protestants  conceived  tliemsclves  in  danger  of  immediate 
massacre  ;  when  the  fathers  of  the  city  had  repeatedly 
called  out  the  Train- Bands,  and  alarmed  the  citizens  of 
Ix)n(ion,  under  the  idea  of  an  instant  insurrection  of  the 
Catholics  ;  and  when,  to  sum  the  whole  up,  in  the  em- 
phatic unrds  of  an  alderman  of  the  day,  there  was  a  gen- 
eral heliul*  that  they  would  all  awaken  some  unhappy 
morning  with  their  throats  cut.  Who  was  to  do  these 
dire  deeds,  it  was  more  difficult  to  suppose  ;  but  all  ad- 
millJ'd  the  j)ossil)ility  that  they  might  be  achieved,  since 
one  Justice  of  the  Peace  was  already  murdered.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  inference  of  hostile  intentions  against 
the  state,  to  be  decidedly  derived  from  a  congregation  of 
Protestants  par  excellence ,  military  from  old  associations, 
bringing  their  arms  with  them  to  a  place  of  worship,  in 
the  midst  of  a  panic  so  universal. 
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Neither  did  the  violent  language  of  the  minister,  sup 
ponng  that  to  be  proved,  absolutely  infer  mediuted  vio- 
lence. The  favourite  parables  of  the  preachers,  and  the 
metaphors  and  ornaments  which  they  selected,  were  al 
all  times  of  a  military  cast ;  and  the  taking  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  by  storm,  a  strong  and  beautiful  metaphor, 
when  used  generally,  as  in  Scripture,  was  detailed  in  theii 
sermons  in  all  the  technical  language  of  the  attack  and 
defence  of  a  fortified  place.  The  danger,  in  short,  what- 
ever might  have  been  its  actual  degree,  had  disappeared 
as  suddenly  as  a  bubble  upon  the  water,  when  broken  by 
■  casual  touch,  and  had  left  as  little  trace  behind  it.  It 
became,  therefore,  matter  of  much  doubt,  whether  it  had 
ever  actually  existed. 

While  various  reports  were  making  from  mtbout,  and 
while  their  tenor  was  discussed  by  the  King, 'and  such 
nobles  and  statesmen  as  he  thought  proper  to  consuh  on 
the  occasion,  a  gradual  sadness  and  anxiety  mingled  with, 
and  finally  silenced,  the  mirth  of  ihe  eveninf;.  AU  be- 
came sensible  that  something  unusual  was  going  forffard  ; 
and  the  unwonted  distance  which  Charles  maintained 
from  his  guests,  while  it  added  gready  to  the  dulbess 
that  began  to  predominate  in  the  presence-chamber,  gave 
intimation  that  somethiog  unusual  was  labouring  in  the 
King's  fflind. 

Thus  play  was  neglected — the  music  was  silent,  or 
played  without  being  heard — gallants  ceased  to  make 
«complimcn(s,  and  ladies  to  espcct  dicm  ;  and  a  sort  of 
apprehensive  curiosity  pervaded  the'circle.  Each  asked 
the  others  why  ihey  were  grave  ;  and  no  answer  was  re- 
turned, any  more  than  could  havo  been  rendered  by  a 
herd  of  cattle  ins^pctively  disturbed  by  the  approach  of 
a  thunder-storm. 

To  add  to  the  general  apprehension,  it  began  to  be 
whispered,  that  one  or  two  of  the  guests,  who  were  desir- 
ous of  leaving  the  palace,  had  been  informed  no  one  could 
be  permitted  to  retire  until  the  gcnerni  hour  of  dismissal. 
And  these,  gliding  back  into  the  ball,  comoiunicated  in 
27     VOL.  ti. 
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whispers  that  the  sentinels  at  the  gates  were  doubled^aod 
that  there  was  a  troop  of  the  Horse  Guards  drawn  up  in 
the  court— -circumstances  so  unusual,  as  to  excite  the 
most  anxious  curiosity. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  Court,  when  wheels  were 
heard  without,  and  tlie  bustle  wiiich  took  place  denoted 
the  arrival  of  some  person  of  consequence. 

"  Here  comes  CbifHnch,"  said  the  King,  *'  with  his 
prey  in  his  clutch." 

It  was  indeed  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ;  nor  did  he 
approach  the  royal  presence  without, emotion.  On  enter- 
ing the  court,  the  flambeaux  which  were  borne  aroood 
the  carriage  gleamed  on  the  scarlet  coats,  laced  hats,  and 
drawn  broadswords  of  the  Horse  Guards — a  sight  udusq- 
al,  and  calculated  to  strike  terror  into  a  conscience  which 
was  none  of  the  clearest. 

The  Duke  alighted  from  the  carriage,  and  only  said 
to  the  officer,  whom  he  saw  upon  duty,  "  You  are  late 
under  arms  to-night,  Captain  Carleton." 

"  Such  are  our  orders,  sir,"  answered  Carleton,  with 
military  brevity  ;  and  then  commanded  the  four  dis- 
mounted sentinels  at  the  under  gate  to  make  way  for  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  His  Grace  had  no  sooner  enter- 
ed than  he  heard  behind  him  the  command,  "  Move 
close  up,  sentinels — closer  yet  to  the  gate."  And  he  felt 
as  if  all  chance  of  rescue  were  excluded  by  the  sound. 

As  he  advanced  up  the  grand  staircase,  there  were  oth- 
er symptoms  of  alarm  and  precaution.  The  Yeomen  of 
the  Guard  were  mustered  in  unusual  numbers,  and  carri- 
ed carabines  instead  of  their  halberds;  and  the  Gentle- 
men Pensioners  with  their  partizans,  appeared  aiso  in 
proportional  force.  In  short,  all  tlyit  sort  of  defence 
which  tlie  royal  household  possesses  within  itself,  seem- 
ed, for  sonic  iiasty  and  urgent  reason,  to  have  been  placed 
under  arms,  and  upon  duty. 

Buckingham  ascended  the  royal  staircase  with  an  eye 
attentive  to  these  preparations,  and  a  step  steady  and  .slow, 
as  if  he  counted  each  step  on  wiiich  he  trod.  ''  Who.*' 
he  asked  hiuioclf,  '*  shall  insure  Christian's  fidelity  r  Lvi 
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him  but  stand  fast,  and  we  are  secure.  Olbenrise— ^" 
Aa  be  shaped  the  alternative,  he  entered  the  presence- 
chamber. 

The  King  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  apartment,  sur- 
■  rcHinded  by  the  personages  with  whom  be  had  been  con- 
sulting. The  rest  of  tbe  brilliant  assembly,  scattered 
into  groups,  looked  on  at  some  distance.  All  were  silent 
when  Buckingham  entered,  in  hopes  of  receiving  some  > 
explanation  of  the  mysteries  of  the  evening.  All  bent 
forward,  though  etiquette  forbade  them  to  advance,  to 
catch,  if  possible,  something  of  what  was  about  to  pass 
betwixt  the  King  and  his  intriguing  statesman.  At  the 
-  same  time,  those  counsellors  who  stood  around  Cbarles, 
drew  back  on  either  side,  so  as  to  permit  the  Duke  to  pay 
bis  respects  to  his  Majesty  in  the  usual  form.  He  went 
through  the  ceremonial  with  his  accustomed  grace,  but 
was  received  by  Charles  with  much  unwonted  gravity.    ■ 

"  We  have  waited  for  you  for  some  time,  my  Lord 
Duke.  It  is  long  since  Chiffinch  left  us,  to  request  your 
attendance  here.  I  see  you  are  elaborately  dressed. 
Your  toilette  was  needless  on  the  present  occasion." 

"  Needless  to  the  splendour  of  your  Majesty's  Court," 
said  the  Duke  ;  "  but  not  needless  on  my  part.  This 
chanced  to  be  Black  Monday  at  York  Place,  and  my  club 
ot PetMablet  were  in  full  glee  when  )'our  Majesty's  sum- 
mons arrived.  I  could  not  be  in  the  company  of  Ogle, 
Maoiduck,  Dawson,  and  so  forth,  but  what  I  must  needs 
nlake  some  preparation,  and  some  ablution,  ere  entering 
the  circle  here." 

"  I  trust  the  purification  will  be  complete,"  said  the 
King,  without  any  tendency  to  ibe  smile  which  always 
■oldened  features  that,  ungilded  by  its  influence,  were 
dark,  harsh,  and  even  severe.  "  We  wished  to  ask  your 
Grace  concerning  tbe  import  of  a  sort  of  musical  mask 
which  you  designed  us  here,  but  which  miscarried,  as 
we  are  given  to  understand." 

"  It  must  have  been  a  great  miscarriage  indeed," 
said  tbe  Duke,  "  since  your  Majesty  looks  so  serious  oa 
it.     I  thought  to  have  done  your  Majesty  a  pleasure, 
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(as  I  have  seen  you  condescend  to  be  pleased  fridi  such 

rassages,)  by  sending  the  contents  of  that  bass-viol ;  but 
fear  the  jest  has  been  unacceptable — ^I  fear  the  fire* 
works  may  have  done  mischief." 

^^  Not  the  mischief  they  were  designed  for,  perhaps," 
said  tlie  King,  gravely  ;  '*  you  see,  my  lord,  we  are  all 
alive  and  unsinged." 

"  Long  may  your  Majesty  remain  so,''  said  the  Duke; 
''  Yet  I  see  that  there  is  something  misconstrued  on  mj 
part-^it  must  be  a  matter  unpardonable,  however  little 
intended,  since  it  hath  displeased  so  indulgent  a  master.** 

"  Too  indulgent  a  master  mdeed,  Buckingham,**  re- 

Elied  the  King ;    "  and  the  fruit  of  my  indulgence  has 
een  to  change  Joyal  men  into  traitors." 

"  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  I  cannot  understand 
this,"  said  the  Duke. 

"  Follow  us,  my  lord,"  answered  Charles,  "  and  we 
will  endeavour  to  explain  our  meaning." 

Attended  by  the  same  lords  who  stood  around  him, 
and  followed  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  on  whom  all 
eyes  were  fixed,  Charles  retired  into  the  same  cabinet 
which  had  been  the  scene  of  repeated  consultatioos  m 
the  course  of  the  evening.  There,  leaning  with  his  arras 
crossed  on  tlie  back  of  an  easy-chair,  Charles  proceeded 
to  interrogate  the  suspected  nobleman. 

"  Let  us  be  plain  with  each  other.  Speak  out,  Buck- 
ingham. What,  in  one  word,  was  to  have  been  llie  re- 
gale intended  for  us  this  evening  ?" 

"  A  petty  mask,  my  liege.  I  had  destined  a  Utile  danc- 
ing-girl to  come  out  of  that  instrument,  who,  I  tliought, 
would  have  performed  to  your  Majesty's  Uking — a  few 
Chinese  fire-works  there  were,  which,  thinking  the  enter- 
tainment was  to  have  taken  place  in  the  marble  hall, 
might,  I  hoped,  have  been  discharged  with  good  efiect, 
and  without  the  slightest  alarm,  at  the  first  appearance  of 
my  little  sorceress,  and  were  designed  to  have  masked,  as 
it  were,  her  entrance  upon  the  stage.  I  hope  there  have 
been  no  perukes  singed — no  ladies  frightened — no  hopes 
of  noble  descent  interrupted  by  my  ill-fanciod  jest  ?** 
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***  We  have  seea  no  such  fire-works,  my  lord  ;  and 
your  femdp  dancer,  or  whom  we  now  hear  for  the  first 
time,  earn  forth  in  the  form  of  our  old  acquaintance 
Geoflrejr  Hudson,  whose  dancing  days  are  surely  ended." 

"  Your  Majesty  surprises  me  !  1  heseech  you,  let 
Christian  he  sent  for — Edward  Christian — he  will  be 
found  lodging  in  s  large  old  house  near  Sharper  the  cut- 
ler's, in  the  Strand.  As  I  live  by  bread,  sire,  I  trusted 
him  with  the  arrangement  of  this  matter,  as,  indeed,  the 
dancing-girl  was  his  property.  If  he  has  done  aught  to 
dishonour  my  concert,  or  disparage  my  character,  he 
•hall  die  under  the  baton." 

"  It  is  singular,"  said  the  King,  "  and  I  have  often 
observed  it,  that  this  fellow  Christian  bears  the  blame  of 
all  men's  enormilies — he  performs  the  part  which,  in  a 
great  family,  is  usually  assigned  to  that  miachief-doing 
personage,  Nobody.  When  Chifiinch  blunders,  he  al- 
ways quotes  Christian.  When  ShefGeld  writes  a  lam- 
poon, 1  am  sure  to  hear  of  Christian  having  corrected, 
or  copied,  or  dispersed  it — he  is  the  ami  damni  of  every 
one  .about  my  Court — the  scape-goat,  who  is  to  carry 
away  all  their  iniquities ;  and  he  will  have  a  cruel  load 
to  hear  into  the  wilderness.  But  for  Buckingham's  sins, 
in  particular,  be  is  the  regular  and  uniform  sponsor  ;  and 
I  am  convinced  his  Grace  expects  Christian  should  suffer 
erery  penalty  which  he  has  incurred  in  this  world  or  the 
next." 

"  Not  so,"  with  the  deepest  reverence  replied  the 
Duke.  "  I  have  no  hope  of  being  either  hanged  or 
damned  hy  proxy  ;  but  it  is  clear  some  one  hath  tamper- 
ed with  and  altered  my  device.  If  I  am  accused  of 
aught,  let  me  at  least  hear  the  charge,  and  see  my  ac- 
cuser." 

"  That  is  but  fair,"  said  the  King.  "  Bring  our  lit- 
tle friend  from  behind  the  chimney-hoard.  [Hudson 
being  accordingly  produced,  he  continued.]  There 
auadg  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Repeat  before  him 
the  ule  you  told  us.  Let  him  hear  what  were  ttiosc  con- 
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tents  of  the  bas9-i4ol,  which  were  removed  that  you  mig^t 
rater  it.     Be  not  afraid  of  any  one,  but  speak  the  truth 

boldly.'' 

*^  May  it  please  your  Majesty,"  said  Hudson,  *^  fear 
is  a  thing  unknown  to  me." 

**  His  body  has  no  room  to  bold  such  a  passion ;  or 
there  is  too  little  of  it  to  be  worth  fearing  for,"  said 
Buckingham. — ^^  But  let  him  speak." 

Ere  Hudson  had  completed  his  tale,  Buckingham  in- 
terrupted him  by  exclaiming,  "  Is  it  possible  that  I  can 
be  suspected  by  your  Majesty  on  the  word  of  this  pitiful 
variety  of  the  baboon  tribe  ?" 

<<  Villain-lord,  I  appeal  thee  to  the  combat !"  said  the 
little  man,  highly  offended  at  the  appellation  thus  be- 
stowed on  him. 

"  La  you  there  now  !"  said  the  Duke — "  the  little  an- 
imal is  quite  crazed,  and  de6es  a  man  who  need  ask  do 
other  weapon  than  a  corking-pin  to  run  him  through  the 
lungs,  and  whose  single  kick  could  hoist  him  from  Dover 
to  Calais  without  yatch  or  wherry.  And  what  can  you  ex- 
pect from  an  idiot,  who  is  engoue  of  a  common  rope-danc- 
ing-girl, that  capered  on  a  packthread  at  Ghent  in  Flan- 
ders, unless  they  were  to  club  their  talents  to  set  up  a 
booth  at  Bartholomew-Fair  ? — ^Is  it  not  plain,  that  sup- 
posing the  little  animal  is  not  malicious,  as  indeed  his 
whole  kind  bear  a  general  and  most  cankered  malice 
against  those  who  have  the  ordinary  proportions  of  hu- 
manity  Grant,  I  say,  that  this  were  not  a  malicious 

falsehood  of  his,  why,  what  does  it  amount  to  ? — That 
he  has  mistaken  squibs  and  Chinese  crackers  for  arms ! 
He  says  not  he  himself  touched  or  handled  them ;  and 
judging  by  the  sight  alone,  I  question  if  the  infirm  old 
creature,  when  any  whim  or  preconception  hath  posses- 
sion of  his  noddle,  can  distinguish  betwixt  a  blunderbuss 
and  a  black  pudding." 

The  horrible  clamour  which  the  dwarf  made  so  soon 
as  he  heard  this  disparagement  of  his  military  skill — the 
haste  with  which  he  blundered  out  a  detail  of  liis  warlike 
experiences — and  the  absurd  grimaces  which  he  made 
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in  order  to  enforce  bis  stoiy,  provoked  not  only  tlie  riGi- 
1>ililj  of  Cborlea,  but  even  of  tbe  statesmen  around  him, 
and  sdded  absurdity  to  the  motley  complexion  of  the 
■oeiie.  Tbe  King  terminated  tliis  dispute,  by  commaed- 
ing  the  dwarf  to  withdraw. 

'  A  more  regular  discussion  of  bis  evidence  was  tben 
resamed,  and  Ormond  was  the  first  who  pointed  out,  that 
k  went -fartlier  than  had  been  noticed,  since  the  little  man 
bad  mentioned  a  certain  extraordinary  and  treasonable 
eoDTersaiion  held  by  the  Duke's  dependants,  by  whom 
be  had  been  conreyed  to  the  palace. 

"  I  am  sure  not  to  lack  my  Lord  of  Orraond's  good 
word,"  said  tbe  Duke,  scornfully ;  "  but  I  defy  bim  dike, 
and  all  my  other  enemies,  and  shall  find  it  easy  to  show 
that  this  alleged  conspiracy,  if  any  groueds  for  it  at  all 
exist,  IS  a  mere  shain>plot,  got  up  to  turn  ibe  odium  justly 
attached  to  tbe  Papists  upon  the  Protestants.  Here  is  a 
balf-hanged  creature,  who,  on  tbe  very  day  he  escapes 
from  the  gallows,  which  many  believe  was  bis  most  de> 
served  destiny,  comes  to  take  away  the  reputation  of  a 
Protestant  Peer — and,  on  what  ? — on  tlie  treasonable  con- 
versation of  three  or  four  German  fiddlers,  beard  through 
ibe  sound-boles  of  a  violoncello,  and  iliat,  too,  when  the 
creature  was  incased  in  it,  and  mounted  on  a  man's  shoul- 
ders ■  Tbe  urchin,  too,  in  repeating  their  language,  sliows 
be  understands  German  as  little  as  my  borse  does  ;  and 
if  be  did  rightly  hear,  truly  comprehend,  and  accurately 
report  what  they  said,  still,  is  my  honour  to  be  touched  by 
the  language  held  by  such  persons  as  these  are,  ivitli  whom, 
I  have  never  communicated,  otherwise  than  men  of  my 
rank  do  with  those  of  their  callmg  and  capacity  ? — Pardon 
me,  sire,  if  I  presume  to  say,  that  the  profound  states- 
men who  endeavoured  to  stifle  the  Popish  coospiiacy  by 
the  pretended  Meal-tub  Plot,  will  uke  little  more  credit 
by  their  figments  about  fiddles  and  concertos." 

Tbe  assistant  counsellors  looked  at  each  other ;  and 
Charles  turned  on  bis  heel,  and  walked  through  the 
room  with  long  steps. 
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At  this  period  the  Peverils,  father  and  son,  were  «d- 
nouDced  to  have  reached  the  palace,  and  were  ordereJ 
into  the  royal  presence. 

These  gentlemen  had  received  the  royal  mandate  at  a 
moment  of  great  interest.  After  being  dismissed  from 
their  confinement  by  the  elder  Bridgenorth,  in  the  manner 
and  upon  the  terms  which  tlie  reader  must  have  gathered 
from  the  conversation  of  the  latter  with  Christian,  they 
reached  the  lodgings  of  Lady  Peveril,  who  awaited  them 
with  joy,  mingled  with  terror  and  uncertainty.  The  news 
of  the  acquittal  had  reached  her  by  the  exertions  of  the 
faithful  Lance  Outram,  but  her  mind  had  been  since  ha- 
rassed by  the  long  delay  of  their  appearance,  and  ru- 
mours of  disturbances  which  had  taken  place  in  Fleet- 
Street  and  in  the  Strand. 

When  the  first  rapturous  meeting  was  over,  Lady  Pe- 
veril, with  an  anxious  look  towards  her  son,  as  if  recom- 
mending caution,  said  she  was  now  about  to  present  to 
him  the  daughter  of  an  old  friend,  whom  he  had  nfrer 
(there  was  an  emphasis  on  the  word)  seen  before. 
"  This  young  lady,"  she  continued,  "  was  the  only  child 
of  Colonel  Milford,  in  North  Wales,  who  had  sent  her  to 
remain  under  her  guardianship  for  an  interval,  finding  him- 
self unequal  to  attempt  the  task  of  her  education." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  Sir  Geoffrey,  "  Dick  Milford  must  be 
old  now — beyond  the  threescore  and  ten,  I  tliink.  He 
was  no  chicken,  though  a  cock  of  the  game,  when  he  join- 
ed the  Marquis  of  Hertford  at  Nampiwich  with  two  hun- 
dred wild  Welchmen. — Before  George,  Julian,  I  love  that 
girl  as  if  shexTeremy  own  flesh  and  blood  !  Lady  Pev- 
eril would  never  have  got  through  this  work  without  her  ; 
and  Dick  Mitford  sent  me  a  thousand  pieces,  too,  in  ex- 
cellent time,  when  (here  was  scarce  a  cross  to  keep  the 
devil  from  dancing  in  our  pockets,  much  more  for  these 
law-doings.  I  used  it  without  scruple,  for  there  is  wood 
ready  to  be  cut  at  Martindale  when  we  get  down  there, 
and  Dick  Mitford  knows  I  would  have  done  the  like  for 
him.  Strange  that  he  should  have  been  the  only  one  of 
my  friends  to  reflect  I  might  want  a  few  pieces  " 
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ilst  Sir  Geofirey  thus  ran  on,  the  meeting  betwixt 
and  Julian  Peveril  was  accomplished,  wilbout  any 
liar  nollce  on  his  side,  escept  to  say,  "  KJss  ber, 
—kiss  her.  What  the  devil  !  is  that  the  way  you 
1  to  accdst  a  lady  at  the  Isle  of  Man,  as  if  ber  lips 

red-!iot  horse-shoe  ? — And  do  not  you  be  offended, 
;tty  one  ;  Juhan  is  naturally  bashful,  and  has  been 
y  BD  old  lady,  but  you  will  find  him,  by  and  by,  as 

as  thou  hast  founii  me,  my  princess. — And  now, 

Peveril,  to  dinner,  to  dinner  ! — thffold  fox  must 
is  belly-timber,  ihougli  the  hounds  have  been  after 
e  whole  day." 

ce,  whose  joyous  congratulations  were  next  to  be 
;one,  bad  the  consideration  to  cut  them  short,  in 
to  provide  a  plain  but  hearty  meal  from  the  next 
-shop,  at  which  JuUkn  sat  like  one  enchanted,  he- 
lls mistress  and  his  mother.  He  easily  conceived 
e  last  was  the  confidential  friend  to  whom  Bridge- 
bad  finally  committed  the  charge  of  bis  daughter, 
s  only  anxiety  now  was,  to  anticipate  the  confusion 
IS  likely  to  arise  when  ber  real  parentage  was  made 

to  bis  father.  Wisely,  however,  he  suffered  not 
inticipatjons  to  interfere  with  the  delight  of  his  pres- 
uation,  in  the  course  of  which,  many  slight  but  de- 
I  tokens  of  recognition  were  exchanged,  without 
e,  under  the  eye  of  Lady  Peveril,  under  cover  of 
isterous  mirih  of  the  old  Baronet,  who  spoke  for 
at  for  four,  and  drank  wine  for  half-a-dozen.  His 
ss  In  the  latter  exercise  might  have  proceeded  rather 
,  had  he  not  been  interrupted  by  a  gentleman  bear- 
!  King's  orders,  that  he  should  instantly  attend  up- 

presence  at  Whitehall,  end  bring  his  son  along  with 

ly  Peveril  was  alarmed,  and  Alice  grew  pale  with 
Ihetic  anxiety  ;  but  the  old  Knight,  who  never  saw 
ban  what  lay  straight  before  him,  set  it  down  to  the 
hasty  anxiety  to  congratulate  bim  on  his  escape  ; 
!rest  on  his  Majesty's  part  which  be  considered  hy 
ang  extravagant,  conscious  that  it  was  reciprocal  oa 
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his  own  side.  It  came  upoD  him,  indeed,  whh  the  toon 
joyful  surprise,  that  he  had  received  a  previoiis  Unt,  era 
he  left  the  court  of  justice,  that  it  would  be  prudent  k 
him  to  go  down  to  Martindale  before  presenting  himself 
at  Court, — a  restriction  w^hich  he  supposed  as  repogaaDt 
to  his  Majesty's  feelings  as  it  was  to  his  own. 

While  he  consulted  with  Lance  Outram  about  cleaniog 
his  bufT-belt  and  sword-hilt,  as  well  as  time  admitted,  Lady 
Peveril  had  the  means  to  give  Julian  more  distinct  infor- 
mation, that  Mce  was  under  her  protection  by  her  father's 
authority,  and  with  his  consent  to  tlieir  union,  if  it  could 
be  accomplished.  She  added;  that  it  was  her  determiaa- 
tion  to  employ  tlie  mediation  of  the  Countess  of  Derby, 
to  overcome  the  obstacles  which  might  be  foreseen  oa 
the  part  of  Sir  Geoffirey. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

•  lo  the  King's  aame 

Let  fall  }-our  s\«'ords  aixl  daggers. 

Critic. 

When  the  father  and  son  entered  the  cabinet  of  audi- 
ence, it  was  easily  visible  that  Sir  Geoffrey  had  obeyed 
the  summons  as  he  would  have  done  the  trumpet's  call  to 
horse  ;  and  his  dishevelled  grey  locks  and  half-arranged 
dress,  though  they  showed  zeal  and  haste,  such  as  be 
would  have  used  when  Charles  I.  called  him  to  attend  a 
council  of  war,  seemed  rather  indecorous  in  a  paci6c 
drawing-room.  He  paused  at  the  door  of  the  cabinet,  but 
when  the  King  called  on  him  to  advance,  came  hastily 
forward,  with  every  feeling  of  his  earlier  and  later  life 
afloat  and  contending  in  his  memory,  threw  himself  on 
his  knees  before  the  King,  seized  his  hand,  and,  without 
even  an  effort  to  speak,  wept  aloud.     Charles,  who  gen- 
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jMiHr  felt  deeply  so  long  as  an  impressive  object  was  be- 
fore bis  ey«s,  indulged  for  a  moment  the  old  man's  rapture. 

*  My  good  Sir  Geoffrey,"  he  said,  "  you  have  had 
e  hard  measure  ;  we  owe  you  amends,  and  will  find 
fiaie  to  pay  our  debt." 

•*  No  suffering — ^no  debt,"  said  the  old  man ;  "  I  cared 
vol.  what  the  rogues  said  of  me; — I  knew  they  could  never 
get  twelve  honest  fellows  to  believe  a  word  of  their  most 
aamnable  lies.  I  did  long  to  beat  them  when  they  called 
me  traitor  to  your  Majesty — that  I  confess — But  to  have 
fiicb  an  early  opportunity  of  paying  my  duty  to  your  Ma- 
jesty overpays  it  all.  The  villains  would  have  persuaded 
me  I  ought  not  to  come  to  Court — aha  1" 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  perceived  that  the  King  colour* 
ed  much  ;  for  in  trudi  it  was  from  the  Court  that  the 
private  intimation  had  been  given  to  Sir  Geofirey  to  go 
down  to  the  country,  without  appearing  at  Whitehall ;  and 
be,  moreover,  suspected  that  the  jolly  old  Knight  had  not 
risen  from  his  dinner  altogether  dry-lipped,  after  the  fa- 
tigues of  a  day  so  agitating. — "  My  old  friend,"  he  whis- 
pered, "  you  forget  that  your  son  is  to  be  presented — 
permit  me  to  have  that  honour." 

"  I  crave  your  Grace's  pardon  humbly,"  said  Sir  Geof- 
frey, "  but  it  is  an  honour  I  design  for  myself,  as  I  appre- 
hend no  one  can  so  utterly  surrender  and  deliver  him  up 
to  his  Majesty's  service  as  the  father  diat  begot  him  is 
entitled  to  do. — Julian,  come  forward,  and  kneel. — Here 
he  is,  please  your  Majesty — Julian  Peveril— a  chip  of  the 
old  block — as  stout,  though  scarce  so  tall  a  tree,  as  the 
old  trunk  when  at  the  freshest.  Take  him  to  you,  sir,  for 
a  faitliful  servant,  a  vendre  et  a  pendre,  as  the  French 
say ;  if  he  fears  fire  or  steel,  axe  or  gallows,  in  your  Ma- 
jesty's service,  I  renounce  him — he  is  no  son  of  mine — 1 
disown  him,  and  he  may  go  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  Isle 
of  Dogs,  or  the  Isle  of  De\'ils,  for  what  I  care." 

Charles  winked  to  Ormond,  and  having,  with  his  wont- 
ed courtesy,  expressed  his  thorough  conviction  that  Julian 
would  imitate  the  loyally  of  his  ancestors,  and  especially 
of  his  father,  added,  that  he,  believed  his  Grace  of  Ormond 
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had  something  to  communicate  which  was  of  cooseqaeoca 
to  his  service.  Sir  Geoffirey  made  his  military  revereace 
at  tliis  hint,  and  marched  off  in  the  rear  of  the  Duke,  who 
proceeded  to  inquire  of  him  concerning  the  events  of  the 
day.  Cliarles,  m  the  meanwhile,  having,  in  the  first  place, 
ascertained  that  the  son  was  not  in  the  same  genial  con- 
dition with  the  father,  demanded  and  received  from  him 
a  precise  account  of  all  the  proceedings  subsequent  to  the 
trial. 

Julian,  with  the  plainness  and  precision  which  such  a  sub- 
ject demanded,  when  treated  in  such  a  presence,  narrat- 
ed all  that  had  happened,  down  to  the  entrance  of  Bridse- 
uorth  ;  and  his  Majesty  was  so  umch  pleased  with  his 
manner,  that  he  congratulated  Arlington  on  their  having 
gained  the  evidence  of  at  least  one  man  of  sense  to  these 
dark  and  mysterious  events.  But  when  Bridgenorth  was 
brought  upon  the  scene,  Julian  hesitated  to  bestow  a  name 
upon  him  ;  and  although  he  mentioned  the  chapel  which 
he  had  seen  filled  with  men  in  arms,  and  the  violent  lan- 
guage of  the  preacher,  ho  added,  with  earnestness,  that 
nolwithstandiiifi:  all  this,  the  men  departed  witliout  coming 
to  any  extremity,  and  had  ail  left  the  place  before  bis 
father  and  he  were  set  at  liberty. 

"  And  you  retired  quietly  to  your  dinner  in  Fleet-Street, 
young  man,"  said  the  King,  severely,  "  without  giving  a 
magistrate  notice  of  the  dangerous  meeting  which  was 
held  in  the  vicinity  of  our  palace,  and  who  did  not  conceal 
their  inte.ntion'of  proceeding  to  cxlremilies  r" 

Peveril  blushed,  and  was  silent.  The  King  frowned, 
and  stepped  aside  to  communicate  with  Orniond,  who  re- 
ported that  the  father  scorned  to  have  known  nothing  of 
the  matter. 

"  And  the  son,  I  am  sorry  to  say,''  said  the  King, 
"  seems  more  unwilling  to  speak  the  truth  than  I  should 
have  expected.  W'c  have  all  variety  of  evidence  in  this 
singular  investigntion — a  mad  witness  like  the  dwarf,  a 
drunken  witness  like  the  father,  and  now  a  dumb  witness. 
— Yoinig  man/'  he  continncMJ,  addressing  Julian,  "  your 
behaviour  is  less  frank  than  J  expected  from  your  father's 
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^scm-  I  mutt  know  wbo  this  persoD  is  with  whom  you  held 
'nch  familiar  intercouree — ^jrou  know  him,  I  presume  ?" 
'  Ju£an  acknowledged  that  he  did,  but,  kneeling  on  one 
knee,  entreated  his  Majesty's  forgivGness  for  concealing 
Ilia  name ;  "  he  had  been  freed,"  be  said,  "  from  bis  con- 
fioement,  on  promising  to  that  effect." 

"  That  was  a  promise  made,  by  your  own  account, 
noder  compuIsioD,"  answered  the  King,  "  and  1  cannot 
autborixe  your  keeping  it ;  it  is  your  duty  to  speak  the 
tnitb— if  you  are  afraid  of  Buckingbain,  the  Duke  shall 
withdraw." 

"  I  have  no  reason  to  fear  the  Duke  of  Buckingham," 
•aid  Peveril ;  "  that  1  had  an  afiair  with  one  of  bis  house- 
bold,  was  tbe  man's  own  fault,  aud  not  mine." 

"  Oddsfisb  !"  said  tbe  King,  "  the  light  begins  to  break 
in  on  me~-I  thought  I  remembered  tby  physiognomy. 
WctI  thou  not  the  veiy  fcUow  whom  I  met  at  Chiflincli's 
yonder  morning  ? — The  matter  escaped  me  siuce  ;  but 
DOW  I  recollect  tliou  saidst  tlicn,  that  tbou  wert  the  son  of 
that  jolly,  old,  three-bottle  Baronet  yonder." 

*'  It  is  true,"  said  Julian,  "  that  I  met  your  Majesty  at 
Master  ChiSnch's,  and  I  ara  afraid  had  the  misfortune  to 
di^lease  you  ;  but — — " 

"  No  more  of  that,  young  man — no  more  of  that — But 
I  recollect  you  bad  with  you  that  beautiful  dancing  siren. 
—Buckingham,  I  will  hold  you  gold  to  silver,  that  she  was 
the  intended  tenant  of  that  basG-Gddle  ?" 

"  Your  Majesty  has  rightly  guessed  it,"  said  the  Duke ; 
"  and  1  suspect  sbe  has  put  a  trick  upon  me,  by  substitut- 
ing the  dwarf  in  ber  place  ;  for  Christian  thinks " 

"  Damn  Christian  !"  said  the  King,  hastily — "  1  wish 
ibey  would  bring  him  hither,  that  universal  referee."-—- 
And  as  tbe  wish  was  uttered.  Christian's  arrival  was  an- 
nounced. "  Let  him  attend,"  said  the  King  :  "  But  hark 
—a  thought  strikes  me. — Here,  Master  Peveril — yonder 
dancing  maiden,  that  introduced  you  to  us  by  (he  singular 
agility  of  her  performance,  is  sbe  not,  by  your  account  a 
dnpendant  on  the  Countess  of  Derby  ?" 
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**  I  have  known  her  such  for  years,"  answered  Julian. 

*<  Then  w^ill  we  call  the  Countess  hither,"  said  the 
King :  '^  It  is  fit  we  should  learn  who  this  little  fairy  really 
is ;  and  if  she  be  now  so  absolutely  at  the  beck  of  Buck- 
ingham, and  this  Master  Christian  of  his — why,  I  think  it 
would  be  but  charity  to  let  her  ladyship  know  so  much, 
since  I  question  if  she  will  wish,  in  that  case,  to  retain  her 
in  her  service.  Besides,"  he  continued,  speaking  apart, 
"  tliis  Julian,  to  whom  suspicion  attaches  in  these  matters 
from  his  obstinate  silence,  is  also  of  the  Countesses  house- 
hold. We  will  sift  this  matter  to  the  bottom,  and  do  jus- 
tice to  all." 

The  Countess  of  Derby,  hastily  summoned,  entered 
the  royal  closet  at  one  door,  just  as  Christian  and  Zarab, 
or  Fcnella,  were  ushered  in  by  the  other.  The  old 
Knight  of  Martindale,  who  had  ere  this  returned  to  the 
presence,  was  scarce  controlled,  even  by  the  signs  which 
she  made,  so  much  was  he  desirous  of  greeting  his  old 
friend  ;  but  as  Ormond  laid  a  kind,  restraining  hand  upou 
his  arm,  lie  was  prevailed  on  to  sit  still. 

The  Countess,  after  a  deep  reverence  to  the  King,  ac- 
knowledged the  rest  of  the  nobility  present  by  a  slighter 
reverence,  smiled  to  Julian  Peveril,  and  looked  with  sur- 
prise at  the  unexpected  apparition  of  Fenella.  Buck- 
ingham bit  his  lip,  for  he  saw  the  introduction  of  Lady 
Derby  was  likely  to  confuse  and  embroil  every  prepaw- 
tion  which  he  had  arranged  for  his  defence;  and  he  stole 
a  glance  at  Christian,  whose  eye,  when  fixed  on  the 
Countess,  assumed  the  deadly  sharpness  which  sparkles 
in  tJ)o  adder's,  while  his  cheek  grew  almost  black  under 
the  influence  of  strong  emotion. 

'*  Is  there  any  one  in  this  presence  whom  your  lady- 
ship recognizes,"  said  the  King,  graciously,  "  besides 
your  old  friends  of  Ormond  and  Arlington  ?" 

"  1  see,  my  Liege,  two  worthy  friends  of  my  husband's 
house,"  replied  the  Countess  ;    *'  Sir  Geoffiey  Peveril 
and  his  son — the  latter  a  distinguished  member  of  ni 
son's  household." 

"  Any  one  else  ?"  continued  the  King. 
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"  Ad  unfortunate  Temale  of  my  family,  who  disappear- 
ed from  the  Island  of  Man  al  the  same  time  when  Julian 
Peverillcfl  it  upon  business  of  importance.  She  was 
ifaouKht  to  have  fallen  from  the  cliff  into  the  sea." 

"  Had  your  ladyship  any  reason  to  suspect — pardon 
me,"  said  the  King,  "  for  pulling  such  a  question — any 
improper  intimacy  between  Master  Peveril  and  this  same 
female  attendant  ?" 

"  My  Liege,"  said  the  Countess,  colouring  indignant- 
ly, *'  my  household  is  of  reputation." 

"  Nay,  my  lady,  be  not  angry,"  said  the  King  ;  "  I 
did  but  ask — such  things  will  befall  in  the  best-regulated 
families." 

"  Not  in  mine,  sire,"  said  the  Countess.  "  Besides 
that,  in  common  pride  and  i:i  common  honesty,  Julian 
Peveril  is  incapable  of  intriguing  with  an  unhappy  crea- 
ture, removed  by  her  misfortune  almost  beyond  the  limits 
of  humanity." 

Zarah  looked  at  her,  and  compressed  her  lips,  as  if  to 
keep  in  (he  words  that  would  fain  break  from  them. 

"  I  know  not  how  it  is,"  said  the  King — "  What  your 
ladyship  says  may  be  true  in  the  main,  yet  men's  tastes 
liave  strange  vagories.  This  girl  is  lost  in  Man  so  soon 
OS  the  youth  leaves  it,  and  is  found  in  St.  James's  Park, 
bouncing  and  dancing  like  a  fairy,  so  soon  as  he  appears 
in  London." 

"  Impossible !"  said  the  Countess ;  "  she  cannot  dance." 

"1  believe,"  said  the  King,  "  she  can  do  more  feats 
than  your  ladyship  either  suspects  or  would  approve  of." 

Tlie  Countess  drew  up,  and  was  indignantly  silent. 
Tire  King  proceeded — "  No  sooner  is  Peveril  in  New- 
gate, than,  by  the  account  of  the  venerable  little  gentle- 
man, this  merry  maiden  is  even  there  also  for  company. 
Now,  without  inquiring  how  she  got  in,  I  think  charitably 
that  she  had  better  taste  than  to  come  there  on  the  dwarf^ 
accotmt. — Ah  ha  !  I  think  Master  Julian  is  touched  in 
conscience  !" 

Julian  did  indeed  start  as  the  King  spoke,  for  it  re- 
minded him  of  the  midnight  vbit  in  his  cell. 
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Tbe  King  looked  fixedly  at  him,  and  then  proceeded 
— ^  Well,  gentlemen,  Peveril  is  carried  to  his  trial,  and 
is  no  sooner  at  liberty,  than  we  find  him  in  the  house 
where  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  arranging  what  be 
calls  a  musical  mask. — Egad,  I  hold  it  next  to  certain, 
that  this  wench  put  the  change  on  his  Grace,  and  pop 
the  poor  dwarf  into  the  bass-viol,  reserving  her  own  more 
precious  hours  to  be  spent  with  Master  Julian  Perecil.— 
Think  you  not  so.  Sir  Christian,  you,  the  imiversal  ref- 
eree ?  Is  there  any  truth  in  this  conjecture  ?* 

Christian  stole  a  glance  oo  Zarah,  and  read  that  in  her 
eye  which  embarrassed  him.  ^  He  did  not  know,"  be 
said ;  '^  he  had  indeed  engaged  this  unrivalled  perfenner 
to  take  the  proposed  part  in  the  mask  ;  and  she  wisto 
have  come  fioNrth  in  the  midst  of  a  shower  of  lambent  fire^ 
very  artificially  prepared  with  perfiimes,  to  overcome  the 
smell  of  the  powder ;  but  he  knew  not  iHiy— excepting 
that  she  was  wilful  and  capricious,  like  all  great  geniuses, 
— she  had  certainly  spoiled  the  concert  by  cramming  in 
that  more  bulkv  dwarf.'' 

"  I  should  like,''  said  the  King,  ^<  to  see  this  b'ule 
maiden  stand  forth  and  bear  witness,  in  such  manner  as 
she  can  express  herself,  on  this  mysterious  matter.  Can 
any  one  here  understand  her  mode  of  communicatioo  7" 

Christian  said,  he  knew  something  of  it  since  be  had 
become  acquainted  with  her  in  London.  The  Countess 
spoke  not  till  tbe  King  asked  her,  and  then  owned  drvly, 
that  she  had  necessarily  some  habitual  means  of  inter- 
course with  one  who  bad  been  immediately  about  ber 
person  for  so  many  years. 

**  I  should  think,"  said  Charles,  '*  that  this  same  Mas- 
ter Julian  Pereril  has  the  more  direct  key  to  ber  lan- 
guage, after  all  we  have  heard." 

The  King  looked  first  at  Pereril,  who  blushed  like  a 
maiden  at  the  inference  which  the  King's  remark  implied, 
and  then  suddenly  turned  his  eyes  oo  the  supposed  route, 
on  whose  cheek  a  faint  colour  was  dying  away.  A  mo- 
ment afterwards,  at  a  signal  from  the  Countess,  Fenella. 
OT  'iarah.  stepped  fon;*'3rd,  and,  having  kneeled  down 
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.  BDil  kissed  hor  Lady's  hand,  stood  wlth.her  arms  folded 
on  her  breast,  with  an  humble  air,  as  difiereat  from  that 
TPbicfa  she  vore  in  the  liaram  of  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
bam,  as  that  of  a  Magdalen  from  a  Judith.  Yet  this  was 
tfae  least  show  of  her  talent  of  versatility,  for  so  well  did 
■be  play  tlie  part  of  the  dumb  girl,  that  Buckioghain, 
aharp  as  his  discernment  was,  remained  undecided  wheth- 
er the  creature  which  stood  before  him  could  possibly  be 
the  same  willi  her,  who  had,  in  a  difTercnt  dress,  made 
sach  an  impression  on  his  imagination,  or  indeed  was  the 
imperfect  creature  she  now  represented.  She  had  at 
once  all  that  could  mark  the  imperfection  of  hearing,  and 
all  that  could  show  the  wonderful  address  by  which  na- 
ture so  often  makes  up  for  the  deficiency.  There  was 
tfae  lip  that  trembled  not  at  any  sound — ihe  seeming  in- 
•ensibility  to  the  conversation  which  passed  around  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  quick  and  vivid  glance, 
that  seemed  anxious  to  devour  the  meaning  of  those 
sounds,  which  she  could  gather  no  otherwise  than  by  the 
motion  of  th^  lips. 

Examined  after  her  own  fashion,  Zarah  conHrmed  .the 
tale  of  Christian  in  all  its  points,  and  admitted  that  she 
had  deranged  the  project  laid  for  a  mask,  by  placing  the 
dwarf  in  ber  own  stead  ;  the  cause  of  hur  doing  so  she 
declined  to  assign,  and  the  Countess  pressed  hor  no 
farther. 

"  Every  thing  tells  to  exculpate  my  Lord  of  Bucking- 
liam,"  said  Charles,  "  from  so  absurd  an  accusation  :  the 
dwarfs  testimony  is  too  fantastic,  that  of  tlie  two  Peverils 
does  not  in  the  least  affect  the  Duke  ;  that  of  tlie  dumb 
damsel  completely  contradicts  the  possibility  of  his  guilt. 
Methinks,  my  lords,  we  should  acquaint  him  that  he  stands 
acquitted  of  a  complaint,  too  ridiculous  to  bavc  ever  been 
subjected  to  a  more  serious  scrutiny  than  we  have  hastily 
made  upon  this  occasion." 

Arlington  bowed  in  acquiescence,  but  Onnond  sptike 
plainly. — "  1  sliould  suffer,  sire,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  brilliant  as  his  lulents  arc  known 


830  FBYSStL  OF  THB  PBAK« 

to  be,  should  I  say  that  I  am  satisfied  io  my  own  mind  oo 
this  occasion.  But  I  subscribe  to  the  sprit  of  the  times ; 
and  I  agree  it  would  be  highly  dangerous,  on  such  accu- 
sations as  we  have  been  able  to  collect,  to  impeach  the 
character  of  a  zealous  Protestant  like  his  Grace — ^Had 
he  been  a  Catholic,  under  such  circumstances  of  suspi* 
cion,  the  Tower  had  been  too  good  a  prison  for  him.*^ 

Buckingham  bowed  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  a 
meaning  which  even  his  triumph  could  not  disguise.— 
*^  Tu  me  la  pagherai  /"  he  muttered,  in  a  tone  of  deep 
and  abiding  resentment ;  but  the  stout  old  Irishman,  who 
had  long  since  braved  his  utmost  wrath,  cared  little  for 
this  expression  of  his  displeasure. 

The  King  then,  signing  to  the  other  nobles  to  pass  into 
the  public  apartments,  stopped  Buckingham  as  he  was 
about  to  follow  them  ;  and,  when  they  were  alone,  ask- 
ed, with  a  significant  tone,  which  brought  all  the  blood 
in  the  Duke's  veins  into  his  countenance,  "  When  was  it, 
George,  that  your  useful  friend  Colonel  Blood  became  a 
musician  ? — You  are  silent,"  he  said  ;  "  do  not  deny  the 
charge,  for  yonder  villain,  once  seen,  is  remembered  for 
ever.  Down,  down  on  your  knees,  George,  and  acknowl- 
edge that  you  have  abused  my  easy  temper. — Seek  for 
no  apology — none  will  serve  your  turn.  I  saw  the  man 
myself,  among  your  Germans  as  you  call  them  ;  and  you 
know  what  I  must  needs  believe  from  such  a  circum- 
stance." 

"  Believe  that  I  have  been  guilty — most  guilty,  my 
Liege  and  King,"  said  the  Duke,  conscience-struck,  and 
kneeling  down  ; — "  believe  that  I  was  misguided — that  I 
was  mad — Believe  anything  but  that  I  was  capable  of 
harming,  or  being  accessory  to  harm,  your  person." 

"  I  do  not  believe  it,"  said  the  King  ;  "  I  think  of  you, 
Villiers,  as  the  companion  of  my  dangers  and  ray  exile, 
and  am  so  far  from  supposing  you  mean  worse  than  you 
say,  that  I  am  convinced  you  acknowledge  more  than  you 
ever  meant  to  attempt." 
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"  By  all  tliat  is  sacred,"  eaid  the  Duke,  still  kneeling, 
"  bail  1  not  been  involved  to  tlie  extent  of  life  ahd  fortune 
wUh  the  villain  Chnslian " 

"  Nay,  if  jou  bring  Christian  on  the  stage  again,"  said 
the  King,  smiling,  "  it  is  time  for  me  to  withdraw.  Come, 
Villiers,  rise — I  forgive  tliee,  and  only  recommend  one  act 
of  penance — the  curse  you  yourself  bestowed  on  the  dog 
who  bit  you — marriage,  and  retirement  to  your  country- 
seat." 

The  Duke  rose  abashed,  and  followed  the  Kiu^  into 
the  circle,  which  Charies  entered,  leaning  on  the  shoulder 
of  his  repentant  peer  ;  to  whom  he  showed  so  much 
countenance,  as  led  the  most  acute  observers  present,  to 
doubt  the  possibility  of  there  existing  any  real  cause  for 
the  surmises  to  the  Duke's  prejudice. 

The  Countess  of  Derby  bad  in  tlie  meanwhile  consult- 
ed with  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  Peverils,  and  with 
ber  other  friends  ;  and,  by  tlieir  unanimous  advice,  though 
with  con^derable  difficulty,  became  satisfied,  that  to  have 
thus  shown  herself  at  Couri,  was  sufficient  to  vindicate 
the  honour  of  her  house  ;  and  that  it  was  her  wisest 
course,  after  having  done  so,  to  retire  to  her  insular  do- 
minions, without  farther  provoking  the  resentment  of  a 
powerful  faction.  She  took  farewell  of  the  King  in  form, 
and  demanded  his  permission  to  carry  back  with  her  the 
helpless  creature  who  bad  so  strangely  escaped  from  her 
protection,  into  a  world  where  her  condition  rendered  her 
so  subject  to  every  species  of  misfortune. 

"  Will  your  ladyship  forgive  me  ?"  said  Charles.  "  I 
have  studied  your  sex  bng — 1  am  mistaken  if  your  little 
maiden  is  not  as  capable  of  caring  for  herself  as  any  of 
us." 

"  Impossible  !"  said  the  Couutess. 

*  Possible,  and  most  true,"  whispered  the  King.  "  I 
will  instantly  convince  you  of  the  fact,  though  the  experi- 
ment is  too  delicate  to  be  made  by  any  but  your  ladyship. 
Yonder  she  stands,  looking  as  if  she  heard  no  more  than 
the  marble  pillar  against  which  she  leans.  Now,  if  Lady 
Derby  will  contrive  either  to  place  her  hand  neat  tho  ra- 
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gion  of  the  damsel's  heart,  or  at  least  on  her  arm,  so  that 
she  can  feel  the  sensation  of  the  blood  when  the  puke 
increases,  then  do  you,  my  Lord  of  Orraond,  beckon  Jo- 
lian  Peveril  out  of  sight — I  will  show  you  in  a  momeot 
that  it  can  stir  at  sounds  spoken." 

The  Countess,  much  surprised,  afraid  of  some  embar- 
rassing pleasantry  on  the  part  of  Charles,  yet  unable  to 
repress  her  curiosity,  placed  herself  near  Fenella,  as  she 
called  her  little  mute  ;  and,  while  making  signs  to  her, 
contrived  to  place  her  hand  on  her  wri^. 

At  this  moment  the  King,  passing  near  them,  said, 
*^  This  is  a  horrid  deed — the  villain  Christian  has  stabbed 
young  Peveril !" 

The  mute  evidence  of  the  pulse,  which  bounded  asK 
a  cannon  had  been  discharged  close  by  the  poor  girl's  ear, 
was  accompanied  by  such  a  loud  scream  of  agony,  as  (fis- 
trcssed,  while  it  startled,  the  good-natured  Monarch  bim* 
self.  "  I  did  but  jest,"  he  said  ;  "  Julian  is  well,  my 
pretty  maiden.  I  only  used  the  wand  of  a  certain  blind 
deity,  called  Cupid,  to  bring  a  deaf  and  dumb  vassal  of 
his  to  the  exercise  of  her  faculties."*'** 

"  I  am  boiraycd  !"  she  said,  with  her  eyes  6xed  on  the 
ground — "  I  am  betrayed  ! — and  it  is  fit  that  she,  whose 
life  has  been  spent  in  practising  treason  on  others,  should 
be  cau|;hl  in  her  own  snare. — But  where  is  my  tutor  in 
iniquity  ? — Where  is  Christian,  who  taught  me  to  play  the 
part  of  spy  on  ibis  unsuspicious  lady,  until  I  had  well  nigh 
delivered  her  into  his  bloody  hands  ?" 

"  This,"  said  tbe  King,  "  craves  more  secret  exami- 
nation. Let  all  leave  the  apartment  who  are  not  imme- 
diately connected  with  these  proceedings,  and  let  this 
Gbristian  be  again  brought  before  us. — Wretched  man," 
he  continued,  addressing  Ciirislian,  "  what  wiles  are  these 
you  bave  practised,  and  by  what  extraordinary  means  ?" 

"  She  has  betrayed  mc,  then  !"  said  Christian — *'  Be- 
trayed me  to  bonds  and  death,  merely  for  an  idle  passion, 
which  c;in  never  be  successful  ! — But  know,  Zarah,'*  he 
added,  addressinir  her  stundv,  "  when  niv  life  is  forfeited 
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tongh  lliy  evidence,  tlie  daiiglilcr  lias  murdered  the 
lier  !'* 

The  iiiiroi'Luiute  f^iri  stnred  on  him  In  aMoaisliinec 
'•  You  S!i)H,"  at  length  she  alamniered  forih,  •'  UtQl  1 « 
the  dniightcr  of  your  slaughtered  brollicr  ?" 

"  Tlint  ivas  |iiirlly  lo  reconcile  ibee  to  the  part  ihou 
viett  to  \i\ay  in  my  destined  drama  of  vengennce — partly 
to  hide  what  men  call  the  infamy  of  tliy  birth.  But  my 
daughter  ttiou  art !  aod  from  the  eastern  clime,  in  which 
t!iy  mother  was  born,  you  derive  that  fierce  (orreDl  of 
passion  which  I  laboured  to  train  lo  my  purposes,  but 
which,  turned  into  another  channel,  lias  become  the  cause 
of  jour  father's  destruction. — My  dt^sliny  is  the  ToWbtj  J 
I  suppose  ?" 

He  spoke  these  words  with  great  composure,  and  scarce-^ 
seemed  lo  regard  the  agonies  of  bis  daughter,  who,  thrown 
iug  herself  at  his  feet,  sobbed  and  wept  most  bitterly. 

"  This  must  not  be,"  said  the  King,  moved  willi  com- 
passion Hi  this  scene  of  misery.  "  If  you  consent,  Chri»- 
lian,  10  leave  this  country,  there  is  a  vessel  in  the  rivei 
bound  for  New  England — Go,  carry  your  dailc  intriguai 
to  other  lands." 

"  I  might  dispute  the  sentence,"  snid  Christian,  bold- 
ly ;  "  and  if  I  submit  to  it,  it  is  a  matter  of  ray  own  choice. 
— One  half  hour  had  made  me  even  with  that  proud  wo- 
man, hnt  fortune  hath  cast  the  balance  against  me.— Rise, 
Rirah,  Fenella  no  more  !  Tell  the  Lady  of  Derby,  that, 
Ihe  daughter  of  Edward  Christian,  the  nieco  of  her 
lirdcred  victim,  served  her  as  a  menial,  it  was  but  fof 
6  purpose  of  vengeance— 'raiacrably,  miserably  frusirit* 
ed  ! — Thou  seest  tliy  folly  now — thou  wouldst  follsw 
yonder  ungrateful  stripling — thou  wouldst  forsake  all  other 
ghts  to  gain  his  slightest  notice  ;  and  now,  thou  art  a  . 
m  outcast,  ridiculed  and  iiuultcd  hy  thosu  i 
s  you  might  have  trod,  had  you  governed  i 
h  more  wbdoro ! — But  come,  thou  an  still  my  i^ughta 
e  are  other  skies  limn  that  which  cajiopies  Britain. "j 


8M  PKTSBtl.  »  1WH-FBAX.' 

■*  Stop  him,"  said  ibc  King ;  "  we  mint  know  by  iriat 
means  this  msideo  found  accen  to  thoM  confined  in  00 
prisoas." 

"  I  refer  your  Majes^  to  yonr  moot  Pracestwil  jaSor, 
and  to  the  taoat  Protestant  Peers,  who,  in  order  to  ofalaiii 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  depth  of  the  PoiNah  Rot,  ha» 
eootrired  tbeae  ingenious  apertures  for  nsitiiig  them  m 
their  cetls  iif  night  or  day.  Hb  Grace  of  Buckiiq^ham 
can  assist  yoor  Majesty,  if  you  are  inclined  to  make  the 
bqniry."* 

"  Christian,"  said  the  Duke,  "  thou  art  the  most  hu*- 
freed  viUab  who  ever  brealhed.** 

"  Of  a  commoner,  I  may,"  answered  Christian,  and 
led  his  daughter  out  of  the  preseocc. 

**  See  after  him,  Selby,**  said  the  Kng  ;  »  kne  not 
right  of  turn  till  the  ship  sail ;  if  he  dare  rMnm  to  Biil- 
fin,  it  shall  be  at  his  peril.  Would  to  God  we  bad  as 
good  riddance  of  others  as  dangerous!  And  I  would  also," 
he  added,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  that  all  our  pcrfitical 
intrigues  and  feverish  alarms  could  terminate  as  harm- 
lessly as  now.  Here  is  a  Plot  without  a  drop  of  blood ; 
and  all  the  elements  of  a  romance,  without  its  conclusioa. 
Here  we  have  a  wandering  island  princess,  (I  pray  my 
Lady  of  Derby's  pardon,)  a  dwarf,  a  Moorish  sorceress, 
on  impenitent  rogue,  and  a  repcntnnt  man  of  rank,  and 
yet  all  ends  witliout  either  baugiog  or  marriage." 

"  Not  altogether  without  the  latter,"  said  the  Coun- 
tess, wlio  had  an  opportunity,  during  the  evening,  of  much 
private  conversation  with  Julian  Pevcril.  "  Tliere  is  a 
certain  Major  Bridgenonli,  who,  since  your  Majc^y  re- 
linquishes fartlier  inquiry  into  these  proceedings,  wliich 
he  had  othenvise  intended  to  abide,  designs,  as  we  are 
informed,  to  leave  England  forever.  Now,  this  Bridge- 
north,  by  dint  of  the  law,  Iialh  acquired  strong  possession 
over  the  domains  of  Peveril,  which  he  is  desirous  to  re- 
store to  the  ancient  onuers,  with  much  fair  land  bendes, 
conditionally,  that  our  young  Julian  n-ill  receive  tliem  as 
the  dowery  of  bis  onb"  child  and  heir." 


PBVEUtt    UF   TUB   TKAK. 

"  Bj-  my  failli,"  said  llic  King,  "  slie  must  be  a  f 
favoured  weiich,  indeed,  if  Julian  requires  to  be  pres 
to^ accept  her  on  such  fair  condiliotts." 

'*  They  love  each  other  like  lovers  of  llie  last  age,'' 
aaid  the  Couniess  ;  "  but  the  stout  old  Knight  likes  i  ~ 
the  roundheadcd  alliance." 

"  Our  royal  recommendalion  shall  put  that  lo  rig^hls,'"* 
said  llic  King  ;  "  Sir  Geoflrey  Peveril  has  not  sulTcrcd  | 
hardship  so  often  at  our  tommaiid,  thai  be  will  refuse  our  1 
rvcommcfldalion  when  it  comes  lo  make  liim  aincuds  ""'  ~ 
all  his  loMes." 

It  may  be  supposed  the  King  did  not  speak  wilhoiil 
being  fully  aivare  of  ihe  unlimited  ascendancy  tvhich  Us 
jwssessed  over  llie  spirit  of  the  old  Tory  ;  for,  wiihin 
four  weeks  afterwards,  the  hells  of  Marl  in  dale- MouItra»- 
sie  were  ringing  for  iho  union  of  the  families,  from  whose 
estates  it  takes  its  compound  name,  aiid  the  beacon -light 
of  ihe  Castle  bhiKeri  lii^h  over  liill  and  dali;,  and  sum-' 
iiiuiu^d   all  to  rejoice  wlio  were  wilhiu  twenty  mSes  of 
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NOTES  TO  PEVERII.  OF  THE  PEAK. 


I.  Pud  9.  A  Scotllih  gentlctnaa  in  tilling,  u  ii  wu  empbaticdlj 
lenDAf],  ior  lome  coiif«m  'm  a  JiicobiLe  LdmutccLhiii  or  plotf  was  djtcovered 
Kfritng  B  Dumbvr  of  prdinnry  persom,  by  ihe  luc  of  bia  toothpick. 

S.  Pan  43.  The  Gnt  chwh  receivnl  !iy  Doctor  Dale*  and  hii  coljcagiiel 
in  Ibe  laA  o(  lupporting  the  Plot  hv  Ihcir  leatlmoiiy,  was  in  tliii  maoDer: — 
Alier  n  gDotl  deal  nf  pruvnricBimq,  the  prime  wiloeu  at  length  made  a  direct 
chorp!  agaiinl  Sir  George  Wakeraan,  the  Queen'i  phyiician  of  an  atlenpt 
^lo  poison  Uw  Kinfc,  niiil  even  counccled  the  Quees  wtlli  uiii  aconulioa, 
wbofn  he  repreaented  »  Wakeman'i  accomplin.  Thii  lail  piece  or  eSranlcri' 
recaJlod  itie  King  to  Hme  ({eiwroiu  leDtiiiieali.  "  Tbe  viUBiiu,"  laid  Cbulei, 
■'  think  I  an  lircd  of  my  mre :  bul  they  shall  find  I  will  not  permit  an  inim- 
cent  woman  lo  be  peraoculcd."  Scrom,  Ibe  LonI  Chief-Jusiice,  accord- 
ingiy  received  iuiimcliou  lo  ho  favir^ie  lo  tbe  accused ;  and.  Tor  the  lirat 
liieet  fae  was  so.  Waktiana  n'a.i  acquiltcti,  bul  thought  il  more  ior  iui  nfelj 
lo  mire  abnMd.  Hii  acquillal,  bovrover,  indicnicd  a  Lura  nf  tbe  lide,  wliicll 
bad  to  long  Kl  in  favour  of  llie  Plot,  aiid  of  Uie  nlmcwei  liy  whom  ilbad 
biibetlo  beeu  luppoilcd. 


"  Here  lie>  our  aorereipi  lord  lbs  King, 


4.  Page  41.  The  Dacbea)  of  Portimouih,  Cbarlci  II.'i  favorile  mlilrew  j 
very  unpopular,  al  Ibe  Ikn  oT  tbe  Pupiab  PkM,  a*  mil  from  bcr  reli^on  ai 
her  couuliy,  being  a  FreucbwouHii  and  a  Ualtwlic. 
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NOTKS  TO  PGrERlL  OF  THE  PEAK. 


fT  itriieii  ouniiiijeiily  cn>n.inii»  a  tttar  inij-ii.'*  i> 
.  iiBpnscil  hv  Mul^niiT,  "  If  he  fallf  ii|p*«p  dw  mit>  i*'^ 
•wn,  out  II  ■>  ■■•  ^liv  gMiA  wrnjiiu  ia'itit.  I  wQt  Injpix- btm.  irini  iiiri~c. 
anH  li-ni*  Uie  n-|>imi^  lo  niiwk  Wil  wkk  a  i-wlpH-"  Awl.  io'roiu-V™i:!y 
«ith  iIth  criwunDv  iml  Ivninl  iqliiiiinicin,  that  (thftiuinii^bni  ih-vt  «d<t  «^.«:;.^ 
nml  U-flr^i  si-vi-n^ly  in  Itttm:  Sircrl.  ('*irtviil  tinn[on,  li%  luiTtait^  wlm  i-^^-.c 
um  Iv  ■Un-iiviTcH,  tiui  wlum  all  cuncldilcJ  (o  ha  Ihc  ^■iiti  ol'  lluUiir.'i 
uicaii  n->cngc. 

I  J.  Ta^'iii!.  ItniniH.  Eiir]  nT  Arfiiijitia.  wu  mw  nf  Chiiik7'>  n<-i 
oitn-'lMd  ofinnicrs  ihiriu;;  hbt  iilh-.'  Allcr  lbs  Kr>tiiTMiiin.  bu  <>ti*  rn.^i  vi^l 
in  lltF  mlui^iry.nml  tlii' inuiM' nT UrauM i«|iprini  il* initial  Jllo  ifae  ivl-irahi 
word  t'aliHl.  Itol  ttw  Kiiq^wai  Hi|<|Mtf<-J  In  bare  hnt  rp<ptTl  frr  h'n:  Ott 
rc\i-m\  fH-i^'Wi'  ul  tntn  hmk  tin.'  lili'ilv  ki  niinir  his  )KT<>r>ii  nml  li('hni-''^r. 
whiihwn-  pilifr  nHl  Riniial.  11n»  it  wim  n  nimniiHi JhI  fiT -j-n.!'  i-xirI-t'i 
)>ut  n  Mark  [<.ilrh  on  hH  iir^P.  ,iii>l  slrni  nlmii  uiib  n  wbiiF  >i:iiT  :u  :•■'  t."J. 


Iionl  llisinUiittiii  niul 

1.1.     !•»«..  117.    linn 
tbt-  Kiiki-  r.f  ItiH-Liiiu-fi 


i'lhirki'n'.' 


,v  I'hiuciI,  liU  hi*  i 
inns  l^mtl  Fnirfui 


I  k  I'oer  TJ.  TliP  aniliiaiinn  iif  ihi-  vrrr  n-<nprtnM^  oM  Fj>"I  '^ 
tit  Jrmiu(!liaiii  lu  ibi.-  vuk-i-ili-i  banilin!  ul'ilw  lioVr  •>)'  r.u>I:t..::...-.:i 
)>p.vnl  ot  fiiTTf  ciiAipicnf  Hi  n-.itc  ite-  iv^immi'iit  <iV  ilip  i!..,",1.  vr.> . 
rnrlv  diivi  wnm  ilmt  illiiiiriinis  qini^iai., — tir  ibu  amb-^  rvti-.ti-.' : ' 
IlK  I'lJI.miiij;  ri|.»Mli:lali(.ii  oil  iIk  >ii1  jrcl  -— 

"  71)  (A(  frurmf  Cl^rt  aa.1  ttmliiufiit  K«idil,  Sir  IV-ilt^v  (!.■■  -. 

eiml.r,r: 

"  live  mmlnl  fniuw  Inu  lonj;  >iiicc  niffiklcrril  ruin  riuft.  nint  liio  ' 


lliatbt'hlbuHiruii'hi 

'■iric~utivF.lr..ii'i 

ilnriiiff  tbo  imr-n  i.f 


f  iblHI;;].! 

.til  au.V 
lrn<.  airl  i 
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340       NOTES  TO  PC^-ERIL  OF  THE  PEAK. 

a  parlicipah.'Hi  in  vibich  two  prrsons  were  tnc*l  and  acquitted  at  the  assizes 
at  antiunn  l&X). 

IS.  Paso  147.  Geoffrry  or  Jeffrey  Huflson  is  often  montioncd  in  anec- 
dotes of'  Charles  I.'s  tiiDC.  Ills  ttnil  api^caniuce  at  court  u-os  \a>  bvinf 
pn^^enieii.  a»  mciiiiunotl  in  the  text,  in  a  pic.  at  an  ciitorininnii^nl  gtMu  b>  iw 
Uukc  ut'  Bi:cUi)s:hain  to  Ch.irk'A  1.  aiiit  Henrietta  Maria.  I'j^n  thi*  nme 
occasiion.  ibe  Diike  iiresoutod  iIm^  tenant  of  the  |>n»ty  to  the  Uum-u,  h^w 
mahieil  him  a5  biT  paii^^.  WUen  uNMit  ei^rlil  years  of  ase.  be  w;i<i  M 
rieitte'^n  or  tweniy  iiwlu^  bi^i ;  and  rruiaiiH'<i  staiicnary  nt~  that  ^l.'»tllIT  iiH 
be  was  thirty  years  chi.  wbi-u  he  grvw  to  tlie  beigiit  ui  three  feci  uiiw  iiicbi'h, 
•ud  there  «ionjie«i. 

Tbis  sinsiilar  lusms  itiitMrop  was  trnsted  in  some  ne^ttiatiooi  of  criec- 
<|iien<:«.  flc  wor.t  to  France  to  fetch  o\er  a  midlife  to  iii^  mistn^x.  Hi'U- 
netia  Maria.  On  his  return,  be  was  taken  )iy  DinikirL  rnvatr«TF.  wIk'u  bf 
kwt  many  vahiadle  |r«>scnls  >ent  to  the  (^tVen  from  r  ramre.  oiht  ^^>oiu 
L.25m)  oi'  bis  own.  Sir  \\lllinm  Davcnant  makes  a  real  or  >up)iorCil  n^ 
Kal  between  tlie  duarf  and  a  tnrkey-cock.  the  sul»Jcct  of  a  poem  ralktl  J«r)'* 
Irridos.    The  scene  is  laid  at  Dunkirk,  wbcrv.  a»  llic  i^tirv  cuiuhuit*— 

*'*  Jeffrey  strait  was  ihn>wii.  wlien.  faint  and  weak, 
The  cniel  fow  I  a.«saiiiis  hint  with  bis  beak. 
A  lady  midwife  now  h<'  there  f>v  chance 
K<]tie<l.  that  came  alone  wiih  bun  frrnn  France. 
*  A  iMMri  iTfuifflit  lip  in  \%:ir.  lh;i1  ne'er  h*'ftin» 
Th:«  timi-  i-mild  Urn  .'  lie  said.  '  iloth  im)\%  iiii|iliirc 
Tln^ii.  thnf  lA/iV'T.-.i"  hn-ii  st»  nKtii\.  l»i' 
Sii  kind  of  ii:iliin>  «is  i!i  lixtr  inc. 

We  an»  n«»l  ac»|iiniiited  linw  fur  JnTroy  n»«io;ih-«l  tlii\  ljni|H->on.  P';!  wiirr 
a«<iin'tl  Ik"  Wii<  .1  o>ii><'^|ii(*iili;d  iKi^i-imm*.  ;md  ciniin-td  with  lillli'  iruii^T  li"** 
liMsiiiiT  of  the  d«Mii«>itt*s  aii'I  inurtiiTs.  aiul  hail  liiiiiiy  ><{t'aM>Ks  widi  ino 
Kiiijr's  irisranlic  |M»rli  r. 

The  I'aia!  iliicl  wish  Mr.  IV -ft *  nriiialU  i<w  k  j-iarc.  ns  inmlli  i.«  il  :ii  w 
IcM.  li  hap|H*iU'\l  in  Frpiico.  Tl.!.' jN-i-r  dwarf  h.id  aUo  the  nrcNTiuijf  »•»  :c 
taken  |iriHiuuT  by  a  Tiirki-h  j>ir.iie.  He  wa-i.  Iiowomt.  pmbaMv  mu\ii  •*!  at 
liU'rty.  fi*r  lludoini  wa>  a  rapiaiu  for  iIh'  Kiii«r  I'uniii;  liu'  n\il««tr.  lu 
l'»M.  the  dwarf  .iilendi-il  hi>  T\-\i.\  uii-tn'S>  to  France.  The  K«  >ii»r.il:' n 
rcvallitl  hii'.i.  wiih  other  n»yalj-»iH.  lo  Kiifrlanil.  lUii  thi-i  |iv«r  U  ii,;.  »li*' 
n'cei\eil.  ti  would  Siiin.  hiini  in<  ;i'<itre  Im  th  lieiii  natiiio  and  ft>riii:h'.  w^* 
not  doonieii  to  elose  hi^  d.i_\>  in  |ieace.  l*o«ir  Ji-llivx  ,  iijhmi  soiiio  Mi>}.)r:i'.i 
res|H*iiinff  the  Popish  Plot,  wa.s  taken  up  in  I«»'J2.  au<l  rtmliue*!  ii:  iln'iij'*". 
hou.se  pri>uu.  WoUniiisier.  whore  he  ended  his  life  iu  the  '♦ixiy-liiinl  \r;iri'i 
his  asji*. 

Je!th\v  Hudson  ha*!  U^'n  immortalized  by  the  Imish  of  Van«lvkc,  au«l  h;' 
clothes  an,'  said  to  Ih*  prt*>oned  iL*  unielea  of  curio»ity  iu  t?ir  ll»uis  J*l<»Ji» 
M.L^eum. 

17.     Pagw  173.     The  .smart  •;iiN.  who  turn  out  to  look  at  _\ou. 

IS.     Pagt?  17l>.     See  Fortunes  of  Nijjiel.  Vol.  H.  Note  d,  pairi*  2tJ. 

19.  Pape  IJk>.  The  ill  usa«nr  of  Sir  John  Covenlry  by  !Mmie  of  ilte  I.i'V 
Guanlsmeii.  in  n'venp*  of  someihiii^  .viiid  in  i^arliauie'iit  ci^nceniin^  >Im' 
Kind's  ilH*atrieal  amours,  crave  hm'  tii  what  Wtis  ealleil  l\»%enln'>  Ai*. 
ns^uist  cutting  and  maiming  the  ]*erson. 

20.  Paire  li'-.     Then  a  noted  actor. 

21.  Pascll'o.     A  Privateer. 


L    Pueise. 
ce,— '-Tlicre 


noTis  TO  pcTzkiL  or  the  pxas. 

196.     or  Blood's  Nunlive,  Roger  Nonh  Ukei 


,  ,  .  id  aAwwiudi  (tole  ihe 
son,  Ihnui^  be  wu  not  to  luippy  ■■  >o  <^p"7  ■'  "^i  ■">  P''7"'  **  •■■mH 
nraei,  he,  even  he,  ihe  viiiuoua  Cafonel,  ai  Uilt  ibun  pkM  hvi,  o-ai  U>  h*va 
Eeea  deiiroyed  by  ilip  Papiiii.  Ii  leeiiu  llHwe  PupuU  nmuld  lei  no  eninrat 
Frkmiui  be  nfe.    Bui  lome  nrauiub  wen  nwle  lo  Ibe  CoIoddI  by  h'      * 


SI  deilrDyed  by  llip  Papiili.     Il  leeiiu  Iboae  PupuU  » 

-Il  be  nfe.    Bui  lome  nrauiub  wen  mde  lo  Ibc 

enied  Thomas  Blood.     It  kouIiI  have  beeu  Mraoge  if  h 

1.1711,11.311. 

?d,  Itial  u,  deiliu  in  ihanc  ol 
4  or  nvety  detcnplioa^  wu  il 


SI.  PtgeKlT.  TfabcaMimolwilbout  precadcit.  AHoag  ibe  Jok^He* 
and  ff»n  enprenod  by  ihe  Long  Ptriiunrsl,  Ibey  iuUied  much  upon  ob 
ueni  Ibr  the  Kiug  depnnluf;  Tor  Ihe  continent  »  Bbniptl;.  ihubs  bad  not 
'  -■-'--  -  ^lii  court  drem — white  buikiw,  to  wit,  sad  black  Mlk  puUa> 
jBlpoieBi  more  Mitable  to  umvel  willu 


IS.  PegellT.  In  Evdyn'f  Hemoin  it  tbe  (oUowiog  ciiHoul  puun 
Teipeeiint;  ^fll  Giryn,  who  ij  hinted  u  ia  lbs  teili — I  walked  with  him 
[King  Chariei  II.]  throu)^  Sniul  Jamea  Park  la  tbo  nnlen,  where  I  huh 
•aw  wid  heard  a  very  familiBr  discoune  between  . .  .  [flie  Awl  and  Hn. 
Nelly,  u  iliey  railed  her,  lui  iniimatc  comediui,  the  hwkuw  out  M  her  gnrdca 
oa  a  lemce  at  tbe  top  or  ibe  wall,  and  [llu  Kb^]  MuKtiBR  on  Ibe  greaa 
walk  lutler  h.  I  waa  beuiily  mny  M  tUi  *ceiw.'''~-£ri:i.iM'i  Memalri, 
voL  i.  p.  413, 

K.  Pare  US.  A  turf  oT  this  natora  ii  cucmit  in  Ibe  legndi  of  lb* 
Tower.    The  aAerling  ciminutanco  are,  I  believe,  recorded  in  oae  of  the 


XT.  Pago  tU.  Tbe  eanipiraUir  Blood  erao  rDaghl  or  nude  hia  way  into 
eood  Hciely,  uidialat  jnxMlnien'ireuti.  Evolvn^  Diary  beu*.)Olh  Haj, 
1671 ,_"  DiiicJ  at  Hr.  Treaurer'i,  wliere  dined  Mooiiev  da  Ununmonl  and 
Hvervl  French  DoblemeD,  and  one  Blood,  that  impudent,  bold  felkiw,  thai 
bad  not  long  a^^o  utempled  lo  iteal  llie  ImpenBl  ctowd  iladC  out  of  Ibe 
Tower,  prBU«idini[curio»ily  of  ii«ing  ibc  R*eari».  when,  ■labJiing  tbe  kesper, 
tboui^  not  nionally,heholdly  wciilavmvvnAiiibrouK<i  all  Ibe  nianb.  t^es 
only  by  the  accident  of  hii  bone  falling  down.  How  be  came  to  be  pciikned, 
aad  even  received  into  ravour,  not  only  aller  thii,  bul  Mtveial  other  exploit* 
■IboM  u  daring,  both  in  Ireland  and  here,  1  ceuldacvar  come  to  nadenUiid. 
Some  believed  he  bceauie  a  ■p^orHvcral  porliei,  being  well  with  Ibe  tecta- 
ric*  aad  enthiuiait),  and  did  hu  yajsly  aervice  that  way,  wUcfa  uune  ali«a 
could  do  K  wed  ai  he.  Dul  H  was  eectainly,  u  Ibe  boldal  auempi,  *d  iha 
unlf  Iraaion  of  ibe  KVt  Ibat  wai  ever  pardoood.  Tbe  man  had  nol  only  a 
daring,  but  a  viilunora  unmemlul  .look,  a  TaUe  countenanco,  Nil  voiy  well 
apoken  anddunrcroiBly  huinaaling."— ti^vKLTn's  JUfmcirt^  vol.  i.  p.  413. 

Thiiiiaoeoflbe ■ ■'-■-'- —       -^ ■- '■ •■- 
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duslrie  f    Tel  Evelyn  does  not  seem  to  hare  been  sbocked  at  the  man 
brought  into  society,  but  only  at  his  remaining  unhanged. 

SB.  Pn<rc  239.  Ji  was  on  such  terms  that  Dr.  Oates  was  pleased  to  rUim 
the  extraonlinary  privilege  of  dealing  out  tlie  informalinn  which  hn  cbcw  lo 
eominunicnlc  to  a  court  of  justice,  l^iic  only  sense  in  wh'ch  his  story  of  tbc 
fox,  stone,  and  goose,  could  be  applicable,  u  by  supposinr.  tliat  he  was  drter- 
niined  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  his  couulryuieirs  credulity  before  supplvii^ 
It  with  a  full  meal.. 

20.  Pa^  S7!.  Thnmas,  or  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  a  person  who  lad 
distinguished  himself  in  vunth  by  duels  and  drunken  exploitn.  lie  uw  par- 
ticniariv  connected  i^h  the  Duke  of  Munouiuth,  and  was  said  to  be  eooemcd 
in  the  Rye*  House  Prot,  for  which  be  suffered  capital  pqnishmeut,  SOlh  Jmr, 

icak 

30.  Page  273.  Charles,  to  suit  his  dark  complexion,  aJitcaj-s  wore  a  hUck 
peruke.  He  used  to  say  of  the  players,  that  if  they  wished  tn  rcprrseot  a 
villaiu  on  the  stage,  "  Odds-fish,  they  always  clapp'd  on  him  a  black  periwifr, 
whereas  the  greatest  rogue  in  England  [meaning,  probably.  Dr.  Oatesj  wtmt 
a  white  one." — See  Gibber's  Apology, 

31 .  Page  275.    The  place  of  meeting  of  the  Green  Ribbon  Chib.  "  Their 

flace  of  meeting,'^  says  Roger  North, ''  was  in  a  sort  of  Carrefour  at  Chancerr 
^nc,  in  a  centre  of  business  and  company  most  proper  for  such  angfen  nf 
fools.  The  house  ^ans  double  balconied  in  front,  as  may  yet  l>e  seen,  for  tbi 
rlu!>bcrs  lo  issue  forth  m  y7r*r';,  with  hats  and  no  perukes,  pipes  in  ibeir 
mouths,  merry  faces,  ami  (lilate<l  throats  for  vocal  encuuragemeDt  of  the 
caua>;lia  below  ou  usual  and  unusual  occasions." 

32.  Page  2iil .  It  can  hardly  l>e  forgotten  that  one  of  the  great  difficulties 
ofCharii's  II.'s  rvigii  wjis  to  obtain  for  the  cro\Mi  the  power  of  choo^infi:  the 
slicnn>  of  I^rwidoii.  Roger  North  gives  a  lively  account  of  his  brothiT.  Sir 
Dutllcy  North,  ulio  agn-ed  lo  sene  for  the  court.  "  1  omit  the  sliare  he  Kail 
in  cumiKising  the  tumulls  about  burning  the  Pope,  because  that  is  accouDU-d 
for  in  the  Kxanien,  and  the  lift;  of  the  Lortl  Keeper  North.  Neither  is  there 
occiuijoii  to  .say  any  thing  of  the  rise  and  discover}'  of  the  Rye  Plot,  for  the 
same  n.*ason.  Nor  is  my  suImccI  much  conccnietl  with  this  latter,  1'artlier  then 
tliat  the  ronspiratoi-s  had  taken  c::i>ecial  care  of  Sir  l>udli'y  North.  Ft'r  he 
was  one  of  those  who,  if  they  had  succcedetl,  wrjin  to  have  been  knocked  on 
the  head,  and  his  skin  to  lie'slulVed,  and  hung  up  in  Guildhall.  But.  all  that 
apart,  he  nTk<»no<l  it  a  ffrcat  iinhap|>incss,  that  so  many  trials  for  high  treason, 
and  executions,  shruld  hapi>en  m  his  year.  However,  in  tliese  affain.  ih« 
sherilVs  were  passive ;  for  all  returns  of  panels,  and  other  dispatches  of  the 
law,  were  issued  and  done  bv  nntltT-ofticers ;  which  was  a  fair  screen  for 
them.  They  attended  at  the  tnals  and  exerutions.  to  coerce  the  crowils.  ami 
keep  onler,  which  was  enough  for  them  to  do.  I  have  heard  Sir  DuiiUr* 
North  say.  that,  striking  with  his  cane,  he  wondei*eil  to  see  what  blow*  bu 
eountrvmcn  would  take  u{n)ii  their  bare  heads,  and  never  look  up  at  it.  Au<l 
indeed,  nothing  can  match  tlie  zeal  of  tlie  common  people  to  see  executiou*. 
I'he  worst  grievance  was  the  execulioni-r  coming  to  him  for  onlers,  touchiiu; 
the  abscinded  members,  and  to  know  where  lo  dLS|K>se  of  tliein.  Once,  while 
he  was  abroad,  a  cart,  with  some  of  them,  came  into  the  court-vaid  of  hi« 
house,  and  fri^ited  his  lady  almo.st  out  of  her  wits  ;  and  »hc  eoufil  never  l>e 
reconciled  to  the  dog  liojmnan's  saying  he  came  to  siK'^ak  with  his  ma»tcr. 
These  arc  inconveniences  that  ailend'lhe  stations  of  |Himic  magistracy,  suJ 
•re  necessary  to  be  t>onie  with,  as  magistracy  itself  is  uecessary.  I  have 
now  no  more* to  sny  of  any  incidents  durmg  the  shrievalty  ;  but  tnat.  ai  the 
year's  end,  he  delivered  up  his  charges  to  his  successors  in  like  manner  as 
be  liad  received  tliem  from  his  predecessor ;  and,  having  reinstated  his  lamilf 


[  DD  ioi-rvuc  of  piitaBi 
to  ibo  cuudiuiou  Uial 
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ha  rnrsdVell  mad  cut  «1  hi)  own  kmM,  M  be  ^  btfon  tbua  diitinl«MM 
poLluai  oul  of  order." 

33.  Pa(ce  332.  Tfaii  Uiile  pierr  of  npenlition  wnt  fU|o;«ted  h;  the  fd- 
lowinj;  ineidenl.  Tbo  Aulbnr  nf  W'sverley  bsHKueil  to  Ik  sUuidin|[  by  wilh 
othiT  f^Ucmou,  wliile  Lbc  CflftliUD  af  Llv  Selkirk  Vcoimuiry  wiu  furcMdinf^ 
a  bone  Tor  Uto  use  of  hii  Irumprlrr.     Tlic  BiiiiniJ  oflrnd  wu  ■  baiKlkOiiHi 

eouhl  «cc  any  imunfcctioii  in  hHdiI  or  trnib.  Itui  a  punon  liDi>jiriml  to  pii», 
wlw  wu  u^ctJ  lo  ipvc  en  opinion.  I'hij  uiiiii  wu  nll«J  IIiIihI  WUlic,  who 
drove  n  tmaJJ  Ira^lo  iu  ciilllo  uJ  ItorH-.-A,  ajiil  wbaL  levinccl  oi  citr«nnlinary, 
io  walcbc),  BulH'ilt-jUiiHluig  ku  Iiaviog  been  huni  blinil.  He  wfu  ■ccounlcd 
lo  poatoi  •  rare  jud|>nvu(  in  Uusio  nuhjecii  of  Inillic.  8o  iood  u  be  liad 
eamiued  ibe  banc  iu  igucukm.  be  nnmeitiHicly  pmiKiiuicnl  ii  lo  have  tome- 
Ibb^of  his  owa  conplunl,  and  in  piain  WDnis,ilalcd  illo  be  blind,  or  verging 
upon  ihal  iinpcrfi^clion,  »liich  wju  luuihl  to  be  the  case  oa  cloii«  examiaa- 
lion.  Now  prrseni  had  u>[>ccied  thi<  fault  iu  llie  uimol ;  wbicli  ii  nul 
wooderfiit,  cunMiikriug  ihoi  ii  mnj  fre<]uenily  niit,  wiibooi  any  apncannre 
in  the  OTj^u  aifuetutl.  ItLud  WiUh,,  buiug  a<ked  hnw  he  made  a  ubcavoiy 
impcrcrptiblu  lo  lo  many  fcnllcnicn  wlw  hoiil  liteir  c^etighi,  ei^Jaiaed^  that 

■flcr  fcrliin  the  boric'i  limlm,  lie  laid  one  hau^  —  ■■-  ■■ '   — '  ■' ■'- 

oilier  bfiikly  acroH  Ihc  HniiDai'ii  ryea.wlieiUud 
IB  efluet]iirDCo  of  Ibe  latter  aHJlinOi  tac  liounui 
bone  null  be  bliud. 

Si.  Fajte  334.  Il  wu  laid  Uut  vpry  uafDir  meain  wm  nied  to  rompd 
U»  prinutcn,  cnmmiltcd  oji  accouul  of  the  J'opiih  Flul,  lo  make  diKlotuivt. 
whI  that  levcral  of  them  were  privately  put  to  tbc  lonure- 

IlMTlinT    OF    CULOKKI.    ThO>«S    DloOD. 

3S.  -  Pa^  33A.  Tbii  pcraon,  v,l:a  wu  capable  of  franiiig  oad  rariying 
into  eiecutHjD  tbc  mwl  dupcmti:  i-R'.erpHic*,  wti  one  of  Ihme  eilnunEnarT 
cbarulen,  niu  rau  only  ariic  anil<i  the  blnudilvd,  MBfuunn,  deilnjctiea  of 
tamliiy,  asH  widi^-iprcadiug  violence,  which  lake  place  diiriuE  eivil  ww. 
The  arrwi^incul  of  the  preneDI  vo?uuae  admilfinj^of  a  lea^hvncd  di|;tvuioa, 
we  cauiiDt,  pcHi4p4,  cuter  ujkmi  a  luNJect  more  cxtraoniiuaryor  ealvnaiaiuf , 
than  the  biilor}  of  Ihii  nnintiuui  deipcnulo,  wlta  cchibited  all  llic  dcntcnU 
of  a  moal  aecDmplUUad  niHioii.  An  the  amunl  of  IhcK  advcniure*  ia  feat- 
ured Bi  vaHous  ao^l  iccrcu  pdilicoliona,  il  will  prulwlili'  bo  >  tervice  to  Ike 
iTuler  to  liriug  tbo  moit  rcunuHulile  uT  dwoi  ondcr  lila  eye,  la  a  •inultauewu 

Dlnoil'i  father  ii  rtportal  to  liavr  beou  a  blackumllh )  but  Ihii  wu  only  a 
dUparaziug  mode  of  <[c:icnbjj)e  a  jicnon  who  iuul  a  eojicvrn  In  Lnw-woni, 
ODd  hod  1hu4  acquirtfl  imlojiendouce-  lie  eutered  early  iu  life  iuto  the  Civil 
War,  lerviid  u  a  licutcnaul  iu  llio  rariiameul  furrei,  nixl  wu  |iul  by  Henry 
Cnwiwoll,  Lonl  Deputy  nf  ln:lauil|laio  the  cammiiolnii  of  the  peaee,  when 
be  wu  acarcely  iwo-oncl-iKeDty.     lliii  outlet  in  lilb  decided  ki(  poliiical 

ry  (or  ever  ^  and  however  uufit  Ijie  uiueLpla  of  such  a  mao  remlcrcd  him 
Ibo  aociely  of  tluK  win  profijued  ■  rigidily  of  nlinion  and  morali,  M 
Ueliil  wu  lUood'i  rapidity  of  iaveatian,  and  no  well  wu  iKkouwn.tlial  he  wu 
beld  capable  of  fmisuig'wilh  •agacily,  and  cvnducling  wilh  ikill,  the  neii 
dapefBle  uiiih>nakii«t,  and  in  a  liuMlent  lone,  wu  allowed  in  auociaia 
wiita  the  Bon-jurofflt  who  aBocted  a  peculiar  auAteriiy  of  conduct  and  aenti- 


s  under  n^ich  be  niAcreil.  There  wcro  at  lbi>  lima  many  malecoaleali  of 
•  tame  party  with  hinuelf,  M  that  UnUaiiaiil  Blood,  u  the  moat  daiinr 
lee^  then,  wu  aUa  to  put  bimMlf  •<  ike  bead  of  ■  coupincy  (Ai^  haid 
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Iha  awpnoDg  al  die  cuilc  of  Dubbn.    IV 
pnose,  which  wai  lo  be  the  pfviaJs 


pwipitil  fiir  ik  iMl 


Btoad  huB)df,  nOmr  anna  atl  pcnoai  te  tmkm  wm  Ibr  (b*  IbcitT  af  Iki 
id4BC(,udtbBi«t<iimti«<if  £^8ak»LMgDBD<IC««nM.  TW  Ac 
■HpciH  of  Ika  cMie,  k  wm  pravidad,  ibM  mranl  pcm,  iriik  pctMoM  ■ 
thtir  baadt,  Iran  M  wih  inOra  Iba  mlb,  ■*  if  lh»  Maid  to  monl  Aib  to 
Iha  Lord  tWaiManl,  wtula  abm  fouacB*  of  Ife  eU  ituw  i&baBdad 
uliipn  HOT  til  wmapi  —  ika  oriwla,  (hHaad  Ilw  caneaMn,  MhhL  ^M- 
-^kan-aadiUhvaniMnriBeclianiea.  Aa aoaa ai Iha Inl  UtaMaaM  wM 
■  hakn' mi  M  paa  by  Iha  Btain  guard  wkk  a  lam  baifc«  of  nttH  Iraa 
hit  back.    By  omiUok  a  Mm  Map,  ha  wm  io  ttnw  6ama  km  bnka. 


'inidvn.  Ira  ring  Lrrkie. 

M  bid  D«rk,  Handing  aJoue  untier  tbe  gailawi  ^  but  ■■  do 
..    .i._:o-  -o; jjj  ^  ii^i,  jmj^  ,^  ^  frimiuil 

and  Paputi*  providni  cailv  thvv 

_  .     .  „  ....     Tbnt  nrre  few  pmaia'brtir- 

ac^juainLed  hilh  Lhfl  iDlneuei  of  the  lime  Iban  thit  aeti\-a  paniau.  who  nai 
•Jlenmbrly  (luakcr.  An^xptiit,  or  CBIlulii;,  but  alwayi  ■  nbd,  aad  rrvoiu- 
tniiiki  f  be  AhiAcd  froni  plan^  Io  place,  and  from  kingdoni  Lo  kwfihiB  ^  W- 
caoK  known  lo  Ibe  Adnuni]  de  Ituyier,  and  wu  tbe  wul  of  every  dnpecwr 


Id  panicular.  ahovt  ir>A5,  Hr.  Blood  wi 
or  KTiel  couucU,  which  conlioai'd  iu  HliJDira.  iKNirilhiundinf;  ihal  gnifni- 
nenl  knew  of  iU  meclingi.  Fur  Ibeir  •ccuril}'.  Ibcy  had  aboul  thiny  iloul 
lUlowi polled  around  Ibc  [)la«  where  thrv  mel,  in  ihff  nature  of  orofyj  J< 
gardt.  It  Tel]  out,  thai  two  of  tbc  memben  of  the  council,  to  hic  ibra- 
■clvci,  nuH  perhapfl  for  the  fake  or  a  rth-ord,  betrayed  aD  their  trajmriiciai 
Id  the  ininiilrv,  Hiiich  Mr.  Itlood  looii  tuipectcd.  and  in  a  khan  litne  gnl  to 
tba  battom  ol*  the  K-bole  affair.  He  appntuicd  ibcK  two  pcnoni  lo  meet  lun 
ai  aiBvmi  in  the  citj-,  where  be  hod  his  piaid  ready,  who  wrvrcil  tb™ 

purpose,  K^re  he  tailed  a  kiud  of  courlMnorlial,  hefore  wbom  ihev  *it« 
tried,  fouuil  guilty,  aud  Acnteoeed  lo  be  sliot  twodnyi  allLTiu  iJie  vimcfilaee. 
When  the  time  appDioted  camr.  tJwy  were  brought  out,  and  all  tbe  ikeceCBary 
'-—" *-  ''--  .......  -  .L,  njineuce  in  ejieculJaii ;  aud  the  poorinea. 

od  wu  gTvctDUAly  i^eaied  to  gr^ni  ihem  lii> 
[nrdun.  nnd  (tl  the  unmc  tjnie  advLded  Iheni  to  go  to  tbeir  new  maater.  tcL 
hiiD  all  ihal  had  htinpeiied,  and  request  bim,  in  ihc  name  of  their  old  coi»- 
frderates,  to  be  »«  fat^oumble  to  Auch  of  tbeui 


.     Whetht^r  tbcK  uafonunBic  people  earned  Mr.  Bloc. 
nieuage  to  me  King.  do«  not  aoywben;  appear.     It  ii  bow~"  ~  ' 
aol  long  oflcr  the  wJiols  cniuiitrary  wai  ducovered  ;  iu 
Which,  on  the  %lh  of  April,  [CGG,  <M.  John  Ralhbuue, 
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llluii.1  nMvli-  a)),  hiibiii  tbr  h 


SSl'l 


utv.  ukI  Aipi  ilirai :  it  kIwu  i 
-,  ^  .    _.  tfJilierilniiilEariud. lL<iii|^bt  ilji^rt^vi 

1  tv'nA  In  Iw  a  inSiciiiiil  c4iiutiwneiri  uf  mk^  a  p»li  ]in>tnipiiuii.  vlr- 
(iH-y  ejHTrinci]  with  uim  mahpiBiit  ihui  Any,  till,  tiy  UK  ntdcupit  of  li 
runi|ilinM.-iiu  in  mam.  he  g»n  ibon  u»  uwlcrMiiuil  ke  wn*  wit  in  je^i.  hi<i 
n-rjr  fruwl  raniml.  lie  mu  iuo»  wroailcil  by  bi>  ftirail  Ihat  «•«  wiiii  kt 
in  ki)  fini  riiilnl ;  lull  thm  bail  hem  rn-ml  nnijA  Iduwii  •kiik  Ihiwwd  i 
unnful  unnilnT  of  nx  la  two.  hcfin-  Mr.  Itlood'i  tno  Mkur  fiiewlii  tame  i 
tu  tlH-irauiiMiinn-iiiny,  1  bbv  (alMyHiT  niilniwui  Ihrtbc  hartwrof  Yiv! 
wlit'Uicr  ool  of  lii<  wiiiml  |irapcB»ly  lo'tlie  'pnt,  or  thiil  hit  pW-valiunBr' 
tiiul  imklF  him  w  (Furniui  n>  lo  hdp  hit  S-nanr-lrnvvHrr*.  woulil  arrji  4i< 
tii<  vBlmr  M  Ihi-  Ixvimiine  of  Ibr  frav )  iiut  hoicr  bad  he  1i><vb  at  ibe  Uui 
uhI  of  a  Ssi-i  j  for  innuch  ai>  dwwed  m<  pcwlrarr  lo  late  iIk  nimigCT  -id 
■■  hv  eiM~itnlby  aha  minliFr.  yn  hrrmiw  bcmnhl  tak*  ao  waminj;.  iih^ 
wiu  anni  (tivvn  biui.  unt  la  piii  hinodf  lu  Uip  haianl  of  hMtng  a  Kuitat^fia? 
by  nmkUiutc  in  a  liua>R«N«  ihui  nnllmiK  miictiii«d  hin,  be  imi  bit  Sic,  at  lUt 
wpTv  tonva  (o  ditpatrh  him,  ia  tbo  6m  nlarr.  liir  priaj;  ilicot «  amll' 
liuililr.  llw  barlKT.  Iiruip  horooir  a»  awlrM  ioslranuiit.  ami  ibr  olhcr 
Rlr  UkxHi't  fririHli  In-iai;  nHiie  up,  ihr  ^liir^li'Jl  laiinn  lo  I*  wry  hhaii.  1I 
Iiil  (Wl  ihiir  rhnin|HnD*a<  fairly  auilr-jniilly  I 


.Hil.i.    Allibitv 
;  atvA,  ii.i:vlii 

in  ihink.     lit-  f 


^ijf-nuffvi]  il  ai  fijNt   ...__... 

_ ,..    .uhI  a  ihiipi  lo  Wniiil  hiiB  tn  an  i-arsiw.  uhHi  ii 

■I'li-niraTiU  |imri-  in»n>  ki  III*  jinjuticn  i  Jim  iiko  nh,  iIhi.  h  iib  n -ffir. 

nivay  lail  gf  thi-ir  pavr:  Imi  mkui  ivcuiit  ihi-ir  I'd'y  ngaiii  ni  ■>»■  ji 
Thoii'upiiii.  uanilliue  In  iiuiIitdi  ilif  bazanl  nf  >arb  n  Irial.  iv  t-un>'>  !■ 
ni  wliii-fi  liiiiB  Mr.  IHihi:!  ^ri■^l  iwi  tn  hiji.  Iliirw.  hiirw,  •luirklv  :  an  .■'. 
sn  HinHiine  al  finl.  thai  1h-  nHikl  wii  Ih-Iji-iv  il  in  Iv  li'i>  fiwul':  v.mi.'  i 
in-  hvaril  il ;  liul  as  tin-  thiiii:;lii»  kT  miiiinn'  m-ii  an-  vmu  *iiRini».ii.-<l  i.>i;l' 
siikI  nil  it  Mil  Siiouiih  nniiinl-.  (hi.-  ['vMniii  iwiKiiilvi'ltliil  faiicvu-^ii 

iiH> Ihi'  1I.-II  h-Tv-  ihai  wiiiitr.lc  n><i-r,.iii.l  ikix  il  iii  \<<f  a  >b..n-.>t'b:' 

>i<'ll-|>i\'M.-naiiiHi.    lu  lii.t  Lhwlv  cmllli'l.  }lr.  llkii-l  H».  tliiw  liinrt 
li.ir-'<l.  iiri'a.i.ui.'.l  In'  lii^  liirc-ifulj>'...  a<  haviic  .nuJiisI  i. 
sn.lilli-.  wh,i-k  ilx-  i..i1iT  hjil  uit...»i'.l  iij-n  ike  Haibliiif  at  h 
iniu  iIh:  inn.     ili'in^r  ihiM  m.  .iA.ii  .li-lli.>uiiliil,  ami 
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iir.A..,'a;:.«i  nii.l  «....,...  cm' ili  ,i*ii',  «iib..iie  tis".-.'!!.  .ir,.le..fliii  *« 
l<r<>ui:l,i  ki.  iirlii-i^nri'  «iili  a  Vi'iiKraiKv  fi>«u  k..  Ihin..  riji.l  1;iul  l.m.  i 
Hor'.v iviwliiHui  iIhh  hini.i'lf  ,-u  ius  li.«^.--.  tinl.  \t  ilui  ii»>r.  fuM  -i 
uii'Ircvuiijp-.  bi-H'u<Jn>i^ii!;|aM.<l>('iui  vuilirriijt  <i'ii<)u>'i>.l'y  ^-iti 
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I.  but  iIiBl  in  tl>e  v(iry  nick  nT  lime.  Piiplaiii  Muiin.  bsvine,  l< 


fhSnf  i\tT  in  n  gnial  burn',    'i'bw  kuwmvi  in  wiFiin  iLw  I 

«  penon  of  i^st  (itcnglb.  tiullMtiiijt  nral.nmiBiHl  by  liii  (!»«'■  i — 
ij  „m  sJvaBci  la  bit  a>  bu  iluirvd     Ito  mu,  hownur,  gi4^ 
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■ikhI  mrliovnnri  Ileikr1fv(nowI)rvoB!irrp)  1IinKe,tamnl«  K■l!|dlU^^!!c<^ 
vim  Uw  Dakt  hurins  ku<  Ih9  fbM  uiHtFr  ibe  man'*.  i»i1imvo<I  hin.  lud  Urf 
bulk  M]  ilnWB  Uiei-ihcr  in  iho  oiucl,  whrre  ii»-y  wttc  tinijti:!!!!!;.  »lir»  n< 
pwtcr  hihI  Xt.  riiirir  nme  up.    11h-  villBin  iIipd  iliKn^EB^rU  fumHlf,  nJ 


■ing  ihe  nri^ 


lI.  Bud  nunbfli  of  fvopir  n 


b  MIC  rf  hr* 


piituli^i  tin-  Diikr,  llmi  niHcd  turn,  in  lakiiitc  llirir  iun  in  (be  dark,  enl  n 
■  hwry.)  kkIp  iiffui  fiM  »  Ihn-  cunki  to  tavr  UhWirlvM.  Tlic  Pdic  Im 
*iiilv  vean  iif  i^)  wa*  ipilc  riwDt  ttilh  tuui^ns.  •o  tlMI  wlim  Mr.  fluLe 
niMl  iIIp  pntPT  came  up,  Ihcy  kiii>w  hiu  raibiT  I>t  Rttine  bn  Mar.  ilea  bv 
■n.v  MHind  of  rnirv  becoidil  alter)  bmI  ihey  ircFC  rorvi-dlu  rarri  liinhiBc. 
DM  lav  Inm  na  a  licJ  in  rpcnvor  nu  anirii*.  He  nTi'ircd  wmr'nfuB'Ii  ±3iil 
hniiM  ii  ibr  *ini|3tW'.  idnth  ninllucu  bin  «itliin  daun  l<ir  •onic  day*.  Tin 
King,  vlu!n  hr  hrntil  uf  ihit  hMculril  araniniliDa  nT  ilw  Duke  nf '(Imaii, 
Fiprv«frtl  a  KmH  ivtcnlincnl  (in  ifaal  orca'^iiiu.  luil  i»ar>t  oui  a  frorinva- 
(BiB  (br  (be  iliteuiviy  gui|  BpiTpbciuion  of  lb«  miicreauU  canrancJ  is  ita 

Blnoil.  bntrci-cr,  lav  cmwenleil.  anrt  wiili  his  usual  incn-w,  Ptcnpn)  ipp»> 
hiibiun.  Wkitf  ihna  lui±iiiff,  lie  pnlcrlaiRfilaihiifigvKnl  au  (4|^i.  ciiii>\A^ 
llir  saiiK  alivri(jnitiurli  had  (^inracifTiitil  ibc  umlrnakiii;:^  be  ba-l  (i-nKK* 
hoMi  racacrJ  in ;  ihen  wa<  alio  (n  be  iiacril  in  hif  nnr  ili-vic#  loinrtiili:;  if 
lhB(  pmiliar  ibHuxiiiua  wkirh  ioclinnl  liim  to  1«  rieairuuf  nf  aiMiaf  Id  Uir 
minler  i4'  (hp  Ifnkv  uf  Omtnul,  ibe  wnpilnr  ialiunT  of  pii(iin|>  biai  lu  ilcwti 
at  Tvlnra.  Vt'ilk  toniPthiM!  of  tlw  ntiie  ipint  be  nem  rovfvcd  tn  ibu»  hM 
cnilnii|it  (if  nnaarrhy,  UM  all  i(s  Fvinbob,  bv  oralUir  iho  rruvD.  trrpUr, 
BB>I  (ubin- artirlr*  nf  iIk-  rrsiliaoulnrthruriiiv  ia  which  ibfv  »vrt 'Vpi-.if^, 
nnil  ■■arirlune  Irimvir  and  fii'i  arvdv  n»nHate«  with  (!»  pitsliirf  i.f  !h-  rt'  !-. 
lliiofrai.liyHhirbllkiHl  ii  uciwl-hkilv  ninnnlvmt.  k  lik.-  all  ii-  im.'- 
iiriiiin«,  niarkiil  niih  a  itarint;  iiriin  uf  n.uro!P'  Had  duplli'iiy,  and  'At  «"~l 
•if  hi<  uuilortnkiii^t.  ww  vwv  lilwlvin  havr  pitiinl  ru«'i'*<iiil.  J>lai  Itv- 
b-v.  i:«).  in  hii  Iliftnry  hihI  Aiitiiiui(ie:i  nf  ihi-  TknuvrKf  I^oiNi.  n.  i.-iM<  iiie 
fiJkiH'inir  di<ii-iie(  ncrmiiii  nf  thia  riirini*  raplidi.  At  \iii  peruii,  gir  li^itit 
I'nilinl  «»  Kn-prr,  »  it  wn<  rnileil.  of  Ihr  Jewri  Ilrflie. 

■'1(Hn«M<iai,in<TI<iL'n|i|iniiiinit!iiluf  riirtiiBivR  Talni-t.  ihal  ihelbu'^ia 
in  llie'r«niT  ifl  iviiirir  iilji'cl' nf  JHitilir  iiripnlii'n.  vbith  Kiiik  I'ii'-'i 
nllnv  tt\  ill  rotiMHiiu-nre  uf  Ihv  mturtauii  in  ilw  tiiinluim-Kli  tif  lia  n-.-irii  r\ 
nifirv.  'Hn-  |ininiii  wbleli  trmo  fnnii  hhinrini;  ilip  ji'ii<i<  in  >ir.iiO'i''.-''r 
•iilliin  D^VEiii'd  in  Urn  nf  a  snlnrr.  In  llw  iht-i'Ii  «Ih<iii  Ih-  hmi  an-  ii.iil  m 
liirt'Hn'_»rth.'in.     This  n:i*  nii  <4-\  r.>»;i.lciiii»l  •rrvdiii  iflio  fa'l.-r'>.  .v 

I'iTJ:  III.-  r'-l!>'»i:i';  ni ri'iini  nf wl.iili  i«  rliinir  ■'. riivil  fn>in  a  nlac. a  Huiih 
Mr.  K  luar  I.  Iilirt-:f  ni.T'.>  i^-|hi.  tn.ii-a.i^ii'. 

■■  A'  ,«i\  ll,r,-r  «.-.  'k.  '..■lur.-  liili  nu  !:i.  «  i:,.  i  i1|.r=!i  l"! !  ma.!.-  l,i  ..-:r..[i  t 

ii1"^n  llh'  ■r.mii.  li-  ri:iii-  l..  dn-  T..«.t  mi  II..-  1iiil«i  ..]■  n  i-ir-ii.  »..;i .,  '■■  ..£ 

rnlk-!  bit  nil.-!'  Tlu'v  .:.'.ii»d'i..  s.-^'iIh-  n<L-..i:».  uihI.'jiix  n- Ih.  t  J-\;. 

1m.I  iTi-n  criiiili.i1.  llu-  l.i.li  A-isin-l  ^n.i.liii  IihI.t] ..hi  il.:-  .-^.-I  tl-i;:. 

|Ih>  krii.l  ■il>:i'i  ^  nf  Mif.  ^:r!H-dr.l^.  III.-  k.-i-lH-r'N  wi^'.  nli".  I.:»mi:;  c i;.:v 

iiivii,-.!  lHTiiiii>  ih.<ir  Ix.i.r  ii.  r.-ri>i'4-  h-rM-tf. -in-  •'■•ai  n-iwi-n.l.  ;.ii.<,  .'i 
limrd'^jwiur.-.  Iir(ili«*-ltli.-iii-.'lii»  tlmiil-firl  Mr  iliii  ■  i'din.  .1  ftn  .  ..J- 
HlIil.■  Ch-i.-i  fnau  lils'[v^'<i.<u.^d  »ifi>:  Hud  li.iiinc  iriii.s  i-,;nn  ih- ,»i,ii..->-i. 
■iii-t-.  iIh'v  ina.h-  fmin.-i 
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your  danj^^htcr  ho  froc,  nn'l  yoii  jipyirovo  it,  I'll  Vrinc^  liim  hero  to  sec  her. and 
we  will  cn(U'<ivoiir  to  make  it  a  iMatrli.     This  was  tusily  a';'<t  utod  to  by  old 
Mr.  Edwards,  who  invited  the  pat-son  to  dhw  wiili  iiini  on  that  day  •,  he  readily' 
accepted  the  invitation  ;  and  tukiM>c  ii)>on  him  to  say  ^acc,  ncHonned  it  with 
rreai  seeming^  devotion,  and  ca.stin?  up  hi:*  eyes,  concluded  it  with  a  prayer 
for  ibe'Kingy  Queen,  and  royal  family.    AAcr  dinner,  he  went  up  to  vee  the 
RXMB8,  and  observing  a  handsome  case  of  pistols  hang  therej  expressed  a 
~     *  dMire  to  ba^  them,  to  present  to  a  3'oui^  lord,  who  was  his  neighbour : 
ICBce  by  which  he  thought  of  disarming  the  nouse  against  the  perioa 
*  '  for  the  execution  of  his  design.    At  his  departure,  which  was  a 
I  benediction  of  the  good  com)>aiiy,  he  appointed  a  day  and  hotu*  to 
bti^  hia  ywsn^  nephew  to  see  his  mii»tress,  which  was  the  very  day  that  he 
■uuw  Ins  daniig  attempt.    The  good  old  gvrntlcman  had'  got  up  roady  to 
receive  his  guest,  and  tlio  daughter  was  in  her  best  dress  to  entertain  her 
cscpccted  lover ;  when.  l>chold,  rarson  ISlood,  with  three  more,  came  to  the 
jewel-house,  all  armed  with  raplcr-bladcs  in  tlieir  canes,  and  every  one  a 
clagger,  ana  a  brace  of  Docket  pistols.    Two  of  his  companions  entered  in 
wiUi  htm,  on  pretence  or  seeing  the  crown,  and  the  third  staid  at  the  door,  as 
if  to  look  after  the  yeuiig  lady,  a  icwcl  of  a  more  charming  description,  but 
in  realiw  as  a  watch.    The  daugiitcr,  who  thought  it  not  modest  to  come 
down  tin  she  was  called,  sent  the  maid  to  take  a  view  of  the  company,  and 
bring  a  description  of  Imr  gallant ;  and  the  servant,  conceiving  that  he  was 
the  mtended  nridcgroom  who  staid  at  tlie  door,  being  tlic  j^oungcst  of  the 
pcurty,  retomcd  to  soothe  the  anxiety  of  her  voung  mistress  with  Ine  idea  slie 
Bad  (onned  of  his  person.    Blood  told  Mr.  cklwards  tliat  they  would  not  go 
ap  stairs  till  his  wife  came,  and  desired  him  lo  show  his  friemb  the  crown  to 
fWja  the  time  till  then ;  and  they  had  no  sooner  entered  tlie  room,  and  the 
door,  as  nsnal,  shut,  than  a  cloak  was  thrown  over  the  old  man's  liead,  and 
a  gag  put  in  his  montli.    Thus  secured,  tliey  told  him  that  tlieir  resohilion 
was  to  nave  the  crown,  fi[l«^>l>c,  nnd  sceptre:  ami,  if  he  woidd  quieUy  sul>mit 
to  it,  they  would  spare  his  Me  j  otherwise  ho  was  to  expect  no  mercy.    Ho 
tbereopon  endeavoured  to  make  all  tlie  noise  he  possibly  could,  to  l)e  heard 
stbove :  thev  then  knocked  him  down  with  a  wooden  mallet^  and  told  him, 
that,  if  yet  be  would  lie  quietly,  thev  would  spare  his  life ;  but  if  not,  upon  his 
next  attempt  to  discover  them,  they  would  kill  him.    Mr.  Edwards,  how- 
ever, according  to  his  own  account,  vras  not  intimidated  by  tliis  threat,  bat 
Strained  himself  to  make  the  greater  noise,  and  in  consefiueiice,  received 
several  more  blows  on  the  head  with  tlie  mallet,  and  was  stabbed  in  the  belly  ; 
this  again  brought  the  poor  old  man  to  the  ground,  where  be  lav  for  some 
time  in  so  senseless  a  state,  that  one  of  the  villains  pronounced  him  dead. 
Edwards  had  come  a  little  to  himself,  and  hearing  this,  lay  quietly,  conceiv- 
ing it  best  to  be  thought  so.    The  booty  was  now  to  be  disposed  of,  and  one 
o!  them,  named  Parrot,  secreted  the  orb.    Blood  held  the  crown  under  his 
cloak ;  and  the  third  was  about  to  file  tlie  sceptre  in  two,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  placed  in  a  bag,  brought  for  that  purpose  j  l>ut,  fortunately,  the  son 
of  Mr.  Edwanis,  who  had  been  in  Flanders  with  Sir  John  Talbot,  and  on  his 
landuig  in  England,  had  ohtuned  leave  to  come  awav  post  to  visit  his  father, 
happened  to  arrive  whibt  this  scene  was  acting ;  and  on  coming  to  the  door, 
the  person  that  stood  sentinel,  asked  with  whom  he  would  speak ;  to  which 
bo  answereil,  that  he  belonged  to  the  house ',  and,  perceiving  the  person  to 
bo  a  stranger,  told  htm  that  if  he  had  any  business  willi  his  father  that  ha 
would  acqaaiut  him  with  it,  and  so  hastened  up  stairs  to  salute  bis  firieoda. 
This  tmexpected  accident  spread  confusion  amongst  the  party,  and  ^hev 
instantly  decamped  with  the  crown  and  ort>,  leaving  the  sceptre  yet  unfilea. 
1^  aged  keeper  now  raised  himself  upon  his  legs,  forced  tnc  gag  finom  his 
mouth,  and  cried,  Treason !  murder !  which  being  heard  by  his  daughter, 
who  was,  perhaps,  anxiously  cxnecting  far  other  sounds,  ran  out  and  reiter- 
ated the  cry.    The  alarm  now  Dccame  general,  and  yoong  Edwards  and  his 
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nredia^h-liiw,  CnpUiin  IVcknun,  nn  nftn-  the  eaM|iirat(iR.  wbea  ■  wmik 

Ell  kiimclf  in  ■  ptHilion  lu  >iDp.  Iwi  BlDod  iliirhuEnl  ■  piiial  ai  hioi.  ud  he 
II,  bIiIhweIi  luihud,  will  the  Ibici-o  prororded  niMv  in  Ihc  snl  pal.  wtam 
an  Sill,  iitKi  bwl  lircn  b  solilior  nndrr  CnnnwelL  iiaod  KMbwIi  bM  k 
otf^rcd  tifi  up]HniIianj  hud  llt^y  RTTOfYUnj^j  poncd  the  drmwtiriii^.  Iluna 
wen:  ii-iuiiii)^  for  ihria  nt  !4t.  Cnihcnnc'i  gnic;  lod  us  Ibry  rao  tliil  war 
AloDjif  Ibc  Tou«r  whaW.lbejlhnmeh'cscrird  DVt,SlopllwrogiMs!  hTwUch 
Uieir  pnsml  on  iiususi>«ied,  lill  Cuplain  Rcckniui  overtook  ilwn. 'AiIb 
head lllonl  Arcd  amihor  pittnl.  hul  miiwd  hhn,  uiil  wru  iciud.  t'odrr  ihc 
cbnk  ofilni  dniiag  villain  wu  feuiid  tlw  rnm,  suH,  bIiIburIi  be  lawliiBu^ 
■  prnpDPT,  be  hul  yet  the  impudencu  lo  slni^e  for  liu  \trey  ;  usd  vbrv  it 
was  iully  wniietf  fnim  him,  sud,  II  iiM  a  enllant  uiciniii,  Ixnrcvfr  iuvaf- 
ceulbl)  il  <nu  lor  B  rmwD  [  Pomil.whahiii)  fnnneHv  lencd  luidrr  Gmnl 
Ilarritoa,  WBi  ilm  Ukon ;  bul  Ilual,  KkKHl'i  imi-iii-bii.  nwchi'J  bii  bone 
mad  rode  olT  as  did  mv  olher  of  the  ihicvcs ;  hul  hr  wb)  Sana  ■nrrvudi 
(in[ipcd,  nnd  likevriie  ronmuneil  (o  nuloilv.  In  this  simple  >iid  conmiina, 
thn  grral  pmri,  a  iarfrc  diamoacl,  mid  ■cvcr^l  imaller  ^toaeft.  htiv  k>vt  fnin 
UwcnjHii;  bill  the  IH-o  (oniKr.uidmiBcoribc  InltiT.weiv  anmiirdt  fiHud 
and  n^ilnrcd ;  and  the  IloUai  iiiby,  bnkm  olT  Ihe  icrpliv,  bciug  liiuiul  la 
PniTol']  pocbcl,  Dothinf  coiisidcnilile  was  cvrsluaB v  miaiin;. 

"  Aa  Mon  ni  Ihe  nriinum  were  icciifnl.  vnunc  EilKBidi  luulrncd  to  Sir 
GilliTt  l-ulhol,  Kbu  *»  Ibcn  matter  aiid  IrnMnvr  of  ll>e  Je»i'l  llouw,  oaJ 

Kinjc.  Bod  &rqu(iinled  lu*  mainly  viih  il ;  and  Ui  majeity  nwiiaomleil  bini 
to  )iroceed  furiliwiih  lo  iIm  Tomr.  lo  we  Inw  raaUiin  Mooil ;  la  lake  ibe 
nnminniioii  of  itiiiml  aail  Ihc  nihen  i  and  lu  reintn  »mi  repocl  il  >«  him.  Sr 
Otilim  nmmlin^y  ireal ;  Iwi  ibc  Kiufc  b  Ihe  mrauiiiiie  <»**  |iC'i»ia'kii  l-i 
■  ....  L-_   . :  .. —  .1 !.._.....  L- jj  -...1  .1^.  priiinpp,  a 


ccHlndi  ik  >ui<P»H-J  II.  ha> 

rltav^.  nhul  awlaeimrJ 

pplifl.  "  IhM  be  WDUliI  ne^-er  hvuay  an  auorii 

le.ordt^wl  hioiM'Ifni  it^ 

(g4i"'>ic  of  ullniiK  n  IhLieluntl."  He  evm  avemHl,  pertrnpt.  n 
Irwi  axniii*!  hinndf,  when  be  eoBfi:>wd  that  bp  hod  lam  conreali.l  am-^ii;  ilr* 
rmb  lur  Ihe  imrpme  nf  killiaic  ihe  Kiaf  wilh  a  mmlibiF.  itlule  Charln  sj* 
bathing;  bul  he  jirvleiiilpil  Ifaal  nn  thia  urratlnu  hii  {iiiruM'mii  UiMitinfiKi 
by  a  serrvlBnre, — nppi-Rfiiis  lo  verifv  the  aUrguiion  iu  PhakiiH'iirp. "  Tbi'n-'* 
nrh  ditinilr  diiih  lic<<i.v  B  kbiir.  Ibul  treawn  eanhal  pcnn  l<i  wluii  it  ui»'.<. 
aeti  liilk  oTiu  irill.-  to  this  >l«rr,  liw  or  M>e,  lUoul  adile.1  a  .l.vl.uut:..i> 
■thai  he  ww  ai  Ike  bi'ad  nf  a  nunKroia  foHowin'.  ififlKinded  H-ldlti^  sir) 
Mhrn,  H'ho.  fma  incdivra  of  relijcioa.  wciv  detennineJ  lo  take  Ihc  liie  of  ti* 
King,  at  lire  oulv  nlnioelc  lo  lliiir  vblainine  AveibHu  nf  W(in4ii|i  ami  IriviiT 
nf  cnaM-kiice.    The-e  men,  bp  naiil.  twmhl  l«  ifcloniiinfil.  I.y  lu*  tn'>iii''ii. 


(  Cfaarirt  lo  (tcaih 
._..,..  ..J-.  Ilw  Kin*  M 
wn.    Thi 


.f  piiuinK  Cfaai ... 

Iiisjiti^.  ilie  Kine  iiii|!:lit  diMim  a  faunilred  pi 


■caiuil  In)  mvn.    Tfai<  virwofiheeoiir  m;ulea  itmn;  in 

wfaoM  lellithiim  wbj  unnHimiiHilv  arule :  yri  be  li-lt  ih      .,     , 

doaing  Ihi!  altf-inut  upnu  tlw  lili-  \if  the  riaki-  id'  •.hmuiid.  luid  nuili'-ri'n-lt'  I 

tnadi  ib»i  tuiifaful  n-rvniit'i  pi'miivdim,  Ivliirf  bi>  minJil  ewrt  liis  uiiih<-iiiv. 

M  upon-  the  aiuiBiiaiN.     Urmnui  tnmieresl.  that  if  the  Khif  vIhi^-  In  |>artlr.ii 

Ihe  atu-m|ii  to  iii-al  hia  erurH,  he  hhaiHf  nii||hl  i>atily  FOBK'iii  ihui  Ilie  biti'nii* 

n|.  IB  Inn  mm  lile,  nt  n  rrinie  uf  mnrb  hvi  imninaKee.  iJimild  aim  It'  k-r- 

Evm.    HiBiIni,  Drrimlin'ly,  iiul  oulyinivi-  llliiud  *  ponlua.  Ihii  (>ik1i-hi>I 
m  wilh  n  pensimi  nf  L^Kiil  n-i  i-ar ;  wlijfh  bnl  uniiv  p^rraon^  in  uri-r«  if 
.unl.v  thai  ihe  Kiia;  wikhml  in  jiti^tvc  bimwlf  fmm  ibe' Aiiurv  ^lIt'UlJ•l^  of  thf 

detenniiKtl  a  ruiliiui,  m  raie  be  sIhhiM  hare  aa  inipurtiiuilv  uf  I'lniihivini;  }-a 
ill  Ids  own  Ibe  of  lni»iie^.  TJien-  if  a  Mrikins  »intr>M  1i.jh>vu  il^e  ta'e  U 
W"-l.  priLlDiinl  Hwl  n-nnrdrd  fi.r  llii-  iiii.l!.>'inin  nllnni.l.  ai..!  iliai  •■(  Hn 
faiiMid  >:dwanl<.  ulio  mav  1v  lar.lv  -lai.)  lo  havo  <i<rTif«'e.l  lii:'  li^'  'n  .<•  ii.';.n 


MOTKB  TO  PE7P.R1L  OF  THE  TEAK.       3SI 

nf  the  pmpcrl}'  Inlnnlnl  10  bim  !  In  nmuuprsllnn  Rir  h>)  fiildllj'  bikI  hi* 
BulTciiBgi,  l^dwanls  oul^  •ililsiiK'il  agnuil  ••!  L.HiM  tnin  llic  lUi'liniuiiBwilh 
L.100  lo  fail  Kiu  )  bill  »  Uillu  jHiini  wcm  latgnu  hIkhiI  ilw  wiilar  tlianl|in 
ofthdicdnnalivB!!,  Ihnl  iIih  paxtiaikiifilMl.^  1|h™  wfn  E-'no  wll  tb —  ^- 
luJr  the  MM.  Anor  thu  winiiWlircicli^  IRn  Juuin,  laaad  Hesw  « 
nfl«UHl  Itio  air*  of  a  p«iiHi  i4l''>vDur,  iukI  wa«  Iiiiwb  In 
ninnjr  a(  Ike  olit  npublkMn  parly-Air  ^hbrmi  hr  a  vaiiJ  In 

filial  \-.r    IhLi  I    I::jl]    ,l^.ll:i  i^M;^lgnl   iu   OpfHnitHHt  In 

hkili  L.i  he  nil.  jiKiil  iiii.' liiL'-j' inlrigucaiuMl  brliuiuwhichia 
lii.ii.'il  .li~t.i\v>,>  ul'  Unlaa.    lie  Mppoan  Id  lutvc  poMCilteiilaw 
n[)[>4i^jiiirii  L..  itiK  CiHirt,  tml  hJa  iIpm  were  no  lon^r  >n  HOuiidSiv 

King*!  HEuvb,  bihI  ImiihI  euilly,  EOtli  J i'    -        i  i;.-in  uod  6 

wen  Lniil  u  kijrb  AJt  leu  tHHuaul  |j-.ii:.  .1  i  '.  '  ..  .  TllrHxl  fnuM 


co>ia]iirau>r.  Ii  wu  ■!  Ipngih  rocneniHiil  by  amiw  uC  hli  nrquniulaanv,  •■»  1 
■wuv  III  ilir  prcieraiitumt  liic  ur  ilie  lliutnii,  •<>  ihu  Uin  mmKr,  rnueuiBMi  ■' 
nf  ilic  irlciiiiiy,  ivniwidol  Uii*  unco  ariive,  auil  uow  unict  pemaij  to  ka  AMI  I 
nsi  in  '('r.ihin-fidtl.. 
Hufh  wvre  Lbc  advntmtH  of  iia  iiutiviiliiaJ,  wboAe  mi  vuilnli, 

r/]iui],  or  nlbvr  uirpnH,  Uhbh  lidiiiuk  of  vinlnur*  Hid  peril  ^^'•^  «— 
jH-niMi  in  mtfuum!.    liny  rannul,  Uwrpftm,  be  riMmwl  r<i 
tlinlir'nlcil,  Iik4  Lkii  ptrmmit  In  Ihc  |jfwTVAIiao  nf  pilrunliii 


KNO  OF  l-KVKHH.  «E  TH 


u^r- 


? 


oi^ 


